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BOTSWANA 


a. Villagers react to abolition of Marital power: 
The recently passed Abolition of Marital Power Bill 
has sparked controversy among the young and the 
old. i 


The Bill tabled by the Minister of Labour and Home Affairs, 
Major Gen Moeng Pheto, is meant to abolish the common law 
practice granting a husband marital power over his wife and her 
property. 


At Mokwena ward, Lesedi Gabonowe - a staunch follower of 
Setswana tradition demned the Bill in its entirety. "I always 
listen to the radio afd it breaks my heart to see our nation 
distancing itself from its roots. The Act will bring nothing but pain 
'te us." She said families are going to break as a result of the 
Bill. "The husband is supposed to be the head and not the wife,” 
she said, 


She pointed out that God has not created women to be heads 


of families. "Why do we have to counter nature? The mother of 
nine said the woman's place is in the kitchen. "My husband has 
always provided for the family and that should be the case young 
people are just bringing about confusion. We already have high 
divorce rates and this will worsen the situation.” (Reporter, 
Gaborone, Jan 11) 


BURUNDI 


a. Three million registered voters: The long- 
awaited lists of registered voters for Burundi’s 
forthcoming elections will be published, Jan 10, 
according to the chairman of the National Inde- 
pendent Electoral Commission, Paul Ngarambe. 


The lists consist of the names of 3.14-million Burundian 
citizens who have registered to vote, Ngarambe said, Jan 14 at 
the news conference in the Burundian capital, Bujumbura. 


Voters will have 10 days to consult the lists that will be posted 
at various local government offices. People can lodge complaints 
if their names had not been included, he said. 


A referendum on the constitution has been delayed twice 
because electoral lists had not been ready. i 


Ngarambe said this was initially because of logistical 
problems with the registration process and later because 
"imputing of data was slow, as many of the commission's 
employees are not very good at typing". 


He also said there were irregularities during the registration 
process. 


"There were people who registered more than twice, but this 
was corrected as soon as it was noticed," he added. 


The referendum is now expected to take place at the end of 
January, but Ngarambe said he would not yet issue a specific 
date in case of further delays. 


Presidential and parliamentary elections are set for April, but 
could be delayed. Politicians still need to pass two laws in order 
for the election to take place, Ngarambe said. Disagreements 
on the content of the constitution could also cause further delay. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, 
Jan 6) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
a. Bozize sacks Justice Minister: The leader 


öf the Central African Republic (CAR), Francois 


Bozize, has dismissed the minister for justice, Lea 
Koyassoum-Doumta. 


Bozize gave no reason for the dismissal in a presidential 


decree read, Jan 7, over state-owned Radio Centrafrique. . 


Koyassoum-Doumta is also the secretary-general of the Parti de 
l'unite Nationale (PUN) of former Prime Minister Jean-Paul 
Ngoupande, whose presidential candidature was blocked by a 
transitional constitutional court, but was later cleared. 


Following the court's decision on December 30, 2004 
invalidating seven of 15 presidential candidates, Koyassoum- 
Doumta was quoted on the independent Fondation Hirondelle 
radio saying, “We cannot leave irresponsible people to rule our 
country." She was speaking in her capacity as PUN secretary- 
general. 


. 


The court's decision to bar some of the presidential 
candidates led to a political crisis - with political parties whose 
candidates were disqualified, including the former ruling party, 
the Mouvement de Liberation du Peuple Centrafricain (MLPC) 
of former President Ange-Felix Patasse, calling for the dissotu- 
tion of the transitional constitutional court. 


On January 4, Bozize decided to authorise three of the 
seven barred candidates to contest the presidency, a measure 
he said was intended to preserve peace and support the 
nation's international donor organisations for the electoral 
process. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bangui Jan 10) 
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Bozize repeals court ban on some presidential candi- 
dates: Local and international groups had widely condemned 
the decision by the constitutional court to allow only five out of 
15 candidates to run for president. 


One of the five candidates is Eozize, who seized power on 
15 March 2003 from President Ang2-Felix Patasse, after leading 
a six-month rebellion. Patasse is among the candidates blocked 
from running. 


Bozize has still not allowed Patasse to run on the grounds 
that he is under criminal investigation. “I think that candidates 
who have pending cases of blooc (sic) crimes and economic 
crimes must be definitely banned," he said. 


The five candidates cleared by the court include Bozize, 
former President Andre Kolingba, current Vice-President Abel 
Goumba, a lawyer, Henri Pouzere, and former minister Auguste 
Boukanga. 


Besides the five, Bozize hes now allowed Jean-Paul 
Ngoupande of the Parti de I'Unite Nationale, Martin Ziguele - an 
independent and Charles Massi of the Forum pour la Democratie 
et la Moderniti, to run for the presidency. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, 3anguim Jan 5) 


CHAD 


a. Darfur refugees to be vaccinated following 
meningitis outbreak in camps: The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has announced plans to vac- 
cinate more than 150,000 people against meningitis 
in eastern Chad following an outbreak of the highly 
contagious disease in camps of refugees from 
Sudan's Darfur region. 


Dr Gregoire Batakao, the head of WHO emergency opera- 
tions in eastern Chad, said, Jan 10, that four suspected 
meningitis cases had been reported at the Bredjing and Treguine 
refugee camps near the border town of Adre. 


Two of those cases had been confirmed and samples had 
been sent to Paris for further analysis, he added. "We have 
decided to start vaccinating the population within a five km radius 
of the Farchana, Bredjing and Treguine camps by January 25," 
Batakao said. 


The Bredjing and Farchana carps together hold 60,000 of 
the 200,000 Sudanese refugees fram the conflict in Darfur who 
have sought sanctuary in the semi-desert of eastern Chad. 


Batakao said the vaccination pregramme would target a total 
of 151,450 people in the surrounding area, including the 
inhabitants of the nearby Farchana refugee camp. 


However, the WHO official said the United Nations, interna- 
tional relief agencies operating in the area and the Chadian 
gcvernment, still had to find the money to buy the necessary 
vaccines and syringes. (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Dakar, Jan 12) 


CONGO 


- a. GOMA Congo): Prison diet in Congo—mal- 
nutrition and ee if there is a worse place on 
: x earth than a Congolese prison, stay 
DeMi well away. The prisons in this country 
are dark, violent places. A prisoner can spend years 
in a cell with only the vaguest notion of what he did 
to get thrown inside. And the punishment for many, 
regardless of the crime, can be starvation death. 


So far this year, more than 50 inmates have died from 
starvation, the United Nations said in a recent report about the 
crisis of malnutrition among Congo's prison population. 


In one of the worst prisons, Mbuji Mayi Central Prison, in 
the eastern province of Kasai-Oriental, 34 prisoners out of 320 
died of symptoms related to malnutrition. In November alone, 
the Mbuji-Mayi prison had 11 deaths. 


Forty other inmates were found to be suffering from severe 
malnutrition. Another 76 prisoners were deemed moderately 
malnourished. 


The conditions elsewhere similarly dire. The United Nations 
found that malnutrition-related deaths were common inn Matadi 
Prison in Lower Congo Province and Kananga Priosn in 
Kasai-Occidental Province. 


in Kananga Prison, 35 out of 163 inmates were found to be 
severely malnourished. At Mbandaka Prison "the ribs of most of 
the inmates were clearly visible", the report said. 


In Goma’s fockup, one of the inmates, Ramazani Kulembwa, 
44, who has been accused—but not convicted-——of assault, said 
a fellow inmate died earlier in December from a lack of food. 
Prison authorities confirmed the death, estimating that he had 
been 14 days with barely anything to eat. 


"At one point, we spent almost three weeks without food," 
Kulembwe said. "It was hard even to stand up". 


When food does arrive from the government, there is rarely 
more than enough for one meal a day, perhaps, three times a 
week. "We are always hungry,” said Kulembwa, a former English 
teacher. "Most of us are also sick”. 


Goma's prison has 252 inmates. The colonial-era structure 
was built for 150 inmates. 


One of those crowded into the central courtyard on a recent 
morning was Celsetina Kannane, 36, a convicted rapist with a 
nervous laugh. "I eat but not enough," he said, smiling and 
clutching a bible as he spoke. "Never enough". 


One reason Kanane’s stomach grumbles is that he has no 
family members nearby. Relatives of prisoners are permitted to 
bring food to their loved ones, which they occasionally do. But 
the prisoners are from all over the region, and a war has been 
raging in the volatile border region of Goma since 1998, making 
visit difficult. 
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if no relative arrives with a care package, prisoners must rely 
on prison authorities or handouts from good Samaritans. 


Prison officials complain that they had not received salaries 
for months, which is very common among civil servants in 
Congo, making it difficult for the jailers to get enough to eat 
as well, gue 


r 
As for the prisoners, the last allotment of corn meal was 
about to expire at Goma’s cerifral prison in mid-December. When 
that was gone, Munanga Mwanaissa, the prison director, 
estimated it would take another week before food arrived. 


“The governor is so short of money," Mwanaissa said. "He 
is responsible for hospitals, other prisons and all the rest of the 
government. There isn’t enough to go round". © 


=" The United Nations has come up with a modest suggestion. 
The soil around Goma is extremely fertile, at least the earth that 
is not encrusted with lava from the volcano that erupted outside 
the city in 2001. 


Instead of allowing prisoners to sit idle, growing weaker and 
weaker, the United Nations suggested, allow them to grow food 
of their own. (New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Jan 9) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Plane crashes near Entebbe, crew dead: A 
Congo (DR)-registered Antonov plane crashed in 
Buwaya in Wakiso district, Jan 8, killing the crew of 
six, all Russian. 


The police identified the pilot as Viadimir ‘Emenee and his 
co-pilot as Vitaliy Smetankin. The other four crew members had 
not yet been identified, but a helicopter airlifted their bodies to 
Mulago Hospital mortuary. 


"An Antonov Aircraft Registration Number 9QC | H, with six 
(6) people including the crew crashed today, January-8, 2005, 
in Bukalaza village, near Kasanje trading centre, Wakiso District, 
about 6 nautical miles from Entebbe International Airport," a brief 
statement signed by the Civil Aviation Authority Public Relations 
Manager, Ignie Igunduura, said. 


"The... aircraft operated by Service Air Ltd departed Entebbe 
International Airport at 1248 hrs destined for Kinshasa, DR, 
carrying humanitarian relief items. 


It crashed about 12 minutes after take-off,” the statement 
from CAA, the air transport regulatory agency, added. 


"Investigations into the possible cause of the accident have 
been instituted." (Monitor, Kampala, Jan 9) - 


Crashed plane had smuggled cargo: The ill-fated Antonov 
cargo plane that killed six Russians was conducting illegal trade 
operations without the knowledge of the Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA), Monitor has learnt. 


Sources at the Old Airport said, Jan 9, the Antonov12, owned 
by Service Air, had been carrying passengers and goods to and 


from Congo (DR) without permission from the defence ministry, 
CAA arid the Uganda Air Cargo: Corporation. 


At the time of the crash in Bukalaza forest in Buwaya, the 
cargo on board included two vehicles: a Jeep Cherokee an= 
Toyota RAV4, 20 tonnes of beans and an assortment o 
Vodaphone-labeled T-shirts headed for Congolese capital Kin- 
shasa. 


But Service Air, whose Antonov plane ‘was headed tc 
Kinshasa, submitted a flight plan to CAA, claiming that they were 
carrying humanitarian relief aid to the war-ravaged northeasterm 
Congo (DR). 


"In the Flight Plan submitted to us, they indicated that thes 
were taking relief aid," said CAA Public Relations Manager, Igni2 
Igunduura. A source at the UPDF-manned base said officials 
had been receiving US$300 for each illegal flight to and fron 
the DR. 


Air Navette, Showa Trade, and Volga Atlantic are the only 
registered companies licensed to operate at the military airpor:. 
(Monitor, Kampala, Jan 10). 


_ b. Kabila sacks six ministers after probe int 
corruption: Democratic Republic of Congo Pres- 
dent Joseph Kabila has sacked six ministers, who 
were suspended following an investigation into 
charges of widespread corruption, and replaced five 
others in a wide-ranging government reshuffle. 


An announcement on state television, Jan 3, said the 
ministers of mines, energy, trade, transport and higher education 
had been replaced. The public works minister was sacked but 
no replacement has been announced yet. 


All six ministers were suspended by Kabila in November 
2004, along with the heads of 12 state-owned companies, after 
they were named in an investigation probing reports of rampent 
financial malpractice in the transitional government due to lead 
the mineral-rich country to elections in 2005. 


The ministers of defence and economy were also replaced 
in the reshuffle. Both members of the former rebel RCD-Gena 
movement, they had fallen out with the party's leadership durñg 
months of internal wrangling. 


The new defence minister, Adolphe Onusumba, is one of 
the RCD leaders in Congo's five-year war, while the economy 
portfolio went to a little-known RCD official, Floribert Bokarga. 


Three other ministers - of labour, social affairs and health - 
were also removed from their positions. 


Congo's transitional government was set up in June 2053, 
bringing together former belligerents, the political opposition end 
representatives from civil society. 


Kabila has four vice-presidents and the governmant 
comprises 36 ministries. (Business Day, Johannesb.rg, 
Jan 5) 
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EGYPT 


a. Editor released after three months in 
prison: Editor of Al-Shaab Ahmed Ezz Eldin Ahmed 
was released on January 1, 2005 after almost three 
months in Tora Prison, in the capital, Cairo. 


The president of the Arab Federation of Journalists, Ibrahim 
Nafi, had written to the Egyptian authorities on December 30, 
2004 calling for his release. 


The editor of the twice-weekly was arrested on October 5: 
Two days later, a special court sentenced him to two weeks in 
prison on a charge of "belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement". 


He was brought before the same court every two weeks for 
nearly three months and each time his two-week sentence was 
renewed. 


On December 2, Reporters Without Borders (RSF) wrote to 
Egyptian Interior Minister Habib al-Adeli calling on him to either 
produce evidence of Ahmed's guilt or order his immediate 
release. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Jan 4) 


b. ‘Secret’ nuclear programmes: The Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency has found evidence 
of secret nuclear experiments in Egypt that could 
be used in weapons programmes, diplomats said, 

Jan 6. ; 


The diplomats said that most of the work was carried out in 
the 1980's and 90's but added that the agency also was 
examining evidence that suggested some work was performed 
as recently as a year ago. l 


Egypt's government denied that it has been pursuing a 
weapons programme, saying its nuclear programme was for 
peaceful purposes. 


But one of the diplomats said the Egyptians “tried to produce 
various components of uranium” without declaring it to the United 
Nations agency, es they were required to under the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty. 


The products included several pounds of uranium and 
uranium tetrafluoride—a precursor of uranium hexafluoride gas, 
the diplomat said. 


The diplomat said the agency, which is based in Vienna, had 
not yet drawn a conclusion about the scope and purpose of the 
experiments. But the work appeared to have been sporadic and 
involved small amounts of material, the diplomat said. 


He said the efforts lacked a particular focus. All of that, he 
said, indicated that the work had not been directly geared toward 
creating a full-scale programme to make nuclear weapons. 


“It's not like iran, where there was a clear plan to produce” 
„uranium hexafluoride, the gas that turns into enriched uranium 
when spun in centrifuges, he said. 


He warned against comparisons to South Korea, which 
` conducted larger-scale plutonium and uranium experiments in 
1982 and 2000 without reporting them to the agency. 


iran, which the United States accuses of having nuclear 
weapons ambitions, developed a full-fledged uranium enrich- 
ment programme over nearly two decades of clandestine activity 
that was disclosed only in 2002. 


Iran said it plans to enrich only to the levels that are used 
to generate nuclear fuel and not to weapons-grade uranium. 


In Vienna, a spokesman for the agency, Mark Gwozdecky. 
said it would not comment on the disclosures about Egypt. 


Egypt runs small-scale nuclear programems for medical anc 
research purposes, and Magdy Rady, a spokesman for the 
Egyptian government, said the agency was monitoring that 
programme. 


"Nothing about our nuclear programme is secret and there 
is nothing that is not known to the IAEA", Rady said. 


Plans were floated as recently as 2002 to build Egypt's first 
nuclear power reactor, but no construction date has been 
announced. 


The pro-government Al Ahram Weekly reported in 2004 that 
the plant site near the coastal town of Al Dabaa might be sold 
to make way for tourism development. 


Although Egypt signed the nonproliferation treaty, in recent 
years it has become one of its most vocal critics, mainly because 
of concerns about Israel’s undeclared nuclear arsenal and more 
recent fears about Iran’s nuclear agenda. 


The disclosures come two months after diplomats said the 
agency had discovered plutonium particles near an Egyptian 
nuclear facility. (Deccan Herald, Bangalore, Jan 6) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. UN, Ethiopia undertakes joint verification 
on troops movement: United Nations (UN) officials 
said, Jan 6, that they have undertaken a joint 
verification with Ethiopian government regarding the 
recent troop movement observed over the week 
around the mission area. 


"The Force Cornmander, Major General Rajender Singh was 
on the ground, Jan 6, undertaking joint verification with Ethiopian 
counterparts on the more recent movement that we have 
observed on the Ethiopian side," Sisskel Ekass, deputy special 
representative of UNMEE said. 


Ekass told journalists at a press conference held between 
Addis Ababa and Asmara that there has been a lot of accusations 
about military build-ups by the two sides over the last few days. 


The Deputy Mission head of the two countries was speaking 
following Eritrean accusation, which said that Ethiopia was 
preparing for war with Eritrea. 


ete 
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The Deputy Mission head, Ms Ekaas, told journalists that 
there has been a bit of repositioning of troops on the Ethiopian 
side. She however said that the troop movement was in the 
Ethiopian territory and did not create great concern to the mission 
in the area. 


"That is much behind the adjacent area. There is no build 
up as much as we are concerned. Not close to the border. The 
government itself published information about these activities," 
she said. (Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Jan 9) 


GHANA 


a. Obasanjo endorses re-election of Ghanaian 
President: Nigeria’s President Olusegun Obasanjo 
and a host of other African and world leaders 
attended the inauguration of President John 
Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana for a second four-year 
term, Jan 7. 


The impressive ceremony took place in Ghana’s capital city, 
Accra, 


Kufuor, while proposing the toast at a celebratory State 
Banquet, called on all Ghanaians to support "Chapter Two" of 
his Government's “march towards the political and socioeco- 
nomic transformation of our country." He also expressed 
optimism that Ghana would continue to grow in peace, stability, 
freedom and prosperity. 


Responding to the toast, Obasanjo, who is also Chairman - 


of the African Union (AU), applauded Ghanaians for massively 
supporting their Government, which, he noted, had proven to be 
diligent and dynamic. 


He also commended the tremendous improvement in 
governance and democratic rule on the African continent. This, 
he pointed out, is evident in the peaceful conduct of elections in 
the following countries: Ghana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Niger and Algeria. 


Acknowledging improvements in economic growth and good 
neighbourliness among West African nations, Obasanjo called 
for further integration. (Nigeria First, Abuja, Jan 10) 


GUINEA 


a. New PM offers to legalise private radio 
stations: Less than a month after taking office, 
Guinea's new Prime Minister has begun to woo 
western donors and opposition parties at home by 
pledging more transparency in government and the 
lifting of a ban on private radio stations. 


Cellou Dalien Diallo, an economist and long-serving minister 
of President Lansana Conte, met Guinea’s main opposition 
grouping, the Front for Democratic Alternative (FRAD), Jan 5, 
to try and relaunch a dialogue between the government and 
opposition that broke down with the sudden departure of his 


, Predecessor in April 2005. 


Urging opposition leaders to work with the President, who 
has ruled Guinea with an iron hand for 20 years, Diallo said the 
government was finally ready to authorise private radio stations 
and remove obstacles to free and transparent elections. 


International donors, including the European Union (EL), 
have been withholding big aid packages to Guinea pending a 
move towards greater democracy, better governance and 
liberalisation of the media. 


The government allows private newspapers to operate, but 
has until now kept a tight control on radio and television. 


“The situation has become so dire in Guinea that the 
government has decided this is a lesser evil," Mike McGovern, 
the West Africa director of the Brussels-based think-tank, 
International Crisis Group (ICG) said. (UN integrated Regioral 
Information Networks, Conakry, Jan 6) 


KENYA 


a. MPs blame state for violence in Mandera: 
Three Mandera Members of Parliament, Jan 10, 
blamed the Government for failing to contain the 
ongoing clan clashes in the district. 


Billow Kerrow (Mandera Central), Shaban Ali Isaac (Manjera 
East) and Mohammed Abdi Haji (Mandera West) accused local 


. security committees of fuelling hostility between rival communi- 


ties. 


The leaders said renewed clashes between the Garre and 
Murule communities, which have claimed 24 lives in a week 
erupted because the committees had disregarded the tradit onal 
conflict resolution mechanisms. 


"Land skirmishes had been simmering in the area for years 
but the committees sat on the time-bomb and opted to wait end 
see after five people were killed last April," said Kerrow. Shakan 
said he raised the issue with the National Security Minister, Dr 
Chris Murungaru, before hostility between the rival communities 
degenerated but nothing was done. 


He said one of the warring clans had recruited at least z00 
local youths for training in military drills at Burhaji border :own 
in Somalia. Shaban said more than 20,000 people had fled treir 
homes in Mandera Central Constituency for fear of being ceught 
up in revenge attacks. (East African Standard, Nairobi, Jan 11) 


b. Kenya sends aid to tsunami victims: Kenya 
is sending 30 doctors and an expert on disas-er 
response to help countries hit by the giant fidal 
wave. 


And a cupful of comfort is also going to survivors of the 
disaster that was triggered by an undersea earthquake on Dec 
26, 2004 by a cache of Kenyan tea, valued at Sh100,000. The 
tea will be handed over to those struggling in the horrific 
aftermath of the waves that killed more than 160,000 people in 
12 countries bordering the Indian Ocean. 
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The disaster expert representing Kenya in the international 
aid effort is Col Bonaventure Wendo, one of only three people 
trained in relief management in Africa. He is going at the request 
of the United Nations Disaster and Coordination in Geneva. 


News of how Kenya will help came only hours after a leading 
churchman criticised the Government for ignoring United Nations 
appeals to aid the tsunami victims. 


"It is shameful that our Government has failed to donate 
anything for the victims while poorer countries have given 
something,” said the Rev Mutava Musyimi, secretary generai of 
the National Council of Churches of Kenya. (Nation, Nairobi, 
Jan 6) 


LIBERIA 


a. Government holds memorial service for 
tsunami victims: Head of State Gyude Bryant will 
January 13 lead an array of government officials, 
diplomats and citizens to a National Memorial 
Service for victims of the tsunami disaster in Asia. 


According to a release, the service will commence at 12 noon 
at the Sacred Heart Cathedral on Broad Street in Monrovia. 


The service is Liberia's way of identifying and showing 
solidarity with the victims and their families, as well as praying 
for the souls of all who lost their lives or were injured in the 
disaster. 


In a special statement on the tsunami disaster, chairman 
Bryant will declare a six-hour national mourning, January 13, 
and would ask all religious groups to join him at the memorial 
service. 


The Liberian leader has directed that between 11:57 a.m. 
and 12 noon, Jan 13, all activities must come to a halt to observe 
three minutes of silence in memory of the Tsunami victims. 
(News, Monrovia, Jan 11) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Prosecutor demands death penalty for 17 
coup suspects: The prosecutor in a mass trial of 
195 Mauritanian coup suspects has demanded 
death penalty for 17 people accused of mastermind- 
ing three failed attempts to topple President 
Maaouiya Ould Taya in 2003 and 2004. 


Those facing possible execution include Major Saleh Ould 
Hanenna and Captain Abderahmane Ould Mini,, who were 
captured in September 2004, after more than a year on the run, 
and nine people who are being tried in their absence. 


State prosecutor Sidi Mohamed Ould Molaye also called for 
49 sentences of life imprisonment with hard labour and 65 jail 
terms of between 10 and 20 years as he set out his demands 
for harsh punishment, Jan 5. 


The defendants listened quietly to his seven-hour speech of 
indictment, but wails and screams burst out from relatives 
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attending the trial at a remote police barracks in the desert 50 
km east of the capital Nouakchott. A few women had to be 
carried out of court by security guards. 


Only 176 of the defendants have appeared in court during 
the six-week-old trial at the heavily guarded barracks. A further 
19 are being tried in their absence 


All are accused of taking part in a bloody uprising against 
Ould Taya in June 2003 and two further coup plots in August 
and September 2004, which were nipped in the bud by the 
security forces. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Ouad Naga, Jan 6) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Sugar industry threatened by contraband: 
Mozambique’s sugar industry is again threatened 
by contraband sugar from neighbouring countries, 
which may force the Mozambican companies to sell 
more sugar than envisaged for very low prices on 
the "free" international market. 


According to a report in the issue of the independent 
newsheet Mediafax, initially it was assumed that only 54,000 
tonnes of Mozambican sugar would be sold on the international 
market. But with the decline in domestic sales, that figure has 
risen to 68,000 tonnes. 


The four functioning Mozambican sugar companies are now 
producing 250,000 tonnes of sugar a year, òf which 144,000 
tonnes should be:sold on the domestic market. 


But the National Sugar Distribution Agency (DNA), set up by 
the companies, said that since August it has run into difficulties 
in marketing Mozambican sugar in the central region (Tete, 
Manica and Sofala provinces), and in the northern province of 
Niassa. 


Since August, sales in the three central provinces have fallen 
from 2,000 tonnes to just 900 tonnes a month. As has happened 
in the past, illegally imported Zimbabwean sugar has flooded 
into central Mozambique, while the situation in Niassa is blamed 
on smuggled Malawian sugar. (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maruto, Jan 3) 


NIGERIA 


a. Two Admirals dismissed: The careers of 
Rear Admirals Francis Etche Agbiti and Samuel 
Kolawole of the Nigerian Navy crashed, Jan 5, after 
they were convicted and dismissed from service by 
the court martial trying them for the disappearance 
of the illegal oil bunkering ship, MT African Pride. 


The third accused, Rear Admiral Anthonio Bob-Manuel, was, 
however, let off with his discharge and acquittal on all three 
counts. Agbiti, the immediate past Chief of Training and 
Operations (CTOP) was found guilty on four counts and 
dismissed from service, while on count five, his rank was reduced 
to Navy Commodore (equivalent of brigadier-general). 
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Kolawole, the immediate past Flag Officer Commanding 
Western Naval Command, was found guilty on five of the 
six-count charges against him and was consequently dismissed 
from service. (Vanguard, Lagos, Jan 6) - 


b. Police apologise to journalists: The 
Nigerian Police High Command has expressed 
sorrow over misunderstanding between the press 
and some policemen. 


Police Public Relations Officer, Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (DCP), Chris Olakpe, regretted the action of the 
policemen. 


"While the action of these officers is regretted, we seize this 
opportunity to tender an unreserved apology to the entire media, 
both print and electronic that were involved in the unfortunate 
incident.” 


The Police said it has worked together with the press as joint 
partners and stakeholders in furthering cohesive security, peace 
and progress in Nigeria and expressed the wish to sustain and 
increase the tempo. 


While promising to avoid situations that may lead to such 
incidents in the future, the Force advised both parties to show 
restraint and understanding in future interactions. 


It said Formation Commanders, Commissioners of Police 
and others have been directed to lecture men serving under 
them on the need to desist from a confrontational approach, and 
ensure a cordial relationship with the press and the public at 
large. 


Meanwhile,Senator Tokunbo Afikuyomi has condemned the 
action of the Police at the National Secretariat of Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), describing it as a violation of rights and 
freedom of the press. (This Day, Lagos, Jan 6) 


c. 3 pastors feared dead as robbers raid 
church: Tragedy struck, Jan 6, in a Lagos-based 
church after a gang of armed robbers invaded the 
premises, killing four persons including three un- 
identified senior pastors of the church and carted 
away about N10 million naira in the process. 


Already, the police said it has arrested four persons 
suspected to have knowledge of the robbery and that they have 
made confessional statements. 


Dependable police sources which described the robbery 
incident in the house of worship as one of the greatest in recent 
times, said it took place in the Redeemed Christian Church of 
God (RCCG) Province 3 Headquarters, on 23 Road Festac Town. 


According to sources, the armed men numbering about six 
and armed with sophisticated weapons invaded the church and 
pretended to be parishioners. 


They later ordered the night security guard identified as 
Sunday Awoyeye to open the gate or face their wrath. The 
resistance of the night watchman, Vanguard was told, made the 
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men to scale the fence and unleashed terror on him before finally 
hacking him to death on the spot. The hoodlums were reported 
to have made straight to the administrative block of the massiva 
building where they were confronted by three other top members 
of the church said to be pastors and clubbed them down too. 


The bandits later forced open the office where were in hard 
currencies were kept and made away with them. (Vanguard, 
Lagos, Jan 8) 


RWANDA 


a. Genocide widow deposes against Gen 
Ndindiliyimana: A prosecution witness in the trial 
involving four’ former Rwandan army officials on 
genocide charges before the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda(ICTR), Jan 10, claimed that 
she fled to Gen Augustin Ndindiliyimana’s house 
after being told he ordered the death of her 
husband. 


The fourth prosecution witness code-named GFT is a Hutu 
woman who was married to a Tutsi during the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide. She told the court that when massacres began 
between the 20th to the 21st of April, in Nyaruhengeri region, 
Northern Rwanda, she together with her husband took refuge 
in one Augustin Hakiyayezu’s house. 


On May 5, the prosecution witness claimed, "Hakiyayezu to'd 
us, ‘you better find somewhere else because Ndindiliyimana 
asked us to find you and kill you’. 


Later, GFT testified that she witnessed her Tutsi husband 
being killed by five men led by one Jean Pierre Kajugu who had 
deserted the army, while she fled. The fourth prosecution witness 
then informed the court that she went to take refuge in 
Ndindiliyimana’s house, "to see if he could help me to hide". 
(Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, Jan 10) 


Belgian professor suspends cooperation with ICTR 
prosecution: Professor Filip Reyntjens of the University of 
Antwerp in Belgium, Jan 11, announced that he was suspending 
all cooperation with the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) until it takes 
steps to indict members of the ruling Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(RPF) accused of human rights abuses. 


In a letter addressed to the Prosecutor of the tribunal, Hassan 
Bubacar Jallow, Prof. Reyntjens said that failure by the ICTR to 
prosecute alleged perpetrators of the abuses was "meting out 
victor’s justice" and risked becoming "part of the problem and 
not the solution". 


He said that it was his knowledge that the "special 
investigative team" of the ICTR had gathered “compelling 
evidence on a number of massacres committed by the RPF in 
1994". 
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"These crimes fall squarely within the mandate of the ICTR, 
they are well documented, testimonial and material proof is 
available, and the identity of RPF suspects is known", he wrote. 


He added that that in not pursuing the RPF, the tribunal “fails 
to meet another stated objective, namely to "contribute to the 
process of national reconciliation and the restoration and 
maintenance of peace". The Belgian professor has published 
many books on the political upheavals that have marked the 
African Great Lakes region in past, especially Rwanda, and has 
been called on many occasions to testify at the ICTR as an 
expert witness for the prosecution. 


"While | remain committed to the cause which is at the heart 
of the mandate of the ICTR, on ethical grounds | cannot any 
longer be involved in this process. (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, Jan 11) 


Rwanda govt harassing opponents, says Amnesty: 
Amnesty International (Al), has accused the Rwanda government 
of manipulating a parliamentary report on existing ethnic divisions 
in the country to harass certain communities. 


The report follows investigations into the killing of three 
genocide survivors and witnesses in Gikongoro in 2003. 
However, Martin Ngoga, Rwanda’s Deputy Prosecutor General 
dismissed the claims by Amnesty International, saying, "That is 
their opinion, which is not necessarily ours. As a judicial 
institution, we look at what is material." The three murder victims 
were Elie Karangira, who was killed in April 2003; Emile 
Ndahimana, killed in October 2003; and Charles Rutinduka, who 
was killed in November 2003. 


The investigation has implicated the Catholic Church and 
some NGOs, including the Rwandese League for the Promotion 
and Defence of Human Rights (Liprodhor), the Forum of Rural 
Development (For), Servicing the Development of Association 
(SDA-IRIBA), Witnesses of the Resurrection, and Keeping the 
Memory of Family. (East African, Nairobi, Jan 3) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 


SENEGAL 


a. GOREE ISLAND: Memories of a dark era— 
-20 million slaves passed through the door of no 
return’: Millions of slaves were agai from the 
j x shores of Goree Island off Senegal in 
BAUS the Atlantic Ocean. Today the beautiful 
Island is a pilgrimage spot those who trace their 
roots to Africa. 


Gulls flapping their expansive wings fly in unrestrained 
freedom over the blue vastness of the North Atlantic Ocean. 
Hidden behind this ocean calm and abundant bird-life is a story 
of shackles and human depravity, engraved on the sands of a 
tinny island, a mere 10-minute ferry ride from the dock in Dakar, 
Senegal. 


Goree. That is what the Portuguese called it when they first 
landed on its exquisite beaches in 1444. They praised the beach 


but prised able-bodied African men off their homes to work as 
slaves in the sugarcane plantations they started on the many 
islands on the West African coast. The usefulness of the hardy 
helps increased with the expansion of European colonies in 
America in the 15th and 16th centuries. Other settlers, Dutch, 
the English and the French, in that order, soon caught on the 
idea of chained labourers for their mines and plantations that 
would stimulate the industrial Revolution. 


For 300-odd years, millions of helpless men walked, against 
their will, into slave ships docked at Goree to be carried to shores 
across the Atlantic. Despite the horrifying memories of brutality 
that is part of history now, the 900 by 300 metre island, with its 
quaint narrow lanes and Senegal’s sacred baobob tree, is today 
a haunt of tourists. Besides, it is one destination that thousands 
of African Americans reach in a bid to trace their roots. They 
touch its soil in reverence. 


One loses sense of time walking through the narrow lanes 
lined with baobab trees until, after a few bends in the path, 
suddenly one is standing at entrance to the 'La Maison Des 
Esclaves', or house of slaves, built by the Dutch in 1776. 
Probably the last of such slave warehouses on the island, it is 
now a museum with cells, chains and all. History stands still as 
Pape Muhammad, a guide authorised by the government of 
Senegal, narrates the events of the past. 


A huge wooden door opens into a small courtyard that leads 
to a two-storey structure. The ground floor has: small cells ‘and 
the top portion spacious rooms. Men, women and children 
brought from other parts of Africa were displayed for sale on the 
courtyard. Traders (mostly from Africa) and buyers from America 
or Europe observed them from the top. They preferred the strong, 
stout and muscular men among them. The market looked for 
slaves weighing 60 kg or more. The trader got a gun in exchange 
for a healthy man. The bargainers were choosy about women; 
wine was given in exchange according to the size of the breast. 
Children were bartered for mirrors. 


The slaves thus chosen for the journey to the "promised 
land" had to wait until there were enough of them to fill a ship. 
They were kept hostage in a cell measuring 2.6m x 2.6m on the 
lower floor until the time of journey. Shackled at their necks, 
chains with iron balls hanging between their arms and legs 
bearing them down, the men’s mobility was further curtailed. 
They were allowed to use the toilet once a day. Men who did 
not weigh 60 kg were stall-fed like pigs to satisfy the customer. 
Any disobedience resulted in the slave being pushed into a 
chamber where he could neither sit nor stand. 


It was in one such cramped chamber that former South 
African President Nelson Mandela spent half an hour in 1991 
when he visited the island, informs the guide. Traders and buyers 
sexually exploited young girl on the top floor even as someone 
played the piano to drown the screams and cries emanating 
from the ground floor. Pregnant girls got a reprieve; they were 
freed and their children received French citizenship. (France 
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gave up possession of Senegal in 1960.) At the back of the 
house, a dark narrow lane ends in a small door that opens into 
the Atlantic Ocean. Almost 20 million slaves passed through this 
narrow door, ominously called the "the door of no return". 


600,000 fell victim to traders’ bullets, sharks: Some 
jumped into the ocean in a desperate bid to escape but they 
invariably fell victim to the traders’ bullets or sharks. As many 
as six lakh people died in this slave island between 1536 and 
1848 (when slavery was abolished). 


Eli whitney's invention of cotton gin in 1793 resulted in 
largescale production of cotton. This fibre was the raw material 
most sought after by the American and British industry. The high 
demand for cotton led to the establishment of cotton plantations. 


The slaves played a major role in the economic development 
of America. They helped build infrastructure such as canals, rail, 
roads. The cotton they picked and the cloth they manufactured 
became America’s most valuable export item. 


Goree became a slave port at a crucial juncture in history, 
when the economy shifted from agriculture to industry. More and 
more slaves were needed to feed the North's industrial march. 
Thus the North generated tremendous wealth with the sweat of 
the men it imported. 


These sentiments are reflected in Senegal President Abdou- 
laye Wade's message on a poster near the House of Slaves: 
"very soon, you willexperience a place haunted by the memories 
of the millions of men and women who have passed; men and 
women torn from their homes and used to irrigate with their blood 
the fields of more prosperous nations." 


It was a savage era in human civilisation. Slaves were in the 
fields from sunrise to sunset. Women worked the same number 
of hours as men. Pregnant women were expected to work until 
they delivered. The death rate among the slaves was high. In 
order to replace the loss of men, plantation owners encouraged 
the slaves to have more children. 


The settlers made girls produce children, so that before they 
attained womanhood there would be more slaves to export. 
Child-bearing started around the age of 13, and by 20 the women 
slaves were expected have four or five children. In order to 
encourage child-bearing, some slave owners promised women 
slaves freedom if they produced 15 children. 


World heritage site: Goree Island was declared World 
Heritage Site in 1978 by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisations (UNESCO) and is main- 
tained by the Government of Senegal. August 23 is observed 
as ‘International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade 
and its Abolition’. 


"This infamous spot is now a universal shrine, where all of 
us, from every continent, may come and commemorate, in 
sorrow, the tragedy once inflicted by human beings like us on 
so many of our own kind. 


Goree's significance and symbolism directly concern us 
all," says UNESCO chairperson Koi-chiro Matsuura in a 
brochure on the slave house. {Atual Deulgaonkar in Frontline, 
Madras, Jan 14, 2005) 


` SIERRA LEONE 


a. General strike called off after two days as 
government agrees to talk: Sierra Leone’s main 
trade unions staged a two-day general strike 
recently to demand higher pay and better living 
conditions. 


The peaceful stoppage was called off, Jan 4, after tne 
government conceded some of the strikers’ demands and agreed 
to negotiate others. 


These included a reduction in income tax and an increase 
in the minimum wage of 40,000 leones (US$13) per month. The 
current minimum wage is no longer enough to buy a 50 kg bag 
of the country's staple food rice. A bag of rice, generally 
considered the bare minimum needed to feed a family for a 
month, now costs 65,000 leones ($25). 


The strikers, who brought business in the capital Freetown 
to a virtual standstill, also demanded a reduction in the price of 
fuel. The government tried to head off the strike by slashing 
prices by 20 per ‘cent on the eve of the stoppage, which was 
called by the Sierra Leone Labour Congress, the country’s main 
trade union federation. Paradoxically, many Sierra Leoneens 
greeted the general strike as a positive move in the country's 
return to normality after a brutal 10-year civil war which ended 
in 2001. 


No serious incidents were reported during the two days of 
industrial action, but ‘taxis and buses stayed off the streets in 
Freetown and most government offices and shops were shut. 
Hospital workers and employees of the electricity and water 
company also walked out, but the police stayed on duty. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Freetown, Jan 5) 


b. President Kabbah frees 84 prisoners: A 
press release issued, Dec 30, 2004, by the Office 
of the President has confirmed that President 
Kabbah ordered the release of 84 prisoners from 
different prisons across the country on New Year’s 
Day. 

The release said the presidential pardon is in consonance 
with Section 63 of the 1991 Constitution of Sierra Leone. 


“In accordance with the provisions of Section 63 of the 
Constitution of Sierra Leone, it has pleased His Excellency the 
President, in exercising his prerogative of mercy to grant 
presidential pardon to the following convicted prisoners hele at 
various prisons in Sierra Leone," the statement said. 


As many as 28 of the freed prisoners were freed from 
Pademba Road prisons. They include Samson Matheli, Prilip 
Thullah, Alie Kamara, Jonathan Sesay, Osman Turay and Falah 
Koroma. (Concord Times, Freetown, Jan 7) 
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SOMALIA 


a. ARUSHA (TANZANIA): Over 100 killed in 
Indian Ocean tsunami: Over 100 Somalians were 
killed by tidal waves that hit Africa’s east coast after 
the massive earthquake in southern Asia, a senior 
police official said on Dec 28. : 


A Somali official said the toll in his country was up to 110 
following the tidal waves that hit East Africa's shores on Dec 26, 
triggered by the undersea quake centred off Sumatra. 


On Dec 28, Ali Abdi Awaare, Environment Minister of the 
semi-autonomous northeastern region of Puntland, said the toil 
in Somalia was 110, up from more than 50 a day earlier. A 
presidential spokesman had said that hundreds were killed and 

entire villages swept away. The figures given by Awaare and the 
spokesman could not be independently confirmed. 


Awaare said a lot more people were still missing and most 
displaced by the flooding were on hilltops, without food or shelter. 
On Dec 28, a team from the UN children’s agency left Bossaso, 
about 1,120 km northeast of Somalia’s capital, Mogadishu, said 
Siddharth Chatterjee, a senior programme officer with UNICEF 
in Nairobi. (Statesman, New Delhi, Dec 29, 2004) 


Thousands of shelters damaged: The tsunami triggered 
by an earthquake in the Indian ‘Ocean that struck the Horn of 
Africa coastline just over on ‘Dec 26, has affected about 18,000 
households of varying sizes in Somalia, the UN Office for 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. 


Many of those affected were living in small villages along the 
Somali coastline, particularly in the northeastern regions. Their 
lives were devastated by the waves, relief workers said. 


In addition to loss of life, a large number of shelters were 
aither damaged or destroyed, wells washed away and a large 
rumber of fishing boats and equipment lost. "The fact that this 
time of the year coincides with the peak of the fishing season 
ncreases the number of those affected," one relief worker said. 
OCHA, in a situation report released, jan 1, esumateg that 54,000 
people were directly affected. 


In Jeriban and Eyl districts, 1,000 houses were either 
damaged or destroyed and around 1,200 boats ruined. All 
shallow wells were also reported buried, while water reservoirs 
were destroyed by the waves. In Bender Bayla, 180 houses were 


reported completely damaged, in addition to an estimated 1,400. 


boats. 


The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) was assisting 12,000 
people in the villages of Hafun, Gara'g, Bender Beyla and Eyi 
on the northeastern coastline of Somalia, Bob McCarthy, 
UNICEF Somalia Emergency Officer, said. 


"UNICEF has provided shelter materials and clean water, 
and in collaboration with WHO [World Health Organization], 
emergency medical care and measles vaccinations,” McCarthy 
said via satellite phone from Hafun. "Collaboration is also taking 





place with WFP [World Food Programme], who are providing 


food assistance to children and with: UNHCR [UN refugee 
agency] on longer-term shelter needs." 


According to McCarthy, residents of the fishing community 
of Hafun, the worst hit area, had more than half their homes 
destroyed by the killer wave, leaving them without shelter, clean 
water, Sanitation and food. They were now living 300-400 mt 
from the shore under makeshift homes made from branches or 
sheltering under plastic sheeting provided by UNICEF after 
vacating a school that had become their home. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nairobi Jan 4, 11) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


_ a. Mandela’s son dies of AIDS: A grief-stricken 
former president Nelson Mandela said, Jan 6, his 
eldest son, Makgatho, had "died of AIDS” and urged 
fellow South Africans to "break the taboo" surround- 
ing the pandemic. 


Surrounded by his wife, Graga Machel, his daughters and 
grandchildren, Mandela said at his Houghton, Johafinésburg, 
residence that his bold step "was the‘only way to turn the tide 
and make HIV/AIDS an ordinary disease like any other". 


His move makes him the second prominent political leader, 
after Inkatha Freedom Party Mangosuthu Buthelezi, to go public 
with the disclosure that AIDS had claimed a close family member. 

Buthelezi, in 2004, announced AIDS had killed both nis son, 
Prince Nelisuzulu, 53, and daughter, Princess Mandisi Sibukak- 
onke, 48. 


Addressing the media in Xhosa, Mandela said he was 
concerned that South Africans who did not understand English 
would miss his message, intended to encourage them to speak 
openly about their status because that "was the only way to turn 
the tide and make HIV/AIDS an ordinary disease like any other". 


Mandela said hiding the truth about what had killed his son 
would have been futile because someone among nurses and 
doctors who treated him would have "whispered in the corridors", 
saying: “Did you know that Mandela’s son died of AIDS?” 
Makgatho, an attorney, died in Johannesburg, Jan 11, at the 
age of 54 from AlDS-related causes. He was the father of four 
sons, Mandia, Ndaba, Mbuso and Andile. (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, Jan 7) 


SUDAN 


a. New era for Sudan as peace pact is signed: 
The world’s longest running civil war came to an 
end on Jan 9 with the signing of a peace pact 
between the Sudan government and the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) in 
Nairobi. 


Sudan’s First Vice President Ali Taha and SPLM Chairman 
John Garang initialed the document before a galaxy of world 
leaders at a stadium in Nairobi, Jan 9. The event that will herald 
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an end to 21-years of bloody conflict between the Muslim north 
and the Christian/animist south, does not, however, cover the 
conflict in western Darfur region, where one of the world’s worst 
humanitarian disasters is unfolding. 


US Secretary of State Colin Powell, broke his tour of the 
Tsunami disaster-ravaged nations in South Asia, to join Kenya’s 
President Mwai Kibaki, 11 African heads of state and repre- 
sentatives from other parts of the world to lend credence to the 
occassion. i 


An estimated 2.5 million people have died in the north-south 
conflict that saw Africa's largest country send millions of refugees 
to neighbouring states and other nations. 


A coalition government will, under the agreement, be formed 
by Sudan's ruling National Congress Party and SPLM, but with 
a decentralised power sharing. (Nation, Nairobi, Jan 9) 


Peace deal hailed: The Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission has welcomed the peace accord signed by the 
Khartoum government and the Sudanese People’s Liberation 
Movement. 


Michael Lado, the country coordinator in Kampala, said, Jan 
10, that the accord was timely and was good for the entire region. 
(New Vision, Kampala, Jan 12) 


Deal puts peace in sight: Eight African Head of States were 
among other world leaders who gathered in Nairobi, Kenya, on 
January 9, to witnesses the historic occasion when the Sudanese 
government and the leaders of the Sudan’s People's Liberation 
Movement (SPLM) signed a Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
that is expected to see an end to Africa’s longest running conflict 
in Southern Sudan. 


The ceremony which was also attended by religious leaders 
and Sudanese nationals, former American president Jimmy 
Carter and the US Secretary of State Collin Powell, also marked 
the beginning of a new all-inclusive government in Sudan. 


While signing the agreement, SPLM leader Dr John Garang 
Mabior announced the release of more than 3,000 prisoners of 
war who had been jailed by his movement in the black dominated 
southern region where he has been the de facto leader. 


"This is a new beginning for the people of the Sudan, another 
independence from the chains of war," Dr Garang told the 
cheering crowds of Sudanese nationals, most of whom have 
been refugees in Kenya while some travelled from their country 
to witness the occasion. (Catholic Information Service for 
Africa, Nairobi, Jan 11) 


UGANDA 


a. Govt, LRA discuss ceasefire draft: The 
head of the Presidential Peace Team and Internal 
Affairs Minister, Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda, has said 
his team is in-touch with the Lords Resistance Army 
(LRA) over the general ceasefire amidst resumed 
hostilities. 
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"Contacts between the LRA and us through the mediator, 
Ms Betty Bigombe, have been on and she has been informing 
us of every development in these negotiations," Rugunda said 
in an interview, Jan 11. 


"Negotiations have been and are still on course and the 
government is committed to ensure that this peace process is 
concluded to end hostilities,“ he added. 


On Jan 10, the chief negotiator, Ms Betty Bigombe, hald a 
meeting with two senior LRA commanders namely, Sam Kolo 
and Onen Kamudulu in Pararo, outside Gulu. Bigombe’s meet.ng 
with the LRA came 10 days after the peace process that stared 
in 2004 suffered a hitch on December 31, when both sides fai ed 
to sign a general ceasefire. 


“What happened was just a delay but the talks did aot 
collapse," Rugunda insists. The LRA, according to Bigombe, has 
asked for more time to “consult amongst themselves." (Monitor, 
Kampala, Jan 13) 


Three killed in LRA attack: Three passengers were killed 
and several others suffered bullet injuries when a vehicle they 
were traveling in was ambushed by suspected LRA rebels in 
Gulu district , Jan 7. 


The ambush took place at Labworomor village in Palaro 
sub-county, about 40 kilometres north of Gulu town. The pick-up 
truck, number UXV 203 was moving from Labworomor trading 
centre to Gulu town when it was attacked at about 10:00 am. 


Among the injured was the driver, Lowala, who suifered 
bullet wounds on the back. One of the dead was identified as 
Christine Oyella, a resident of Kolo quarters in Layibi division in 
Gulu municipality. 


Her body was taken to Lugore centre. The other two bod es, 
whose identity could not be established easily, were transported 
to Palaro sub county headquarters. Some of the injured 
passengers were taken to Gulu Referral Hospital while otrers 
were taken to Lacor Hospital. (Monitor, Kampala, Jan 16) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Senior national security official arrested: 
A Senior official in the Ministry of State for National 
Security has been arrested as investigations into 
spying activities in which five suspects are being 
ane with contravening the Official Secrets Act 
widen. 


According to highly placed sources, the official was 
arrested after ongoing investigations revealed he detected the 
spy network, but failed to report the discovery to relevant 
authorities. 


The sources said the official has since been charged ‘with 
breaching Section 7 of the Official Secrets Act, which makes it 
an offence for any member of the security service not to report 


any suspicious activities. 
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According to the Act, anyone convicted under Section 7 can 
be sentenced up to 10 years in prison or ordered to pay a fine 
of $10 000 or both. Senior officials in the Ministry of State for 
National Security expressed concern over lack of awareness on 
the part of some security officers. 


"This is a can of worms and it really shows that we need to 
tighten our laws pertaining to the security of our country. There 
is also need to educate officials on the implications of 
security-related issues they sometimes take for granted. 


For instance; this official stumbled onto the spying network 
and did not report the matter because he underrated the 
implications of the discovery,” an official in the ministry said. 
(Herald, Harare, Jan 4) 


b. Mugabe signs information Amendment Bill: 
Zimbabwean journalists caught practicing without 
being accredited by the Media and Information 
Commission (MIC) now risk two years imprisonment 
following the signing of the requisite amendment Bill 
by President Robert Mugabe. 


According to a government gazette published on January 7, 
2005, the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy 
jAmendment) Bill, has now been signed into law opening yet 
another chapter in Zimbabwe's repressive media environment. 


Under the AIPPA Amendment Act it is now an offence for 
unaccredited or suspended journalists to practice without 
accreditation. Journalists caught on the wrong side of the law 
now risk a two-year jail term or a fine not exceeding level seven 
or both such fine or imprisonment. 


This follows the amendment of Section 83 prohibiting 
unaccredited or suspended journalists form practicing journalism. 
Clause 4 of the Act amends paragraph 4 of the Fourth Schedule 
to the principal Act providing among other issues, the dismissal 
or suspension of members of the MIC so as to provide for the 
appointment of an Independent Disciplinary Committee. 


The disciplinary committee will determine whether any 
member of the Commission suspended by the Minister of 
Information and Publicity in the President's Office should be 
dismissed. (Media Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek, 
Jan 12) 


Independent publication threatened with closure: The 
government-controlled Media and Information Commission (MIC) 
has threatened the recently launched independent publication 
Weekly Times that it risks imminent closure for allegedly 
misleading the commission on the thrust of its editorial policy. 


The Weekly Times, which is published in Bulawayo by 
Mthwakazi Publishing House, hit the streets for the first time on 
January 2, 2005. In a January 5 letter addressed to the paper's 
chief executive, Godfrey Ncube, MIC Executive Chairman 
Tafataona Mahoso notified the publishing company that it risked 
having its licence suspended or cancelled. 


According to Mahoso, the publishing company told the MIC 
that the Weekly Times aimed to “inform, educate, spearhead 
development in the country and uphold the rules of fairness, 
impartial reporting, hanesty and integrity." 


The MIC, however, now suspects that the publisher misled 
the commission upon observing that the paper is not a "general 
news vehicle” as had been pledged in its application papers, 
Mahoso said. “It is a running political commentary through and 
through. The paper makes no attempt at impartial reporting," 
Mahoso stated in his letter, a copy of which was obtained 
by MISA-Zimbabwe. (Media Institute of Southern Africa, 
Windhoek, Jan 12) , 


c. MDC Chairwoman Raped: A Chitungwiza 
MDC youth chairwoman was on New Year’s Eve 
allegedly assaulted, raped and left for dead by five 
fellow opposition party activisis. 


She is still in hospital six days after the attack in an open 
space near Zengeza 1 High School at around 9 pm. Dickson 
Tarusenga (47), John Matienga (28), Tinei Rwizi (26), Stephen 
Nyikadzino (27) and Biggie Chitengu (31) allegedly drove to their 
chairwoman’s residence in Zengeza on December 31 2004 in 
the evening. 


- Knowing them, she opened the door. As they stood at.the 
entrance, they invited her for an urgent MDC meeting they said 
she was supposed to chair and she accepted, the charges on 
court records read. As they were approaching Gandinga Road 
in the same suburb, Tarusenga, Matienga, Rwizi, Nyikadzino 
and Chitengu, it is alleged, started beating her. 


It is alleged they questioned her why she was voted 
chairwoman when male candidates were available. The five 
allegedly dragged her to an open area near the pre-cast wall of 
Zengeza 1 High School where they started hitting her with batons 
and whipped her. Tarusenga is then said to have undressed 
the defenceless woman and raped her. 


Itis alleged she passed out during the rape. She regained 
consciousness the following morning and was rescued by a 
passer-by, who took her to her parents’ home. The matter was 
reported to the police who then took her to hospital. (The Herald, 
Harare, Jan 6} 
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ANGOLA 


a. GM food ban comes into effect, sparks WFP 
concern: An Angolan law banning the import and 
use of genetically modified (GM) foods has come 
into effect, sparking fears that donor contributions - 
already being scaled back - will be cut even further. 


The law, which came into effect in December 2004, prohibits 
the entry of GM seeds and grains unless for food relief. But 
even grains, like maize, must be milled before they are distributed 
to beneficiaries, either before arriving in the country or soon after. 


Humanitarian workers fear this costly milling process will 
mean less produce will get through to the one million people in 
Angola - many of them displaced persons or returning refugees 
- who still rely on food aid to survive. 


The World Food Programme (WFP) insisted it was not trying 
to pressurise the government into accepting GM products, but 
warned that the new law could adversely affect food contributions 
from donors. "This ban affects WFP because it could reduce the 


donations we receive. Some donors have already expressed ` 


their intention to reduce donations because of the extra costs 
the milling would imply," WFP spokesman Cristovao Simao told 
IRIN. (UN Integrated Regional Information 7 Networks, Luanda 
Jan 25) 


b. National Police dismantle gangs: Angola's 
National Police recently dismantled two armed 
gangs of criminals in the outskirts of Cabinda city 
(north), Angop learned on Jan 27. 


According to Police spokesman, inspector Augusto Mazebo, 
the gangs were involved in armed robbery. Two of the members 
are citizens from the Democratic Republic of Congo. The local 
police detained 27 people, supposedly in connection with 40 
crimes recorded over the last seven days. (Angola Press 
PEPIS: Luanda, Jan 27) ; 


BURUNDI 


a. Another date set for constitutional referen- 
dum: Burundi’s National Independent ‘Electoral 
Commission announced a new date on Jan 25 for 
the constitutional referendum, a key step in the 
country’s transition to democracy. 


The referendum is to be held on 28 February, Commission 
Chairman Paul Ngarambe announced in Bujumbura in separate 
meetings with civil society and political parties. The: plebiscite 
was initially set for October 2004, and then postponed to 26 
November and then again to 22 December. In December, it was 
delayed yet again, but with no new date being set until now. 


Ngarambe said one of the reasons the commission had to 
delay the ballot was that voter lists had not been completed. In 
the fast two weeks the lists were put on public display, although 
many voters voiced complaints. 


Some names were omitted from the lists. Others on lists in 
one province appeared on the lists in another province. 
Ngarambe said the commission would seek to make all 
necessary corrections. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bujumbura, Jan 25) 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1561] 


b. Governor of Bubanza Province shot dead: 
Gunmen in Burundi’s Bubanza Province shot dead 
Governor Isaie Bigirimana on Jan 23 at Gihanga, 
about 20 km north of the capital, Bujumbura. 


Bigirimana was travelling by car from Bubanza to Bujumbura 
with a police officer and another aide when they were ambushed 
by men believed to be members of Agathon Rwasa’s Forces 
nationales de liberation (National Liberation Forces - FNL-Pali- 
pehutu). Burundi army spokesman Maj Adolphe Manirakiza told 
IRIN that the police officer was also killed, The aide who escaped 
said the attackers ordered them out of the car and then shot the 
other two dead. ` 


"The governor's vehicle was ambushed at Tranversal 7 [a 
road leading to Bubanza] near the Rukoko Forest Reserve, fhe 
FNL stronghold, at 5:15 p.m. and by that time, the security ferces 
and former CNDD-FDD combatants [the Conseil National pour 
la Defense de la Democratie-Force pour la defense de la 
democratie] had left their respective positions,” Manirakiza szid. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, 
Jan 24) 


c. Cholera, food shortages threaten Bu- 
rundians, says UN : Cholera has broken out in 
some of the most densely populated suburbs of 
Burundi's capital, Bujumbura, and more than 50 
cases have been reported to public health facilities, 
the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. 


The Kamenge neighbourhood alone reported more than 20 
cases, while the Nyakabiga, Bwiza, Buyenzi and Ngagara 
districts have all been affected. ` 


The World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) and health care non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) met to map out containment and preventive actions, 
OCHA said. 


Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) have estimated thal fate 
rains, recent hailstorms, floods and the spread of a disease of 
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the basic cassava root crop were increasing food insecurity in 
some communities in the Ruyigi and Cankuzo provinces. 


Sixty-three families had fled Kirundo province and gone to 
the Kabuyenge internally displaced persons (IDP) camp in 
Gisuru province in search of food, OCHA said, adding that it 
was organizing emergency aid. (UN News Service, New York, 
Jan 18) 


CAPE VERDE 


a. United States and Cape Verde sign joint 
declaration on science and technology coop- 
eration: US Under Secretary of State for Global 
Affairs Dr Paula Dobriansky and Cape Verde 
Ambassador to US Jose Brito signed a Joint 
Declaration on Science and Technology coopera- 
tion between the two countries, US Department of 
State said on Jan 7 


The Joint Declaration lays the foundation for science and 
technology partnerships, research projects and capacity building 
opportunities in a number of areas including oceanography, 
fishejes sciences, water resource management, natural re- 
source conservation, and desalination technologies. 


In Cape Verde, the U.S. Geological Survey will initiate 
cooperation under the Joint Declaration by collaborating with the 
Cape| Verde government and interested parties such as univer- 
sities, private companies and non-governmental organizations 


to help develop a Cape Verde Islands National Resources 


Information System that will support the conservation and 
restoration of ecological and biological resources. (United States 


Department of State, Washington, DC, Jan 15) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Election postponed, but most banned 
candidates can stand:.All the candidates banned 
in December 2004 from running. in upcoming 
presidential elections in the Central African Republic 
(CAR) can now participate except one: the former 
president, Ange-Felix Patasse. 


State radio announced the news on Jan 2 and said that 
presidential, as well as legislative elections would be postponed 
from 13 February to 13 March. : 


The announcement followed talks on Jan 1 in Gabon’s 
capital, Libreville, between CAR leader Francois Bozize and 
representatives of political parties and civil society groups. 


The talks, mediated by Gabonese President Omar Bongo, 
sought to alleviate a political crisis that followed a decision on 
30 December 2004 by CAR's transitional constitutional court to 
allow only five candidates to contest the presidency. 

Bozize is one of the candidates allowed to run. The banned 
candidates claimed the decision by the court was illegal and 
demanded that the court be dissolved. 

The participants signed the "Libreville Agreement’, which 
effectively overturned the court's ruling. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bangui, Jan 2) 


[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1538] 
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CHAD 


a. Country’s oldest privately-owned radio 
station suspended: RSF has called on Chad’s 
High Council of Communications (Haut Conseil de 
la communication, HCC) to rescind its week-long 
suspension of the privately-owned non-profit radio 
station DJA FM. The station was suspended from 
January 17 to 24. 


The organisation also urged the regulatory body 
to withdraw its threat to close down the station 
permanently if it is unable to pay its annual dues. 


"This is the first time the HCC has taken such as decision 
and its effect could be dramatic, as the HCC is well aware that 
the country’s 13 privately-owned radio stations are operating in 
a very difficult economic context," RSF said. — 


"f DJA FM and other stations are forced to close, this will 
constitute a serious blow to free’expression and news diversity 
in Chad," the organisation warned, while urging the authorities 
to demonstrate their support for press freedom by allowing DJA 
FM to resume broadcasting. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, 
Jan 18) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Militias disrupting disarmament and rein- 
tegration efforts in Congo (DR), says UN: Two 
rebel militias, who are about to become integrated 
into the national army of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC) as part of a peace accord 
ending several years of wars, are trying to ‘desta- 
bilize the eastern ituri region, slowing United 
Halll disarmament and reintegration efforts 
there. f 


Denouncing militia activities, the UN Organization Mission in 
the DRC (MONUC) is calling on the leaders of the Union of 
Congolese Patriots (UPC) and the Front for the Nationalists for 
Integration (FNI), who are to become senior officers in the 
national army, to assume responsibilities and instruct their 
members to hand in their weapons within the framework of the 
disarmament and reintegration programme. 


ituri has been torn by factional conflicts for years, most 
recently earlier this month when thousands of refugees fled 
into neighbouring Uganda from ethnic fighting between the 
militias. The UPC is Hema and the FNI Lendu. (UN News 
Service, New York, Jan 27) 


16,000 Congolese flee to Uganda: More than 16,000 
Congolese refugees have fled to Uganda in the past several 
days following fighting in some areas of eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo, according to Monuc, the UN peacekeeping 
mission there. 


Monuc says there has been a surge in fighting in eastern 


Congo between two rival militia groups - the FNI and UPC-L. ` 


Some 10,100 refugees from Congo have camped at a primary 
school in Ishaka, in Uganda's western Kanungu District, after 
fleeing fighting. A UNHCR team is now in Ishaka to co-ordinate 
assistance to the new arrivals. 
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Shelter at the makeshift site is inadequate and water and 
sanitation conditions are insufficient. Most of the refugees 
brought some food with them, while others have received 
assistance from the host community. 

While some of the new arrivals have started to return home, 
others have asked to be relocated to the Kyaka refugee 
settlement for Congolese refugees. A second UNHCR team is 
in Kyaka to assess the possibilities of accommodating the new 
influx. (The East African, Nairobi, Jan 17) 


b. Four rebel militia camps in eastern Congo 
demolished by UN peacekeepers: United Nations 
peacekeepers in the eastern Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC) have demolished four camps 
belonging to armed rebel militias in the Ituri district 
and seized materials, including women’s clothing 
used as disguises, the UN mission said, Jan 26. 

Two of the camps were identified as belonging to the militia 
known as the Thomas Lubanga faction of the Union of Congolese 
Patriots (UPC-L) and the other two belonged to an unidentified 
group. All four were located near Ituri’s capital, Bunia. 

Besides the women's clothes, peacekeepers from the UN 
Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) seized machetes, 
drugs and uniforms in the raids on Jan 25. 

Meanwhile, UN peacekeepers shot dead a UPC-L major as 
they tried to arrest him near the central market of Fataki, 60 
kilometres north of Bunia, on charges of human rights violations. 
Two of his associates were arrested and turned over the DRC 
police, MONUC said. 

Mixed patrols of MONUC troops and idiss from the DRC's 
national army started operations in Bunia and removed two 
UPC-L roadblocks on the Bunia-Fataki road, it added. (UN News 
Service, New York, Jan 26) 


c. Three suspended Radio and TV Stations 
back on air: Two TV stations and a radio station 
silenced by the government on 18 January began 
broadcasting again on 21 January after the Binza 
Mto transmission center in Kinshasa restored their 
signal, according to Journalist in Danger, a local 
partner organization of Reporters Without Borders. 

The stations - Canal Congo TV (CCTV), Canal Kin TV (CKTV) 
and Radio Libert Kinshasa (RALIK) - are owned by one of the 
country’s four vice-presidents,former rebel leader Jean-Pierre 
Bemba, who is in dispute with President Joseph Kabila. The 
shutdown order came from information minister Henri Mova 
Sakanyi. (international Freedom of Expression Exchange 
Clearing House, Toronto, Jan 21) 


EGYPT 


a. Egypt accepts IMF norms: The government 

of Egypt has notified the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) that it will comply with its norms with 
effect from Jan 2. 

By accepting the obligations of Article VIII, Sections 2, 3 and 

4, IMF members undertake not to impose restrictions on the 

making of payments and transfers for current international 

transactions, and from engaging in any discriminatory currency 

arrangements or multiple currency practices without IMF ap- 


proval. Egypt joined the IMF on December 27, 1945. Its quata1 
is SDR 943.7 million (about US$1.45 billion). (international 
Monetary Fund, Washington, DC, Jan 26) 


ERITREA 


a. 2.3 million people in drought-stricken 
Eritrea need food aid: After droughts and delayed 
rains, some 2.3 million people in Eritrea will need 
more than quarter of a million tons in food aid tais 
year to supplement the inadequate harvest itey 
have produced, the United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) said, Jan 18. 

Cereal production late last year was forecast to be aboul. 35 
tons,less than half of the average of the last 12 years, another 
80 tons was to be purchased and 80 tons donated, leaving a 
deficit at 262,000 tons, FAO said. 


The failure of the March to May Azmera rains, during whish 
farmers prepare the land, pius the unusually short June to 
September Kremti growth rains not only reduced cereal proci c- 
tion, but forced pastoralists to move their herds early and would 
result in shortages of animal feed early this year. 

FAO called for short-cycle cereal seed varieties to be 
provided, in case this year's weather follows the pattern of the 
last several years. (UN News Service, New York, Jan 18) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. HIV/AIDS claims 115,000 lives in 2004: 
Ethiopia's Ministry of Health said that HIV/AIDS had 
claimed the lives of an estimated 90,000 adults and 
25,000 children in 2004. 


The figures were released during the government's launch 
of its new three-year treatment plan that will include the provision 
of free antiretrovirals to 320,000 HIV-positive people. 


According to a local newspaper, The Daily Monitor, Ethiopian 
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi said the government had already 
completed necessary préparations, and remained committed to 
countering the pandemic. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg, Jan 27) 


b. IFAD, Ethiopia sign $35 million loan agrss- 
ment to help small farmers: A new US$35 million 
International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD)-supported programme will help reduce the 
effects of fluctuating commodity prices on the 
incomes of smallholder farmers in Ethiopia and 
thereby contribute to improved incomes and food 
security. 

According to Reliefweb, the $35.1 million programme will be 
largely financed by a $27.2 million loan to Ethiopia from IFAD. 

The loan agreement was signed on Jan 20 at IFAD 
headquarters in Rome by Dr. Mengistu Hulluka, Ethiopian 
Ambassador and IFAD's President, Lennart Bge. 

And this fluctuation in agricultural output and commccity 
prices has dramatic consequences for small farmers, it said. 
(The Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Jan 26) 

ETC, Nokia, Eriksson sign mobile expansion project: The 
Ethiopian Telecommunications Corporation has signed a mctile 
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_ telephone expansion project agreement with Eriksson and Nokia 
that will benefit 6,50;,000 customers. The Executive Secretary of 
ETC Tesfaye Birru signed the agreement on Jan 20 with Jan 
Moin, Marketing Manger of Central-Eastern and Africa section 
of Eriksson. 


Eriksson agreed to accomplish the mobile network expansion 
project with the total of 427,317,022 birr (US$47,380,843). The 
project will serve a total of 425,000 customers in which out of 
these the 250,000 mobile lines are for service seekers and Addis 
Ababa. 


In addition to Addis Ababa the service will be provided to 
Axum-Rama, Axum-Abi Adi, Axum-Adi Arkai, Gondar Chewber, 
Gondar-Humera,: Jijiga-Gode-Kelafo, Nazareth -Assosa-Goba, 
Arbaminch-Sawala, Arbaminch-Jinka, Debremarkos-Dejen-Adet, 
Debremarkos,-Bure-Bumbadi, and Debremarkos-Bure- 
Nekemt. (The Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Jan 20) 


c. Mine blast kills 114, injures 293: The number 
of people who died from mine accidents at the Ethio- 
Eritrea border has reached 114 since the United 
Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) 
chien its operation in 2000, United Nations dis- 
closed. 


UNMEE said that the majority of the 114 people who died 
between 2000 and 2004 are civilians, children from both Ethiopia 
and Eritrea. 


The UNMEE report indicated that another 293 people have 
also been injured during the same period’in the mission area. It 
was also learnt that 42 people had died in mine accidents in 
2001 while 26 and 22 had died in 2003 and 2002 respec- 
tively. (The Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Jan 18) 


GAMBIA 


a. President attends ECOWAS summit: Presi- 
dent Yahya Jammeh returned to Banjul on Jan 25 
from the Ghanaian capital of Accra, where he was 
among 12 heads of state who attended the 28th 
summit conference of the Economic Community of 
West African States, ECOWAS. 


Among its recommendations, the summit approved a com- 
mon agricultural policy for the region, intended to ensure 
sustainable food security and decent remuneration for those 
engaged in agriculture, which is the mainstay of the region's 
economy. 


ECOWAS leaders also approved the revised master plan for 
improving electricity supply in the region through increased 
investment in generation and distribution. 


Also the establishment of a common regulatory regime known 
as the West Africa power pool which will institute power trading, 
reduce the cost of generation and facilitate private sector 
participation. 


So far only three countries including the Gambia have ratified 
the Ecowas energy protocol. At the end of their deliberations, 
the summit elected as ECOWAS chairman President Mamadou 
Tanja of Niger, who takes over from President John kufuor of 
Ghana. (Gambia Daily News, Banjul, Jan 26) 
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b. Gambia donates items worth $250,000 to 
tsunami victims: Following the Tsunami natural 
disaster that hit South-East Asia and the Indian 
Ocean countries recently, President Yahya Jammeh 
on behalf of the government and people of the 
Gambia, has donated 175 cartons of brand new 
clothes and educational materials, worth over 
$250,000, to the victims. 


The Gambian leader on January 14 handed over the items, . 
through his Jammeh Foundation for Peace, to the resident 
representative United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). at 


President Jammeh said the items arrived in the country, a 
day after the Tsunami occurred, and that they were originally 
intended for the Jammeh Foundation to distribute to the poor in 
the country. After news of the disaster, he decided to donate the 
materials to the United Nations for the victims of the Tsunami. 


"The Gambia may be poor, but we have a rich heart for 
humanity", the Gambian head of state said. (Gambia Daily 
News, Banjul, Jan 17) 





GHANA 


a. Accidents claim 1,283 lives: Statistics at the 
National Road Safety Commission (NRSC) have 
revealed that a total of 1,283 people died in Ghana 
in road accidents during the first three quarters of 
2004, while 9,520 sustained injuries involving 
15,433 vehicles. 


The data, made available to Public Agenda, also indicated 
that out of the total number of deaths, Ashanti Region alone 
recorded the highest of 452 deaths, making the region the most 
dangerous . 


The Greater Accra Region came second with 178 deaths, 
Eastern Region 164; Central Region 150; Brong Ahafo Region 
134; Western Region 66; Volta Region 61; Northern Region 49; 
Tema Metropolis 32; Upper East and Upper West Regions came 
in that order as regions with less deaths. 


Regarding injuries through accidents, the Ashanti Region 
also led with a total of 2,308. Greater Accra follows Ashanti with 
2,084. The Central has 1,424 injuries with Tema at 1,007; 
Volta 546; Brong Ahafo444; Western 410; Northern 299; Upper 
East 147 and Upper West 27 in that order. (Public Agenda, 
Accra, Jan 24) 


GUINEA 


a. Imam detained for attack on President 
Conte dies in custody: An elderly Muslim cleric, 
who was one of 54 people detained at a mosque 
following an assassination attempt against Presi- 
dent Lansana Conte of Guinea, has died in custody, 
Officials and relatives said on Jan 24. 


The government released ail the other people who had been 
picked up along with Alhaji Mamadi Toure during prayers at his 
mosque, Jan 19, even though none of them had been questioned 
by police. 
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One of the group, Namory Toure, told IRIN that during their 
three days in detention "we were neither questioned, nor tortured 
or harrassed." The detainees were arrested at a mosque near 
the spot where Conte’s motorcade came under fire from 
unidentified gunmen. 


The 70-year-old president, who has ruled Guinea for the past 
21 years, was unhurt, but one of his bodyguards was seriously 
injured. Officials said Imam Toure, who was 68, suffered a cardiac 
attack while in custody. Imam leaves behind two-wives and 15 
children. (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, 
Conakry, Jan 24) 


KENYA 


a. Famine threatens 700,000 in Coast: More 
than 700,000 people in Coast Province are facing 
starvation following crop failure caused by poor 
rains. 

Parts of Kwale, Kilifi and Taita Taveta were facing food 
shortages, said provincial commissioner Cyrus Maina, Jan 26. 

But the Government was working hard to ensure no one died 
of hunger, he said adding: “At the moment, a team from my 
office is going around assessing the food situation in all of the 
affected areas and | can assure you that no one will starve." 
Maina said the Government would soon ask for food aid from 
the private sector to alleviate the problem. He asked all district 
commissioners to be at the forefront in the fight against hunger 
and urged agricultural extension officers to give farmers seeds 
for planting in time. (The Nation, Nairobi, Jan 27) 

b. 15 killed in clashes over water, land: The 
death toll from the Jan 22 fighting over water and 
pasture in Naivasha’s Mai Mahiu area stood at 15 
and was rising. 

And 12 people, among them three children, were admitted 
to Kijabe Hospital and Mai Mahiu Health Centre with serious 
injuries. But independent sources put the number of injured at 
25, adding that some had not been taken for treatment. One 
person, who had arrows lodged in his body, was undergoing 
operation at the Naivasha Sub-District Hospital. 

The Kijabe and Naivasha hospitals and the Mai Mahiu Health 
Centre were a hive of activity as grieving relatives and friends 
searched for the injured and missing kin. An estimated 40 homes 
were burnt in the skirmishes and hundreds of livestock stolen 
and others maimed. 

And seven suspects were arrested in connection with the 
killings as a contingent of administration and regular police 
patrolled the affected areas. (The East African Standard, 
Nairobi, Jan 24) 


LIBERIA 


a. Rebel fighters go rioting for dole : A group 
of 200 former rebel fighters rioted in Gbarnga, a 
town in northern Liberia, earlier this week to protest 
at the United Nations’ failure to pay them the second 
half of their US$300 resettlement allowance, eye- 
witnesses told IRIN. 

UN peacekeepers intervened quickly to restore order. The 
pre-dawn protest on Jan 26 followed recent admission by UN 


and government officials that the authorities had run out of 


-~ money to fund the rehabilitation of more than 100,000 former 


combatants who were disarmed in 2004 following a 14-year civil 
war. vi i 


Earlier this month, about 500 ex-fighters were expelled frem 
secondary schools in the capital Monrovia because the Natio-al 
Commission for Disarmament, Demobilisation, Rehabilitat on 
and Reintegration had failed to pay their fees. 


The disturbances in Gbarnga, 200 km northeast of Monrowa, 
were staged’ by former soldiers of the Liberians United for 
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebel movement, which 
had a strong presence in the Gbarnga area before the civil wer 
ended in August 2003. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Monrovia, Jan 27) 


60 suspects remanded for crimes: Sixty persons, wmo 
were rounded up at Monrovia’s northeast suburb of Paynesville, 
appeared before the Monrovia City Court on Jan 26 and were 
charged with various crimes. The charges range from loitering, 
prowling and illegal possession of narcotic drugs, court officers 
said. (The Analyst, Monrovia, Jan 27) t 


b. Ritualistic killings reported in South: Many, 
people had thought the deployment of UN 
peacekeepers in the Southeastern Liberian County 
of Maryland would have quashed the wave of 
ritualistic killings known as "gboyo". On the contrary, 
Marylanders are once more living in fear after the 


reemergence of gboyo activities in the region. 


The issue of "gboyo" or "heartman" is an ancient pracice 
that continues to claim the lives of many people, mosily in 
Maryland County. 


The practice of killing people for ritualistic purposes dates 
back to the 1970s and is widespread, mainly during electoral 
season. In 1977, the late President William R. Tolbert, Jr. signed 
the death warrant of seven persons from the same county 
(Maryland) after being convicted for engaging in ritualistic 
killings. 


Former Superintendent Anderson and the County's C~ief 
Education Officer (CEO), Francis Nyenpan, were hanged alcng 
with five others. According to our correspondent, a wor-an 
identified as Sie Youdeh (90) was murdered in broad daylight 
on the Harper-Cavalla Highway, with vital parts extracted from 
her body. (The News, Monrovia, Jan 17) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Locusts wreak havoc: The United Nations 
World Food Programme (WFP) on Jan 17 appealad 
for immediate food aid for 400,000 people in 
Mauritania, where locusts and drought have hit 
agricultural production. 


"The international community must respond if we are to avoid 
a humanitarian crisis in Mauritania," WFP's country repre- 
sentative Sory Quane said of the appeal for $30.8 million fer a 
2005-07 operation covering urgent needs. "This kind of food 
shortage, in an already burdened country like Mauritania, can 
only spell further deterioration of rural household’s livelihoods 
unless we act now.” 
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In the worst invasion in 15 years in the Sahel region bordering 
the Sahara, locusts infested 100 per cent of Mauritania’s 
agricultural production zone. The south, the hardest hit area, is 
home to about a quarter of the population of nearly 3 million and 
families living there have virtually no access to non-agricultural 
income. __ 


>A WFP vulnerability study. shows that 60 per cent of 
households in the agro-pastora! zone will not have enough to 
eat in the coming year, and the lean season during 2005 is 
expected to be harsher than usual. 


Locusts wiped out not only cereals in Mauritania but also 
pulses and other vegetables. Crop assessments indicate a food 
deficit -of 187,000 tons. Insufficient rainfall also hampered 
production. In addition, the locusts and drought have damaged 
the rangelands vital to cattle, the mainstay of people's livelihood. 
(UN News, Service, New York; Jan 1 7) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Cardoso’s killer returns: Mozambique’s most 
wanted criminal, the killer of star journalist Carlos 
ei "Anibalzinho", has been extradited from 
Canada. ' j 


The convicted: killer escaped from a high-security prison in 
Maputo in May 2004, and will now toe a new trial, for the 
November 2000 slaying. 


- Anibal Antonio dos Santos Junior, better known as "Anibalz- 
inho”, has now been deported from Canada, where his petition 
for refugee status was turned down in December 2004. He 
arrived in Mozambique on Jan 22, and was being held at police 
headquarters in the capital, Maputo, according to the state-run 
AIM’ news agency and local sources. 


While his refugee petition was pending, Mozambican authori- 
ties requested the extradition of "Anibalzinho" from Canada. The 
two countries. have no extradition treaty, slowing the process of 
returning the suspect. (International Freedom of Expression 
Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, Jan 27) 


NIGER 


, a. Vice’ President commends Nigeria-Niger 
ties: Vice President Atiku Abubakar on 17 January 
commended the cordial relationship existing be- 
tween Nigeria and Niger Republic,.and pledged to 
continue to work cya? Srengthening bilateral 
ties. ’ 


He spoke.while playing host to a ‘Special Envoy representing 
the Government -of Niger, Mr Rabiou Daouda. Daouda led a 
three-man ‘delegation to the Presidential Villa to present the 
annual Sallah message to the Government and people of Nigeria. 


Sallāh, one of the pillars of Islam, ʻ'is an Arabic word that 
means spiritual relationship and communication between the 
creature and his Creator. The 2005 Sallah celebrations took 
place on 20 and 21 January, which’ have both been declared 
public holidays. 

‘Daouda conveyed his Government's gratitude to the Nigerian 
Government and highlighted the value Niger places on Nigeria. 
owe First, Abuja, Jan 27) 
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b. ECOWAS elects President Tandja as new 
head: President Mamadou Tandja of Niger was 
elected chairman of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) at the annual 
summit of the 15-nation body, which is still wrestling 
to end a civil war in Cote d'Ivoire. 


Like his predecessor, Ghanaian President John Kufuor, who 
heid the chair of ECOWAS for the past two years, Tandja is à 
man of impeccable democratic credentials. ` 


A former army colonel who failed in his first two attempts to 
win the presidency through the ballot box, he was re-elected for 
a second five-year term in ‘December 2004 in polls viewed as 
free and fair by international observers. "I will.continue to pursue 
peace efforts in Cote d'ivoire,” Tandja said after being. unani- 
mously chosen as the new ECOWAS chairman on Jan 19. 


"The various factions should look beyond their personal 
interests. They should be more committed to peace efforts so 
ECOWAS can concentrate on bringing development and 
investment into the sub region.". (UN Integrated. Regional 
Information Networks, Accra, Jan 20) 


NIGERIA 


a. ‘NBC issues 288 licences to operators’: 
Director-General of National Broadcasting Commis- 
sion (NBC), Dr. Silas Yisa, on Jan 26 said over | 
288 licences. have been so far issued to both 
television and radio operators in the country. 


- Speaking in an interview with This Day, the-director-general 
maintained that more licences would still be issued for any 
interested members of the public who may intend to run a private 
television or radio. 


He noted that a fot of innovative ideas had been injected into 
the commission to ensure equal opportunities for all the nation’s 
political class. On the commission plans for 2007, Yisa stressed 
that the commission had mapped out strategies on political 
seminars and education to serving politicians.. 


He said efforts would be geared toward equality, sincerity 
and fair play for: all politicians in the electronic media be it 
television or radio. He, however, appealed to Nigerians to allow 
the scheme. to work for the benefit of the nation. (This Day, 
Lagos, Jan 27) 


Newspaper publisher arrested: On January 19, the Rivers 
State Police Command arrested Jerry Needam, publisher of the 
Port Harcourt-based weekly tabloid National Network, for 
publishing reports on Rivers State Police Commissioner 
Sylivester Araba. 


A team of police officers picked up Needam, publisher of the 
newly established newspaper, on the morning of January 19 as 
he arrived at his office in Port Harcourt. Needam is also a former 
special assistant to the Rivers State information commissioner. 


Needam and Araba had returned ‘from Israel on January 10. 
Their trip was sponsored by the Rivers State government for the 
annual pilgrimage to the holy land. On his return, Needam 
published a story on the front page of his newspaper reporting 
that the police commissioner “slumped while climbing Mount 
Sinai." (Media Rights Agenda, Lagos, Jan 17) 
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RWANDA 


a. US$25 million W B loan for power sector: 
The World Bank on Jan 27 approved an Interna- 
tional Development Association (IDA) credit* of 
US$25 million to enhance power generation capac- 
ity. f 

The Urgent Electricity Rehabilitation Project, as it is known, 
was prepared on a fast-track ‘six-month period in response to 
the request from the Government of Rwanda, according to 
Malcolm Cosgrove-Davies of the World Bank. 


‘The project will receive euro 5 million in additional funding 
from the Nordic Development Fund. Cosgrove-Davies said the 
four-year project is expected to improve the power supply. This 
will include the launching of a program of independent micro-hy- 
dro power grids to expand connections in rural areas and a 
program to improve the exploitation and use of biofuels. (World 
Bank, Washington, DC, Jan 27) 


b. Gendarme killed an estimated 10,000 Tutsis 
at Murambi, says witness: A prosecution witness 
in the trial involving four military officers of the former 
Rwandan army (Ex-FAR) on charges of genocide, 
crimes against humanity and war crimes before the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 
on Jan 25, deposed that members of the Gendarme 
killed an estimated 10,000 Tutsis in Murambi aouh 
Rwanda). , > 


The witness cnde-rarned ANI/KE! is the 6th prosecution 
witness to testify in this so-called Military I! trial involving, the 
former chief-of-staff of the Paramilitary Police (gendarmerie), 
Gen Augustin Ndindiliyimana. 

The witness -recalled how "meetings were convened from 
April 13th convincing Tutsis to go to Murambi and Cyanika 
(Gikongoro, South Rwanda) where they will be protected". He 
testified, “at Murambi, Tutsis were surrounded by gendarmes". 
(Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, Jany 26) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1567] 
SAHARAWI ARAB DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


a. No sign of progress in ‘Western Sahara: 


dispute, says Annan: More than 13 years after 
they agreed to a ceasefire, the parties in Western 
Sahara remain deadlocked politically and there is 
no sign of any way to advance the stalled peace 
process, Secretary-General Kofi .Annan told the 
Security Council in his latest report on the work of 
the United Nations peacekeeping mission there. 


- Annan has warned that the situation in Western Sahara, while 
relatively calm, might deteriorate if the prolonged deadlock 
between the Moroccan Government and the Frente POLISARIO 
(Popular Front for the Liberation of the Saguia el-Hamra and Rio 
de Oro) group is not broken soon. 


"| remain prepared to help the parties find a solution to the 
current impasse," he says, adding that he was pleased there 
have been no indications that either side plans to resume 
hostilities, which were formally suspended when the UN Mission 
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for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO),’ began 
operations in September 1991. 


Annan also welcomed the continuing success of the family 
visits programme, which has allowed refugees living in carps 
in southwestern Algeria and residents of towns in Westem 
Sahara to see each other, sometimes for the first time in nearly 
three decades. He called on donor countries to spend more to 
maintain the programme and other confidence-building meas- 
ures. (UN. News Service, New York, Jan 28) 


SIERRA LEONE’ 


a. High maternal mortality rate: A pregnant 
woman.is more likely to die in child birth in Sierra 
Leone than in any other country in the world. Health 
experts blame a shortage of medical staff equipped 
to deal with complications that can occur during 
labour, as well as financial and logistical problems. 


In this West African country struggling to emerge from a 
decade-long civil war, 1,800 out of 100,000 women die during 
childbirth, according to the 2005 global report from the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). That's roughly two womea 
out of every 100. 


Sierra Leone's children fare even worse. Some 17 percent 
of all children die before they reach their first birthday and a | 
quarter die before they reach the age of five. 


. Samuel Pratt, who works as a UNICEF health officer in the 
capital Freetown, attributes Sierra Leone’s high matema 
mortality rate to the fact that many pregnant women turn to lacal 
midwives. These women from the community are without any 
formal education. 


"Eight percent of all deliveries are by traditional midwives 
but they are not trained to take care of complications,” he told 
IRIN from his office nestled on one of the tropical hillsides t-et 
surround the capital. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Njaiama Sewafe, Jan 28) 


b. Lassa fever kills 25 in Kenema: Over 25 
people in Kenema have died of Lassa fever at 
entra in the Lower Bambara chiefdom, Kenema 

istrict. 


Reports from Kenema Government Hospital indicated t-ai 
many people died of the disease after the international 
non-governmental organization MERLIN that was running the 
Hospital’s Lassa fever ward closed its operations in the distrizt. 
Head of ‘the District Health Management Team, Dr. Sam-_e! 
Stevens said the Hospital's Lassa fever unit lacks the facilites 
to combat the disease. 

Dr Aniru Conteh, who was heading the Kenema Hosp <2! 
Lassa fever unit, died of lassa fever in April 2004. (Concord 
Times, Freetown, Jan 26) 

c. Kabbah signs oil agreement with iran: 
President Kabbah on Jan 15 signed an agreement 
with Iran’s President Mohammad Khatami allowing 





` iran to undertake oil exploration and agricultural 


development in the country. 


A joint communique was signed by the two presidents at the 
end of President Khatami's visit to the country.President Kabbah 
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has agreed to set up a working committee for cooperation with 
Iran in mineral resources, oil exploration, dam construction, and 
energy. l 

"We've agreed that the Export Development Bank of Iran 
(EDBI) with cooperation of the Export Guarantee Fund of Iran 
EFG!) should commence banking operations with the govern- 
ment of Sierra Leone in the framework of providing goods and 
technical engineering services between the two states on short 
and medium periods,” the Communique, stated, adding that Iran 
is expected to set up a medical centre and teaching hospital in 
Freetown. (Concord Times, Freetown, Jan 21) 


SOMALIA 


a. Tsunami survivors need counselling to 
cope with trauma: The people of Hafun, a fishing 
hub on the northeastern coastline of the self-de- 
clared aufonomous region of Puntland, lost most of 
their homes and their fishing boats—and liveli- 
hoods, to the killer waves of tsunami. . Many are now 
terrified of the sea. 


“A quarrel between a man and his wife recently caused 
people to run out of their shelters believing that the sea was 
surging again," Said Muhammed, an education officer with Unicef 
in Hafun, said. 


"Children are e seriously traumatised and counselling facilities 
are not available locally," Maulid Warfa, an assistant programme 


officer with the UN World Food Programme (WFP), told IRIN.. 


"They do not want to go anywhere near the beach." 


According to Hawa Said Ismail, a volunteer teacher in a 
makeshift primary school that UNICEF built, children are still in 
a state of shock. 


“They speak of having dreams [about the tsunami] and look 
confused," she said. (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Hafun Peninsula; Jan 28) 


Relief supplies for tsunami victims: Shoprite/Checkers 
has donated four containers of clothing, blankets and food for 
the provincial government to distribute among the tsunami 
affected. 


Western Cape MEC for Local Government and Housing 
Marius Fransman received the goods on behalf of the victims at 
the Shoprite/Checkers Warehouse in Brakenfell. The retailer has 
also committed to paying costs for the shipping of the cargo. 


"“Shoprite/Checkers would not have been the biggest retail 
company in Africa if it were not for the people of Africa that 
supported us. "We believe in being actively invoived with the 
communities in which we do business. We therefore have to 
reach out to our brothers and sisters in the rest of Africa. 


"A lot of the international aid went to Middle East and very 
few of the countries looked at the needs of Africa. Unless Africa 
looks after itself we are not going to get much help from the First 
World countries,” he stated. (BuaNews, Pretoria, Jan 26) 


Thousands of tsunami-survivors IDPs: Thousands of 
people affected by the tsunami in Somalia had already been 
internally displaced persons following four years of successive 
drought and had moved to the coastal areas in search of 
opportunities, a report of the government said. 


"They had lost their livestock in the drought and the rest of 
the animals were decimated by torrential rains," said the report, 
compiled by a government assessment team that recently visited 
the affected areas in the semi-autonomous region of Puntland. 
"Thereafter, they moved to the coastal areas to get job 
opportunities and sustain their daily livelihood.” 

According to the report, about 3,344 families in Puntland had 
suffered a “triple disaster". 


First, they had been affected by four years of successive 
drought, which displaced them from their areas of origin. Then 
their livestock perished and finally comes the tsunami. 

About 20,000 people from these families were now "idly" 
living "in caves and under trees" near the coastline. Around 
298 people died or are missing and as many as 283 have been 
injured as a result of the tsunami in Puntland, the report said. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Garacad, 
Jan 20) - 


[Background info. Somalia, page 1557} 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. 40 present and former MPs in SA’s biggest 
scandal: Forty South African Members of Parlia- 
ment, past and present, were charged with fraud in 
the biggest corruption scandal in the country’s 
post-apartheid history. The 40 MPs—27 current and 
13 former—were charged with illegally using par- 
liamentary travel vouchers worth £1.5 million to pay 
for lavish trips for themselves and relatives, accord- 
ing to prosecutors. 

The identities of those charged have not been revealed but 
it is known 

Most of them are from the ruling African National Congress. 
Representatives from two other parties were also charged. The 
ANC claims that the charges prove that President Thabo Mbeki’s 
Government is not tough on corruption. "Travelgate" was first 
exposed by South Africa's Sunday Times in July 2004 and is 
the largest corruption case since the country achieved majority 
tule in 1994, (Guardian Newspapers limited, London/Hindu, 
New Delhi, Jan 23) 

b. 1,000 homeless after Kayamandi fire: About 
1,000 people were left homeless in Kayamandi near 
Stellenbosch when a raging fire swept through the 
area, destroying at least 200 shacks. 

The fire, which siarted around noon on Jan 20 in the area's 
Zone J informal settlement, was contained three hours later. 
Stellenbosch fire chief Lizaan Morta said 10 fire engines from 
the Stellenbosch and Winelands regions were called to extin- 
guish the fire. Three helicopters from Working on Fire were also 
called in. 

Theuns Botha, DA provincial leader, said the party was 
deeply concerned about the increase in fires in informal 
settlements and accused the provincial government of not having 
a workable plan for the informal settlements. "The fires are not 
only the product of the dire conditions in which people are forced 
to find land to live on, but also the failure of the provincial 
government to address the housing crisis.” (Cape Argus, Cape 
Town, Jan 21) 
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_ c. Three put on trial for throwing black worker 
to lions: A White South African and two Black 
accomplices accused of feeding a farm worker 
Chisale to a pride of lions went on trial in a shocking 
case. 

Mark Scott-Crossely, 37, co-accused Simon Mathebula, 42, 
and Richard Mathebula, 40, are charged with murdering black 
worker Nelson Chisale, whose bloodied remains were found 
inside a lion reserve in north-eastern South Africa a year ago. 

The three men are accused of assaulting Chisale with pangas 
(large knives) and tying him up, before feeding him to lions at 
the Mokwalo White Lion Project at Hoedspruit, about 400 km 
north-east of Johannesburg, in January 2004. ` 

A former worker at Engedi farm, who had been fired two 
months earlier, apparently for running a personal errand during 
work hours, Chisale had returned to collect his belongings when 
he clashed with Richard Mathebula, according to court papers. 

Chisale "was assaulted with pangas and bound with rope 
and electrical wire," the court documents said. The men allegedly 
loaded Chisale into a pick-up truck, drove him to the breeding 
project and heaved him over a fence and into a lion enclosure. 
Chisale died after "being mauled by a lion", according to the 
court documents. (Indian Express, New Delhi, Jan 24) | 


Fathers and sons—parted by AIDS and apart- 
heid: A frail Nelson Mandela, pain and grief etched 
into. his face, shuffled to the graveside 

ds and threw a handful of earth and a 
yellow rose on the coffin of the son he barely knew. 

The death this month of Magatho, Mandela’s last surviving 
son, again highlighted the courage of the respected stateman 
but also the enormous personal price that he has paid for the 
long years of struggle against aparthied. 


The day after Makgatho, 54, died of AlDS-related illenesses, 
Mandela won plaudits by saying publicly that his son had died 
of AIDS. As he buried his son in the village of Qunu, his ancestral 
home, memories of the sacrifice that he made for his country’s 
freedom from white-minority rule were ever present. 


It was here in the rolling farmland of the Eastern Cape where 
Mandela’s personal odyssey began after a white magistrate 
confiscated his father’s land. 


Mandela sat solemnly, tightly holding the hand of his wife, 
Graca Machel, eyes fixed on the flower-strewn coffin as he was 
reminded how little time he had been able to spend with his 
children, three of whom he has outlived. Zwelakhe Sisulu, 
Makgatho’s childhood friend and son of Walter Sisulu, Mandela’s 
fellow inmate, spoke movingly of the fathers they never knew. 


"Makgatho and myself never had a family life. Should we 
have had parental guidance, this might have never happened,” 
Sisulu said. 


"We grew up on our own. | get angry when | look at 
Makgatho's death. These are the consequences of apartheid”. 
Mandela was joined underneath the huge rain-filled skies of the 
Transkei by some of the great names of modern South 
Africa—Archbishop Desmond Tutu, his second wife Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela. President Mbeki and his old lawyer George 
Bizos. Mandela, 86, has outlived many old comrades and, 
tragically, many of his immediate family—juist when he finally 
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had time to spend with them. He looks increasingly frail and 
there is a palpable sense of urgency about dealing with 
unfinished business before it is too late. 

As Makgatho lay dying in a Johannesburg clinic. Mandela 
cancelled all other plans so that he could be at his bedside, and 
family sources say that there was a rapprochement of sorts. 


The former President has emerged to lead the country’s fight 


. against HIV-AIDS—a disease that he now calls a human rights 


issue. (Times, London/Statesman, New Delhi, Jan 19) 
(Background Info. South Africa, page 1570} 


SUDAN 


a. 100 killed in Darfur as air force bombs 
village: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan said on Jan 28 he was deeply disturbed by 
reports that Sudanese Government airplanes have 
bombed a village in the north of the war-scarred 
Darfur region, killing or injuring as many as 100 
people. 

in a statement issued by his spokesman, Annan described 
the attack as "the latest in a series of grave ceasefire violations 
that have resulted in a large number of civilian casualties, the 
displacement of thousands of people, and severe access 
restrictions for relief workers." 


Monitors from the African Union (AU) reported that the 
Sudanese air force bombed the village of Rahad Kabolong, near 
the town of Shangil Tobayi in North Darfur state, on Jan 25. UN 
humanitarian agencies have declared the location around Rahad 
Kabolong to be a "no-go” area for their staff unti: further notice. 


Annan urged both the Government in Khartoum and the rebel 
movements in Darfur, which took up arms against the Sudanese 
Government in early 2003, to comply fully with their commitments 
under the ceasefire agreement they struck. f 


This latest attack comes as the UN's most senior humani- 
tarian official warned the Security Council on Jan 28 that Darfur's 
perilous security .conditions are hampering UN aid agencies’ 
efforts to feed and assist many of t :e hundreds of thousands of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) 


Tens of thousands of people ha''e been killed and more than 
1.8 million forced from their homes because of the conflict in Darfur, 
an impoverished and isolated region the size of France on Sudan's 
western flank. (UN News Service, New York, Jan 28) 


150 Nigerian policemen for Sudan: A contingent of 150 
policemen, including senior officers are ready to depart Nigeria 
for Sudan for peace-keeping operations. 


A statement made available to This Day, and signed by Force 
Public Relations Officer (FPRO), Chris Olakpe (DCP), said the 
new Inspector General of Police (IGP) Sunday Ehindero, said 
this recently, while receiving the Sudanese Ambassador to 
Nigeria, His Excellency, Abdelrahim Ahmed Khalik, in his office 
at Louis Edet Piaza, Abuja. (This Day, Lagos, Jan 24) 


US to lobby for UN sanctions: US legislators who met with 
Darfur rebels in western’ Sudan and visited camps for Sudanese 
refugees in Chad over the weekend said they will be asking 
Washington to push for UN sanctions against the Sudanese 
government, a report said, Jan 24. 
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Rep Ed Royce, chairman of the House International Relations 
Sub-committee on Africa, travelled to Chad and a border town 
in neighbouring Sudan together with Ms Barbara Lee, Jim 
McDermott, Ms Diane Watson and Ms Betty McCollum, the 
official N'Djamena said. 


The Darfur conflict started in February 2003 when two 
non-Arab African rebel groups—the Sudan Liberation Army and 
the Justice and Equality Movement—took up arms in a bid for 
more power and a greater share of resources. 

The government responded with a counter-insurgency cam- 
paign in which a mostly Arab militia known as the Janjaweed 
has committed widescale abuses against people it says are allied 
to the rebels. (Asian Age, New Delhi Jan 25) 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1570] 


A peace deal and new worries: The peace 
treaty in Sudan between the government and the 
southern rebels brings to an end Af- 

rica’s oldest civil war, but signs of new 
civil strife appear elsewhere in the country. 


The signing of the peace treaty between the Sudanese 
government and the main southern rebel group on January 9 
signals the formal end to the longest running civil war in the 
African continent. In 1955, the Central government, dominated 
by the Muslim north, rejected the demand to decentralize power, 
prompting some Army officers from the south to revolt. More 
than two million people have died since the beginning of the 
internecine warfare and millions more have become internal 
refugees. 


In 1972, the government and the rebels signed the "Addis 
Ababa" agreement, which was honoured for more than a decade. 
3ut the introduction of Sharia, or Islamic law by the then 
President, Jaffar Nimeiry, in 1983 in the north of the country 
reignited the civil war. Many other factors too contributed to the 
resumption of the civil strife. 


John Garang, the leader of the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Army (SPLM/A), identified himself with the progres- 
sive liberation movements that had seized power in many 
African countries. Garang had also shared a close personal and 
political rapport with Mengistu Haile Merriam, the then President 
of Ethiopia. However, Garang today is a changed man. The major 
backers of Garang and the southern revolt are the Christian 
Right leadership in the United States and the church groups in 
Europe. 


The signing of the accord of January 9 in Kenya was 
witnessed by dignitaries from various countries, including 15 
heads of state from. Africa. india, which has strong economics 
ties with Sudan, was represented by Minister of State for External 
Affairs E Ahmed. There was high-level representation from the 
African Union (AU) and the Arab League. 


Under the terms of the treaty, the people of the south will be 
allowed to decide whether they want to continue to be with Sudan 
or not in a referendum to be held in 2011. In the interim period, 
the two sides will share power. Garang has assumed office as 
the Vice-President and is in charge of the administration in the 
south. - 


The two sides will henceforth be sharing oil revenues 
generated from the south and central regions of the country. 


"Today is a glorious day for Sudan and Africa, a day to alleviate 
the suffering and distress of our people", Sudanese President 
Omar Bashir said after signing the treaty. Garang said that the 
peace agreement "signals the beginning of one Sudan, regard- 
less of race, religion and tribe". He, however, cautioned that the 
failure of the treaty would lead to the country being "dissolved 
amicably and peacefully through a referendum”. In the 1980s 
Garang had sworn by a untied Sudan. 


The treaty owes its origins to the 1993 plan put forth by 
Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya and Eritrea under the auspices of the 
regional grouping IGAD (inter-governmental Authority on Devel- 
opment)and an Egypt-Libya initiative in 1990. The government 
offered autonomy to the rebels in the late 1990s. Most of the 
rebel groupings barring the SPLM/A and a few others accepted 
the terms set by Kharotoum at that time. 


Western oil firms, church groups back rebels: Western 
oil companies, church groups and human rights organizations 
lobbied with the US administration to wrest more concessions 
from the beleaguered Sudanese govemment, which is classified 
as a “terrorist state” by Washington. The Christian Right in the 
US was actively working on behalf of the southern rebels. It even 
included the issue on the Bush re-election agenda in 2004. There 
is a mistaken assumption that the south is overwhelmingly 
Christian, but the majority of the people are neither Christian 
nor Muslim. They continue to practise traditional African animist 
beliefs—pagan in Christian and Islamic terminology. 


The Sudanese economy has been affected badly by the 
economic sanctions imposed by the West since the early 1990s. 
The government desperately wanted Sudan to be a "normal" 
State, free of sanctions and other forms of extraneous pressures. 
The Bush administration, in an attempt to tighten the screws on 
Sudan further, appointed former Senator John Danforth as 
“presidential envoy” to Khartoum in 2002. Danforth later became 
US Permanent Representative in the United Nations. 


It was Danforth who lobbied successfully for a meeting of 
the Security Council to be held in Nairobi in November in 2004. 
It is only on rare occasions that the Council meets outside the. 
UN headquarters in New York. It was at that meeting that the 
two warring Sudanese sides ironed out their remaining differ- 
ences and agreed on the present power-sharing formula. 


The Bush administration is taking much of the credit for 
brokering the peace deal. The Bill Clinton and George W Bush ~- ` 
administrations have applied tremendous pressure on Khartoum 
since the late 1990s. After the terrorist attacks on the US 
embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam, the US launched 
missile attacks against civilian targets in Khartoum. There was 
not even a shred of evidence linking the Sudanese government 
with the terrorists responsible for the attacks against US targets. 


_An independent international inquiry commission came to this 


conclusion several years ago. 


Despite the Sudanese government bending over backwards 
on many occasions to accommodate US interests, the pressure 
from the West has been unrelenting. Khartoum cooperated with 
Washington in sharing valuable information regarding terrorist 
networks in the region. Political parties of Islamist orientation 
were sidelined in the country. The activities of prominent Islamist 
leaders, such as Hassan al Turabi, have been severely 
circumscribed. All this has evidently been to no avail. In fact, 
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many Western commentators are now predicting the "inevitable" 
break-up of the country, the largest in Africa. 


As soon as the contours of a peace deal with the southern 
rebels was worked out, another rebellion broke out in the western 
part of the country, in the Darfur region. Now there are reports 
coming out of yet another rebellion brewing in the north-east of 
the country. Garang has already started criticizing the govern- 
ment’s handling of the Darfur crisis. The Darfur rebels have 
enioyed the tacit support of the southern rebels. However, 
Khartoum hoped that the southern leadership would change its 
stance once it had a meaningful stake in governance. Many 
smaller southern rebel groups consider Garang an authoritarian 
figure incapable of delegating power or fostering a democratic 
spirit, as the SPLA transforms itself into a political party. 


As things stand today, Garang, a Vice-president, has a 
Herculean task ahead of him—to bring relief and development 
to the south with 7.5 million people. The per capita income of 
the region is said to be only $90 a year. It is much higher in the 
North. Each region is entitled to $1.5 billion every year from the 
projected oil revenues. This economic bonanza should come in 
handy as the government tries its hand at poverty alleviation. 


Danforth was unsuccessful in putting the Darfur issue on the 
agenda of the Security Council during the Nairobi special 
session. But, pressure will be kept up on Sudan on the issue. 
The West wants an immediate dispatch of a large number of 
multinational peacekeeping force while the Sudanese govern- 
ment has only reluctantly accepted the presence of around 3,500 
peacekeepers belonging to the AU. The Darfur rebels, compris- 
ing two groups—the Sudan Liberation Army/Movement and the 
Justice and Equality Movement-—-seem to be in no mood to enter 
into a negotiated settlement with the government. They are 
optimistic that pressure from the West will eventually force the 
government to give them the kind of favourable deal that the 
rebels in the south got. 


From available indications, the government in Khartoum will 
have a tough time restraining the separatist tendencies that seem 
to be proliferating in Sudan. 


~—John Cherian in Frontline, Madras, Feb 11, 2005). 


TANZANIA 


a. 350,000 cows died of bovine penumonia 
since 1990: Control of livestock diseases in Tanza- 
nia, which cost the industry millions of dollars each 
year, is being hampered by technical problems in 
both the vaccine and veterinary delivery services, 
the Minister for Water and Livestock Development 
Edward Lowassa said. 


Speaking in Arusha recently during the Annual Scientific 
Conference of the Tanzania Veterinary Association (TVA), 
Lowassa said that although rinderpest was eradicated in 1997 
and Newcastle disease "successfully controlled" through vacci- 
nation, contagious bovine pleural-pneumonia (CBPP) disease 
still poses a major threat. 


The livestock industry has lost about $136 million over the 
past 14 years due to the disease, which has affected the couniry’s 
participation in the international livestock and livestock products’ 
trade. 


Since the outbreak of the disease in 1990, about 350,200 
cows, valued at Tsh40 billion ($40 million), have died. It has also 
led to poor quality animal products, a total loss of Tsh60 billion 
($60 million). 

Lowassa told veterinary experts and other stakeholders that 
after declaring the disease a national disaster, the government 
had started to distribute the CBPP vaccine to the communities. 
Some 10 million doses of the vaccine have been purchased and 
distributed so far. (The East African, Nairobi, Jan 24) 


UGANDA 


a. Six killed, 2,000 huts gutted in IDP camp: 
Preliminary reports indicate that an inferrio on Jan 
28 left six people dead and over 2,000 huts 
destroyed at Agweng Internally Displaced People's 
camp in Erute. North. Over 10,000 people were left 
homeless. 

Officials of Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) Holland who 
have been running a clinic in the camp since November 2004 
said six people were confirmed dead and over 2,000 huts burnt. 

The fire started around 3pm and lasted about three hours. 
The wife to a UPDF soldier in the camp reportedly poured ash 
containing live coal in a rubbish pit which later caught fire and. 
spread to the whole camp. (The Monitor, Kampala, Jan 2€) 


9 IDPs Killed in Fire: At least nine people, eight of them 
children, were killed on Jan 22 when a fire swept through a 
displaced people’s camp in northern Uganda, burning down more 
than 4,000 grass-thatched huts, UN officials said. 

About 27,000 people living in Abece camp, about 45km fom 
Gulu town were left homeless, a day after another fire struck 
Agweng camp in paignbosing Lira district, affecting some 
20,000 people. : 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
the Uganda Red Cross Society (URCS) issued a statement 
expressing concern over the increasing fire outbreaks that have 
destroyed several Internally Displaced People's (IDPs) camps 
in Gulu, Kitgum and Lira districts in the last two months. 

The ICRC and URCS said they had started distributing 
emergency relief to the affected 1,548 families like tarpau ins, 
soap, blankets, cooking pots and jerricans. The camp horses 
about 4,578 families. 

“ The French news agency, AFP, quoted a representativ2 of 
the UN office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in 
northern Uganda, Andrew Timpson, as saying, "several children 
are still missing and it seems the toll could be higher. The 
destruction was very big." The chairman Lalogi-sub-county in 
Gulu district, Santo Okello said Abece camp was burnt dcwn. 
(New Vision, Kampala, Jan 24) 

b. Sleeping sickness kills 10: The district of 
Kaberamaido has been declared a disaster zone 
after 10 people died of sleeping sickness on 
January 10. 

Sleeping sickness is transmitted to human beings by tseise 
flies and they transmit an equivalent infection in animals celied 
nagana. in the meeting at the council chambers, the councilors 
said the district could no longer manage the mounting cases af 
the epidemic. 


R.N.L No. DELENG/2000/891 
1584 


African Chronicle 


oe? 


January 15-28, 2005 





The meeting was attended by a team of experts in tsetse fly 
and tripanosomiasis control led by Dr Nicholas Kauta. The 
District Director of Health Services, Dr Geoffrey Balengera, said 
that by January 17, ten people had died of sleeping sickness 
while 150 others had been.diagnosed as having the disease. 

He said the infection rate was 2 percent per day, which is 
too difficult for the poor district to handle. 

The LC5 Vice Chairperson, Ms Florence Kamasiko Ouga, 
said the district is poor and the epidemic had struck at a time 
when people displaced by the Lord's Resistance Army rebels 
are beginning to resettle i in the villages. rhe Monitor, Kampala, 
Jan 26) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. SA deports over 1,000 Zimbabweans: South 
Africa has finally deported more than 1,000 Zimbab- 
weans it was holding over the Christmas and New 
Year holidays accusing them of trying to take 
advantage of the free transport it provides to illegal 
immigrants for their travel back home for the festive 
season. 

According to the South African media, the Zimbabweans 
were part of the 4,000 illegal immigrants from various countries 
that were held at the Lindela Repatriation Centre, just outside 
Johannesburg over the festive season when the deportations 
were temporarily suspended. 

A spokesman for that country's Home Affairs Ministry, 
Nkosana Zibuyi, said the deported Zimbabweans were being 
taken to Beitbridge aboard trains. 

However, Sibuyi dismissed the widely held suspicion that 
South Africa was only targeting Zimbabweans in its swoop on 
illegal immigrants 

He said contrary to claims by civic groups that South African 
authorities targeted Zimbabweans for deportation, Mozambicans 
were the largest single group out of the total number of 
immigrants that were detained at the centre and later deported. 
"Zimbabweans are not the largest group. The largest single group 
of the illegal immigrants were Mozambicans," Sibuyi said. (The 
Herald, Harare, Jan 25) 


REGIONAL 


a. UK cancels Africa’s foreign debt: British 
treasury chief Gordon Brown began a six-day visit 
to Africa on Jan 12 by visiting a school in what some 
say is the largest slum in Africa to see the impact 
of Kenya’s free primary education policy on efforts 
to cut poverty. 

Brown plans to use his trip to Kenya, Tazania, Mozambique 
and South Africa to step up his appeal for greater international 


commitment to tackling global poverty. Britain has made 


improving living standards in Africa, the world's poorest conti- . 


nent, a priority during its presidency of the G-8 and European 
Union this year. He told students of the Kibera slum’s Olympic 
Primary School in Nairobi, one of the best performing the country, 
that he wanted to see for himself the impact of having more 
teachers, book and classrooms in Kenya’s primary schools. 


"| bring good wishes from the people in the United Kingdom 
to people here," Brown told the crowded classroom. (Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Jan 13) 


$150 million Mozambique’s debt cancelled: Britain has 
cancelled Mozambique’s debt of $150 million and said it will pay 
a percentage of the impoverished country's other foreign debt 
to aid development and fight poverty, a report said, Jan 16. 


"This gesture will contribute to the development of education 
and health sectors,". the Mozambique Prime Minister, Luisa 
Diogo, said after talks with Britain’s visiting Treasury chief, 
Gordon Brown, and outgoing President Joaquim Chissano. 


Brown, who announced cancellation of the debt to Britain, 
said his government is also offering to pay 10 per cent of 
Mozambique’s multilateral debt owed to the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund and African Development Bank. 
The total debt is $2 billion. He said Britain was trying to end 
debt repayments by poor nations. 


Appeal for commitment: Brown is on a trip to Africa, 
stepping up his appeal for greater international commitment to 
tackling global poverty. 


He has called for half a trillion dollars in aid for poor nations 
over the next 10 years—likening the initiative to the US Marshall 
Plan that rebuilt Europe after World War II. He is urging other 
countries to back his proposal for donors from richer national 
raising funds on the international markets. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
Jan 17) 


b. Polio returns to Africa: An international team 
of doctors is set to launch a last-ditch bid to save 
Africa from polio, a scourge once believed to have 
been defeated but which has recently returned to 
haunt the continent. 


Scientists say the attempt is a make-or-break effort to 
eradicate this crippling, sometimes fatal illness. Success would 
see poliomyelitis follow smallpox and become the second 
disease to be eradicated from the planet. Failure, and the 
disease could slip through the net of international controls set 
up to contain it, and undo 17 years of international effort costing 
£1.6 billion. "It is now or never," said Sona Bari, of the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative. "We are going to have to be every 
determined, however. The disease has come back because we 
slackened our effort and became complacent. We cannot let that 
happen again". (Guardian Newspapers Limited, London/Hindu, 
New Delhi, Jan 24) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Government lets courts silence the press: 
Reporters Without Borders voiced outrage on Feb 2 
at government indifference in the face of a series of 
harsh court decisions affecting newspapers in recent 
months, including prison sentences, heavy fines and 
the suspension of a newspaper by a court in the Sidi 
M'hamed district of Algiers on January 25. 


The press freedom organisation said it condemned the 
application of prison sentences in libel cases and called for 
press offences to be decriminalized by reforming the criminal 
code. 


Article 144 makes insulting or defaming the president 
punishable by two to 12 months in prison and a fine. . 


Reporters Without Borders also called on the Sidi M'hamed 
court to reject the request made by a prosecutor on January 25 
for the evening newspaper, Le Soir d’Algrie,:to be suspended 
for six months for libel, pointing out that the press code- makes 
no mention of suspension as a penalty in libel cases. (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, Paris, Feb 2) 


{Background Info. Algeria, page 1537] 
[Previous issue Algeria, page 1537] 


ANGOLA 


a. Cabinet approve accord on investments 
with South Africa: The Angolan Government 
signed an accord on Reciprocal Protection and 
Promotion of Investment between Angola and South 
Africa, during the first extraordinary session of the 
Cabinet Council chaired by President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos. 


According to a communique issued at the end of the meeting, 
the agreement envisages that such investments will serve as a 
stimulus to economic initiative. 

There was another accord on production and transmission 
of electricity, restructuring of power industry and its regularisa- 
tion. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Feb 11) 

b. Over 30,000 families benefit from Italian 
aid: At least 31, 500 families have benefited from 
food aid, and ‘other’ emergency relief material 
provided by Italy. 


About 15,000 families received materials and kits of con- 


a struction, 8.500 benefited from basic need kits (pots, buckets, 
7Z.dishes and other goods) and the remaining were offered food. 
i "Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Feb 10) 


{Previous issue Angola, page 1573] 






BOTSWANA 


a. Botswana, Russia abolish diplomatic vi- 
sas: Foreign Affairs Minister, Mompati Merafhe and 
Russian ambassador to Botswana, Igor Liakin- 
Frolov signed a bilateral agreement to abolish 
diplomatic and service visas between the two 
countries on Feb 10. 


The agreement was signed at the Foreign Affairs ministry in 
Gaborone. In a brief presentation at the signing ceremony, 
Merafhe expressed happiness that the two governments finally 
reached an agreement on the issue. 


"| am delighted that after five, years of waiting and intensive 
negotiations, we have finally signed an agreement on Visa Free 
Travel on Diplomatic and Service Passports, whigh will form the 
basis of cooperation between Botswana and.,the Russian 
Federation on official travel." Merafhe said the agreement will 
create an enabling environment for enhanced’ “government to 
government and people to people intéraction. "It is through 
unimpeded exchanges of the kind provided for in this agreement 
that we can search and explore the huge potential that exists for 
cooperation and collaboration between our two countries," he 
added. (The Reporter, Gaborone, Feb 11) 


[Previous issue Botswana, page 1561] 


BURKINA FASO 


a. IMF approves US$10.5 million disburse- 
ment: On Feb 2, the Executive Board of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) completed the 
second and third reviews of Burkina Faso’s eco- 
nomic performance under a SDR 24.08 million 
(about US$36.6 million) Poverty Reduction and 
Growth Facility (PRGF) arrangement. 


The completion of the reviews enables the release of a further 
SDR 6.88 million (about US$10.5 million), which will bring the 
total amount drawn under the arrangement to SDR 13.76 million 
(about US$20.9 million). In completing the reviews, the Executive 
Board granted a waiver of the nonobservance of two structural 
performance criteria and agreed to extend the three-year 
arrangement by two months to August 2006 from June 2006. 


“Burkina Faso’s economy performed well during 2004. 
Economic growth remained robust and inflation low, and fiscal 
revenue and expenditure targets were met, said IMF officail Anne 
O Krueger. (international Monetary Fund, Washington, DC, 
Feb 4) 


b. Returning migrants struggle to pay for 
AIDS treatment: Two years ago Moumoumi Guira 
fled ethnic attacks and civil war in Ivory Coast. 
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He got back safely to his native Burkina Faso, only to discover 
he was HIV positive. Now, having left everything behind in the 
rush to escape, he must find a way to pay for the antiretroviral 
treatment that he desperately needs. 


"We have nothing. We couldn't get any luggage onto the 
truck that brought us, To feed everyone at my house is a big 
enough problem but to find the cash for my medication too, well 
i's impossible," he told IRIN in the southwestern town of Bobo 
Dioulasso. 


The 47-year-old turned to REVS+, a local association set up 
to help people with AIDS. It hands out life-prolonging antiretrovi- 
ral treatment free to around 80 people. But there were already 
another 700 people on the waiting list, so Guira had to take his 
place in the queue. 


"He kept coming back again and again, knocking on the door 
to ask for help,” recalls REVS+ director Martine Somda. "He 
really didn't have anything so in the end we put some work his 
way as an ad-hoc mechanic." (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bobo Dioulasso, Feb 1) 


[Previous issue Burkina Faso, page 1513] 


CAMEROON 


a. Editor granted provisional release: On Feb 
9, the Douala Appeals Court granted a provisional 
release to Jules Koum Koum, editor-in-chief of the 
independent bi-weekly "Le Jeune Observateur". 


The journalist has spent the past month in very harsh 
conditions in New Bell prison, serving a six-month sentence for 
libel. He is expected to be released as soon as the legal 
formalities are completed. 


RSF said the Cameroonian authorities must ensure that the 
press is not faced with such a shame ful ordeal again. "We must 
remain vigilant because Le Jeune Observateur will have to 
appear in court again in other libel cases," the organisation 
warned. 


Le Jeune Observateur is to appear in court on 28 February 
to face another libel action from Compagnie professionnelle des 
assurances (CPA), the insurance company whose lawsuits have 
been responsible for Koum’s imprisonment. (Reporters Sans 
Frontieres, Paris, Feb 9) 


b. AIDS drug trial on sex workers suspended: 
Trials testing the efficacy of the anti-AIDS -drug, 
Viread, have been suspended in Cameroon amid 
concerns that the participating sex workers were 
encouraged to have unprotected sex. 


At least 400 prostitutes have been involved in the tests since 
2003, with no guarantee of medical care if they became infected 
with HIV. Local activists have called for greater clarity on the 
issue. 


The Associated Press quoted Arthur Noumbi of the 
advocacy group,. Elite Polytechnicienne, as saying: "We know 
that the women who accept to participate in this experiment 
will certainly become [infected], yet there is no promise of 
antiretroviral drugs for the participants at the end of the 
exercise." (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Johannesburg, Feb 7) 
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c. Cameroon, Korea explore cooperation: 
Prime Minister, Ephraim Inoni received the Korean 
Ambassador on Jan 20. 


The Ambassador of the Republic of Korea, Kim Dong Wong 
was at the Prime Minister’s Office to discuss ways of reinforcing 
cooperation between Kérea and Cameroén. Ambassador Kim 
Dong Wong who is resident in Lagos, Nigeria, was accompanied 
to the audience at the Star Building by the General Honorary 
Consul of the Republic of Korea to Cameroon, Mohamadou 
Dabo. 


After the audience with PM Inoni, Ambassador Kim Dong 
Wong told the press that "we discussed about the possibility of 
developing our both countries in a mutual way". He stated that 
during the audience, "I just wanted to know in which areas we 
can cooperate with each other’. (Cameroon Tribune, Yaound, 
Jan 24) 


[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1550] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Presidential candidates sign political deal: 
Eleven presidential candidates in the Central Afri- 
can Republic (CAR) signed an accord on Feb 9 
formalising an agreement they reached in January, 
giving the country’s electoral body contro! over 
voting and announcement of results. 


The candidates also signed a 10-point code of conduct, 
guiding them to “exercise their political activities in accordance 
with the provisions of the constitution, the electoral code, the 
laws and the regulations in force". The candidates reached the 
initial agreement at a meeting in January in Libreville, capital of 
Gabon, which had been convened to resolve a crisis that 
stemmed from the invalidation of seven of the candidates by a. 
constitutional court in the CAR capital, Bangui. ,"" . ` 


Under the six-point agreement, the candidates recognise the 
Mixed Independent Electoral Commission, known as CEMI, as. 
the organiser and supervisor of presidential and parliamentary 
elections, due to be held in March. They also recognise that the 
Transitional Constitutional Court as the arbiter of electoral 
disputes and the inaugurator of the president-elect, in accord- 
ance with provisions of the constitution. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bangui, Feb 10) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Central African Republic, 
page 1574] 


CHAD 


a. Prime Minister resigns after civil servants 
strike: Chad’s Prime Minister Moussa Faki has 
resigned after a series of strikes by unpaid civil 
servants and signs of increasing tensions with 
President Idriss Deby, diplomats and parliamentari- 
ans said’on Feb 4. 

Faki, who comes from the same influential Zagawa tribe as 
the president, was appointed prime minister in June 2003. He 
stood down on Feb 7 and was replaced by Pascal Yoadimnadji, 
a former agriculture minister, state radio said. 

No official reason was given for Faki’s departure but his 
resignation came after months of strikes by unpaid teachers, 





January 29-February 11, 2005 


health workers and Finance Ministry employees. The ministers 
for education and the economy were replaced at the same time. 


"The prime minister was pretty upset that he didn’t have the 
money to pay civil servants. How could he run his government 
without the money to pay people?" one Western diplomat in the 
capital N'djamena told IRIN. "Where is the money? At the 
presidency as far as | know." 


The diplomat noted that Deby had doubled the size of his 
presidential staff recently. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Ndjamena Feb 4) 


[Previous issue Chad, page 1574] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Katanga militias agree to disarm: Leaders 
of two Mayi-Mayi militia groups in the southeastern 
province of Katanga in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) agreed on Feb 8 to disarm their 
combatants during a ceremonial destruction of 
weapons in the provincial capital, Lubumbashi. 


"| am now ready to bring in 20,000 of my children 
[combatants] to be integrated into the national army," the head 
of the largest militia, Mbayo Mpiana Mwana Butot, known as 
Sobribet de Chinzachinza, told IRIN. 


An estimated 30 percent of Chinzachinza's combatants are 
children. Another militia leader who also attended the ceremony, 
Bakanda Baroka, controls an estimated 7,000 militiamen. The 
weapons destroyed included 540 AK-47 rifles, one machine gun 
with a viewfinder, 156 grenades and 20 poison arrows. 


The weapons were handed to a Congolese NGO, Paix et 
Reconciliation (PAREC). "In exchange, we provided 800 bikes," 
Pastor Ngoyi Mulunda, who runs PAREC, said. 


However, he said, “There are still a lot of arms that haven't 
been recovered". Chinzachinza’s militia is estimated to still 
hold 20,000 weapons. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Kinshasa, Feb 10) 


b. 52 killed as militias clash in Eastern Congo: 
More than 50 people were killed and thousands 
displaced in the latest clashes between Lendu and 
Hema groups in the eastern district of Ituri in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), accord- 
ing to the United Nations peacekeeping mission 
there. 


A Lendu militia called the Nationalist Front for integration 
(FNI), including 30 children, attacked people from the Hema 
ethnic group and 10,000 people from Ch and other villages were 
seeking protection, Mamadou Bah, a spokesman for the UN 
Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), said at the weekly 
briefing. 


The MONUC multidisciplinary investigating team learned that 
armed civilians were in the militia, as were about 30 children 
aged 12 to 15, he said. 


Humanitarian organizations were distributing life-saving 
emergency assistance to internally displaced people (IDPs), UN 
Humanitarian Coordinator for the DRC Ross Mountain said. The 
swift response was made possible by the joint rapid response 
fund, managed by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the 


African Chronicle 














ee 
Oe yas 4587 
Office for the Coordinationohdumanitarian ffairs (OCHA), he 


added. (UN News Service, New York, Feb 10) 

c. 9 journalists sentenced to jail: The African 
Press Network for the 21st Century (RAP21), 
managed by the World Association of Newspapers, 
has launched an online letter-writing campaign to 
help nine journalists who have been sentenced to 
prison in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The journalists were sentenced to 12 months in prison 
without parole on 5 January 2004 after accusing a government 
official of embezzling funds. 

They were also ordered to pay US$2,500 each in damages 
for "defamation" and "slanderous denunciations." (International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
Jan 30) 


d. Congo restores statue of Belgian king: A 
statue of the late Belgian King Leopold II, whose 
rapacious colonial rule of Congo caused the death 
of millions of Africans, was on Feb 3 salvaged from 
a rubbish dump and reinstated in the capital 
Kinshasa. 

The equestrian statue, six metres high, was installed 
overlooking a roundabout at one end of the June 30 Boulevard, 
whose name honours the date of Congo’s independence from 
Belgium. The Minister of Culture, Christophe Muzungu, said: 
"We are restoring the history of our country, because a people 
without history is a people without a soul”. 

He said that statue had been brought back to remind the 
people of their country's colonial past, so that "it never happens 
again”. It is uncertain how long the statue will last. 

King Leopold, who never set foot in the Congo, controlled 
the vast country as his personal colony from 1885 to 1980, when 
it was handed over to Belgian Government rule. 

During those decades, his agents enslaved its people to 
harvest rubber, beating workers with a hippo-hide whip known 
as the chicottee and severing the hands of men, women and 
children who failed to meet their quotas. 

As many as 10 million Congolese are estimated to have died 
as a result of mass executions, diseases and hunger. (Guardian 
Newspapers Limited, London/Hindu, New Delhi, Feb 5) 
{Background Info. & Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1574} 


EGYPT 


a. New Opposition daily suspended as first 
issue goes to print: RSF has called on the 
Egyptian authorities to reverse an Feb 8 decision 
to suspend the new daily "Al-Ghad" ("Tomorrow'", 
after the newly-formed party of the same name), 
calling the move "arbitrary". 

"We condemn the High Council for the Press’ decision to 
suspend the newspaper of the first opposition party to be 
authorised in the last 20 years," the organisation said, arguing 
that the newspaper should not be made to suffer because 
charges were brought against the party's president, Ayman Nour. 
Nour is being detained for allegedly "forging official documents". 

“The decision to suspend the newspaper is directly linked to 
political considerations and raises doubts about Egypt's desire 
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to embark on a durable democratic process and establish 
structures in which the news media are allowed freedom of 
expression," RSF said. The organisation is calling on authorities 
to either justify their decision to suspend "Al-Ghad" or allow the 
paper to publish. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Feb 11) 


b. Dissidents arrested on eve of ‘national 
dialogue’: Less than a week after U.S. President 
George W. Bush urged his Egyptian counterpart, 
Hosni Mubarak, to institute democratic reforms, 
human rights groups are worried that the long-time 
leader has instead launched a new crackdown on 
the political opposition. 

Since late last month, Egyptian security forces have arrested 
a number of prominent political activists in Egypt, one of whom, 
journalist Ibrahim Al-Sahar of the Af Alam Alyoum newspaper, 
launched a hunger strike to protest his detention at Tura prison 
near Cairo. The crackdown has taken place in advance of a 
“national dialogue" to be convened by Mubarak to discuss 
possible political reforms before the presidential and parliamen- 
tary elections in September and October, respectively. 

Mubarak, who has ruled Egypt since the assassination of his 
predecessor, Anwar Sadat, 24 years ago, is expected to run for 
a new term. (Inter Press Service, Johannesburg, Feb 9) 


c. Paternity suit sparks fiery debate in Egypt: 
The standard three-step programme for any unmar- 
ried, upper-class Egyptian girl who gets pregnant is 

Area an abortion, an operation to refurbish 
her virginity with a new hymen, and 
then marriage to the first suitor the family can snare. 


But Hind el-Hinnawy, a vivacious, 27-year-ld costume 
designer, decided she was not going to play-act her way through 
the whole virgin-marriage pageant. Instead she did the unthink- 
able here: She had the child and then filed a public paternity 
suit, igniting an unprecedented scandal and prompting a national 
debate over the clandestine marriage contracts that young 
couples are using to have sex in this conservative, religious 
society. 


‘The whole society say: 'No! No! No! Don’t say this. It's 
shameful. It's a sandal. Go have an abortion. This girl was not 
well raised. She’s loose,” said Attiyat el-Abnoudi, a renowned 
Egyptian documentary maker who, after hearing about the case, 
became so involved that she has become the child’s godmother. 
"the importance of this case is that it is out in the open,” she 
says. 


This case has mesmerized the country, particularly because 
Hinnawy says the father of her daughter is Ahmed el-Fishawy, 
a famous 24-hour-old actor. He is both the scion of a family of 
movie stars and particularly well-known as the host of now 
cancelled television talks show dispensing advice to devout 
Muslim youth. 


He contends that the couple never had sex and never even 
met off the set of the television comedy pilot where she helped 
create his wardrobe. 


By filing suit, Hinnawy did more than just shatter a social 
taboo. She may well set an Egyptian legal precedent by 
requesting that the court order Fishawy to submit to a DNA test 
to establish whether he is the father of young Leena, born last 
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October. DNA testing is relatively novel here, never before used 
to prove paternity in court. 


Hinnawy contends the two had what is known as an 
urfimarriage, a practice in Sunni Islam that allows couples to 
marry in private with a contract they draft themselves. 


Urfi marriages have become far more common in recent 
years because the combination of tough living conditions and a 
renewed emphasis on Islamic mores means that conventional 
marriage remains an elusive dream for so many. 


Tradition dictates that a young man who wants to wed first 
buy an apartment, furnish it and shower his fiancee with gold 
jewelry—an unreachable expense for many bachelors, even 
those well into their 30s. Corporate tycoons and politicians who 
are married have also found urfi marriages a convenient means 
to carry on affairs with everyone from secretaries to belly dancer 
with a seal of approval. 


But the emphasis on such marriage is their clandestine 
nature—with world urfi itself has come to mean secret in 
Arabic—which makes reliable statistics impossible to obtain. 


Made public, Hinnawy’s saga became the talk of Egypt. 


Conservative commentators decried the demise of the 
traditional Egyptian family. Gossip magazines splashed the 
scandal across their covers. 


Hinnawy said she had purposely held off telling her parents, 
who had already rejected four suitors as unacceptable, that she 
was pregnant until it was too late to abort. 


` "Eam trying to say to other people, not only girls, to try to 
have the courage to be responsible for what you do,” she said 
at her family home. 


She lamented that Egyptians prefer hypocrisy to what they 
consider public disgrace. 


"| did the right thing: | didn’t hide, and eventually he will have 
to give the baby his name," he said. "People prefer that a woman 
live a psychologically troubled life; that doesn't matter as long 
as it doesn’t become a scandal". (New York Times Service/ 
indian Express, New Delhi, Jan 26) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Egypt, page 1564, 1575] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. EC signs euro 7 m deal with 8 NGOs: 
European Commission (EC) delegation to Ethiopia 
has signed deals with eight NGOs for the imple- 
mentation of eight food security development pro- 
jects, totalling euro 7,135,352. 


These projects, following a call for proposal launched in 2004 
under the EC food security programme, will be implemented 
during 2005-2007 in 21 woredas in Tigray, Amhara, Oromiya 
and SNPP States. 


Head of EC Delegation in Ethiopia Tim Clarke said that NGOs 
can provide invaluable support to helping the most vulnerable 
communities in achieving food security. 


NGOs will focus on strengthening the capacity of the woreda 
administration and the communities to implement their food 
security development initiatives and the safety net programme. 
(The Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Feb 8) 
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Orbis Ethiopia signs $2m deal with Debub, Gondar 
Universities: Orbis International has signed a five-year project 
with Gondar and Debub universities on Feb 4. 


According to Dr. Wondu Alemayehu, Orbis Ethiopia Country 
Director the five-year projects are aimed at reducing avoidable 
blindness and visual impairment in Ethiopia through building the 
capacities of the two universities in terms of human resources 
and equipment to train care workers. 

The agreement was signed by Dr Yared Wondmkun of 
Gondar University President, Debub University President Pro- 
fessor Zenabu Gebre Mariam, and Orbis Ethiopia Country 
Director Dr Wondu Alemayehu. Dr Wondu said the project in 
Gondar will be upgrading the Department of Ophthalmology to 
a Tertiary Centre at a cost of 1,395,941 US dollars. At Debub 
University a Tropical Eye Institute will be established with 
$1,242,757. (The Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Feb 4) 

Ethiopia stands up for Marley: Chihiro Nakam- 
ori, a Japanese Rastafarian, feels right at home 
among the thousands of pilgrims in the Ethiopian 
| Spotlight | capital this weekend to honour reggae 

superstar Bob Marley on what would 
have been his 60th birthday on Feb 6. 


Marley's Redemption Song has special meaning for the 
25-year-old Nakamori, whose long, hair is bundled into a knit 
hat of black, yellow and green stripes. 


"In Japan, there is the big influence of American and 
European culture and the pressure of capitalism,” he said. "This 
is a kind of slavery that Marley sings about when he sings, 
emancipate yourself from mental slavery. None but ourselves 
can free our minds”. 


Nearly a quarter century after Marley's death -from cancer at 
the age of 36, his words still resonate deeply for millions. His 
enduring popularity has spawned an annual tribute that for the 
first time this year is being held outside Marley's Jamaican 
birthplace. 


Holding the festival in Addis Ababa commemorates not only 
the musician but Marley's affinity for Africa—and for Ethiopia in 
particular. The country’s last emperor, Haile Selassie, became 
a king of god for the Rastafarian movement. The term Rastafarian 
comes from Selassie’s name before being crowned, Ras Tafari 
Makonnen. 


The peak of Marley's 60th birthday tribute, a free concert on 
Feb 6 in Addis Ababa’s Meskel Square, featured top African 
performers, including Marley's wife, Rita, and their son, Ziggy, 
also renowned reggae artist. 


Event organizers said that with more than 200,000 people 
attending, it was the largest-ever concert in Ethiopia. 


An aspect of Rastafarians that makes many uneasy is their 
fondness for marijuana, which is illegal in Ethiopia. To head off 
potentially awkward diplomatic barbs, the US embassy issued 
warnings to Americans travelling in Ethiopia that drug laws in 
this nation are strictly enforced. 


Rita Marley sparked controversy when she vowed to exhume 
Marley's body from his Jamaican homeland and rebury it in 
Ethiopia, which she said was one of his last wishes. Jamaicans 
expressed outrage and Rita backed down, for now. 
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At the "Africa Unite" symposium earlier this week, pan-Afri- 
can activist Dudley Thompson spoke to hundreds of people in 
an autidotrium of the UN compound in Addis Ababa. 


“Fifty years ago our grandparents would not have thought 
that we would be returning to Africa with a message in our hearts 
that Africa is our home,” he said. 


"Bob Marley inspired us to light the flame of freedom,” he 
said. "The soul of the music of Bob Marley is the soul and the 
heart of every true African, every true Rastafarian, and every 
true lover of freedom and justice in the world today". (New York 
Times Service/indian Express, New Delhi, Feb 7) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1575} 


IVORY COAST 


a. Eleven [vorians arrested in Ganta: Eleven 
lvorians including one women, Ziga Lou Meledje 
Francoise, have been arrested in Ganta, Nimba 
County, by the security officers. 


The Ivorians who claim to be members of “United Ivorian 
Youth for Goodwill", have also been denied entry into Guinea 
by Liberian border security forces. Other members of the Ivorian 
group identified themselves as Nango Guy Maxime, Mel Achille 
etc. 


According to their leader, Goze Huguei Hermann, they are 
on their way to Guineas to deliver a peace message to Guinean 
youth, but unfortunately they have been denied entry into Guinea 
by the Liberian sect ity forces. 


An official cf ‘he. Ministry of National Security at the Ganta 
Collectorate nea i:e Liberia/Guinea border, said that the 
lvorians have not seen arrested, but rather denied entry into 
Guinea because thi y do not possess any valid document alleged 
peace mission. , 


Meanwhile, security at the border have advised the Ivorians 
to return to Ivory Coast within a week’s time or risk being formally 
arrested and detained. (The Inquirer, Monrovia, Jan 31) 


{Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1553] 


KENYA 


a. Minister apologises remarks over rape: 
Justice and Constitutional Affairs minister Kiraitu 
Murungi on Feb 1 withdrew his remarks over rape 
and apologised to Kenyans unconditionally. 


"As a son, husband and father of very special women in my 
life, | would not wish to tarnish that record," he said. Kiraitu said 
he would be the last person to glorify rape, which is a bestial 
violation of women’s rights. "I withdraw the remarks to the extent 
to which they referred to "rape" and "willingness" and drawing 
a parallel to the anti-corruption situation,” he said. 


His apology came in less than 24 hours after more than 100 
women stormed his office at Co-operative House, demanding 
his immediate apology and resignation. Nominated MP Njoki 
Ndungu described the minister's apology as "the right thing" and 
challenged other men who have previously slighted women to 
follow his example. 

“What he did was wrong but his apology shouid be followed 
by other men who have previously abused women and gotten 
away scot-free," the MP said. 
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In his signed apology, Kiraitu said the focus of his remarks 
was on the extreme nature of America’s withdrawal of assistance 
due to the Githongo’s resignation. (The East African Standard, 
Nairobi, Feb 12) 


b. Airline launches flights to south Sudan: 
East African Safari Air Express (EASAX) has 
launched scheduled flights to the Southern Suda- 
nese town of Rumbek. 


The airline said the EASAX would initially operate two weekly 
flights. The Fokker-27 aircraft will operate return flights to 
Rumbek every Monday and Friday from Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta 
International! Airport. A privately owned and run Kenyan com- 
mercial airline, EASAX also runs two daily flights to Kisumu and 
daily flights to Lokichoggio on the Kenya-Sudan border. Two 
years ago, EASAX made history by becoming the first airline to 
operate scheduled flights to Lokichoggio, a key transit point to 
southern Sudan. 

The airline's management said it was looking forward to the 
upgrading of Rumbek airstrip to enable it deploy larger aircraft. 
The airstrip falls under the jurisdiction of the Sudan Peoples 
Liberation Movement (SPLM) and upgrading work is expected 
to begin in the next few months. Managing Director Adam Ogden 
said EASAX had continued to grow despite the turbulence in the 
aviation industry and rocketing fuel prices, "We are delighted to 
be spreading our wings to Southern Sudan and are proud to be 
the first scheduled airline to support peace in the region," he 
said. (The East African Standard, Nairobi, Feb 12) 

c. Uhuru Kenyatta takes over Moi mantle: The 
former Kenyan President, Danie! Arap Moi, stepped 
down from his last job in Kenyan politics when his 
Opposition party chose his protege, Uhuru Ken- 
yatta, as its next Chairman, according to poll results 
-released on Feb 1. 

A conference of delegates held on Jan 31 cast 2.980 votes 
for Kenyatta, its losing chandidate in 2002 presidential elections, 
and 6,222 for his only rival, Nicholas Biwott, a close Moi aide, 
according to results broadcast on Kenyan television. The vote 
boosts Kenyatta’s chances of leading the Opposition challenge 
to the President, Mwai Kibaki, in election expected in 2007. 

Son of Kenya's founding President, Jomo Kenyatta, 
Kenyatta has sought to exploit a yearning for change among 
the younger generation, but many regard him as Moi’s puppet. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, Feb 2) 

[Previous issue Kenya, page 1577] 


MALAWI 


a. 8 IB officials in K2 billion scam: Eight 
officials of the disbanded National Intelligence 
Bureau (NIB) have been accused of mismanaging 
over K1.5 billion of taxpayer’s money through shady 
deals and falsified payments for services rendered 
to the intelligence entity over the short period of its 
existence. 

A counter intelligence memo dated 23rd July, 2004, sourced 
by The Chronicle states that the money was ‘swindled using 
bogus businesses owned by some personnel in the Bureau who 
awarded themseives contracts for supplying stationery and other 
services at highly inflated amounts.” 
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According to the detailed leaked memo titled; "Activities of 
Accounts Personnel,” by one of the staff members addressed 
to the Director General of the Bureau Chitsulo Gama, indicates 
money misappropriated "has reached over MK1.5 billion." - 


"This is an extraordinary huge sum of money - to be 
investigated," said the top employee in the memo. 


The syndicate, according to the memo, left the bureau in "an 
awkward position to service debts to various clients including so 
many outstanding payments in allowances to the serving officers 
of the bureau dating back to the year 2001." (The Chronicle, 
Lilongwe, Jan 31) 


[Previous issue Malawi, page 1496] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Four army officers get life term for at- 
tempted coup: Four army officers convicted of 
masterminding a rash of coup plots against Mauri- 
tanian President Maaouya Ould Taya were sen- 
tenced to life on Feb 3. 


But the court cleared three leading opposition politicians of 
bankrolling the operations, including Mohamed Kouna Ould 
Haidallah, a former president and the main challenger to Ould 
Taya in the last presidential elections in 2003. 


Mauritanian authorities had brought a total of 195 defendants 
to the trial at a remote police barrack in the desert, some 50 km 
east of the capital, Nouakchott. 


Most were accused of having a hand in a bloody uprising in 
June 2003 which was eventually put down by forces loyal to 
Ould Taya, and others for two further attempts to topple the 
president in August and September 2004 which were nipped in 
the bud. 


The self-proclaimed mastermind of the plots, former army 
major Saleh Ould Hanenna, was condemned to spend the rest 
of his life in prison along with former army captain Abderahmane 
Ould Mini. 


The two were the only ones to plead guilty to the charges 
against them. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Ouad Naga, Feb 3) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1577] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Mozambican Journalists prepare AIDS 
network: Editors of Maputo-based media met on 
Feb 10 with a delegation of the World Bank, headed 
by Jacomina De Regt, coordinator of HIV/AIDS 
projects in Africa, and with the National Council for 
the Fight against AIDS (CNCS), for the creation of 
a network of journalists against AIDS. 


The organization is to bring together several existing 
organizations such as the Mozambique Editors Forum (Editmoz), 
the Association of Mozambican Journalists Fighting Against 
AIDS (Amodjosi), and the Mozambican Community Radios 
Forum (Forcom)to coordinate efforts; with the support of the 
CNCS and the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (Unesco), and share material and human re- 
sources. 
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During the meeting, editors of print and electronic media 
presented their assessment of the past three months of their 
activities, sponsored by the CNCS, and their plan for the next 
18 months. i 

After the presentations, the editor of the weekly paper 
“Embondeiro”, Ericino de Salema, noted that despite the good 
progress reported, one aspect that is lacking to make the 
campaign, with articles and reports, more effective is “how to 
get the information back to the people reported upon, most of 
whom are in the rural areas". (Agencia de informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, Feb 11) 


{Previous issue Mozambique, page 1578] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Caprivi Governor wants to kill Crocodiles: 
Caprivi Regional Governor Bernard Sibalatani has 
expressed concern over the lack of authority to kill 
animals such as crocodiles that are threatening the 
lives of people in his region. 

The Governor called on the Environment and Tourism 
Ministry to grant focal residents authority to destroy such 
animals.Some people living on the Kavango River in the western 
part of the Kavango Region have expressed similar sentiments. 
(The Namibian, Windhoek, Feb 9) 


b. Justice Teek Gets Bail: Supreme Court 
Judge, Justice Pio Teek, was released on N$10 000 
bail on his first appearance in the Windhoek 
magistrate’s court on Feb 2. 

The case in which Teek is accused of rape involving two 
minor girls plus charges of abduction and supplying liquor to 
minors was remanded till March 14 for further investigation. Teek 
was the first accused to appear before magistrate Sarel Jacobs 
in Court B. 

The case that has aroused immense public interest was 
heard in a cramped courtroom attended by lawyers, the media 
and members of the public. Ìt is the first case in which a sitting 
member of the highest organ of the judiciary is hauled up before 
a court. 

Despite pleas from Teek's lawyer Andreas Vaatz not to take 
pictures in the courtroom, photographers clicked for 15 minutes 
before magistrate started the proceedings. The 57-year-old 
Judge of Appeal was facing accusations that he sexually 
molested a 10-year-old girl at his home, some 35 kilometres 
north of Windhoek, over the weekend. He also faces charges of 
kidnapping, rape, attempted rape and supplying liquor to minors. 
(New Era, Windhoek, Feb 3) 

[Previous issue Namibia, page 1519] 


NIGERIA 


a. Four protesters killed at Chevron’s Escra- 
vos oil terminal: Demonstrations at the Chevron- 
Texaco operated Escravos oil export terminal over 
the weekend claimed the lives of four persons when 
the Nigerian Army called in by the company fired 
on the crowd. 

Helen Joe, a militant leader and rights activists who claimed 
he witnessed the development, disclosed that several other 
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people were also injured when soldiers in the Escravos terminal | 
opened fire on the demonstrators. The militant leader is from 
the southern Niger-Delta village of Ugborodo, the home of the 
protesters. 

More than 200 demonstrators broke into Escravos on 
February 4 and demanded that the ChevronTexaco-orerated 
terminal, which has a capacity of 400,000 barrels per day, be 
shut down unti! more locai people are hired. They also demanded 
that ChevronTexaco fulfill’ promises it made in 2002,.such as 
houses, water and electricity for Ugborodo. (Vanguard, Lagos, 
Feb 8) 


b. 30 killed as farmers, hardsmen clash: At 
least 30 people have been killed in clashes between 
farming communities and nomadic cattle herdsmen 
in Adamawa state, near the eastern frontier with 
Cameroon, officials and residents said. 


The fighting took place on Feb 8 when ethnic Fulani 
herdsmen attacked the farming village of, Bali, killing 28 people, 
said Saidu Adamu, a local government official. 

"Farmers in the area have been complaining that cattle have 
been grazing on their land, and recently killed two Fulani 
herdsman over the dispute," Adamu told IRIN. 


"This latest incident was obviously a reprisal," he added. 
One Bali resident, Kwanga Dogo, told IRIN that the attackers 
had been armed with assault rifles, machetes and bows and 
arrows and had stormed the village in the early hours of the 
morning. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Abuja, Feb 8) 

c. 350 victims of 2001 kerosine explosion died 
due to lack of medi-care: Around 350 of the 2,000 
victims of the 2001 kerosene explosion in Edo State 
have died due to inadequate medical attention from 
the state government. 


Executive Director of a non-Government organization Life 
Tag, Mr. Tony Erha, who had been taking care of the kerosine 
victims told Daily Champion in Lagos that three and a half years 
aftethe incident which happened as a result of Nigerian National 
petroleum Corporation (NNPC) pumping of petrol instead of 
kerosine for domestic use, the badly burnt were still in pains. 

According to him in 2001 Charity organisations, churches, 
state governments, donated about N117 million but up till date, 
the money has not been accounted for even as they were 
donated through the Edo State government. (Daily Champion, 
Lagos, Feb 8) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1578] 


RWANDA 


a. Rwanda not to free genocide suspects: 
Rwanda does not plan to hold any more mass 
release of genocide suspects who pleaded guilty 
and asked forgiveness, Deputy Attorney Gen- 
ae Ngoga told Hirondelle News Agency 
on Feb 9. 


"There won't be a repeat or anything similar to 2003", he 
said. "Most of the work has now been left to Gacaca couris. We 
will only do gradual release of smaller numbers of prisoners in 
different parts of the country", he added. Over 20,000 genocide 
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suspects were released in May 2003. They were mainly those 
nho had pleaded guilty and apologized. - 

The Office of the Prosecutor has previously said that it was 
working on a single release of about 30,000 accused. 


Observers in Kigali said the Office of the Prosecutor is 
‘eluctant to release many suspects simultaneously following 
yrevious year’s’ murders of genocide witnesses. Released 
jenocide suspects were implicated in some of the killings. 
‘Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, Feb 9) 


Soldiers killed and raped DPs in a Church: A prosecution 
vitness in the trial involving four former Rwandan army officers 
accused of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes 
yefore the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) on 
=eb 8 alleged that soldiers killed and raped Tutsi refugees in an 
Anglican church close to Camp Kigali in April, 1994. 


The witness code-named UB for protective purposes claimed, 
'300 metres from the Anglican church, soldiers set up a 
‘oadbiock" and that the "Anglican church was next to the military 
darracks and the army high command". , 


The witness explained that he went to the church and "two 
yeople were killed upon my arrival". Later, the witness was 
nformed by a local official, the representative af 10 houses, 
'Nyumba kumi" that “the attackers returned and killed the Tutsi 
?astor, that no survivors remained in the church and the complex 
was looted by the assailants”. (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, Feb 8) ; 


(Background Info, & Previous issue Rwanda, page 1579] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. MPs voice concern over child trafficking: 
Parliamentarians from both sides of the House have 
aired their concern on child trafficking, which is 
becoming rampant in various communities in the 
country. 

The debate came up after the Attorney General and Minister 
of Justice Mr. F.M. Carew had presented the bill titled, 'The 
Anti-Human Trafficking Act 2004 in which there is a provision 
denalizing perpetrators for such a criminal offence for 2 million 
Leones (Le2m). 


Responding to the bill, deputy Speaker, Hon. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Alpha Lavalie, commended the minister for such a law, which 
she said would put an end to or minimize the current upsurge 
n the practice. 


She said the law must be vigorously enforceed so that it 
vill safeguard the welfare, security and growth of children. 
Hon. Mana Kpaka said the nation is confronted with the 
problem of child trafficking and its inherent dangers to lives of 
the victims. 

Hon. Haja Afsatu Kabbah of the APC described the bill is 
very relevant, timely and promotes human rights. She said child 
trafficking is an illegal trade involving “big guns" all over the world 
demanding young people for sexual and labour exploitation. 
(Standard Times, Freetown, Feb 4) 

b. Sierra Leone diamond firm signs US$26.7m 
accord with CCE: The Sierra Leone Diamond 
Company (SLDC) has announced that it has entered 
into an agreement with Canaccord Capital Europe 


(CCE) Ltd allowing CCE to act as agent of SLDC 
as a ieenuy offering of US$26.7 million and US$ 
5 million. 


SLDC is a diamond exploration company focused on 
systematic mineral exploration in Sierra Leone. Since 1996, the 
company assembled the largest portfolio of mineral rights in the 
country covering some 36,364 square kilometers. (Concord 
Times, Freetown, Feb 10) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1579] 


SOMALIA 


a. BBC Producer shot outside Mogadishu 
hotel: BBC producer Kate Peyton was shot outside 
her hotel in the Somali capital, Mogadishu on Feb 
9. Peyton underwent surgery at a local hospital but 
succumbed to injuries, according to the BBC. 


Reports said Peyton was shot outside the Sahafi Hotel. 
Several foreign reporters are based at the hotel, which is heavily 
guarded, according to CPJ sources. 


AFP quoted witnesses as saying that assailants targeted 
Peyton before speeding off in a white sedan. The vehicle was 
later found abandoned in a central Mogadishu neighborhood, 
Mohammed Warsame Doleh, the acting police chief, said. 


The BBC said Peyton had spent the last 10 years in Africa 
and was based in Johannesburg. She had worked for the BBC 
since 1993 and had also worked as a producer and trainer for 
the South African Broadcasting Corporation in Johannesburg. 
(Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, Feb 9) ; 

UN condemns the killing: United Nations officials, Feb 10, 
condemned the killing of a BBC journalist in Somalia as well as 
a recent grenade attack on the headquarters of a private media 
firm in the Horn of Africa country's capital, Mogadishu. 


The 28 January grenade attack on the television, radio and 
multimedia operations of HornAfrik Inc., which describes itself 
as the first privately-owned commercial media outlet in Somalia, 
caused no casualties. It was followed by the shooting of BBC 
producer Kate Peyton, who died in a local ne (UN News 
Service, NêWw York, Feb 10) 


b. Govt condemns colonial ‘exhumations: 
Somalia’s government vowed to bring to justice 
militiamen who exhumed hundreds. of skeletons 
from an Italian colonial-era cemetery and dumped 
them near Mogadishu’s airport. 

Witnesses said the bones, mostly of former Italian colonial 
officials and soldiers, were dug up over five days, outraging the 
Horn of Africa nation’s former colonial power. 

"We condemn in the strongest terms this abhorrent, criminal 
and inhumane act," Prime Minister Mnohmed Ali Gedi told a 
news conference in neighbouring Kenya on Jan 22. 


"We assure the Italian government and its people that this 
will not go unpunished and these criminal perpetrators will be 
brought to justice". The motive for the mass exhumation by 
gunmen allied with the Muslim clerics who rule parts of 
Mogadishu by Islamic law remains unclear. 

Analysts have speculated that the exhumations were in effect 
a message of opposition to Gedi’s government, which enjoys 
warm relations with Rome and is disliked by Muslim militants 
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who control the city’s islamic courts. Gedi's transitional govern- 
ment has yet to return from Kenya, where it has remained 
because of security fears at home since the peace talks in recent 
months. 

President Abdullahi Yusuf, Nairobi-based since he was 
elected at Somali peace talks on 10 October, visited an Italian 
war memorial church in central Kenya on Jan 21 to express his 
condemnation. (Statesman, New Delhi, Jan 24) 


{Previous issue Somalia, page 1580] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki condemns regime change in Togo: 
President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa has con- 
demned the leadership transition in Togo, warning 
that it should send a message to the people of C"te 
d'Ivoire on the urgency of resolving their crisis. 

In his State of the Nation address opening the South African 
Parliament on Feb 11, Mbeki expressed the hope of democratic 
presidential elections in a unified Cte d'Ivoire in October; 

The President committed South Africa to work with "the 
government and people of Zimbabwe" to ensure that next 
month's elections are free and fair. South Africa would help the 
neighbouring kingdom of Swaziland "also to develop a broadly- 
acceptable constitutional dispensation”. 

The President highlighted South Africa's role in convening 
the African Union’s sub-committee on the reconstruction of 
Sudan, in engaging the government of Somalia in reconstituting 
its state, and in working with the AU, the Carribean Community 
and the United Nations towards elections in Haiti later this year. 
(AllAfrica.com, Feb 11) 

‘b. Fighting poverty an act of justice, not 
charity, says Mandela: Nelson Mandela looked 
tried and stiff as he walked down the steps in front 
of the National Gallery on Feb 3 to speak to the 
crowd, one careful step at a time. He looked old. 
Perhaps he will not come to London again. 

The long black coat and the baggy fur hat against the 
chill—half the crowd was coughing with the bug that pervades 
the capital—had the look of the back cover of a life, so different 
from the rich sunny colours of the hero's shirts in the latter African 
chapters. 








Then, as he reached the podium, when he din't need to 
concentrate on not slipping, he looked up, looked at the 
thousands of faces filling Trafalgar Square, and smiled. 


The frail old man disappeared. The smile was the same as 
it always was, the Mandela grin, not a politician’s swtiched-on 
toothiness or a star's eating up the adoration but a mixture of 
humility, majesty and plain delight. 


"As you know, | recently formally announced my retirement 
from public life and should not really be here,” said Mandela. 


The crowd laughed, and llistened while, with his slow, 
deliberate, deep voice, he read out the call to act against African 
poverty. “Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity,” he 
said. "It is an act of justice". 


The crowd listened, and appreciated, although many seemed 
to be goggling at a legened come to life, listening the sound of 
his voice as much as to the words he said. No other living 
statesman is a celebrity, a leader, and an object of veneration 
like this. One press photographer whipped off his anorak as 
Mandela approached and stood there in the cold in a T-shirt 
from a Free Nelson Mandela concert two decades ago. 


Behind the Guardian cameraman who would hardly have 
been born then, tried to hold his amateur’s camera steacy and 
murmured over and over: "Oh my God. Oh my God. Oh my 
God,” as the living mandela filled the viewfinder. 


Enough pigeons had escaped the exterminators ta swirl 
overhead while he spoke. A few hundred yards away stood 
the pale bulk of South Africa House, where for more than 1,300 
days in the 1980s anti-apartheid demonstrators kept up a vigil 
so tenacious that they acquired their own postal address. "In 
this new century, millions of people in the world's poorest 
countries remain imprisoned, enslaved, and in chains. They 
are trapped in the prison of poverty. It is time to set them 
free". 


In the press of the crowd, squeezed between the fountains 
and the lions, were two veterans of the struggle somewhat 
younger than Mandela, who will be 88 this year the 
Kenya-born Jean Lafontaine, 73, and her daughter Amanda 
Sackur, 45. 


"It was very moving to see him and to add support io the 
campaign," said Mrs Lafontaine. (The Guardian, London/Deccan 
Herald, Bangalore, Feb 5) 


A kaleidoscope of nature, culture 


Africa, is a kaleidoscope of natural wonders, ultra- 

modern facilities, fascinating glimpses of a multi- 

cultured people and a rich history—all set against a 

aegis Majestic backdrop of sun, sea, mountains 
i and sky. 


T™ Zulu Kingdom, one of nine provinces in South 


Measured against strict international criteria, World Heritage 
Sites are chosen for their of natural or cultural significance and; 
in rare cases; a combination of natural and cultural factors. And 
as is the case with the Asian subcontinent South Africa is home 
to a number of World Heritage Sites. 


The fact then that the Zulu Kingdom is home to two of South 
Africa’s five World Heritage Sites bears testimony to the quality 
of attractions in the province. 


The Zulu Kingdom comprises eight destinations—Durban, 
North Coast, South Coast, Elephant Coast, uK- 
hahlamba/Darkensberg, Pietermaritzburg/Mindlands, Battle- 
fields and Zulunad-each of which offer the visitor unique and 
diverse experiences. 


"There are few places that rival the diversity and quality of 
attractions in the Zulu Kingdom," says Miller Matola, Tourism 
ZwaZulu-Natal's Chief Executive Officer. 
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"We recently launched the eight destinations in the province 
as a means of profiling those destinations which are not as 
familiar to our visitors and potential tourists". 


Matola cited the attractions of Durban—a city where East 
meets West as an example of the diversity of the Zulu Kingdom. 


Durban is a sophisticated cosmopolitian city of some three 
million Indians, the second largest group outside India—to play, 
shop, and experience the nightlife and to relax. 


Major economic hub: Fast earning a reputation as a major 
economic hub, the city offers fine and traditional dining—with a 
number of vegetarian and halaal establishments offering a wide 
ranging delicacies. 

In addition, Durban offers diverse entertainment and night 
life which could be found in a number of casino complexes such 
as Suncoast Casino and Entertainment World and Sibaya 
Kingdom. Here tourists can try their luck on the slot machines 
or the more adventurous can play their lucky numbers on the 
roulett and blackjack tables. 


In Durban, the landscape is dotted with the domes of 
mosques, flags outside numerous temples and crosses depict- 
ing churches, indicative of the multi-cultural and religion 

“ community. 


Far north of Durban is the Elephant Coast—within which the 
Greater St Lucia Wetland Park World Heritage Site falls. 


The St Lucia area is situated in Maputaland, close to Zululand 
where the great Zulu King Shaka reigned. 


In summer, visitors can explore the batches by night and 
experience the awe-inspiring spectacle of the nesting and 
hatching of leatherback and loggerhead turtles. 


Or from June to September each year, you can spot majestic 
Southern White whales frolicking off the coast; accompanied by 
schools of whale-sharks and dolphins; as they make their way 
southwards to their Antarctic feeding grounds. 


Those in search of adventure can enjoy spectacular game 
viewing in the wildlife reserves surrounding the lakes. Numerous 
species of antelope, giraffe, leopard, buffalo, rhino and elephant 
can be viewed from the safety of your vehicle or; for the more 
intrepid; on foot. 


From one adrenaline rush to another, the ukhahlamba-Drak- 
ensberg Park offers turely spectacular landscapes of exceptional 
beauty and one f the world's greatest collections of rock-art 
paintings. 

Long regarded as a jewel in South Africa’s tourism crown, 
the uKhahlamba-Drakensberg Park is a global treasure being 
one of the most densely painted rock-art sites in the world, with 
more than 550 known San rock-art sites and , according to 
anthropologists, holding some of the best examples in the world 
with More than 40,000 paintings in all at these sites. 


A visit to the rock-sites in the company of a local custodian 
is a must to inspire the modern visitors with a deep sense of 
history. Some of the later paintings depict the 19th century 
conflict between the San people, the African cattle-farmers and 
white settlers; which resulted in the ultimate disappearance of 
the San population. 

One of the best and most accessible displays of rock-art can 
be found at Giant's Castle Main Caves, a short 2 km walk from 
the rest camp and from where tours are conducted daily. 





All rock-art in the uKhahlamba-Drakensberg Park is pro- 
tected as even the dust stirred by the movements of visitors can 
harm this delicate work of art. Visit to sites are strictly controlled 
and can be arranged through a local custodian. 


For those in search of adventure and action, soaring 
peaks and steep-sided rocky gorges form a jagged mountain 
barrier. 


High attitude grass lands: Visitors can wander across 
the. rolling, high altitude grasslands; with their starkly contrast- 
ing summer and winter colours and vibrant displays of spring 
flowers on the steep-sided spurs of the Little Berg, and gaze 
across the patchwork vistas of the Kingdom of the Zulu far 
below. 


For the history buffs, visitors are invited to walk in the 
footsteps of the famous military strategist-Shaka, Winston 
Churchill, Mahatama Gandhi and General Louis Botha in the 
Battlefields region. 


Here the secrets and sorrows of great battles, made visible 
by lone forts and small graveyards on these undulating 
landscapes ringed with rocky outcrops reveal the legacy of our 
Zulu Kingdom's critical, blood-soaked history. 


Nearby is the Pietermaritzburg/Midlands region, home to 
quaint antique shops, markets, restaurants, art galleries and 
museums; and more recently a casino. 


This is the town in which the annual Canoe Marathon starts, 
and is the beginning or ending point of the world-renowned 
annual Marathon between Durban and Pietermaritzburg, which 
attracts about 15,000 participants. 


The Midlands Meander, the first route of its kind in the country 
has opened up the wonders and beauty of the interior of 
KwaZulu-Natal. It has grown into an electric and fascinating mix 
of arts and crafts, world-class restaurants and homely comforts, 
with a wide range of sporting environmental and historical 
pursuits. 


On the South Coast, four beaches, namely Margate, 
Ramsgate, Marina Beach and Hibberdene, have Interna- 
tional ‘Blue Flag’s status, indicative of the beach manage- 
ment status. 


For the goifer, this coast is close to golfing paradise. Named 
‘The Gold Coast’, there are nine excellent 18-hole golf courses, 
two of which are rated amongst the top 12 in the country. 


The South Coast is also home to the unique marine 
phenomenon of the sardine run—millions of sardines migrate 
up the coast and people come from far and wide to scoop up 
buckets of this natural harvest. 


Marine wonders: Visitors of the Zulu Kingdom’s North Coast 
can also be entertained by a marine wonder—this region is the 
playground of the bottlenose dolphins, which frolic in the waters 
close to shore and are visible all year round. 


The region is also a site of major historical significance. The 
great Shaka Zulu is buried at Kwa-Dukuza, and Nobel laureate, 
Albert Luthuli, lies buried nearby. 

Zululand is also teeming with private and provincial game 
reserves, which offer fame-watching facilities as well as hiking 
and nature trials, which will take your breath away. (Express 
International, The Indian Express, New Delhi) 


[Previous issue South Africa, page 1580] 
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SUDAN 


a. Darfur is a fit case for trial by ICC, but not 
genocide, says UN: A UN commission investigating 
violence in the Darfur region of Sudan reported that 
it had found a pattern of mass killings and forced 
displacement of civilians that did not constitute 
genocide but that represented crimes of similar gravity 
that should be sent to the International Criminal Court 
for prosecution, a report said, Feb 1. 

In a 176-page report, the five-member panel said its finding 
that genocide had not been committed "should not be taken in 
any way as detracting from the gravity of the crimes perpetrated 
in that region," and said that, "International offences such as 
crimes against humanity and war crimes that have been 
committed in Darfur may be no less serious and heinous than 
genocide". , 

The commission was named by Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan in October to determine whether genocide had occurred 
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in Darfur, in western Sudan, where about 70,000 villagers have 
been killed and another 1.2 billion driven from their land. 


it was also asked to determine how perpetrators should be 
punished, and it answered by saying it "strongly" recommended 
that the Security Council refer the Darfur crimes to the 
International Court in The Hague. 


It said that the kinds of mass crimes being committed in 
Darfur met the jurisdictional terms of the 1998 treaty creating 
the court. That course of action is favoured by most members 
ofthe 15-member Council, but not the US. (New York Times 
Service/Indian Express, New Delhi, Feb 3) 


Both side disappointed: Both Sudan’s govenrment and 
Darfur rebels criticised the UN report. Khartoum officials said 
the report was unfair, emotional and had come to some incorrect 
conclusions. The two main rebel groups said the report was 
mistaken and investigators did not visit the worst areas of fighting 
where mass graves are hidden. (indian Express, New Delhi, 
Feb 2) 


For civilians of Darfur, no end to the violence 


tainty—the whisper of camel hoofs on desert and, 
the clap of gunfire, the crackle of a thatched roof 


erga set aflame. 


Alsha Abdullah gathered her five children 
recently, buried her most valuable possessions—same metal 
bowls, a cooking pot, a few tin cups—and ran as fast as she 
could. "They have destroyed everything", she aid as she returned 
a day later to her village, Kadanaro, in southern Darfur, to survey 
the destruction. Her family's compound had been reduced to tidy 
circles of smoldering gray and black ash by marauding Arab 
militiamen, she said. 


Ts sounds of terror arrived with agonizing cer- 


Even as Sudan celebrates the recent end of the 20-year 
conflict between the country’s Muslim north and the mostly 
Christian south, promising peace throughout this troubled 
country, the ethnic violence that has devastated villages in the 
western region of Darfur continues unchecked while the world’s 
eyes are elsewhere. A two-day journey through a restive corner 
of Darfur offered a chance to witness a game of cat-and-mouse 
as territory shifted between African rebels and government 
soldiers with their Arab militia allies. Villages have become 
battlefields in which the armies never meet, chasing each other 
away and then taking a grievous toll in burned huts, hungry 
children, looted livestock and naked terror. 


While the rebel groups that once controlled this territory have 
been driven to a distant stronghold far east of the regional capital, 
Nyala, the villagers here have been chased away, too. 


Once dotted with bustling settlements of farmers, it is now 
an eerie wasteland of empty villages. Some people are able to 
reach squalid refugee camps, where there is at least food and 
shelter provided by relief agencies. The rest simply shiver under 
the cloudless desert skies. 


Despite assurances that peace is at hand, and despite the 
presence of a small African Union peacekeeping force that is 
monitoring a frequently broken cease-fire, attacks on villagers 


persist. Leaders of the main rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation 
Army and the Justice and Equality Movement, are to meet with 
Vice President Ali Osman Taha in Nigeria to negotiate a 
settlement. But cease-fire agreements reached in the past have 
quickly been broken. 


On January-14, an attack on the town of Hamada lefi more 
than 100 people dead, including many women and children, said 
foreign military aid officials in Darfur. Thousands more have fled 
their homes, adding to the two million people pushed into tattered 
camps in Sudan and neighbouring Chad. 


Clashes between rebels and Arab. militias continue across 
Darfur, and increased banditry nas stymied efforts to bring aid 
to millions of people. 


A bad harvest brought on by frought and war promises 
months of hunger and clashes b tween African camp residents 
and their Arab neighbours, whos fond “Supplies are running low, 
according to the World Food Progfamme. 


In Muhagiriya, Ran van der Wal, coordinator for the health 
programme run by Doctors Without Borders here, said virtually 
all of the patients treated ior wacMvounds were civilians. "We 
are seeing women, we aré seeing children with shrapnel 
wounds,” Ms Van der Wal said. "It is not a war between armies. 
It is a kind of war on civilians". ~- 


Caught in the middle, frightened villagers say they do not 
care who the perpetrators are—the rebels who fight in their 
names, the government which the attacks their towns, or the 
Arab militiamen who terrorize them. 


Adam Muhammad returned with his wife and four children 
to Labado after spending more than a month hiding in the desert, 
only to discover that his house had been burned. "We need to 
have peace," Muhammad said, cradling his infant daughter. "We 
have suffered too much for this war’. (Lydia Poigreen in New 
York Times Service/Asian Age, New Delhi, Jan 29) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Sudan, page 1581] 
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TOGO 


a. Gnassingbe sworn-in as Togo President: 
Faure Gnassingbe, son of deceased president 
Gnassingbe Eyadema, was sworn-in on Feb 7 as 
the new President of Togo despite a chorus of 
international protest. 


Flanked by the star-and-stripes flag of the tiny west African 
country, Gnassingbe raised his right hand and vowed to never 
let himself be guided by anything but the country’s "general 
interest and respect for human rights" as the six members of the 
court looked on. 


The audience at the congressional palace was packed with 
government ministers, deputies, senior military officers and 
diplomats representing China, Libya, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Ghana and the Ivory Coast. 


Earlier, Togo swiftly changed its constitution, reacting to 
worldwide condemnation, to put a legal stamp on the army’s 
appointment of the late President's son to succeed him. Faure 
Gnassingbe will‘ lead the former French colony until 2008. 
(Statesman, New Delhi, Feb 8) 


38-year rules comes to an end: President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema of Togo, whose 38-year repressive reign over his tiny, 
impoverished country made him Africa's longest-ruling leader, 
had died after suffering a heart attack. 


Hours after his death on Feb 6 the military declared his son 
will succeed him, an announcement the African Union called a 
“coup d'etat". The prime minister said all land and air borders 
to the country have been closed. No violence was reported. 

Worldwide, only Cuba's Fidel Castro has held power longer, 
Eyadema, 69, suffered a heart attack in his southeastern 
hometown of Piya, official said. 

Within hours, Togo’s military high command declared 
Eyadema’s 39-year-old son, Faure Gnassingbe, the West African 
national's new president. (Indian Express, New Delhi, Feb 7) 

b. Private Radio station closed: CPJ is 
outraged at closure of the private station Radio 
Lumihre on Feb 11 as well as attempts by Togolese 


*, ,uthorities to intimidate private broadcasters that 
, have protested the military's appointment of the late 
~ President Gnassingbi Eyadema’s son as leader. 


Earlier, officials cut FM transmissions of Radio France 
Internationale (RFI), which resumed. Police closed Radio 
Lumihre in Aniho, about 31 miles (50 kilometers) east of the 
capital, Lomi. Police accused the station of inciting violence after 
it aired critical debates. 


The crackdown comes after the death of Gnassingbi 
Eyadema, and the army’s swift move to install one of his sons, 
Faure Gnassingbi, as president in defiance of the constitution. 
(Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, Feb 11) 


[Previous issue Togo, page 1534] 
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ZAMBIA 


a. Science Minister sacked: Zambia’s Minister 
of Science and Technology, Abel Chambeshi, has 
been replaced for his failure to accelerate the 
country’s scientific development. 

Zambia's president, Levy Mwanawasa, announced last week 
that, as part of a wider cabinet reshuffle, Chambeshi would swap 
jobs with Bates Namuyamba, previously minister for communi- 
cations and transport. 

"The importance of science and technology cannot be 
overemphasised," said Mwanawasa. “We have not developed 
scientifically because the Ministry of Science and Technology 
has not done what is required of it.” Among the complaints 
reported in the local media at the time were claims that the 
minister had failed to provide support for the once vibrant 
National Institute for Scientific and Industrial Research (NISIR), 
whose activities include research on human and veterinary 
medicines. 

"What remains of the institute is just the name and 
buildings," says retired NISIR virologist Augustine Kaputo. 
"Most scientists have either left the country, or have opted for 
early retirement because of the falling standards." 
(SciDev.Net, London, Jan 21) 





. [Previous issue Zambia, page 1558) 


REGIONAL 


a. Leaders sign new treaty to protect rainfor- 
est: Leaders of the 10 countries that make up the 
Congo Basin on Feb 5 concluded a treaty aimed at 
protecting the world’s second largest rainforest. 

The treaty, signed at the end of a two-day summit in 
Brazzaville, capital of the Republic of Congo (ROC), provides 
for the creation of a new forestry commission and a subregional 
fund to finance the protection of the rainforest, as well as the 
harmonisation of national laws on logging. 

Environmentalists hailed the treaty, saying the forest was 
being destroyed by illegal logging and poaching. According to. 
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), an average 
of 13,700 ha of forest was lost each year from 1990 to 2000 in 
the Congo Basin, which has a total area of about 520 million 
ha. Deforestation rate has continued since then, FAO said, but 
at a slower rate. 

The area is home to the world’s gorillas and many other 
animals that are now at risk of extinction. ' 

As flora and fauna disappear millions of people who 
depend on the forest are becoming increasingly impover- 
ished. The new commission will be charged with tracking 
poachers across borders and providing funds for training 
and conservation. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Brazzaville, Feb 7) 
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ANGOLA. 


a. Angola, China sign cooperation agree- 
ments: Nine new cooperation agreements between 
Angola and China were signed, Feb 25, in Luanda 
in the framework of the visit of China's Vice Premier, 
Zeng Peiyang. 

The Chinese visitor and the Angolan Prime Minister, 
Fernando da Piedade Dias dos Santos, attended the ceremony. 
The inter-governmental agreements include the cooperation in 
the fields of energy, minerals resources and of infrastructures. 


The econonic and technical agreement entails a new funding 
from the Chinese government to Angola, free of interest. Angolan 
Finance Minister, Jose Pedro de Morais, and the Chinese Deputy 
Minister of Trade, Wei Jianguo signed the accord. (Angola Press 
Agency, Luanda, Feb 25) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1585] 


BURUNDI 


a. Radio back on air after 24-hour suspen- 
sion: The privately owned Radio Public Africaine 
(RPA) resumed broadcasting, Feb 11, 24 hours after 
Burundi’s National Communication Council (NCC) 
suspended its operations. 


Citing defamation, the council had ordered the private news 
agency, Net-Press, to close for seven days. In a letter to the 
director of the station, the council accused RPA of slandering a 
number of citizens without giving them the right to respond. It 


claimed the station had misled public opinion by misquoting a. 


former head of state, Jean Baptiste Bagaza, on December 11, 
2004. 


The council accused Net-Press of libel, saying it had accused 
the chairman of the National Committee for the Rehabilitation of 
War Victims, Frederic Bamvuginyumvira, of diverting aid.intended 
for the hunger-stricken people of the eastern province of 
Muyinga. 

The chairman of the Burundi Union of Journalists, Augustin 
Kabayabaya, expressed his surprise at the council's readiness 
to shut down critical media at every occasion. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura February 14) 


(Previous issue Burundi, page 1573] 


CAMEROON 


a. Trial of AIDS drug suspended after pro- 
tests: Cameroon suspended tests of an anti-AlIDS 
pill following protests that the trial was unethical. 


Vol VI No. 4 


Activists criticising the trial’s “lack of transparency” claim 
that sex workers on whom the drug was being tested were noi 
made fully aware of the potential risks involved in participation, 


‘and that they were not being provided with adequate 


healthcare. 


The one-year study of 400 sex workers, which was being 
funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and run by 
Family Health International, began tn September 2004 to test 
whether an existing antiretroviral drug called Tenofovir could 
prevent HIV infection. - . 


Tenofovir, made by run company Gilead 
Sciences, has been used in sevekal countries, including Canada, 
France and the United States to\t eat HIV infection for the past 
three years. Wt 


Half of the trial participants—who were only enrolled if they 
were not infected with HIV at the start of the trial —were given 
the drug, and the other half were given a placebo. 


AIDS activists protesting against the trial, including French 
organisation Act-Up Paris, called for the research to be 
suspended because of concerns that sex workers taking part in 
the study were not being provided adequate healthcare, or 
counselling on safe sex. (SciDev.Net, London, Feb 18) 


[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1586] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Bush fires leave hundreds homeless: Aid 
agency Officials said on Feb 21 they were struggling 
to mobilise help to hundreds of people left homeless 
following bush fires in parts of Central African 
Republic (CAR). 

“Our aid resources are already stretched to the limit,” 
Marie-Hortense Toulougoussou, the spokesperson of the NGO 
Caritas, said, Feb 21. 


"We had resources for post-conflict assistance, but they have 
already been used up." 


Caritas launched an appeal for help on Feb 20. 


The fires occurred a few days ago, but were only reported 
on Feb 20, by Caritas workers who were in the area evaluating 
the impact of their post-conflict assistance programme. 


Strong winds in the affected areas fanned the flames that 
killed at feast four people in Bambari, a town 385 km northeast 
of the capital, Bangui, Toulougoussou said. 


Hundreds of people there are now homeless. In Boseangua, 
a town 305 km north of Bangui, at least 400 people are withcut 
shelter, Toulougoussou added. 
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On Feb 21, 44 families in Bossangoa received plastic 
sheeting for makeshift houses from Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF), the head of mission in Bangui, Luke Beeder, said. 

They also received blankets and cooking utensils. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bangui, Feb 21) 


[Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1586] 


CHAD 


a. IMF executive board approves aid: The 
executive board of the Internatior al Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Feb 17, approved a three-year arrangement 
unde: the Poverty Reduction Facility (PRGF) for 

ad. 


The first disbursement under the arrangement will amount 
to SDR 4.2 million (about US$6.4 million’. 


In addition, the board granted additional interim assistance 
under the enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) 
Initiative in an amount equivalent to SDR 1.375 million (about 
US$2.1 million). This amount covers 132 per cent of Chad's 
principal obligations due to the IMF between March 1 and 
December 31, 2005. 


Foliowing the executive board’s discussion of Chad, Ms. 
Anne O. Krueger, First Deputy Managing Director and Acting 
Chair, stated: "The Chadian authorities have continued to 
strengthen economic management and improve transparency. 

They made substantial progress in 2004 in finalizing the 
institutional arrangement for the transparent management of oil 
resources, and took measures to curtail expenditure in response 
to substantial shortfalls in external budget support and non-oil 
revenue, and to eliminate external payments arrears. 


Economic growth was high, inflation renained subdued, and 
the external position continued to strengthen. (International 
Monetary Fund, Washington, DC, Feb 17) 


[Previous issue Chad, page 1586] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Strike at government hospitals results in 
1,366 deaths in Kinshasa: A month-long strike by 
doctors, nurses and other medical personnel in 
government hospitals in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) has resulted in 1,350 deaths in the 
capital, Kinshasa, an official of local human rights 
NGO said, Feb 16. 

Amigo Gonde, president of the African Association for Human 
Rights, said the dead were recorded at the morgue of the 
1,500-bed Kinshasa General Hospital. 

The association carried out its survey cf the hospital for the 
period of January 10 to February 8. Gonde said the survey 
enabled the association to measure the impact of the strike on 
the public. 

Although the permanent secretary in the Ministry of Health, 
Miaka Mia Bilenge, did not dispute that patients were dying as 
a result of the strike, he said, "I cannot confirm the figures." 

He said most of the city’s 12 hospitals did not have morgues 
and usually took their dead to the Kinshasa General Hospital. 


` "The scope of the strike is certainly underestimated because 
these figures stem only from one government hospital," Gonde 
said. i 


Like much of the nation’s infrastructure, public health facilities 
lack equipment and are in a dilapidated state after decades of 
neglect and five years of civil war. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Kinshasa, Feb 17) 


Annan condemns murder of nine UN peacekeepers in 
Congo: Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Feb 25, called on the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to help the United Nations 
track down the unidentified militia members who ambushed and 
murdered nine Bangladeshi peacekeepers serving in the coun- 
try’s remote northeast . 


Condemning the slayings, Annan offered his condolences to 
the families of the nine soldiers, who were part of a larger 
company that had been trying to protect internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) from harassment by local militias near Kafi in 
the Ituri district. 


The Secretary-General also stressed that the attack will not 
deter the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) - one 
of the world body's largest peacekeeping missions, with almost 
14,000 troops - from carrying out its mandate to help advance 
the nation’s peace process. 


UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said during the daily briefing 
in New York that the troops had been on a patro! to camps 
believed to belong to a local militia that had refused to take 
part in disarmament and reintegration programmes when they 
were ambushed and fired upon. (UN News Service, New York, 
Feb 25) ; , 

b. Congo hit by a peculiar plague, says UN: 
A form of plague that infects humans from the air 
they breathe has killed 61 diamond miners since 
December 2004 in the northeastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the United Nations public 
health agency said, Feb 18. 


The confirmed deaths occurred among some 7,000 miners 
working at a very unsanitary mine in Zobia in Ituri district, but 
there could be up to 300 other cases, the World Health 
Organization's (WHO) team leader Dr. Eric Bergerat told a news 
conference in Geneva. 


About two-thirds of the miners ran away from the mine and 
had to be contacted in a radius of 200 kilometres so they could 
get chemo-prophylaxis in the hope of heading off a sécondary 
outbreak but an unknown number of them died in the forest or 
on the trail. i 


The local staff of the DRC Ministry of Health gave the early 
cases rapid diagnostic tests which confirmed the plague and 
they then used the national protocol for treatment of plague, 
which was the appropriate case management, Dr. Bergerat 
said. =? l : ; 

WHO would send in a team of 10 to help comb through nearby 
villages, if the security situation permitted, and make sure all the 
cases have been isolated and treated, he said. (UN News Service, 
New York, Feb 18) 

{Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1587} 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. EU urges restraint over unresolved border 
dispute: The European Union (EU) expressed 
concern on Feb 13 over "the recent military build-up" 
by Ethiopia and Eritrea and urged both sides not to 
ignite another war in the Horn of Africa. 


The Dutch ambassador, Rob Vermaas, whose country 
currently holds the EU presidency, said the 25-nation body was 
“particularly concerned" about the build-up near the border. 


"The EU is particularly concerned about the recent military 
build-up on both sides of the border and urges both sides to 
refrain from any action that could lead to a resumption of 
hostilities," he said in a statement read‘on behalf of the EU. 

Vermaas added that development support to Ethiopia could 
be “directly influenced" by political and governance issues, citing 
the unresolved border dispute with neighbouring Eritrea. 


"In this context, the EU would like to reiterate its firm 
commitment to assist Ethiopia and Eritrea in finding a way 
forward to implementing the decision of the Boundary Commis- 
sion,” he said. 

His comments came as Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
presented the government's annual economic progress report to 
donors and appealed for more aid to help reduce poverty. 


In the second annual progress report on Ethiopia's three-year 
poverty reduction programme, Meles said the two most important 
challenges facing his country were the non-availability of 
resources and poor implementation of strategies to combat 
poverty. (UN integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Addis Ababa, Feb 14) 

[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1564] 
[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1588] 


GAMBIA 


a. Concern over newspaper amendment Act: 
The special rapporteur on freedom of expression of 
the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights has expressed grave concern over the recent 
adoption of the "Newspaper Amendment Act 2004" 
and the Criminal Code (Amendment) Bill 2004. 


According to Article 19, the Newspaper Amendment Act 2004 
invalidates the existing framework for registration of media 
institutions in The Gambia, by requiring newspapers to re-register 
with the Registrar General's offi ice within two weeks of the coming 
into force of the law. 


In addition, all private media institutions are required to post 
a 500,000 dalasis (approx. US$16, 665} bond. This represents 
an increase of 400% from the previous 100,000 dalasis (approx. 
US$3,330). 

The new registration requirement and the bond imposed on 
media institutions are excessive and tantamount to censorship. 

The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights has 
made it clear that excessive bonds imposed as a prerequisite 
for the registration of media institutions do not serve. any 
legitimate aim and therefore constitute an undue restriction on 
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the right to freedom of expression guaranteed under Article 9 cf 
the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. (Article 19, 
London, Jan 19) 


[Previous issue Gambia, page 1476] 


GUINEA 


a. Security forces arrest prominent editor: 
Guinean security forces arrested the editor of one 
of the nation’s leading private weeklies at his home 
in the capital, Conakry, Feb 17 

Authorities did not disclose charges against Mohamed 
Lamine Diallo, known by his pen name Benn Ppito, but local 
journalists believe the arrest could be linked to his journalism. 


Security forces also searched Ppito’s home, but nothing was 
local sources told the Committee to Protect 
Journalists. The journalist was being held at the headquarters 
of Conakry’s security services, local media groups said in a joint 
statement, Feb 17. 


"We call on Guinean authorities to explain why they are 
holding Benn Ppito and to make public any charges against him," 
CPJ Executive Director Ann Codper said. 

The February 16 edition of Ppito’s newspaper, the private 
weekly La Lance, carried an editorial titled, "The situation in Lom 
seen from Conakry," which compared the political situation in 
Guinea, where President Lansana Cont has ruled since 1984, 
to that of Togo, where the army moved to install long-time ruler 
Gnassingb Eyadema’s son as president following Eyadema’s 
death on February 5. (Committee to Protect Journalists, New 
York, Feb 17) 

(Previous issue Guinea, page 1576] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Mbeki snubbed in Ivory Coast talks: South 
African President Thabo Mbeki’s peace bid in Ivory 
Coast has been dealt an apparent setback by 
President Laurent Gbagbo roping'in Morocco’s King 
Mohammed to revive the Stalled peace talks. 


Ivory Coast has been facing a rebellion since September 
2002, following an aborted coup. 


Morocco’s press agency and leading Ivorian dailies L’intelli- 
gent d’Abidjan and Le Patriote have all reported that Gbagbo 
had sent a delegation led by Sangare Abou Drahamane, the first 
vice-president of the ruling Ivorian People’s Front (FPI), to the 
royal palace in Casablanca. 


Abou Drahamane, it was reported, called for the Moroccan 
leader to “engage in mediation efforts" in Ivory Coast's political 
crisis. 


The dailies said Gbagbo's decision might have been 
motivated by the deadlock in which peace talks have landed 
after Mbeki's four-month mediation. 


The move came as a surprise to many observers, especially 
as Gbagbo had not expressed any discontent with the way Mbeki 
had conducted peace talks so far. The fact that Gbagbo's wife 
Simone, the president of the FPI’s group of parliamentarians, 
recently attended a session of the South African Parliament was 
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also interpreted as a sign of the excellent relations betwen 
Gbagbo and Mbeki. (Business Day, Johannesburg, Feb 18) 


[Previous isuse Ivory Coast, page 1589] 


KENYA 


a. 3 Qaeda men held in Kenya: Kenyan 
authorities have arrested three men with alleged 
links to Osama Bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda on suspicion 
of plotting terrorist attacks in Kenya, a senior police 
Official said on Feb 21. 


The trio-a Sudanese national and two Kenyans—were 
detained, Feb 19; in northeast Kenya near the border with lawless 
Somalia and transferred to Nairobi for questioning by the 
anti-terrorism police, the official said. 


"We are holding one Sudanese and two Kenyans on 
suspicion of involvement in terrorism activities," the official said, 
suggesting that Kenya may have been tipped to the threesome’s 
alleged activity by foreign intelligence. 

“We got a hint from sources | cannot disclose now of their 
involvement in terrorism activities and links to Bin Laden," the 
Official said. 


"The investigation is continuing". The police took them into 
custody as they were travelling along a normally unpatrolled road 
in Kenya's northeastern Tana River district, the official said. 


"The route....is not manned by the police and that’s why it 
appears they were using it," the official said. Kenyan authorities 
believe that the route has been used by terrorists in the past, 
notably to transport bombs and other weapons from Somalia 
to Kenya for the deadly 2002 attacks. (Asian Age, New Delhi, 
Feb 22) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1589] 


LIBERIA 


a. Consular section of Liberian embassy in 
US shut down: Corruption and irregularities among 
employees have put activities of the consular 
section of the Liberian Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. on hold pending an investigation. 

The embassy of the Republic of Liberia, Feb 22, announced 
that its Consular Section at 5201 16th Street, N.W. Washington, 
D.C. is tempcrarily closed for business as of Feb 21. 


The news release signed by ambassador Charles A Minor 
said that the consulate regrets any inconvenience the temporary 
closure of the consular section may cause the public but all 
efforts are being made for the Section to resume services to the 
public. The embassy’s news release did not provide any details 
on why the consulate was being shut down, but a source close 
to the situation informed the Daily Observer that a laundry list 
of irregularities and corruption by employees at the embassy led 
to the temporary closure of the embassy. 

The source said that some embassy employees have been 
privately using the embassy resources to issue visas and travel 
documents and pocketing the money for themselves. (Liberian 
Observer, Mcnrovia, Feb 22) 

[Previous issue Liberia, page 1577] 
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LIBYA - 


a. Libya seeks Zambian land: Libyan Ambas- 
sador to Zambia Khalif Omar Sweixi has asked the 
Zambia Investment Centre (ZIC) to facilitate the 
acquisition of land for Libyan investors to engage 
in commercial farming and tourism activities. 


ZiC public relations manager Sharon Sichilongo said in 
Lusaka that the Libyan envoy held discussions with ZIC director 
general Jacob Lushing. Ms Sichilongo said the Libyan envoy 
also requested ZIC to facilitate acquisition of land for Libyan 
investors to build a five-star hotel. 


_"We would like to see more collaboration between embas- 
sies and ZIC, and we feel happy when they approach us with 
a view to bringing investors to Zambia,” she said. 


Sweixi also expressed interest in knowing Zambia's eco- 
nomic status, investment environment and whether Zambia 
would be in a position to provide qualified human resource to 
foreign investors. j 


“It's the duty of every Zambian to ensure that the environment 
is conducive to foreign investors so that they can come to Zambia 
and invest without major problems. All stakeholders should do their 
best to bring investors to Zambia,” she said. (Times of Zambia, 
Ndola, Jan 31) 


[Previous issue Libya, page 1528] 


MALAGASY 


a. UN cooperation agreement to tackle pov- 
erty: A recent cooperation agreement between 
three UN agencies and Malagasy, worth US $101 
million, is expected to give impetus to the govern- 
ment's efforts to reduce widespread poverty. 


The partnership brings together the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the 
UN Population Fund (UNFPA) in a joint bid to tackle five key 
areas of concern in the impoverished island country. 


"The agreement will extend to 2009 and is very much in line 
with the broader objective of helping Malagasy achieve the UN 
Millennium Development Goals. 


Therefore, food security, governance, improving education 
and health and, of course, fighting HIV/AIDS, are some of the 
main concerns," UNDP Country Representative, Bouri San- 
houidi, said. 


According to a World Bank ranking, Malagasy is the world’s 
ninth-poorest country, where some 70 per cent of the population 
struggles to survive on less than US $1 a day. 


Bouri explained that UNDP would offer technical support to 
improve capacity in local and regional political institutions, and 
contribute to efforts aimed at stamping out corruption. 

The agency would also direct its attention towards promoting 
smali businesses, youth employment and private sector devel- 
opment. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Johannesburg, Feb 14) 


[Previous issue Malagasy, page 1528} 
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MALAWI 


a. ICTR defence investigator dead: A defence 
investigator for the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda, Alloys Nyilingondo, has died in Malawi. 

Nyilingondo, 43, from Rwanda, was an investigator for two 
trials at the ICTR. He served as an investigator for the defence 
in the trial of former Bicumbi Mayor Laurent Semanza and of 
former Rusumo mayor, Sylvestre Gacumbitsi. 

The ICTR spokesperson Roland Amoussouga confirmed that 
the tribunal had been informed about Nyilingondo’s death, which 
occurred on February 10 at Malawi's capital City Lilongwe. 


"We have been informed and we have requested the Malawi’ 


government to establish the circumstances surrounding his 
death," said Amoussouga. He added that preliminary investiga- 
tions indicate that he died in his house but the cause of death 
is yet to be established. But Semanza’s lead counsel, Charles 
Taku (Cameroon), said he believed that Nyilingondo’s death is 
linked to his work as a defence investigator. "I regret that he was 
subject to persistent threats from the Rwandan Government to 
an extent that the trial chamber had ordered investigations," Taku 
said. (Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, Feb 16) 


[Previous issue Malawi, page 1590] 


MOROCCO 


a. ‘Globalising’ Porto Alegre: A series of 
concerts marked the culmination of the fifth World 
Social Forum (WSF). 


The giant civil society meet has taken place annually in 
southern Brazilian city, with the exception of 2004 WSF, held in 
Mumbai, India as a means of more fully extending its scope to 
other regions. The event has been so successful that its 
organisers have decided to undertake a radical change in 2006, 
moving beyond Porto Alegre and holding the largest possible 
number of parallel forums in "key spots around the world." 


"The idea is to take the event to certain significant regions, 
such as Africa, Asia and eastern Europe," said Brazilian 
sociologist Cndido Grzybowski, one of the WSF's founders and 
organisers. 


"It would be important to hold one of these forums in 
Venezuela, because this would facilitate the participation of 
groups in the Caribbean," he said. The WSF Hemispheric 
Committee approved the proposal of Venezuela as one of the 
host countries of next year’s events, although the decision still 
needs to be ratified by the International Committee, which will 
meet on Mar 31-Apr. 2 in Paris. (inter Press Service, 
Johannesburg, Jan 31) 


[Previous issue Morocco, page 1555} 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Chairman of petroleum board sworn in: 
Mozambican Prime Minister Luisa Diogo, Feb 16, 
swore into office Arsenio Mabote as Chairman of 
the Board of.Directors of the National Petroleum 
Institute (INP), a recently created body charged with 
promoting oil exploration in the country. 
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Diogo said that the oil market is characterised by strong 
competition among international companies in areas that were 
previously inaccessible to direct investment. 

But Mozambique had not previously received much attention 
from oil companies - the war of destabilisation, which ended in 
1992, had made the country seem too high risk for major 
investments in drilling. 

But over the past decade the picture had changed and 
Mozambique was now regarded as "a preferential destination 
for investment", Diogo said. 


"We reached the conclusion that it was necessary to create 
a favourable environment to attract a flow of investment and to 
face the world oil market in an adequate manner”. 

To date, no oil has been found in Mozambique, but the 
country has substantial deposits of natural gas, which is now 
being exported to South Africa from the Pande and Temane 
fields in Inhambane province. (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, Feb 16) y 


b. Police harass journalists, destroy film: 
Members of the Mozambican riot police on Feb 4 
illegally detained two journalists of the Beira daily 
Diario de Mocambique, and seized some of their 
equipment. ` 

The two journalists, Antonio Chimundo and Jorge Ataide, 
were photographing riot police who were searching passen- 
gers of a minibus. 

The police objected to being photographed and detained 
the two journalists for half an hour. Handing over the disc from 
the digital camera containing the photos was the condition for 
releasing them. When the disc was returned the following day, 
it had been wiped clean. l 

One of the policemen told the journalists, "it's forbidden to 
photograph the police at work”. There is, in fact, no such law - 
but it is truly forbidden, under the 1991 press law, to harass 
journalists at work. 


Wiping the disc meant that the police also destroyed pictures 
of the current flooding on the lower Zambezi. The two journalists 
had gone to Caia to report on the floods, and were returning to 
Beira with the story and the pictures. (Agencia de Informacao 
de Mocambique, Maputo, Feb 7) 

[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1555] 


Gambian rat sniffs out landmines: The Gam- 
bian giant pouched rats are the latest weapon in 
the war to remove more than 100 million 

s landmines scattered in some 60 coun- 
tries that kill or injure an estimated 50 people daily. 

A giant African rat has become man’s second best friend as 
it joins forces with the dog to sniff out landmines in Mozambicue. 


The Belgian de-mining research group APOPO has eight of 
the rodents working alongside dogs and metal detectors on a 
minefield in Mozambique's coastal town of Vilanculos, some 850 
km northeast of the capital Maputo. 


The Gambian giant pouched rats are helping to cleer a 
stretch of fertile land that has lain fallow since a savage civil war 
ended in 1992. Landmines are an insidious legacy of that conflict 


1602 African Chronicle 


February 12-25, 2005 





that maim and kill Mozambicans to this day, including rural 
children who were born long after the guns were silenced. 


"The biggest problem in landmines is that for the movement 
there is a mine somewhere, a very large area becomes suspect 
and has to be cleared before people can go back to farming 
there,” said Frank Weetjens, APOPO’s representative in Mozam- 
bique. 


Enter the Gambian giant pouched rat, the latest weapon in 
the war to remove more than 100 million landmines scattered in 
some 60 countries. Leaders of 143 countries met in Naiorbi in 
` November 2004 to plan the next steps in their global campign. 


"We started off in Africa because a very large chunk of 
mine-affected countries in the world are actually in Africa. And 
of these countries a lot have really dilapidated infrastructure 
because of that," said Weetjens. "For us there is a sense of 
priority for Africa. That is also why we looked for an animal that 
would thrive well in Africa", he said. 


And thrive it does. The rat's home range is found throughout 
much of Africa. It gets its name from‘the large pouches on the 
inside of its cheeks, which it uses for carrying food. Easily tamed, 
the animal is a favourite in the pet trade. 


Of the 26,000 pieces of metal detected so far on the minefield 
in Vilanculos, only 74 turned out to be landmines. After World 
War II dogs emerged as the most reliable detection method, able 
to sniff out even those mines buried 15 to 12 cm below the 
ground, which a metal detector will miss. 


The pouched rat combines a dog’s nose without its bulk. 
Growing to a maximum weight of 2.8 kg it can scamper around 
a minefield without the risk of detonating anti-personnel gadgets 
that can be triggered by its heavier canine colleague. 


The rats are attached to little red harnesses and guided down 
the length of a 100 square metre field by their trainer. When the 
rat hits on a suspected mine, it stops, sniffs and starts to scratch. 


“Every tool has its own limitations. Machines, dogs, men 
have limitations ‘and so do the rats. What is important is that 
we have a package that can speed up the process and we 
can reduce costs and increase productivity,” said Jacky 
D'Almeida, director of the Accelerated De-mining Program- 
ming. (Statesman, New Delhi, Jan 17) 


{Previous issue Mozambique, page 1590] 


RWANDA 


a. Gen Bizimungu abused his power, says | 


witness: A prosecution witness in the trial of four 
army officers of the former Rwandan army on 
genocide charges claimed on Feb 22, that the 
former chief-of-staff of the Rwandan army, Gen 
Augustin Bizimungu, “exceeded his powers and 
duties" during the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 


The prosecution witness, code-named GAP said during 
cross-examination before the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda (ICTR), that Bizimungu "abandoned the battie field to 
come and kill the ordinary population." Bizimungu’s lead counsel, 
Gilles Saint-Laurent from Canada challenged the witness. He 
suggested that in the context of the war Gen Bizimungu would 


not have focused all his efforts on attacking Tutsis civilians. But 
GAP retorted, “He killed and he said all Tutsis should be killed". 
The witness said Bizimungu abused his power. 

Bizimungu’s counsel also challenged the witness on meet- 
ings he said had been held to plan the genocide, saying there 
were no meetings held between January and March, 1994 and 
that “there was never any plan or plot to kiil the Tutsis which 
especially involved Bizimungu." (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, Feb 22) 

[Background Info. & Previous issue Rwanda, page 1591:a] 


SENEGAL 


a. Military chiefs of UN peacekeeping mis- 
sions meet in Senegal:The military chiefs of the 
three United Nations peacekeeping missions in 
West Africa met, Feb 22, in Dakar, Senegal, to share 
information and risk assessments. ~ 

Gen. Sajjad Akram of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone 
(UNAMSIL), Gen. Joseph Olorunghbon of the UN Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL), and Gen. Abdoulaye Fall of the UN Operation 
in Ivory Coast (UNOCI) started their two-day meeting with 
military advisers from the UN Office in West Africa (UNOWA) 
and Gen. El-Hadji Mouhamadou Kandi from the UN Department 
of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) to revise scenarios and 
update their estimates of sub-regional threats and challenges. 

The Security Council authorised the missions to meet 
for’ consultations on cross-border and regional conflict 
prevention and peacekeeping issues. (UN News Service, 
New York, Feb 22) | 
[Previous issue Senegal, page 1568] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. NAG condemns intimidation of journalists: 
National Accountability Group (NAG) has con- 
demned the intimidation of journalists for reporting 
on alleged corruption cases. 

"This runs contrary to the recommendations laid out in the 
national anti-corruption strategy designed by the ACC's Preven- 
tion Department outlining the necessary steps the government 
must take to reduce opportunities for corruption in the public and 
private sectors," a release from NAG stated, adding that the 
obstruction of free flow of information would render the fight 
against corruption ineffective. 

NAG said the arrest of Peep Editor, Olu Gordon and the 
summoning of two other journalists from Concord Times and 
Exclusive newspapers for publishing corruption related articles 
is a great cause for concern. 

"The continued failure of certain people in government to 
abide by standard protocols in the legal system effectively deraiis 
the anti-corruption measures that it supposedly endorses," the 
release stated, adding that government must protect the freedom 
of its citizens including journalists. "If there is no effective check 
on the persistent misuse of public resources, the future of the 
country is indeed bleak," it stated. (Concord Times, Freetown, 
Feb 22) 

[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1592] 
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SOMALIA 


a. Two dead, six injured in Mogadishu 
explosion: An explosive device went off on a street 
corner in the Somali capital, Mogadishu, Feb 17, 
killing at least two people and injuring six others, 
local sources said. 


"The device, believed to be a bomb, was left in a box ona 
motorcycle near the former Foreign Affairs ministry building," a 
Mogadishu resident said. "The explosion took place at around 
nine o'clock [0600 GMT] and could be heard a kilometre away." 


The explosion occurred while military experts from several 
African countries were in the city to assess the situation, ahead 
of the proposed le of an African Union (AU) peace 
mission. 


Since February 6, Mogadishu has also hosted some 80 
members of parliament from the 275-strong, Kenyan-based 
interim Somali government. 


The MPs were in Mogadishu to prepare for the return of the 
transitional government from Nairobi to Mogadishu. (UN Inte- 
grated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Feb 17) 


[Background Info.& Previous issue Somaiia, page 1592:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Angola, South Africa sign cooperation 
accords:Thrée accords and one protocol of coop- 
eration between Angola and South Africa were 
signed, Feb 17, in Cape Town in the framework of 
the 4-day offi cial visit by Prime Minister Fernando 
da Piedade Dias dos Santos. 


The first is related to protection and social reintegration with 
a view to sharing political experiences and development 
programmes on areas linked to child, integration of physically 
disabled people, assistance and protection of the elderly and 
post-conflict social reinsertion. 


Signing the documents at a ceremony attended by the South 
African Vice President Jacob Zuma, and by Fernando da 
Piedade, were the Angolan Minister of Social Welfare, Jo'o 
Baptista Kussumua, and the South African Minister for Social 
Development, Zola Skweyiya. 


The second one is on Reciprocal Promotion and Protection 
of Investments between the two countries, taking into account 
that such investments will serve as incentive to individual 
economic activity, as a way of contributing for prosperity of the 
respective peoples. 


Minister of Transports Andre Luis Brandao and South African 
Minister of Industry and Commerce, Mandisi Mpahiwa signed 
the agreement. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Feb 18) 


b. Telkom signs techno-hub deal: The City of 
Johannesburg and- Telkom, Feb 15, signed a 
co-operation agreement, setting the metropolis on 
the path to realising its 2030 vision - to become 
Africa’s techno-hub. 
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Johannesburg city manager Pascal Moloi and Telkom CEO 
Sizwe Nxasana signed the memorandum of understanding, 
based on talks that started late in 2003. 


The memorandum commits the two organisations to meet 
regularly, to exchange information on existing infrastructure and 
where the communications network could be required. 


The parties agreed to investigate the creation of new small 
and medium enterprises, including those that offer telecommu- 
nication and related services. 


They further agreed to promote the principle of ‘dial before 
you dig’ to ensure proper co-ordination when laying infrastructure 
within the city. Also to be investigated is the possibility of making 
the Telkom Hillbrow Tower a tourist landmark, with restaurant 
facilities and branding. 


"This agreement will ensure Johannesburg continues to 
thrive as a hub of the financial and business services sector. It 
would also give a big boost to ensuring easy to access during 
many major events like the 2010 World Soccer Cup," said Moloi, 
(ITWeb, Johannesburg, Feb 15) 2 


{Previous issue South Africa, page 1593) 


SUDAN 


a. Museveni extends LRA ceasefire tili Feb 
22: The LRA rebels have got more time to seek a 
peaceful resolution of the northern conflict with the 
Government. 


Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni has extended the 
18-day ceasefire that was due to expire, Feb 19. The new 
ceasefire will end on February 22 at 7:00pm. 


The UPDF northern-based Operation iron fist intelligence 
coordinator, Col. Charles Otema Awany, said over Radio mega 
FM that the president had directed the army to observe the 
ceasefire to allow other LRA commanders to emulate the 
example of their spokesman, Brig. Sam Kolo, who surrendered 
earlier. 


He said the peace talk zone was still free of military 
operations and encouraged rebels to assemble there and wait 
for the government peace team to sign the peace talk 
memorandum. 


"His Excellency, the President of Uganda, directed us not to 
put military pressure on Kolo and Vincent Otti unless they enter 
our ambush since they are interested in a peaceful resolution 
of the conflict," Otema said. He urged other LRA commanders 
to surrender instead of waiting for the peace talks. (New Vision, 
Kampaia, Feb 19) 


(Background Info. Sudan, page 1595] 


TOGO 


a. Police fire on demonstrators: Police-firing 
on a crowd of demonstrators killed at least three 
protesters and wounded dozens, Feb 12, opposition 
leaders claimed. 

Earlier, thousands of people turned out for a second day of 
rallies against Togo’s President, appointed by the army in what 
many are calling a coup d'etat. 
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About 3,000 protesters hurled rocks and jagged pieces of 
metal at police, and garbage fires to block their vehicles. Security 
forces fought back with teargas, batons and stun grenades, 
attempting to quell a growing opposition against the appointment 
of President Faure Gnassingbe. (Hindu, New Delhi, Feb 13) 

Sanctions slapped on Togo: The Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) slapped sanctions on Togo, 
suspending the country from the regional bloc, banning its 
leaders from travel and imposing an arms embargo. 

The sanctions, Feb 19, came in response to the decision of 
Togo's army to name the late President's son as leader and were 
imposed despite a pledge from the new ruler to hold elections 
in 60 days. Faure Gnassingbe was named President by the army 
just hours after his father, Gnassingbe Eyadema, died on 
February 5. The Constitution was hastily amended afterwards to 
legitimise the succession, which was denounced by African 
leaders as a coup. On Feb 11, Gnassingbe said he would hold 
elections in 60 days but indicated he did not intend to stand 
down before the polls, angering African leaders who had 
demanded a return to the original Constitution. 


"The decision to impose the sanctions is therefore being 
taken following the declaration by the Togolese Government that 
it will hold presidential elections within 60 days while maintaining 
the situation created by the installation of the-interim President 
of the Republic", ECOWAS said in a statement, Feb 19. (Hindu, 
New Delhi, Feb 21) 

Three radio stations, one TV station shut down: Three 
independent radio stations, Nana FM, Kanal FM, and Nostalgie, 
and a television station, TV7, were closed, Feb 11, by the Lomi 
Magistrate's court, for allegedly inciting the Togolese people to 
civil disobedience, hatred and revolt. 

A day earlier, another station, Radio Lumihre at Aniho some 
45 kilometres south-west of the capita! had been closed down. 


The stations were subjected to harassment by officials of the 
Post and Telecommunications sector regulatory authority, (an 
institution which manages frequencies) with the help of security 
forces. The officials also attempted to seize the stations’ 
equipment but were prevented from doing so by a large number 
of people who came out into the streets to protest. 

According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)-Togo 
sources, the closure followed a petition brought by the High 
Authority for Broadcasting and Communication (HAAC), Togo’s 
media regulatory body, before the Lomi Magistrate's court, which 
then ordered a one-month suspension of the broadcast licences 
of these four stations. (Media Foundation for West Africa, 
Accra, Feb 16) 

[Previous issue Togo, page 1596) 


TUNISIA 


a. First private television station starts 
broadcasting: "Hannibal TV", Tunisia’s first pri- 
vate satellite television station, started broadcast- 
ing Feb 13. 

In a press statement, Larbi Nasra, owner of the television 
station said he was “proud of "Hannibal TV" as the first private 
satellite TV station to be launched from Tunisia." He expressed 


hope “the station will constitute a positive addition to the 
audiovisual landscape.” He added “Hannibal TV" will "aim for 
high standards and strive to meet the expectations of Tunisian 
and international viewers and reflect various tastes and tenden- 
cies." 

In a message to the management and staff of "Hannibal 
Tv", Tunisian President Ben Ali expressed his hope that the 
new television station will contribute to "the consolidation of 
the national media landscape and the diversification of its 
content.” 


in his message, President Ben Ali described “freedom of 
expression as the basis for media activity.” He also pointed out 
to the various measures, incentives and training mechanisms 
which have been introduced in Tunisia since 1987 with the aim 
of allowing Tunisian media’ to play their role as "a source of 
enrichment in an evolved political life". (Tunisia Online, Tunis, 
Feb 14) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1544} 


UGANDA 


a. Museveni, signs referendum Act: A Bill 
providing for a referenaum to approve the antici- 
pated constitutional changes has. been signed by 
President Yoweri Museveni. 


The President signed the Bill on February 10. Justice and 
constitutional affairs minister Prof. Khiddu Makubuya on Feb 
8 presented the Constitutional amendment Bill 2005 to 
Parliament. 


It contains details of the amendments to be made on the 
1995 constitution. The key amendments are change of political 
system from the Movement to. multipartyism and lifting of the 
presidential term limits. 


The Electoral commission is expected to prepare the country 
for civic education on the Bill and the referendum campaigns. 
They are also supposed 'té ‘supervise the ‘drafting of the 
referendum questions. 


Commission spokesman Jabweli Okello said money had 
been put side for the civic. education. The Act says the 
commission shall, at least two months before the referendum, 
carry out the civic education:programmes.: 


Schedule tI of the Act’contains the referendum question. It 
reads, "Parliament has amended the following provisions of the 
1995 constitution, among'other provisions, do you approve this 
Bill, Yes/No?" District Councils will also be asked, "Do you ratify 
this Bill, Yes/No?" (New: Vision, Kampala, Feb 19) 


b. Govt, World Bank sign $ 177m pacts: The 
Government and the World Bank have signed two 
financing agreements worth US$177.6m. 


Two amendments aimed at improving the road and power 
sectors, as well as supporting the business community through 
provision of credit, were also signed. 


Dr. Ezra Suruma, the finance minister, and the World bank 


Country Director for East Africa, Judy O'Connor, signed the 
agreement in Kampala, Feb 23. 
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The agreements include a $70m credit support for private 
sector development, $107.6m for the road sector. The high 
priority roads to benefit from the funding include Soroti-Lira road 
and Busega-Mityana road. (New Vision, Kampala, Feb 24) 


c. LRA’s Kolo surrenders: The long-serving 
spokesman of the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA) Sam Kolo has surrendered, the Army an- 
nounced, Feb 16. 


Kolo made contact with the UPDF in Latwara, near Okidi 
hills in Kilak county, 65km north of Gulu town, Feb 15. 


Defence Minister Amama Mbabazi told Parliament that Kolo 
surrendered because he was escaping from an LRA plot to kill 
him. 

"About three days ago Joseph Kony issued orders to Vincent 
Otti, who is in Uganda to return to Sudan. Otti protested and 
there was a disagreement. 


Sam Kolo also refused to go back then Otti ordered the 
execution of Sam Kolo but he escaped and made contact with 
the UPDF," Mbabazi told MPs. Otti is the second in command 
of the LRA. 


"Otti, thinking that Kolo was killed, rang Betty Bigombe saying 
Kolo had been killed but LRA was still interested in talks," 
Mbabazi said. Ms Bigombe is the chief peace negotiator in the 
on-going talks between the government and LRA. 


Kolo is the highest-ranking LRA rebel commander to 
“surrender: Other prominent commanders include Kenneth 
Banya, who was captured in 2004 and Onen Kamdu!, who 
surrendered recently. (Monitor, Kampala, Feb 17) 
{Background Info, Uganda, page 1571:a] 


d. 6,000 homeless as fires destroy huts in 
northern IDP camps: At least 6,000 people were 
left homeless after fires broke out in several camps 
for internally displaced persons (IDPs), an official 
from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humani- 
tarian Affairs (OCHA) said. 


The fires were still burning, Feb 21, he added. 


"About 800 huts were burnt over the weekend at Parabongo 
camp and more were still burning" Andrew Timpson, OCHA 
head of office in Gulu, 380 km north of the capital, Kampala, 
said. "Other fires ripped through. Cope camp where over 400 
huts were destroyed". 


Timpson said the current ‘hot and windy weather in the 
war-affected region was to blame for the spread of the fires. 
Some relief food that was due to be distributed to camp residents 
by relief agencies was also destroyed. 


Parabongo is 40 km north of Gulu, while Cope is 15 km north 
of the town. Opit camp is 22 km east of Gulu and Bobi 26 km 
south. 


“At Opit, an electric pole fell on Monday (Feb 21) and caused 
some sparks that started the fire which easily spread through a 
big chunk of the camp," Timpson added. “We are yet to know 
the extent of the damage.” (UN Integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Kampala, Feb 22) 


[Background Info. Uganda, page 1583] 


ZAMBIA 


a. First Zambian woman state counsel dies: 
First Zambian woman State counsel, Josephine 
Nyirongo, has died. 

Family representative, Elizabeth Muzungaile, confirmed in a 
statement that Mrs Nyirongo, 53, died, Feb 20, at St Johns 
Hospital in Lusaka after an illness. 


Mrs Muzungaile said the deceased was appointed to serve 
as a member of the judicial complaints committee in 2002 and 
was conferred with the status of State counsel by President 
Mwanawasa on April 16, 2004. 


The statement said she had been a member of the Law 
Association of Zambia (LAZ) and previously served as LAZ 
vice-president for two consecutive terms. 


The statement further stated that Mrs Nyirongo was serving 
as vice-chairperson of the revenue appeals tribunal and board 
member of Zambia Telecommunications Company (ZAMTEL) 
and Zimbabwe Re-insurance company (ZimRE) at the time of 
her death. . 


She was also chairperson of the Monze Hospital board, 
executive member of the Churches Health Association of Zambia 
and past president of Rotary Club of Lusaka Pamodzi. 


She leaves behind four children. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, 
Feb 21) 


b. Official among three sentenced to death: 
Lusaka High Court has. sentenced a Zambia 
National Service (ZNS) official and two other men 
to death for staging an armed robbery in 2000 at 
a Zesco Roma sub-station in Lusaka where they 
murdered two other ZNS officials. 


Justice Philip Musonda pronounced the death sentence on 
Churchill Malama, 32, a staff sergeant who was convicted jointly 
with Sydney Bwalya, 27, and Dickson Mwanza, 25, for armed 
robbery and two counts of murder. 


Justice Musonda said despite the mitigatory factors pleading 
for leniency and considering that the trio were in their prime age, 
he was compelled to mete out the maximum sentence in 
accordance with the law. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, Feb 11) 


c. PTA Bank, FMO sign trade agreement: The 
Eastern and Southern African Trade and Develop- 
ment Bank (PTA Bank) has signed a US $15 million 
trade finance facility with the Dutch Development 
Finance Company (FMO). 

The agreement was signed in Nairobi by PTA Bank president 
Dr. Michael Gondwe and FMO senior credit analyst Guido 
Boysen. The bank would use funding under the facility to provide 
short-term financing to its clients. 

According to Dr. Gondwe, the funding would be used to 
arrange import facilities, letter of credit facilities, pre-export and 
post-shipment finance facilities and lending to small and medium 
sized banks to support trade finance business. 

"This facility will be available to the bank's clients in Zambia 
and also in other member states. It is expected that in line with 
the bank's mandate, the funding will bridge the financing gap in 
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member states, which will have the desired effect of boosting 
economic growth," he said. (Post, Lusaka, Jan 27) 


{Previous issue Zambia, page 1596} 


ZIMBABWE 


a. CPJ concerned about harassment of inter- 
national correspondents: The Committee to Pro- 
tect Journalists is concerned that Zimbabwean 
police repeatedly visited the offices of three senior 
freelance reporters for international publications, 
Feb 14 and Feb 15. 


Officials first said they were investigating espionage allega- 
tions against the journalists. Then they claimed they were looking 
into the reporters’ accreditation. Finally, the officers said they 
were investigating whether a satellite phone used by one of the 
journalists was licensed, according to their lawyer, Beatrice 
Mtetwa. < 


CPJ sources fear that authorities are looking for a way to 
silence reporting to the outside world in the run-up to March 31 
parliamentary elections. The three reporters are Angus Shaw of 
the Associated Press (AP) and Jan Raath and Brian Latham, 
who both work for a number of British and South African news 
organizations, according to Mtetwa. 


"CPJ is disturbed at this ominous development and calls on 
the government to cease its harassment of independent 
journalists,” said CPJ Executive Director Ann Cooper. (Commit- 
tee to Protect Journalists, New York, Feb 15) 


Media, opposition complain of harassment: The arrest 
of an opposition election official in Zimbabwe ran counter to the 
spirit of the Southern African Development Community's (SADC) 
principles and guidelines on holding a free and fair poll, local 
civil society groups said. 


The Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN), a coalition 
of NGOs, said the arrest of lan Makone, the opposition Movement 
for Democratic Change (MDC) election coordinator, defied the 
SADC principles on democratic elections agreed to in Mauritius 
in 2004. 


Makone was arrested in the capital, Harare, Feb 16, for 
organising “an illegal meeting", said police spokesman Wayne 
Bvudzijena. He was charged with violating the Public Order and 
Security Act (POSA), which effectively bans any assembly 
without police permission, but was released the same day. 


MDC spokesman Paul Themba Nyathi said that Makone was 
holding an internal briefing for his party's candidates in a private 
room at a Harare hotel when he was arrested. 


ZESN chairman Reginald Matchaba-Hove said the arrest 
was "unnecessary" when "Zimbabweans are attempting. to 
create a free atmosphere” ahead of the legislative elections. 
{UN Integrated. Regional Information Networks Johannes- 
burg, Feb 18) 


b. Mugabe launches Zanu-PF election cam- 
paign: President Robert Mugabe launched his 
ruling party's campaign for parliamentary elections 
Eke pa March 31, under an "anti-Blair" theme on 

e 


Mugabe said the poll, dubbed the "anti-Blair elections", was 
an opportunity for his party Zanu-PF and its supporters to bury 
“once and for all" British prime minister Tony Blair, and the 
opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) party. 


Mugabe has always accused the MDC of being a party run 
from London and Washington, and that it is not "home-grown". 
The launch, heid at a Harare hotel, was characterised by singing 
and dancing of revolutionary and religious songs as Mugabe 
addressed his party supporters and candidates. 


The poll falls in the silver jubilee of the country’s inde- 
pendence, and is also probably the last which Mugabe will 
oversee as president. 


The 81-year old leader has publicly said he intends to retire 
at the end of his term in 2008. 


"It is now again the time to demonstrate to the world that it 
is we who established democracy in Zimbabwe. We taught the 
British what democracy for Zimbabwe was," Mugabe told 
supporters. ( Daily News, Harare, Feb 11) 


MDC launches election campaign: The MDC formally 
launched its campaign for the general elections in Masvingo, 
Feb 20. 


The event, held at Mucheke Stadium, attracted only a quarter 
of the seating capacity unlike the Zanu-PF campaign launch held 
at the Harare International Conference Centre recently that filled 
the venue to capacity. 


MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai unveiled his party's colourful 
election manifesto, in which the party has ditched one of its 
pillars - white farmers - as it embraces land reform, national 
youth training and other programmes currently being pursued 
by the Government. 


The manifesto dumps the MDC’s previous policy of condemn- 
ing land reform, which it has hitherto labelled “land grab”, and, 
instead, promises.title deeds to all "occupying" the land in both 
communal and resettlement areas. 


Areas of health, promotion of new businesses, education and 
women’s rights are stressed in the manifesto with the MDC’s 
policies almost identical to those of Zanu-PF in these crucial 
areas. 


The party, which is backed by the Zimbabwe Congress of 
Trade Unions, promises a return to the days when workers could 
go on legal! wildcat strikes. (Herald, Harare, Feb 21) 


c. Three closed banks reopen: Thousands of 
account holders at the closed Trust Bank, Barbican 
Bank and Royal Bank heaved a sigh of relief when 
the three financial institutions, which have been 
incorporated into the Zimbabwe Allied Banking 
Group, opened their doors to the public to facilitate 
withdrawals of up to $5 million per individual. 


However, none of the three banks’ agencies were open and 
clients who normally do business with them were withdrawing 
their money from the main branches. 

Long queues had already formed outside the banks before 
the scheduled 8am opening time, but these had disappeared by 
mid-morning as more staff were deployed to ensure swift service. 
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Depositors” funds had been locked up in the institutions 
since 2004 when they were placed under curatorship by the 
central bank. 


The decision by the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe to reopen 
the banks to allow withdrawals has been hailed as a good idea 
by the hard-pressed depositors. A survey carried out by Herald 
Business revealed that the three banks’ clients were happy with 
the reprieve. 

“It's good that the banks are not liquidating and we are 
happy because we have been cushioned from losses on 
investments as in the case of liquidation clients said. ( Herald, 
Harare, Jan 25) 


d. New newspaper launched: A veteran Zim- 
babwean journalist has launched a weekly paper in 
the UK and South Africa. 


A new weekly newspaper, The Zimbabwean, meant to 
provide a forum of communication for Zimbabweans in the 
diaspora, has been launched in London, England, and Johan- 
nesburg, South Africa. 


The brainchild of veteran Zimbabwean journalist and Daily 
News founder Wilf Mbanga, the paper will have an initial print 
tun of 20,000 in London and 30,000 copies in South Africa to 
service the southern African region. 

Mbanga, one of the founder members of the now-defunct 
Associated Newspapers of Zimbabwe group, publisher of The 
Daily News and The Daily News on Sunday, is the editor. 

Mbanga’s wife Trish, a former executive director at the 
Zimbabwe International Book Fair, told The Financial Gazette 
that the weekly paper, which will be published every Friday, was 
specifically targeted at Zimbabweans in the diaspora. 


"The main purpose of the paper is to serve Zimbabweans in 
the diaspora. We aim to provide them with a platform to 
communicate with each other," Trish said. 


It is estimated that more than 3.5 million Zimbabweans are 
either residing or working abroad. Unconfirmed reports say there 
are up to two million Zimbabweans living in the United Kingdom 
alone. Trish said well-wishers and volunteers had pledged 
funding and staffing The Zimbabwean. (Financial Gazette, 
Harare, Feb 10) 


e. Zimbabwe brands Tutu a ‘sellout’: Zim- 
babwe’s ruling party has branded Archbishop Des- 
mond Tutu, “a sellout” for attacking its democratic 
credentials, and accused the Nobel peace laureate 
of worshipping Tony Blair and George W Bush as 
“false gods”. 

The South African archbishop and anti-apartheid icon has 
urged African leaders to increase the pressure on their 
undemocratic counterparts and slammed Zimbabwe as a "huge 
blot" on the record of the world’s poorest continent. 

Tutu told South Africa’s Sundy Independent newspaper 
recently that Zimbabwe was "making a mockery” of African 
attempts to improve governance and defend democracy to 
secure more aid from rich countries. 

President Robert Mugabe’s ZANU-PF party—sensitive to 
criticism ahead of March 31 parliamentary elections—reacted 
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angrily, Feb 9, saying Tutu was a "vassal of imperialism" who 
was attacking Mugabe on behaif of Western opponents, and 
adding that Harare did not need aid from the West. (Statesman, 
New Delhi, Feb 9) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1584. 


REGIONAL 


a. NAIROBI (Kenya): Call centres have great 
potential for growth in Africa: Susan Mina, a 
Kenyan who has never stepped out of Africa, 
speaks English perfectly. Still, every once in a while, 
some Swahili slips out and that is not helpful as she 
tries to enhance Africa’s role in the global explosion 
of outsourcing. 


It happened the other day when she was trying to get a 
British man to sign up for a new cellular telephone service. He 
was in his home. She sat near the Nairobi airport, working as a 
sales agent for KenCall, Kenya's first international call centre. 


The man’s acent—she thought it was trish—was unintelll- 
gible to her. "Pole sana?" she said, which is what a listener says 
in Swahili when he or she does not understand. 


Controlling one’s Swahili is just one of the challenges that 
Kenyans are facing as they play catch-up in an industry that 
India and other countries have turned into major job generators. 


Kenya's regular phone lines are so bad that the founders of 
KenCall had to get government approval to use a costly satellite 
hookup. 


Even more dollars were spent on an elaborate generator 
system aimed at keeping KenCall’s computer screens running 
during Nairobi's frequent power failures. 


"Africa needs to raise its game," said Russell Southwood, 
who publishes as online newsletter on communications in Africa 
at balancingact-africa.com. "It needs to show the world that it 
can do more than pick minerals out of the ground and grow fruits 
and vegetables”. 


KenCall is now operating, and eager to lure business from 
Western companies that want cheap labour—but educated 
cheap labour like Ms Mina, who has a university degree but 
earns less than $5,000 a year, not as much as fast-food cashier 
would make in the United States. 


Although just a tiny entrant in the call-centre market, KenCall 
has enough clients to keep 200 telephone operators busy. 


Datamonitor, a consulting firm that follows outsourcing, 
estimates that there are 54,000 call-centre jobs in the most 
advanced countries in Africa, out of a total of six million such 
jobs worldwide. 


But the 54,000 figure only includes South Africa and the 
countries of North Africa, not emerging call centres in places 
like Ghana and Kenya. 


"There's a lot of potential in Africa," said Peter Ryan, an 
analyst at Datamonitor. “India, the Philippines and Canada are 
relatively mature, and that means wages and real estate are 
higher. So companies are asking, ‘Are there other locations?" 
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"Imagine you! re an isolated tribe in the mountains o ÅA 


South Africa is far ahead of the rest of the continent, with an Q, OF 
somewhere in Argentina or Kenya, and all of a sey: 


estimated 500 call centres employing about 31,000 people. South 
Africa boasts that the accents of its workers are neutral enough 
to fool English speakers everywhere. It also has the same time 


“a 


zones as parts of Europe, making doing business easier. 


Ghana, which makes similar claims about its population's 
understandable English, has lured Affiliated Computer Services 
Incorporated, an outsourcing. company based in Dallas that 
employs about 2,000 Ghanaians to process health forms for 
Aetna and other insurers. 


"The market for this is huge," said Nicholas A Nesbitt, the 
chief executive of KenCall, which he founded with his younger 
brother and his brother-in-law. 


‘It's not possible to put a figure on it. Any job that is being 
done that doesn't require face-to-face contact can be outsourced. 
And why not to Kenya”. (Marc Lacey in New York Times/Asian 
Age, New Delhi, Feb 13) 


INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS | 





_ a. ADDIS ABABA (Ethiopia): Pastoralists voice 
concern over encroachment of graszing land: 
Bring together people from 23 countries around the 
globe who herd animals for a living and, not 
surprisingly, the talk will inevitably shift to sheep, 
goats, cows and other more exotic animals that play 
such a central part in their lives. 


The Iranian contingent at an international gathering of 
nomads held recently in Turmi, Ethiopia, amazed others with 
their descriptions of two-humped camels, which are not known 
in these parts. 


An indian delegate to the conference said fellow herders 
could not believe that he raised domesticated buffalo. 


” The herders, from Mauritius to Mongolia, were united on one 
overriding issue: their common struggle against encroachment 
on their grazing land. 


"Increasing gaps between poor pastoralists and rich ones, 
increasing frustration at erosion of rights and loss of land and 
“increasing destitution, will lead to conflict and migration," the 120 
feaders from herder communities said in a statement at the close 
of the five-day conference in February. 


Pastoralists have gathered in the past to discuss their woes, 
but this meeting was deemed the' first broad international 
gathering to, be staged in a pastoral community. ` 


With the nomads’ plane fares ‘picked up by the United 
Nations, the session drew Mongolian camel owners and Spanish 
shepherds, as well as herders from such: far-flung places as 
Kazakhstan, Chile, Burkina Faso and Switzerland. 


realize you're not alone,” said Taghi Farvar, who comes t= 
pastoral tribe in Iran and works at that country’s Centre for 
Sustainable Development. 

The delegates stayed in tents in a part of Ethiopia so remote 
that it is considered too harsh for city dwellers. But it was nothing 
for this lot, some of whom trek hundreds of kilometres in search 
of fresh pasture. Making the group feel at home, livestock ambled 
away as the nomads discussed their threatened existence. 

"Globally, pastroalists are on the whole being marginalized 
by mainstream societies," said Paul Hebert, head of the United 
Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, which 
organized the conference through its Pastoral Communication 
Initiative. "We're trying to create some political space for them". 

With many translators helping, the pastoralists discussed 
how education could be provided in mobile schools so that their 
children could learn without abandoning their culture. They 
debated the role of women in their cultures, which varied from 
political leaders to pawns. They motivated each other to keep 
fighting for nomad rights. : 

Cattle theft was also discussed, as well as the use of cattle 
as payment for brides, and techniques for making milk last longer 
before spoiling. 

There are more than 50 million pastoralists} in sub-Saharan 
Africa, more than any other continent. Ethiopia alone has eight 
million people—12 per cent of its papulation—who move from 
place to place with their animals. Experts say their livelihood 
contribute about a quarter of the country's gross domestic 
product. 

Each person at the conference came away with a different 
lesson learned. Farvar, a white-bearded Iranian, said he had 
learned from Spanish shepherds that the government there 
protected their migratory route by law, even if animals must stroll 
right through cities. Such nomad-friendly policies, he said, might 
have helped the 300 sheep that were killed in a traffic accident 
in the southern Iranian city of Shiraz not long ago. 

Dolat Ram Guzzar, who raises buffalos, goats and cows in 
northwest India, said he had picked up new techniques’ for 
preserving milk, which is a major part of his diet. 

The members of the Iranian delegation offered a presentation 
on how they boiled sour ‘milk and then dried it in the sun, 
producing milk balls that are nutritious and can be kept for years. 
Amazed delegates even got to sample some of the balls. 


"We're all différent, but we share so much," Farvar said after 


. the conference, as he ‘watched’ an Ethiopian sheepherder 


struggle to get a flock to cross a busy street in the capital. "If 
you take mobility from pastoralists we’re as good as dead. We 
feel sorry for those of you who live sedentary lives". (Marc Lacey 
in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Feb 13) 
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7?” ALGERIA 

a. AuthoritieS:bantissue of Afrique Magazine: 
Reporters Without-Borders (RSF) has condemned 
the Algerian authorities’ decision to ban the March 
issue of Afrique -Magazine and urged them to 
reverse the decision. _ 

The banned issue carried a report on political disappearances 
in Algeria in the 1990s. Afrigue Magazine is published by the 
Jeune Afrique-l'Intelligent group. 

"We fear this ban is only the first of a new wave," RSF said. 
"While the national media is subjected to countless prosecutions 
and heavy fines that put them in financial straits, the foreign 
media is having to confront distribution delays and difficulties in 
accrediting their correspondents." 

Noting that this is the first time that Afrique Magazine has 
been banned since Abdelaziz Bouteflika became President, the 
-organisation said it was, nonetheless, not the first time a foreign 
publication or broadcast media outlet has been censored in this 
fashion. 


"At least five [media outlets] were banned in 2004," RSF 
said. "The Qatar-based television news network Al-Jazeera and 
the newspapers France Soir, Le Figaro, Le Monde diplomatique 
and Jeune Afrique- L’intelligent all suffered the same fate for 
covering Algerian issues. 


We firmly condemn this ban and call on the authorities to 
rescind it." (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, March 11) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Algeria, page 1585] 


BENIN 


a. New bishop named: The Holy Father has 
appointed Bishop Marcel Honorat Leon Agboton of 
Porto Novo, Benin, as metropolitan Archbishop of 
Cotonou, according to the Vatican Information 
Service. 

Cotonou has 1.6 million people; more than a third of them 
are Catholics. Archbishop Agboton succeeds Archbishop Nestor 
Assogba who reached the age limit. (Catholic Information 
Service for Africa, Nairobi, March 5) 


[Previous issue Benin, page 1537] 


BURUNDI 


a. Voters approve new Constitution: Voters in 
Burundi have overwhelmingly approved a new 
power-sharing constitution aimed at bringing to a 
final end an’ 11-year civil war that has claimed 
300,000 lives, election officials said, March 1. 
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With almost 80 per cent of the ballots counted in the 
referendum, the first national vote of any kind since the country 
was plunged into chaos in 1993, more than 91 per cent were 
"yes" votes, official said. 

More than 87 per cent of the country’s 3.1 million eligible 
voters took part in the referendum which enshrines a balanced 
power management between majority Hutus and the minority 
Tutsis who have dominated politics in the country of 7.1 million 
since independence from Belgium in 1962, they said. 

The partial results meant that a "no" vote was mathematically 
impossible and analysts said the outcome was indicative of the 
country’s ethnic make-up which is 85 per cent Hutu and 14 per 
cent Tutsi. As such some warned that the results could 
foreshadow a further entrenchment of ethnic animosity. 

Though the tally will not be official until it is certified by 
Burundi’s constitutional court, the President, Domitien Nday- 
izeye, said the vote opened an “era of democracy" in his country. 

The main former Hutu rebel - group, the Forces for the 
Defence of Democracy (FDD) which had called for its members 
to vote in favour of the constitution, said it was pleased with the 
results. (Hindu, Madras, March 2) 

[Previous issue Burundi, page 1597 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. Curfew imposed after demonstration 
leaves two dead: A curfew has been imposed on 
the Comoran island of Anjouan following clashes 
between the police and striking teachers led to the 
reported death of two high school students. 


A senior Anjouanese official said the curfew was imposed, 
March 1, to prevent further instability, and dismissed accusations 
that the police had used heavy-handed tactics. "There is no 
problem on Anjouan and people can say what they want, but 
we must ensure that they respect the laws of the island." He 
refused to confirm the deaths. According to Abdul Kamareddine, 
a teacher, the students were shot and killed, Feb 28, by the 
police, after joining their teachers in a demonstration over months 
of unpaid salaries, which turned into violent confrontation. 

Observers say the incident in Mutsamudu, the capital of 
Anjouan, has deepened growing concerns over the government's 
apparent intolerance of dissenting views. In early January, 
Anjouan authorities suspended broadcasts by the main commu- 
nity radio station, accusing Radio Dzialandze Mutsamudu (RDM) 
of producing "programmes that do not conform to ifs statutes 
and internal regulations". (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg, March 1) 

[Previous issue Comoro Islands, page 1358 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. Tens of thousands raped, few prosecuted: 
In eastern Congo conflict, government troops and 
rebel fighters have raped tens of thousands of 
women and girls, but fewer than a dozen perpetra- 
tors have been prosecuted by a judicial system. 


The 52-page report, ‘Seeking Justice: Prosecution of Sexual 
Violence in the Congo War’, documents how the government of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo has failed to prosecute those 
responsible for wartime rape. Human Rights Watch called on the 
Congolese government and international donors, including the 
European Union, to take urgent steps to reform Congos justice 
system. 


Despite the peace agreement and broad-based transition 
process in the Congo, which began in 2003, soldiers of the 
national army and armed groups continue to perpetrate sexual 
violence in the eastern provinces of North Kivu, South Kivu and 
Orientale. (Human Rights Watch, Washington, DC, March 7) 

b. UN troops killed 50 militiamen in self-de- 
fence, Annan says: A recent operation in which 
UN peacekeepers in eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DR) killed 50 militiamen was "an attempt 
to defend themselves and a determination to fulfil 
their mandate as effectively as they can," UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan said, March 3. 

He was responding to questions at a news conference in 
New York, the UN headquarters. Reporters had questioned 
whether or rot the UN troops had been heavy-handed in the 
attack at the village of Loga in the embattled northeastern district 
of Ituri. 

The Front Nationaliste Integrationiste (FNI) militiamen were 
killed, March 1, when UN troops stormed their stronghold. 


Annan said he did not think the UN troops had acted in a 
deliberate show of force. At the same news conference, the 
deputy director of the Africa Division in the Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), Margaret Carey, said the 
“cordon-and-search" operation had been planned before the 
militias attacked the UN troops in Kafe village, killing nine 
Bangladeshi soldiers on February 25. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi, March 4) 

c. Militia leaders arrested in Kinshasa: Several 
leaders of the militia group that is accused of having 
executed nine Bangladeshi UN peacekeepers in 
Kafe village, in the Democratic Republic of Congo’s 
northeastern Ituri District, have been arrested, 
Justice Minister Kisimba Ngoy said, March 22. 

He said the men were arrested in the capital, Kinshasa, and 
judicial investigations were in progress to establish those 
responsible. 

The UN Mission in the Congo, known as MONUC, confirmed 
that the arrests had been made. 

"Etienne Lona, one’ of the leaders of the Front des 
Nationalistes Integrationnistes [FNI], gave himself up to MONUC, 
March 1," Kemal Saiki, MONUC's director of information, said. 
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The main leader of the FNI, Floribert Ndjabu, said that he 
was under surveillance in his home. 


“We and our movement are falsely accused of the assassi- 
nation, but we continue to demand an inquiry and we know that 
there will be only one outcome, our innocence," Ndjabu said. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, 
March 2) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1598] 


EGYPT 


a. Many candidates in presidential poll fray: 
Egypt’s decision to allow many candidates to 
contest the presidential elections in September has 
been met with a mixed response. 

In a surprise announcement recently, the President, Hosni 
Mubarak, said he wanted political parties to contest the elections 
so that "more than one candidate could be put forward to the 
presidency”. He said he had asked Parliament and the Shura 
council to amend Article 76 of the Constitution, which deals with 
the election. 


Many welcomed the move, with the Opposition Al-Wafd Party 
member, Mohamed Ulwan, describing the decision as historic. 
"For the first time since the days of the Pharaohs, the Egyptian 
people will choose their ruler," he was quoted as saying. 

Egypt has been in an official state of emergency, since the 
former President, Anwar Sadat, was assassinated in 1981. 

Many in the Opposition have been less effusive. "What the 
President proposed is just a crack in the wall. This step is not 
enough," said Abdel-Halim Qandil, editor of an Opposition 
newspaper. 

The Opposition Kifaya (Enough) movement was also scep- 
tical. "It remains cosmetic and incomplete....unless it is coupled 
with cancelling emergency laws, releasing all political prisoners 
and giving complete freedom to the formation of parties. 

Critics of Mubarak’s declaration point out that the an- 
nouncement has been short on details. Sections of the media 
have reported that a nominated contender would have to be 
approved by Parliament. 

But with Mubarak’s National Democratic Party dominating 
Parliament, there.are fears that some of the aspirants may not 
be allowed to contest, ensuring Mubarak’s re-election. 

It is also unlikely that candidates of the main Opposition 
party, the Muslim Brotherhood, which has been banned, will be 
allowed to run. 

The Brotherhood has welcomed Mubarak’s announcement. 

Mubarak’s declaration came a day after the US Secretary of 
State, Condoleezza Rice, cancelled her visit to Cairo, partly in 
response to the detention of Ayman Nour, leader of the 
Opposition Ghad party. 

Egypt is susceptible to US exhortations as it receives nearly 
$2 billion of annual aid from Washington. Domestic pressure for 
political change has also been building up in Egypt of late. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, March 7) 1587 
[Previous issue Egypt, page 1564] 
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ERITREA 


a. VOA correspondent released: Reporters 
Without Borders, March 7, expressed relief at the 
release of Aklilu Solomon, the Eritrea stringer of the 
US governmental radio station Voice of America 
(VOA), after 18 months in secret detention. 

“It is too soon to cry victory because of the bitter taste to the 
end of this glaring injustice, as it seems the release of a political 
prisoner in Eritrea does not mean he is free to go home," the 
press freedom organization said. 

“Further more, at feast 13 other journalists disappeared into 
Eritrean jails in September 2001 and have never been granted 
the right to a trial or even to know what they are charged with." 

Reporters Without Borders added: "Solomon’s release 
should prick the consciences of those who have influence over 
President Issaias Afeworki and push them into demanding the 
unconditional release of all the journalists who are being unjustly 
held. As long as they are in prison, Eritrea will continue to be 
a sad exception in Africa, where the right to information is just 
a memory.” (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, March 7) 
[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1575] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia, Japan sign 32.84 m birr grant 
agreement: Aiming to increase food production in 
Ethiopia a grant agreement amounting to 3.79 
million US dollars (32.84 million birr) was signed, 
March 4. 

The agreement was singed by Mekonen Manyazewal, State 
Minister of Ministry of finance and Economics Development 
(MoFED), and Kenjiro Izumi, Ambassador of Japan to Ethiopia. 

It was stated during the agreement that the grant will be used 
to procure products mutually agreed upon by the two parties and 
to transport the products. 

"Since 1985,. Japan has provided unwavering support to 
Ethiopia in fostering its agricultural productivity, by providing 
agricultural inputs through its scheme of the increase of Food 
Production Grant Aid. Since then, the total amount has reached 
12.8 billion Japanese yen (approximately 1.1 billion birr or 122 
million US doilars)," Ambassador Kenjiro said. (Daily Monitor, 
Addis Ababa, March 6) 

[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1588:a} 

b. ICRC repatriates 160 Ethiopian, 10 Eritrean 
civilians: Some 160 Ethiopian civilians were repa- 
triated from Eritrea to Ethiopia under the auspices 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). 

According to a press release sent to The Daily Monitor, in 
the same operation, 10 Eritrean civilians were repatriated from 
Ethiopia to Eritrea. 

The groups crossed the border at the Mereb River Bridge, 
located between the towns of Adi Quala in Eritrea and Rama in 
Ethiopia. Amongst those repatriated were seven unaccompanied 
minors and one medical case, who could join their families in 
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Ethiopia and five unaccompanied minors and one elderly person 
who could join their families in Eritrea. "Acting in its capacity as 
a neutral and independent intermediary, the ICRC carried out 
this repatriation with the cooperation of the authorities," the 
release said. 

ICRC delegates based in Eritrea, and an ambulance team 
of the Eritrean Red Cross accompanied the Ethiopian civilians 
on the first part of their journey, from Asmara, Eritrea’s capital, 
to the border. (Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, March 1} 
[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1599 


GAMBIA 


a. President signs two Bills that curb free- 
dom: President Yahya Jammeh has signed into law 
two Bills whose application will severely restrict 
freedom of expression and pose a danger to the 
practice of journalism in the country. 

The two laws, The Criminal Code (Amendment) Act, 2004 
and The Newspaper (Amendment) Act, 2004, were passed in 
spite of a public outcry and calls on the president not to append 
his signature. The laws had been passed by the government- 
dominated parliament on December 14, 2004. 

As a result of amendments to the Criminal Code, the offences 
of libel, sedition and slander have now been criminalised and 
are punishable by prison terms without any option of a fine for 
persons who breach this law. 

The Newspaper (Amendment) Act, 2004, on the other hand, 
nullifies the existing registrations of media establishments in the 
country. Media outlets therefore must satisfy a new set of 
registration requirements, which includes bonds and licences, 
before they can operate. (Media Foundation for West Africa, 
Accra, March 9) 

b. US signs $400,000 grant: The embassy of 
the United States of America has recently signed a 
grant of $400,000 with the government for a 
feasibility study relating to the construction of a 
major storage facility for petroleum products in The 
Gambia. 

The agreement was signed on February 21 between the 
government of The Gambia and the US Trade and Development 
Agency (USTDA), an agency of the US Government represented 
by the Ambassador. It marks the first activity in The Gambia 
for the USTDA, whose mission with US private sector involve- 
ment, is to promote economic cooperation and development in 
Africa and elsewhere. (Independent, Banjul, Feb 28) 
[Previous issue Gambia, page 1599] l 


GUINEA 


a. Three senior ministers sacked: Long-ruling 
but ailing Guinean President Lansana Conte has 
sacked three senior ministers and replaced them 
with officials from his ruling party. 

No reason was officially given for the dismissals of Security 
Minister Moussa Sampil, Foreign Affairs Minister Mamadi Conde 
and Mines Minister Alpha Mady Soumah that were announced 
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on state radio, March 8. However, observers noted that outgoing 
security minister Sampil had not managed to find the culprits 
behind what authorities say was a failed assassination attempt 
on Conte in January. Following the attack on the president's 
motorcade in the capi 


tal Conakry, police acting on Sampil’s orders arrested dozens 
of people including prominent journalists and lawyers. One 
detainee, a Muslim cleric, died in custody and all the others were 
later released. 


Sampil, who was given a post at the justice ministry, was 
replaced by Ousmane Camara, a parliamentarian for Conte's 
Party of Unity and Progress (PUP). (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Conakry, March 9) 


b. Two journalists beaten up by police: 
Condemning the severe beatings that two journal- 
ists have received from the Conakry police in the 
past two weeks for just doing their job, Reporters 
Without Borders, Feb 28, called on President 
Lansana Conte to stop tolerating such "archaic and 
brutal" police methods in his country’s capital. 


“Journalists are not there to serve as punch-bags for police 
acting on the orders of people in positions of power," the press 
freedom organization said, calling on the president to ensure 
that those responsible are punished and that violence against 
the press stopped. 


Lansana Sarr, a reporter with the government daily Horoya, 
was badly beaten and then detained by members of the police 
special intervention brigade on February 14 when he went to 
cover negotiations between the new owners of the Riviera Marina 
Hotel (the former Camayenne Hotel) and 105 employees seeking 
compensation for being laid off. 


The police used violence to disperse employees and union 
representatives who had gathered outside the hotel. Despite 
knowing Sarr was a journalist, the police grabbed him, took his 
mobile phone and camera, beat him and dragged him across 
the road. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Feb 28) 


[Previous issue Guinea, page 1599 


KENYA 


a. Police seize narcotics worth Sh2m: Police 
in Migori, March 6, netted narcotics (bhang) haul 
worth Sh2 million. 


The officers also arrested three suspects, including two 
Tanzanian nationals, in the raid by a special anti-drugs unit. The 
eight sacks of bhang were found in a house in the sprawling 
Oruba estate where the suspects were flushed out. 

Migori DO Jackson Mukeku, who displayed the drugs at the 
district headquarters, said the recovery was the biggest in recent 
times and praised the police for their good work. 

Mukeku said the squad comprising both AP and regular 
police was specifically formed to combat bhang trafficking in the 
district. 

Recently, the officers have arrested seven suspects including 
three women. A Sergeant Sills Kayla, who led the squad, said 


their success was due to co-operation by members of the public 
who provided information. 


"A lot of bhang comes from a neighbouring country for ready 
market that is easy to find in Kenya and without public support, 
police alone will not succeed in their war as the porous border 
is vast", Kayla said. (East African Standard, Nairobi, March 7) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1600 


LIBERIA 


a. Court closes newspaper, issues arrest 
warrants against journalists: Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) has condemned "disproportionate" 
measures taken by a Monrovia court, on March 4, 
against the Forum newspaper. 


The court ordered the offices of the privately-owned weekly 
closed and issued an arrest warrant against the paper's 
managing editor and other editorial staff for "contempt of court" 
after they allegedly ignored several earlier summonses. The 
paper's offices are to remain closed until it pays the US$200 
fine ordered by the court. 


"Closing a newspaper and issuing warrants for the arrest of 
all its journalists are serious actions that are clearly dispropor- 
tionate in a libel case," RSF said. "Forum's offices must be 
reopened unconditionally and the arrest warrants must be 
withdrawn. The Liberian courts should abstain from such 
dramatic action, especially in an election period, as it can only 
solicit universal disapproval." Reached by telephone, Forum 
managing editor Augustus Fallah told RSF that he never received 
any summons and suspected the court's decision was “politically 
motivated." (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, March 9) 


[Previous issue Liberia, page 1600] 


MALAGASY 


a. Publication director sentenced for libel: 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has protested 
three prison sentences handed down in separate 
libel cases to Lola Rasoamaharo, publication direc- 
tor of the independent daily La Gazette de la Grande 
lle. 


Rasoamaharo remains free, pending appeal. 


"We are extremely worried by these court decisions, which 
pave the way for greater pressure on the independent press,” 
RSF said. “if Malagasy starts imprisoning journalists, it will be 
clearly choosing to go against the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression defended by the United Nations, which advo- 
cates the abolishment of prison sentences for press offences." 


RSF noted that the sentences come a year after the start of 
a workshop on the role of the media in reinforcing the democratic 
process, and at a time when the 1890 Communication Code - 
which made defamation and insult punishable by up to six 
months in prison - is being amended. 

In the first lawsuit, Rasoamaharo was sentenced to two 


months in prison and fined 3 million ariary (approx. US$1,570 
for libelling and insulting National Assembly Deputy Speaker 
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Mamy Rakotoarivelo, who also owns two newspapers and a 
television station. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, March 3) 


[Previous issue Malagasy, page 1600} 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Maputo, Harare sign free trade agreement: 
Zimbabwe has hurriedly signed a preferential trade 
aor with Mozambique, which took effect from 
Mach 11. 


The militant Congress of South African Trade Unions 
(Cosatu), was, March 11, due to start a series of blockades at 
the border post in protest at human and worker rights violations 
by the Zimbabwean government. 


The agreement with Mozambique is set to guarantee an 
increased flow of goods between the two countries and to ensure 
that trade is free. Under the agreement, tariff and non-tariff 
barriers are eliminated on a wide range of goods from both 
countries which meet agreed rules of origin. 


The agreement, however, excludes a variety of “sensitive” 
goods, which have been placed on a negative list. These goods 
are sugar, beer,.soft drinks, tobacco products, motor vehicles 
and firearms, ammunition and explosives. 


From Mozambique’s viewpoint the most important product 
excluded is sugar. The Mozambican sugar industry enjoys 
protection in the domestic market, with a surtax levied on all 
legal imports of sugar. Mozambican sugar companies in the past 
have complained bitterly at the unfair competition posed by sugar 
smuggled in from neighbouring countries, particularly Zimbabwe. 
(Daily News, Harare, March 11) 


[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1601 


NAMIBIA 


a. 8 killed in farm massacre: Three people 
were murdered in cold blood and another five 
burnt to death in a farm massacre in the Tsumis 
area, March 5. 


With no witnesses to the slayings, police are relying on, the 
last words of the foreman, made in a phone call shortly before 
he died, to piece the puzzle. 


Regional Crime Investigation Co-ordinator for the Hardap 
region Inspector Kobie Theron told The Namibian, March 6, that 
they still had not identified a suspect or suspects. 


According to Theron, farm owner Justus Christiaan Erasmus 
and his wife, Elizabeth Maria Cornelia Adriana Erasmus, both 
50, were called to their farm Kareeboomkolk , March 5, when 
the foreman reported the arrival of a stranger. 

When the couple did not return to Windhoek their son went 
in search of them only to come upon the gruesome murder 
scene. The farm is about 65 kilometres south of Windhoek. 

Theron said he found the bodies of two men, a pregnant 
woman and two children, aged four and five, burnt beyond 
recognition in their shelter. (Namibian, Windhoek, March 7) 
[Previous issue Namibia, page 1591] 
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NIGER 


a. Niger abolishes slavery: Around 7,000 
people living as slaves in Niger were told, March 5, 
that they are free as the government has banned 
the practice of slavery. 

The government is expected to hold a ceremony in the 
western Niger town of Tillaberi, on the edge of the Sahara, to 
explain the law to people who have spent their whole lives as 
the property of their masters. The chief of the In Ates regicn 
will free all slaves in the area under his control, where 
entrenched slavery means 95 pr cent of the population are 
owned and controlled by the other 5 per cent. 


The announcement marks the first major push by the 
government to publicize an anti-slavery law passed in May 2004. 
At least 43,000 people live as part of an established slave class 
across Niger, according to a study by Niger anti-slavery 
organization Timidria in collaboration with Anti-Slavery Interna- 
tional. Slaves in Niger are generally born into an established 
slave class that works without pay for masters who contro! every 
aspect of their lives. Babies are taken from their mothers to 
prevent bonds being formed, and sexual assault and rape are 
widespread. (Guardian, London/Deccan Herald, Bangalore, 
March 6) 


[Previous issue Niger, page 1578] 


NIGERIA 


a. 6 killed in communal clashes: No fewer than 
six persons were feared killed with dozens of others 
injured in a bloody communal crisis at Joint Karama 
(JK) communities in Ahoada West, Local Govern- 
ment of Rivers State, March 7. 


There was no confirmation of the casualty figures by the 
police who merely acknowledged the outbreak of hostilities but 
said further briefing was being awaited as at the time of this 
report. According to Thisday checks, the youths from JK 1, JK2, 
JK3 communities had on several occasions requested that Shell, 
a multi-national oil prospecting company, should provide them 
with electricity and portable water just as the company has done 
at JK4 because the four communities were inseperable and 
Shell pipelines run through the communities to JK4 where the 
company has a flow station. 


The agitation of the youths was said to have climaxed when 
they were alleged.to have blocked the road leading to JK4 where 
Shell has a flow station. (This Day, Lagos, March 8) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1591] 


RWANDA 


a. Gacaca courts deliver first genocide judge- 
ments: The first genocide judgements by Rwanda’s 
quasi-traditional genocide courts known as Gacaca 
were delivered, March 11, only hours after the courts 
began trials. ; 


"Reports are coming in from a few places around the country 
where trials began, March 10, and were completed the same 
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day", said the director of documentation in the National Service 
of Gacaca Jurisdictions (NSGJ), Anastase Barinda. 


"An ex-militia leader in Kigali was sentenced by the Rugenge 
court to 30 years in prison. A similar thing happened in Ntenyo 
(Gitarama province)", he added. 


Gacaca courts began proper trials, March 11. Since their 
opening, the courts had been in an investigative pre-trial phase. 


"Given that the pre-trials gathered all elements required for 
the trials, the process at this level is quick”, Barinda said of the 
judgements. "You shouldn't also forget that these trials take place 
in the communities where everyone knows each other and the 
accused. That makes everything quicker than conventional 
courts". (Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, March 11) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1591:a] 
[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1602] 


Women’s voice resonates as Rwanda is reinvented 


he most remarkable thing about Rwanda’s 
T Pariament is not the war-damaged building 

that houses it, with its bullet holes and huge 
artillery gashes still visible a decade after the end 
of the fighting. 


It is inside the hilltop structure, from the spectator seats of 
the lower house, that one sees a most unusual sight for this part 
of the world: mixed in with all the dark-suited male legislators 
are many, many women—a greater percentage than in any other 
parliamentary body in the world. 


A decade after a killing frenzy left the tiny Central Africa 
county in ruins, Rwanda is reinventing itself in some surprising 
ways. 


Women make up 48.8 per cent seats in the lower house of 
Parliament, a higher percentage than in the legislative bodies of 
Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands and Norway, known for their 
progressive policies. 


The rise of women stems in part from government initiatives 
aimed at propelling them to the upper ranks of politics. But their 
numbers do not necessarily add up to influence. 


Genocide made male-female ratio 1 to 7: They are more 
a reflection of the demographics and disillusionment spawned 
by the killing spree that left 800,000 or more people dead, though 
some lawmakers are trying to use their new place in government 
to enhance the lot of women in what remains a deeply partiarchal 
land. 


"Before the genocide, women always figured their husbands 
would take care of them,” said Aurea Kayiganwa, the coordinator 
of Avega, a national organization representing Rwanda's many 
war widows. "But the genocide changed all that. It forced women 
to get active, to take care of themselves. So many of the men 
were gone". 


At the end of.the ethnic warfare of the 1990's, women greatly 
outnumbered men—some estimate the radio as 7 to 1—a result 
of the wonton killings of so many men and the escape of so 
may others involved in the carnage. During the rebuilding of the 
country, then, women’s anguished voices were difficult not to 
hear, and they became what was seen as a powerful and credible 
force for reconciliation. 


"| used to see politics as something bad," said Athanasie 
Gahondogo, a member of Parliament and executive secretary 
of the Forum fer Rwandan Women Parliamentarians. "It's what 


caused our problems and made me a refugee for so long. But 
now Í want to have a seat at the table”. 


During the drafting of the country's new postwar Constitution, 
30 per cent of the seats in the two houses of Parliament were 
designated for women. But in October 2003, when voters went 
to the polls to elect a Parliament for the first time since the war, 
they chose even more women than many male politicians 
expected. ' 


"Men are watching us", said Odette Nyiramirimo, an 
influential senator and former cabinet minister. "They wonder if 
we'll rise up to a higher level. 


We're learning fast, because we have to. We say to each 
other that we can’t be as good as the men—we have to be 
better". (Marc Lacey from Kigali, Rwanda—- New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, March 5) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Third war crimes trial starts: Three leaders 
from a military junta accused of causing “pain and 
agony beyond human description" during Sierra 
Leone’s civil war, stood in the dock, March 7, as 
the country’s third and final war crimes trial got 
underway. 


Prosecutors said the three defendants -- Alex Tamba 
Brima, Brima Bazzy Kamara and Santigie Borbor Kanu -- were 
all part of the governing body of the Armed Forces Revolu- 
tionary Council (AFRC) which overthrew elected President 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah in 1997 midway through the war and 
ruled for just 10 months. 


During their reign and after their fall from power, the AFRC 
group of disgruntled soldiers joined forces with the rebel 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF). The alliance culminated in 
"Operation No Living Thing", a devastating attack on the capital 
in 1999 which turned the city into an "oozing grave". 


"(They) swept down from the hills around Freetown and in 
a few weeks showed the world what this sad conflict really 
had degenerated into— rapes, mutilation, maiming and murder 
of innocent civilians; the burning of their homes; the enslave- 
ment of the weak, women and children mostly," David Crane, 
the chief prosecutor, told the court in his opening statement. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Freetown, 
March 7) 
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b. Imprisoned editor put in solitary confine- 
ment: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) wrote, 
March 2, to the UN secretary-general’s special 
representative in Sierra Leone voicing concern 
about reports that Paul Kamara, the editor of the 
weekly For Di Peopie, has been transferred to the 
high-security cell. 


The organization asked the special representative, who also 
heads the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), 
"to shed light on these reports and, if appropriate, to ensure that 
Kamara's rights as a prisoner are respected." 


According to information received by Reporters Without 
Borders, four prison guards burst into Kamara‘s cell shortly after 
8 pm on February 22 and tried to drag him to a cell, which is 
only used for dangerous detainees. Kamara refused to go. This 
violent incident took place a few days after a search was carried 
out in his cell in the course of which his food stocks were 
confiscated. (International Freedom of Expression Exchange 
Clearing House, Toronto, March 2) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1602} 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. 25-year jail term for illegal possession of 
gun: People who still possess -illegal guns after 
March 31, are likely to get a 25-year jail term, said 
Safety and Security Minister Charles Ngakula. 


Nqakula said those who possessed guns without the required 
licences, would also face the same wrath of the law. 


"Come March 31 and you still haven’t handed your gun over 
to the police, we will look for you and arrest you. The maximum 
penalty for people found in possession of illegal firearms is a 
25-year jail term," said Nqakula. 
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The amnesty period, which ends on March 31, requires 
people in possession of legal or illegal firearms to hand them 
over to their nearest police station, and get amnesty. 

The minister was speaking at the Noord Street taxi rank in 
Johannesburg, March 7, where he addressed members of the 
public and taxi drivers from different associations, about the 
importance of people handing over their guns. 

He addressed different concerns from the drivers and the 
public including an issue raised by driver David Kgomo from the 
Alexandra, Randburg and Sandton Taxi Association. (BuaNews, 
Pretoria, March 8) 

[Previous issue South Africa, page 1603] 


SUDAN 


a. Government, Darfur rebels failed to ad- 
vance peace process, says UN: The Sudanese 
Government and the rebel groups in Darfur region 
made no serious attempt to find a political solution 
to their conflict, according to the latest report on the 
situation by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

In his monthly report on Darfur to the Security Council, Annan 
said both the Khartoum Government and the rebels failed to 
capitalize on the momentum generated by signing of a 
comprehensive peace agreement in January ending a separate 
conflict between the Government and rebel forces in southern 
Sudan. While the Government has issued “numerous state- 
ments” suggesting it is willing to hold talks with Darfur rebels, 
the Secretary-General explains, it has not stopped Janjaweed 
militias from attacking civilians, nor has it acted swiftly or 
decisively to end impunity for human rights abusers. (UN News 
Service, New York, March 11) 

[Background Info. Sudan, page 1581:a] 
[Previous issue Sudan, page 1603] 





Darfur’s babies of rape are on trial from birth 


covering her tent, seated on a straw mat, 
staring at the squirming creature in her arms. 


She examinés over and over again the perfectly formed 
fingers and toes, 10 of each , and the tiny limbs, still curled in 
the form they took before leaving her belly five days before, and 
now encircled with amulets to ward off evil. 


Everything about this baby, the 16-year-old mother declared, 
is perfect. Almost everything. 


"She is a janjaweed," Fatouma said softly, referring to the 
fearsome Arab militiamen who have terrorized this region. "When 
people see her light skin and her soft hair, they will know she is 
a janjaweed". 


F coverin spends her days under the plastic tarp 


Fatouma’'s child is among the scores of babies produced by 
one of the most horrific aspects of the conflict in Darfur, the vast, 
arid region of western Sudan: the use of rape against women 
and girls in a brutal battle over land and ethnicity that has killed 
tens of thousands and driven two million people from their homes. 


Interviews with traditional midwives and aid organizations 
indicated that there are probably two dozen such babies just in 
Al Riyadh, the displaced people's camp where Fatouma lives. It 
is one of scores of places where ethnic Africans have fled in 
Darfur and eastern Chad from attacks by government forces and 
their allied Arab militias. © 


The fruit of these attacks is now being born in Darfur, and 
will inevitably become a long-term lagacy of the conflict. In a 
society where taboos surrounding rape persist and identity is 
passed, according to Muslim tradition, from father to child, the 
fate of these children and their mothers is uncertain. 


"She will stay with us for now," Adoum Muhammad Abdulla, 
the sheik of Fatouma’s village, said of the days-old infant. "Ve 
will treat her like our own. But we will watch carefully when she 
grows up, to see if she becomes like a janjaweed. If she behaves 
like janjaweed, she cannot stay among us”. 


The fact that he and the new mothers call the children 
janjaweed, a local insult that means "devil on horseback", 
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underscores just how bitter the division between those who 
identify themselves as Africans and those who see themselves 
as Arabs has become, and points to the potential difficulty of 
acceptance and integration in the years ahead. 

In Fatouma's case, the child she has borne, marks her forever 
as a victim, and may spoil her chances at marriage, at having 
more children, at having a normal life if her family ever returns 
to its village, which was burned to the ground by Arab militants 
over a year ago.’ 


"One day | hope | will be married,” Fatouma said. "I hope | 
find a husband who will love me and my daughter’. 


While a Sudanese government report on atrocities in Darfur 
acknowledges that violence against women has taken place, 
Jamal Ibrahim, the Foreign Ministry spokesman, said in an 
interview that accounts of rape in Darfur have been wildly 
exaggerted. 


"Human rights organizations and aid groups have to justify 
their work somehow, so they make these fictions," Ibrahim said. 
"If it has happened it is in isolated cases. This kind of things is 
not part of our culture". 


But in displaced people’s camps, accounts of rape are 
common, and families struggle to deal with the legacy of sexual 
violence. 


Ashta, a 39-year-old woman who lives on the other side of 
Al-Riyadh camp, spends her days alone in a bare tent with her 
2-month-old son, Faisal. He was born nine months after Ashta 
was attacked by a group of militants. 


“Faisal changed my life," Ashta said. "Because of him | am 
sick. Because of him my life is ruined". 


Ashta's husband, who has been in Libya for eight years, 
working as a cow herder, has cast her and their two children off. 
She lives in a tent next to her brother, who has taken her in. 


She has no expectation of remarrying and stoically faces a 
long life of loneliness and hardship. "Without a man you cannot 
have anything in life," Ashta said. "Your children suffer. Now we 
don't even have a bed to sleep on. We have no future”. (Lydia 
Polgreen from Geneina, Sudan—New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Feb 19) 


SWAZILAND 


a. New education policy launched: Swaziland 
is to standardise primary school fees as a first step 
toward meeting United Nations Educational Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) goal of 
education for all by 2015, Minister of Education 
Constance Simelane has said. 


Education ts- not free in Swaziland. Those students who 
cannot pay school fees stay home, a condition prevalent among 
a growing population of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS. ` 


“ The largest new expenditure bolstering the education for all 
campaign is Emlangeni 47 million (about US $8 million) for the 
school fees of orphans and vulnerable children (OVC). The 
bursaries, announced by King Mswati Il! when he opened 
parliament two weeks ago, are expected to behefit about 82,000 





primary and secondary students. However, the money will not 
be available until after April 1, when the new financial year 
begins, three months into the school year. 


The financial burden of accommodating OVC has strained 
school budgets, and has drawn protests from cash-strapped 
headmasters. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Mbabane, March 3) 


[Previous issue Swaziland, page 1534] 


TOGO 


a. President quits: Assured of his place as the 
ruling party’s candidate in elections in April, Togo’s 
army-installed President has surrendered power to 
the parliamentary Speaker in a move hailed, March 
26, by African leaders who had isolated his regime. 


In a nationally televised address, the 39-year-old son of 
Togo's longtime strongman, Gnassingbe Eyadema, who died on 
February 5, said he quit the presidency to ensure the 
“transparency” of the upcoming polls. 


West Africa's 15-nation economic bloc grouping on March 
26 announced an end to sanctions against Togo, which included 
suspension of the small country’s membership, and welcomed 
the move as step back towards "constitutional legality". The 
ruling Rally for the Togolese People party had lined up 
enthusiastically behind Gnassingbe as presidential candidate, 
hoping to extend the dynasty begun with a military coup in 1967 
led by Eyadema, whose death ended his reign as Africa's 
longest-ruling leader. (Hindu, Madras, March 27) 


[Previous issue Togo, page 1603] 


TUNISIA 


a. Lawyer arrested for posting article online: 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has called for the 
release of lawyer Mohammed Abu, who was 
arrested in Tunis on March 1, for posting an article 
online dealing with the torture of political prisoners 
in Tunisia. 

"We would like to remind President Ben Ali that he approved 
the final statement of the last UN summit on the Internet (World 
Summit on the Information Society -WSIS) that stipulates that 
freedom of expression is an “essential foundation” of the 
information society. How can he boast about having initiated this 
summit while trampling so openly on its founding principles?" 
RSF asked. 


Abu, a lawyer and human rights activist, was arrested on the 
order of a Tunis lower courts examining magistrate. He is 
accused of publishing an article on the http:/Awww.Tunisnews 
website in August 2004, which compared torture committed 
against political prisoners in Tunisia to abuses carried out by US 
soldiers in Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison. He expressed surprise that 
Tunisian criticism-only applied to events taking place 2,400 
kilometres away and not to the failings of its own regime. 
(Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, March 4) 


[Previous issue Tunisia, page 1604] 
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UGANDA 


a. Rebels kill six, burn 76 houses: Rebels of 
the Lord’s Resistance Army hacked six people to 
death and burnt about 76 houses, March 9, in Dzaipi 
sub-county. 

The new Northern Region spokesman, Lt Kiconco Tabaro, 
confirmed the attack, March 10. 


The attack came a day after the army's 4th Division 
Commander, Col. Nathan Mugisha, assured residents of Dzaipi 
at the Women’s Day celebrations that UPDF had deployed 
enough forces to contain the rebels. 


The residents said rebels attacked Mgbere village at 
midnight. 

All six people hacked to death were members of the same 
family. They were found sleeping outside in the compound 
because it was too hot in the house. Some of the dead have 
been identified as Ben Nyadru, Jennifer Uzadio, Claudio Mori 
and Ajulina Asikpwe. Jackson Onama, who fiercely resisted the 
rebels, was killed some metres away. from the compound. 
(Monitor, Kampala, March 11) 


b. URA sacks 6 officials: The Uganda Revenue 
Authority (URA) has sacked six officials and inter- 
dicted seven others over corruption and causing 
financial loss to the government. 


A URA source said the officials connived with importers, 
‘ solicited bribes and faulted the auction process. 


"The new URA management has dismissed six officers and 
interdicted seven for causing revenue loss to the Government 
this month," said the source. 


Godfrey Bazanye, in-charge of Customs in Tororo, Alfred 
Mugisha, Robert Nyondo and Philemon, also from Tororo 
Customs, were dismissed for allegedly conniving with a customs 
agent to defraud the Government of sh280m. 


The source said the group connived with a local company to 
declare four containers of kitenge material as polyester, which 
fetches lower taxes. 


"Each container of kitenge is charged sh70m in taxes yet 
they were charged only sh8m," the source added. Patrick 
Kazoora and Bosco Ntege were dismissed for soliciting a sh19m 
bribe to help a client dodge sh38m. (New Vision, Kampala, 
March 10) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1604] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Maize exports ban poses threat to Zim- 
babwe: A ban on maize exports by.Zambia could 
worsen the food situation in Zimbabwe, which needs 
to import grain to stave off shortages 


Industry players told The Financial Gazette that in the 
absence of contingent measures, the country, which has been 
importing grain from within the Southern African Development 
Community, might experience famine in areas affected by poor 
rains. 
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Lusaka slapped a ban on maize exports recently to ensure 
enough stocks to feed its own population. 


Zimbabwe, whose dependency on the northern neighbour 
for grain has risen over the years following disturbances in 
agricultural production triggered by, among other things, its land 
reform, had not anticipated Zambia's new regulations. 


Grain Marketing Board (GMB) boss Samuel Muvuti 
refused to comment on the issue. (Financial Gazette, 
Harare, March 10) 


[Previous issue Zambia, page 1605] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Restricted access to media for opposition 
condemned: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has 
condemned the state-owned media’s coverage of 
the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) 
party’s campaign in the run-up to March 31 
parliamentary elections as "clearly unfair". 


The organisation also criticised recent threats by the head 
of the Media and information Commission (MIC) to impose 
sanctions on "The Zimbabwean" newspaper, on the grounds that 
it is a "propaganda tool." 


"It is now evident that the March 31 legislative elections will 
take place in a climate of intimidation and censorship," RSF said. 
"There will clearly be no compliance with the democratic criteria 
established by the Southern Africa Development Community 
(SADC) and the African Union’s treaties. 


Robert Mugabe’s government is violating the principles of 
free expression with impunity and Zimbabweans will pay the 
price. 

It is time the countries of southern Africa stopped looking 
passively on while one of their own slips into the shadows.” 
(ReportersSsans Frontieres, Paris, March 10) 


b. Delay in release of 62 mercenaries: The 62 
suspected mercenaries who were due to be re- 
leased from a Zimbabwean prison over the weekend 
are still in detention, with no sign that the Harare 
authorities are in any hurry to set them free. 


While there was excitement in South Africa at the prospect 
of the men’s release, this was dampened by the red tape involved 
in processing the release and deportation of the men. The 
authorities in Harare were reported to be trying to confirm the 
real nationalities of the 62. 


Although they were all travelling on South African passports 
when they were arrested on March 7, 2004, it later emerged the 
men were originally from a number of different countries including 
Angola, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe. 


The defence maintained that the alleged mercenaries 
stopped over in Harare merely to collect firearms to be used for 


| guarding diamond mines in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 


The High Court reduced by four months the sentence of the 
men, part of a group of 70 arrested at Harare International Airport 
while allegedly on their way to conduct a coup dietat against 
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Equatorial Guinea’s long-serving leader, President Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema. 

They also qualified for a one-third reduction of sentence for 
good behaviour. (Daily News, Harare, March 6) 


c. 10 more die of hunger in Bulawayo: At least 
10 people succumbed to malnutrition-related illness 
in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s second largest city in 
February, The Standard has learnt. 


This brings to 24 the number of people who have died of 
malnutrition-related sickness since the beginning of 2005. 


Statistics indicate that a total of 214 people have died from 
hunger-related conditions since 2004. 


According to .Bulawayo council minutes on health, housing 
and education for the month of February, of the 10 deceased 
people, seven were children, all under the age of five. The adults 
were aged between 59 and 70. 


The deceaséd were residents of Bulawayo’s Emganwini, 
Entumbane, Cowdray Park, Entumbane, Eminyela, Nkulumane 
and Braeside suburbs. 


Bulawayo Executive Mayor, Japhet Ndabeni-Ncube, con- 
firmed the deaths and called for the formation of charitable food 
organizations for children. 


"Very soon, probably before the end of this month (March), 
| will be launching a charitable organisation for the children living 
under difficult circumstances. (Zimbabwe Standard, Harare, 
March 6) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1606] 
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. REGIONAL 


a. East African states in crisis meeting over 
border raids: Security teams from three East 
African countries, March 11, held a crisis meeting 
over increasing cases of cross-border raids among 
the communities. 


The meeting, which brought together teams from Kenya, 
Uganda and Sudan, was held at Lokichoggio town in Turkana 
District. It came in the wake of a series of frequent incursions 
into Kenya by Toposa tribesman from Sudan and Karamojong 
of Uganda. 


A joint livestock recovery unit was formed and the teams 
agreed that the unit would be given a leeway to pursue raiders 
across any border, without hindrance by any country’s security 
forces. The Kenyan delegation was led by Turkana District 
Commissioner Njenga Miiri and comprised area police boss, 
Bernard Muli, district criminal investigations officer, Jason Obilo 
and Turkana North MP John Munyes also attended the talks. 


The Ugandan delegation comprised two resident district 
commissioners and three area MPs. The chairman of Kapoeta 
district led the Sudanese delegation. 


"In the past, we have had a rough time pursuing stolen 
animals across the border and often ended up being repulsed 
by local security teams. This time round, we have agreed to 
help each other," said Muli. (East African Standard, Nairobi, 
March 12) 





Scramble for Africa bequeathed sinister borders 


in the 19th-century at the convenience of white 
colonial powers became the black man’s burden. 


Like most truisms, this one holds much truth: the division of 
Africa created a continent of malformed states that cross ethnic, 
religious and tribal lines, a situation that has exploded into 
mayhem over the past 50 years. 


| tis a truism of African history that the borders drawn 


The consensus seems to be that those borders have 
remained because the alternative—a fractured map of Africa 
with thousand of tiny states, constantly at war—is even worse. 


When the Afab-dominated Sudanese government recently 
signed a peace deal with the African and mostly Christian south, 
ending Africa's longest-running civil war, the agreement included 
a truly historic concession: If after six years southerners so wish, 
they may secede from the north by referendum, remaking the 
map of Africa essentially for the first time since the end of the 
colonial era. 


But such secessionist movements, even if they were to 
succeed, actually form only a fraction of the insurgencies that 
have racked the continent. In fact, the worst conflicts are over 
control of natural resources, and the best means of gaining those 
has been to contro! the central government 


"Most of these insurgents are striving for power at a national 
level,” said J Stephen Morrison, director of the Africa programme 
at the Centre for Strategic and International Studies in Wash- 
ington. "That is the only thing that matters". 


Indeed, if the colonial nation-state is the black man’s burden, 
it has also been the African despots best friend. The excesses 
of African dictators were mainly enabled by the inherent conflicts 
created by artificial state boundaries that allowed a powerful 
central government to exploit tribal, ethnic and religious differ- 
ences. 


In some cases, Morrison said, the conflicts are too complex 
to be resolved any other way than breaking up. Sudan would 
seem to be the foremost example of such a case, but there are 
others. 


Congo, a huge, resource-rich country, has been mired in a 
conflict that involves various rebel groups and several neigh- 
bouring countries and has killed nearly four million people, mostly 
through starvation and disease. It is sometimes suggested that 
the Congolese wouid benefit if they were to stop pretending that 
there is a functioning state being run from the the capital, 
Kinshasa, and were to allow their regions autonomy, if not full 
independence. 
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But often enough it is the insurgents themselves who oppose 
the breakup. Having seen how lucrative centralized power can 
be, most are reluctant to give it up for what is often, paradoxically, 
seen as the lesser goal of independence. 


In the case of Sudan, John Garang, the leader of the southern 
rebels, has argued against secession despite its popularity 
among his followers. 


In Nigeria, a vast and splintered nation that shares many of 
Sudan's problems, violent battles over religion, tribal rivalries 
and oil have killed thousands in the past decades. But not since 


the Biafran war of the 1960’s has the Niger Delta region, wiih 
its abundance of oil, made a serious effort to be independent. 


So it seems that the white man’s borders will remain the 
black man’s burden for some time to come. 


"There is a rational argument for unity, but also a very strong 
historical and emotional argument for separation”, said Caralyn 
Fluehr-Lobban, an anthropologist who has studied Sudan for 
three decades. "In Sudan it is hard to say which way it will co. 
But in Africa, history tends to point to sticking together, for better 
or worse". (Lydia Polgreen from Khartoum—New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Feb 19) 


AIDS and custom rob African families of inheritance 


butso Zuze never sees his three sisters, why he 
seldom has a full stomach, why he sleeps with 
six cousins on the floor of his aunt's hut. 

One is AIDS, which claimed his father in 2000 and his mother 
in 2001. The other is his father's nephew, whom Chikumbusto 
knows as Sululu. 

It was Sululu who came to his village five years ago, after 
his father died, and took control of all the family’s belongings— 
including the family's green Toyota pickup truck, an almost 
unimaginable luxury in one of the poorest nations on earth. And 
it was Sululu who rejected the pleas of the boy’s mother to leave 
the truck so that her children would have an inheritance after 
her death. 


Instead, Chikumbusto said, he left behind a transistor radio. 


"| feel very bitter about it," he said. "We don't really know 
why they did all this. We couldn’t understand". 


Actually, the answer is simple: custom. Throughout sub-Sa- 
haran Africa the death of a father entitles his side of the family 
to claim most, if not all, of the property he leaves behind, even 
if it leaves his survivors destitute. 


In an era when AIDS is claiming about 2.3 million lives a 
year in sub-Saharan Africa—roughly 80,000 people in 2004 in 
Malawi alone—disease and stubborn tradition have combined 
to rob many mothers and children not only of their loved ones 
but of everything they own. i 

"It is the saddest, saddest story", said Seodi White, who 
heads the Malawi chapter of Women and Law in Southern Africa, 
a nonprofit research organization. "People are cashing in on 
AIDS. Women are left with nothing but the disease. Every time 
you hear it you get shocked, but in fact it is normal. That’s the 
horror of it". 

The tradition is rooted in the idea that men work and provide 
for their families and the property of a married couple represents 
the fruits of the man’s labour. Women may tend the goats and 
plant the corn, but they are still regarded as one step from minors, 
unable to make an economic contribution to the household. 

When the husband dies the widow is left essentially to start 
over. Since the children ‘typically remain with the mother, her 
losses are also theirs. 


Tous are two reasons why 11-year-old Chikum- 


"Women are traditionally behind, so they are vulnerable to 
this kind of exploitation,” Phil Ya Nangoloh, executive director of 
the National Society for Human Rights in Namibia, said. "It is 
bad because it makes a weak person even weaker and more 
vulnerable" 


In a culture where women are prized for their docility and 
obedience, few widows protest. Consider the fate of Ellen 
Wyson, who lived with her husband and two children in Chiwaya 
until her husband died two years ago, apparently of AIDS. 


When her husband died, she said, her brother-in-law took 
advantage. 


“Two weeks after the funeral my husband’s younger brother 
and his wife arrived and took the iron roofing, doors, bicycles, 
even the produce from the garden," she said. "He became very 
forceful. He told me”: ‘You are supposed to go back to your 
home, because your husband is dead. And you are not taking 
anything’. 


"They chased me away. There was nothing | could do. | just 
gave up". Mrs Wyson is in the advanced stages of AIDS. Legal 
centres and human rights advocates say such cases are 
ubiquitous in sub-Saharan Africa. Laws to protect the inheritence 
rights of widows and children are not enforced or are simply no 
match for the power of tradition, legal advocates say. 


Chikumbutso, the boy lost both his parents to AIDS, now 
survives from the charity of his maternal aunt and uncle, who 
say they struggle daily to feed their own six children. 


"| don't have a permanent place to stay,” he wrote in a 
notebook provided to him by Unicef, which endeavors to track 
and aid orphans like Chikumbutso. "I am shifted from one place 
to another, sometimes on a weekly basis. Assistance which ! 
need: food, clothes, blankets, school uniforms". 


He is at least in a better situation than his 14-year-old sister, 
Labecca. She recently came to her aunt, Befiya Phaelemwe, 
begging for shelter. But the aunt said the little money her 
husband earned was not enough to feed her own childrer. and 
Chikumbutso. 


"I told her the house was small and | could not take one 
more child,” she said. "She was full of sorrow". 
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In tears, Labbecca trudged off, saying maybe a boyfriend 
would provide her with a place to sleep. Ms Phaelemwe said 
she had not seen her since and had no idea where she was. 
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(Sharon La Franiere from Balantyre, “Malawin+New" York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Feb 26) 


Revisiting slavery’s legacy as more Africans move to the US 


United States from Africa than during the slave 
trade. 


Since 1990, according to immigration figures, more have 
arrived voluntarily than the total who came in chains before slave 
trafficking was outlawed in 1807. More have been coming 
annually—abcut 50,000 legal immigrants and very likely many 
more illegal immigrants—than in any of the peak years of the 
trade. 


With Europe increasingly inhospitable and much of Africa still 
suffering from the ravages of drought and the AIDS epidemic 
and the vagaries of economic mismanagement, the number 
migrating to the United States is growing—despite the reluctance 
of some Africans to come face to face with the effects of centuries 
of discrimination. 


Fu the first time, more blacks are coming to the 


New York State draws the most. But many go to metropolitan 
Washington, Atlanta, Chicago, Los Angeles, Boston and Hous- 
ton, and others have gone to Minnesota, Maine and Oregon. 


The movement is redefining what it means to be African- 
American. The steady decline in the percentage of African-Ameri- 
cans with ancestors who suffered through the middle passage 
and segregation is shaping the debate over affirmative action, 
diversity programmes and other initiatives intended to redress 
the legacy of slavery. 


At the same time, African-born residents of the United States 
are sending more than $1 billion annually back to their families 
and friends. “Basically, people are coming to reclaim the wealth 
that's been takan from their countries," said Howard Dodson, 
director of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, 
in Harlem. 


This has other implications. "Historically, every immigrant 
group has jumped over American-born blacks," said Eric Foner, 
the Columbia University historian. "The final irony would be if 
African immigrants did, too". 


Nationally, the proportion of foreign-born blacks rose to about 
7.3 per cent from 4.9 per cent in the 90’s. In New York City, 
about 1 in 3 blacks are foreign born. 


Many speak English, were raised in large cities and capitalist 
economies, live in families headed by married couples and are 
generally more highly educated and have higher-paying jobs 
than American-bom blacks. Africa's reasons for coming echo 
earlier immigrants’ aspirations. 


"Senegal became too small," said Marie Lopy, who arrived 
as a student in 1996, worked as a bookkeeper in a restaurant 
and earned an associate degree in biology from the City 
University of New York. 


After winning the immigration lottery, Daouda Ndiaye recalls 
being persuaded by his six children to leave Senegal, where he 
was a financial manager. "I said, ‘I'm 45, lF have to build a whole 
new life, I'd have to go to school to learn English,” he said. “They 
said, ‘We want you to go and we want you to send for us because 
there’s more opportunity in the US than here". 


Immigrants arrive from countries where blacks constitute a 
majority, only to discover that they may be lumped together with 
others. "You have the positive impact that race is not seen to 
be an absolute definer of people's opportunities," said Kathleen 
Newland, director of the Migration Policy Institute, a research 
group. "But that begs the larger question of what does not mean 
to have a black skin in the United States". 


Agba Mangalabou, who arrived from Togo in 2002, recalls 
his surprise. "In Germany, everyone knew | was African," he 


~“ said. "Here, nobody knows if I'm African or American. 


Ms Lopy, who now works as a medical interpreter for the 
African Services Committee, describes herself as "African, first 
and foremost", though the identity of her children will depend on 
whom she marries and where. "I'll raise them to be African- 
something", she said, “but ultimately they'll define it for 
themselves”. 


Sylviane A Diouf, a historian and researcher at the New York 
Public Library’s Schomburg Center,’ said that Americans have 
a more positive view of immigrants in general than they do of 
American-born blacks. Referring to African immigrants, she said: 
"They are better educated, they're here to work, to prosper, 
they're more complaint and don't pose a threat". 


The growing proportion of immigrants can create ethnic and 
economic tensions with people of African descent who were born 
in the United States as well as complicate the debate over how 
to redress the legacy of slavery. 


How long might those distinctions last? "I guess one of the 
questions will have to be what happens in the next generation 
or two," said Professor Foner of Columbia. "In America, 
marriage is the great solvent. Are they going to melt into the 
African-American population? Most likely yes". 


(Sam Roberts, New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, 


March 5) 


Printed and published by C P Chacko on behalf of Asian News Chroniclers. Printed at Ashish Printers & Publication (P) Ltd, 1810/4, t, Kotla 


Mubarakpur, New Delhi-110003; and published from A-21, Press Enclave, Saket, New Delhi-110 017 (India). Annual subscription: Indja RS. 80t a ae 


US$ 150/- ( inclusive of annual binder) Ph: 011-6851933, e-mail: asiannewsdigest@hotmail.com 


Web: www.asiannewsdigest.com 
Managing Editor: C P Chacko 


FOR INDIAN SUBSCRIBERS ONLY, 
NOT FOR SALE ABROAD oo 





> 


y 





OS Atrican ® Chronicle 


1621 


A fortnightly record on governance, economy, development, human rights and environment 





March 12—25, 2005 


Vol VI No. 6 





ANGOLA 


a. Health officials identify Marburg virus, 96 
dead: A deadly hemorrhagic fever which has 
claimed the lives of 96 people, mainly children, in 
Angola's northern Uige province has been identified 
as the rare Marburg virus, officials from the Ministry 
of Health and World Health Organisation (WHO) 
said, March 22. 


The illness, characterised by high fever, severe headaches. 
vomiting and diarrhoea, was first spotted in Uige and is from the 
same family as the deadly Ebola virus. Vice Minister for Health 
Jose Van Dunem and WHO's representative in Angola, Dr Diallo 
Fatoumata Binta, said that nine out of 12 samples sent to the 
Centres for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta had tested positive 
for Marburg. 


"We are dealing with the Marburg virus, a hemorrhagic 
disease," Van Dunem, who described the outbreak as "a 
disaster", told a news conference. 


Binta said the extreme rarity of the phenomenon - the last 
occurrence was recorded in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) in 1998—meant that the disease was deemed an 
epidemic by international standards. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Luanda March 23) 


{Previous issue Angola, page 1597] 


BOTSWANA ` 


a. Research on passion killings: The Maun- 
based Women Against Rape (WAR) is planning a 
research project to establish the cause of passion 
killings in the country. 


WAR coordinator Chibuya Dabutha said they are still sourcing 
funds for the project. 


"We want to establish what is going on in the mind of the 
perpetrator. We need a Botswana specific research since studies 
have been done in other parts of the world. Most research that 
has been conducted locally focused on the girl child but had 
nothing to do with the boy child. We feel that each gender has 
its specific needs," she said. 

She disclosed that on three occasions they have prevented 
what could have been passion killings with the assistance of the 
police. She pointed out that this took a lot of work and the 
concerned couples have since separated. She added that they 


counselled the partners continuously. f 
In the latest incident, the police have arrested a 24-year-old 


ShGrobe man for killing his girlfriend recently. The woman was 


y 


` 


found with head injuries and was taken to Maun Hospital. But 
later she was transferred to Nyangabgwe Hospital in Francistown 
where she passed away. (Reporter, Gaborone,March 15) 

b. Botswana, Japan sign debt relief grant: 
Japan and Botswana have signed a Debt Relief 
Grant. 


According to the Ministry for Finance and Development 
Planning, the Finance Minister Baledzi Gaolathe and the 
Japanese envoy based in Johannesburg, South Africa, signed 
the grant recently. 


The Japanese government in the form of debt cancellation 
offered debt relief benefit to Botswana. 


The ministry also revealed that since 1992, the grants have 
been used to buy a total of 413 vehicles for different ministries 
and departments. 


This amount is the interest and the principal for the loan 
payments that became due from April 1, 2003 to February 20, 
2005. Government said the debt relief meant that Botswana will 
not pay the principal and interest. The money will be used by 
Botswana in its efforts to eradicate poverty and towards the 
social economic development of the country. 


According to the ministry, the specific loans for which 
Botswana is benefiting from this debt relief are Morupule Power 
Expansion project contracted in 1986 for 30 years with a grace ` 
period of 10 years at 3.75 per cent interest rate. (Reporter, 
Gaborone, March 14) 


[Previous issue Botswana, page 1585] 


BURUNDI 


a. Burundi polls were free and fair: Rwandan 
electoral observers have described the just-con- 
cluded referendum in Burundi as free and fair. 


The team of 36 observers grouped under Kangurirwa Human 
Rights Association, who have just returned from Burundi, issued 
a statement that the polls were "generally peaceful, free and 
fair.” 


` "Burundi like ‘any other country that is going through a 
transition has held a referendum on its new constitution where 
about 2.5 million people participated on February 28," according 
to Frank Asiimwe, president of the association. 


According to a report, the ballot boxes were exposed to the 
public and were empty before the voting started. The same boxes 
were kept in the open until the voting exercise was officially 
closed. They said that many interest groups took part in the polls 
to ensure that the process was a success. These included the 
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Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI), several 
security agencies, polling assistants and foreign observers. 


Observers, who were in Burundi three days before and one 
day after the polls, said the Burundi civil society and media 
were active in ensuring that the polis were well conducted. 
(New Times, Kigali, March 18) 

[Background Info. Burundi, page 1609:a] 


b. 50,000 refugees face starvation: About 
50,000 Burundian and Congolese refugees in 
Rwanda face a 30% food rations cut by the end of 
March unless donors contribute US$2.6 million, 
according to the United Nations World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP). 


"Without new contributions from the international community, 
we will no longer be able to provide a complete food ration, thus 
putting the health and morale of these refugees in danger," he 
added. f 


WFP has responded quickly to the increasing number of 
refugees from both the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Burundi arriving in Rwanda because of unrest, violence and 
banditry. 


"WFP has done all it can to help the newly arrived refugees. 
Today, we are providing food assistance to 50,000 refugees, 
15,000 more than the number we originally targeted," said WFP 
acting country director in Rwanda, Alix Loriston. 


Loriston said that refugees in Rwanda had no option other 
than to remain in the six refugee and transit centres where most 
depend on WFP food. The government does not allow them to 
seek employment outside and the closed, secluded nature of the 
camps severely inhibits any farming or money-generating 
activities. (New Times, Kigali, March 14) 

[Previous issue Burundi, page 1609] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UN peacekeepers seize weapons in east- 
ern Congo: United Nations peacekeepers backed 
by helicopter gunships seized weapons and ammu- 
nition in the northeastern ituri region as they 
conducted their regular cordon and search opera- 
tions designed to force militias to flee, or reduce 
"their capacity for nuisance," the mission said, 
March 17. 


About 500 peacekeepers from four companies, comprising 
troops from the Bangladeshi, Pakistani, South African, Moroccan 
and Nepalese contingents, carried out Operation Djugu VI, March 
16, near the town of Zumbe in Zumbe district. No contact 
occurred between the forces of the UN Organization Mission in 
the DRC (MONUC) and militiamen, but weapons and ammunition 
were discovered and seized, it said. 

Zumbe is the suspected headquarters of the Nationalist 
Integrationist Front (FNI) militia, dominated by ethnic rendu 
fighters. 

Djugu is one of the five administrative territories of the Ituri 
district. Since December 2004, it has been the scene of looting 


and extortion against civilians as clashes between Lendu and 
Hema militias over land worsened; sending some 80,000 civilians 
fleeing their homes. (UN News Service, New York, March 17) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1610:b} 

BUNIA (Congo): Congo tribal killings create 
new wave of refugees: Louise Dhikpala has run 
for her life so many times in recent years that she 


; has lost track of her escapes from 
Spotlight death. The first was in 1999, when 
violence erupted in the lawless Ituri region in 
north-eastern Congo. The most recent was in 
January. In the intervening years, she has run and 
run and run. 


Her husband usually ran along with her, but he was shot in 
the back in 2005 as the family fled their tiny village of Kafe. The 
people chasing Ms Dhikpala, ethnic fighters from a rival tribe, 
caught up with her husband and finished killing him with 
machetes. She saw them hacking him but could do nothing about 
it. She could only run. 


Running for one’s life has become an everyday matter for 
the people in this part of the world. Revenge killings between 
tival tribes, the Hema and the Lendu, have turned Ituri into one 
of Congo’s most volatile regions. 


“Entire villages have been emptied," said Modibo Traore of 
Mali, who is based in Bunia for the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. "We don't have access to 
most of the people. They're hiding and we don’t have any idea 
what is happening to them”. 


A peace deal has calmed the wider war in Congo, one that 
once drew in six foreign armies and divided the country into 
numerous rebels fiefs. But the violence never stopped in this 
region, an area of great mineral wealth, which only encourages 
more fighting and killing. 


The latest outbreak began in December 2004, when Lendu 
fighters allied with the Front of Nationalists and Integrationists 
began raiding villages belonging to the rival Hema and driving 
an estimated 70,000 people from their homes. 


For now, the only people standing in the way of the Lendu 
fighters are over-stretched United Nations peacekeeping force, 
who have recently staged their most aggressive raids in Ituri 
since the mission began in 1999. 


"There has been a change in peace-keeping,” said Margaret 
Carey, an officer in the Africa Division of the United Nations 
Department of Peacekeeping Operations, in news briefing in 
New York recently. "We do military operations, including in Ituri. 
Peacekeeping is robust now”. 


Lendu leaders have accused the United Nations forces of 
killing civilians, particularly through attacks from helicopters, but 
United nations officials have denied the charges. 


Each time Ms Dhikpala, a 52-year-old grandmother, has to 
evacuate her village, she follows the same routine. She leaps 
from her sleeping mat when she hears gunshots and battle cries. 
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° She wakes the children and grandchildren, then they race 
for the forest. Heart pounding, she runs as if death is on her 
heels, she says, ‘and it usually is. 


The reports from people like Ms Dhikpala who managed to 
make it to the relative security of Bunia are alarming. 


They tell of young girls being held captive by the fighters and 
repeatedly raped. They tell of the people dying awaful deaths, 
hacked and hacked until life drains out of them. 


Ms Dhikpala will go back to her village one day, she said. 
She had heard that the fighters had cut open the chest of her 
husband and pulled out his heart, brutal hehavior that has 
become the signature of Lendu warriors. 


Going back one day is necessary, Ms Dhikpala said, to 
ensure proper burials for the dead. 


. Ms Dhikpala throws up her arms when asked the cause 
of the fighting. "I don’t know that," she said. (Marc Lacey in 
New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, March 12) 

[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1610] 


EGYPT 


a. Ayman Nur to run for President: In the two 
weeks since Egypt's President decided to open the 
door to opponents, only one challenger, Ayman Nur, 
who was recently released from jail, has decided to 
run against him. 


As Nur prepared to launch himself as a presidential candidate 
at a rally, March 16, other opposition leaders said that they 
anticipated that "the impossible conditions" would guarantee 
President Hosni Mubarak’s victory in September 2005. 


Nur was to make his announcement at his party 
headquarters in an old Islamic part of Cairo, where supporters 
had protested for his release since his imprisonment on 
January 29. 


The decision by many opposition parties not to field 
candidates is part of the deeper crisis in Egypt, many analysts 
say—where people find it difficult to think of the politician who 
can be alternative to the 84-year-old Mubarak. 


His 24 years of autocratic tactics managed to get rid of 
anyone seen as a threat either because of growing power, or 
popularity. (Statesman, Calcutta, March 17) 

[Background Info: Egypt, page 1610:a] 
[Previous issue Egypt, page 1610} 


ERITREA 


a. Security Council extends mandate of 
peacekeepers in Eritrea and Ethiopia: The UN 
Security Council, March 14, extended the mandate 
of the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the 
eR separating Eritrea and Ethiopia until mid-Sep- 
tember. 


By a resolution approved unanimously, the 15-member 
Council once more urged "the parties to cooperate fully and 
promptly with the Boundary Commission and to create the 
necessary conditions for demarcation to proceed expeditiously, 
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including through the complete appointment by Ethiopia of its 
field liaison officers." In a boundary dispute, the two Horn o7 
Africa countries fought a bitter battle, reached a peace 
agreement in Algeria in June 2000, but have not agreed on a 
boundary. 


Their commitment to the agreement, however, has enabled 
the 3,344-strong UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) 
to maintain the integrity of the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ). 
(UN News Service, New York, March 14) 


[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1611] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia obtains 9.5 billion Birr in grant, 
loan: The Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development (MoFED) said Ethiopia has secured 
9.5 ae birr in grant and loan over.the past six 
months. 


The head of Public Relations with the Ministry, Getachew 
Admasu, said, March 15, that of the amount, some 4.4 billion is 
a grant while the remaining sum is loan. 


He said the grant and loan secured exceeded that of same 
period in 2004 because the development policies, strategies and 
programmes pursued by the country have been accepted by 
development partners and multilateral financial institutions. 


Some 2.5 billion birr was obtained from donor countries, 
while the remaining 1.9 billion birr was provided by multilateral 
institutions, Getachew said. 


China, Britain, Ireland, Italy, the US, Canada and Finland 
were among the countries that have provided new grants, while 
the multilateral financial institutions included International 
Development Association (IDA), African Development Bank 
(ADB) and the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, March 18) 


[Background Info. Eghiopia, page 1611:a] 


b. Two TV journalists imprisoned in run-up 
to elections: Reporters Without Borders, March 5, 
regretted that two journalists with the Oromo-lan- 
guage service. of the state-owned Ethiopian Televi- 
sion (ETV), Shiferraw Insermu and Dhabassa 
Wakjira, continued to be subjected to prolonged 
detention on suspicion of links with an’ Oromo 
separatist group. 


"As Ethiopians get ready to vote, two journalists continue to 
languish in a prison where cases of torture and mistreatment 
are regularly reported by international organizations," Reporters 
Without Borders said. 


"Ethiopia is violating the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights just a few kilometres away from the Addis Ababa 
headquarters of the African Union," the press freedom organi- 
zation said. 


"Whatever the charges against them, these two journalists 
have rights, and these have been clearly flouted by authorities 
who have defied the decisions of the federal high court. 
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Insermu and Wakjira should have been released immedi- 
ately under Ethiopian law. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, 
March 15) 


c. Nationwide HIV/AIDS hotline launched: A 
new HIV/AIDS hotline was launched in Ethiopia, 
March 13, to provide information, counselling and 
free referrals to callers across the country. 


"We are now receiving 1,800 calls on average every day 
since the hotline became available nationwide on March 10," 
Gashaw Mengistu, the coordinator of the facility, said in the 
Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa. 


He said a campaign would be launched to promote the hotline 
on radio and television, which would hopefully encourage many 
more people to use the service. 


Dubbed the "Wegen AIDS Talkline", the service will provide 
a range of information, including the location of testing centres, 
ways to prevent mother-to-child transmission and treatment 
options such as anti-retroviral therapy. - 


The hotline is supported by the United States and two 
Ethiopian bodies: the HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Office 
(HAPCO), and the Ethiopian Telecommunication Cooperation. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Addis Ababa, 
March 14) 


{Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1611] 


GABON 


‘a. South Africa, Gabon sign trade deal: South 
Africa has signed a cooperation deal with Gabon 
paving the way for diplomatic and trade relations 
between the two nations. 


The deal, officials said, will be followed by a signing of a 
series of similar agreements on education, tourism, culture and 
other areas, further consolidating ties between Pretoria and 
Libreville. 


Foreign Affairs Minister Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma and 
Gabonese acting foreign affairs minister Jean-Francios Ndongou 
signed the accord in Pretoria, March 22. 


The two agreements—Trade Agreement and the Convention 
for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal 
Evasion with Respect to Income Tax—are set to lead to 
increased trade between the two countries. 


Trade and Industry Minister Mandisi Mpahiwa hailed the deal 
as “one more step in realising the south-south cooperation". 


It was important for developing nations "to do a lot among 
themselves" by deepening existing bonds and cooperation 
mechanisms, thus enabling them to strongly tackle challenges 
that hampered Africa’s renewal. 


The ministers also used the opportunity to compare 
notes on a number of international issues and developments 
including the proposed United Nations reforms and the 
Great Lakes political environment, among others. 
(BuaNews, Pretoria, March 22) 


[Previous issue Gabon, page 1372] 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Parties agree to delay elections for voter 
re-registration: The United Nations offices in 
Guinea-Bissau are focusing on creating a good 
political climate for a peaceful, fair and transparent 
poll, which has been delayed by a month, Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan said in a report to the 
Security Council. 


With 20 political parties having challenged the 2004 voter 
register, the Guinea-Bissau National Election Commission and 
the parties will revise the list, delaying the presidential elections 
until a yet to be determined time in June, a date which will mark 
the end of the political transition in the post-conflict country, it 
said. 


Since the Council has revised the mandate of the UN 
Peacebuilding Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS), 
Annan recommends that the office develop "stable civil-mili- 
tary relations through a profound reform of the armed forces 
as an institution subordinate to democratic civilian author- 
ity." (UN News Service, New York, March 24) 


[Previous issue, Guinea Bissau, page 1552] 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN mission calls for probe into deaths of 
13 people from torture: The United Nations 
mission has called for an inquiry into the deaths of 
13 people from torture and ill-treatment during their 
detention by forest guards of Marahoui National 
Park at a prison in Bouafli, north of the capital 
Yamoussoukro. 


Implementing a Government directive that people illegally 
occupying the park be forcefully evicted, forest guards in 
February arrested villagers on the charge that they were 
trespassing, the UN Operation in Ivory Coast (UNOCI) said. 
Some of the arrested were subjected to torture and inhuman 
treatment, and in some cases forced to pay over $200 to secure 
their freedom. 


Following these alarming reports, UNOCI sent a mission to 
evaluate the situation, listing 32 people who had been brought 
before judicial authorities in connection with the case. 


It also noted that the ill-treatment and torture resulted in the 


`death of 12 people in the prison on February 22 and another at 


a hospital on February 27 . (UN News Service, New York, 
March 16) $ 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1589:a] 

b. 40 dead in meningitis epidemic in northeast 
Bouna region:The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) in Ivory Coast said, March 22, that 40 people 
have died in a meningitis epidemic that has swept 
the rebel-held northeastern Bouna region. 


Since January, officials have registered 210 cases of 
meningitis in the rebel-controlled area near the border with 
Burkina Faso, around 500 km from the economic capital Abidjan 
WHO. doctor Aka Bian Tanoh said the ‘epidemic had spread 
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because there had been no vaccinations in 2004 and there was 
a shortage of medical staff in the region. Most health centres 
have closed down in northern Ivory Coast, which was seized by 
rebels in September 2002. 


"The need for a vaccination campaign to stop the transmis- 
sion is urgent,” Tanoh said. "We are talking with the Health 
Ministry to discuss what can be done." 


Tanoh, speaking after the return of a WHO team from a 
two-day assessment visit to the area, said there were still 
"several" cases of meningitis, mainly in villages around the town 
of Bouna. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Abidjan, March 22) 


[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1599] 


KENYA 


a. Security minister issues shoot-to-kill order: 
National security minister John Michuki has ordered 
police to shoot anyone found in possession of an 
illegal firearm. 


He asked armed criminals to surrender their firearms to police 
in time or they will be killed. “There are people in this town who 
are armed with illegal firearms and their work is to kill innocent 
Kenyans. Police. 


Michuki was addressing businessmen in the city at the 
Kenyatta International Conference Centre. 


"You people prayed that | be given this ministry and God 
heard your prayers. This is a cross that | must carry and | am 
determined to soldier on.” (East African Standard, Nairobi, 
March 22) 


Scores killed in border town attack: More than 20 peop‘e, 
mainly women and children, were shot dead by armed attackers 
who attacked El Golicha village, March 15. 

Kenyan authorities later pursued and killed eight of the 
militiamen after the attack that took place four kilometres short 
of the Kenya-Somali border. 

According to the Daily Nation, a leading daily, Mandera East 
Member of Parliament Isaack Shaaban called on the government 
to act swiftly and end the clashes between the Gare and Murulle 
clans that have been going on for the past two years and led to 
the signing of a traditional peace accord in early 2005. 

"Twenty-two people were killed when gunmen believed to be 
from the Murulle clan attacked a Manyatta (village)," said Kenya 
Police Spokesman Jasper Ombati, March 15. 


Ombati added that the militiamen were taking advantage of 
the lack of police presence and the rough terrain to commit 
atrocities, but government spokesman Dr Alfred Mutua said that 
police reinforcements had arrived in the area and were pursuing 
the attackers. (Catholic Information Service for Africa, 
Nairobi, March 15) 

[Previous issue Kenya, page 1612] 


LESOTHO 


_ Decline of dollar silences Africa’s garment factories 


MAPUTSOE (Lesotho): Buy a T-shirt, fleece 
sweatpants o Pears panties ene in the 
; nite tates and there’s good 
chance that they were stitched to- 
gether in Maputsoe, Lesotho in a garment factory 
crammed with thousands of frantically clacking 
sewing machines. Virtually its entire output, 25,000 
items of clothing daily, is America-bound. 


These days, that is a disaster. “Two thousand people work 
here, and unfortunately last week | had to retrench 500 people, 
because there are no orders," Boodia Hemanm, director of the 
Ever Unison Garments factory, said in a recent interview. “The 
American buyer is not coming to Lesotho to buy”. 


Actually, the problem is not so much the buyers from America. 
It is the American dollar, and its headlong plunge in value. Three 
years ago, Lesotho's garment factories had to sell only $56 worth 
of clothes to stores in the United States to cover the monthly 
wage of 650 maloti for a sewing-machine operator. Today, that 
same salary consumes $109 in sales. 


When the dollar is worth 8.5 maloti or more, Heman said, 
“we break even and we are satisfied". Right now, the weak dollar 
fetches less than 6 maloti. 


The dollar could not have shrunk at a worse time for southern 
Africa. In January, China’s powerful apparel industry was freed 


from the so-called multifiber arrangement, which for decades set 
nation-by-nation quotas and capped its garment exports to the 
developed world. Now China, which keeps its currency tightly 
pegged to the dollar, has begun to pursue the American market 
much more avidly. 


In tiny, poor Lesotho, this is potentially fatal. Since December 
6, 2004 the nation’s 50 clothes factories have shut down, unable 
to match the prices of foreign competitors and still make a profit. 
That has eliminated 5,800 of the 50,000 garment-making jcbs 
here. Layoffs have claimed at least 6,000 more. 


The government has stepped in, seeking to resurrect three 
of the closed factories and offering incentives for others. 


Those efforts largely depend, however, on the vagaries of 
the dollar. Across southern Africa, industries that compete with 
American customers or compete with American producers are 
feeling the effects of the dollar's fall. 


In places like Lesotho, a nation of 1.8 million that is already 
wrestling with AIDS and drought, the news is perhaps most 
wrenching. Lesotho’s garment industry—and therefore its manu- 
facturing base—rests on the faltering premise that Americans 
will buy all the clothes that it can sew. 

That premise originates in a law, the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act, which US Congress enacted in 2000 in an effort 
to heip sub-Saharan nations lift themselves from poverty. Naticns 
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meeting the law’s criteria, which range from political pluralism to 
support for free markets, are allowed to export any of 1,600 
products to the United States duty-free. With a progressive 
government and extremely low tax rates, Lesotho was one of 
the biggest winners: clothing exports to the United States 
ballooned to S500 million in 2004, from just $100 million in 
2001—nearly a third of all clothing exports by the 37 nations 
given duty-free status. 


Not long ago, Lesotho officials and textile factory managers 
presented the United States Congress, the White House, major 
retailers in New York and San Francisco and a trade show in 
Las Vegas with a well-honed argument: Lesotho may not always 
be cheapest, but it is dependable, honest and clean on human 
rights and sweatshop issues that have embarrassed American 
retailers like Nike. 


That, the nation’s trade minister, Mpho Malie, says bluntly, 
may not alway's be true of certain competitors. 


That argument seems to have convinced some of the more 
socially conscious garment buyers in the United States, like Levi 
Strauss and Gap, which have maintained or increased their 
orders here. 


"As a country, we think that we are doing something right," 
Malie said. "We're saying that tomorrow, there will be question- 
able things about China—things that are not only a government 
question, but that your consumers in the long run are going to 
question". (Michael Wines in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, March 19) 

[Previous issue Lesotho, page 1578} 


LIBERIA 


a. Dutch businessman held for war crimes: If 
the Dutch businessman, Gus Kouwenhoven, had 
known that he was being sought by the Dutch 
Government to answer various charges including 
war crimes, he probably would not have gone to 
The Netherlands. 

Kouwenhoven, according to sources in The Netherlands, was 
arrested, March 19, by the Dutch National Police for committing 
war crimes and crimes against humanity in Liberia. 

Prior to his arrest, our sources disclosed how authorities in 
his home country had earlier declared him a wanted man and 
placed a bounty on his head. 

(See Sierra Leone, page 1629) 

The Pan African News Agency recently reported that Gus 
Kouwenhoven was expelled from Congo Brazzaville for breaking 
the UN trave! restriction placed on him and for his alleged 
involvement in armed trafficking in the Sub-region. 

Details are still scanty as to the specifics of the crimes Gus 
Kouwenhoven might have committed for which he has been 
arrested. 

However, sources have also pointed to his constant busting 
of UN travel ban coupled with his multifarious business deals. 
(News, Monrovia, March 21) 

[Previous issue Liberia, page 1612] 
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MALAWI m 


a. Malawi President shifts house claiming it 
was a haunted place: Malawi President Bingu ws 
Mutharika has temporarily moved out of his 300-bed 
room state mansion, claiming it is haunted by 
ghosts, a senior aide said. 


The Rev Malani Mtonga, presidential aide on Christian 
affairs, said Mutharika had asked the clergy to pray to 'exorcise 
evil spirits’. 

"No strategy designed from the pits of hell will prosper against 
the president because we have asked for divine intervention to 
cast the blood of Jesus against any evil plots against the 
president,” Mtonga said. 


The mansion was occupied by Malawi's Parliament until 
Mutharika came to power in May 2004, and took it for himself. 


Mtonga refused to give further details about the ghosts. But 
another aide said the president hears footsteps and strange 
noises in the presiential suite in the dead of night. Nobody else, 
including First Lady Ethel and the president's bodyguards, hear 
anything, the aide said. 


Mtonga said clergy from President Mutharika’s Roman 
Catholic Church, Faith of God Ministries, the Lutheran Church 
and Calvary Church have been invited to offer special prayers 
to exorcise the ghosts and cleanse the New State House. 


Mutharika moved into the presidential mansion in December 
2004, amid protests from civil rights groups and Opposition 
leaders who accused him of reneging on his promise to trim 
government spending. 


The presidential mansion was built over a period of 20 years 
by Malawi's founding president Hastings Kamuzu Banda. The 
aging dictator, however, stayed in it for only 90 days. 


Bakili Muluzi, who succeeded Banda after the 1994 elections 
that broke the latter's 30-year hold on power, refused to stay in 
the New State House, calling it ‘obscene opulence’ amid grinding 
poverty. 

Malawi is one of Africa's poorest countries. Efforts to sell 
the house to international buyers, including Egyptian-born 
American film star Omar Sharif, floundered. (Times of India, 
New Delhi, March 14) 


Vice-presidential aide released unconditionally: On 
March 16, the Malawi police unconditionally released a vice- 
presidential aide and granted bail to two prominent journalists 
who had been arrested the previous day. 


Mabvuto Banda, of The Nation newspaper, and Raphael 
Tenthani, of thè BBC, were arrested after they wrote articles 
alleging that President Bingu wa Mutharika was not spending 
nights at the State House because it was haunted by ghosts. 

Vice-presidential aide Horace Nyaka was arrested on 
suspicion of having conspired with the two journalists to write 
the stories. (Media Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek, 
March 18} 


[Previous issue Malawi, page 1446] 
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MAURITANIA 


a. Journalist imprisoned for 'damaging na- 
tional image’: Reporters Sans Frontiers (RSF) has 
expressed indignation over the indictment and 
imprisonment of freelance journalist Mohamed Le- 
mine Ould Mahmoudi. 


Mahmoudi was charged with "damaging the public image” of 
Mauritania after-he interviewed a young woman identified by a 
local NGO as a runaway slave. "When a journalist seeks to 
obtain an individual's story, he is committing neither a crime nor 
an offence, he is merely doing his job," said RSF. "Once again, 
as this case begins to take on disturbing dimensions, we call for 
[Mahmoudi’s] immediate release and the closure of this file. It is 
Mohamed Lemine Ould Mahmoudi’s persecution which damages 
Mauritania’s public image, not his reporting.” 

According to information received by RSF, Mahmoudi 
appeared before an investigating judge on March 16. He was 
sent to a prison in Rosso, southern Mauritania, after being 
charged with "damaging the diplomatic and ‘economic image” of 
Mauritania and "producing documents inclined to disturb public 


` order". (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, March 21) 


[Previous issue, Mauritania, page 1590} 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Cooperation agreement with Sweden re- 
newed: The Mozambican and Swedish govern- 
ments, March 22,signed an extension of their 
bilateral cooperation agreement, under which Swe- 
den will provide aid valued at 960 million crowns 
(about 140 million US dollars) for 2005-2006. 


Signing the agreement were Mozambican Foreign Minister 
Alcinda Abreu and Swedish ambassador Maj Iger Klingvaal. This 
aid is in addition to the 200 million crowns channelled directly 
to the Mozambican state budget for the two year period. 


Abreu said the agreement came at a timely moment, when 
the government emerging from the December general elections 
was beginning its work. She said the foundations have been laid 
for continuing programmes begun under the previous govern- 
ment, and for implementing new ones. 


Klingvaal declared "the extension is an indication of the trust 
Sweden has in the sustainability of peaceful development 
through the consolidation of democracy in Mozambique". A press 
release distributed by Klingvaal put education at the top of the 
list of sectors benefiting from Swedish aid, despite last year's 
scandal concerning the abuse of Swedish funds. (Agencia de 
Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, March 22) 


[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1613] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Parliament elects woman Dy Speaker: The 
Namibian Parliament, March 20, scored a first when 
it unanimously elected a woman as a first Deputy 
Speaker of the National Assembly since the country 
attained independence 15 years ago. 
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And outgoing Namibian Prime Minister Dr Theo-Ben Gurireb 
was also elected unopposed as the new Speaker, taking over 
from Dr Mose Tjitendero who had been in office since the 
country’s independence. In an interview shortly after her election, 
Doreen Sioka said her first challenge would be to sensitise 
women. She encouraged women to be courageous and fight for 
their convictions because they too could deliver as well as their 
male counterparts. She said by getting one woman in this high 
position, Namibia had scored in a big way towards the 
achievement of the SADC protocol to have 30 per cent women 
representation in decision making positions. 


"| became a member of parliament in 1995 and | have been 
fighting since then," Sioka said. "There were many challenges 
and | faced each challenge as it came. In short | have been 
struggling and fighting to achieve whatever | have achieved so 
far. (Post, Lusaka, March 21) 


b. Nujoma ready to stand down after 15 
years: Namibia’s founding president Sam Nujoma 
stepped down, March 21, after 15 years in office. 


But he is set to remain the lynchpin of his country’s politics 
as president of the ruling SWAPO party. 


"So long as | am alive, | will contribute in any way possible,” 
he said. 


At 75, the man who spent three decades fighting South 
African rule appears in robust health—he shuns red meat and 
alcohol—and his interest in running the affairs of his country is 
undiminished. 


Recognisable by his trademark grey beard and thick-framed 
spectacles, Nujoma is credited with helping improve life for most 
Namibians since the end of South African apartheid rule. 


But he drew criticism from some quarters for sending troops 
into Democratic Republic of Congo in the late 1990s to back 
the late President Laurent Kabila, and for standing for a third 
term in 1999 polls, which required a vote in parliament to exempt 
him from a two-term limit. 


Likewise his vociferous attacks on homosexuality detract 


from the image of a ieader who has championed reconciliation 


with whites rather than revenge for years of repression. 


His government's policy of land expropriation to release 
white-owned farmland for landless black Namibians has attracted 
parallels with Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe. 


But Nujoma insists everything be done legally, and not an 
acre has been expropriated. Samuel Shafiishuna Nujoma was 
born on May 12, .1929, into the northern Owambo people who 
make up half Namibia's population. 


He tended the family’s cattle and attended a Finnish 
missionary school before going to the port of Walvis Bay where 
he worked at a general store and a whaling station. 

In the late 1950s he helped organise resistance to South 
Africa’s apartheid labour laws, sparking a clash with the police in 
1959 in which 13 blacks were killed. (Times of India, New Delhi, 
March,21) 

[Previous issue Namibia, page 1613] 
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NIGERIA 


a. Police clear Supreme Court judges of 
bribery charge: The Nigerian Police has exoner- 
ated Chief Justice Muhammadu Lawal Uwais and 
six other Justices of the Supreme Court of any 
involvement in the N5 billion bribery allegation 
levelled against them by one Edikeme Akpovilli. 

The report of the police investigation by Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, (DIG) Okechukwu Onovo dated January 17 
dismissed the allegation as false and the author " a phantom." 

The petitioner who described himself as the National 
Coordinator of the Ughelli-based Derivative Front (DF) had 
alleged that Uwais was given N5 billion by Governor James 
Ibori of Delta State sometime in 2003 through an intermediary 
to disburse to six Justices of the Supreme Court. Uwais was 
also alleged by Akpovilli to have been given N250 million for 
himself. 

The money, according to the petitioner, was .meant to 
influence in Ibori's favour the outcome of an appeal challenging 
Ibori’s qualification as governor of Delta State. (This Day, Lagos, 
March 17) 

b. Zamfara reinstates 700 sacked teachers: 
The Zamfara Government has reinstated the 700 


primary school teachers sacked at the end of a . 


verification exercise conducted in 2004. 


The state government had set up a committee to verify the 
exact numbers of teachers in its primary schools and the 
committee found some discrepancies in the recruitment of the 
affected teachers. 


The state Primary Education Board Chairman, Alhaji Sani 
Tukur, said in Gusau that the state Governor, Ahmed Sani, had 
directed the board to re-absorb the teachers after several appeals 
from them. He said the affected teachers had already been 
posted to various primary schools, explaining that they had 
started receiving their salaries. 

Tne chairman said some 100 new teachers had been 
recruited to fill the vacancies. He added that another 2,000 
teachers, who were promoted recently, were expected to be paid 
their arrears in March. (This Day, Lagos, March 23) 

{Previous issue, Nigeria, page 1613] 


RWANDA 


a. 770 Gacaca judges accused of taking part 
in genocide: Information from the National Service 
of Gacaca court says that close to 700 people 
elected as judges in the Gacaca tribunals were 
accused of taking part in the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda. 

They were asked to resign. Judges in the semi-traditional 
Gacaca courts are elected by their community. They do not 
need to study law, as long as they are people of moral integrity. 
Kigali province (Central Rwanda) had the largest number of 
judges who were accused- 131. Next come the provinces of 
Kibuye (West, 123) and Ruhengeri (North, 90). 
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"It is not over yet. More and more judges are being accused", 
a Rwandan human rights activist told Hirondelle News Agency. 
Ancilla Kamatamu, the president of the Gacaca tribunal of 
Mushubati Secteur in Kibuye, was accused of participating in 
the genocide as she was about to open the first trial in her 
jurisdiction. 

People in the audience stated that she would cook for militias 
after they had returned from their murderous expeditions. The 
vice-president of the tribunal took over from Kamatamu after the 
latter was stripped of her post. (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, March 17) 

[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1613:a] 


MPs accused of genocide: Four Members of Parliament 
from the Lower Chamber have been accused of participating in 
the 1994 genccide. 

Elyse Bisengimana, 39, an MP from Cyangugu, Jean 
Baptiste Butare, 44, an MP from Byumba, Julienne Kabanyana, 
51, the Kibuye woman representative and Etienne Magali, 53, 
a Liberal Party are all accused of having played instrumental 
roles in the 100-day mayhem in their respective areas. 


According to Gacaca National Executive Secretary Domitilla 
Mukantaganzwa, the accused MPs had been mentioned by the 
locals "who call us on our hotline accusing them of having 
participated directly or indirectly in the genocide and not 
supporting the Gacaca courts." 


In a recent Gacaca presentation to Parliament, the Gacaca 
National Executive Secretary Domitilla Mukantaganzwa dis- 
closed that over 600 leaders had been implicated in the 
genocide. 


"There is a big number of leaders implicated in the 
genocide in which some of the implicated have seats in 
parliament" Mukantaganzwa told the house after MPs 
had appealed to her to name the implicated top leaders. 
(New Times, Kigali, March 21) 

b. Rwanda, Sweden renew bilateral pact: 
Following the expiration of a 2002 memorandum of 
understanding between Rwanda and Sweden in 
2004, the two countries have signed yet another 
pact aimed at renewing their bilateral ties until 2006. 

The Foreign Affairs Minister, Dr Charles Muligande, and the 
Swedish ambassador to Rwanda, who is based in Kenya, signed 
the accord on behalf of their governments, during a ceremony 
that took place recently. 


The Swedish government granted US$7 million to Rwanda 
for the 2005 national budget. The Minister of Finance, Dr 
Donald Kaberuka, signed the agreement on behalf of the 
government. 


Dr. Muligande disclosed that the money which was expected 
in November 2004 is to be released in two weeks. He blamed 
the delay on the escalating threats from the Ex-FAR and the 
Interahamwe in the Congo (DR) in 2004. 

Muligande explained that Sweden does not provide financial 
support to war zones, adding that the Ex-FAR and the 
Interahamwe plans to attack the country coupled with Rwanda’s 
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- threat to enter the DR Congo to pursue the rebels halted the 
funding. (New Times, Kigali, March 21) . 
[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1613] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Court welcomes arrest of Dutch business- 
man accused of war crimes: The prosecutor of 
the Special Court for Sierra Leone, March 22, 
welcomed the recent arrest of a Dutch. businessman 
on charges of committing war crimes against 
Liberians and violating a United Nations arms 
embargo as "a major blow against Western profi- 
teers who enrich themselves on the suffering of 
Africans." 


.. "L Rave long been aware of Gus Kouwenhoven's criminal 
activity, his involvement in {former Liberian President) Charles 
Taylor's inner circle and diréct support for Taylor's war machine," 

Prosecutor David Crane said. The trial in a Netherlands 


courtroom of Kouwenhoven, who was arrested, March 18, would 


spotlight the roles of arms traffickers and international financiers, 
as well as the abuse of West Africa’s resources, he said. 


Crane added-that he had not collected the evidence to place 
Kouwenhoven among those bearing "greatest responsibility" for 
international crimes during Sierra Leone’s civil conflict, but he 
had instructed his Special Court investigators to cooperate with 
the Dutch authorities. (UN News Service, New York, March 22) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page1614] 


SOMALIA 


a. 1,500 families flee after inter-clan violence 
in Mandera claims 22 lives: An estimated 1,500 
families have fled-their homes following the killing 
of 22 people by armed raiders in the northeastern 
Kenyan district of Mandera, a spokesman for the 
Kenya Red Cross Society (ARCS) said, March 17. 


The attack took place at El Golicha village, near El Wak town, 
which is close fo Kenya’s border with Somalia. Police, who 
pursued and killed eight of the assailants, said the incident 
appeared to have been a revenge attack by one clan against 
another for an earlier raid. Those killed included four girls and 
six boys, according to a statement signed by the government's 
public communications secretary, Alfred Mutua. 


"Immediately after the attack there was panic, and we 
estimate that about 1,500 families have moved to areas around 
El Wak," Anthony Mwangi, the KRCS spokesman, said. 


Jaspher Ombati, a police spokesman, said the assailants 
were believed to be members of the Murule clan, while the victims 
were thought to be from the Garre clan. 


He said it was still unclear what triggered the latest 
violence, but the two groups, both members of the Kenyan 
Somali community, had a history of feuding over pasture and 
water points. (UN Integrated Regional Information Menor: 
Nairobi, March 17) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1603] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Pretoria renamed Tshwane: In a symbolic 
break with apartheid, South Africa’s capital voted, 
March 7, to rename itself Tshwane, retaining the 
name Pretoria for the city centre only. 


The decision was taken at a special meeting of the 
metropolitan council, which is dominated by the governing 
African National Congress, the South African Press Association 
reported. 

“By embarking on this process and project of transformation, 
our country is making a clear distinction between the old and 
the new, the past and the present," the Executive Mayor, 
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, -was quoted as saying during an 
emotive four-hour debate. f 

The city of 2 million people, established by white settlers in 
1855, was named after Andries Pretorius, leader in the 
Afrikaners’ "Great Trek" into the Interior of the country. (Hindu, 
Madras, March 9) 

b. Feuding Tutu and Mbeki make up: Nobel 
peace laureate Desmond Tutu on March 10 said he 


‘had made up with South African President Thabo 


Mbeki following a spat triggered by his remarks that 


«the government’s project to empower blacks had 


only enriched a tiny elite. 


Tutu told SABC radio that he had spoken to Mbeki thrice 
after the row and the head of state has said he was keen to 
meet him soon. 


"We are learning, and maybe we ought not to.be over-sen- 
sitive when reactions happen," Tutu said. "We are learning how 
to be democratic, we haven't been before. We are learning how 
you can differ and still like each other." 


Tutu stirred up a hornet’s nest when he said the drive by.. 
Mbeki's government to transfer wealth into the hands of 
previously oppressed blacks was skewed. 


"What is black empowerment when it seems to benefit not 
the vast majority but a small elite that tends to be recycled?" he 
had said adding: “Are we not building up much resentment that 
we may rue later?” 


The retired archbishop called for public debate on issues 
such as black economic empowerment, affirmative action and 
transformation in sport, racism and xenophobia. 


The 1984 Nobel Peace Prize laureate also accused members 
of the governing African National Congress (ANC) of “kowtow- 
ing" to its leaders. Mbeki hit back at the criticism, saying that 
Tutu “has never been a member’ of the ruling party and had 
"very little knowledge" of how it worked. 

Mbeki has singled out black economic empowerment—a — 
policy to ensure that blacks deprived under decades of aparthied 
rule have a stake in the economy—as a top priority for the 
government. But the plans has come under attack as having 
benefited an elite, many of whom are close to the government 
and the ANC. (Hindu, Madras, March 11) 

[Previous South Africa, page 1615] 
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SUDAN 


a. UN food deliveries rise in war-torn Darfur 
region: Despite attacks, theft and sabotage dogging 
its efforts to reach 2 million hungry people, the 
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) 
' delivered 1.6 million tons of food to the war-ravaged 
Darfur region in February, a 34 per cent increase 
over January, the agency announced, March 15. 


Tens of thousands of civilians have been killed and almost 
2 million forced from their homes since fighting erupted in Darfur 
between the Sudanese Government, allied militias and rebels in 
2003, and recently Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on the 
world to move faster to deal with the “appalling situation,” with 
reports of killing, rape and burning still flowing in. 


WFP stressed that 25 million tons of food needed to be 
delivered before the start of the rainy season in June. As an 
example of the security problems it noted that on March 7 an 
aid convoy was attacked, but all six personnel, one of whom 
was injured, were now free. (UN News Service, New York, 
March 15) 


(Background Info. Sudan, page 1615:a] 


b. LRA rebels kill eight civilians: Eight 
Sudanese nationals were killed when their car was 
ambushed by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
rebels in southern Sudan, media reports said, 
March 13. 


The passengers were travelling in a government car when 
the fighters shot them dead, the daily Khartoum Monitor reported. 


Two women and a baby were among the fatal casualties and 
three people were seriously wounded. None of them were 
believed to be officials. 


The notoriously brutal LRA operates from bases in southern 
Sudan and has received arms and ammunition from Khartoum 
in retaliation for support Kampala has given to the southern rebel 
SPLA. 


Since 2002, the Khartoum government has allowed Ugandan 
forces to conduct operations against the LRA in parts of southern 
Sudan, which shares a border with Uganda. (New Vision, 
Kampala, March 15) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1615] 


SWAZILAND 


a. Govt embarks on anti-corruption drive: 
Swaziland’s justice ministry will table an Anti-Cor- 
ruption Bill in an effort to curb malpractices that 
government leaders say the impoverished nation 
cannot afford. 


"| certainly look forward to the Ministry of Justice giving teeth 
to the Anti-Corruption Unit in 2005. The twin evils of bribery and 
corruption have become the order of the day in the country," 
Finance Minister Majozi Sithole said. 
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"I know that in speeches ... | have said a lot [about] corruption. 
The economy is dying gradually because of this practice, and 
the citizens are placed under a heavy yoke," Sithole noted. 


A private consultant hired by the finance ministry estimated 
that government was losing more than R40 million (US $6.5 
million) per month to corrupt practices. 


"Some highly placed individuals connive with government 
officials to inflate contracts, or even make government pay for 
services that were never rendered. The playground for corruption 
is in goods and services, as well as construction projects," the 
finance minister said. (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Mbabane, March 16) 


b. Court upholds ban on opposition parties: 
Swaziland's High Court has upheld a ban on 
opposition political parties dealing a severe blow to 
pro-democracy groups in the tiny landlocked coun- 
try. 

“Legally, [political parties] cannot be given the recognition by 
the court that they require to have their matters adjudicated," 
the court said in a ruling, March 23. 


The court ruled in a case brought by Swaziland's two largest 
political organisations, the People's United Democratic Move- 
ment (PUDEMO) and the Ngwane National Liberatory Congress 
(NNLC), which together with labour unions sought to challenge 
a new royal-approved draft constitution. 


The pro-democracy groups argued the constitutional process 
was illegal as it had gone against a 2002 decision by the Court 
of Appeal that ruled King Mswati IIl had no legal basis to decree 
laws. 


The five justices cited a 1973 State of Emergency decree 
imposed by Mswati’s father, King Sobhuza, that gave absolute 
power to the monarchy and banned organised political opposition 
to royal rule. (UN integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Mbabane, March 24) 


[Previous issue Swaziland, page 1616] 


TOGO 


a. Togo’s slave trade heritage: The dastardly 
act that were meted out in those dark days of 
torture lives fresh in the minds of the people. 


It was taboo of sorts to discuss slavery in public places in 
order to promote speedy healing of the national psyche. 


In Togo, slavery was perpetrated by a certain part of the 
country over the other. Today, both the victims and those 
responsible for the act live in harmony; and it was believed that 
open discussion of the slavery era would be injurious to national 
cohesion. 


That was until a team of Togolese government attended a 
UNESCO sponsored confernece in Ghana. There, they heard 
and saw how other countries that had conquered the stigma of 
slavery talked about it openly, particularly the opportunity of 
making some money from it through increased tourist traffic and 
assistance from UNESCO. 
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Back in Togo, they wrote a report that was accepted. The 
country is back in reckoning and some funds has been set aside 
from UNESCO to help her develop her slave route project. (This 
Day, Lagos, March 19) 

[Previous issue Togo, page 1616] 


UGANDA 


a. LRA abducts 15 school children: The Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebels raided Kamdini 
trading centre in Apac district, March 16, and 
abducted 26 people mainly primary school children, 
security sources said. 

The rebels attacked Aber sub-county in Oyam South county 
on the Gulu-Kampala highway. Sources said the rebels abducted 
15 pupils and 11 adults and also looted shops and hauses. 


The northern army spokesman, Lt. Tabaro Kiconco said, 
March 18, their mobile troops pursued the attackers and rescued 
11 abductees and recovered the food that the rebels had looted. 


"Our troops pursued the bandits who fled and dropped so 
many quantities of food and non -food items that they had looted 
from residents of Kamdini," he said. 


Meanwhile, the UPDF 55th mobile battalion, March 17, 
attacked a group of rebels under the command of Brig. Dominic 
Ongwen in Odek sub-county in Gulu district and killed seven 
rebels. Odek is LRA leader Joseph Kony's home village. (New 
Vision, Kampala, March 21) 

[Background Info. Uganda, page 1571:a] 


Mourners kill LRA rebel: A suspected Lord's Resistance 
Army (LRA) rebel was lynched by mourners, March 17. 


The LCS chairman, Nixon Owole, said after the burial, 
mourners saw an unidentified rebel searching one of the 
abandoned houses. 

"They ran after him and beat him to death," he said. 

The rebels attacked Dzaipi sub-county and razed 76 houses 
displacing hundreds of people. The deceased were Ben Nyandru, 
Jennifer Uzadio, Claudio Mori, Ajulina Asikpwe and Jackson 
Onama. 

They were buried at Dzaipi Catholic cemetery.Owole said the 
district was providing food to over 20 victims of the raid. He said 
others who sustained serious injuries were admitted at Adjumani 
Hospital. (Monitor, Kampala, March 17) 

[Previous issue, Uganda, page 1617] 


ZAMBIA 


a. High women mortality rate at child birth: 
About 729 women die during child birth for every 
100,000 live births in Zambia, World Health Organ- 
isation (WHO) country representative Stella Any- 
angwe has said. 

And health minister Dr Brian Chituwo said Africa still faced 
enormous challenges in the area of reproductive health. 

Speaking during the handover of an ambulance for Kaoma 
district, March 17, Anyangwe said maternal mortality indicators 
in Zambia were very discouraging because most deaths could 


be prevented by effective health care services. Anyangwe said 
reducing maternal mortality and disability would depend on 
identifying and improving services critical to the health of 
Zambian women and girls. 


"There is a need to improve on antenatal care, emergency 
obstetric care and family planning and control of STis and HIV 
and AIDS," she said. 


Anyangwe said there was a need to invest in human 
resources and infrastructure in order to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goal of reducing the number of women dying 
during pregnancy and childbirth by three quarters by 2015. (Post, 
Lusaka, March 19) 


b. Human trafficking worries govt: Human 
trafficking has become widespread in Zambia, home 
affairs minister Dr Kalombo Mwansa has said. 


And International Organisation for Migration (IOM) chief of 
mission Ogina Josiah cited Angola, Botswana, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Lesotho, Mozambique, Malawi, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Zambia as source countries 
for human trafficking activities in Southern Africa. 


Officiating at a one-day workshop on human trafficking held 
at Chrismar Hotel, March 11, Dr Mwansa said the government 
had already acknowledged the prevalence of the phenomerion 
though not yet quite clearly defined and understood by operatives 
and the public. 


Dr Mwansa said the problem called for a decisive, organised 
and co-ordinated response by all concerned. He noted that the 
perpetrators of the vice were foreigners, guardians or parents, 
transporters, non-governmental organisations (NGQs), faith 
based organisations (FBOs) community workers, peers, teach- 
ers, friends and strangers. (Post, Lusaka, March 14) 


[Previous issue, Zambia, page 1617] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Call for free and fair poll: As Zimbabwe's 
next parliamentary election on March 31 draws 
nearer, international pressure has increasingly been 
mounting on President, Robert Gabriel Mugabe, for 
a free and fair poll. 


The pressure is to counter Mugabe's proficiency in winning 
elections, regardless of the wishes of Zimbabwean voters. 
Though President Mugabe has ruled his country for 25 years, 
since its independence in 1980, he has disturbingly found it 
worthwhile to still remain in office. 


Since 1987 when Zimbabwe switched from parliamentary to 
the presidential system, with Mugabe as the executive president, 
he has steadily acquired dictatorial powers and become 
intolerant of opposition. Till date, he resists any constitutional 
amendments limiting the president's tenure. Even so, a bogus 
constitutional amendment permits him to nominate 30 (one-fifth) 
of the 150 members of parliament. (Daily Champion, Lagos, 
March 23) 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1617:a] 


R.N.I. No. DELENG/2000/891 
1632 


African Chronicle 


a 
March 12— 25, 2005 ’ 





Government jams short-wave radio broadcasts by Lon- 
don-based station: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has 
expressed "outrage" over Zimbabwe's jamming of short-wave 
broadcasts by SW Radio Africa, a privately-owned radio station 
based in London which employs Zimbabwean journalists living 
in exile. 


The broadcasts have been blocked since March 7, 2005. 


In a letter to the Geneva-based International Telecommuni- 
cation Union (ITU), a UN body, RSF asked the organisation "to 
seriously examine this situation, which constitutes a grave 
violation of Harare’s undertakings towards the United Nations." 


The letter urged ITU Secretary-General Yoshio Utsumi "to 
demand official and credible explanations from Zimbabwe, which 
has been a member state of the ITU since February 18, 1981, 
and, as such, obliged to conform to the provisions of its 
constitution, conventions and administrative regulations." RSF 
added, "Thanks to support from China, which exports its 
repressive expertise, Robert Mugabe's government has yet again 
just proved itself to be one of the most active predators of press 
freedom. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, March 23) 
{Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1617:a] 

[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1617] 


REGIONAL 


a. Africa debates female circumcision: At the 
end of a dirt track around a stage on the village 
square outside Asmara, about 110 Eritrean’s impa- 
tiently await a public performance about a once 
taboo subject. 


The crowd, which includes many young children, bristles with 
anticipation as actors from the National Union of Eritrean Youth 
and Students appear on the dais for a play that aims to promote 
debate over the controversial practice of female genetal 
multitation (FGM). 

In the country where government statistics show that as of 
2002, 89 per cent of women have been circumcised, reactions 
are palpable as the performance—a comedy that tells the story 
of a young married couple with an infant danger—begins. The 
audience erupts in giggles frequently as the actors, using a script 
they wrote, go through the familiar trials and tribulations of early 
parenthood. 


But when the moment of truth arrives, the crowd becomes 
serious. Should the parents circumcise their daughter or not? 
The students pose the question to the crowd. Immediately a man 
cries out: "If the girls are not circumcised, they always want to 
go out with boys!" "No!" a woman retorts, "FGM is not good, the 
girls lose a lot of blood!" An elderly woman, draped in a traditional 


white shawl, said “culture must not change, we have received 
it from our fathers, and from our fathers’ fathers. If it's wrong, 
why did they do it"? Female circumcision, which continues to be 
performed widely despite an international outcry and laws 
against it in many countries, can range from the stitch up of 
young girls’ vaginas to the excision of the clitoris. 

On stage in Adi Musa, the student actors explain the dangers 
of the practice: that the baby can die during the operation and 
that circumcised women suffer during sexual relations. This 
launches another round of rousing responses from the audience 
most of whom are intimately familiar with the practice which 
although opposed by the Eritrean government is widely done by 
women in their homes in both Muslim and Christian communities. 


The project, which started a month ago, is funded by the 
British embassy in Asmara and is the brainchild of Helen Bowen, 
a Briton who works for the Voluntary Service Overseas, "I wanted 
a project which presented it in an attractive way" she said. "I 
wanted people to be relaxed to talk about this". Here, Ms Bowen 
appears to have achieved her goal: the play clearly sparked 
animated discussion with the elderly tending to defend and 
younger people rejecting it. (Asian Age, New Delhi, March 21) 

b. Africa panel report urges rich nations to 
double aid: The British-sponsored Commission for 
Africa has called upon rich nations to double their 
aid to the region, cancel debts and take steps to 
provide a more level-playing field to AMCAN coun- 
tries in the world market. 

The 400-page final report, anash in London in the 
presence of the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, also urged 
African Governments to improve governance and root out 
corruption. "Corruption is systemic in much of Africa today... and 
has a corrosive effect on efforts to improve governance,” it said. 
Blair, who set up the Commission in February 2004, said that 
eradicating poverty in Africa was the "fundamental challenge of 
our generation”. 


“Africa can change for the better and the report shows how," 
he said at the launch of the report adding that there could be 
"no defence, no excuse, no justification for the plight of millions 
of our fellow-beings in Africa today". The report, described by 
the Commission, as a "blisteringly honest" examination of 
Africa’s problems and the way forward, urged the wealthy nations 
to raise their aid to Africa by $50 billion over the next 10 years. 
"We believe now is the time when external support can have a 
powerful impact and that this is the vital moment for the world 
to get behind Africa's efforts", it said. 


{ts recommendations include debt relief, repatriation of 
illegally acquired money held in foreign banks, more funding for 
peacekeeping in Africa and ban on arms sales to conflict zones. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, March 12) 


Printed and published by C P Chacko on behalf of Asian News Chroniclers. Printed at Ashish Printers & Publication (P) Ltd, 1810/4, Kotla 


Mubarakpur, New Delhi-110003; and published from A-21, Press Enclave, Saket, New Delhi-110 017 (India). Annual subscription: aha 
US $ 150/- ( inclusive of annual binder) Ph: 011-6851933, e-mail: asiannewsdigest@hotmail.com X S 


Web: www.asiannewsdigest.com 
Managing Editor: C P Chacko 


L O o s 





FOR INDIAN SUBSCRIBERS ONLY, No 


wD 


NOT FOR SALE ABROAD ie 





1633 


Chronicle 


A fortnightly record on governance, economy, development, human rights and environment 


March 26—April 8, 2005 


Vol VI No. 7 





ANGOLA 


a. Archbishop's tribute to John Paul Il: The 
archbishop of Lubango city, Dom Zacarias Kam- 
wenho, said, April 5, that Pope John Paul |! was 
one of the builders of peace in Angola, and appealed 
to his successor to follow his ideals. 


The archbishop, who was speaking during a function in 
memory of Karol Wojtyla, who passed away on April 2 in Rome, 
considered that the Pope was and will always be the messenger 
of peace in the world, because he reconciled and united various 
people in disagreement, particularly in Angola. d 


Dom Zacarias Kamwenho also called on believers “and 
servants of God to keep on thinking the way Pope John Paul i! 
thought, in order to attain peace and the spirit of national 
resep aran 


"Karol? Wojtyla fell in love with the destiny of humanity and 
increased the spiritual energy of believers. He was a man of 
peace and went around the world facing the spirit of peace" 
Dom Zacarias Kamwenho said. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, April’ 6) 


b. Marburg death toll climbs to 155: As the 
deatt toll from Angola’s lethal Marburg outbreak 
reached 155, the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) said it was spearheading a nationwide 
campaign to inform the general public about the 
haemorrhagic fever, its symptoms and prevention 
methods. 


UNICEF's representative in Angola, Mario Ferrari, said that 
the epidemic was not yet under control and urgently called: for 
more protective clothing for health workers. "Although the overall 
response to the emergency is stepping up, impressively, there is 
still a long way to go before we can claim to have the situation 
under control," he noted. 


"There is now a national campaign being prepared, which 
will contain radio and television messages aimed at the general 
public, concerning general information about the virus, how 
people can protect themselves and how to deal with cases," 
Ferrari said. (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, 
Luanda, April 5) 


c. Police arrest 90 illegal foreigners: At least 
90 foreign citizens who were residing illegally in the 
country were expelled in an operation carried out 
by the National Police, April 3, in northern Cabinda 
Province. 


According to superintendent Raimundo Feliciano, 60 are 
citizens from the Democratic Republic of Congo and 30 from 
Congo Brazzaville. They were handed over to the authorities for 
repatriation. Under the same operation, the National Police 
seized two citizens in possession of drugs and a AKM riffle. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, April 4) 


d. Food aid accord with EU: The European 
Union and the Angolan Ministry of Agriculture, 
March 30, signed in Luanda an agreement for the 
financing of the Food Assistance and Security 
Re-launching Programme, estimated at 11 million... 
Euros. - 


The referred programme is about the implementation of 10 
projects in the provinces of Huila and Benguela, to be carried 
out in two.phases, being five for 2005 and the equal number for 
the next three, years. The programme is under the NGO Care, 
World Vision, ‘\éco/Adra, Solidarits and ACH, agencies that work 
in food relief programmes. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, 
March 31) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1621] 


- * BURUNDI 


a. Government resumes military cooperation 
with Belgium: Belgian Minister of Defence Andr 
Flahaut and his Burundian counterpart, Vincent 
Niyungeko, signed a letter of intent, March 29, to 
resume military cooperation, which was suspended 
in 1972. 


"We have the same partnership with Congo (DR) and 
Rwanda-Burundi had been left out," Flahaut said during the 
signing in the Burundian capital, Bujumbura. He was on a 
one-day visit to the country. Flahaut told reporters that military 
cooperation, which he described as a partnership, would 
contribute to the restoration of peace and stability in the region. 
The two countries, he said, would set up a partnership 
programme "in the near future", to begin training Burundian army 
Officers and cadets at the Belgium Royal Military Academy and 
the Royal Defence Institute in Belgium. Belgian instructors would 
also go to Burundi to train military trainers, he added. 


Belgium suspended military cooperation with Burundi follow- 
ing the 1972 genocide. The Burundian army, then dominated by 
a Tutsi minority, was accused of perpetrating the massacres. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, 
March 30) ` 
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b. Tanzania forced 9 DPs to return to Burundi: 
Though extremely generous towards some half-a 
million refugees on its Soil, the Tanzanian Govern- 
ment recently. forced two asylum-seeking families 
with genuine reasons to fear persecution to return 
to Burundi, reflecting hardening attitudes among the 
authorities in the East African country, the United 
Nations refugee agency said on Feb 1. 


Representatives from the UN High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees (UNHCR) had interviewed both families, determined that 
their fear of persecution was genuine and had received 
Tanzanian assurances that they would be given asylum. 





` The agency thanked the Government for hosting in camps 
some 400,000 refugees, mainly from Burundi and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), while thousands more lived in 
settlements along the border, but noted that refugees recently 
were ordered to stay in their camps and refrain from any 
commercial activity. (UN News Service, New York, Feb 1) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1621] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. 17 MPs elected in first round of poll: The 
electoral commission of the Central African Republic 
(CAR) announced, April 3, that 17 of 105 parliamen- 
ay A were filled during the first round of general 
elections. 


The chairman of the Mixed independent Electoral Commis- 
sion, Jean Willibiro-Sacko, said the rest would be contested 
during a second round of elections, set for May 1. A run-off 
presidential poll, pitting CAR leader Francois Boziz against 
former Prime Minister Martin Ziguel, will also be held on the 
same day. Willibiro-Sacko said those elected to parliament in the 
first round included former Prime Minister Jean-Paul Ngoupand; 
Mireille Kolingba, the wife of former President Andr Kolingba; 
and a former Speaker of the National Assembly, Luc-Apollinaire 
Dondon-Konamabaye, who served during the administration of 
former President: Angel-Felix Patass. 


Three parties were clearly ahead of the rest after the March 
13 elections. They were Ziguel’s Mouvement de Libration du 
Peuple Centrafricain, Kolingba’s Rassemblement Dmocratique 
Centrafricain and Ngoupand’s Parti de L'unit Nationale. (UN 
Integrated Regional Informaton Networks, Bangui, April 4) 


{Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1597] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Two journalists detained for 24 hours in 
Kinshasa: On March 31, Mdard Ndinga Masakuba 
and Franois Mada, publisher and publication direc- 
tor of the twice-weekly Kinshasa-based newspaper 
La Manchette, were arrested, handcuffed and taken 
into custody at the Kinshasa/Kalamu High Court 
Prosecutor’s Office by six judicial-cum-police offi- 
cers. : 
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` „The two ‘journalists spent the night at the Prosecutor's 


_Office’s detention facility. They were only questioned the next 


day at noon (local time). A judge interrogated them about two 
articles that appeared in issues 661 and 662 of La Manchette. 


The articles dealt with a conflict involving two traditional 
chiefs in the Bulungu territory, in Bandundu province, western 
Democratic Republic of Congo. (Journaliste En Danger, 
Kinshasa, April 4) 


b. 34 die in new Cholera outbreak: At least 34 
people have died from cholera in areas along Lake 
Kivu in the east of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, a senior health official in the affected 
province said on Jan 27. 


Another 2,152 have been infected in the cholera outbreak, 
which began in early January, Dr Guyslain Bisimwa, medical 
inspector for South Kivu Province, told IRIN. 


"The epidemic continues to advance although we are still 
waiting for statistics,” he said, adding that the Fizi area was the 
worst affected, with 19 deaths so far. 


South Kivu's deputy governor, Didas Kaningini Kyoto, who 
described the outbreak as "serious and spreading” said the 
affected areas included the localities of Mwenga - where 12 
deaths had been reported - Uvira, Kabare, Nyangezi, Katudu, 
Kamituga and the provincial capital Bukavu. 


Health and humanitarian agencies have “been helping 
the affected population, Jean-Marc Cordaro, who heads UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in 
Bukavu, said. i 


Hospitals have been providing free medical care, while the 
public was being informed on measures to curtail or prevent 
infection. i 


Cordaro said the fact that the supply of potable water in 
Bukavu had been interrupted for three days last week, and 
that sewage had mixed with the water, had contributed to the 
spread of the disease. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Kinshasa, Jan 27) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1622} 


ETHIOPIA 


a. UN envoy asks for strong action on 
Ethiopia, Eritrea: The United Nations (UN) special 
envoy to Ethiopia and Eritrea asked the international 
community, including the UN Security Council, 
March 31, to take necessary action over Ethiopia 
and Eritrea for lasting peace. 


"The international community at large should take action to 
break the stalemate between Ethiopia and Eritrea," Legwaila 
Joseph Legwaila," said UN special envoy to Ethiopia and Eritrea. 


The envoy told journalists that even if the situation in the 
area remains calm and stable, there is a continuous stalemate 
of the peace process at the moment. Ambassador Legwaila 
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indicated that friends and development partners of. the two 
countries should continue to progs both the Addis Ababa and 
Asmara leaders. : 


"The bilateral friends and development partners of Ethiopia 
and Eritrea as well as countries with clouts should continue their 
effort. for the peace process," Legwaila said. He asked the 
international community to .resolve the six-year old problem. 
(Daily Monitor,.Addis Ababa, April 1) - 

(Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1564:a] ` 

b. Israeli ambassador found critically 
wounded: Israel’s Ambassador to Ethiopia was 
found with a gunshot wound in the head at the 


Addis Ababa Hilton Hotel where he was residing. 
Sources ruled out a terrorist attack. 


The sources told The Daily Monitor that Ambassador Doron 
Gorssman was found shot and bleeding by his security men, 
March 29, in his room at tite Addis Ababa Hilton. (Daily Monitor, 
Addis Ababa, March 31) 


[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1623] 


GAMBIA 


a. Four ministers sworn in: President Yahya 
Jammeh, March 31, presided over the swearing-in 
of four new members of his cabinet at State House 
in Banjul. 


The newly-appointed Attoney General and Secretay of State 
for Justice, Raymond Sock, the Secreatry of State for Local 
Government and Lands, Ismaila Sambou, the Secretary of State 
for Trade, Industry and Employment, Neneh Macdouall-Gaye, 
and the Secretary of State for the Interior, retired colonel 
Baboucarr Jatta, all took the oaths of office. 


Justice minister Sock, on behalf of his colleagues, expressed 
deep gratitude to-President Jammeh for appointing them to their 
high offices. (Gambia Daily News, Banjul; April 4) 

[Previous issue Gambia, page 1611] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Leaders agree on peace, polls in October: 
The war in Ivory Coast is over and Ivorians will hold 
elections in October 2005. 


This was declaration of the different leaders involved in the 
ivory Coast crisis, who concluded talks with President Thabo 
Mbeki of South Africa, the mediator of the Ivorian peace process, 
in Tshwane, April 6. The talks started at the invitation of president 
Mbeki. 


President Mbeki met Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo, 
Prime Minister Seydou Diarra representing the Government of 
National’ Reconciliation, former president Henri Konan Bedie, 
representing the Parti Democratique de Cote d'ivoire (PDCI), 
former Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara of Rassemblement de 
Republicains (RDR) and Minister of State Guillaume Soro, who 
is secretary-general of the New Forces. 


The leaders are smoking a peace pipe after signing the 
Tshwane Agreement, committing themselves to continuing the 
peace process and resolving some of the outstanding issues of 
the Linas-Marcoussis, Accra II and III agreements: (BuaNews, 
Pretoria, April 6) i 


. UN Secretary-General.welcomes. decision to end hos- 
tilities: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, April 6, 
hailed the agreement reached by Ivory Coast leaders meeting 
in South Africa to stop fighting and start disarmament. 


Commenting on the- outcome of discussions, mediated by 
South African President ‘Thabo Mbeki on behalf of the African 
Union (AU), Annan said, through his spokesperson, that he also 
welcomed the decision to begin the immediate dismantling of 
militias. The Secretary-General looked forward to progress in 
the many areas covered in Pretoria, following up on the 
Linas-Marcoussis peace agreément reached in 2003 and the 
Accra Ill Agreement, the statement said. 


Reminding the parties that they had to bear the primary 
responsibility for carrying out the Pretoria agreement, he urged 
them "to implement their commitments promptly and in good 
faith.” 


Meanwhile, in a move to tighten the arms embargo that the 
UN Security Council imposed in November 2004, the UN 
peacekeeping mission there said some of its troops were 
deployed, April 5, near the frontiers with Liberia and Ghana for 
the’first time and conducted inspections of vehicles. UN News 
Service, New York, April 6) 


[Background Info. Invory Coast, page 1517] 

b. New Zealander dies in rebel jail: A New 
Zealander held captive for almost a month by Ivorian 
rebels on suspicion of being a mercenary working 
for the government has died in a rebel jail, Red 
Cross and rebel officials said, April 5. 


A spokesman for the New Forces rebel movement said Brian 
Hamish Sands, 36, had been found dead in his prison cell in 
the northern town of Korhogo, April 4. The New Zealander, who 
was said to have mental health problems, had apparently died ` 
of natural causes, rebel spokesman Amadou Kone said in a - 
statement. 


"The New Forces pledge that all possible light will be shed 
on the actual circumstances of this death, although the 
indications are that he died of natural causes,” Kone said. 


A UN source said Sands’ body had been transferred from 
Korhogo to the rebel capital Bouake in central Ivory Coast. 


Both cities lie in the northern half, which fell to rebel forces 
soon after civil war broke out in September 2002. The southern 
half of the West African country is controlled by forces loyal to 
President Laurent Gbagbo. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bouake, April 5) 


[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1624] 
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` KENYA ; 

- a. ‘Kenyan editor acquitted: The managing 
editor of the Nairobi-based East African Standard’s 
Sunday edition, David Makali, has been acquitted 
of criminal charges emanating ‘from an investigative 
article on the alleged murder of Dr.Crispin 
Odhiambo Mbai, a key player in Kenya’s constitu- 
tional reform process. 


According to the USA-based Committee for the Protection 
of Journalists (CPJ), Nairobi Chief Magistrate Aggrey Muchelule, 
said the case against Makali and John Chemweno, a police 
officer who was also charged, had not been established by the 
prosecution. 


In September 2003, two weeks after Mbai's death, the 
newspaper published leaked excerpts of confessions made by 
suspects it was a political assassination . As a result of the story, 
Makali was detained for two days and charged with stealing a 
police videotape that contained the confessions; the charge was 
later changed to theft of a copy of a tape and handling stolen 
property. (Daily News, Harare, April 6) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page1625] 


LESOTHO 


a. Govt tackles child labour and exploitation: 
The Lesotho government released.two studies, April 
1, highlighting the growing problems of child labour, 
abuse and exploitation. 


The studies, 'Hear Us’ on child domestic workers, and 
"Speaking Out’ on youth sexuality, "allow us to discover the voices 
of the voiceless through young people themselves," said J K 
Thabane, principal secretary of the Ministry of Gender and Youth, 
Sports and Recreation (MOGYSR) at the launch. 


"The studies revealed the hardship endured by children and 
young people as they become more and more reliant on various 
forms of labour to sustain their poverty- and HIV/AIDS-stricken 
families. The CDW [child domestic worker] study uncovered the 
highly abusive nature of relationships existing between many 
CDWs and their employers," noted a UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) statement. 


"The Youth, Gender and Sexuality Study unveiled the 
often-controversial issues of gender, sexuality, prostitution and 
youth behaviour and attitudes: Both will inform national legisla- 
tions, and programmes,” the agency noted. (UN integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, April 1) 


[Previous issue Lesotho, page 1625] 


LIBERIA 


a. NTLA passes Firestone Bill: Report ema- 
nating from the Capito! Building said the controver- 
‘sial Firestone Bill has been overwhelmingly passed 
by the National Transitional Legislative Assembly. 
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The report said the Bill was passed following four hours of 
heated debate on the relevant issues such as medical benefits, 
housing, the welfare of workers and educational facilities among 
others. 


According to the NTLA’s Standing Committee Chairman on 
investment and Concession, Grand Kru Assemblyman Thomas 
Nah Nimley, the Bill was reintroduced as a result of a letter to 
the body from Bomi Assemblyman Sando-Johnson, who heads 
the NTLA’s Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 


According to the report both Reps. Nimley and Johnson took 
the stand to explain their report which was published and pel 
on the floor for discussion. 


The two men defended the report which outlined Firestone’s 
operation since its establishment in 1926. (Inquirer, Monrovia, 
April 6) 


[Previous issue Liberia, page 1626] 


MALAWI 


a. President arrests two reporters for ghost 
rumours: The Malawi President, Bingu wa 
Mutharika, returned home to a flurry of news reports 
that he had fled his 300-room palace because he 
believed it was haunted by ghosts. 


Two journalists quoted the President's religious adviser as 
saying that the President had summoned religious: leaders to 
exorcise evil spirits. 


Determined to bury the story, officials dispatched 20 police 
officers before dawn on March 15 to arrest two journalists in the 
nation’s largest city, Blantyre, in southern Malawi. 


The reporters were hauled 480 kilometres to a police station 
in Lilongwe, the capital city, jailed for a night, and now face 
possible criminal charges under a colonial-era statute that makes 
it illegal to ridicule the President. 


Now the question is not so much whether Mutharika believes 
in ghosts but whether he really believes in freedom of the press. 
(New York Times Service/Asian Age, New Delhi, March 31) 


(Background Info. Malawi, page 1626} 
{Previous issue Malawi, page 1626] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Journalist arrested and interrogated: Mo- 
hammed Lemine Ould Mahmoudi, a freelance 
journalist and two others were arrested and inter- 
rogated in the Mededra region, March 13, in the 
south-west of Mauritania, by the local gendarmerie 
while investigating a slavery case. 


The other two were Aiichatou Mint El Hader, a teacher and 
Moya Mint Boyah, wife of Oumar Ould Yali, an opposition senator 
of the Popular Progressive Alliance (PPA). 

Mohammed Lemine was arrested after interviewing and 
obtaining a written account of the experiences of a young female 
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slave, Jabhallah Mint Mohammed, who had allegedly been made 
to work without salary and also mistreated by her masters. 


Following the arrest and interrogation the slave and her 
husband appeared on national television to deny the contents 
of the written account and accused Lemine of manipulating them 
into saying that they were slaves. 


"They woke us up in the middle of the night to make us say 
that we were slaves. They gave us an envelope saying it 
contained 30,000 Ouguiyas (approximately US$115). They took 
pictures of us and then ran away" the couple alleged. 
(international Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing 
House, Toronto, March 24) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1627] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. More companies sign up for natural gas: 
After the Mozal aluminium smelter, the pioneer in 
the use of natural gas in Mozambique, other 
industries in the southern city of Matola will shortly 
benefit from the gas, which is piped from fields in 
Inhambane province. 


Among the companies that have already signed contracts 
with the distributor, the Matola Gas Company (MGC), are the 
FASOL vegetable oil factory, the dairy products and fruit juice 
company, Parmalat, and the food processing concerns, the 
Companhia Industrial de Matola, and Pilivi. The managing 
director of MGC, Bruno Morgado, said, April 4, that these 
companies will begin to use the gas as from May 1, after the 
work to connect them to the gas pipeline is concluded. 


The gas comes off the pipeline that runs from Inhambane to 
Secunda in South Africa. A branch from the main pipeline begins 
at Ressano Garcia, on the South African border and runs to a 
substation at the locality of Mussumbuluco, which was inaugu- 
rated in March. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, 
Maputo, April 4) 


b. Cocaine seized at Maputo airport: The 
Mozambican customs service, April 2, seized 1.8 
kilos of cocaine from a passenger disembarking at 
Maputo International Airport, according to a report 
in Domingo. . 


According to a source in customs, the drug was carried by 
a 40 year-old woman. The report gave neither her name nor her 
nationality. She had picked up the cocaine in Brazil, and had 
flown to Maputo via Johannesburg. (Agencia de Informacao 
de Mocambique, Maputo, April 3) 


c. NGO plans caravan to G8 summit: Mozam- 
bique is one of the countries on the route of a 
"caravan" of the British-based NGO Action Aid 
International (AAI), designed to take the voice of 
Africa to the summit of the G8 group of most 
industrialised countries, to be held in Britain in July. 


The director of the Mozambican office of Action Aid, Roberto 
Luis, said in Maputo, March 31, that the caravan will be launched 
in Johannesburg by the former South African President, Nelson 
Mandela, and will journey through Mozambique, Malawi, Tanza- 
nia, Uganda, Kenya, Italy, and end in Britain. This expedition, 
baptised as "Get on Board", aims at collecting opinions intended 
to make the leaders of the G8 sensitive to African problems. 


"This initiative is a unique opportunity for Mozambicans and 
Africans in general to legitimately demand from the most 
industrialised countries in the world that they stop perpetuating 
poverty and make it a thing of the past", Luis said’ (Agencia de 
Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, March 31) 


[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1627] 


NAMIBIA 


a. 38 Namibians infected with tuberculosis 
daily: Thirty-eight people get TB each day in 
Namibia while at least one out of 11 die during 
treatment. 


The statistics were revealed by the new Health Minister, 
Richard Kamwi, when he launched the first five-year strategic 
plan for fighting TB, March 30. 


The ceremony also marked the official commemoration of 
World TB Day. Namibia did not have much to celebrate. Kamwi 
described the dual infection of TB and HIV as an “emerging 
crisis" in the country and said it was time that policy makers 
were sensitised to the threat. He said the dual infection of TB 
and HIV threatened to seriously undermine the gains that have 
been made in the last 10 years. 


TB is often the first disease to develop in HIV-infected 
persons when their immunity wanes, and is also the main cause 
of death of people living with HIV. Some 45 per cent of Namibia’s 
TB patients were found to be HIV positive when a survey was 
done in 1998. 


"The Ministry of Health and Social Services has, since 
Independence, done what is possible to treat and educate the 
nation on TB. 


However, with time we also realised that the situation calls 
for a better response than has been the case so far," Kamwi 
said. (Namibian, Windhoek, March 31) 


[Previous issue Namibia, page 1627] 


NIGER 


a. Director of alternative media group jailed: 
Moussa Tchangari, Director of the Alternative Media 
Group, was jailed, March 29, at the Penal Camp 
in Daikaina, located about 160km from Niamey. 


Tchangari who was charged on two counts of "undermining 
the authority of the state and calling for an unarmed gathering”, 
is also the Communication Secretary of the Democratic Coalition 
of the Civil Society of Niger (CDSCN), one of the organizations 
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calling for the withdrawal of the value added tax imposed on 
food products, water and electricity early in 2005. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)-Ni- 
ger source, Radio France International, (RFI), had broadcast an 
interview with the journalist in which he had asserted that the 
arrests of civil society leaders would not discourage citizens from 
demonstrating and demanding their righis. 


On March 26, four members of the national police went to 
Tchangari's office and demanded that he follow them, without 
showing any arrest warrant. He was sent to the Criminal 
Investigation Department, where three leaders of civil society 
were being detained for organizing demonstrations in protest 
against the high cost of living. (Media Foundation for West 
Africa, Accra, March 31) 


CPJ condemns crackdown on media coverage: The 
Committee to Protect Journalists has condemned ongoing 
attempts by Niger authorities to repress independent media 
coverage of protests against a new tax on basic foodstuffs, 
including water and flour. 


Police in the capital, Niamey, shuttered the offices of the 
privately run Radio Alternative, March 30. No reason was given 
for the closure, according to a source at the station reached by 
CPJ, but employees believe it may be linked to the March 26 
arrest of Moussa Tchangari, who directs the station’s parent 
company, Alternative. (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, March 30) 


{Previous issue Niger, page 1613] 


NIGERIA 


a. Nigeria, US sign nuclear collaboration 
pact: Officials of the Nigerian Nuclear Regulatory 
Authority (NNRA) and their US counterparts in 
Abuja, signed the Basic Ordering Agreement (BOA), 
April 5, which formally marks the start of a 
collaborative and cooperative effort between the two 
countries in the area of nuclear security and safety 
of nuclear installations and radioactive sources in 
the country. 


According to a statement issued by the spokesperson of 
NNRA, Ms Gbemisola Erinoso-Babalola, the Director-General 
of (NNRA), Prof. Shamsudeen Elegba signed for Nigeria, while 
Jay Wertenberger of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
signed for the US. 


Nigeria’s justice minister, Chief Akinlolu Olujimi, witnessed 
the signing ceremony. (Nigeria First, Abuja, April 6) 


b. EEC, Nigerian airline sign lease agreement: 
in a bid to fortify its operations, one of the six airlines 
designated on the international routes by Federal 
Government, Afrijet, has signed a lease-purchase 
agreement with Eurpoean Economic Commission 
(EEC). 


The agreement, which is for the purchase of two A330-300ER 
aircraft, is coming on the heels of the acquisition of 30 per cent 
stake of Afrijet by European Airways. 


An inside source told This Day that the tripartite agreement, 
which was signed in Madrid, Spain, involved EEC, European 
Airways and Afrijet. 


EEC President, Enrique Aquirezabala signed on behalf of 
the commission while Captain Pire Sabotoni and Captain Willy 
Beny Noelle (Managing Director of Afrijet) signed for European 
Airways and Afrijet. 


EEC is financing the lease-purchase of the two A330-300ER 
aircraft which is the first leg of the lease-finance agreement for 
a total of four aircraft to be used by Afrijet on regional and 
intercontinental operations. 


Afrijet, it was disclosed, will take delivery of the two A330-300 
aircraft in June. (This Day, Lagos, April 5) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1628] 


RWANDA 


a. 179 sentenced, one acquitted by Gacaca 
courts: The semi-traditional Gacaca courts, which 
were given the task of trying the majority of those 
suspected to have taken part in the 1994 genocide, 
have sentenced 179 suspects and acquitted one 
since the trials opened. 


Official sources in Kigali told Hirondelle News Agency that 
the acquittal and the sentencing of 34 of the accused took place 
March 10, the first day of trials. 


“As of March 23, we had managed to wrap up 180 cases", 
said Anastase Balinda, head of the documentation unit in the 
National Service of Gacaca Jurisdictions (NSGJ). 


"So far, the sentences passed range between one and 30 
years in jail", he said, adding that the trials of another 126 were 
still going on. Thirty years is the maximum sentence that can 
be passed by the tribunals. "Five people so far have been given 
the maximum sentence", said Balinda. (Hirondelle News 
Agency, Lausanne, March 29) 


{Background Info. Rwanda, page 1628:a] 
[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1628 


SENEGAL | 


a. Cholera epidemic fails to dissuade pilgrims 
from flocking to Touba: Hundreds of thousands 
of Senegalese pilgrims descended on Touba, a 
Muslim shrine some 100 kilometres east of the 
capital Dakar, disregarding a cholera epidemic that 
has peel raging in the area for the past three 
months. 


Several fire brigade trucks distributed clean drinking water 
to the pilgrims who came by car, bus and truck from every region 
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of Senegal for the annual pilgrimage of the influential Mouride 
brotherhood, which reached its climax, March 28 and March 29. 


Most of them slept in the open air for up to three nights, 
while they prayed at the shrine of Cheikh Ahmadou Bamba, the 
founder of the Mourides and a hero of Senegalese nationalism, 
who was buried at Touba following his death in 1927. 


The government taid on plastic tanks of disinfected water for 
pilgrims to wash in before eating. But no special latrine or toilet 
facilities were laid on for the crowds who mobbed the town, which 
is dominated by an imposing mosque. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Touba, March 31) 


[Previous issue Senegal, page 1602] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Army officer accused of torture: Police in 
Kenema have charged Lieutenant Alex Coker and 
two of his bodyguards, Ansu Bangali and Salifu 
Samura after they allegedly tortured a diamond 
miner in Normoh Farma, one Musa Keitta early 
February 2005. 


They appeared, March 29, before Magistrate David Carew 
at the Magistrate Court in Kenema charged with wounding with 
intent. Their file was first sent to state counsel, Monsred Sesay 
in Bo for advice before the matter was referred to court. 

~ Kéitta”Gould however not appear in court as a result of his 

illness. It could be recalled that Lt. Coker was detained early in 
March after it was reported that he applied a torched rubber on 
Keitta’s skin. Keitta alleged that Coker tortured him because he 
caught a friend of his, one Morrison Dennis, a Liberian making 
love to his wife Adama Keitta in his own bedroom. (Concord 
Times, Freetown, April 1) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1629] - 


SOMALIA 


a. Six more killed in Mandera clan clashes: 
At least six people were killed in clan fighting in 
Mandera District after Garre militiamen raided Lafey 
division. 

Four of the raiders were among those killed in the attack. 
The civilians were Ms Hodhan Ahmed, 27, a mother of three 
and Quresha Issack. The attack, by uniformed Garre militiamen 
from neighbouring Somali town of Burhache, is suspected to be 
a revenge for the killing of 23 people in El-golicha two weeks 
ago. Speaking to the Press at Lafey trading centre, District 
Commissioner Kimani Waweru said the attackers crossed from 
Somalia and raided Bulla Koom, killing the two and wounding 
four others, before they were repulsed by security forces. 


The raided village is host to hundreds of displaced Murrule 
families dislodged from isiolo in 2000. (East African Standard, 
Nairobi, March 31) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1629] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Govt extends gun amnesty: South Africans 
in possession of illegal guns got another reprieve 
after government extended the firearms amnesty 
from April 1 to June 30. 


Safety and Security Minister Charles Nqakula announced the 
extension after consultation with top management within his 
ministry and the South African Police Service (SAPS). 


The extension is based upon official statistics indicating 
"significant" increases in illegal guns being handed in over the 
last few days of March. 


"During a 23 hour period ending 06.00 March 30, illegal guns 
handed in jumped by 14.1 per cent, from 9 466 to 10,801. 


The following six hour period ending 12.30 the same day 
resulted in an even more dramatic increase of 13.2 per cent 
from 10,801 to 12,235," said the ministry in a statement. 


Given the trends, the ministry deemed it appropriate to 
extend the amnesty to afford individuals and organisations an 
opportunity to surrender illegal firearms and ammunition to avoid 
prosecution. 


The amnesty period has seen 14, 987 illegal guns and 22,520 
legally owned guns voluntarily handed over to police while 8,683 
guns were confiscated. (BuaNews, Pretoria, April 3) 


{Background Info. South Africa, page 1615:a] 
[Previous issue South Africa, page 1629] 


SUDAN 


a. Beja people’s problems exacerbated by 
rebels: The Beja, a semi-nomadic group of people, 
who live in rebel-held areas of eastern Sudan need 
a huge amount of humanitarian assistance, a 
representative from the International Rescue Com- 
mittee (IRC) said, April 5. 

Although Beja can be found throughout northeast Africa, tens 
of thousands are currently trapped in an area of eastern Sudan 


near the Eritrean border, held by Sudanese rebels since the late 
1990s. 


Only two NGOs, both based in Eritrea, are able to access 
the 15,000 sq km area at the moment, one of which is the 
IRC. 


The organisation estimates the Beja population in the area 
to be between 45,000 and 186,000 people. 


"it is the most under-served, most remote area that | have 
ever worked in, with huge humanitarian needs - even on basic 
issues of nutrition and safe water, up to more complex health 
and education needs,” said Fergus Thomas, IRC programme 
coordinator for northeast Sudan. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Asmara, April 6) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1630] 
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TANZANIA 


a. Violence in Zanzibar stops voter registra- 
tion: The electoral body in Tanzania’s semi-autono- 
mous island of Zanzibar stopped registering voters, 
April 5, following a number of violent political 
incidents, including an attack on a registration 
centre near the capital Stone Town. 


The Zanzibar Electoral Commission said voter registration 
was being suspended for a few days to “avoid unnecessary 
friction". 


Tensions are rising between supporters of two main parties, 
the ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) and the Civic United 
Front (CUF), the main opposition party. 


Zanzibari voters are scheduled to take part in national 
elections in October along with voters in the rest of Tanzania. 


The Zanzibar Urban West regional police commander, 
George Kizuguto, said the home of CUF leader Abbas Muhunzi 
was attacked and set ablaze, April 3. 


"Muhunzi, his wife and five children escaped unhurt although 
his elderly father was beaten by assailants with iron bars," 
Kizuguto added. 


On April 4, a crowd of some 400 people attempted to break 
into a voter registration centre. Unofficially, the Zanzibar police 
said the people were CUF supporters disgruntled over what they 
claimed to be voter registration fraud. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Dar Es Salaam, April 6) 


{Previous issue Tazania, page 1583] 


TOGO 


a. Pre-eelction violence: Scattered incidents of 
pre-election viclence broke out across Togo, April 
1, as ordinary citizens complained of being denied 
voters’ cards: to cast their ballot in a landmark 
presidential election due in three weeks time. 


Opposition and human rights leaders voiced concern that the 
poll might be rigged. 


The Togolese League of Human Rights and members of the 
public who telephoned local radio stations reported several 
clashes between police and protesters who claimed that they 
had been denied voters’ cards at registration centres where the 
electoral roll is being updated. 


“Tension is mounting across the country and we are 
concerned,” Sylvestre Zoumou, deputy head of the Togolese 
League of Human Rights, said. 


"The conditions for a free and fair election have not 
yet been met, many voters are not being given their 
cards." (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Lome, April 1) 

[Background Info. Togo, page 1616:a] 
[Previous issue Togo, page 1630] 





TUNISIA 


a. IFEX mission finds ‘serious concerns’ for 
WSIS summit: A fact-finding mission to Tunisia 
undertaken by members of the International Free- 
dom of Expression Exchange (IFEX) has found 
“serious cause for concern" about the current state 
of freedom of expression and of civil liberties in the 
country, including gross restrictions on freedom of 
the press, media, publishing and the Internet. 


The visit, which took place from 14 to 19 January was the 
first of the IFEX Tunisia Monitoring Group and was organised 
in preparation for the World Summit on the Information Society 
(WSIS), a United Nations intergovernmental conference to be 
held in Tunis in November 2005. 


The purpose of the visit was to evaluate the state of freedom 
of expression in Tunisia and to assess the conditions for 
participation in the summit. 


Consisting of representatives of Egyptian Organisation for 
Human Rights (EOHR), the Writers in Prison Committee of 
International PEN (WiPC), International Publishers Association 
(IPA), Norwegian PEN, World Association of Community Radio 
Broadcasters (AMARC) and the World Press Freedom Commit- 
tee (WPFC), the delegation met with Tunisian writers, publishers 
and human rights organisations, as well as government officials 
and government-sponsored agencies. (International Freedom - 
of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, Jan 28) 


[Previous issue Tunisia, page 1616} 


UGANDA 


a. No more ceasefire, says army: The army 
is not interested in any more ceasefire with the LRA 
rebels, the army spokesman has said. 


Shaban Bantariza said, "We have done it several times with 
no fruits. So why should we do it again?" 


He was responding to a call recently by a coalition of Civil 
Society Organisations for Peace in Northern Uganda (CSOPNU) 
that the government declare another ceasefire to get the peace 
process on course. 


"We urge the government to offer an extended ceasefire as 
an incentive for the LRA leadership to re-establish contacts. Only 
a substantial ceasefire will enable negotiators to build confidence 
and work together to plan a process for long-term peace," the 
CSOPNU statement read. But Bantariza said such extension 
would be of no purpose going by past experiences. 


"We encourage them (CSOPNU) to declare their cease- 
fire if they wish. For us we are not ready," Bantariza said. 
(New Vision, Kampala, April 6) 


b. Seven PRA suspects jailed: Another group 
of seven suspected People’s Redemption Army 
(PRA) rebels has been remanded to Luzira Prison 
on charges of treason. 
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The group that appeared before Buganda Road Court 
Magistrate Susan Kanyange include, Lt. Geoffrey Kamugisha 
Napoleon, formerly attached to UPDF Sth Division in Pader 
district, Charles Katwiga, Deus Nyerebere and Asiimwe 
Bakera. : 


Others are Emmanuel Turyahikayo, James Tibenderana 
Arinaitwe alias Kazini and Christopher Turyarugayo. They were 
not allowed to answer to the charges because the case they are 
charged with is only triable by the High Court. 


Prosecution led by Robert Mackay told court that the above 
suspects and others still at large between March 2003 and March 
2005 in the districts of Kabale, Kasese, Rukungiri, Bushenyi and 
Kampala plotted to overthrow the government of Uganda by force 
of arms. 


Prosecution further alleges that the men had established a 
training camp in Muramagambo forest in Bushenyi district and 
they were disseminating intelligence information to the Peoples 
Redemption Army led by exiled former presidential candidate Dr 
Kiiza Besigye. (Monitor, Kampala, April 4) 

c. Fire leaves 6,000 IDPs homeless: At least 
6,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in north- 
ern Uganda have been left homeless as a result of 
fires, since January 2005. 


This is contained in the latest issue of "Health Action in 
Northern.Uganda," a.publication of the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). s 


The newsletter was officially launched, April 5. The publica- 
tion says about 800 huts were burnt in Parabongo IDP camp 
between March 5 and 6 while another 400 got destroyed in 
Coope camp. Both Parabongo and Coope are north of Gulu 
town. 


Opit and Bobi camps situated 22 km east and 26 km south 
of Gulu town also suffered a similar fates. 


The most devastating fires according to WHO were at Acet 
camp, 44km, east of Gulu town were an estimated 2,000 grass 
thatched huts were burnt destroying food and property. (Monitor, 
Kampala, April 5) 

d. Flights over Entebbe banned: The Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) has banned the use of the 
a Entebbe Airport by Congo-bound commercial 
planes. 


In a letter to transport minister John Nasasira on March 
21, CAA chief Ambrose Akandonda said the directive was 
effective March 31. The ban affects Air Navettee, Showa Trade 
Air, Volga Atlantic and Services Air. Akandonda said the ban 
was decided by the board of governors meeting chaired by 
Nasasira on March 715. 


"Following the normalisation of air links between Uganda and 
the Congo (DR), it has become necessary that only companies 
which operate aircraft that comply with ICAO Standards and 
Recommended Practices (SARPs) should operate services 


between Uganda and DRC," Akandonda said. He advised 
the affected operators to acquire an Air Services Licenca 
(ASL) and Air Operators Certificate (AOC). He said all 
commercial operations must be based at the new airport 
terminal. (New Vision, Kampala, April 5) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1631] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Mugabe gets two-thirds majority: President 
Robert Mugabe's ruling party, April 2, won a 
two-thirds majority in parliamentary elections. 


That gave him enough seats to press ahead with his plans 
to change Zimbabwe's constitution to further strengthen his grip 
on power. 


According to interim results released, the ruling Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) won 71 seats, 
compared to 39 for the Opposition Movement for Democratic 
Change. 


An independent candidate gained one seat and nine resu ts 
were still outstanding for the 120-seat chamber. Mugabe has the 
power to fill another 30 seats. 


Mugabe has long said he aimed for a two-thirds majority to 
enable him to amend: the constitution and establish a second 
parliamentary chamber—a senate. Critics accuse him of wanting 
to pack the chamber with his cronies. 


Zimbabwe's main Opposition MDC was meeting to decide 
how to press its claims that it was robbed of victory. Its total fell 
short of the 57 seats it won in the last parliamentary election in 
2000. 


It has shied from confrontation after past street protests were 
violently crushed, preferring to fight its battles in the courts—now 
packed with judges sympathetic to Mugabe. Much will depend 
on whether Zimbabweans believe their votes were ignored, and 
whether that moves them to protest or leaves them bitterly 
resigned. 


"The government has fraudulently, once again, betrayed the 
people,” Movement for Democratic Change leader Morgan 
Tsvangirai charged. "We believe the people of Zimbabwe must 
defend their vote and their right to free and fair elections”. 


Critics accuse Mugabe of ruining the once-prosperous 
Zimbabwe by a chaotic seizure of white farms for landless blacks 
and economic mismanagement. 


Zimbabwe, once a regional breadbasket, is now crippled by 
huge inflation, unemployment and food and fuel shortages. 


Mugabe blames his Western critics for sabotaging the 
economy and had demanded a crushing ZANU-PF victory to 
see off the challenge from the MDC, which he pillories as a 
British puppet. 


The MDC says the whole electoral process favoured 
ZANU-PF and the 5.78 million-strong voting roll was inflated with 
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1 million "ghcst voters". It also questioned why tens of thousands 
of voters were turned away from polling stations. 


Regional observers from the Southern African Development 
Committee (SADC), who ‘had been expected to give the poll a 
clean bill of health, expressed concern. 


"The picture that emerged at the close of the poli was an 
election day which was peaceful. Notwithstanding these initial 
observations of SADC observer mission is however concerned 
with the number of people who are turned away from polling 
stations," the mission said in a statement. 


US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said in a statement: 
"The independent press was muzzled; freedom of assembly was 
constrained; food was used as a weapon to sway hungry voters; 
and millions of ‘Zimbabweans who have been forced by the 
nation's economic collapse to emigrate were disenfranchised”. 


Even so, campaigning and voting were generally free of the 
violence’ that marred parliamentary polls in 2000 and Mugabe’s 
re-election in 2002. The conduct of those elections is at the root 
of Mugabe's international isolation. (Deccan Herald, Bangalore, 
April 3) 


US Observer Mission condemns poll: The United States 
Observer mission to Zimbabwe's recent elections has denounced 
the manner in which the parliamentary poll was conducted saying 
it was fraught with irregularities irrespective of the peace that 
prevailed throughout the country. 


In a press statement, the US Embassy in Harare said its 
observers had noted "several patterns of irregularities that raised 
concerns about the freeness and fairness of the process". 


"Of particular concern was a lack of transparency in the 
tabulation of vote counts," the embassy said. "The US observers 
were excluded from observing counts in four polling stations. 


Where they were admitted, observers and officials, including 
party representatives and neutral domestic observers were 
locked in the polling station and not permitted to communicate 
with anyone outside.” (Daily News, Harare, April 6) 


[Background Info.. Zimbabwe, page 1631:a] 


FILABUSI (Zimbabwe): Election raises ques- 
tion of fairness: If this is an pl ger of tyranny, it 
A was not immediately obvious in this 
Spotlight remote village buried in Zimbabwe's 
hilly south-west flank. 


in a clearing amid donkey carts, high bushes, and at least 
3,000 peasants, Zimbabwe's sole political opposition leader, 
Morgan Tsvangarai, delivered a throw-the-bums-out speech 
aimed at crucial parliamentary elections at the end of March 
2005. After 25 years of rule by President Robert G Mugabe's 
party, the Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front, “the 
money you are using presently is as good as old newspapers," 
he cried. "The grain silos are full of cobwebs. There is no harvest 
this year". 


_ It was a perfect image of what Mugabe, 81, promises for the 
elections on March 31, possibly his last as president: an honest 
campaign to rebut accusations that he has devolved into a 
dictator. 


When Tsvangarai last campaigned three years ago, govern- 
ment-run youth gangs routed supporters with clubs and party 
members lost homes and even lives to midnight arsonists. On 
that day, the police briefly detained a few slogan-signing 
supporters, but otherwise stood idly by. 


But there is a vast difference between an obviously peaceful 
election and a fair one. And with the potentially defining moment 


‘for Mugabe fast approaching, there is mounting evidence that 


the raucous campaigning masks an expansive effort by his party 
to rig the outcome. 


Both independent analysts and members of Tsvangarai’s 
party, the Movement for Democratic Change, or MDC cite 
growing barriers to a fair ballot. 


They say that polling places are scarce in opposition 
strongholds; that two in five enrolled voters are suspect; that 
Zimbabwe's vast, mostly anti-Mugabe disapora is barred from 
voting; that the 8,500 election observers are limited to those, 
like Russians and close African allies, who are likely to ensure 
a government victory. Most Westerners are excluded from 
witnessing the vote. 


Foreign journalists are effectively banned from Zimbabwe 
under threat of arrest (though many enter the country as tourists). 
Government-run media are heavily biased; broadcast interviews 
with opposition figures mysteriously drown in static. 


There is dearth of independent judges to rule on election 
complaints. Election oversight is split among a bevy of 
commissions largely staffed with Mugabe’s cronies. 


Most importantly, perhaps, the government controls the 
biggest incentive to undecided voters: the distribution of almost 
all emergency food in a nation where, agricultural experts say, 
4 people in 10 are unsure where to find their next meal. 


Given such advantages, "they probably believe they have 
won the election and that creating freer conditions on the 
immediate eve of the election will not hurt," said Reginald 
Matchaba-Hove, chairman of the Zimbabwe Election Support 
Network, a coalition of pro-democracy groups. "The assumption 
on Mugabe's side is that he will get a two-thirds majority in 
parliament any way”. 


Many see Mugabe's relaxed attitude as a calculated gamble 
by someone supremely confident of victory.. Of the 150 seats in 
Parliament, ZANU-PF holds 98, including 30 whose occupants 
are government-appointed and are not being contested. The 
MDC has a bare 51 seats, down six from the last election. 


The voter rolls are crucial—and contentious. A computerized 
study in January of 100,000 registered voters by the FreeZim 
Support Group, a pro-democracy organization, concluded. that 
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as. many as 2 million of Zimbabwe's 5.6 million registered voters 
are suspect. The.group estimates that 800,000 voters are dead, 
300,000 are listed more than once and more than 900,000 do 
not live at their recorded addresses. 


Opposition efforts to challenge the lists have proved futile. 
David Coltart, an MDC legislator from Bulawayo, dispatched 
supporters house-to-house to verify his region's rolls. The police 
arrested them within hours, saying he needed permission for 
political gatherings. Armed with a court order, he re-deployed 
the team—and they were arrested again. 


"The MDC is just losing direction", said Margaret, a jobless 


28-year-old single mother of two in Bulawayo who once worked 
for the ZANU-PF. "ZANU-PF will regain three-quarters of the 
seats they lost" in the 2000 elections, she said. 


One reason, she said, is Zimbabweans’ reverence for 
Mugabe, their liberator from white rule, widespread chaos 
notwithstanding. "If your father rapes someone, you do not shun 
him", she said. "He's still your father". She refused to give her 
last name. ` 


But if this election hinges on anything, many say, it may be 
food—or the lack of it. One year ago, Mugabe ordered the World 
Food Programme to stop distributing most food aid, stating that 
Zimbabwe was self-sufficient. 


In fact, outside experts agree, the opposite was true. As he 
stood in the crowd at the Filabusi rally, Ngwenya, a 52-yar-old 
farmer with seven children who would give only his first name, 
said, "A people’s government must first see if people are eating". 
(Michael Wines and Sharon LaFraniere in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, March 26) 


b. Foreign journalists complain about media 
gag: An international organization representing 
foreign correspondents, the .Foreign Correspon- 
dent's Association (FCA), has condemned Zim- 
babwe for allegedly failing to allow a free and open 
media coverage of the recent parliamentary poli. 


"The FCA believes that free and open press coverage of 
elections is a vital part of the democratic process. Zimbabwe fell 
short of that ideal in these elections,” FCA chairman Simon 
Robinson said in a statement. Zimbabwe denied several 
journalists, including reporters from the BBC, CBS, the Associ- 
ated Press, Reuters and the Chicago Tribune, accreditation to 
cover the parliamentary poll. 


The FCA's stance against the Zimbabwean government 
comes in the wake of arrests and detention of foreign 
correspondents in Harare. 


Two British journalists have been arrested for working inside 
Zimbabwe without accreditation while four others and several 
other foreign correspondents were denied accreditation to cover 
the controversial poll, won by President Mugabe's Zanu-PF pariy. 


Stephane Barbier and Fanuel Jongwe from Agence 
France Press were detained for more than an hour on the 
evening of March 31, after watching police arrest around 
100 women who had gathered for a prayer meeting. (Daily 
News, Harare, April 6) 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1617:a} 
[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1631] 





ANALYSIS 


Horrors of Africa’s wars 


Innocent, at a makeshift hospital at Bunia (Congo). They 
didn't know it but they represented the two different ways of 
dying in Africa's wars. 


‘| ite were two ailing boys, both appropriately named 


The older of the two Innocents, at 14, was a victim of the 
most obvious killer—violence. He had machete wounds to his 
neck, suffered as he tried to escape the tribal militiamen who 
attacked his village recently. 


Innocent's mother was killed. The men with machetes tried 
to sever Innocent’s neck had a series of deep heck marks when 
he arrived at the hospital in the arms of his father. 


Doctors at the hospital, which is run by Doctors Without 
Borders, rushed him to surgery and managed to bind the wounds. 
They were not yet sure if he would survive. 


The younger Innocent, just 12, was from another village 
overrun by tribal fighters, albeit several years ago. He escaped 


in time to avoid injury. But ever since, this Innocent has lived in 
a camp, huddled together with other displaced people. Still, his 
survival is in doubt. His arms are covered with mosquito bites 
and his blood is full of plasmodium parasites. Malaria kills if left 
untreated, which is often so in war zones like eastern Congo. 


This Innocent will likely survive for now because he made it 
to a hospital. But he will get malaria again, and the wars that 
surround him will continue, and who knows if he will have access 
to a doctor then? 


That is the second way of death in Africa’s wars. Horrible 
though the genocidal spasms in Rwanda and the aerial bombings 
in Sudan have been, the vast majority of those who die in African 
war zones are not killed directly by warriors. Rather, it is the 
disruption that a few thousand armed men in ragtag militias can 
create in the lives of millions of civilians that send so many 
innocents to their graves. 


B 
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In recent months, aid workers have begun providing a clearer 
picture of exactly why so many Africans'die when conflict flares. 
Studies of two different war zones, by Physicians for Human 
Rights and by the International’ Rescue Committee, concluded 
separately that the major blame lies with the conditions created 
by wars in extremely fragile societies. 


The first killer is flight. Desperately poor people are driven 
from their subsistence existence into even more hostile environ- 
- ments as they seek. safety—deep into the forest in the case of 
eastern Congo, across the desert into Chad to escape the 
unfolding violence in Darfur. 


Typically, the few hospitals that may exist are emptied, their 
supplies are looted and members of their staff are forced to run, 
alongside everyone else. Livestock die. Relatives and neighbours 
who depend on each other become separated. 


The numbers who die in Africa's wars are almost too high 
to contemplate. The fighting in Congo—an amalgam of rebel 
insurgencies, tribal rivalries, competition for resources and just 
plain butchery without a cause—has taken an estimated 3.8 
million lives since 1998, making it the most deadly conflict since 
World War Il, the International Rescue Committee estimated. 


Another two million lives have been lost in southern Sudan, 
where a war between the government and rebels lasted 21 years 
before a peace deal was signed in January. And Sudan's Darfur 
region, in the west, has lost more than 200,000 additional lives 
over two years of tribal pillaging. ` 


Fighting in northern Uganda, where rebels who purport to 
fight for the Ten Commandments abduct children to reinforce 
their ranks and chop off the lips and ears of those who dare 
resist, has taken an estimated 100,000 lives. 


Most deaths, the | R C found, were due to maladies that are - 
easily preven-able and treatable in other parts of the world, such . 
as malaria, diarrhea, respiratory infections and malnutrition. Less 


than 2 per cent of the deaths were caused by violence. 


"Life is a nightmare for these people," said Patrick Barbier, 
the chief of mission in Congo for Doctors Without Borders, which 
sees the same statistic borne out in its clinics. “Militias prey on 
the girls. Militias take the people’s food. 


On top of that, they demand weekly taxes. In most area there 
is little or no access to health and even if there is a clinic, people 
have to pay kut have nothing to pay with". 


In Kanyabayonga, near Congo’s border with Rwanda, are 
entire town of 30,000 was emptied of its population in December 
2004. Soldiers, who were fighting other soldiers from the same 
army, looted every hut. They emptied the pharmacies and carried 


away any food they could find. This is the way soldiers who are 


„rarely paid survive. 


It is also the way civilians die. They run in to the forest and 
live amidst the trees. In the case of Kanyabayonga’s population, 
they stayed away for weeks. 


They ate what little they could scrape together. Some of the 
most vulnerable, particularly the children and the elderly, 
succumbed to diseases. They are now buried in the bush. The 
town has been reinhabited, but the desperately poor are now 
poorer than before. 


The weather and landscape are different in Darfur, the site 
of a continuing rebellion, but the dying is the same. Because 
there is no forest to hide in, local Sudanese Muslims fleeing 
militiamen linked to the Arab-led government in Khartoum head 
out into the harsh desert-like terrain. They, too, huddle together 
in camps. (The camp population is now estimated to be 
approaching two million). 


Jan Egeland, the United Nations’ top emergency relief 
Official, estimated in March 2005, that 180,000 people may have 
died in Darfur of illness and malnutrition, far more than the 
estimated 50,000 who may have been shot, stabbed, bombed 
or burned. He ranks Darfur as the second worst humanitarian 
crisis in the world, after Congo. 


In Darfur, Physicians for Human Rights has studied the plight 
of one village near the border with Chad, a place called Durawiya 
that in mid-2003 and early 2004 was a stronghold for one rebel 
group and the site of repeated attack by government troops and 
allied militias. 


Nobody knows for sure how many of the 13,000 people who 
once lived in and around Furawiya, and who are now displaced 
in camps, will outlive the fighting and eventually find their way 


` home. But the study showed that the deaths would likely continue 


for years. 


` The village and everything in it that once kept people 
breathing are destroyed. The livestock, a form of wealth in East 
Africa, were killed, stolen or butchered on the spot. Crops were 
eaten or destroyed. 


Huts were burned. Wells were poiluted. For now, most of 
the people are too scared to go back home. Even if they do, 


- their social structures will be gone, food will be hard to find, 


medical care will be absent and their bodies will be weak. 


No bullet may pierce them, but they will be war victims 
just the same. (Mare Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Dethi, March 26) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Marburg toll rises to 235: About 235 deaths 
were registered in the country from October 13, 
2004 to April 17, 2005 mainly due to Marburg fever. 


Until April 17, health authorities had detected 257 cases, with 
Ulge province being the most infected, with 255, from which 233 
resulted in deaths. The Angolan capital, Luanda, registered six 
cases, Zaire (5), Kwanza-Sul (5) Cabinda (1), Kwanza-Norte and 
Malanje with a case each. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, 
April 18) 

WHO bid to prevent spread of Marburg: Faced with 
reluctance by Angolan families to isolate victims of deadly 
Marburg fever in hospitals, the United Nations health agency 
may introduce a temporary emergency "harm reduction strategy," 
providing protective supplies to homes to stop the worst outbreak 
of the haemorrhagic disease from turning into a full-blown 
epidemic. i i 

Isolation, reducing opportunities for further transmission, are 
among the main tools for controlling Marburg, which is spread 
by close contact such as exposure to the blood and other bodily 
fluids of patients, and for which there is no vaccine or treatment. 
The current outbreak, the deadliest ever, has a mortality rate 
of about 90 per cent. "It is apparent that, for the time being, 
the community does not accept the concept of isolation,” the 
World Health Organization (WHO) said in its latest update on 
the disease. (UN News Service, New York, April 15) 


UNESCO grants US$25,000 to fight haemorrhagic fever 
in Uije: At least US$ 25,000 to help the victims of haemorrhagic 
fever were handed over in Paris to the Angolan Ambassador to 
Unesco, Almerindo Jaka Jamba. 


Unesco Director General, Koichiro Matsuura, handed over 
the amount during a special audience in which Jaka Jamba 
presented his credential letter in his capacity as Ambassador to 
the UN agency. At the meeting, Jaka Jamba also discussed 
with Koichiro Matsuura all aspects related to the cooperation 
accord signed by the two sides, in the ambit of the visit the 
Japanese official paid to Angola in January 2004. (Angola Press 
Agency, Luanda, April 13) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Angola, page 1633] 


BOTSWANA 


a. Bilateral agreements with Mozambique 
signed: Botswana and Mozambique signed two 
bilateral agreements on the abolition of visas and 
the establishment of a joint commission for coop- 
eration in Gaborone, April 14. 


Mozambique's new President Armando Guebuza 
signed the- agreements at the Office of the Presiden: 
` during a visit. >. : 

In his opening remarks, President Festus Mogae said the 
two agreements demonstrate the commitment to expand coop- 
eration and stimulate growth in all aspects of the two countries’ 
relations. n es 


"| have no doubt that the agreements will add impetus to 
ongoing efforts to create an enabling environment for our people 
to interact more with each other and work together for the mutual 
benefit of our countries,” he said. 


Guebuza, who arrived in Gaborone, April 14, for a two-day 
visit acknowledged that the two agreements would go a tong 
way in reaffirming the already existing cooperation between th2 
two countries. (Reporter, Gaborone, April 15) 


- [Previous issue Botswana, page 1621] 


BURUNDI 


a. Senate adopts electoral code: Burundi's 
Senate, the parliament’s upper chamber, voted 
46-0, April 12, to adopt the country's electoral code. 


Three senators abstained. 


However, the senators proposed 60 amendments to the coce 
that could see a delay of the electoral process, due to end cn 
April 22 with presidential elections. 


The chamber took one month to adopt the bill, to which they 
added 20 new articles. 


The Senate was due to debate, April 13, the adoption of a 
second Bill linked to the electoral process, one on communal 
law. í 


The National Assembly, the parliament's lower chamber, 
forwarded the draft Bills on the electoral code and the communal 
law to the Senate on March 15 for adoption. 


During the adoption of the electoral code the senators 
debated Article 6 of the code, with some suggesting that it 
be amended to ban people who benefited from the 
provisional immunity to vote or contest for positions during 
the elections. 


Presenting the proposed amendment during a plenary 
session, the chairman of the commission of senators mandaisd 
to analyse the electoral code, Jean Baptiste Manwangari, said, 
"Allowing them to vote will be perpetuating impunity of crimes". 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, 
April 13) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1633] 


1646 ` African Chronicle 


April 9—22, 2005 





CAMEROON 


a. Limbe police commissioner sacked: The 
Police Commissioner of Limbe, Lawrence Tang 
Enow, who is suspected of shooting a taxi driver on 
April 7, has been dismissed. 


A Presidential decree signed, April 13, relieved Tang of his 
functions, replacing him with Senior Superintendent, Aloysius 
Alemnge, hitherto Inspector General at the Delegation for 
National Security, Yaounde. 


Tang's dismissal came just a day after the Delegate General 
for National Security, Edgar Alain Mebe Ngo’o, signed a 
communique suspending him and four other police officers in 
the Centre Province for a period of three months without salaries. 
(Post, Buea, April 14) 
[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1597] 


CHAD 


a. Government accuses Sudan of backing 
rebels, suspends Darfur mediation: Chad has 
accused Sudan of providing backing for a 3,000- 
strong rebel force operating on the border between 
the two countries, and in retaliation, has suspended 
its mediation in the Darfur conflict. 


"We have decided to suspend our mediation because it is 
difficult to help a country when it is maintaining a rebellion on 
one’s territory,” Ahmat Allami, the Chad mediator in the Darfur 
crisis in western Sudan said, April 11. 


N'Djamena, in a statement, April 8, accused Khartoum of 
recruiting Chadian nationals into Arab militias which are being 
trained just 25 km across the border in the Maktiar region near 
the Sudanese city of El Geneina. A two-year conflict between 
Sudanese government troops allegedly allied to militias and 
non-Arab rebels in Sudan’s western Darfur has left at least 
180,000 people dead in Darfur and sent 200,000 refugees 
streaming into Chad. 


For the past year Chad, whose eastern region has a similar 
ethnic make-up as in western Sudan, has acted as a mediator 
in the crisis between Khartoum and Darfur rebels fighting to end 
what they have called marginalisation and discrimination by the 
state. (UN integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Ndjamena, April 11) 

Darfur refugees in Chad plead with senior UN official for 
water, food, education: Water, food, education for children and 
lack of firewood topped a litany of concerns that the senior United 
Nations refugee official heard on a visit to camps in Chad, where 
200,000 people have sought refuge from the two-year conflict in 
Sudan's western Darfur region. 

On the final stop of a five-day mission to the region, Acting 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Wendy Cham- 
berlin assured that the agency and its partners were doing 
everything they can to improve the situation while they await the 
day that they can safely go home to Darfur. 

She visited UNHCR's field office in the town of Iriba and met 
refugees in the Touloum camp. In Darfur on April 20, Ms 


Chamberlin called on the international community to contribute 
more money for humanitarian relief for the crisis, which began 
two years ago when rebels took up arms, partly in protest against 
the distribution of economic resources, but has since been 
compounded by armed militia attacks on villages which have 
uprooted more than 1.8 million people ‘internally beyond the . 
200,000 who fled into Chad. (UN News Service, New York, 
April 22) 

[Previous issue Chad, page 1598] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Three killed, thousands displaced as army 
takes on militia group: Two militiamen and a 
civilian died, April 15, after a seven-hour shootout 
between Congolese national army troops and Union 
Patriotiques de Congolais (UPC) militias in a 
gold-rich territory of the northeastern district of Ituri, 
displacing thousands of people. 


Most of the displaced, mostly women and children, fled 
towards the territory of Mudzi Pela and to camps for internally 
displaced people (IDPs) in Bunia, the main town in Ituri. Others 
fled to zones controlled by ex-militiamen in the north of the 
district. 


"| fled naked with my husband," Neema Rebecca, a civilian 
who is pregnant, said. "I fear returning home at the moment, 
because [militia leaders] Generals Bosco Taganda and Linganga 
are only six kilometres from there, and their troops are in the 
surrounding areas." 


She added: "They [the militia leaders] are capable of 
anything. They do not want militiamen to disarm. Linganga has 
already killed more than 10 militiamen who disarmed. | am 
certain that he will return." (UN Integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Bunia, April 18) 


‘Key Ituri militia group declares end to war: The Union 
des Patriotes Congolais (UPC), one of the major militia groups 
in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, announced, April 
13, an end to its insurrection in the district of Ituri. 

"All those who refuse to adhere to the disarmament process 
will now be regarded as outlaws," John Tinanzabo, UPC’'s 
secretary-general, said in Bunia, Ituri’s largest town. 

He said the central government should now decide what to 
do with those he termed "armed gangsters", who remain outside 


‘the peace process. The UN Mission in the DRC, MONUC, had 


already given April 1 deadline for all armed groups in the district 
to surrender their guns. 


One of the militia groups, the Forces Armees du Peuple 
Congolais, headed by Jerome Kakavu-Bukande, sent the 
remaining 416 of its militiamen to a disarmament site in Mount 
Awa, northern Ituri, April 13. The Congolese government said 
this was the last of fighters from this movement, effectively 
ending their war. i 


"The FAPC:no longer exists. This movement is now history," 
Kwaje Duku, a Congolese army colonel heading the govern- 
ment-run National Disarmament Commission in Ituri, said. The 
militiamen, loyal to Jerome Kakwavu-Bukande, surrendered at 
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Mount Awa, 25 km from Aru in northern Ituri. They can either 
enter the programme for disarmament, demobilisation and 
reintegration (DDR) into civilian life or be integrated into the new 
national Congolese army. 


FAPC has already said 2,014 of its fighters have disarmed, 
among them 251 children. 


The adult fighters are being registered after which they will 
be sent to Aru and provided food aid and undergo four days of 
counselling in transit sites before choosing whether to integrate 
into the army or return to civilian life. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bunia, April 14) 


Thousands of Congolese flee: At least 3,300 Congolese 
from North Kivu Province, eastern DR, have fled into Rwanda 
since the beginning of April to escape insecurity caused by 
militiamen, a UN official said, April 22 


"As of this morning, we have received 700," Volker Schimmel, 
the spokesman for the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), said in the Rwandan capital, Kigali. 


Most of the arrivals were from Rutshuru and Masisi areas, 
to the north of Goma, the North Kivu provincial capital. Schimmel 
said UNHCR had not yet confirmed the reasons why the refugees 
had fled. 


However, he’added, they had spoken of atrocities committed 
by Rwandan Hutu rebel groups and members of the Congolese 
army. The refugee agency is catering for the Congolese at transit 
centres in Rwanda’s northwestern province of Gisenyi. (UN 
integrated Regional Information Networks, Kigali, April 22) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1622:b] 
[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1634] 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Guelleh wins one-man presidential poll: 
Djiboutis incumbent President, Ismail Omar 
Guelleh, won 100 per cent of the votes in the April 
8 presidential election in which he was the sole 
candidate—according to Agence Djiboutienne d'In- 
formation (ADI). 


Guelleh will now serve a second and final six-year term as 
leader of the tiny Horn of Africa nation. 


ADI reported that 78.9 per cent of approximately 197,000 
registered voters cast their ballots at 200 voting booths across 
the country. Some 5.7 per cent of the votes cast were reported 
void. 


International news agencies said that police had used teargas 
on April 18 to disperse a crowd of between 300 and 500 
pro-opposition demonstrators outside the headquarters of the 
umbrella opposition movement, the Union of Democratic Alli- 
ance. 


The agencies further reported that opposition parties, which 
had boycotted the election, had rejected the outcome, describ- 
ing it as “ridiculous, rigged and rubbish". The Djibouti Human 
Rights League said that in reality, many people had not voted. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, 
April 171) . 
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EGYPT 


a. Three journalists sentenced to one year in 
prison: In yet another violation of freedom . of 
thought and opinion, the Cairo Criminal Court has 
imprisoned three journalists 


The Egyptian Organization for Human Rights (EOHR) is 
extremely concerned about the continued application of laws 
which restrict freedom of opinion, with complete disregard of th= 
promise made by the President that prison sentences in 
publishing cases would be scrapped. On April 17, the Cairo 
Criminal Court sentenced journalists Abdel Nasser Ali, Alaa 
Yehya Mohamed (known as Alaa el Ghatrify) and Youssef Taha 
Abdel Rahman (known as Youssef el Aoumy) to one year’s 
imprisonment. 


Ibrahim Suleiman, the Minister of Housing, had presented a 
complaint to the attorney general, Maher Abdel Wahed, accusing 
the three journalists of defamation following a piece published 
in the 73rd edition of al Masry al Youm newspaper, issued on 
August 18, under the title "Ibrahim Suleiman's office searched”. 


The public prosecution office summoned the three journalists 
for questioning on September 21, 2004. (Egyptian Organization 
for Human Rights, Cairo, April 18) 

[Background Info. Egypt, page 1587:a] 
[Previous issue Egypt, page 1623] 


ERITREA 


a. Two killed as Ethiopians, Eritreans clash 
in Abha: Two people were killed and seven injured, 
April 7, in an armed fight between two groups of 
Eritreans and Ethiopians in Al-Sheikha village in 
Abha, Saudi Arabia. 


Fifteen people were arrested. 


The injured were taken to a nearby hospital for treatment 
while the two bodies were moved to Asir General Hospital. 


A large number of police and special forces surrounded the 
area where the fight took place. 


According to security sources, the police managed to arrest 
15 people after many of the belligerents had fled to nearby 
valleys away from their sight. What triggered the fight was not 
immediately known. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, April 8) 


b. UN agency expands emergency food op- 
eration in drought-stricken areas: With rains 
having failed for the fifth consecutive year in Eritrea, 
causing crop failure and drying out major pasture- 
lands, the United Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP) said it has expanded its emergency opera- 
tion in the Horn of Africa country to cover nearly a 
quarter of a million more people. 


The $75 million, five-month operation launched this month 
was designed to assist 840,000 drought-affected people, 
240,000 more than the original nine-month project, which 
endedin March, WFP said, but it added that the original 
emergency operation appealed for $50 million and got 37 per 
cent less than that. 
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"The spring Azmera rains have begun to fall, but once again 
they are erratic, light and localized. Herders are migrating earlier 
and longer distances with their animals in search of grazing lands 
and many Eritreans must queue for hours at fewer and fewer 
water points. 


Even in the areas around the capital, water shortages are 
acute, with deliveries taking place only once or twice a week,” 
WFP Country Director Jean-Pierre Cebron said. (UN News 
Service, New York, April 15) 

(Previous issue Eritrea, page 1623] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia, Italy sign 220m Euro loan agree- 
ment: The Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development and the Italian Embassy signed an 
intergovernmental agreement for a soft loan worth 
220 million Euro. 


According to a press release sent to The Daily Monitor, the 
loan is to be. used to co-finance a new hydroelectric power plant 
on Gilgel Gibe River. 


The Italian funding was. officially announced during Prime 
Minister Meles Zenawi’s visit to Rome in November 2004, when 
it was agreed that energy will be one of the main sectors in 
which Italy supports Ethiopian development. 


It is envisioned that the new hydropower plant will play an 
unprecedented role in harnessing the huge hydroelectric poten- 
tial of Ethiopia by increasing the country's generation capacity 
by almost 40 per cent and making the tremendous benefit ‘of 
electricity available to approximately 800,000 new customers, it 
said. (Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, April 13) 

b. Child deaths and malnutrition at IDP camp: 
Mortality and malnutrition rates among children at 
Hartishek, a former refugee camp in southeastern 
Ethiopia, are critically high, aid agencies warned on 
April 6. 

Save the Children UK (SCFUK) has called for immediate 
food distribution, medical support and proper sanitation at 
Hartishek, which was once the world’s largest refugee camp, 
and home to thousands of Somalis. 


Hartishek now houses internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
from within Ethiopia. 

Humanitarian sources said that the IDPs - who are said 
to number 5,400 - received no assistance for the last four 
months. 


"The situation is critical and getting worse unless something 
is done promptly," SCFUK said in a report presented to the 
Ethiopian government, the UN and aid agencies at a meeting of 
the government’s Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU) 
in Addis Ababa; Ethiopia's capital. (UN integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Addis Ababa April 8) 

Rome to return precious treasure: Ethiopia's 
58-year wait for the ae of n plundered noana 
3 treasure ends when a cargo jet flies 
SLULULE the first part of the Axum obelisk from 
italy to its historic home. 


The remaining two segments of the pre-Christian granite 
funerary monument weighting 180 tonnes, will follow, engineers 
supervising the obelisk's reconstruction said. 

"Allis set. The Antonov 124 plane carrying the middle section 
of the Axum obelisk, weighing 60 tonnes, will arrive on April 
19," Italian engineer Simone Latanz said. 


Celebrations are planned for the return of the obelisk to 
Axum, where bridges have been strengthened and roads 
widened to accommodate the huge pieces of stone that make 
up the column. 


The Russian cargo jet is only one of two aircraft powerful 
enough to carry the obelisk, which is being flown back to Axum, 
850 km north of the capital Addis Ababa, at Italy’s expense. 


Italian invaders seized the 24-metre obelisk in 1937 on fascist 
dictator Benito Musolini’s orders, who erected it in Rome as a 
symbol of victory over Ethiopia in the style of earlier Roman 
conquerors. 


After World War Il, in 1947, Italy agreed to return the treasure 
but arguments and logistical problems delayed it for decades. 


- "On our part, we are ready to receive our precious treasure 
that was stolen from us 70 years ago," said Tadele Bitul Kibret, 
vice-chairman of the Ministry of Culture committee organising 
the return. 


Landlocked Ethiopia had to build a bigger runway to 
accommodate the Antonov. The re-erection of the monument, 
known as a stele. to archaeologists, is considered by many to 
be a serious challenge even for modern engineers, let alone its 
ancient builders. It is expected to take three months to restore 


_ it to its original location among other obelisks. 


According to Axumites, the obelisk was carved at Gobdera, 


.5 km from where it was eventually raised. (Times of India, 


New Delhi, April 19) 
[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1634] 


GAMBIA 


a. Gambia, Kuwait sign D300 million agree- 
ment: The Gambia and Kuwait have signed a D300 
million agreement for the construction of the 
Soma/Mandinaba road. 


Abdul Wahad Aalbader, deputy director general of Kuwaiti 
Fund and SoS for Finance and Economic Affairs, Mrs. Magret 
Keita signed the agreement. 


The total cost of the project is US$35 million (around D1.05 
billion). The Gambian government and OPEC Fund will provide 
US $5 million while Abu Dhabi Fund is also expected to 
contribute towards the project. The Kuwaiti Fund project is 
currently financing the Banjul International Airport extension 
project. 

According to official sources, a Gambian delegation is 
expected in Kuwait in two weeks time to discuss and finalise 
funding for new projects in the country. The next fine of action, 
according to sources, is for Gambian authorities to double efforts 
in activating Kuwaiti investor to explore The Gambia’s business- 
friendly initiatives. (Independent, Banjul, April 8) 
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b. Murder, arson, repression thwart inde- 
pendent press: A string of unsolved arson attacks, 
a series of unchecked threats, and the passage of 
restrictive new laws have created deep mistrust 
between Gambia’s government and its small inde- 
pendent press. 


Suspicions have been compounded by the December 2004 
murder of veteran journalist Deyda Hydara and the government's 
failure to bring the perpetrators to justice. 


These are the findings of the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) delegation that visited the Gambia from April 
6 to 12 and presented its conclusions at a press conference, 
April 12, in the capital, Banjul. The delegation met with Gambian 
journalists from the private and state media, executives of the 
Gambia Press Union, and senior government officials, including 
the secretaries of state for justice, information, and the interior. 


Members of the delegation also met the director general of 
the National Intelligence Agency, which has taken over the 
.. investigation into Hydara’s murder. "We saw indications that the 
NIA is carrying out an investigation in good faith," CPJ Africa 
Programme Coordinator Julia Crawford said. (Committee to 
Protect Journalists, New York, April 12) 


c. Abortion causes 13 per cent maternal 
deaths: Despite outlawing the practice, according 
to epidemiological studies, unsafe abortions contrib- 
ute to 13% of Gambia’s maternal deaths. 


The National Reproductive Health Policy document states 
that complications as a result of abortions account for a large 
number of maternal deaths in the country. This includes sepsis 
and hemorrhage. 


The policy further stated that one of the causes of infertility 
is post-abortion sepsis resulting from poor management and 
complications arising from abortion. The document ranked The 
Gambia among. countries where social and psychological 
consequences of infertility are severe. The high maternal 
morbidity and mortality rates, according the national document, 
remain serious health problems in The Gambia. This figure 
stands at 730 per 100,000 live births. 


“Unplanned, unwanted or closely spaced pregnancies, as 
well as teenage pregnancies which often lead to unsafe abortions 
are among the major causes of maternal morbidity and morality," 
health experts noted. (Independent, Banjul, April 18) 


[Previous issue Gambia, page 1635} 


IVORY COAST 


a. Accord on disarmament from May 14: The 
government and rebels in Ivory Coast tentatively 
agreed at the weekend that the long-delayed 
disarmament of rebel forces occupying the north of 
re country should take place between May 14 and 
July 31. 


Besides the rebels, about 4,000 soldiers recruited into the 
ranks of the government army since the conflict began in 
September 2002 will also be demobilised. 
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But the deal, thrashed out at talks between the military chiefs 
of the two sides in the rebel capital Bouake, remains subject to 
a series of conditionalities. 


A joint communiqu issued after the talks ended, April 16, 
said the proposed timetable for disarmament would be discussed 
further at a seminar at Yamoussoukro, the official capital of Ivory 
Coast, between May2 and May 6. 


This four-day seminar will take place after a round of political 
consultations by President Laurent Gbagbo to decide whether 
or not to accept a proposal by South African mediator Thabo 
Mbeki that would allow Alassane Ouattara, an opposition leader 
supported by the rebels, to take part in presidential elections 
scheduled for October. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bouake, April 17) 


b. Attackers fired on UN mission’s headquar- 
ters in western ivory Coast: Unidentified assail- 
ants fired up to 20 shots at the United Nations 
peacekeeping mission’s headquarters in western 
Ivory Coast, April 10, before fleeing, a UN spokes- 
man said. 


No damage or-injuries from the 15 to 20 shots were repor:sd 
from the headquarters of the UN Operation in Ivory Coast 
(UNOCI) in Daloa, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said at the 
daily news briefing in New York. 


Daloa is west of Yamoussoukro and close to the south side 
of the Zone of Confidence separating the Government-ruled 
southern part of the West African country from the rebel-control- 
led northern area. 


The authorities of the National Armed Forces of ivory Caast 
(FANCI) have been investigating and would increase night 
patrols in the area, he said. 


Meanwhile, UNOCI also carried out arms inspections alang 
the Ivorian-Guinean border over the weekend, Dujarric added. 
(UN News Service, New York, April 11) 


[Previous issue lvory Coast, page 1635] 


KENYA 


a. Six suspects in bank fraud arrested: 
Detectives have arrested six suspects in a bank 
fraud syndicate involving stolen cheques. 


The cheques were stolen from the defunct Ministry of 
Labour and Human Resources Development in 1999, police 
said, April 18. 

The six - three men and three women were picked up by 
detectives from Central Bank of Kenya’s fraud unit at a restaurant 
in a Mombasa. A senior CBK source told the Nation that the six 
were wanted for attempting to defraud Mombasa's Post Bank, 
Moi Avenue branch, of Sh3.5 million, using two of the stolen 
cheques. As the six were being arrested at the Coast, the CBK 
source said, an unknown number of the stolen cheques were 
detected in Nairobi, April 18, awaiting clearance. 

They were detected at the Central Bank of Kenya’s cheque 


clearing house and the cases referred to the fraud unit. More 
suspects are being sought by detectives. 
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The source said a senior official at the Post Bank alerted the 
fraud unit in Mombasa when they received two cheques - one 
for Sh1,719,500 and the other for Sh1,819,060 - on April 13. 
(Nation, Nairobi, April 19) 


b. Lawyer Kapila dies at hospital in Nairobi: 
Lawyer Ishan Kapila died at Nairobi Hospital, 
April 15, of a heart failure after being 

HA iii for two months, his brother Sheetal 
told the Sunday Nation, April 16. 


He came from a famous lawyer family. His father Acchhroo 
Ram Kapila, was one of the lawyers who represented President 
Jomo Kenyatta and fellow freedom fighters Fred Kubai, Achieng 
Oneko, Paul Ngei, Bildad Kaggia and Kung’u Karumba during 
the Kapenguria tria! in 1953. 

Ishan Kapila had a passion for golf and cricket, and made a 
name for himself as a lawyer. He also presented a popular jazz 
programme on Capital FM radio. His legal career spanning more 
. than 24 years started at his father’s firm and saw him represent 
clients in various commissions of inquiry. 


Kapila, who.was a partner in the firm of A.R. Kapila & 
Company Advocates, served in the Ndung’u commission of 
inquiry into illegal public land allocations. He represented Cabinet 
minister Nicholas Biwott at the Ouko inquiry in the early 1990s 
and among his other prominent clients are retired President Moi, 
energy minister Simeon Nyachae, labour minister Ahmed Khalif 
(late) and former Vice-President Musalia Mudavadi. (Nation, 
Nairobi, April 17) 


SAURI: Kenyan village fights poverty: Patricia 
Awino Odera had her handmade hoe cocked over 
her head the other day, her face scrunched up into 
a scowl, her labours the very image of futility. The 
hope descended onto her cornfield. 


"No, no, no, no!” cried Herine Okoth, an agricultural extension 
worker, as she marched over the freshly tilled land. "Stop"! 


Ms Odera, a.frail-looking 54-year-old grandmother who had 
never had a day of schooling in her life, had thrown fertilizer in 
with her corn seeds and spaced her holes too closely, both of 
which would reduce the harvest she and her children would get. 


“We agreed that you'd put the fertilizer in first, separate from 
the maize," Ms Okotho said. "It's not so difficult. It's like this. 
Fertilizer first. Then cover it with some dirt. Then throw in the 
seeds. Then cover those. It's not hard at all". 


This settlement in western Kenya, where Ms Odera lives, 
has become a giant test tube, and Ms Okoth’s instruction is one 
part of that experiment. Eventually there will be 10 such test 
villages, scattered across the world’s poorest continent. 


Led by Jeffrey Sachs, director of the Earth Institute of 
Columbia University in New York, the project aims to fight poverty 
in all its aspects—from health and education to agriculture and 
energy in one focused area to prove that conditions for millions 
of people like Ms Odera and her neighbours can be improved 
in just five years. 

It is an important and uncertain strategy. It if fails, initiative 
‘ike that pushed recently by Prime Minister Tony Blair of Britain 
to greatly increase foreign aid to Africa may seem foolhardy. If 


a single village cannot be turned around with focused attention, 
how can whole communities and even countries be revitalized? 


The project led by Sachs grew out of the Millennium 
Development Goals, benchmarks created by the United Nations 
in 2000 aimed at prodding the world into reducing hunger and 
sickness by half, increasing school-enrollment, and improving 
the lives of the poorest of the poor. Kofi Annan, the secretary 
general of the United Nations, appointed Sachs to oversee its 
poverty reduction efforts. 


But setting the millennium goals—and putting in place a 
deadline of 2015 for seeing them through—has so far not meant 
much to people like Odera. Today the projections for reaching 
those goals keep slipping further and further into the future. 


That looming failure is what spurred Sachs and his 
colleagues to select a particular village with dismal social 
indicators—Sauri—where they would apply a more focused 
antipoverty strategy to prove that, with enough attention, the 
goals could be reached quicker than people think. Sauri’s 
remoteness is one of the factors that has allowed poverty to get 
such a foothold here. 


The researchers behind the programme are keeping track 
of everything they spend, trying to demonstrate that for a modest 
amount, somewhere around $110 per person, a village can be 
pulled out of poverty. They have tried to measure exactly how 
bad Sauri was at the start of the project last fall. Every home 
was surveyed to get an accurate portrait of the population. Blood 
tests were taken among a smaller group for a nutritional analysis, 
because many villages eat only once a day. 


Not least, tackling AIDS will be a challenge. Although an 
estimated one-fifth to one-third of the people here are HIV 
positive, many fear the stigma if others find out they have the 
disease. How, then, does one treat those who have it? 


Ms Odera herself was mulling whether to undergo an AIDS 
test. Some volunteers unaffiliated with the millennium project 
had come by the village to encourage more people to have their 
blood checked. The reward was a free bed net and a free paper 
visor to shield one’s face from the sun. Ms Okoth, who has 
seen poverty reduction efforts come and go in Kenya, was 
leaning towards taking the test. After all, she figured she could 
sell this net, and keep the other free one. "We need to do what 
we can," she said, "Or we'll always be poor". (Marc Lacey in 
New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, April 10) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1636] 


LIBERIA 


a. UN panel updates travel ban list: A United 
Nations Security Council resolution prevents the 
former speaker of the National Transitional Legis- 
lative Assembly and founding member of the LURD 
rebel group from leaving Liberia. 


The United Nations Security Council Committee on Liberia 
has updated its travel ban list with five additional names being 
added to the list. On April 14, the Security Council Committee 
established pursuant to resolution 1521 (2003) concerning 
Liberia decided to add the five individuals to the list of persons | 
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subject to the travel restrictions imposed by paragraph 4 (a) of 
resolution 1521°(2003) and renewed by paragraph 1 (a) of 
resolution 1579 (2004). Prominent among the five additional 
names added to the travel ban list is the suspended transitional 
legislative speaker, George Dweh who was also a founding 
member of the rebel group, Liberians United for Reconciliation 
and Democracy (LURD). 


According to the Committee, "his statements and activities 
undermine the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and his actions 
contravene the spirit of the disarmament declaration.” (Liberian 
Observer, Monrovia, April 17) 


b. Supreme Court lifts stay order: The Su- 
preme Court under the Associate Justice Presiding 
in Chambers, Ishmael P Campbell, has with imme- 
diate effect lifted the stay order placed on ECOWAS 
Panel of Auditors. 


In his ruling signed by the clerk of the Supreme Court, Martha 
G. Grant, the Chamber Justice said, the "issuance of Writ of 
prohibition in the above entitled cause of action is hereby 
refused." The Court's ruling stemmed from a petition for Writ of 
Prohibition against the ECOWAS audit by the Liberia Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants through its Executive Director, Sam 
Mombo, Christopher Gardea, Tom Kerkula and others. 


Accordingly, the respondents were Minister of Finance, the 
Governor of the Central Bank, Director of the Budget, and all 
other persons working under their authorities or in the aforemen- 
tioned agencies, or otherwise involved in the fiscal affairs of the 
government of the Republic. (News, Monrovia, April 15) 


c. Bryant suspends Nasscorps boss, two 
others: The Chairman of the National Transitional 
Government of Liberia, Charles Gyude Bryant has 
ordered the immediate suspension of three senior 
Officials of the National Social Security and Welfare 
Corporation. 


According to Chairman Bryant's information officer, Spencer 
Brown, those ordered suspended with immediate effect are the 
Director General of the Corporation, Orishall Gould; Deputy 
Director General for Administration, Varfleh Dorley, and Control- 
ler General, Kanvan Shilue. Accordingly, Chairman Bryant has 
directed the Board of Directors of the corporation headed by 
Samuel Thompson to immediately name and recommend 
individuals within the entity to fill the vacancies. Reasons for the 
suspension of the two officials were however not disclosed, but 
it comes in the wake of allegations by some concerned 
employees about financial misappropriations and administrative 
mal-practices. (Inquirer, Monrovia, April 13) 


[Previous issue Liberia, page 1636] 


MOROCCO 


a. Journalist Ali Lmrabet banned from report- 
ing for 10 years: The Committee to Protect 
Journalists strongly condemned a Moroccan court’s 


decision, April 12, banning independent journalist - 


and former newspaper owner Ali Lmrabet from 
practicing journalism for ten years. 


The sentence comes just ten days before Lmrabet was 
expected to receive a licence to publish a new satirical weekly, 
Demain Libere. 


Lmrabet; who. is presently in Madrid, Spain, told CPJ that 
the Court of First Instance in Rabat found him guilty of defaming 
a pro-government group known as the Association of Relatives 
of Saharawi Victims of Repression and ordered him to pay 
50,000 dirhams ($5825) in: damages. 


The charges against him stem from a lawsuit filed by fhe 
Association of Relatives of Saharawi Victims of Repression in 
response to an article that Lmrabet published in the Spanish 
daily El Mundo in November 2004. In the article, Lmrabet referred 
to the Saharawi people in the Algerian city of Tindouf as 
refugees, contradicting the Moroccan government's position that 
they are prisoners of the Polisario Front - a rebel movement that 
is fighting for the independence of the Western Sahara. 
(Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, April 12) 


Editor of weekly convicted: Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) has voiced alarm over the recent resurgence of curbs on 
press freedom in Morocco following four separate violations in 
the past two weeks. 


"Moroccan journalists are free to work as long as they do 
not cross the line set by the Royal Palace. Three subjects have 
been clearly identified as off limits in three recent cases -~ internal 
affairs at the palace, the Western Sahara issue and the various 
kinds of trafficking in which senior officials are sometimes 
implicated. Journalists who do not censor themselves are 
severely punished,” the organisation noted. 


"In 2004, the Moroccan authorities gave several encouraging 
signs as regards press freedom, but they have now backed away 
by clearly adopting a policy aimed at reining in journalisis." 
(Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, April 14) 

[Previous issue Morocco, page 1601] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Visa waiver agreement takes effect: As from 
April 10, Mozambican citizens have been able to 
cross the border into South Africa, for stays of up 
to 30 days, without an entry visa, thanks to an 
agreement signed, April 8, between the interior 
ministers of the two countries. 


According to Mozambican immigration sources the agree- 
ment is being implemented smoothly. “We've been operating the 
agreement without any problems", the head of immigration at 
the Ressano Garcia border post, Orlando Cossa, said in an 
interview. 


“By now (13.00 local time) rather more than 30 Mozambicans 
have crossed into South Africa without visas”. 


Cossa said the cross border movement at Ressano Garcia 
was much the same as usual. Doubtless most Mozambicans 
travelling already had visas in their passports (the visas issued 
by the South African High Commission in Maputo are normally 
valid for six months, and it was only recently that it became 
generally known that visas were about to be scrapped). (Agencia 
de informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, April 18) 
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b. Reporters attacked, equipment seized: On 
April 13, two camerapersons from the privately- 
owned Mozambican television channel STV were 
beaten up and had their equipment seized by a 
group of guards from a private security firm. 


The media workers were filming randomly in the streets of 
the capital, Maputo. 


According to STV, the journalists were stopped and asked 
to cease filming because the guards were suspicious of their 
activities. : 

"A team of our reporters was filming different settings of the 
city when, all of sudden, they were told to hand over their 
equipment," an STV representative said. The media workers 
refused to comply and were beaten up, while their equipment 
was taken from them. 


They were unsuccessful in their attempts to recover their 
equipment, which included two cameras, microphones and 
cables. Only when the police intervened was the equipment 
released. One of the cameras is reportedly damaged. (Media 
Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek, April 15) 


“[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1637] 


NIGER 


a. Director of Alternative Media Group Re- 
leased: On April 7, Alternative Media Group director 
Moussa Tchangari was released from prison. 


He had been detained since March 29. 


Tchangari’s release was one of the conditions set by civil 
society groups prior to the opening of a dialogue with the 
government. Prime Minister Hama Amadou had recently offered 
to open a dialogue with civil society groups, but their leaders 
insisted on Tchangari’s release before they would participate. 

On March 29, Tchangari and four civil society leaders were 
incarcerated at a prison reserved for criminals, for allegedly 
"endangering the security of the state". Tchangari was transferred 
to the Koutoukal maximum security prison, about 75 kilometres 
from the capital, Niamey, shortly before his release. 


On April 6, Alternative FM radio station, of which Tchangari 
is director, was allowed to resume broadcasting. According to 
sources, the day before, a regional tribunal declared the station's 
closure illegal and ordered its reopening. The station resumed 
its broadcasts shortly after the police withdrew from its premises. 
(Media Foundation for West Africa, Accra, April 13) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Niger, page 1637] 


NIGERIA 


a. National quality assurance programme 
launched: The Federal Government in Lagos 
launched a National Quality Assurance Programme, 
April 16, which aims at ensuring the reliability of test 
results and safety of medical laboratories in the 
country. 

The programme, which will be applicable to both public and 
private medical laboratories, was initiated by the Medical 
Laboratory Science of Nigeria. It will be pursued in active 
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collaboration with other relevant agencies and is expected to 
stamp out fraud. 


Under the programme, only trained, certified and licensed 
personnel would render professional services to the public. Such 
services would have to adhere to stipulated standards and 
methods. 


In his remarks, Health Minister, Professor Eyitayo Lambo, 
described the new programme as encouraging, especially as it 
would expose medical laboratories to external developments in 
the profession. (Nigeria First, Abuja, Apri! 18) 

b. Deepwater oil field contract: Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) and 
ChevronTexaco Nigeria, April 21, signed an agree- 
ment for the award of a $276 million (N36.7 billion) 
contract for the construction of subsea equipment 
for the Agbami deep offshore oil field. 


Construction of the subsea equipment, which will facilitate 
crude oil production from reservoir of the Agbami field will be 
handied by FMC Technologies of United States. 


The Houston-based fabricating company will work with 
indigenous firm Delta Tek in compliance with the Federal 
Government directive regarding local input in the overall 
execution of the $3.5 billion Agbami Field Development Project, 
. The sum of $15 million (N2 billion) will be invested on setting 
up fabrication facilities in the country. 

Speaking at the signing ceremony in Lagos, the managing 
director of Chevron, Texaco Nigeria, Jay Pryor, said the subsea 
contract has again demonstrated the commitment of the 
company and its partners in the Agbami project to the Nigerian 
government's policy on local content. (This Day, Lagos, 
April 22) 

[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1638} 


RWANDA 


a. 1,118 Hutu refugees flee genocide tribunal: 
At least 1,118 Rwandan Hutus who had been 
repatriated have crossed back into Uganda fleeing 
Rwanda’s traditional court system known as Ga- 
caca. 


The Minister for Disaster Preparedness, Ms Amongin Aporu, 
said the government and the UN refugee agency were to meet, 
April 22, to discuss the fate of the 240 families. 


"We are going to hold a meeting with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees to find a solution to these 
people who are in Mbarara district," Aporu said, April 22. "They 
say when the Gacaca court system started, they feared to be 
arrested by Rwandan authorities,” she added. 


The group was part of over 2,000 of the 25,000 Rwandans, 
mostly Hutu who had been resettled in their home country under 
the Voluntary Repatriation Programme. They fled Rwanda to 
Uganda after the 1994 genocide and have since lived in Orukinga 
and Nakivale refugee settlements in Mbarara. The repatriation 
programme that started in 2004 has had little success which the 
UN and the Uganda government attribute to the fear of 
retribution. (Monitor, Kampala, April 23) 
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b. Government destroys 6,000 smal! arms: 
Rwanda has, for the first time, destroyed 6,000 small 
arms as part of a regional initiative to check the flow 
of illicit guns that have fuelled conflict in Africa’s 
Great Lakes region, an official said, April 14. 

"We set them on fire," Maj Rwakabi Kakira, the coordinator 
of the Rwandan effort, said. 


The guns ranging from 5.2 mm to 82 mm in calibre and 
ammunition were taken from former combatants and armed 
robbers. Others were part.of an obsolete stock left behind by 
the country’s pre-1994 genocide administration. 


A proliferation of machine guns, rifles, grenades, pistols and 
other small arms has caused the deaths of millions of civilians 
in Africa and the displacement of millions more. These weapons 
have been used in conflicts in Angola, Burundi, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DR), Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Sudan, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia and Uganda. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Kigali, April 14) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Rwanda, page 1638] 


SOMALIA 


a. 36 killed in clan fight for town: At least 36 
people were killed and 30 more injured at the 
weekend as two clans fought for control of Somalia’s 
border town of Burahache. 


The fight between the Marehan and the Garre clans is said 
to be for control of the town, less than four kilometres from the 
Kenyan border, mostly inhabited by the Garre clan. Unconfirmed 
reports indicated that Garre militiamen were training on the 
Somalia side of the border when the Marehan, who control the 
Gedo region of Somalia attacked them to drive them out of the 
town. The Garre are also fighting the Murule of Mandera over 
water and pasture in Elwak Division. 


The skirmishes between the Garre and Murule teft more than 
60 people dead and several more injured in less than three 
months of fighting. Among the dead in the latest clash were 30 
Marehan militia and six combatants of the Garre clan. 


in a meeting, April 10, to resolve differences between Somali 
MPs at Safari Park hotel in Nairobi, President Abdullahi Ahmed 
Yusuf condemned the attacks and asked Kenya to step up 
security at the border. (Nation, Nairobi, April 11) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1639] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Six Ugandans deported: Six Ugandans, who 
were arrested in South Africa without valid work 
permits, have been deported. 


The Monitor has learnt that they were subsequently rear- 
rested by security personnel and handed to the Airport Police 
on arrival at Entebbe International Airport, April 16. 


Security sources said the Ugandan government is interested 
to know how the deportees ended up in South Africa without 
proper immigration documents. The South African government 
charted a plane to deliver the Soporipes to Uganda who were 
put in police custody. 
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The six were identified as: Frank Katerega, Kitolisa Mwanda 
and Richard Semakula, Melly Nathan, Jude Kintinzi and Bob 
Kimbugwe. 


"Yes the six are in police custody. The South African 
authorities sent them to us," the OC Entebbe Airport Police 
station, Mathew Drati told The Monitor in a telephone interview, 
April 17. (Monitor, Kampala, April 18) 


[Previous issue South Africa, page 1639] 


SUDAN 


a. No security improvement in strife-torn 
Darfur region: Clashes between the Government 
and rebels in Sudan’s western Darfur region, 
attacks against international aid workers, rape and 
the persecution of its victims, abuse of children, and 
torture by security forces underscored a continuing 
dire situation, according to the latest United Nations 
report on the region released, April 18. 


"The killing of civilians and combatants alike must stop and 
a genuine ceasefire must be observed," Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan said in the report the latest in a monthly series mandated 
by the Security Council. 


He called on all parties to abide by several agreements they 
have already signed. 


And he urged the international community to "take urgent 
action" to assist and strengthen the African Union Mission in 
Sudan (AMIS), at present numbering some 2,260 out a 
mandated total of about 3,160, in monitoring the situation in 
an area the size of France. (UN News Service, New York, 
April 18) 

AU protects women from attacks in north Darfur camp: 
African Union (AU) personnel in the western Sudanese state of 
North Darfur have started providing armed escorts for displaced 
women and girls to protect them from attacks, an AU official 
said, April 13. 


"The women from Abu Shouk IDP [internally displaced 
person] camp in North Darfur are escorted by AU soldiers once 
a week, when they venture outside the camp to collect firewood," 
said Justin Thundu, AU’s public information officer at El Fasher, 
the capital of North Darfur. 


Thundu said the AU considered these escorts an integral 
part of its protection mandate in Darfur. "Beside our daily pairols, 
it is one of the activities we carry out to promote confidence- 
building among the IDPs." 


_ "We haven't heard of any harassment cases around Abu 
Shouk over the past weeks,” Thundu added. "It has been a very 
successful exercise. We are doing it in a few other camps as 
well" 


However, Leslie Lefkow, a researcher for the Africa division 
of Human Rights Watch (HRW), and co-author of a new briefing 
paper on sexual violence in Darfur, said, April 12, that the AU 
did not yet have the resources to extend such protection to the 
rest of the region. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, April 14) 
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Donors pledge $2.6 billion: Donors have promised at least 
$2.6 billion to help southern Sudan recover after Africa's longest 
civil war but the United States said the aid hinged on ending 
atrocities in Darfur. 

"Preliminary calculations show that we have been able to 
cover the shortfall of $2.6 billion set by the parties", the 
Norwegian Development Minister, Hilde Frafjord Johnson, said 
at the opening session of the second day to the two-day talks. 

"| think that's worth an applause already,” she said, triggering 
clapping around the conference hall in an Oslo hotel attended 
by 60 nations. 

The US Deputy Secretary of State, Robert Zoellick, told the 
conference Washington aimed to give $1-2 billion but that Sudan 
needed to bolster the peace deal ending a 21-year war and to 
end attacks in the western region of Darfur. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
April 13) 

[Background Info, Sudan, page 1630:a} 
[Previous issue Sudan, page 1639] 


SWAZILAND 


a. EU ban on beef from Swaziland to hit 
economy: The recent suspension of Swazi beef 
exports to the European Union (EU) is expected to 
exert further pressure on the country’s weakening 
economy. 

Beef products were banned by the EU after Swaziland failed 
to produce the necessary paperwork needed to track the disease 
in slaughtered cattle, including their inoculations. 


The ban has dealt a severe blow to small herd owners at a 
critical time of year for cattle sales. 


"f must sell my cows now, while they are fat - winter is coming, 
and the grass gets scarce. My cows will be skin and bones, and 
worth much less by the time the paperwork is finished,” said 
Samuel Dlamini, a farmer in rural Mliba in north central 
Swaziland. For reasons unknown, cattle vaccination records are 
either incomplete or have been lost. 


Swaziland enjoys a quota of beef sales to the EU, guaranteed 
under a bilateral treaty. After the ban came into effect local beef 
prices immediately fell by 14 per cent, despite assurances from 
authorities that cattle unacceptable to the EU would be sold to 
neighbouring Mozambique and South Africa. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Mbabane, April 11) 


[Background Info. & Previous issue Swaziland, page 1630] 


TANZANIA ' 


a. Two Kenyans charged in Tanzania court: A 
diplomatic row is simmering between Kenya and 
Tanzania over the re-arrest of two Kenyans recently 
acquitted over the Sh300 million bank raid in 
Dar-es-Salaam. 

Kenyan diplomats in Tanzania have written to Nairobi to seek 
advice on how to ‘handle the matter. 

Kenya's High Commissioner to Dar-es-Salaam, Z.D. Muburi- 
Muita, told the Nation that although Kenya did not want to be 
seen to be interfering with the justice system in Tanzania, the 


diplomat said there was something amiss in the irarest of 
Charles Mwaniki and Kennedy Owino. - 

“It is true we have written to the Foreign Affairs ministry in 
Nairobi and to our attorney-general seeking directions on how 
to go about it. 

There are several questions raised in the re-arrest not to 
mention the way they were extradited," Muburi-Muita said. He 
said they needed to be sure that due process be followed. 
(Nation, Nairobi, April 18) 

b. Thousands of Zanzibaris homeless after 
heavy rains: Thousands of people in the north of 
the Tanzanian island of Zanzibar were made 
homeless, April 19, following the heaviest rains on 
the island for more than three decades, a govern- 
ment official said. 


"We are still assessing the magnitude of the damage,” Said 
Shabaan, the deputy permanent secretary in Zanzibar chief 
minister's office, said. Some homes were swept away, he said. 
Others are flooded. 


Zanzibar's chief minister, Shamsi Vuai Nahodha, called for 
international aid. He said the families needed food, blankets, 
mattresses, mosquito nets, clothes and medicine, and that they 
risked catching diseases such as cholera and malaria. 


Relief organisations are awaiting an official government 
report on the extent of the damage before acting, officials in 
Nahodha’'s office said. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Dar-es-Salaam, April 20) 

[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1640] 


TOGO 


a. Six dead, dozens injured in pre-election 
violence: At least six persons were killed and 
dozens were injured in weekend clashes between 
government and opposition supporters in Lome, the 
capital of Togo, as tension mounted ahead of 
presidential elections. 


Hospital officials said that six people died and 35 were hurt 
in fighting that erupted after exiled apposition leader Gilchrist 
Olympio returned home briefly to address a huge rally in Lome, 
April 16. 

Four of those treated in hospital were suffering from bullet 
wounds, they added. Both sides blamed each other for the 
violence, but eyewitness and human rights groups said the thugs 
most visible in the streets appeared to be armed militants of - 
Eyadema’s ruling Rally of the Togolese People. 

The April 24 election pits Eyadema's son and heir apparent, 
Faure Gnassingbe, against a united opposition candidate, 
Emmanuel Bob-Akitani, who is standing as a proxy of Olympio. 
{UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Lome, 
April 18) 

Violence before elections: Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) is concerned about the climate of tension in Togo in the 
run-up to the April 24 presidential election. 

The organisation has appealed to the news media and the 
authorities for calm and noted that the chief victim of the present 


April 9-22, 2005 


African Chronicle 


1655 





situation is the Togolese public, which is not receiving the 
objective and unbiased reporting it needs. "We are particularly 
worried by the fact that political violence, whatever its source, 
has clearly infiltrated the press in Togo,” RSF said. "We 
previously expressed our concern when the privately-owned 
press was turned into a political weapon. (Reporters Sans 
Frontieres, Paris, April 21) 

[Previous issue Togo, page 1640] 


UGANDA 


a. 24 parties in election fray: Twenty-four 
political parties have so far been registered to 
contest the 2006 elections, the biggest number ever 
in the country’s history. 


The State Minister for Justice and Constitutional Affairs, Adolf 
Mwesige, said about 70 other parties have filed applications for 
registration. 

The Minister, who led a team of bureaucrats from his Ministry, 
April 19, added that the increasing numbers of political parties 
requires the ministry to marshal enough manpower to police the 
campaigns so that law and order are maintained during elections. 


"We fear that we would be confronted with numerous petitions 
if the exercise is not conducted properly," Mwesige said after 
revealing the number of the parties, the highest in Uganda’s 
history. There were only four political parties in 1980 elections 
when the last elections were held under the multiparty system. 


Mwesige reported that the Ministry of Finance had declined 
to provide Sh16.6 billion for recruitment of 3,000 more police 
constables to beef up security during elections in 2006. (Monifor, 
Kampala, April 20) 

b. 21 rebels killed in northern Uganda: At 
least 21 rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
have been killed in northern Uganda. 


The rebels died following a UPDF offensive. 


Military personnel in Gulu said the battles occurred in 
Karuma Pakwach Road, Pabbo, Lagoro, Paluda, and Mucwini 
in Kitgum district. Six rebels died in Angero hills and Olilim in 


Purongo sub-county, the UPDF regional spokesman, Lt. Kiconco . 


Tabaro, said. He said others were killed in Lagoro in Kitgum, 
Paluda in Palabek and Mucwini sub-county. The UPDF 4th 
Division Commanding Officer, Col. Nathan Mugisha, said nine 
rebels were killed in action along Ayago river north of Anaka 
sub-county, Olam-nyungu and Koch-Goma sub-county. He said 
one rebel was captured as he tried to raid Lokung IDP camp in 
Kitgum district. (Monitor, Kampala, April 14) 

[Previous issue Uganda, page 1640] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Plea to reject unfair trade agreements: 
Zambians should work with other Third World 
countries in saying no to the rich and powerful 
nations imposing unjust trade agreements, Catholic 
Commission for Justice, Development and Peace 
(CCJDP) western province coordinator Sanana 
Lewanika said. 


Officiating at a Global Week of Action Public Forum 
organised by Jubilee-Zambia in Mongu, April 16, Lewanika 
observed that poor countries like Zambia had been disadvan- 
taged economically due to unfair trade. 


“The poor countries now cannot even protect their markets 
from the flood of subsidized imports. 


Poor people can’t sell their products. They are losing 
their livelihood and millions cannot escape poverty," Le- 
wanika said. 


She noted that the notion being pushed by the rich nations 
that free trade was the only panacea to global poverty was 
misleading and that trade could only play a role in poverty 
reduction if it was balanced with strategies and government 
interventions. 


Lewanika said the government interventions must be focused 
on strengthening the weakest and serving the poor masses. 
(Post, Lusaka, April 17) 


b. 38 students die in accident: A truck carrying 
dozens of students crashed in Zambia, killing at 
least 38 students and seriously injuring 50 others, 
police said on April 10. 


Police spokeswoman, Brendra Muntemba, said the accident 
occurred in the north of the country on the outskirts of the small 
town of Kawambwa, 729 km northeast of the capital. 


The provincial chief administrator, Kennedy Sakeni, said the 
toll was likely to increase because there were a large number 
of serious injuries. ` 


it was not clear how many students from the local Kawambwa 
Boys High School were actually on the truck at the time. 


But there was speculation that the driver of the truck was 
trying to make extra money by transporting the students from 
their boarding schoo! to their homes in other parts of the country. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, April 10) 


c. MISA launches newspaper: The Media 
Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) has launched a 
newspaper, The Advocate, as an additional tool for 
media reforms, good governance and human rights 
in Zambia. 


MISA Zambia chapter chairperson Kellys Kaunda said, April 
10, that his organisation has realised that no single strategy 
would be sufficient to speed up media reforms and The Advocate 
would add a new dimension to the struggle. 


Speaking during the launch at MISA House in Lusaka, 
Kaunda said the battle for media reforms was meeting tough 
hurdles at every turn thereby requiring change of strategy in line 
with the twists and turns of the struggle. 

The chairperson was hopeful that through The Advocate, 
MISA would be able to reach more people in the battle for 
reforms in the media. 

"We hope through The Advocate to appeal to the people and 
call them to join us in advocating good governance in our 
country," he said. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, April 11) 
[Previous issue Zambia, page 1631] 
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ZIMBABWE 
a. New MPs sworn in: In a rare show of unity, 


legislators from the ruling Zanu-PF and opposition . 


MDC were sworn in April 12, without any. incident 
and unanimously elected Zanu-PF national chair- 
man John Nkomo as Speaker and another ruling 
party member, Edna Madzongwe, as his deputy. 

The MDC, which had threatened to boycott the swearing-in 
ceremony claiming that it did not recognise the results of the 
parliamentary elections, had its Members of Parliament-desig- 
nate out in full force to be sworn in. 


This comes.in the wake of President Mugabe's call for i 


engagement between the two political parties both in Parliament 
and outside. 


In his acceptance speech of the Speaker's post, Nkomo said: 
“| hope we can rise above narrow partisan interests so that we 
can serve the interests of the country. 


“Although we belong to different (political) parties, there is 
need for us to be guided by national interests. (Herald, Harare, 
April 13) ; 

[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1641:a] 


b. Two British journalists acquitted after two 
weeks in detention: Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) voiced relief at the acquittal, April 15, of 
British journalists Toby Harden and Julian Sim- 
monds of the London-based Sunday Telegraph, who 
ee been accused of breaking Zimbabwe's press 
aw. 


Judge Never Diza said the authorities failed to produce 
evidence of their guilt. 

"We are deeply relieved that Toby Harden and Julian 
Simmonds have finally been freed after two weeks under arrest 
and a revolting show trial," the organization said. "It is obvious 
the Zimbabwean government wanted to make an example of 
them. 


The case is now closed but this depressing episode joins the 
long list of press freedom violations which clearly has not yet 
reached its end." 

The two journalists were arrested on March 31, on the day 
of legislative elections, and were accused of violating a press 
law under which journalists who work without being accredited 
with the government-controlled Media and Information Commis- 
sion (MIC) can be sentenced to imprisonment. (Reporters Sans 
Frontieres, Paris, April 15) 

[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1643:b] 


c. Mugabe ‘turns his back on West’: Chinese- 
made jet fighters flew over independence day 
celebrations where President Robet Mugabe de- 


clared he had no need for Western help or 
Western-style democracy. 


"We have turned east, where the sun rises, and given our 
back to the west, where the sun sets,” Mugabe told a crowd of 
8,000 gathered on April 18 at the Chinese-built national sports 
stadium, referring to efforts to seek new economic partners 
among the “Asian tigers". 


Newly acquired Chinese jet fighters and older Russian 
fighters had flown overhead in salute as Mugabe arrived to 
deliver a 35-minute, nationally televised address marking the 
25th anniversary of independence from Britain. 


Hawk jets bought from Britain in the 1980s have been 
grounded because Zimbabwe has been unable to get spares 
since an embargo was imposed in 2000. 


The 81-year-old Mugabe, who has ruled since inde- 
pendence, spoke emotionally of the legacy of British rule, 
referring to the "strangled shrieks of brave guerrilla fighters 
facing execution". 


"To this day we bear the lasting scars of the dark encounter 
with colonialism, often described in the West as civilizing," 
Mugabe said. 


A bush war that claimed 30,000 lives preceded independence 
in 1980, when what was then known as Rhodesia became 
Zimbabwe. 


Scorning accusations that March 31 parliamentary elections 
were rigged, he said: "We made our own democracy and we 
owe it to no one, least of all the Europeans. 


Let it be forever remembered: It was the bullet that brought 
the ballot. Our ballots have not needed Anglo-Amerian valida- 
tion". 

The US Embassy led those voicing doubts about the March 
31 results. (Times of India, New Delhi, April 19) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1641] 


d. Five suspects arrested in Beatrice farm 
murder case: At least five suspects have been 
arrested in. connection with the grisly murder and 
rape cases that occurred at Kimcote Farm in 
Beatrice, April 13. 


The five suspects, Bvudzijerfa said, went to plot number 133 
where they allegedly misrepresented to Pius Nhogwe that some 
people were stealing maize. 


When the unsuspecting Nhogwe woke up, the gang severely 
assaulted him using sharp and blunt objects. 


“As Nhogwe lay prostrate on the ground, one of the accused 
remained on guard whilst the other four entered the hut where 
Febby Muchacha (60) and Privilege Nhogwe (10) were sleeping. 
(Herald, Harare, April 16) 
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BOTSWANA 


a. Expelled academic under fire in court: 
Embattled political analyst Prof Kenneth Good came 
under scathing attack from Botswana’s attorney- 
general in the Lobatse High Court, May 4, over his 
challenge to the country’s presidential powers. 


Attorney-General lan Kirby told the court, May 4, that the 
University of Botswana academic's criticism of Botswana's 
political leadership was "ill- researched, vindictive, shallow, 
unbalanced and lacking in any comparative analysis". 


The state said Good had been ordered out of the country 
because it was "in the best interests of peace, stability and 
national security of Botswana". 


Kirby said President Festus Mogae had ordered Good out 
of Botswana “in his own deliberate judgment, after taking advice 
and after the most careful consideration of the information 
provided". 


"The President has a duty to act decisively and appropri- 
ately when information is availed to him concerning matters of 
this nature," said Kirby. (Business Day, Johannesburg, 
May 5) 

b. Leaders condemn sacking of mine workers’ 
leaders: Labour organisations and political leaders 
have castigated Debswana for sacking two top 
Botswana Mining Workers Union (BMWU) leaders. 

Debswana recently fired its artisan electrician and BMWU 
chairman, Chimidzani Chimidza and training officer Jack Tiha- 
gale, the BMWU secretary general. 

The sackings came after Debswana failed to have the BMWU 
officials thrown in jail for contempt of court because they failed 
to stop a strike in 2004 despite a court order. 

Detractors say that the sacking of Chimidza and Tihagale 
are retaliatory action because Debswana failed to get its way in 
court. “This is a clear victimisation of the union leadership. 

The decision by Debswana is unfortunate and ill-advised. 


This is a grave decision," charged the president of the 


Botswana Federation of Secondary School Teachers | 


(BOFESTE), Baboloki Tiale. 

He said the Debswana sackings are a major setback for the 
labour movement in the country. 

"It will make people feel that when they get involved in trade 
unions, their jobs would be on the line. It would make Debswana 
employees shy away from union and would instil fear in everyone. 
(Reporter, Gaborone, May 6) 

[Previous issue Botswana, page 1645] 


CAMEROON 


a. Two journalists sentenced to five months 
in prison: On April 26, a court sentenced two 
journalists from the regional weekly L'Oeil du Sahel 
to fivesmonths in prison with no parole and a fine 
of five million CFA francs for defamation. 

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) expressed concern over 
the continuing practice of jailing journalists in Cameroon for press 
offences. "Exposing serious abuses in an article does not 
constitute a crime, even in Cameroon,” the organisation said. 


Guiba Gatama;. the editor of L'Oeil du Sahel, and his 
colleague Abdoulaye Oumat were sentenced in absentia by a 
court in Maroua on April 26. They had exposed "abuses and 
extortion practised on thé people by the security forces" in an 
article that appeared in January, entitled, "Fotokol: the Gen- 
darmes Block the Road". Neither journalist attended the hearing 
for fear of arrest, and one of them is believed to have fled the 
country. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, May 2) 

b. At least two students shot dead in univer- 
sity protests: Two university students have been 
shot dead in a clash with soldiers at Buea University 
in English-speaking western Cameroon, the govern- 
ment said, April 29. 

The deaths follow several days of protests at the English- 
speaking university in Cameroon’s northwest province bordering 
Nigeria, and come as angry students at the country's largest 
university, Yaounde One, negotiate with officials to end 10 days 
of trouble there. 

In a statement read on state-run radio, Higher Education 
Minister Jacques Fame Ndongo appealed for calm and said 
President Paul Biya "has requested a judicial enquiry to establish 
the exact cause of the deaths.” 

One of the students was shot in the head and the other 
hit in the chest. Both died instantly. Independent newspa- 
pers however said a female student had died of wounds 
sustained during the clash with police and paramilitary 
gendarmes. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 


` works, Yaounde, April 29) 


[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1646] 


CHAD 


a. Another camp opened for Darfur refugees: 
A first group of almost 200 refugees from the 
Sudan’s Darfur region have been moved into a new 
camp opened, May 3, in eastern Chad by the UN 
refugee agency, UNHCR, to decongest refugee 
camps nearby. 
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With some ‘of the EPa camps in Chad: beginning to run 
out of water a year and a half after being set up, the new. Gaga 


camp located 60 km from Abeche, the main eastern city, has a- 


` plentiful water supply, the UNHCR said. 


The camp also will ease overcrowding in the Breidjing and 


Farchana camps in the same region as well as provide shelter 
to the hundreds of families of Sudanese refugees who live along 
the troubled desert border. 

The UNHCR estimates -at 197,000 the number of Sudanese 
refugees who have fled to. camps in-the vast desert nation to 
escape violence in western Sudan, where pro-government forces 
and militias are fi ighting non-Arab rebels. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Gaga, May’4) 

_ [Previous issue Chad, page 1646] 


CONGO 


a. UN agency to begin repatriation of thou- 
sands of refugees: The first 100 of some 58,000 
refugees who had’ been living in the Republic of 
Congo (ROC) in the past six years are due to begin 
returning to the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DR)’s Equateur Province, April 27. 

UN spokeswoman Jennifer Pagonis said on April 26 in 
Geneva that the operation would be "one of the most logistically 
challenging voluntary repatriation programmes” the agency had 
undertaken anywhere in the world. 

“The rugged return journey includes crossing dense rain 
forest, numerous waterways and extremely rough roads," she 
said at the news conference. 

Some 8,000 refugees have already registered for repatriation. 
She said that by the end of 2006 UNHCR hoped that 24,000 
DRC refugees in ROC would have returned home to Equateur. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, 
April 27) 

(Background Info. Congo, page 1562) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Accord on armed groups: The Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DR), Rwanda and Uganda have 
agreed to put an end to the presence of armed 
groups in the Congo (DR) that pose a threat to all 
of them, the government announced, April 22. 


After a two-day meeting in Lubumbashi, the main city in the 
southeastern Katanga province of the DR, "the three countries 
reaffirmed their commitment to put an end to the threat posed 
to the security of the three countries by the presence and 
activities of the negative forces in the east," a statement said. 


In the framework of a 2004 tripartite agreement aimed at 
restoring peace in the Great Lakes area, "they agreed to put into 
effect a US-sponsored mechanism for exchanging information, 
to establish confidence between the countries and deal with the 
problem of armed groups in the east of the DRC." 

Although the statement referred to “negative forces "the only 
group to be mentioned by ‘name in the statement were rebel 
Rwandan Hutus belonging to the Democratic Forces for the 

Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR). (New Vision, Kampala, April 25) 


ob. interahamwe kill 29 in Kivu: Twenty nine’. - 
people were massacred by marauding Interahamwe 
in South Kivu. province of North western Congo 
(DR), the United Nations Mission in Congo 
(MONUC) has confirmed. 


According to the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), the 
victims are said to have been waylaid in an ambush staged by 
the Hutu militias. The victims were on their way to a mining 
camp to supply food to gold miners and MONUC said its staff 
was in the area to. investigate the matter. 


The MONUC owned radio, Okapi, that is based in Congo 
(DR) quoting eye-witnesses said they saw spouses and five 
other people being beheaded by the Interahamwe at Kakala 
mining site. 


Residents of Kyoka said the slaughter was a result of 
misunderstandings between the insurgents and a former Mayi 
Mayi warriors’ Major based in Shabunda; (New Times, Kigali, 
April 29) 


{Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1646] 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Drought threatens 30,000 with food short- 
ages: The United Nations World Food Programme 
has warned that 30,000 people in Djibouti face 
serious food shortages following three years of poor 
rains. 


The agency is appealing for US$2.5 million to assist the 
drought victims, including aimost 6,000 malnourished children 
under the age of five, over the next six months. 


The crisis is affecting three of the six rural zones in the 
country. 


Poor rains'for three successive years have caused livestock 
deaths and a significant decline in milk production. As a primarily 
pastoralist population, Djiboutians rely almost entirely on their 
animals to feed themselves. 


"We have already used some of the resources available in 
the country to address this very grave situation,” Fatma 
Samoura, WFP Country Director for Djibouti, said in an April 29 
news release issued by the agency. "We were able to provide 
enough food for 29,000 people for a month, but those affected 
will need further assistance or they will go hungry.” (Catholic 
Information Service for Africa, Nairobi, April 29) 


[Previous issue Djibouti, page 1647] 


EGYPT 


a. World Bank approves loan to promote Nile 
Delta: The World Bank has approved a US$120 
million joan for an Integrated Irrigation Improvement 
and Management Project in Egypt. 


The project will support the Government of Egypt to achieve 
more efficient and sustainable use of land and water resources 
by improving the management of irrigation and drainage for 
farmers in the Nile Delta supplied by El Mahmoudia and Meet 
Yazid canals. 
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Co-financed by the Government of the Netherlands and the 
German Development Bank, KFW, the seven-year project aims 
to apply integrated water resource management by empowering 
water users in decision making at both the investment as well 
as operation and maintenance levels for irrigation and drainage 
infrastructure. The project will finance irrigation and drainage 
renovations and provide water users with technical assistance 
for improving water productivity and training at the district levels. 
(Business in Africa, Rivonia, May 4) 

b. Two women among three militants killed in 
suicide attack on foreign tourists: A suicide 
bomber struck at foreign tourists near Egypt's most 
famous museum, April 30, while his sister and 
girlfriend opened fire at a tourist bus, in attacks that 
left all three dead. 


Seven people were injured near the Egyptian Museum. In 
the bus attack in south Cairo, the first in living memory by women 
in Egypt, the two veiled women fired three shorts at the coach's 
back window, the Interior Ministry said. No one in the bus was 
hit. l 

The Interior Minister said that the bomber’s sister, Negat, 
then shot her companion, Khamees, and committed suicide. 
Khamees died in hospital. 

The ministry said the suicide bomber was ihab Yousri 
Yassin, a fugitive member of the group which planned an April 
7 bombing that killed three tourists in a Cairo bazaar. (Indian 
Express, New Delhi, May 1) 

(Previous issue Egypt, page 1647] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia takes lead in African IT service: 
The Ethiopian Telecommunications Corporation 
(ETC) officially launched the country’s broadband 
service, May 5. 

Featuring offerings that include broadband Internet, VSAT 
and multimedia services, the projects aim is to get the East 
African country onto the information highway by providing a 
strong Information Technology infrastructure to bring to all its 
people. 

The ETC worked with numerous companies when setting up 
the infrastructure throughout the country, including Cisco, 
Business Connexion and Dimension Data, and the new service 
will feature ADSL and dial-up options, video conferencing, IP 
telephony and video on demand. 

According to Mark Desimone, vice president at Cisco, the 
beauty of broadband is that it eliminates the concept of time and 
space, while providing a great tool to develop skills. 

"The opening of a broadband offering such as this is 
significant for any nation, and | believe this is just the beginning 
of what will be a bright future for Ethiopia, as this is probably 
the most advanced network in Africa," he said. (ITWeb, 
Johannesburg, May 6) 

b. Aid reaches flood-affected areas: Relief aid 
has begun to reach survivors of devastating floods 
that hit eastern Ethiopia, but the death toll could 
rise further, officials said, April 27. 


Some plastic sheeting and high-energy biscuits had arrived 
in the region, but rescuers had been unable reach all the 
survivors, Ahmed Abdi, from the UN’s World Food Programme, 
said from Gode, one of the worst-affected areas. Many parts of 
the region still remained cut off, he said. 


Thousands were left homeless after flood waters crashed 
into 40 villages in Somali region at the weekend, sweeping 
families away, officials added. "This is a catastrophe," Muktar 
Mohammed Seyyid, government relief coordinator, said. "If we 
don't take action | am afraid the death toll will increase." 


The toll had risen to 82 dead with 30 people still missing, 
although Muktar said those figures could change. The floods, 
he added, had affected about 30,000 people, and at least 5,000 
families had been left homeless. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Addis Ababa, April 27) 


[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1648] 


GAMBIA 


a. Press union launches foundation for free- 
dom of expression: To commemorate World Press 
Freedom Day, the Gambia Press Union (GPU) on 
May 3 launched a "Deyda Hydara Foundation for 
Freedom of Expression" in memory of Gambian 
journalist Deyda Hydara who was shot dead by 
unidentified gunmen on December 16, 2004. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) - 
Conakry source, the newly elected GPU President, Madi Ceesay, 
explained that the Foundation’s main objectives would be to 
support freedom of expression and media rights in the Gambia 
and ensure the protection of the lives and properties of journalists 
who are threatened. 


Deyda Hydara who was co-proprietor of the Point newspaper 
and correspondent for the Paris-based Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) as well as a leading member of the GPU was 
murdered in cold blood in December 2004. Up to now, those 
responsible for his killing remain at large despite repeated 
promises by the authorities to arrest the killers. (Media 
Foundation for West Africa, Accra, May 6) 


[Previous issue Gambia, page 1648} 


GUINEA 


a. Temporary seizure of JA F Intelligent: 
Minister of Interior, Kiridi Bangoura, on April 24, 
ordered the temporary seizure of issue No. 2311 of 
the weekly magazine, JA intelligent which carried 
a story and commentary on the health of the 
President, Gen Lansana Conte. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) - 
Conakry source, the April 24 - 30, 2005 edition of the magazine 
had a front page article entitled "Guinea: the End", and a 
commentary headed "Eaten up with sickness, President Conte 
still hangs on to power and the country is dying". The magazine 
was only allowed to reappear on the newsstands on April 27 
when the temporary ban was lifted. 


The article and commentary by journalist Cheikh Yerim Seck, 
appeared alongside a picture of the President with his back to 
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the camera; and made reference to the serious state of the 
President's health resulting in his very few public appearances 
and its effect on Guinea's deplorable economic situation. (Media 
Foundation for West Africa, Accra, May 6) 

[Previous issue guinea, page 1611] 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Kofi Annan appoints Chissano envoy to 
Guinea-Bissau: United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan has appointed former Mozambican 
President Joaquim Chissano as his special envoy 
to the troubled west African state of Guinea- Bissau. 

Chissano was appointed, April 29, and a UN press release 
states that his task will be "to facilitate peaceful and credible 
presidential elections in Guinea-Bissau on June 19, 2005 as an 
important step towards full restoration of constitutional order and 
stability". 

The UN Office for the Consolidation of Peace in Guinea- 
Bissau (UNOGBIS) is led by another Mozambican, former air 
fofce commander Joao Honwana, who has warned Kofi Annan 
of a rise in tension as the elections approach. 

The key problem is that no fewer than 21 candidates have 
announced their intention of contesting the presidential election 
- and two of them, Joao Bernardo "Nino" Vieira, and Kumba 
Yala, are former. Presidents deposed in coups. (Agencia de 
Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, May 2) 

[Previous issue Guinea Bissau, page 1624] 


IVORY COAST 
a. Security Council mandate exetended by 
another month: UN Security Council, May 4, 
extended the mandate of the UN peacekeeping 
mission there for another month, as it did in April. 
It decided unanimously that "the mandate of the United 


Nations Operation in Ivory Coast (UNOCI) and of the French, 


forces which support it shall be extended for a period of one 
month until June 4, 2005." 


; The resolution called on all Ivorian parties to ensure that the 

elections scheduled for later in 2005 will be free, fair and 
transparent and welcomed President Laurent Gbagbo’s an- 
nouncement, in accordance with a letter sent by South African 
President Thabo Mbeki, that all candidates nominated by the 
party signatories to the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement 
would be eligible as presidential candidates. (UN News Service, 
New York, May 4) 

Gbagbo agrees to let rival stand in election: ivorian 
President Laurent Gbagbo has agreed to use his constitutional 
powers to allow the main opposition rival to stand in the October 
elections, bowing to international pressure and to one of the key 
demands of rebels occupying the north of the country. 

in a speech aired on state television, April 26, Gbagbo said 
he would apply Article 48 of the constitution, which allows the 
president to take extraordinary measures when institutions or 
territorial integrity are at stake. 


"From now’on, until the end of the crisis, given the powers 
conferred upon me by Article 48 of the constitution, | will take 


all the measures | believe the circumstances demand," the 
Ivorian leader said. "As a result, Alassane Dramane Ouattara 
can, if he wants, present his candidature in the presidential 
elections of October 2005." 


Quattara’s exclusion from the last elections in 2000 is 
considered to be one of the root causes behind a failed rebel 
attempt to topple Gbagbo in September 2002, which led the in 
a civil war and split the country. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Abidjan, April 27) 


[Background Info. ivory coast, page 1635:a] 


b. 15 dead, 4,000 displaced in ethnic fighting 
in troubled west: Three days of inter-ethnic fighting 
in the troubled western town of Duekoue has left 
15 people dead and 4,000 displaced; according to 
local officials, May 20. 


Duekoue lies less than 50 km south of the UN-patrolled 
confidence zone that marks the front line between a govern- 
ment-held south and a rebel held north since a rebellion split 
the country in September 2002. 


Fighting broke out, April 29, after some Guere people refused 
to join a strike over security problems by the Dioula ethnic 
group. 

The Dioula are mostly Muslims who trace their origins back 
to northern Ivory Coast and beyond. The Guere are generally 
animist or Christian and see themselves as the original residents 
of the region. 


"There were 15 people killed in the clashes - ten Dioula and 
five Guere," Marcel Diahi, deputy Mayor of Duekoue said. 


"Though calm has been restored to the town, there are still 
lots of problems...some 4,000 people have been displaced," he 
said. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Abidjan, 
May 2) 

[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1649] 


KENYA 


a. 74 illegal schools closed: The Government, 
May 6, closed down 71 unregistered schools in Kisii 
District and arrested their proprietors and teachers. 


More than 2,000 pupils have been affected by the move. By 
May 6, seven proprietors and teachers had been arrested. 


The district commissioner, Abdullahi Leloon, and district 
education officer James Ochieng confirmed that the culprits were 
locked up at the Kisii Police station. 


"They are from Rianarogi, Joyland, Gesero Junior and St 
Charles Viewpoint Academy in Suneka division and St Augustine 
Raganga Academy of Mosocho," Leloon said. They were 
expected to appear in court, May 6, afternoon on charges of 
running unregistered schools. 


The two, who are members of the District Education Board 
(DEB), told journalists that most of the blacklisted schools lacked 
qualified teachers and adequate facilities. 


Leloon said there were at least 114 unregistered schools in 
the area in December 2004. (East African Standard, Nairobi, 
May 7) 
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b. First Lady assaults journalist: As the world 
marked Press Freedom Day, May 3, Kenyans woke 
up to the news that First Lady Lucy Kibaki had 
assaulted a journalist. 


The First Lady slapped KTN cameraman Clifford Derrick on 
the face as he was recording her at the Nation Centre, May 3. 


Mrs Kibaki and her security persons stormed the Nation 
Centre, protesting what she said was falsehoods published about 
her in the media. 


She stayed in the newsroom for about five hours, during 
which she confiscated notebooks, mobile phones, tape recorders 
and cameras from reporters covering her protest. The First Lady 
wanted journalists to reveal who leaked to them information 
about her visits to Muthaiga police station. 


A shocked Clifford said: "It was horrifying. | never thought 
she would go that far." He said as the First lady advanced, he 
kept on recording and thinking “Is she really coming for me?” 
(East African Standard, Nairobi, May 3) 


c. Floods displace thousands from refugee 
camp: A boy was killed and an estimated 25,000 
people displaced by torrential rains in Dadaab 
refugee camp in northeastern Kenya, aid agencies 
said, May 2. 


"A four-year-old boy was killed and his three siblings rushed 
to hospital when torrential rains hit the camp," Emmanuel 
Nyabera, spokesman for the UN High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said. 


"About 5,000 families had their shelters and property 
destroyed and had to move to higher ground for safety," he 
added. 


Dadaab refugee camp, composed of three separate camps, 
was opened in Kenya in 1991, following an influx of Somali 
refugees fleeing civil war in their country. "The floods happened 
in Dadaab’s Ifo camp, which houses about 53,000 refugees," 
Nyabera said. "Most of the displaced have gone to live with 
relatives in the area." 


UNHCR, along with the UN World Food Programme (WFP), 
CARE International and German aid agency GTZ, had carried 
out assessments of the flood damage, Nyabera said. 


“Based on our assessment," he said, "we have begun to 
provide non-food items such as blankets, tarpaulins and kitchen 
sets to 1,000 affected people." (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi, May 3) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1649] 


LESOTHO 


a. Poor voter turnout marks first ever 
nationwide poll: More than 90 per cent of the 
votes have been counted in Lesotho’s local 
government election and the ruling party is set for 
victory, the independent Electoral Commission 
(IEC) said, May 2. 

IEC spokesman Rethabile Pholo gave no breakdown of 
voting patterns and said more results were expected, May 3. 
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"The results from 124 of the 129 councils have already been 
determined, and we can say that the ruling party [Lesotho 
Congress for Democracy] has so far been on top. We are 
awaiting the outcome of the remaining five councils and then 
we will release a statement explaining the results in detail," Pholo 
said. 


Some urban areas have held council ballots in the past, but 
these were Lesotho’s first nationwide local government elections. 
According to the IEC, independent candidates had “faired well” 
in the landmark local poll. "It was quite surprising that the 
independents did so well - in some cases doing better than the 
[official] opposition Lesotho People’s Congress,” Pholo noted. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, 
May 3) 

[Previous issue Lesotho, page t636] 


LIBYA 


a. Shell sings Libyan gas agreement: Shell 
has agreed to a major gas exploration and devel- 
opment deal with Libya and its state oil company. 


The deal could eventually see Shell producing more than 
100 million barrels of oil equivalent from the country. 


Anglo-Dutch firm Shell will spend $105m-$450m on upgrad- 
ing a Libyan gas plant and $187m on exploration. 


The deal is seen as key for Shell, as it tries to rebuild investor 
trust after overstating its reserves. The deal announced, May 3, 
follows an initial agreement in 2004 to forge a long-term 
partnership with Libya. 


As part of this latest deal, Shell has gained the right to explore 
for gas in five blocks covering 20,000 square kilometres at the 
heart of Libya’s major oil and gas producing Sirte Basin. 


"We believe it is a material opportunity that is in line with our 
big cat exploration strategy”, said Matthias Bichsel, head of 
exploration, Shell. If it finds enough gas, Shell and the North 
African state’s oil company, National Oil Corp (NOC) will build 
a new liquefied natural gas (LNG) plant. (Daily Trust, Abuja, 
May 5) 

[Previous issue Libya, page 1600] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Terrorist cell linked to Al-Qaeda disman- 
tled: The government of Mauritania claims to have 
arrested the leaders of a terrorist cell that the US 
military has linked to Al-Qaeda. 

The detainees are allegedly part of the Salafist Group for 
Preaching and Combat (GSPC), close to the outlawed Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) that has operated in neighbouring Algeria 
for more than a decade, said a government statement issued 
recenity. 


“The dismantling of this structure has entered a new phase 
with the arrest, April 27, of the main leaders of the organisation. 
Seven people had been arrested but police sources said 18 
suspects had been placed under arrest in two days of raids. 


According to police, the detentions followed the departure a 
few weeks ago of 20 Mauritanians sent to train in guerrilla camps 
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in the remote southern Algerian desert. Seven of them were 
arrested on their return to Mauritania, the others were on a 
wanted list, the statement added. 


According to US military intelligence, the GIA is close to 
Osama Bin Laden's Al-Qaeda movement, blamed for the 
September 11, 2002 attack on the World Trade Centre in New 
York. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Nouakchott, April 28) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1636] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Thousands march on May Day: Thousands 
of workers took part, May 1, in the traditional May 
Day march through the streets of Maputo. 


The march took about two hours to pass the reviewing stand 
where President Armando Guebuza, Prime Minister Luisa Diogo, 
and other leading figures greeted them. The main trade union 
federation, the OTM, had expected 30,000 people to join the 
march, and this target may have been reached. 

In 2005 the main slogan for the march was "Mozambican 
workers in the struggle against HIV/AIDS" - but marchers took 
the opportunity to raise many other issues on their banners, 
placards, songs and shouts. 


"What about the minimum wage, President !", some yelled 
as they marched past Guebuza. By this time of the year, the 
increase in the statutory minimum wage is usually known ~ but 
because Guebuza’s government was only announced in Febru- 
ary, the tripartite negotiations between the government, the 
unions and the employers’ organisations are behind schedule. 
The negotiations have not even started to discuss the minimum 
wage. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 
May 1) 

(Previous issue Mozambique, page 1651] 


NAMIBIA 


a. PM issues mission statement: Prime Minis- 
ter Nahas Angula, April 28, issued a five-page 
mission statement that underlined the importance 
of economic empowerment that should go hand-in- 
hand with efficiency, effectiveness and account- 
ability -in the public sector 

At the ceremony, he noted that President Hifikepunye 
Pohamba at his inauguration said his administration would 
embrace peace and security, discipline and self-sacrifice, social 
development, economic empowerment and making the country’s 
econo-my grow. ` i 

The mission statement clearly stipulates the goals and 
objectives of the Namibian government through the Office of the 
Prime Minister (OPM) as a public administrator over the public 
service and all government ministries. 

Officially launching the mission, he said: “This document 
outlines the ethos of the public service based on efficiency, 
effectiveness and accountability. This is our promise to the public 
and must be carried out accordingly," explained the Prime 
Minister. (New Era, Windhoek, April 29) 

[Previous issue Namibia, page 1637] 
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NIGER 


a. Leading anti-slavery activist imprisoned: 
Niger’s leading anti-slavery campaigner, Ilguilas 
Weila, and five colleagues have been put in a 
ela prison, a member of his family announced, 

ay 5. 


Judicial sources said the six had been accused of "propa- 
gating false information on slavery and attempting to raise funds 
illegally" by seeking money from London-based aid group 
Anti-Slavery International for the rehabilitation of thousands of 
slaves due to be released in March. 


Weila, the head of prominent anti-slavery organisation 
Timidria, was arrested with his colleagues recently. They were 
held at a police station in the Niger capital Niamey until May 4, 
when they were transferred to prison. 


"We condemn the Niger Government's treatment of liguilas 
Weila and demand his immediate and unconditional release,” 
Mary Cunneen, the director of Anti-Slavery International said. 


"Slavery is a serious problem in Niger and we call on the 
government to work in cooperation with Timidria to achieve an 
end to this abuse," she said. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Niamey, May 5) 


[Background Info. Niger, page 1613:a] 


b. Nutritional emergency in Niger: In the face 
of increasing severe malnutrition in Niger, the 
international medical aid organization Doctors With- 
out Borders/Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) is 
significantly increasing its ability to provide assis- 
tance to people in the worst affected regions. 


The number of malnourished children treated by MSF teams 
has reached unusually high levels for this period of the year, 
and an already alarming situation is rapidly worsening. MSF calls 
upon other agencies to mobilize. 


Since January 2005, only three months after the last harvest, 
MSF has treated more than 3,000 severely malnourished 
children at its therapeutic feeding programme in the town of 
Maradi, southern Niger. This rate of admissions is three times 
higher than for the same period in previous years. (Medecins 
Sans Frontieres, New York, April 25) 


[Previous issue Niger, page 1552} 


NIGERIA 


a. Probe against Obasanjo’s son: Gbenga, 
President Olusegun Obasanjo’s son, was, May 5, 
involved in alleged deal between Global Infrastruc- 
ture Holding Limited and the National Iron Ore 
Mining Company (NIOMCO), Itakpe. 


This is even as the House of Representatives which alleged 
sharp practices in handling of the deal, raised an ad hoc 
committee to probe the transaction. 


The House decision to probe the deal was sequel to a motion 
brought by. Umar Faruk on behalf of 15 federal lawmakers, 
urging a probe into the alleged oi! deal. 
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Contributing to debate on the motion, Idris Nadabo informed 
his colleagues that Gbenga Obasanjo was a co-owner of Global 
infrastructure Nigeria Limited, the company which secured the 
vexed “concession deal" with NIOMCO, Itakpe. 


According to Nadabo, Obasanjo during his numerous foreign 
trips usually introduced his son Gbenga to foreign firms as a 
credible businessman, a development which has enabled him 
(Gbenga) to influence some deals in Nigeria. (Daily Champion, 
Lagos, May 6) 


[Previous issue, Nigeria, page 1652] 


RWANDA 


a. Genocide prisoners boost economy: 
Eleven years after the genocide there are still 
around 80,000 genocide prisoners in Rwanda. 


These prisoners have become an economic resource as they 
are used for economic activities generating money for the 
government budget. 


Butare prison, having almost 10,000 inmates, is one of many 
prisons that have initiated all able and skilled prisoners to use 
their talents despite being suspects in the genocide. 


Available statistics indicate that all prisoners’ activities bring 
about a total income ranging between 800,000 and 1000,000 
FRW per year. Similarly, out of every production, 72% is 
deposited in The National Bank of Rwanda on the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs’ account, 10% is retained for the group of 
prisoners that participated in that particular micro-finance project 
that generated the income in the first place, 10% and 8% is given 
to the prison administration and personnel departments respec- 
tively. (New Times, Kigali, May 6) i 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1638:a] 


b. Hundreds of Rwandans returning from 
Burundi: At least 1,000 of the nearly 7,000 Hutu 
Rwandans who fled their country in April have 
emn home, a Rwandan government official said, 

ay 6. 


"We visited these people in their camps in Burundi and told 
them there was no need for them to flee," Charles Ntakirutimana, 
the mayor of Mugombwa District, said. The district borders 
Burundi. 


‘Many of the Rwanda’s Hutu said they fled because they 
feared unfair treatment in the new village-level "Gacaca” courts 
that the government recently created to speed up trials of 
suspects of the 1994 genocide. 


Speaking on local Rwanda radio, some refugees said they 
fled their homes fearing possible revenge killings after people 
heard testimonies being given at the Gacaca courts. The courts 
are a new version of traditional Rwanda justice. 


Since April, at least 5,000 Rwandan Hutus fled to Burundi; 
another 1,200 crossed into Uganda. "We are telling them that 
Gacaca would not victimise anyone," Ntakirutimana said. "We 
have established a task force which is visiting people in the 
camps and mobilising them to return." (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Kigali, May 6) 
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Top officers flee Rwanda: Two senior Rwanda Defence 
Forces (RDF) officers have fled their country and taken refuge 
in Uganda, security sources have said. 


The sources said another RDF officer also fled Rwanda and 
passed through Uganda to another destination. Five other 
Rwandan army officers fled to neighbouring Burundi, the sources 
said. 

The events in Rwanda follow the arrest recently of Ccl. 
Patrick ‘Karegeya, the RDF spokesman, who is likely to be 
charged with insubordination. 

Ugandan security officials said the identities of the ROF 
officers in Uganda would not be disclosed for their safety. 

"These officers are here and we will immediately connect 
them to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). Disclosing their identities will endanger their family 
and friends," a source said. 


The Rwandan ambassador, Ignatius Karmali, said he had 
not yet been informed of their presence. "I do not know about 
their status and reasons for coming here," he said. (New Vision, 
Kampala, May 4) 

[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1652] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Sierra Leone’s libel laws under fire: On the 
occasion of World Press Freedom Day (May 3), 
Sierra Leonean journalists aren’t celebrating media 
freedom. 

They are girding themselves for’a legal battle over press 
freedom. 

"We think the time is now to challenge in court the sediticus 
libel laws which hang as a sword of Damocles over our heads," 
says Ibrahim Ben Kargbo, president of the Sierra Leone 
Association of Journalists (SLAJ). 

"These laws are inconsistent with the constitution of the 
republic which provides for freedom of expression.” 


The legislation in question, contained in the Public Order Act 
of 1965, criminalizes the publication, distribution and even 
possession of material that may cause "public disaffection” 
against the president and other officials. 


Breach of the act is punishable by imprisonment of up. to 
seven years and, in the case of newspaper, owners and 
publishers, a possible ban on their publications. 

Since its promuigation, this colonial-era law has been used 
by both elected civilian administrations and military regimes 
to silence those who asked uncomfortable questions about the 
leaders of the day. (inter Press Service, Johannesburg, 
May 3) ' 

b. Kabbah’s son arrested at drug cartel: Police 
personnel of the Central Police Station, May 1, 
arrested and detained President Kabbah’s son, 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah Jr and 21 others at a 
notorious drug cartel at Lumiey Street. 

He was released, May 2, under controversial circumstances 
without bail and police reports indicate that the objective of the 
raid was to rid the city of drugs and reduce crime rate in the 
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western ared..Kabbah Jr was whisked off to Central Police where 
he slept on the counter handcuffed despite demands by other 
suspects for him to be placed in the same cell with them. 

"We first met him there in the morning and advised him to 
leave that area but he refused and when we met him there again, 
we had no choice but to arrest him," one of the officers said, 

. adding that the operation which is ongoing is supervised by the 
Western Area Police Commander, Tamba Pujeh Gbekie. 

Sources Police say other suspects would be charged in the 
court but declined to say the issue was selective justice. 
(Concord Times, Freetown, May 3) 

c. Jailed editor denied bail: On April 15, a 
Sierra Leone High Court presided. by a Common- 
wealth judge, Justice Akiiki Kiiza, ruled against an 
application for bail filed by Paul Kamara, the jailed 
editor of For di People newspaper. 

According to MFWA sources, the refusal of bail was made 
on the grounds that the supporting affidavit accompanying the 
application was not signed by the applicant himself, but by his 
wife. 


“This application failed because of lack of sufficient reasons 
why the bail should be granted," Judge Kiiza submitted. 


Kamara was sentenced to a total of four years in prison in 
October 2004 for “seditioulsy" libeling President Anmed Tejan 
Kabbah. 


Kamara’s lawyer, J.O.D. Cole, has expressed his intention 
to appeal against the ruling as he believed that all the conditions 
for filing the application were duly met. 


The MFWA reiterated its call on the Sierra Leone authorities 
to repeal the draconian law of sedition and other laws that 
criminalise speech. The organisation maintained that these laws 
ultimately suffocate free expression and are inconsistent with the 
era of democracy prevailing in the sub-region. (Media Founda- 
tion for West Africa, Accra, May 2) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1639} 


SOMALIA 


a. Premier escapes grenade attack, 7 killed: 
Seven people were killed and 28 others seriously 
injured in a grenade attack on Somali Prime Minister 
Ali Gedi in Mogadishu, May 3. 


Prof. Gedi escaped unhurt after the handgrenade exploded 
a few metres away from where he was giving a speech, bringing 
to a shattering end a political rally attended by one of the largest 
crowds seen in the town in the past decade. 


The young attacker had raised his hand to hurl the grenade 
at the PM when a security man grabbed him, causing the weapon 
to drop and explode. The attacker and the security man died in 
the explosion together with five other people standing nearby. 
One of the dead was cut in half. 

Addressing journalists from his hotel, Prof Gedi said his 
government would not be distracted from its efforts to restore 
peace and stability in Somalia. 

"My government is fully committed to the implementation of 
its political agenda. What has happened today will not discourage 


me, the government and the people of Mogadishu,” he said. 
(Nation, Nairobi, May 4) 

b. Puntiand orders closure of newspaper: 
Puntland authorities have ordered the immediate 
closing of the weekly newspaper Shacab for 
allegedly inciting violence, according to CPJ 
sources. 


The decree, issued after a cabinet meeting, May 6, cited the 
government's constitutional responsibility to uphold the unity of 
Puntland. 

The decree was signed by Vice President Hassan Dahir 
Afqurac on behalf of President Adde Muse Hirsi, who is abroad, 
according to the Somali Journalists Network (SOJON). It ordered 
Shacab "temporarily suspended" for an undetermined period for 
publishing unspecified articles that it claimed could lead to 
unrest. (Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, May 6) 
[Previous issue Somalia, page 1653] 


SUDAN 


a. 4,000 flee LRA raids in southern Sudan, 
several civilians hacked to death: Thousands of 
villagers have fled their homes to escape attacks 
by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in 
southern Sudan. 

In the last one week thousands of Sudanese have been 
forced to cross to Kitgum inside Uganda following stepped up 
attacks by LRA in different parts of the war ravaged south. 

The United Nations estimates, "more than 4,000 people have 
arrived at the refugee transit centre at Palorinya in northern 
Uganda seeking protection,” UN spokeswoman Radhia Achouri 
said. 

Many of the refugees said they had seen LRA rebels hacking 
people to death, cutting their lips off and burning homes, Achouri 
said. 

Most of the refugees were in bad health on arrival, she said. 

Meanwhile, several civilians were hacked to death, May 5, 
in Koch Goma outside Gulu town by suspected LRA rebels. 

"They killed nine civilians and wounded 14 in Koch Doma," 
the military spokesman based in Gulu, Lt. Tabaro Kiconco, Selg, 
(Monitor, Kampala, May 7) 

[Background info. Sudan, page 1630:b] 


b. First blue berets arrive: The arrival of 12 
Nepalese soldiers in the central Sudanese city of 
El-Obeid recently signalled the start of the deploy- 
ment of UN peacekeepers across the country to 
monitor the ceasefire agreement and stabilise the 
southern region, a UN spokesperson said. 

"The first six troops arrived, April 25, and another six came, 
April 27, together with their equipment," George Somerwill, 
deputy spokesperson for the United Nations Mission in Sudan 
(UNMIS) said. "They are drivers and logistical support personnel, 
not military observers,” he said, noting that they would eventually 
move to the eastern Sudanese town of Kassala. 

"Other Nepalese troops landed, April 29, and we expect more 
to arrive over the following days," he added. 
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According to Somerwill, India, Egypt, and Zambia were 
among the countries that had pledged to contribute substantial 
contingents of soldiers and military observers. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, April 29) 


c. American photographer detained: Suda- 
nese security forces in Darfur detained an American 
freelance photographer, April 26, as he photo- 
graphed a refugee camp. 


Hartford-based Brad Clift is under house arrest at a United 
States Agency for International Development office building after 
being detained in Nyala in the Darfur region of Sudan, the daily 
Hartford Courant-reported. He is unable to leave until a hearing 
by Sudanese officials is convened. 


Clift was taking photographs in an internally displaced 
persons camp when he was picked up, according to Thom 
McGuire, the Courant’s assistant managing editor for photo and 
graphics. 


McGuire toid CPJ that Clift, who has not been charged, was 
supposed to appear before a judge, April 27, in Nyala but that 
the hearing was postponed. 


Clift called a colleague at the paper, April 26, from a mobile 
phone and said he was “accused unjustly for trying to take a 
picture of someone in a camp." (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, April 27) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1653] 


TOGO 


a. Gnassingbe sworn in as President: Faure 
Gnassingbe was sworn in as Togo’s new President 
, May 4, 10 days after a general election which the 
opposition said was not fair and riddled with 
irregularities. 


"Before God and before the Togolese people ... |, Faure 
Gnassingbe, elected president of the republic, solemnly swear 
to respect and defend the constitution," Gnassingbe said in his 
formal inauguration ceremony in front of judges and diplomats. 


The 39-year-old succeeds his father, Gnassingbe Eyadema, 
who ruled the small West African country for 38 years to become 
the continent's longest-serving leader before his death in 
February. i 


It was the second time in 2005 that Gnassingbe has taken 
a formal oath of office — the first time was just days after his 
father’s death on Feb. 5 when the army decided to name him 
president. 


Gnassingbe eventually stepped down and opted to stand for 
elections after violent street protests and international sanctions. 
(This Day, Lagos, May 5) 


Diplomatic documents surface citing fraud in April poll: 
In confidential reports that surfaced, May 6, western diplomats 
cite incidents of massive fraud in the disputed presidential polls 
in Togo, including allegations that there were almost a million 
phantom voters which swelled the ranks of those eligible to vote 
by a third. 


The allegations were listed in four briefing reports written for 
European Union headquarters in Brussels, following the April 24 
election. ' 


The papers were published in French on a Togolese 
opposition website: http://www.diastode.org. The reports 
were also quoted at length on Radio France Internationale. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Dakar, 
May 6) 

[Background Info. Togo, page 1640:a] 


b. Catholic Radio forced to stop broad- 
casts:The government of Togo has ordered inde- 
pendent media sources, including a Catholic Radio, 
to suspend their operations, according to a news 
report by a Vatican-based news agency. 


"Even Radio Maria, the country's main Catholic radio station, 
has been told to suspend its programmes," Fides reported, 
attributing the ban to the Togolese military. 


"All independent means of information have been shut down, 
even access to the Internet.” 


Tension was still high, with at least 30 people killed in the 
capital Lome alone in clashes between the police and protesters 
following disputed results of the April 24, 2005 elections. 


Faure Gnassingbe was declared winner of the presi- 
dential vote, against the opposition candidate Emmanuel 
Akitani Bob. 


The agency said that on April 30, army troops surrounded 
the home of Jean Pierre Fabre, General Secretary of the main 
opposition party Union of Forces for Change. 


The same day a gang of armed men set fire to a German 
centre in Lome, the Goethe Institute. (Catholic Information 
Service for Africa, Nairobi, April 30) 


[Previous issue Togo, page 1654] 


TUNISIA 


a. Human rights lawyer sentenced: The Writ- 
ers in Prison Committee of International PEN 
strongly protested the prison sentence handed 
down to Mohammed Abbou, lawyer and human 
rights activist. 

Abbou was sentenced on April 28 to two years in prison for 
an incident at a 2002 conference in which the lawyer physically 
attacked a colleague. 


He was also sentenced to 18 months for "having published 
information that would disturb public order" and "insulting the 
judiciary” in an article posted on the Tunisnews website in August 
2004 which compared torture committed against political prison- 
ers in Tunisia to abuses carried out by US soldiers in Iraq's Abu 
Ghraib prison. 


With reference to the two-year prison term, Tunisian lawyer 
and human rights activist Radhia Nasrawi said that “There was 
no concrete evidence to back up the charge [of the attack], apart 
from an unsigned medical certificate which has no legal standing. 
(international PEN, London, May 4) 


[Previous issue Tunisia, page 1640] 
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UGANDA 


a. 20 Journalists of Procurement News to 
form new newspaper: More than 20 staff have quit 
Procurement News to form a newspaper. 

Stephen Asiimwe, who resigned as Editor-in-Chief of Pro- 
curement News recently, is leading the new team. 

He said they: will be publishing a paper called East African 
Business Week to be launched in two weeks. Asiimwe said the 
move followed a decision by the Procurement News manage- 
ment to close the paper and go into magazine publishing. He 
said this would render a number of staff redundant. 


"We will be publishing a full fledged business newspaper that 
will cover a wide spectrum of financial issues. Readers will also 
be exposed to a cocktail of other management, health, sport and 
planning issues," Asiimwe said. Early in April, Procurement News 
Managing Director, Robert Mwesigwa, told the press that the 
company had changed its priorities. He said they had been 
advised by partners to go into magazine publishing. (Monitor, 
Kampala, May 4) 

GULU: Ugandan victims of LRA choose to 
forgive: The International Criminal Court at The 
Hague represents one way of punishing those who 

; commit atrocities. The raw eggs, twigs 
SUE and livestock that the Acholi Baole of 
northern Uganda use in their traditional reconcili- 
ation ceremonies represent another. 


The two very different systems—one based on Western 
notions of justice, the other on a deep African tradition of 
forgiveness—are clashing in their response to one of the 
continent's most bizarre and brutal guerrilla wars, an often 
overlooked conflict has been raged for 18 years in the rugged 
terrain along Uganda's border with Sudan. 


The fighting features rebels who call themselves the Lord's 
Resistance Army and who speak earnestly of the import of the 
Ten Commandments but who routinely hack up civilians who get 
in their way. 


To add to their numbers, the rebels abduct children during 
the night, brainwash them in the bush, indoctrinate them by 
forcing them to kill, and turn them into ferocious fi ighters seeking 
to topple the government. 


Girls as young as 12 are assigned as rebel commanders’ 
wives. Anyone who does not obey is killed. 


The international court invited by President Yoweri 
Museveni, to investigate the war has announced it is close to 
issuing arrest warrants against the top rebel leadership, 
including, no doubt, Joseph Kony, the self-styled spiritualist who 
is in charge of the operation. But some war victims are urging 
the international court to back off. They say the local people will 
suffer if the rebel command feels cornered. They recommend 
giving forgiveness more of a chance, using an age-old ceremony 
involving raw eggs. 


"When we talk of arrest warrants it sounds so simple," said 
David Onen Acana li, the newly installed paramount chief of the 
Acholi, the dominant tribe in the war-riven north. "But an arrest 
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warrant doesn’t mean the war will end. How do you get it to 
Kony? How will he respond?” 


Acana travelled to The Hague recently to make his objections 
known. 


Recently, an assembly of Acholi chiefs put the notion of 
forgiveness into action. As they looked on, 28 young men and 
women who had recently defected from the rebels lined up 
according to rank on a hilltop overlooking this war-scared 
regional capital, with a one-legged lieutenant colonel in the lead 
and some adolescent privates bringing up the rear. They had 
killed and maimed together. They had raped and pillaged. One 
after the other, they stuck their bare right feet in a freshly cracked 
egg, with the lieutenant colonel, who lost his right crutch in the 
egg instead. The egg symbolizes innocent life, according to local 
custom, and by dabbing themselves in it the killer are restoring 
themselves to the way they used to be. 


Next, the former fighter brushed against the branch of a pobo 
tree, which symbolically cleansed them. By stepping over a pole, 
they were welcomed back into the community by Acana and the 
other chiefs. 


"l ask for your forgiveness," said Charles Otim, 34, the rebel 
lieutenant colonel, who had been abducted by the rebels 
himself, at the age of 16, early in the war. "We have wronged 


you". 


Lars Erik Skaansar, the top United Nations official in Gulu, 
has sought peace in as varied places as the former Yugoslavia, 
Sierra Leone and the Middle East over the last 12 years. "I have 
never seen such a capacity to forgive", he said. 


Uganda's government, which backs the international court, 
has already adopfed the traditional notion of forgiveness as one 
of its peace strategies. 


An amnesty programme in place since 2000 has promoted 
thousands of rebels from the Lord’s Resistance Army and other 
groups to iay down their arms and re-enter society. 


A popular radio pgoramme broadcast in the north sends the 
message out that returning rebels will not be executed, to counter 
what Kony tells his followers. 


"Whoever comes out of the bush is forgiven", explained 
Lieutenant Tabard Kicono, an army spoeksman based in Gulu. 


Also, more conventional peace talks are taking place. Still, 
remarkably, a number of those who have been hacked by the 
rebels, who have seen their children carried off or who have 
endured years of suffering in their midst say traditional justice 
must be the linchpin in ending the war. Their main rationale: The 
line between victim and killer is too blurred. 

Understandably, forgiveness and rage are mixed in many 
people’s heads. 

Conacy Laker, 25, finds it hard to look anyone in the eye 
after losing her nose, ears and lips to rebels more than a decade 
ago. 

"L have nothing to say to the person who cut me," she said 
sternly, staring at the dirt. "But the person needs to be punished 
like | was punished". 


A moment later, though, forgiveness seemed at the fore. 
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"What I'm after is peace," she said. "If the people who did 
this to me and so many others are sorry for what they did, 
then we can take them back”. (Marc Lacey in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, April 23) 


{Previous issue Uganda, page 1655] 


ZANBIA 


a. ‘Stop making false charges against jour- 
nalists’: The Zambia Union of Journalists (ZUJ) has 
called on Central Province minister Webster Kam- 
wendo to desist from levelling baseless charges 
against journalists. 


Kamwendo was quoted as having said during World Press 
Freedom Day commemoration in Kabwe, May 3, that journalists 
from the public media had a tendency to ask for money in 
exchange for service. 


ZUJ president Benjamin Mwanza said that Kamwendo’s 
allegations bordered on corruption and that the statement had 
been careless. 


"The Zambia Union of Journalists takes strong exception to 
allegations by Central Province minister Webster Kamwendo that 
the public media journalists have a tendency of asking for money 
from government officials in exchange for coverage. Even if it 
were true, the minister should not have collectively scandalised 
all public media journalists. 


This blanket statement bedevils all public media journalists, 
the majority of whom put in their best. This was a careless 
statement which paints journalists in bad light and we feel it 
should be pursued to its logical conclusion," Mwanza stated. 
(Post, Lusaka, May 6) 


[Previous issue Zambia, page 1655] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. International relief rejected despite wide- 
spread starvation: The government, grappling with 
widespread starvation caused by a massive grain 
deficit, has rejected international relief aid despite 
indications of a looming humanitarian crisis. 


Sources said the government, which has long accused aid 
agencies of meddling in Zimbabwe's internal politics, has opted 
for another crop assessment before it can accept food aid. 


Apparently, the reluctance to call in aid and shore up depleted 
grain stocks, which by the end of March stood at a precarious 
60,000 tonnes, hinges on the belief that farmers are holding on 
to large quantities of the staple grain. 


But as Harare dithers on the course of action to take, maize 
meal is now among the basic commodities that have disappeared 
from most supermarket shelves in the capital and other parts of 
the country. 


Nicholas Goche, the Minister of Public Service, Labour and 
Social Welfare, confirmed the government is yet to engage 
donors despite belatedly acknowledging the country faced a 
serious food deficit owing to successive droughts and the chaotic 
jand reform. 
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The former state security minister said the government, 
whose relief efforts have been hamstrung by crippling foreign 
currency shortages, blamed on poor exports and the dearth of 
balance of payments support, would in the meantime commit its 
meagre resources towards grain imports. (Financial Gazette, 
Harare, May 6) 


b. Media under siege in Zimbabwe: The 
Paris-based media watchdog, Reporters Without 
Borders ( RSF) has painted a very glommy picture 
of the media turf in Africa, particularly in Zimbabwe, 
in its 2004 annual report released, May 3. 


The report says Press freedom has remained a frustrated 
hope for Africa. 


“Journalists pay with their blood or their freedom for the 
despotism that continues in some countries. Censorship and 
intimidation are weapons still widely used by governments. Death 
threats are common. Self-censorship is widespread and taken 
for granted. And hate media have even resurfaced," said the 
report. 


It was a year of mourning for Reporters Without Borders. Its 
correspondent in Gambia, Deyda Hydara, was shot dead by 
gunmen on the night of December 16, 2004. It was the first time 
one of the organization’s correspondents has been murdered. 
He was the co-editor of The Point and the local correspondent 
of Agence France-Presse (AFP). He was also one of the mast 
widely-read government critics. (Daily News, Harare, May 4) 


c. 65 South African prisoners to be freed: 
Sixty-five South African prisoners incarcerated at 
Chikurubi Maximum Security Prison are to be 
released, May 2, after serving their full nine-month 
term. 


Regional magistrate Mishrod Guvamombe sentenced the 
men to 12 months behind bars for violating the Public Order and 
Security Act by attempting to possess dangerous weapons and 
of contravening the Immigration Act. 


The men, arrested at Harare Airport in March were led by 
Simon Mann. Mann's two pilots, Japp Steyl and Hendrick 
Hammond, received a 16-month sentence each while Mann will 
remain in the lockup. He was initially sentenced to 10 years in 
prison but his term was reduced to seven years after review by 
the High Court. The two pilots should be released together with 
the rest. Jonathan Samkange, the prisoners’ lawyer, confirmed 
that his clients would be released on May 10. (Zimbabwe 
Independent, Harare, May 6) 


d. War veteran found dead: A Marondera war 
veteran, Godwin Ganda, was found dead near his 
farm, May 3, in a suspected case of murder that 
has plunged the whole community into mourning. 


Ganda, whose Chimurenga name was Nixon Zvichapera, 
spearheaded the first farm occupation in the country which was 
initiated by the late Chief Svosve in the Marondera area in 1998. 


The spontaneous move resulted in the Government formally 
resettling thousands of landless Zimbabweans on farms pre- 
viously owned bythe white minority, who occupied 70 per cent 
of the country's prime agricultural land. 
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Ganda is believed to have been killed by unknown assailants, 
May 2, on his way from Marondera where he had gone to make 
funeral arrangements for a deceased family member. 


Passers-by found him lying dead by the roadside with a 
shoelace tied around his neck and a string binding both hands. 
The body had also-been smeared with Vaseline ointment. 
(Herald, Harare, May 5) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1656] 


REGIONAL 


a. BANDUNG: Afro-Asian leaders endorse 
new strategic partnerships:—Asian and African 
leaders endorsed on April 24 a new strategic 
alliance aimed at boosting trade and tackling 
poverty as they tried to revive bonds that launched 
a Third World movement a half-century ago. 


Leaders from more than a hundred countries in Asia and 
Africa signed a declaration on the New Asian-African Strategic 
Partnership at an emotional function in Bandung on April 24, 
bringing to a close a week-long process of consultation and 
discussion aimed at increasing the collective power of the two 
continents in world affairs. 


Leaders of nations from South Africa to North Korea came 
to the former Dutch colonial hill station to honour political 
pioneers who set the stage for the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
50 years ago. 


Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and 
co-host Thabo Mbeki signed a declaration creating a trade 
„alliance that leaders of most of the two continents’ countries 
including Chinese President Hu Jintao and Japanese Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi, had agreed on April 23. 

"The Bandung spirit has been a guidance, and a rallying cry, 
for generations of Asian and African leaders," Yudhoyono said, 
referring to the 1955 meeting. "It was this same spirit that inspired 
us on April 23, in Jakarta to establish a New Asian-Africa 
Strategic Partnership (NAASP)” that "would pool together the 
vast resources, and the tremendous creative energies of Asia 
and Africa". 

Arriving from, Jakarta in a fleet of jetliners, leaders and 
representatives of some 100 countries earlier retraced the step 
taken by the heads of 29 Asian and African governments who 
met here in 1955 to seek a path apart from the Soviet and US 
blocs of the Cold War divide. 


Under a sky flecked with large white clouds the leaders 
walked the short distance from a hotel to the colonial-style white 
and gold Gedung Merdeka (Freedom Building) where the 1955 
Asian-African summit took place. 


The Jakarta summit's formal sessions ended on April 23 with 
the declaration outlining steps to increase Asian-African trade, 


economic and cultural links. Africa may benefit the most from 
the fresh effort to forge links between the two continents. Asia 
has four times Africa’s population, but its GDP is roughly 14 
times Africa's. 


The declaration, after the two days of talks in Jakarta 
attended by the leaders of three-quarters of the world’s 
population, pledged to boost trade and investment ties and 
stressed multilateral approaches to solving conflicts. 

The “New Asian-African Strategic Partnership” will also seek 
to address issues such as terrorism, weapons of mass 
destruction and organized crime, the four-page declaration said. 
It commits countries to meeting internationally agreed targets 
for poverty eradication, development and growth. 

Foreign ministers from the two continents will meet every 
two years and heads of state every four. The next summit will 
be in South Africa in 2009. (indian Express, New Delhi, April 25) 


JAKARTA: Asia-Africa is the missing link:—Inaugurating 
the summit in Jakarta, Indonesian President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono noted that "the sad fact of history is that while the 
Bandung spirit lived on after 1955, the Asia-Africa process 
stumbled. 

"The last time we heard of the ‘Asian-Africa’ conference was 
in 1965 when the attempt to reconvene the second Asian-African 
summit in Algiers faltered. 


"It faltered not for lack of spirit but for lack of process, for 
lack of planning and perhaps for lack of prudence," he said. 


“Across the Atlantic ocean there is the formal alliance 
between Europe and North America. Across the Pacific Ocean 
there is the formal linkage between Asia and the Americas, 
through APEC and ASEAN Regional Forum. 

"But across the Indian Ocean none exists between Asia and 
Africa despite the success story of the first Asia-Africa summit 
in 1955". He said the real challenge today of Asia-Africa was 
not about developing the power to confront but the power to 
connect. 


“Asia-Africa is the missing link in the worldwide structure of 
inter-regional relations", President Yudhoyono said. 

“It took 50 long years for this conference to happen, but Asia 
and Africa has finally assembled here again. Today, the sons 
and daughters of Asia and Africa stand together in this hall as 
equals. We stand tall; proud and free," he said. 

"The operation of the strategic partnership should be based 
on and guided by a wide range of agreed principles that the 
nations of Asia and Africa believe in. Foremost of these principles 
are the Dasa Sila (10 principles) of Bandung laid down in 1955. 
If the Bandung spirit is adapted in our hearts and we make the 
partnership work the story of Asia-Africa in the 21st century can 
be very different from its 20th century past,” he told the opening 
session. (Hindu, New Delhi, April 25) 

[Previous issue regional, page 1632] 
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ALGERIA 


a. Two journalists sentenced to two months 
in prison: On May 17, the Sidi M’hamed Tribunal 
in Algiers sentenced Hakim Lalam, a columnist for 


the daily Le Soir d’Algrie, and Fouad Boughanem, - 


the paper's director, to two months in prison with 
no parole. 


They were sentenced for "insulting" and "offending" the head 
of state. In addition, the journalists and the paper were each 
fined 250,000 dinars. 


The trial took place on March 22. Lalam was accused of 
writing a column published on December 31, 2003, that was 
deemed insulting to President Abdelaziz Bouteflika. As usual in 
such cases, neither the President nor the Office of the President 
filed a complaint against the journalists. The Prosecutor's Office 
launched the legal action independently. 


During the March 22 hearing, the state prosecutor sought a 
one-year prison sentence for Lalam and Boughanem. This is the 
same sentence that is being sought for journalists Ali Dilem, 
Mustapha Hammouche and Farid Alilat, from the daily Libert, 
who were tried on May 10. (Libert, Algers, May 18) 


[Previous issue Algeria, page 1609) 


ANGOLA 


a. World Bank grant accord signed for AIDS: 
Angola and the World Bank signed a $125 million 
agreement covering a number of programmes, 
including projects for HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculo- 

_ sis (TB). 

The. country's Minister of Planning, Ana Dias Lourenco, told 
the Angola Press Agency that the funds would boost existing 
government efforts aimed at tackling the diseases. 


Some $21 million of the agreed amount has been allocated 
to AIDS, malaria and TB, while the remainder will go towards 
bolstering social service delivery, as well as emergency prepar- 
edness. 


Lourenco said the grant represented a sign of ‘trust and 
support, won by Angola over the years, as this was the third 
time the country was receiving such assistance from the World 
Bank. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Johannesburg May 20) 


_ Angola, European Commission sign 15 m Euro agree- 
ment: The Angolan Government and the European Commission, 
May 18, signed in Luanda a convention for financing of a project 


s} 


for vulnerable groups, a component of the General Programme 
of Demobilisation and Reintegration (PGDR). 


The programme is estimated at 15 million Euro, proceeding 
from the European Development Fund (EDF). 


The signing of this document marks the materialisation of an 
accord between the European Commission and the Angolan 
Government, aimed at assisting the increment of the General 
Programme of Demobilisation and Reintegration, that has bean 
implemented by the Southern African country's Executive along 
with some International Community’s partners. (Angola Press 
Agency, Luanda, May 19) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1645] 


BURUNDI 


a. New influx of Rwandan asylum seekers: 
The United Nations refugee agency, May 20, 
expressed concern over thousands of Rwandans 
living in crude, makeshift encampments along the 
Burundian border. 


The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said its 
office in the Burundian capital, Bujumbura, reported the new 
influx of Rwandans into Burundi. The asylum seekers say thay 
fled because of fears over the "gacaca" tribunals looking into 
the Rwandan genocide, but also cited threats and rumours of 
massacres and revenge attacks as reasons for leaving their 
country. 


The agency’s partners on the ground estimate that some 
3,000 to 3,500 new arrivals have come from Rwanda 
recently, bringing the overall total of asylum seekers in 
Burundi since early April to 7,000. Most of the latest arrivals 
are staying at two border crossing points, Busiga and 
Mwumba. (UN News Service, New York, May 20) 


b. Government, rebel group agree to end 
hostilities: Burundian President Domitien Nday- 
izeye and Agathon Rwasa, the leader of the 
country’s remaining rebel group, the Forces Nation- 
ales de Liberation (FNL), agreed, May 15, to end 
hostilities and to work for a lasting and sustainable 
peace in the country. 


"We have agreed to end hostilities immediately," Ndayizeye 
said in Tanzania’s commercial capital, Dar-es-Salaam, shortly 
after signing the agreement with Rwasa. "Technical committe2s 
of the two parties are going to be picked as soon as possible 
so that they start working out modalities for negotiations and 
implementation of the ceasefire.” 
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He addec, "We have agreed that detailed negotiations by 
technical teams are to start within a month." 


Tanzania’s foreign minister, Jakaya Kikwete, as well as senior 
officials of the UN and the African Union (AU) witnessed the 
signing of the agreement, May 15, in Dar-es-Salaam, after at 
least 16 hours of talks. (UN integrated Regionai information 
Networks, Dar-es-Salaam, May 16) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1645] 


CAMEROON 


a. Nigeria, Cameroon renew efforts to end 
Bakassi dispute: President Olusegun Obasanjo of 
Nigeria and his Cameroonian counterpart, Paul Biya 
met in Geneva on May 11, Switzerland, to amicably 
resolve disputes over the ownership and demarca- 
tion of the Bakassi Peninsula. 


The meeting was held under the auspices of the United 
Nations Secretary General, Kofi Annan. Obasanjo and Biya 
agreed to work out-a new date and programme for the withdrawal 
of Nigerian troop“ currently stationed in the Peninsula. 


This is the fourth meeting between the two leaders since the 
World Court, in October 2002 at The Hague in The Netherlands, 
ruled on a clear demarcation of the boundaries between Nigeria 
and Cameroon. 


Commending the exemplary manner in which Nigeria and 
Cameroon have handled their border situation, Obasanjo noted 
that such cohesion ought to be emulated throughout the world. 


He expressed the hope that a peaceful and satisfactory 
solution would be found to the border dispute through continued 
dialogue, and emphasised the need to focus on "the human 
aspect" of the problem. (Nigeria First, Abuja, May 12) 
[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1657] ` 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Rwandan rebels abuse Congolese civil- 
ians, says UN report: Rwandan Hutu rebels based 
in eastern Congo are responsible for hundreds of 
summary executions, rapes, beatings and hostage- 
taking of Congolese civilians in the territory of 
Walungu, South Kivu Province, the UN Mission in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, MONUC, said, 
May 18, in a report. 


"The 1,724 accusations of abuse are essentially against two 
groups of Rwendan combatants," Fernando Castanon, the head 
of the MONUC section of human rights, said. 


He said one group is the Rwandais Forces Democratiques ~ 


pour la Liberation du Rwanda (FDLR) while the other one, known 
as the Rastas, consists of Rwandan Hutus and some Congolese. 


The report is based on 405 confidential interviews taken 
from April 12 to April 29 by a multidisciplinary team from 
MONUC. The alleged abuses took place from June 2004 to 
April 2005. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Kinshasa May 19) 


b. 30 arrested for Katanga Secession plot: At 
least 30 civilians and military personnel suspected 
of plotting the secession of Katanga Province from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo have been 
arrested, Deputy Provincial Governor Chikez Diemu 
said, May 9. 

"They are people of all ages, among them politicians," he 
said. He said judicial and security agents had made the arrests, 
May 6, in the southeastern Katanga town of Lubumbashi. The 
detainees, he added, were being questioned over their partici- 
pation in a network "whose aim was to destabilise the Congolese 
institutions”. 


President Joseph Kabila visited Lubumbashi, May 8, but his 
spokesperson declined to confirm whether or not his visit was 
related to the arrests. 


The Katanga-based Centre for Human Rights said hundreds 
of people had been arrested, but the total number has still not 
Officially confirmed. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Kinshasa May 9) 

[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1658] 


EGYPT 


a. NEW YORK: Boy behind King Tut mask 
comes alive: Artists and scientists drawing on a 
detailed examination of ane TE y have 

ntis, reconstructed the face of the young 
ruler as he might have looked in life. 
He had unusually elongated skull, a narrow face, 
pronounced lips and possibly a receding chin. 


Pictures of Tutankhamun’s reconstructed face and head were 
released , May 10, by Dr Zahi Hawass, secretary general of the 
Supreme Council of Antiquities in Cairo. The new photos 
presented an apparently more realistic depiction of Tut than the 
stylized image of him on his golden burial mask. 


"The shape of the face and skull," Dr Hawass said in a 
statement, "are remarkably similar to a famous image of 
Tutankhamun as a child, where he is shown as the sun god at 
dawn rising from a lotus blossom". 


The reconstructions were based on the most thorough 
examination yet of Tut's mummy, including 1,700 three-dimen- 
sional images taken in January 2005 with computed tomography, 
or CT scans. The pictures of the skull, bones and soft tissues, 
more revealing than ordinary X-rays, were the latest of the Tut 
mummy’s encounters with curious scientists and their modern 
technology since its discovery in 1922. 


Tutankhamun died at 19, too soon to have given much 
thought to the hearafter. But he must have shared his royal 
predecessors’ belief in an afterlife befitting rulers of ancient 
Egypt, an eternity with all of life’s pleasures enjoyed in the 
company of the gods. 


The discovery of Tut's tomb in the Valley of the Kings at 
Luxor was one of the archaeological sensations of the 20th 
century. 
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‘His mummy was X-rayed twice, more than three decades 
ago, and the results heightened speculation about his untimely 
death: whether he died of natural causes or was murdered. 


Now three independent teams of/artists and scholars, one 
French, one American and one Egyptian, have used the CT 
images to reconstruct Tut's face, which Dr Hawass said was the 
best preserved part of the mummy.. The French and ‘Egyptian 
teams were told the subject was Tutankhamun; ‘the American 
team was working ‘blind. , 


The teams essentially agreed on the proportione of the skull, 
the basic shape of the face and the size and setting of the eyes. 
They differed on the shape of the nose and ears. 


The American and French versions showed a weak chin, 
while the Egyptians gave Tut a stronger one, Dr Hawass said 
the Egyptian team’s version “looks the most Egyptian". Before 
the artists began their work, Egyptian and international experts 
in anatomy, pathology and radiology, led by Dr Madiha Khattab, 
dean of medicine at Cairo University, spent two months 
analysisng the CT images. 


They concluded, for example, that Tut's elongated skull was 
a normal anthropological variation, not a result of disease. -OF , 
congential abanormality. They noted his thin face and ' prò-' 
nounced overbite—buck teeth. Tut also had large lips,'a reçeding : 
chin and a small cleft in the roof of his mouth. The examiners | 


said the cleft palette did not appear or have affected his external 
expression in any way. 


All in all, the science team said, Tut appeared to have been 


in good health until he died. Judging form the bones, he was di 
well-fed and there were no signs of malnutrition or disease in; 
childhood. His teeth, except for an impacted wisdom tooth, were: 


in excellent condition. 

So why did Tut die so young, around 1325 BC? An X-ray in 
1968 revealed a hole at the- base of Tuts cranium. Some 
Egyptologists suspected he was murdered, possibly by his 
successor, Ay. 

On a recent visit to the University of Pennsylvania, however, 
Dr Hawass said the scientists who analysed the CT images found 


no apparent evidence of foul play. They said the damage to the. 


cranium was apparently caused when the mummy's discoverers 
pried the burial mask from the head. “No one hit Tut on the back 
of the head," Dr Hawass said, though he conceded that he could 
have been poisoned. (New York Times News Service/Telegraph, 
Calcutta, May 12) 

[Previous issue Egypt, page 1658] 


ERITREA 


a. EU allocates Euro 620,000 for emergency 
food security: The European Commission (EC) 
said, May 19, it had allocated Euro 620,000 to fund 
emergency food security measures for up.to 35,000 
vulnerable households in. the Gash Barka and 
Debub regions of Eritrea. 


The aid would be provided through the Commission's 
Humanitarian Aid department, ECHO, and channelled through 


the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation. it would cover the 
distribution of seeds, tools and animal feed. 


Successive droughts in Eritrea had disrupted traditional 
seed-saving practices, and households had been forced to use 
their limited seed stocks in order to survive, the EC said in a 
statement. 


Adverse climatic conditions, it added, had also resulted in a 
growing and acute fodder deficit far above the "normal" chronic 
situation at a time when the demand on oxen for ploughing was 
highest, and when the mainly female-headed households were 
in dire need of extra support. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi May 19) 


[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1647] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ruling party. claims election victory: Ethio- 
pia’s ruling ‘party, May 17, declared victory in the 
country’s national elections, saying it had already 
taken, more than 300 of the 547 seats in parliament. 


Bereket Simon, information minister and spokesman for the 


, Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), 
. made- the declaration after the initial tally of early polling results. 


"We have the majority," he told reporters. "We can't give 
exact figures, but we nave won more than 300 seats. This is a 
very positive result for us." 


More than 90'per cent of the 25.6 million voters jurned cut 


‘if what was seen as a critical test of the Ethiopian government's 
if commitment to democracy, according to officials. 


` The: National Election Board (NEB) was expected to 
announce provisional results, May 20, although results were 
being posted outside polling stations when counting was finished. 
Final results will be announced on June 8. (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Addis Ababa May 17) 


b. Government taken to task over massive 
rights abuses: As parliamentary elections ap- 
proach, the Ethiopian authorities have established 
new institutions that suppress speech and political 
activity in the country’s most populous region. 


A Human Rights Watch report launched, May 9, in Nairobi, 
accuses government officials of detaining and harassing per- 
ceived political opponents. Even ordinary citizens in the central 
region of Oromia have not been spared, the report notes. 


The ethnic-based party that controls the region, the Oromo 
Peoples’ Democratic Organisation, holds the largest share of 
parliamentary seats within the four-party coalition that has ruled 
Ethiopia since 1991. 


Human Rights Watch said that election observers reporting 
on the May 15 parliamentary vote must acknowledge the extent 
to which these pervasive abuses have been used to prevent the 
emergence of dissenting voices and to punish those critical of 
government policies. (East African Standard, Nairobi, May 10) 


[Prevbious issue Ethiopia, page 1659] 
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KENYA 


a. Scores hurt as police break up demonstra- 
tion: Police, May 19, broke up a demonstration by 
human rights activists protesting against the release 
of Lord Delamere’s grandson. 


Scores of people were injured in Nairobi when police violently 
broke up a demonstration over the Government's decision to 
terminate a murder case against Tom Cholmondley. 


Three demonstrators were arrested during the incident, which 
took place outside Kencom House. The demonstration had been 
organised by civil society organisations, which called for the 
resignation of Attorney General Amos Wako and Director of 
Public Prosecutions, Philip Murgor. They also called on Kenyans 
and their friends to boycott Delamere products. 


Led by the Kenya Human Rights Commission executive 
director Jeniffer Miano, the organisations said Wako and Murgor 
had failed the impartiality test through their selective application 
of the law. 


At the same time, MPs Kato ole Metito, Joseph Nkaissery and 
Narc activist M'Iton Njoroge condemned the termination of the case 
and demanded that Cholmondley be rearrested. (East African 
Standard, Nai-obi, May 20) 

b. Nairobi First Lady faces assault charge: A 
television journalist who was slapped by Kenyan 
First Lady Lucy Kibaki has filed a formal complaint 
with the police, charging her with assault and calling 
for her arrest. 


Clifford Derrick of Kenya Television Network said he filed the 
complaint, May 10, a week after Kibaki stormed into the 
newsroom of the nation's largest newspaper with her security 
staff, demanding journalists be arrested for what she considered 
biased coverage and slapping the cameraman to stop him from 
filming the outburst. 


“lam demanding that she be arrested and be taken to court 
because we have given a whole week to apologize, which she 
has failed to co," Derrick, who won the CNN African Journalist 
of the Year award for 2004, said. 


"We want to prove that she is not above the law’. The 
confrontation followed regular reports by Kenya’s newspapers of 
allegations the first lady acts more like highhanded royalty than 
the wife of a democratic leader. 


News of the encounter provoked widespread outrage. The 
President’s office, however, did not express remorse for the 
assault on the reporter. (Hindu, New Delhi, May 13) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1660] 


LIBERIA 


a. Accord to restructure the armed forces of 
Liberia: At last, the executive order for the restruc- 
turing of the Armed Forces of Liberia was signed, 
May 17, by Chairman Charles Gyude Bryant of the 
National Transitional Government of Liberia 
(NTGL). 


The exercise is in consonance with Article 7 of the 
comprehensive peace accord (CPA) signed by Liberian parties 
during the marathon peace talks in Accra in August 2003. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, which took place at the 
Executive Mansion, Chairman Bryant said the new Armed 
Forces of Liberia will have a command structure, stressing that 
a comprehensive reform of the security sector is an urgent 
and indispensable element for the maintenance of peace, 


‘national security and post conflict reconciliation. (inquirer, 


Monrovia, May 19) 


Bryant barred from LAP activities: Liberia’s Head of State, 
Gyude Bryant, has been barred from all activities of the Liberia 
Action Party (LAP). 


The party's Chairman, Mrs. D. Sheba Browne, announced 
the decision during the party's National Convention held at the 
weekend. 


She pointed out that consistent with the law-abiding nature 
of the party, Chairman Bryant would not be allowed to participate 
in any of LAP activity while he is still at the helm of the country. 


Mrs. Browne told a large crowd of LAP members at the Unity 
Conference Centre, May 13, that the former party chairman, by 
the terms of the Comprehensive Peace Accord (CPA), is barred 
from participating in politics. Mrs. Browne, however, did not say 
whether or not Bryant does not support the party. 


The Liberia Action Party (LAP) dismissed allegations 
that the party is flourishing because it is receiving support 
from the Liberian head of State Gyude Bryant. (News, 
Monrovia, May 16) 

[Previous issue Liberia, page 1650} 


MALAWI 


a. Malawi lifts ban on Steri milk: The govern- 
ment of Malawi has lifted a ban imposed on 
Dairiboard Zimbabwe Limited (DZL)’s Steri milk 
product after the Zimbabwe Stock Exchange-listed 
group met the standards set by authorities in that 
country. 


DZL spokesperson Busi Chindove told The Financial Gazette 
that Malawi, which banned Steri milk two weeks ago citing health 
concerns after it emerged that the product had a shorter shelf-life 
than projected, had Sifted the ban. 


"Following a meeting held between Dairiboard Malawi and 
the Malawi Bureau of Standards, the ban has been lifted and 
exports of Steri milk will resume," said Chindove. 


DZL said it had complied with the standards bureau's 
requirements, saying it expected the product to retain its market 


.Share and position in Malawi. 


“The product was damaged through handling, resulting in 
spoilage. To be specific, the cartons were stacked higher than 
the recommended standard, leading to damaged product 
packaging, which in turn resulted in product spoilage,” said 
Chindove. (Financial Gazette, Harare, May 20) 

[Previous issue Malawi, page 1636] 
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‘MAURITANIA 


a. Two journalists arrested in anti-lslamist 
raids: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has urged 
the Mauritanian authorities to explain the arrests of 
journalists Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Ebilmaali and 
Mohamed Ould Abderrahmane in the course of 
anti-lslamist police raids. 


Ould Ebilmaali was detained on May 19, while Abderrahmane 
was detained on April 25. 


"Arresting journalists is serious and requires the utmost 
transparency," the organisation said. “Counter-terrorism raids are 
no justification for the use of the most repressive police methods 
and detaining people secretly." 


"If Ould Ebilmaali has been imprisoned to make him reveal 
his sources or to punish him for interviewing the leader of an 
Islamist movement, we must voice our disapproval and call for 
his immediate release. On the other hand, if he and Abder- 
rahmane are being held in prisons in Nouakchott for non-political 
crimes, the authorities must say so at once," RSF added. 


The editor-in-chief of the independent daily Akhbar Nouak- 
chott, Ould Ebilmaali also writes for the Arabic-language edition 
of the daily Nouakchoftt-info and is a stringer for the German public 
radio station Deutsche-Welle. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, 
May 20) 

[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1327] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Major companies ignore Mozambican 
sugar: Two major industrial users of sugar have 
struck a major blow against the Mozambican sugar 
industry by switching to imported South African 
sugar, reports the independent newsheet Mediafax. 


The companies are the Mozambican branch of Coca-Cola 
and "Cervejas de Mocambique" (CDM - Beers of Mozambique), 
which is a subsidiary of South African Breweries (SAB). 


These two companies used to be the main industrial 
purchasers of Mozambican sugar. Between them, they bought 
2,500 tonnes of sugar a month - but three months ago they 
switched to imports. 


Filipe Raposo, marketing director of the National Sugar 
Distributor (DNA), said that in the last three months sales of 
Mozambican sugar have averaged 10,000 tonnes a month. 
Compared with the same period in 20004, this is a decline of 
7.4 per cent. The DNA markets the sugar produced by the four 
functioning Mozambican sugar mills - at Xinavane and Maragra 
in Maputo province, and at Marromeu and Mafambisse in the 
central province of Sofala. (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, May 20) 

b. Major jail break-out in Maputo: Maputo 
Central Prison, the largest jail in Mozambique, was 
the scene of a mass break-out, May 13, in which 
20 prisoners escaped, allegedly after poisoning 
some of the guards, reports Diario de Noticias. 
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Prison sources cited by the paper said the break-out had ’ 
outside help not only relatives of the prisoners, but also former 
prison staff whom the current director, Jorge Microsse, has 
suspended. 


Three guards in key positions all fell asleep and the prisoners 
fled over the wall. 


The paper's sources insist that the guards were poisoned 
—somehow the prisoners had acquired a drug, they say, which 
they slipped into the tea that the guards drink. (Agencia de 
Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, May 17) 


c. Farmers affected by drought: At least 
237,000 peasant family farms were affected by 
drought i in the 2004-2005 in Mozambique, according 
to preliminary data presented, May 10, at a meeting 
of the National Directorate of Agriculture. 


According to a report in Maputo daily Noticias, consultations 
are now under way to design a permanent strategy to minimise 
the effects of drought that regularly affects some areas in the 
central and southern regions of the country. 


The preliminary assessment of the present campaign shcws 
that poor rainfall has seriously affected production in many areas. 


The agricultural authorities had initially predicted a harvest 
of about 2.1 million tones of grain, 336,000 tones of legumes, 
and 6.5 million tones of cassava, but the real figures, likely to 
be lower, will be known soon.. 


Speaking of the strategy to mitigate the effects of ane the 
Permanent Secretary in the Agriculture Ministry, Tomas Ber- 
nardino, said that it is essentially aimed at coping with the country's 
vulnerability. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 
May 11) 

{Previous issue Mozambique, page 1662] 


NIGER 


a. UN appeals for $16 million aid to end 
hunger: Niger needs more than US $16 million of 
emergency aid between now and the end of 
September to.stop almost a third of its population 
going hungry, the United Nations said, May 18, as 
it launched an appeal for the semi-desert nation. 


The combination of last year's drought and locust swarms 
wiped out crops equivalent to 15 per cent of Niger's average 
cereal production and almost 40 per cent of the country’s 
livestock fodder. 


The UN said that 3.6 ‘million of the country’s 12 milion 
inhabitants are at risk of going hungry. 


"A "silent crisis’ is looming in Niger," the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in its appeal 
for US $16.2 million. 


"This year food stocks and funds managed by the (national 
food coordinating body) have been fully mobilised to meet 
approximately half the needs of the- crisis and will soon be 
depleted,” it warned. 
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Niger, an arid landlocked country that borders the Sahara, 
is ranked the second poorest nation in the world on the UN 
Human Development Index. Almost two-thirds of people live on 
less than a dolar a day. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Daxar, May 19) 


b. Journalist held at Sultan’s palace: On May 
5, Larwancu Mallam Hami, a journalist for the 
independent radio station ANFANI FM, was locked 
up for several hours in a cell on the orders of the 
Sultan (traditional ruler) of Zinder, a town about 900 
kilometres from the capital, Niamey. 


According to MFWA's Niger source, on May 4, Mallam Hami 
reported on his radio station that Sultan Elhaddji Mamadou 
Moustapha had sold between 50 and 70 lots near the Zinder 
Airport for the construction of housing. Referring to statements 
by the airport director, the journalist alleged that the lots were 
too close to the airport to be safely used for housing. 


The day after the radio broadcast, two of the Sultan's guards 
went to the station’s head office and ordered the journalist to 
follow them to the palace. 


On arrival at the palace, the journalist was immediately 
placed in a cell and accused of showing disrespect to the Sultan. 
(Media Foundation for West Africa, Accra, May 17) 


[Previous issue Niger, page 1662] 


NIGERIA 


a. 100 textile factories closed, 50 in distress: 
The textile sub-sector appears to be on the verge 
of final collapse as the workers have announced 
that 50 other factories currently in distress may 
close down operations unless urgent fiscal meas- 
ures are adopted by government. 


National Union of Textile, Garment and Tailoring Workers 
said 100 factories had been shut down since the country joined 
the World Trade Organisation which paved the way for the 
liberalisation of trade in Nigeria. 


They noted that only ten out of the 150 factories which 
existed in 1999 are in stable condition. Out of this, only one, 
United Textile Plc (UNTL), is in Kaduna, which used to be a 
textile city. 


The first indigenous factory, Arewa and Nigeria's oldest textile 
company, Kaduna textile Mill (KTL) had all gone down. 


In a statement to This Day by the Head, Education and 
Research Department, Bello Ismail, the union said over 100,000 
jobs had been lost, claiming that the textile industry in Nigeria 
which was the second largest in Africa, after Egypt, is in dire 
need of government assistance. (This Day, Lagos, May 19) 


b. Youths attack demolition task force in 
Asaba: Irate youths in Asaba, May 19, launched a 
surprise attack on the men of the State Task Force 
on Demolition of Illegal Structures while demolishing 
structures on !busa Road, leaving several people 
wounded and no fewer than 9 vehicles destroyed. 


The latest demolition exercise resumed in Asaba, May 18, 
where several structures were pulled down right from the Asaba 
Township Stadium stretch on Nnebisi road down to Anwai Road 
axis, 


The rampaging youths held the siaff of the ministry hostage, 
which is located on the same Ibusa Road and allegedly 
attempted to set the office building on fire. The Land Rover car 
belonging to the Delta State Ministry of Lands was burnt down 
including several other cars parked outside the premises. 


Already, 12 persons have been arrested in connection with 
the mayhem, said the state police command spokesperson, Ms 
Olabisi Okuwobi. (Vanguard, Lagos, May 20) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1662) 


RWANDA 


a. Appeals court raises prison term:The 
Appeals Court of the UN International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda dismissed, May 20, an appeal 
by a former Rwandan mayor, Laurent Semanza, 
and increased his sentence from 25 years to 35 
years in prison. 


Dismissing Semanza’s appeal as baseless, the presiding 
judge, Theodor Meron, said, "The Appeals Chamber, upon 
careful consideration of each of the appellant's arguments, 
concludes that each contention is without merit. It, therefore, 
dismisses the appeal”. 


Semanza, a former mayor of Bicumbi Commune, in Kigali 
Rural Province, had filed an appeal before the Appeals Court, 
challenging his sentence on 22 grounds, after he was sentenced 
to 25 years in prison in May 2003 for his involvement in the 
1994 genocide in Rwanda. 


"This is an appropriate sentence," ‘Hassan Jallow, the 
tribunal's prosecutor, told reporters after Meron read the ruling 
for 45 minutes before a packed gallery. 


In his appeal, Semanza had expressed fear of bias by the 
trial chamber, shortcomings in the indictment as well as errors 
with respect to his alibi, among other objections. 


However, Meron ruled that the trial chamber granted 
Semanza credit of nine years he had already spent in detention, 
and a further six-month reduction for a violation of his pre-trial 
rights. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Arusha 
May 20) 

b. 15,000 denied refugee status: Over 15,000 
Rwandese nationals scattered in camps in South 
Western Uganda have no place to call home, after 
the Government denied them refugee status. 


Security state minister Betty Akech, May 18, told the . 
presidential and foreign affairs committee that the National 
Security Council had resolved that they be deported to Rwanda. 


“The Rwandese had first spilled into Tanzania, escaping 
alleged persecution from Kachacha courts trying genocide 
suspects, but were repatriated to Uganda. 
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“We as the National Security Council have recommended 
that we make them go back to Rwanda,” Aketch said. 


The committee that visited Kyangwali, Kyaka, Rukiga and 
Nakivaale refugee settlements noted an influx of Rwandese 
refugees. (New Vision, Kampala, May 19) 


c. Over 1,000 mothers die during labour: 
About 1,071 mothers die during labour every year, 
said Minister of Health Jean Damascne 
Ntawukuliryayo, during a celebration to mark the 
Health Workers Day. 


Ntawuliryayo said that about 1071 out of 100,000 mothers 
who deliver die during labour while at least 196 children die 
before the age of three, which he termed as dangerous. 


He said that the reduction of mortality rates among mothers 
and children was equivalent to getting access to life insurance, 
medication, nutrition and the fight against HIV/AIDS. 


The minister added that the other means of decreasing the 
big number of deaths was the promotion of family planning, 
which could reduce the mortality rate by 36%. (New Times, 
Kigali, May 18) 

[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1663] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Police brutalize human rights activist: 
Human rights, activist and Director of the local 
non-governmental organization, Post-Conflict Rein- 
tegration for Development and Empowerment 
(PRIDE), Alan Quee was, May 14, severely beaten 
by police officers attached to the Congo Cross police 
station. 


Quee said police officers attacked him after he tried to 
persuade them to stop intimidating a girl who they claimed was 
loitering around the Safecon Entertainment Spot, Lumley at 
around 1:15am." 


"I was in the process of persuading them to desist from 
beating the girl when they suddenly descended on me and 
started kicking my stomach and hitting my head with truch- 
eons," he lamented and added that he was later handcuffed 
and bundled into a police landrover and taken to Congo Cross 
police station. 


"Even my younger brother who was at the scene was equally 
beaten while he tried to pacify them," Quee said. (Concord 
Times, Freetown, May 17) 


b. Newspaper editor assaulted: The parlia- 
mentary representative for the Tonkolili Central 
Constituency, Fatamata Hassan Komeh, May 10, 
_instructed thugs to beat up Harry Yansaneh, acting 
editor of the daily For Di People, for allegedly writing 
negative comments about the government. 


According to sources, For Di People staff members were 
engaged in the production process when two sons of the 
parliamentarian and three others entered the paper's offices and 
beat up Yansaneh. 
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They also chased other staff members out of the offices and 
damaged computers and other equipment. 


On the same day, six independent newspapers were forced 
off newsstands for three days following an order from Komeh 
that no generators be used in her building, which houses their 
offices. The Independent Observer, For Di People, The Poci, 
The African Champion, The Pioneer and The Progress could 
not be printed because of a lack of electricity. (Media 
Foundation for West Africa, Accra, May 16) 

[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1663] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. New ways of combating HIV/AIDS bear 
fruit: As young people continue to bear the brunt 
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, a pilot project in South 
Africa’s province of KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) is working 
with families to teach children how to reduce risky 
behaviour before they reach puberty. 


The initiative, ‘Collaborative HIV/AIDS and Adolescent 
Mental Health Project (CHAMP)’, is being led by the Human 
Science Research Council (HSRC) and focuses on strengthen- 
ing communication and HIV/AIDS education between parents 
and youth. 


The largest representative survey of South African youth 
aged between 15 and 24 - conducted by the University of 
Witwatersrand’s Reproductive Health Research Unit (RHRU) - 
shows that by the age of 23, one in five youhg Soult Africar's 
is HIV positive. 


Young women are hardest hit: nearly one in four aged 20 
to 24 is HIV positive, compared to one in 14 men of the same 
age. 

"We need to reach children early, when they are still under 
parental influence, to prevent them from becoming a risk group," 
Prof Arvin Bhana, director of the HSRC Child, Youth and Family 
Development unit and one of the project leaders, told PlusNews 
during an interview. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Durban, May 20) . 

MASJAING: Longing to be a pilot, despite 
turbulence on the ground: In a part of the world 
| Spotlight | where so many young people never 

get off the ground, 17-year-old James 
Mokoena wants to be a pilot. 


He will fly a fighter jet but not just to wage aerial battles. 
Africa is full of hungry people and people sick with malaria, he 
said. Many of them need a James Mokoena to bring them food 
and medicine. 


"| haven't been in a plane,” he said, but dismissively. "I want 
to be in a plane for four, five years, and to know that | am in 
that plane—me. That !, James, am driving it". 


He is standing outside his cement-stuccoed house, a 
four-room box on a dirt road in the township of about 30,000 
on the Lesotho border. Inside is a single bed for him, three 
brothers and a sister. His mother is ill. His father never got past 


e 
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the sixth grade. Everyone here shouts that James's dream is 
folly. Except James himself. Two years ago, having completed 
his elementary education at the township primary school, he 
walked the two'kilometres from Masjaing to Fouriesburg, the 
wealthier town on the other side of the highway. 


There, he announced that he wanted a better education than 
he could get at Masjaing’s uninspiring local high school, from 
which few students ever graduate, and that he wished to enroll 
in the eighth grade. 


"l ask him whether he realized there were schoo! fees to be 
paid, and he said his father would pay them", said Irina Grice, 
the principal at Fouriesburg Intermediate School. 


"His father came, but oh, his clothes were torn, and he was 
very, very poor. 


"But the father said, ‘The child chose, and he wants to be in 
this school". 


One of three of South Africa's 37 million blacks live in 
townships like Masjaing, slums built to keep them away from 
white people when they were not mining whites’ coal or cleaning 
whites’ houses. 


Of those township dwellers over age 15, well over half are 
jobless. Of those with jobs, about 6 in 10 earn less than $250 
a month. The townships are economic and social sinkholes, 
poverty traps in a nation where the rich-poor gap is among the 
widest on earth. 


Jermane Mokena—he calls himself James, he said, because 
he dislikes his first name—wants out of Masjaing. He wants out 
of the underclass that apartheid created and into the world of 
opportunity that apartheid's demise has opened up for other, 
luckier youths. 


"My father—he works," James said. "He keeps on telling me 
that life is very strong, like a rock. You have to push it forward. 
You have to stand for yourself, not just wait to have somebody 
come and say, ‘James, go forward”. 


His father, 44-year-old Petrus Mokoena, is James's unlikely 
inspiration. He works a split shift for the Masjaing sanitation 
department, collecting trash in the predawn hours, sleeping, then 
collecting mere trash in the afternoon. 


For this, Mokoena earns under $300 a month. Fouriesburg 
Intermediate wanted $40 for tuition. Mokoena paid it. Apartheid, 
he said, kept him an indentured and ignorant labourer on a 
white-owned farm his entire youth. 


"want James to see that not to go to school is a bad thing,” 
said Mokoena, speaking in Sotho, his only language. “I want him 
to speak English and to write English. 

Ms Grice said she once asked James why he was doing 
poorly in one subject. "He said, ‘I can’t finish off the work before 
it's dark, and we don’t have electricity,” he said. 

"So I said to him, ‘It’s possible to study by candlelight.’ And 
he said, ‘We don’t have any candles". (Michael Wines in New 
York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, May 7). 

[Previous issue South Africa, page 1653] 
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SUDAN 


a. Policemen, IDPs killed in clashes over 
forced relocation: At least 30 people were killed, 
May 18, in clashes that erupted when Sudanese 
security forces tried to forcibly relocate internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) from Soba Eradi camp, 
30 km south of the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, 
officials said. 


Pareq Osman al Tahir, director of police in Khartoum, told 
reporters, May 18, that 14 police officers had been killed and 13 
injured, while three civilians were killed and 11 injured. 


Other sources, May 19, disputed the number of the dead. 


"The fighting between the police and the community has 
been going on until, May 19, and I can see the police office and 
the office of the Public Committee [the office responsible for the 
organisation and registration of IDPs] burning,” Karak Mayik 
Nyok, executive director of the local women’s organisation, Diar 
for Rehabilitation and Development Association, said, May 10. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Khartoum, 
May 19) . 

KHARTOUM: Adding up Durfur’s dead: Dar- 
fur’s dead have been tossed into the bottoms of 
wells, dumped into mass graves, interred in sandy 
cemeteries and crudely cremated. Children have 
| Spotlight | been snatched from the arms of their 

mothers and thrown into fires; villagers 
dragged on the ground behind horses and camels 
by ropes strung around their necks. 


All of which makes the important and politically charged task 
of counting the precise number of victims of the two-plus years 
of war in western Sudan a virtually impossible exercise. 


Is the death toll between 60,000 and 160,000, as US Deputy 
Secretary of State Robert B Zoellick told reporters during a recent 


trip to the region? 


Or is it closer to the roughly 400,000 dead reported recently 
by the Coalition for International Justice, a Washington-based 
nongovernmental organization that was hired by the United 
States Agency for International Development to try to determine 
whether the killing amounts to genocide. 


Those trying to tally the terror are engaging in guesswork 
for a cause. They say they are trying to count the deaths to 
shock the world into stopping the number from rising higher than 
it already is. 


Sudan has not issued an estimate, although officials in 
Khartoum label the numbers floating around as propaganda. ` 


` With death certificates nonexistent, census figures hope- 
lessly out of date and much of Darfur’s population uprooted from - 
its home villages, the only feasible way to count is through 
broad-brush statistical analysis. To the survivors, the various 
estimates are impossible to grasp. 


"So many died,” Ibrahim Adam Abdallah said simply, his face 
blank, when asked how many lives were lost in Seraf, a 
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settlement in South Darfur that was first emptied a year ago 
and set on fire in April, to ensure that no one ever goes home. 


John Hogan, the John D MacArthur professor of sociology 
and law at Northwestern University who led the compilation of 
the numbers for the Coalition for International Justice, argues 
that devising a death toll for Darfur is worth the effort, even if it 
is a rough approximation. 


"To focus the attention of people, it's important to give them 
some sense of the scale of what's happening in Darfur," he said. 


Totalling up “the dead in Africa's wars has always been 
particularly challenging, from the mass killing in Rwanda ( in 
which somewhere around 800,000 people died) to the continuing 
war in Congo (where the toll is now estimated to be in the 
neighbourhood of 3.8 million). 


Still, the counting continues, and eventually, when Darfur's 
viofene mercifully ends, a number will be agreed upon. That 
number, like the figure of 800,000 for the Rwanda massacre, will 
be forever appended to the awful events. 


The rest of the world, slow to react to Darfur, will then have 
plenty -of opportunity to think about it, and wonder why it was 
able to grow as large as it did. (Marc Lacey in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, May 28) 

[Previous issue Sudan, page 1664} 


SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 


a. Oil minister resigns after controversy: 
Arlindo Carvalho has resigned as Minister of Natural 
Resources of Sao Tome and Principe amid allega- 
tions of irregular procedure and high-level corrup- 
tion in the award of offshore oil exploration rights. 


The row is continuing to delay the award of fresh acreage 
in offshore waters shared with Nigeria. 


Carvalho quit, May 16, citing the existence of private interests 
in the oil business which had resulted in previous governments 
signing unfavourable accords.with the Nigerian-controlled oil 
company Environmental Remediation Holding Corporation 
(ERHC). 


Obligations entered into by previous administrations were 
having a negative.impact on current negotiations to award new 
offshore blocks for exploration, he added. 


Two weeks earlier, President Fradique de Menezes sacked 
his personal adviser on petroleum issues, Patrice Trovoada. 


(UN Integrated Regional information Networks, Sao Tome, 


May 18) 


TANZANIA 


a. Journalist priest Joseph Hando dies: Father 
Joseph D. Hando, a diocesan priest who once 
worked for the Press and information department 
of the Arusha Catholic archdiocese and a newsman, 
passed away,. April 30. 


Father Hando who had been suffering from arthritis and acute 
pneumonia, died’ at the Bugando Medical Center in Mwanza, 


where he was shifted, from the Arusha International Conference 
Centre (AICC) hospital. The second child of Mzee Petro Dohho 
and Mama Tiatlaa Hando, Joseph was born on November 15, 
1962 in the Endulen location of Ngorongoro and got christened 
at the Endulen parish on the March 25, 1978. (Arusha Times, 
Arusha, May 7) 

[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1665] 


UGANDA 


a. 2,000 homeless in Yumbe: Over 2,000 
people, the majority of them children and women, 
have camped at Lombe primary school in Yumbe 
district after being evicted by the National Forest 
feng (NFA) from forest reserves in Moyo 

istrict. 


They were evicted from Eria north and south forest reserves 
in Metu sub-.county on April 25 by NFA officials, who also cut 
down their cassava fields. 


The evicted camped at Gborogborochu village, about 34km 
from Yumbe town council and without food, water and shelter. 
They are also living under the threat of a cholera outbreak. 


The chairman of Aringa Disaster Preparedness Forum, a 
Yumbe-based NGO, Habib Moses Amba, said the first batch of 
homeless people arrived on April 30. 


Amba ‘said another group crossed over to southern Sudan 
as refugees. The group had lived in the disputed forestland for 
over 40 years. (New Vision, Kampala, May 14) 

[Previous issue Uganda, page 1666] 


- ZAMBIA 


a. Mufulira mine accident toll rises to six: The 
death toll at Mufulira’s Mopani Copper Mine, where 
miners fell after the backdoor of a cage ripped off 
on its way underground, has risen from two to six. 


Meanwhile, tension and panic gripped Mopani Copper Mines 
(MCM) management and workers as business ground to a halt 
following a bomb scare. District police chief Stella Libongani 
could neither confirm nor deny the bomb scare. 


Mufulira Municipal Council mayor Leonard Chisangano 
confirmed the development saying four people who were, Ma 
18, unaccounted for had died. Chisangano identified the 
deceased as Silishebo Nyambe, Ng’ambi Pascal, Mboshi 
Rowan, Kabaso Steven, Mulenga Ignatius and Mbindambinda 
Daniel. : 


"All the miners were contracted by Mopani Copper -Mines 
from a company called Presec Limited except for Nyambe who 
was from Hearmis Company,” he said. 


Chisangano said the council in Mufulira had paid compen- 
sation to the families of the deceased as part of its social 
responsibility. 

He said the families would even bury their relatives withaut 
any costs as free graves had already been donated. (Post, 
Lusaka May 20) . 
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b. Envoy to Zimbabwe dead: Zambia's ambas- 
sador to Zimbabwe Elizabeth Mumba has died. 


Foreign affairs permanent secretary Simataa Akapelwa, May 
16, announced the death of ambassador Professor Mumba, who 
died, May 15. Akapelwa said Prof Mumba had been admitted to 
the University Teaching Hospital where she had died after a short 
illness. He said the funeral gathering would be at her farm house 
in Ngwerere, Lusaka. 


The late ambassador Mumba had been Zambia’s Ambas- 
sador to Zimbabwe since 2003. She also served as deputy 
vice-chancellor at the University of Zambia. (Post, Lusaka, 
May 17) 

[Previous issue Zambia, page 1667] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. South Africans linked to coup released: 
Zimbabwe has freed 62 men linked to a plot to 
overthrow the government of oil-rich Guinea that 
alsoyimplicated the son of Britain’s former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. 


The group was released, May 14, after serving sentences 
for weapons and immigration offences. The men, who were 
arrested after their plane was impounded in Harare in March 
2004, were not directly charged with the coup conspiracy. All 62 
were travelling on South African passports when they were 
detained, although many were originally from Namibia and 
Angola. 


Three crossed the border into South Africa, but the group's 
tawyer said the rest were held for questioning by immigration 
officials. The South African Broadcasting Corporation reported 
that all were eventually allowed to cross after proving they had 
valid South African passports. Two were taken to hospital. 
"Prison conditions were very bad but | have no regrets about 
what I did," said one of the men, Bruce Du Preez, looking tired 
and dishevelled. He did not elaborate. (L’Express, Port Louis, 
May 17) 

b. Over 5,000 people arrested: Police have 
arrested over 5,606 people and confiscated goods 
worth billions of dollars as they continue to get rid 
of criminals, illegal dealers, touts, and unlicensed 
flea market operators in Harare. 


This brings the number to 6,156 of people who have been 
arrested under an operation code-named "Operation Restore 
Order", which was recently launched to bring back the capital’s 
image as "The Sunshine City". 


In a related matter, Harare City Council, May 19, launched 
a clean up campaign code-named “Operation Murambatsvina" 
expected to weed out all forms of criminal activities in the city 
and bring back sanity into the capital. 


Following the action by police and council actions, the 
Minister of Small and Medium Enterprise Development Sithem- 
biso Nyoni, May 19, said she would meet leaders of informal 
traders together with the Resident Minister of Harare Metropoli- 
tan Province. (Herald, Harare, May 20) 
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c. Veteran politician Munyoro dead: Veteran 
politician and former Member of Parliament for 
Makoni West and South constituencies, Gibson 
Fibeon Munyoro, is dead. 

He was 72. 


Munyoro was born on October 4, 1933 in Makoni District 
and did his primary education at Matanhire and Nyazura schools 
before he went to Selous Mission in Matabeleland where he did 
his secondary education and later trained at the mission school 
as a teacher. 


He held a BA (Hons) Sociology Major, Politics and Law Minor 
from Lancaster University in England, a Certificate in Education 
at Chester College of Higher Education, a Diploma in Public 
Admi-nistration and Economic Development at York University. 
(Herald, Harare, May 17) 

BULAWAYO: Zimbabwe heading for eco- 
nomic collapse: In the week before parliamentary 
elections in March 2005, the leaders of 

AU the impoverished nation opened the 
national ‘storehouses, wooing voters with sticks of 
normally scare gasoline and corn and a flood of 
freshly printed money. j 


It may have helped: the ruling party, President Robert G 
Mugabe’s ZANU-PF, was installed for another five years. But 
Zimbabwe's false prosperity has evaporated since the elctions, 
replaced by penury and mounting signs of economic collapse. 


Here in the second largest city, lines of cars stretch 400 
metres and more at fuel-parched service stations, and drivers 
spend the night in their cars’ back seats lest they lose their place 
in line. 

Milk, cooking oil and corn, the foundation of the national diet, 
was a distant memory at most stores. At one downtown grocery, 
tubes of the much prized American toothpaste are kept in a 
locked case. 





Zimbabwe's currency, which traded on the black market at 
120 to the dollars in April 2002, went for 6,200 to the dollar in 
December 2004; 12,000 on April 1; and 17,000 in early May. By 
mid-May a single American dollar brought as much as 25,000 
Zimbabwean dollars, through the rate has since steadied at 
about 20,000. 


"It's running out of control,” one Bulawayo manufacturer said. 
"When you're going down a path of destruction, you can keep 
putting patches on the tyres—patch, patch, patch—but eventu- 
ally the tyre is going to burst". 


Business executives interviewed refused to be named, 
fearing that criticism of economic policies would doom their scant 
chances of receiving government assistance. 


One persistent critic, John Robertson, a former government 
economist, said the government appeared to have exhausted 
its reserves on the campaign before the parliamentary elections 
and was now paying the price. 


For years, Zimbabwe's economy has been barely functioning, 
with 70 per cent. unemployment, triple-digit inflation and a 
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currency no foréign creditor will accept. Prosperity has been 
receding since the late 1990's, when the government's attacks 
on international creditors and its seizure of commercial farms 
set off a cascade of economic backlashes. 

Past economic plunges have provoked food riots, gas-line 
protests and government enforcement. This time the govern- 
ment has sent the police to quell mobs outside groceries and 


gas stations, and started arresting street merchants who deal 


too openly in black-market goods and selling currency at illicit 
rates. 


Yet some say that the current crisis may mark a turning point. 
Zimbabwe's main economic problems—capital flight, a dire 
shortage of foreign exchange to meet imports, and turbocharged 
inflation—are now so severe that they are eroding what remains 
of the industrial and agricultural base. 


"Something's got to give", said one Bulawayo manufacturer, 
a major exporter. "The problem is that the decisions to be made 
are so radical, and would affect the average man so badly, that 
they'will never be made. Not under the current environment, 
anyway". 

(Michael Wines in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, 
May 28) 
[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1667] 


REGIONAL 


a. MCHINJI: AIDS now compels Africa to 
challenge sexual ‘cleansing’ of widows: In the 
_ hours after James Mbewe was laid to rest three 
years ago, his 23-year-old wife, Fanny, neither 
mourned him nor accepted visits from sympathizers. 
Instead, she hid in his sister's hut, hoping that the 
rest of her in-laws would not find her. 


But they hunted her down, she said, and insisted that if she 
refused to exorcise her dead husband's spirit, she would be 
blamed every time a villager died. So she put her two small 
children to bed and then forced herself to have sex with James's 
cousin. 


"| cried, remembering my husband," she said. "When he has 
finished, | went outside and washed myself because | was very 
afraid. | was so worried | would contract AIDS and die and leave 
my children to suffer". 


Here and in’a number of nearby nations including Zambia 
and Kenya, a husband's funeral has long concluded with a final 
ritual: sex between the widow and one of her husband's relatives, 
to break the bond with his spirit and, it is said, save her and the 
rest of the village from insanity or disease. 


Widows have long tolerated it, and traditional leaders have 
endorsed it as an unchallenged tradition of rural African life. 


Now AIDS is changing that. Political and tribal leaders are 
starting to speak out publicly against so-called sexual cleansing, 
condemning it as one reason HIV has spread to 25 million 
sub-Saharan Africans, killing 2.3 million in 2004 alone. 


They are being prodded by leaders of the region's fledgling 
women’s rights movement, who contend that lack of control over 
their sex lives is.a major reason 6 in 10 of those infected in 
sub-Saharan Africa are women. 


But change is coming slowly. In a region where belief in 
witchcraft is widespread and many women are taught from 
childhood not to challenge tribal leaders or the prerogatives of 
men, the fear of flouting tradition often outweighs even the fear 
of AIDS. 


"It is very difficult to end something that was done for so 
long," said Monica Nsofu, a nurse and AIDS organizer in 
southern Zambia. "We learned this when we were born. People 
ask, Why should we change?” 


In Zambia, where one out of five adults is now infected with 
the virus, the National AIDS Council reported in 2000 that this 
practice was very common. 


Since then, President Levy Mwanawasa has declared that 
forcing new widows into sex or marriage with their husband’s 
relatives should be discouraged, and the nation’s tribal chiefs 
have decided not to enforce either tradition, their spokesman 
said. 


Still, a recent survey by Women and Law in Southern Africa 
found that in at least one-third of the country’s provinces, sexual 
"cleansing" of widows persists, said Joyce MacMillan, who heads 
the organization’s Zambian chapter. Like their counterparts in 
Zambia, Malawi's health authorities have spoken out against 
forcing widows into sex or marriage. But in the village of Ndanga 
many remain unconvinced. 


Evance Joseph Fundi, Ndanga’s 40-year-old headman, is a 
firm believer in the tradition. While some widows sleep with male 
relatives, he said, others ask him to summon one of the village 
cleansers. Fundi said one of them died recently, probably of 
AIDS. Still, he said, "We cannot abandon this because it has 
been there for generations". 


Since 1953, Amos Machika Schisoni has served as the 
principal village cleanser. He is uncertain of his age. 


Schisoni, who already has three wives, said he continues 
his role out of duty more than pleasure. Uncleansed widows 
suffer swollen limbs and were not free to remarry, he said. "If 
we don't do it, the widow will develop the swelling syndrome, 
get diarrhea and die and her children will get sick and die,” he 
said. 


He insisted that he cannot wear a condom because "this will 
provoke some other unknown spirit". He is equally adamant in 
refusing an HIV test. "I have never done it and | don’t intend to 
do it," he said. 


At the traditional family council after James Mbewe was killed 
in a truck accident in August 2002, Fanny Mbewe’s mother and 
brothers objected to a cleanser, saying the risk of AIDS was too 
great. But Ms Mbewe'’s in-laws insisted, she said. 


If a villager so much as dreamed of her husband, they told 


her, the family would be blamed for allowing his spirit to haunt 
their community. 
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Her husband's cousin showed up at her hut the night after 
the burial. "| was hiding my private parts," she said. "You want 
to have a liking for a man to have sex, not to have someone 
force you. But | had no choice, knowing the whole village was 
against me”. 


(Sharon LaFraniere in New York Times/Asian Age, New 
Delhi, May 21) . 

b. Recalling past failures, UN toughens tac- 
tics for peace-keeping operations in Africa: The 
United Nations, burdened by its inability to stave off 
the mass killings in Rwanda in 1994 and by failed 
missions in Bosnia and Somalia, is allowing its 
peacekeepers to mount some of the most aggres- 
sive operations in its history. 


The change has been evolving over the-last decade, as the 
Security Council has adopted the notion of "robust peacekeep- 
ing” and rejected the idea that the mere presence of blue-hel- 
meted soldiers helps quell combat. 


It is most obvious in Congo, which commands by far the 
largest deployment of United Nations troops in the world. 
Peacekeepers in armoured personnel carriers, facing enemy 
sniper attacks as they lumber through rugged dirt paths in the 
eastern Ituri region, are returning fire. Attack helicopters swoop 
down over the trees in search of fighters. And peacekeepers are 
surrounding villages in militia strongholds and searching hut-to- 
hut for guns. 


"The ghost of Rwanda lies very heavily over how the UN and 
the Security Council have chosen to deal with Ituri," said David 
Harland, a top official at the United Nations Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations in New York. 


A turning point came in 2000 after rebels in Sierra Leone 
killed some peacekeepers and took hundreds more hostage. The 
Untied Nations commissioned a review, headed by Lakhdar 
Brahimi, a former foreign minister of Algeria, which called for 
troops to be deployed more rapidly in peace enforcement 
operations. "No amount of good intentions can substitute for the 
fundamental ability to project credible force,” the Brahimi Report 
said. 


Peace missions in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Kosovo, Burundi 
and Ivory Coast—-each with its own rules of engagement—have 
also moved well beyond the traditional notion of peacekeeping 
in which blue helmets occupy a neutral zone between former 
combatants. -But nowhere do war and peace seem as cloudy as 
in Congo,-where peacekeepers received an increased mandate 
from the Security Council in 2003—and where at least one 
human rights group has complained of- civilian casualties. 


After the failed missions of the 1990's, Western countries 
began contributing significantly fewer troops overseas. In 1998, 


about 45 per cent of peacekeepers came from Western armies. 
The figure is now less than 10 per cent. In Congo, most of the 


‘peacekeepers are Indians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis and Nep- 


alese. As they root out the insurgents who prey on Ituri's 
population, United Nations soldiers in the east have at their 
disposal tanks, armoured personnel carriers, Mi-25 attack 
helicopters, mortars and rocket-propelled grenade launchers. 


“It may look like war but it's peacekeeping,” said Lieutenant 
General Babacar Gaye of Senegal, the force commander in 
Congo, of the largest and most robust of the 18 United Nations 
peacekeeping operations around the world. 


At a militia camp in Kagaba recently, the peacekeepers 
backed up besieged Congolese troops and engaged in a battle 
with ethnic Lendu fighters. 


In March, after an ambush that killed nine Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers, the United Nations forces raided a crowded 
market near Loga to root out fighters preying on the local 
population. The peacekeepers also conduct what- they call 
“cordon and search” operations, which are essentially hunt for 
weaponry in remote villages. 


Their opponents are tribal-fighters who ignored the United 
Nations deadline of April 1 for disarming. In February, militia 
fighters ambushed a group of Bangladeshi soldiers on a foot 
patrol around a camp of displaced people. Nine peacekeepers 
were killed, then mutilated. 


On May 12, another Bangladeshi patrol was ambushed. This 
time, six were wounded and one was killed. At a memorial 
service, Dominique Aitouyahia-McAdams, the top civilian in the 
Untied Nations operation in Bunia, said the death would only 
embolden the operation in its quest for peace. 


General Gaye was in Bunia recently to attend a lavish 
ceremony for the first anniversary of a peace deal that the militias 
signed, agreeing to give up their guns. Since that declaration, 
one of the half dozen militias in Ituri has disbanded, and others 
have shrunk to small bands. 


But the ceremony occurred a day after the memorial service, 
demonstrating that the job was not done. Justice Plus, a rights 
group based in Bunia, lamented that when the peacekeepers 
taided the market near Loga some civilians "paid with their life 
while the mandate of the United Nations was to protect them”. 


But not far from Bunia, awful things continue. Villagers are 
on the run. Men with guns and machetes chase them. In the 
midst of it, heavily armed United Nations soldiers are trying to 
extend their reach. They engage in something shy of war but 
also a long way from peace. 


(Marc Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, 
May 28) 
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ALGERIA 


- a. Several journalists sentenced for criminal 
defamation: - The Committee to Protect Journalists 
is concerned over the recent surge of criminal 
defamation cases brought against journalists in 
Algeria. 


In the past week alone, at least four journalists have 
been convicted of criminal defamation and three have 
received prison sentences. 


Hundreds of cases are pending against local journalists, 
many involving charges of defaming the President. 


On May 25, a criminal court in Algiers found current and 
former employees of the French language daily Liberte guilty of 
defaming the President, according to a journalist present at the 
court. 


Cartoonist Ali Dilem was fined 50,000 Algerian dinars for 
several cartoons published in the summer of 2003. Former 
Liberte director Farid Alilat was sentenced to a year in prison 
for having published the cartoons. Sentenced in absentia, Alilat 
now lives in France. (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, May 26) 


[Previous issue Algeria, page 1669] 


ANGOLA 


a. Government and UNDP sign accord on 
de-mining: Representatives of the Angolan govern- 
ment and of the.United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) signed, May 26, in Luanda, two 
institutional accords of did for the de-mining sector. 


The accords were signed by the Planning minister, Ana Dias 
Lourenco, and by the acting resident representative of the UNDP, 
Boubou Camar . 


One of the projects, estimated at 2 million euros, is to be 
allocated to the National Inter-Sectoral Commission for De-min- 
ing and Humanitarian Aid (CNIDAH), and is aimed at strength- 
ening the capacity of this organisation, being the country’s 
authority in charge of the management of all de-mining actions 
in Angola. 


The other project, called Quick Response Fund, will also get 
2 million euros, and has the objective to provide the different 
operators in the de-mining process with the financial resources 
that will allow them to face their immediate working needs, as 


well as for emergencies and other unpredicted tasks. (Angola 
Press Agency, Luanda, May 27) 


Previous issue Angola, page 1669] 


BENIN 


a. Joint committee on commerce with Nige- 
ria: Nigeria and Benin Republic on May 28 launched 
the Nigeria-Benin Joint Committee on Commerce 
(JCC) at Krake-Benin border. 


The launch was commemorated with the signing of a trade 
agreement by both countries. 


The JCC, initiated by President Olusegun Obasanjo during 
his visit to Benin in April 2004, is to facilitate and regulate 
commercial transactions between both countries. 


Minister of state for finance Ms Nenadi Usman signed tke 
agreement for Nigeria while the Benincise Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Employment Promotion, Ms Massiyatou Lauriano 
Latoundji, signed for her country. : 


The JCC is in response to a distress call from the Beninoise 
President, Mathieu Kerekou, following the imposition of ban by 
the Nigerian Government on certain categories of foreign goods 
coming into Nigeria from Benin. (Nigeria First, Abuja, June °) 
[Previous issue Benin, page 1609] 


BURUNDI 


a. Fraud, violence in civic election: For the 
first time in a decade, Burundians, June 3, voted in 
municipal elections whose largely peaceful atmos- 
phere was broken by early incidents of fraud and 
violence that the top United Nations envoy in the 
country said would lead to a re-scheduling of the 
vote in five constituencies. 


"We have determined that these incidents are limited to five 
of 129 communes, so we have to look at this positively, while 
not denying the seriousness of the incidents," said Carolyn 
McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in 
Burundi. l 


With 124 communes having voted peacefully, the force fram 
the Office of the UN in Burundi (ONUB) and the Government 
defence forces would team up to provide security for the five 
communes near the capital, Bujumbura, she said, "so we will be 
able to reassure the people in those communes that they can 
come out and vote.” (UN News Service, New York, June 3) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1669] 
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CAMEROON 


a. Students, troops in another bloody clash: 
Alain Achuo Amu, a taxi driver, was shot dead and 
several students received bullet wounds in a second 
round of clashes between security forces and 
students of the University of Buea, UB, May 24. 


On May 24, several students were arrested, a police 
personnel carrier was burnt down, guns and ammunition were 
seized and destroyed. Several policemen and gendarmes were 
also wounded. 


The students had rallied that morning and were observing 
their sit-in strike as they had been doing for the past week. 
Southwest Governor, Thomas Ejake Mbonda, is said to have 
observed that the forces of law and order have demonstrated 
weakness and ordered that the students be dispersed. 


Following the orders of the Governor, gendarmes started 
beating the students. They retaliated by throwing stones at the 
gendarmes and a bitter confrontation ensued. The running battle 
which took place mostly between the University Junction and 
Malingo Junction lasted several hours. The students, numbering 
about 1500, threw stones while the troops shot teargas, a water 
canon, clubs and guns. (Post, Buea, May 28) 


[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1670] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Major challenges ahead for Bozize after 
poll victory: After three months and two rounds, 
the Central African Republic’s presidential and 
parliamentary elections are over with the final 
results announced, May 24. 


But the newly-elected President, Francois Bozize, and the 
105 members of.the new National Assembly face the country's 
same basic problems as before. "It's a good thing to win 
elections but the new government must quickly renew negotia- 
tions with the IMF (International Monetary Fund) and the World 
Bank, and the government must increase its revenue to pay 
workers who are starving," Theophile Sony-Colle, a union leader 
who won a legislative seat in the capital, Bangui, said, May 25. 


A 2004 IMF report found empirical evidence that the country's 
political instability was linked to the government's inability to pay 
salaries of civil servants and military personnel. Many have not 
been paid for more than five months and prices of foodstuffs are 
rising. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bangui, May 25} 

[Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1634] 


CONGO 


a. Ebola districts sealed off: As the number 
of suspected cases of the deadly Ebola virus rise 
in Republic of Congo’s northern region of Cuvette- 
Quest, the government and the UN World Health 
Organization (WHO) announced they had quaran- 
tined the districts of Etoumbi and Mbomo. 
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A medical surveillance team is currently monitoring 84 
people who could be infected in the two districts, an adviser 
to the Congolese Ministry of Health, Jean-Vivien Mombouli, 
said, May 23. 


Ebola is transmitted through body fluids and tissue of people 
and chimpanzees infected with the virus. It is one of the most 
virulent viral diseases known to humankind, according to WHO. 


On May 13, WHO reported that nine people had died 
between April 27 and May 11, 2005 in Etoumbi and Mbomo 
from an “acute haemorrhagic fever". On May 18, it confirmed 
that one of the people had died from the Ebola virus. 


However, Mombouli said the people being monitored might 
not be contaminated. The virus takes five to 10 days to incubate, 
he said. 


"We will wait for 21 days just to be sure. Then after that, if 
the person does not get sick, he is out of danger." (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Brazzaville, May 24) 


[Previous issue Congo, page 1658] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UN peacekeeper succumbs to wounds after 
ambush: A Nepalese United Nations peacekeeper 
wounded, June 2, in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo has died of his wounds, according to a UN 
spokesman. 


The peacekeeper had been leading the evacuation of troops 
who had come under fire while providing security for a human 
rights team that was investigating the reported rape and 
abduction of women in the troubled Ituri province. 


Meanwhile, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric also reported 
that a South African peacekeeper remained in critical condition 
after being shot in the head, June 3, while monitoring the conduct 
of elections near a polling station in Burundi. 


On June 2, in Haiti, two Sri Lankan peacekeepers were 
wounded when the armoured personnel carrier they were 
travelling in came under fire, the spokesman said. Those soldiers 
are reportedly out of danger. 


The 115 UN peacekeepers who lost their lives in the course of 
duty in 2004 were honoured at UN Headquarters in New York to 
mark the international Day of UN Peacekeepers. (UN News Service, 
New York, June 3) 


Thousands flee following attack: At least 6,000 civilians 
have fled following an attack recently in eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DR) where 19 civilians were killed and scores 
of others wounded and taken hostage by Rwandan Hutu rebels. 


"Most of the displaced people are women and children in 
fear of further attacks," Rachelle Scott, the head of public 
information in the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, said, May 30. 

The displaced fled Nindja, a village in the territory of Walungu 
in the eastern province of South Kivu after the attack. Many 
sought refuge in the nearby village and began receiving 
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humanitarian aid, she said. According to the UN Mission in the 
DR {MONUC), the perpetrators of the violence were an armed 
group of mostly Rwandan Hutus known as the Rastas. 


The acting deputy provincial governor, Didas Kaningini, said 
that many of the displaced had said members of another 
Rwandan Hutu rebel group, the Forces Dmocratiques de 
Libration du Rwanda, also took part in the attack. (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Kinshasa, May 30) 


b. Aircraft crashes in Walungu, 26 feared 
dead: A Soviet-era aircraft carrying 21 passengers 
and five crew crashed, May 25, in a remote forest 
in the territory of Walungu, in Democratic Republic 
of Congo’s South Kivu Province. 


“According to residents of the crash area, there appears to 
be no survivors," Didas Kaningini, the deputy governor of the 
province, said. 


However, Raymond Sangara, the coordinator of the national 
civil aviation authority in Goma, capital of the eastern province 
of North Kivu, said that the deaths of those onboard could not 
be confirmed. 


The four-engine propeller aircraft crashed in a bamboo forest 
deep in the Walungu mountains, Sangara said. He added that 
a rescue team had been sent to the area but that fighting there 
between government soldiers and armed groups of Rwandan 
Hutus could hamper its efforts. 


The Antonov-12 belonged to Victoria Air, a local carrier. It 
was destined for Kindu, provincial capital of Maniema, but lost 
contact with the air traffic control shortly after taking off from 
Goma, May 25, Sangara said. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Kinshasa/Goma, May 26) 


c. Nine journalists sentenced: The African 
Press Network for the 21st Century (RAP21), 
managed by the World Association of Newspapers, 
has launched an online letter-writing campaign to 
help nine journalists who have been sentenced to 
prison in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 


The journalists were sentenced to 12 months in prison without 
parole on January 5, 2004 after accusing a government official 
of embezzling funds. They were also ordered to pay US$2,500 
each in damages for "defamation" and "slanderous denuncia- 
tions." (RAP21, Paris, May 28) 

[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1670] 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Malnutrition widespread in drought-af- 
fected areas: Malnutrition among children and 
women is widespread in Djibouti, according to newly 
released results of a nutrition and health assess- 
ment of drought-affected areas of the tiny Horn of 
Africa nation. 


Moderate to acute malnutrition rates were high in communi- 
ties dependent on food aid, according to. the survey carried out 
in May by the UN World Health Organization and Djibouti's health 
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ministry in collaboration with the UN Children’s Fund and the 
UN World Food Programme (WFP). 


"High rates of moderate to acute malnutrition and some 
cases of severe malnutrition were found in communities that had 
a high morbidity rate," the survey, said. 


The assessment showed that the main health problems 
among children were diarrhoea, fever, respiratory disease and 
measles, and illness was often associated with malnutrition. 


Chronic malnutrition or stunting was found to be very high - 
over 40 per cent - in all communities that were surveyed in the 
country whose population is 700,000. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi, June 3) 


[Previous issue Djibouti, page 1658] 


EGYPT 


a. Egyptians back electoral change: Eighty- 
three per cent of voters backed a law allowing for 
Egypt's first competitive presidential election, the 
Government said, May 27. 


Interior Minister Habib Al-Adli hailed the 53 per cent of the 
country’s 32.5 million voters who cast their ballots as having 
“expressed themselves freely and displayed their patriotism". He 
said it was "the highest turnout ever registered in a referendum”. 


Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak, 77, won his four previous 
six-year terms by popular referendums-after being approved as 
the sole candidate by a legislature dominated by his ruling 
National Democratic Party. He had called on his fellow citizens 
to “actively participate” in televised address on the eve of key 
vote on May 26. 


"This is a message to all those that thought they had a 
monopoly on the truth and a message for the world”, Adli said 
in a veiled message to the opposition. 


The Opposition, behind a wave of unprecedented protesis 
against Mubarak in recent weeks, decried the referendum. They 
called on their followers to boycott it as an “electoral farce" and 
complained of intimidation by authorities. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
May 29) 

[Previous issue Egypt, page 1670] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ruling party wins: Ethiopia's ruling party said 
it had won hotly contested weekend general 
elections but offered an olive branch to the Oppo- 
sition which made significant gains in the 547-seat 
Parliament. 


While conceding it had lost all of Addis Ababa’s 23 
parliamentary seats as well as the capital’s city council, the 
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Front (EPRDF) said it would 
soon form a new govenrment with a parliamentary majority. "We 
have won the necessary seats to form a federal govenrment; 
we accept the verdict of the people,” said Prime Minister Meles 
Zenwai's party in a statement. 
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The statement was released after two main opposition groups 
said they had won 61 parliamentary seats. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
May 28) 

b. Flood kills 20 in Dire Dawa town: At least 
20 people, including six children, were killed in flash 
floods, May 27, after an intense and sudden 
downpour in Dire Dawa. 


Hospital officials in the town, about 520 kilometres from the 
capital, said they had received 17 bodies, six of which were 
children, but police said the death toll was higher. 


"We are still recovering bodies and we cannot give exact 
figures, but our initial report indicates that 20 people were washed 
away and have all died," said Derege Betru, a police official in 
Dire Dawa. He said rescue and recovery teams were still 
searching for bodies in the town, near Somali State, where at 
least 170 people died and more than 260 000 others were 
displaced by massive floods in April. "We are assessing the 
situation. We hope we will have clearer picture later in the day", 
Derege said. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, May 27) 
[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1671] 


GUINEA 


a. Government finally agrees to open up 
airwaves: The government of Guinea has finally 
agreed to open up the airwaves to privately owned 
radio and television, but not to political parties or 
religious groups, according to a government state- 
ment read out on television. 


Although the government allows private newspapers to 
operate, Guinea is the only country in the region to ban private 
radio and TV, and the issue has long been at the centre of 
demands for more democracy by the opposition and the 
international community. 


At a cabinet meeting, May 31, chaired by the country's 
long-serving ruler, President Lansana Conie, ministers approved 
a draft decree enabling the creation, ownership or management 
of private radio and television stations by Guinean individuals or 
companies, but not by political parties and religious groups, 
according to the statement. 

International donors, including the European Union (EU) that 
currently has a delegation in Conakry meeting decision-makers, 
have withheld big aid packages to Guinea pending a move 
towards greater democracy, better governance and liberalisation 
of the media. {UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Conakry, June 3) 

(Previous issue Guinea, page 1659} 


IVORY COAST 


a. Fresh ethnic violence in volatile west kills 
41: Unidentified assailants wielding hunting rifles 
and knives killed at. least 41 people and injured 64 
after going on the rampage and torching two villages 
in the dead of night in the volatile west, officials 
said, June 1. 
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"The death toll stands at 41. Some were killed with hunting 
rifles, others with knives, and 11 people were burned alive," army 
spokesman Jules Yao Yao said. 


A group of unidentified men attacked the sleeping residents 
of two villages within walking distance of the town of Duekoue 
at around 3 am, June 1, Theodore Ble, a local official from the 
Ministry of Social Affairs said. 


"It's a terrible attack and we think it was well organized," Ble 
said. By noon, crowds of mostly women and children could be 
seen in the streets of Duekoue, hauling bags and bundles with 
them, a member of the UN mission in Ivory Coast (ONUCI) said. 


An official said more than 1,000 people appeared to have 
fled the violence. Ble said hundreds of frightened villagers were 
seeking refuge in the Catholic Mission and at the town hall in 
Duekoue, which lies about 500 km from the de facto capital 
Abidjan. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
Abidjan June 1) 


Revenge killings: At least 10 people were killed in western 
Ivory Coast, June 2, in what residents said were revenge attacks 
for the massacre of scores of men, women and children the day 
before. 


"It's all fear and rumours right now," Victor Tiehi, the mayor 
of the flashpoint town of Duekoue said. 


The mayor said men armed with knives and guns had 
attacked the home of.a.trader and killed eight, people. ` 


Two immigrant cocoa farmers who hailed from Burkina Faso’ 
were also found stabbed and clubbed to death on the outskirts 
of town near the headquarters of the pro-government militia, the 
Patriotic Alliance of the We People, he said. The revenge 
slayings came just 24 hours after 41 people from the Guere 
ethnic group were shot, knifed and burned to death by 
unidentified attackers in two outlying villages. 


The mayor said victims were from "the other side", that is 
to say they were Dioula. 


Duekoue and much of western Ivory Coast is an ethnic 
tinderbox and there is long-standing tension between the 
different groups. The civil war that broke out in September 2002 
has simply exacerbated rifts. (UN integrated Regional Infor- 
mation Networks , Abidjan, June 2) 


[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1660] 


KENYA 


a. Seven killed in bandit attacks: Seven people 
have been killed in two separate attacks at the 
Kenyan/Ethiopian common border. 


Ten others are admitted to hospitals with bullet wounds, 
police said, May 31. The first attack took place in Elhad location 
in North Horr constituency, Marsabit District, when armed bandits 
attacked homesteads, killing three people. Among those killed 
were a 10-year-old boy and two women. The incident took place, 
May 30. The gunmen later escaped with 100 animals after getting 

| information that security personnel had been alerted. 
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The combined force of administration and regular police 
pursued the gang towards the common border. Eastern provincial 
police boss Thomas Chigamba said the officers recovered all 
the animals. Chigamba said authorities were negotiating with 
their Ethiopian counterparts to get the attackers. Tension 
remained high, May 31, in the town as security men patrolled. 
Businessmen who called our newsroom said there could be more 
casualties. (East African Standard, Nairobi, June 1) 


b. New laws open EAC borders to lawyers: 
Kenyan lawyers will be allowed to practice in 
Uganda and Tanzania from July 1, Chief Justice 
Evan Gicheru said, June 2. 


Gicheru said Kenyan laws had also been reviewed to allow 
cross-border legal practice starting July 1. 


Gicheru was speaking when he opened a three-day meeting 
for judges from the East African Court of Justice in Mombasa. 


The judges will examine contemporary developments in 
environmental law and exchange ideas and experiences. 


Gicheru said with advocates and judges in the region working 
together, there would be need to harmonise all laws. 


The Chief Justice said plans were afoot to establish a single 
Court of Appeal of East Africa as it was the case before 1977. 


"When we are united, we become stronger," he said. 
However, he said the quest for economic growth and develop- 
ment in the three countries could polarise judicial opinion on 
environmental matters, pitting pro-development countries against 
pro-environmental ones. 


"The judges of the three East African countries will face fresh 
challenge for deeper and broader understanding of and harmony 
in the region's environmental law and practice," Gicheru said. 


He said environmental law should be prudently applied to 
regulate the relationship between economic growth and environ- 
mental management for the most "wholesome" benefit. 


Gicheru said the eventual political integration of the East 
African community by the year 2010 would also call for uniform 
implementation and enforcement of the environmental law. 


He said the region should strengthen training of judicial 
officers, exchange of ideas and circulation of cases and materials 
on environmental law. (The East African Standard, Nairobi, 
June 3) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1672] 


LIBERIA 


a. Star Radio is back: Star Radio, an interna- 
tionally-sponsored independent radio station that 
was shut down by former president Charles Taylor, 
returned to Liberia's airwaves recently after a 
five-year absence. 

Star Radio started broadcasting in 1997 with the aim of 
providing a voice for all Liberians in the run-up to elections that 
brought Taylor to power halfway through the country's 14-year 
civil war. 
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It soon established itself as the primary source of inde- 
pendent and unbiased information for Liberians, but in 2000 Star 
Radio was taken off the air for allegedly transmitting hate 
messages against Taylor's government. : 


After a five-year absence, Star Radio can now be heard on 
FM for 17 hours a day in the area around the capital Monrovia. 
Residents in rural Liberia can listen to two hours of programmes 
per day broadcast on short wave. Many ordinary Liberians 
welcomed the return of the popular radio station, which is backed 
by the Swiss-based Hirondelle Foundation. 


“Star has a reputation for credibility and accurate reporting 
in Liberia," Derek Sherman, a high school student, said from 
Taylor's former heartland Gbarnga. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Monrovia, May 26) 


[Previous issue Liberia, page 1672] 


MALAWI 


a. Sweden resumes aid: In a vote of confidence 
in the Malawi government, Sweden has broken a 
four-year aid freeze and provided about US $5.5 
million in budget support. 


"Malawi has made considerable progress on macroeconomic 
stabilisation and maintaining control of public expenditure," noted 
the Swedish International Development Cooperation (SIDA). It 
also welcomed the government's "strong anticorruption stance”. 


In 2001 the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and major 
Western governments, including Sweden, barred budget support 
for Malawi as a result of government overspending up to 80 per 
cent of Malawi's development budget is provided by donors. 


SIDA, along with the British Department for International 
Development (DFID), Norway and the European Commission 
(EC), provide financial support to Malawi under the Common 
Approach to Budget Support (CABS). (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Johannesburg, June 1) 


{Previous issue Malawi, page 1672] 


MOROCCO 


a. Moroccans for treating corruption as 
‘crime against humanity’: Members of the inde- 


_ pendent National Authority for Protection of Public 


Funds gathered outside paiyliament recently to 
demand a national authority for truth. 


The National Authority for Protection of Public Funds 
(NAPPF) asked parliament president Abdelwahed Radi in a letter 
to “establish a national independent authority for truth and 
recovering misappropriated public funds" and to "set up a 
national system that would evaluate public auditing accounts 
policy.” . 

The letter was backed by a petition signed by more than a 
million citizens. It asks for corruption ‘to be treated “a crime 
against humanity" and for ratification of the international 
convention to fight corruption. The loss through corruption can 
be gigantic, reports show. An estimated 11.5 billion euros (14.4 
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billion dollars) from the Moroccan National Health and Pen- 
sions Organisation has been misappropriated, a parliament 
investigation committee has reported. (inter Press Service, 
Johannesburg, May 23) 

[Previous issue Morocco, page 1651] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Contract for offshore gas production 
signed: The South African petrochemical company 
Sasol and the Mozambican National Hydrocarbon 
Company (ENH) signed, June 1, an agreement with 
the Mozambican government for production of oil 
and natural gas in blocks 16 and 19, off the coast 
of the southern province of Inhambane. 


These blocks’are to the east of the known onshore Pande 
and Temane gasfields, that are already in production, pumping 
natural gas to SASOL’s plants in the South African town of 
Secunda. 


The contract is valid for eight years, that may be extended 
by another 25 depending on the results of the prospection. 


The ceremony coincided with the first anniversary of the 
official inauguration of the pipeline from Temane to Secunda. 
The contract will be executed in two phases and will cost $7 
million. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 
June 2) f 

b. Renamo members jailed for election vio- 
lence: A court in the central Mozambican province 
of Manica has sentenced two members of the former 
rebel movement Renamo to two years imprisonment 
each for incitement to violence during the 2004 
general election campaign, reports Diario de Mo- 
cambique. 


The case refers to a violent clash in the Manica district of 
Sussundenga on November 21, between supporters of Renamo 
and of the ruling Frelimo party in which several people were 
injured after bodyguards of Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama 
lashed out at the Frelimo supporters. 


The Manica Provincial Court, sitting in the provincial capital, 
Chimoio, has found Joaquim David and Saimone Jossias guilty, 
and sentenced them to two years. David is a member of the 
elected Chimoio municipal assembly, and if the sentence is 
upheld, he will tose his seat. (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, June 2) 

[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1673} 


NAMIBIA 


a. Diamond company signs wage agreement: 
NAMDEB and the Mine-workers Union of Namibia 
(MUN) have concluded a two-year substantive wage 
agreement, covering the period April 2005 to March 
2007 in which diamond workers would receive a 7.5 
per cent pay increase. 


In a statement issued jointly by NAMDEB and the MUN, it 
was stated the increase is across-the-board for workers within 
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the bargaining unit. The parties agreed that effective from April 
2005, the salaries shall be increased by 7.5%. However, the 


; wage increases for the period April 1, 2006 to March 31,2007 


as agreed, shall be subjected to negotiations between the two 
parties should the Annual Inflation Rate fall below the range of 
5,5% or above 7.5%. 


NAMDEB’s General Manager, Rob Smart, congratulated 
both parties. He noted that NAMDEB recognizes the importance 
of observing national holidays as they hold significant importance 
in the history of the country and its people. (New Era, Windhoek, 
June 2) 


{Previous issue Namibia, page 1662] 


NIGERIA 


a. Shia-Sunni feuding splits city: The ancient 
northern Nigerian city of Sokoto, which long enjoyed 
harmony between Muslim sects of Sunnis and 
Shias, is now split by a bloody struggle for 
domination. 


Recently, Sunnis tried to prevent Shias from attending the 
weekly prayers in the central mosque on the grounds that they 
are heretics, leaving two dead and scores injured while houses 
and a seminary were looted and burned. 


The clash was the third in as many months, following three 
deaths in February when Sunnis attacked a Shia study session 
in the same mosque, and scores injured in April in an attack on 
a Shia procession marking the birthday of the Prophet Moham- 
med. i 


A Sokoto-based reporter with a local daily said traditional 
Sunnis ‘were trying to assert their dominance in the face of 
growing minority Shia influence. 


Sokoto is a conservative Sunni society with leaning towards 
the Sufi order, venerating the teachings of Shehu Danfodio, who 
from 1804 forcibly brought most of northern Nigeria under an- 
Islamic dynasty or caliphate with its headquarters in Sokoto. 


The succeeding sultans, monarchs and heads of the 
caliphate, have wielded enormous influence and respect as the 
highest \spiritual leaders of Nigerian Muslims. 


“The Shia sect has been gaining ground in Sokoto in the last 
three years largely due to its vigorous evangelical activities, a 
trend unacceptable to the Sunni traditional institution, which feels 
its influence is being undermined by the Shias and they must 
be curtailed," the reporter said. 


"The Sunnis feel insulted by the Shia’s use of the central 
mosque that was built by Danfodio to preach their creed—some- 
thing which they find unacceptable, insisting that the Shias build 
their own mosque for their activities. 


The Shias maintain that they also have the right as Muslims 
to conduct their activities in the central mosque, arguing that 
building a separate mosque will further polarise the two sects 
which need to come closer and understand each other. This has 
been the cause of friction". - 
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According to Hashimu Ahmad, a political science student 
in the university in Sokoto, the Sunnis find insulting the Shias’ 
references to the historical events. (Asian Age, New Delhi, 
May 17) 

[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1674] 


RWANDA 


a. Thousands of Rwandan refugees living in 
precarious conditions: With some 5,400 Rwan- 
dans crowded into a Burundian transit centre built 
for only 800° people, the United Nations refugee 
agency, Juné 2, said it would take another two or 
nee weeks to add enough sheds and sanitary 
acilities. 


The situation resulted from a decision recently by the 
Rwandan and Burundian authorities to group all the asylum- 
seexers at one site, Songore transit centre, saying the move 
would make it easier to safeguard them and conduct information 
campaigns to try to persuade them to return home, the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said. 


To that end, the Burundian authorities ordered the destruction 
of border sites and the closure of another transit centre, leaving 
the refugees to walk as many as 50 kilometres to Songore. 


According to UNHCR, eight sheds, providing crowded shelter 
for 1,000 people, have already been built, but we will need at 
least another two weeks to build enough shelters and latrines to 
accommodate all. the asylum _seekers. (UN News. Service, 
New York, June 3) 

b. Genocide suspect arrested: Police have 
arrested two men suspected of killing their neigh- 
bour during the 1994 genocide. 


The police arrested the duo after complaints during the 
Gacaca court proceedings, after they allegedly declined to reveal 
where they buried their neighbour. 


In a related development, Cyangugu Governor Sheikh Musa 
Harerimana calléd upon all residents to reveal the truth on what 
happened in 1994. (New Times, Kigali, June 2) 


Trauma a disaster, says health experts: Trauma cases in 
Rwanda have now been termed as a ‘national disaster’ following 
numerous reported cases, particularly among adolescents. 


Most of these cases are a result of the 1994 genocide. 


Recently, health experts from the ministries of health and 
education held ʻa consultative meeting aimed at devising ways 
of eradicating trauma cases, particularly among students, both 
in primary and secondary schools. 


Reliable reports released by health experts indicate that 90% 
of adolescents face trauma and find it hard to concentrate on 
their studies. 


"Yes, we have found out that of all people affected by trauma, 
adolescents are hardest hit because during the period when 
genocide occurred, they were young and most lost their parents, 
said one Yvonne Kaiteshonga, in charge of mental health. 


Most of the adolescents in this age groups are now orphars 
whose lives have been miserable as they have no one to lock 
up to. (New Times, Kigali, May 25) 

[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1674] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. IPI condemns libel charges against jour- 
nalists: In Freetown, May 27, Magistrate Sam 
Margai charged managing editor Sydney B. Pratt 
and reporter Dennis Jones of weekly Trumpet with 
seditious charge. 


After pleading not guilty to the charges, Pratt and Jones were 
released on bail. 


Pratt and Jones were apparently arrested on the orders of 
Attorney General and Minister of Justice Frederick M Carew. 
They were held for 48 hours in police custody and released on 
May 26. : 


The charges are related.to a May 23 front-page article-titled, 
"Kabbah Mad over Carew's Bribe Scandal," Citing an unnamed 
source, the article said that President Kabbah was angry at 
reports that Carew had accepted bribes. (International Press 
institute, Vienna, June 1) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1675] 


SOMALIA 


a. President appeals for calm after clan 
killings: Somalia President Abdullahi Yusuf has 
called for an end to the conflict in country’s second 
largest city, Baidoa, where at least 13 people were 
killed and 20 others injured during renewed clan 
fighting, May 30. 

He said his government had initiated dialogue with repre- 
sentatives from the region to iron out differences and avoid 
further clashes. 


Speaking in Nairobi, May 31, presidential spokesman Yusuf 
Ismail, said continued fighting in the region would interfere with 
the relocation of his administration. 


“| appeal to all the regions to restrain from actions that may 
threaten the peace and interfere with the return of our people 
to Somalia," Ismail said. He claimed the conflict was as a result 
of provocation by an a certain group. However, he said the 
government would not be stopped from restoring order and the 
eventual relocation. (East African Standard, Nairobi, June 1) 


b. Battle over choice of capital: Rival factions 
in Somalia, May 30, battled for control of tne 
south-western city of Baidoa, where President 
Abdullahi Yusuf plans to establish a temporary 
capital. 

The heavy fighting, which involved truck-mounted anti-air- 
craft missiles, mortars and heavy machine guns, is blamed for 
the deaths of 13 persons and injuries to 20. The fighting began 
at about 3.45 am, when shooting broke out between militia Icyal 
to rival Somali MPs. 
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At the centre of the dispute is the question of where the 
capital should be located. One faction is led by Mohamed Ibrahim 
Habsade, an MP who has held control of Baidoa for several 
months. He is against President Yusuf’s plan to move the interim 
capital to Baidoa. 


Habsade dismissed: Somali media feporis that the attackers 
had taken control of up to half of Baidoa. 


He accused Justice Minister and the Agriculture Minister of 
“orchestrating the assault. (Hindu, New Delhi, June 1) 
{Previous issue Somalia, page 1664] 


SUDAN 


a. Annan assures $300 m for peace in Darfur: 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, May 
31, said that nearly $300 million pledged by 
international. donors to expand an African-led 
peacekeeping mission in the Darfur region is “a 
good beginning". 

On his way into UN headquarters , May 31, the Secretary- 
General told reporters that that the situation in some areas of 
Sudan has stabilized. 


"But we still have serious security problems outside the 
camps, and that is one of the reasons why | was in Addis Ababa 
working with the African Union (AU), NATO, the European Union 
and other donor states to provide the necessary support to allow 
the African Union to expand its forces in Darfur from the current 
2,000-plus to about 8,000," he said. sk . 

On May 26, in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa, Annan 
co-hosted with AU Commission Chairperson Alpha Oumar 


Konari a donors’ conference to provide the financing, equipment 
and political backing for an expanded AU Mission in Sudan 
(AMIS). He said that about $300 million was raised in cash and 
in kind, which would be a good beginning for the next phase of 
the operation. (UN News Service, New York, May 31) 


Sudan arrests another aid worker: Sudanese authorities 
on June 2, arrested a second official from an international aid 
agency which published a detailed and disturbing report on mass 
rapes and human rights abuses in the Darfur region of the 
country. 


The move was condemned by MSF Holland and the UN, 
whose envoy in Sudan, Jan Pronk, said he deplored what had 
happened. 


In a separate development, Sudan has also arrested a 
translator who went with the UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, 
recently to hear the testimony of rape victims. Vincent Hoedt, 
Darfur coordinator for MSF Holland, was arrested, June 2, in 
the western area of Nyala and taken to Khartoum for questioning. 
The organization's country director, Paul Foreman, was arrested, 
June 1, and charged with spying and spreading false information. 
He was released on bail and forbidden to leave the country. The 
MSF report, The Crushing Burden of Rape: Sexual Violence in 
Darfur, was published in March. Based on the treatment of 500 
women over a four-and-a-half month period in Darfur, it details 
nearly 300 cases. The report contains harrowing accounts by 
anonymous victims who tell of being held, beaten ‘and raped 
repeatedly for several days. (Guardian Newspapers Lid, Lon- 
don/Hindu, New Delhi, June 2) 


A chance for peace in Darfur 


While no one knows for sure how many people 
have died in the conflict in Darfur, 
western Sudan, more than 2.6 million 

are suffering because of it, and in urgent need of 
assistance. 


Villages have been burnt, crops uprooted, men murdered, 
women raped, children abducted.About 1.0 million people have 
been displaced from their homes within Sudanese territory. 
Others are stiil at home but prevented from planting the crops 
on which their lives depend. If food does not soon reach them, 
they too will be forced to go in search of it, swelling the already 
overcrowded camps. i 


For a period, crimes against danki in Darfur were not on 
the front pages. But for well over a year, they have been. That 
it took intensive coverage in the world media to prompt action 
is a reproach not only to Sudan, but to the whole world. Even 
today, those who are trying to bring the crisis in Darfur to an end 
do not have the kind of support they need. 

Our two organizations have come together to prevent further 
suffering. The United Nations is in the lead in bringing relief to 
the victims, and in seeking to end impunity for those who have 


committed the most heinous crimes. The African Union is in the 
lead in providing security on the ground, and in efforts to revive 
political negotiations—which alone can bring lasting peace and 
are now scheduled to resume on June 10 in Abuja, Nigeria. 


In recent months, the situation has stabilised, and fewer 
large-scale crimes have been reported. A massive UN-led 
humanitarian operation is under way, with over 10,000 humani- 
tarian workers (mostly Sudanese) delivering food, water, shelter, 
and other life-saving relief to up to 1.8 million people, 


In the areas where African Union troops are on the ground 
their heroic efforts have made a real difference: people are less 
exposed to predatory violence, many have returned to their 
villages, and attacks have decreased. 


The humanitarian situation is thus undoubtedly better in 
some areas than it was a year ago, but access remains limited, 
the harassment of humanitarian workers has increased, and 
insecurity remains unacceptably high. 


Hundreds of thousands of war-affected people are still not 
receiving help they need, and the African Union troops are as 
yet far too few to deploy throughout the whole vast territory. , 
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Relief workers are often harassed by local authorities, and 
sometimes even attacked, kidnapped or threatened with vio- 
lence. Non-governmental relief workers from abroad find it 
increasingly hard to obtain visas. And trucks delivering aid are 
hijacked, often by rebels. Early in June two drivers for the World 
Food Programme were killed, in separate incidents. As a result, 
aid does not get through to many of those who most need it. 


The international response is thus falling short in two lethal 
ways: another $350 million in aid is needed to help more than 
3 million people survive the rest of this year, and more troops, 
police, aircraft and other transport, training and logistical support 
are needed to enable the African Union to protect the population 
in much of Darfur. 


As part of our efforts to address the crisis in Darfur, we have 
jointly convened the donor conference in Addis Ababa: to give 
the rest of the world—especially the wealthy countries which 
have the means to contribute, and whose media and public 
opinion have been most vocal about the need to halt atrocities 
in Darfur—an opportunity to rally round and give practical support 
to the Africans who are actually doing something on the ground. 


This conference will complement the one held in Oslo, at 
which $4.5 billion of aid was pledged to Sudan, mainly to support 
the fragile peace, which has at last been achieved between north 
and south after a 21-year civil war. 


Indeed, Darfur can only benefit if the rest of the Sudan is at 
peace, and if the new govenrment of national unity (due to take 
office in July) leads the whole country in a new, more inclusive 
direction. Thus the 10,000-strong peacekeeping force that the 
Untied Nations is now deploying in the south will help make 
peace viable throughout the country, including Darfur. 


But action is urgently needed in Darfur itself, on three fronts: 


The humanitarian effort must be fully funded, and safe access 
for relief workers—both inter-and non-governmental—must be 
fully guaranteed by all parities. 


The African Union force must be expanded without delay, 
and bolstered by logistical and financial support, so that it can 
provide real security throughout Darfur, allowing the people to 
return to their homes and resume cultivating their crops. African 
states that have promised troops must provide the means 
needed, for those troops to deploy. Both the Government and 
the rebels must‘ bring their forces and allied militias under full 
control, and ensure that they fully respect the ceasefire and 
humanitarian law. 


And the parties to the conflict must negotiate a political 
agreement offering solid guarantees for lasting peace. The 
African Union and the wider international community can and 
must help. But in the end peace will only be made, and kept, by 
the Sudanese people themselves. 


(The authors are, respectively, Secretary-General of 
the United Nations and Chairperson of the Commission 
of the African Union) (Hindu, New Delhi, May 27) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1676] 
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TOGO 

a. Killings, kidnappings and rape continue: A 
month after Togo’s disputed presidential election, 
murder, rape and kidnappings by the security forces 
are continuing to drive people across the borders 
in search of shelter, refugees and human rights 
leaders said, May 24. 


“There have been several hundred victims,” Sidiki Kaba, 
president of the International Federation of Human Rights 
(FIDH), said in an interview on Radio France Internationale. "A 
man-hunt is on that takes place at nights." 





Refugees began streaming out of the country of five million 
people after the April 24 presidential election sealed a father-son 
transition. 


The opposition protested that the vote had been massively 
rigged even before the government declared the winner of the 
election as Faure Gnassingbe, a son of Gnassingbe Eyadema, 
Togo’s ruler for the past 38 years. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Cotonou, May 24) 


[Previous issue Togo, pag e 1665] 


UGANDA 


a. Referendum on political system on July 
28: Ugandans go to the polls on July 28 to choose 
a political system under which the country will be 
governed after the 2006 general elections. 


Electoral Commission (EC) chairman Dr. Badru Kiggundu, 
June 2, said he had signed the gazette confirming the polling 
day. 

"| cannot continue to hide the date because it is now official 
and the Gazette is coming out any time," he said. Voters would 
be asked to choose between Movement and Multiparty political 
systems. 


Kiggundu said there were only two sides in the referendum 
(Movement and Multiparty) because all groups that applied to 
canvass for votes fall under those sides. Uganda Newspaper 
Editors and Proprietors Association hosted Kiggundu to a lunch 
discussion at Fairway Hotel in Kampala, June 2. He said 18 
groups were accredited to campaign for the multiparty side and 
11 for Movement. 


The groups made to form two committees respectively, with 
the multiparty side headed by Robert Kitariko and the 
Movement committee by Amanda Magambo. (New Vision, 
Kampala, June 3) 

[Background Info. Uganda, page 

b. Army kills 16 LRA rebels: The army killed 
16 LRA rebels in follow-up pursuits and battles in 
Pader and Kitgum districts, May 30. 


The army spokesman in the north, Lt. Tabaro Kiconco, said, 
May 31, that they recovered five guns and several bullets, and 
rescued 17 abductees in Gulu district. 


He said one rebel defected to the UPDF in Pader. 
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Kiconco said a group of rebels suspected to be under the 
command of Okuti, an LRA field commander, was ambushed by 
the UPDF's 107 battalion mobile troops west of Acuru in Wol 
sub-county, Agago in Pader. Six rebels were killed. He said three 
others were killed at Kimia in Kitgum and a sub-machine gun 
was recovered. 


Kiconco said three more rebels were killed along River Atup, 
northwest of Rackoko Corner in Aruu county in Pader. Another 
rebel was killed in Lalak Bamboo Forest in Padibe sub-county 
in Kitgum, Kiconco said. (New Vision, Kampala, June 3) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1677} 


ZAMBIA 


a. WFP grants Zambia $65m:The World Food 
Programme (WFP) has granted Zambia US$65 
million, aimed at cushioning food shortages for 
vulnerable people living in drought prone areas and 
those struck by HIV and AIDS. 


WFP country director David Stevenson and finance minister 
Ng’andu Magande, June 2, signed the agreement, which seeks 
to assist 1.3 million people over a three-year period. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, Magande said the 
agreement was WFP’s response to a request made by the 
government for relief and recovery assistance after two years of 
an emergency operation that had addressed decreasing food 
security due to drought and HIV/AIDS. 


The US$65 million covers the cost of purchasing food items 
such as grain, pulses, oil and fortified blended food, as well as 
transport, shipping, handling and administration costs. 


The assiscance is aimed at increasing household food 
assets."Zambia has close to one million orphans and this figure 
is increasing on a yearly basis and it is expected to reach 1.3 
million by 2010, mainly due to AIDS," Magande said. (Post, 
Lusaka, June 3)’ 


[Previous issue Zambia, page 1677] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Thousands held in swoop as hundreds of 
shanti towns are bulldozed, houses torched: 
Zimbabwe police have arrested more than 22,000 
persons as a fierce blitz on illegal stores and 
shantytowns gathered pace, sending homeless 
people fleeing for the countryside, the state Herald 
newspaper said on June 1. 


"We have so far arrested a fotal of 22,735 persons and 
recovered 33.5 kg of gold from 47 illegal gold panners and 26,000 
litres of fuel," Assistant Police Commissioner Wayne Bvudzijena 
told the newspaper. 


Zimbabwe's main Opposition party, which draws the bulk of 
its support in urban areas, has called on people to mobilise 
against the crackdown, which has also been criticised by religious 
leaders. ; 


President Robert Mugabe’s Government said the campaign 
is meant to stamp out black market trading and other crimes in 
slums around Harare and other cities. 


Police have used sledgehammers and bulldozers to demolish 
thousands of illegal shacks and torched others, leaving residents 
scrambling to secure their possessions before their homes and 
businesses are destroyed. 


Many of those displaced by the crackdown are seeking to 
return to their family homes in the countryside, although a 
desperate fuel shortage caused by Zimbabwe's deepening 
economic crisis has made transport difficult. ‘ 


Zimbabwe has seen its economy contract by some 30 per 
cent over the past five years and is reeling under shortage of 
foreign exchange, fuel and other key commodities amid sharp 
drops in international investment and tourism. 


Critics say the crisis has been caused in large part by 
Mugabe's controversial policy of seizing white-owned farms to 
give to landless blacks—a move they say all but destroyed the 
key commercial agricultural sector. (Hindu, New Delhi, June 3) 


b. EAA signs deal with air Zimbabwe: East 
African Airlines and Air Zimbabwe have concluded 
a code share deal arrangement on the Dubai and 
Harare routes. K 


The joint venture agreement was finalised on May 10, and 
flights commenced on May 16 with the two carriers operating 
jointly on Entebbe-Dubai and Harare routes, as well as 
interlinking on all destinations operated by Air Zimbabwe. 


Addressing a joint press conference at EAA's office, May 26, 
the Chief Executive Officer EAA, Benedict Mutyaba, said the 
cooperation provides customers with great flexibility and choices 
to destinations like Bangkok, Beijing, Johannesburg, Kariba, 
Kinshasa, and Lilongwe. 


Other destinations are Luanda, Lubumbashi, 
Maputo, Mauritius, Singapore and Victoria Falls. 


Lusaka, 


Operating a Boeing 767-200 series, East African Airlines with 
their partner, will- offer two direct flights out of Entebbe on a 
weekly basis every Tuesday and Thursday to Dubai, and every 
Wednesday and Friday to Harare. (Monitor, Kampata, May 30) 


c. Zimbabwe for return of white farmers: White 
farmers may be allowed back on their land in 
Zimbabwe as part of a plan by the Government of 
Robert Mugabe to solve the country’s deepening 
economic crisis. 


The President's key finance aide has called for some of the 
farmers whose properties were confiscated in a land seizure 
programme to be allowed to resume growing crops to boost the 
country's flagging agricultural output. Gideon Gono, Governor of 
the central bank and Mugabe's main policy maker, made the 
proposal as he announced a 31 per cent devaluation of the 
Zimbabwe currency. 


“in order to ensure maximum productivity levels, there is 


great scope in the country promoting and supporting joint 
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ventures between the new farmers with progressive-minded 
former operators," said Gono in a state radio and television 
broadcast that lasted nearly three hours. He added that the 
skilled whites and other new investors would be given special 
guarantees of uninterrupted tenure of five to 10 years, backed 
by Government force to prevent any disruptions on the farms. 
Gono was careful to say that it would not reverse Mugabe's 
redistribution of white-owned land to blacks. 


However, observers say his plan would be an implicit 
admission that the land seizure policy has failed. 


A Zimbabwean economist, John Robertson, said: "This 
shows the desperation of the Government to improve the 
economy. They say it is not a reversal of their land seizures, but 
it is. It won't get very far. 


| don't think many farmers will take up the offer because they 
would have to give up their title deeds and lease their land back. 


The range of measures proposed by Gono and the 
Government shows that the economic situation is dire. But they 
are avoiding the fundamental changes needed because those 
would be opposed by Mugabe. These measures don’t add up. 
The economy will continue to be a disaster area". 

At the start of the land seizure policy in 2000, Zimbabwe had 
4,500 white farmers, now about 400 remain on portions of their 
farms. 

Mozambique, Zambia and Nigeria have welcomed some of 
the skilled white farmers. The economy has also shrunk by more 
than 40 per cent in five years. Mugabe did not comment on 
Gono's proposal. 

(Guardian Newspapers Ltd, London/Hindu, New Delhi, 
May 23) ‘ 
[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1678] 
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a. PRETORIA: Cameroon versus South Africa 
in custody fight over gorillas: Where does a 600 
pound gorilla sleep? 

Cameroon's government knows the right answer. But for two 
years, South Africa seemed not to have heard the question. 


Since acknowledging it in December 2004, South Africa's ` 


Science Ministry has offered one reply and its Environment 
Ministry another, and each contradicts the other. 


Only two things are clear: the gorillas—actually, four Western 
Lowland gorillas—are sleeping at the National Zoological 
Gardens of South Africa, in Pretoria, in what it calls a 
“state-of-the-art, world-class facility" that is receiving its final 
touches. 

And despite Cameroon’s claim on the gorillas, the zoo has 
no intention of giving them up. i 

Cynics suggest that South Africa's extended pondering of 
_ the gorilla question was intended to permit the zoo to build its 
gorilla house and claim permanent ownership of the animals. 
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Malicious slander, the zoo’s executive director, Willie La- 
buschangne, said. 





"We've done it for protecting the animals," he said. 


The four gorillas, stolen as babies and smuggled to Malaysia 
before being surrendered a year ago, are the prize in a protracted 
custody battle involving South Africa, Cameroon, Nigeria and 
much of the international wildlife conservation community. 


Labuschagne says the overriding issue is how best to save 
the endangered Lowland gorilla, whose Central African habitat 
is being eaten up by loggers and whose numbers have been 
decimated by the deadly Ebola virus. 


But Cameroon officials and some wildlife activists, led by the 
chimpanzee expert Jane Goodall, strongly disagree. The issue, 
they say, is whether any zoo should reap a benefit from 
smuggling vanishing species—and whether the gorillas, which 
apparently come from Cameroon, should not have a chance to 
return to their home. 


"We have proof that they came from our forests," said Mary 
Fosi Mbantenkhu, an adviser in Cameroon’s Environment 
Ministry. Refusing to return smuggled animals, she said, is 
"condoning those who engage in illegal! exploitation, and we 
know they don’t want that reputation”. 


The Pretoria gorillas, known to wildlife activists as the Taiping 
Four, were apparently captured in Cameroon in late 2001, taken 
to a zoo in neighbouring Nigeria, then shipped to Taiping Zoo 
in Malaysia, via South Africa. 


Such deals are barred under the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species, or Cites, but Nigerian officials 
used forged documents to assist the smuggling. 


The International Primate Protection League, which battles 
smuggling of endangered apes, unmasked the deal a few months 
later, and the Taiping Zoo agreed to return them to a place 
chosen by Cites officials. To Cameroon's astonishment, that 
place was the Pretoria zoo. 


Labuschagne said wildlife groups should stop their "on- 
slaught" against his zoo and instead work with it to promote 
breeding programes that will help the Lowland gorilla prosper. 


"They should pool their resources and join forces with the 
national zoo so that, together, we can ensure the future survival 
of these gentle giants," he said. 


(Michael Wines in New. York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, 
May 28) 


b. UIGE (Angola): Mysterious viruses, as bad 
as they get: Traditonal healers say their grand- 
mothers knew of a bleeding disease similar to the 
current epidemic of hemorrhagic fever that has 
killed 244 of the 266 people who have contracted 
it by late April. 


The grandmothers even had a treatment for the sickness, 
the healers told Dr Boris | Pavilin of the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention. But the remedy has been lost. 
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The old disease was cal led in Sikonge SE kifumbe, 
the word for murder. : 


But kifumbe did not seem to be contagious. And so, Dr Pavlin 
said, it was probably not the same as the disease in Uige today. 
The current disease, caused by the Margburg virus, to which it 
is closely related, it is spread by bodily fluids like blood, vomit 
and saliva, 


No one can say for sure what kifumble was, and in some 
ways the Marburg virus is almost as mysterious. More than a 
month has passed since it was identified as the cause of the 
‘deadly outbreak in Uige, but some of the most basic questions 
about the epidemic have yet to be answered. 


How and when did this rare virus get here? Why have so 
many victims been children? And how could so many have 
become infected before the disease was recognized? 


The high death rate, over 90 per cent, is also puzzling, but 
it is too soon to tell whether the rate is really that high. In past 
outbreaks, mortality has been flower. In Uige, milder cases may 
be going unrecognized. 


"It is easier to count the dead people,” said Dr Pierre Rollin, 
a physician in the special pathogens branch of the C D C. "The 
numbers in the beginning don't mean anything". 


Viral hemorrhagic: fevers, a handful of disease found only in 
Africa and South America, are among the most frightening of all 
illnesses, 


Ebola and Marburg, limited to Africa, are the only members 
of a family known as filoviruses, and they are as bad as these 
disease get. The viruses sabotage the body's defences by 
invading and eventually killing the white blood cells that are 
essential to fighting off infections. 


People can catch the virus from animals—primates and 
possibly bats—and the disease can spread easily from person 
to person in those who come into contact with bodily fluids from 
patients. But little is known about the cause of human outbreaks 
or the animal reservoirs where the virus must live between them. 


The international experts who have rushed to Angola have 
been so busy trying to contain the epidemic that they have had 
no time to trace its origins. 


"We can do that once the situation here is better under 
control," said Dr Thomas Grein of the World Health Organization. 
One possibility is that the disease came from monkeys, which 
are hunted and eaten in Africa. 


What remains puzzling, though, is why so many children 
have been infected. The Marburg virus does not spread through 
the air, and people do not start transmitting it until they are sick; 
even then, direct contact with bodily fluids is required. 


Some résearchers suspect that what spreads the disease 
so quickly was contaminated medical equipment, like needles, 
syringes or intravenous lines. If that occurred, where it occurred 
is anyone’s guess. 


Somehow, somewhere,, "I think they were getting IV 
Marburg,” said Dr Pierre Formenty, a virologist with the WHO. 


Some health officials have blamed the provincial hospital. 
But Dr Enzo Pisani, who has worked in Angola for seven years 
for an Italian Charity, Doctors with Africa, insisted that many 
small for-profit clinics around Uige, run by people with little or 
no medical training, were more likely to blame. 


He said the neighbourhood clinics, which are completely 
unregulated, were often the first stop for parents with sick 
children. 


In past Ebola outbreaks in other African nations, hospitals 
and clinics sometimes acted like distribution centers for the virus: 
in some, patients were admitted for ¢nalaria and then caught 
Ebola and died. "Every time you havé a hospital, you have 
amplification," said Dr Rollin. 


If this outbreak is stopped, scientists will still be left with a 
major question: where is the virus between outbreaks? 


It must have a natural host in some animal, but one that is 
not known for Marburg or Ebola. The host would have to be a 
species that is not wiped out by the virus. That requirement 
would rule out monkeys and apes. 


Several Marburg victims in South Africa and Kenya had 
visited caves before falling ill. And in the outbreak the killed 128 
people in Congo from 1998 to 2000, most victims were miners. 
The link to caves‘and mines have led scientists to suspect that 
bats carry the virus. 


Another aspects of the Congo outbreak points to bats, or to 
some other creature that inhabits mines and caves: the epidemic 
stopped when the mine became flooded and people could no 
longer enter it. 


But the source of Marburg still remains a mystery. 


Drugs and vaccines are now being developed against both 
viruses. Dr Heinz Feldmann, a Canadian researcher who set up 
a lab to test for the virus in Uige, said a vaccine would probably 
not be given routinely, but to people at risk during an outbreak. 


"We will most likely have some options in a couples of years," 
Dr Feldmann said. Whether "they’re ever going to be used in 
these poor people here in Central Africa is a different issue”. 


(Denise Grady in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, 
May 7) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Campaign launched to defend independent 
press: At a press conference held, June 13, at its 
Paris headquarters, Reporters Without Borders 
reiterated its call to the Algerian authorities to stop 
judicial harassment of the privately-owned press 
and to release Le Matin editor Mohamed Benchicou. 


At the same time, the Algerian Press Freedom Collective 
and the newspaper L’Humanit, called for a protest rally outside 
the Algerian embassy in Paris, June 14. 


Reporters Without Borders accused the judicial authorities 
of using the sessions of the magistrate's court in the Algiers 
district of Sidi M’hamed to convict journalists of press offences. 
"There has not been such a harsh crackdown on the press for 
years," the press freedom organisation said. "The number of 
independent news outlets is shrinking fast and press freedom is 
now in great danger in Algeria." 

The organisation said it appealed to President Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika’s common sense, pointing out that on May 3, the 


.. , President said, "The national institutions are not against press 


freedom." (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, June 13) 

More journalists sentenced: On June 14, Ali Dilem, a 
cartoonist with the daily Libert, was sentenced to six months in 
prison and fined 250,000 dinars following a defamation complaint 

“by the National Defence Ministry. 

The charges against Dilem arose from a November 29, 2001 
cartoon in which he dared to poke fun at Algerian generals. 
Abrous Outoudert, the newspaper's director at the time, was also 
sentenced to two months in prison and an identical fine. The 
newspaper was fined 1 million dinars. 

The Information Law of 1990 stipulates that in cases of press 
offences, the author of the article in question and the head of 
the publication are legaily responsible. (International Freedom 
of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, June 15) 
[Previous issue Algeria, page 1681] 


ANGOLA 
a. Sea border delimitation agreement with 


Namibia approved: The National Assembly, June’: | 


15, has approved the final report of the joint 


shed commission for demarcation and delimitation of the |> ` 


maritime border between Angola and Namibia, 


created under the bilateral treaty signed on June 4,- 


. 2002. 

The report, whose annex includes a geographic map and 
charter, was approved with 131 votes in favour, none against 
and two abstentions. In the document are defined the boundaries 


` to a 200 miles parallel extension toward west. 
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between the two countries through an alignment, that goes up 





The first historical reference of the maritime border between 
Angola and Namibia is part of an agreement signed in 1886, by 
the German and Portuguese rulers. 


The inaccuracies on the accord were clarified in Another one, 
signed between the Portuguese and South Africans in 1926. 
{Angola Press Agency, Luanda, June 15) 


b. Italians donate medicines to fight Marburg 
fever: Over 5,000 boxes of medicines were do- 
nated, June 16, in Lanciano city (Italy) to fight 
Marburg haemorrhagic fever, hitting the Northern 
Uije Province, since October 2004. 


The gift came from Chieti population, at Abruzzo region, in 
Italy, and was handed over to the Charge d'Affaires of the 
Angolan embassy to Italy, Isabet Feijo. The donation carne 
following a call by the focal catholic church for the victims of 
Margurg virus, that has already killed more than 350 people. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, June 16) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1681] 


BENIN 


a. World Bank supports poverty reduction in ._ 
Benin: The World Bank board of executive diréox, o 
tors, June 14, approved an International Develop-** 
ment Association (IDA) credit of US$30 million to 
support the implementation of Benin’s Poverty 
Reduction Strategy. 


The Second Poverty Reduction Support Credit (PRSC) will 
help enhance and consolidate results achieved under the First 
Poverty Reduction Support Credi, while laying the foundation 
for a set of new reforms that-afe essential for achieving and 
sustaining the poverty reduicti on goals set out in the Benin 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP). 


< The credit will help deepen the content of reform programmes 


< and expand the coverage to new sectors, including agriculture, 


tural transport and justice. The credit will also focus on a number 


` of reforms to improve governance, enhance private sector 
‘development, improve the business environment, and public 


service delivery. 


| "The country will have increased ownership of its develop- 
=H) 

nent. programme and be able to better promote coordination 

amo ng. donors while maximizing the impact of donors’ aid on 

poverty reduction," said Rachidi Radji, the World Bank co-task 

team leader for the project. (World Bank, Washington, DC, 


_ dune 14) 


[Previous issue Benin, page 1681] 
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BOTSWANA 


a. Air Botswana withdraws aircraft: The na- 


tional airliner-has withdrawn its aircraft, ATR 42-500 
from service after it was affected by repeated 
technical problems. 


Air Botswana’s office of the general manager issued a 


statement, June 11, saying "following. the incident involving ATR, 


42-500 aircraft, Air Botswana has decided to withdraw the aircraft 
from service". 


The company said the withdrawal was necessitated by the 
airline’s commitment to the safety of passengers “and a need to 
assure a reliable and comfortable service”. In an interview, Air 
Botswana brand manager in the commercial division, Kago 
Mmopi said a suitable replacement would be secured soon. 
(Reporter, Gaborone, June 12) 


[Previous issue Botswana, page 1657] 


BURUNDI 


a. UN peacekeeper shot in post-election 
violence: A United Nations peacekeeper shot in 
the head during post-election violence in Burundi 
has died. 


The South African soldier, shot in the head on June 3 during 
an attack on a polling station in Burundi's troubled Kabezi district, 
had been initially evacuated to Kenya's capital, Nairobi, for 
emergency treatment. UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told 
reporters in New York that the peacekeeper had died of wounds 
in a Pretoria hospital. : 


Following the June ballot, the head of the UN Office in 
Burundi (ONUB) said that the country’s first municipal elections 
in a decade had.taken place in a “largely peaceful atmosphere” 
broken by early incidents of fraud and violence in several districts, 
including Kabezi: i 


The incidents forced a June 7,re-vote in Kanyosha, 
Nyabiraba, Muhuta and {sale in Bujumbura Rural Province 
and Rugazi and Mpanda in Bubanza Province, ONUB said. 
(UN News Service, New York, June 17) 


b. Thousands displaced in Bubanza: An 
estimated 23,000 people have fled their homes 
recently in the western Burundi’s Bubanza Province 
because of fighting between government soldiers 
and rebels of the Forces Nationales de Liberation 
(FNL), a provincial official said on June 14. 


“Many of the displaced people have been without food for 
more than a week," Fidle Niyongabo, the communal administrator 
of Mpanda, said. He said fighting occurred again there, June 14. 
Many of the displaced people are in the villages of Musenyi, 
Gahwazi, Nyamabere and Gifugwe in Mpanda Commune near 
the border with the Democratic Republic of Congo. Some have 
taken refuge with other families, he said. 

However, other IDPs are living under trees. “They can be 
seen everywhere," Niyongabo said: "They are drinking water that 
may be unclean." The UN World Food Programme (WFP) is 
aware of at least 10,000 displaced people in Mpanda, the 
agency's information officer, Isidore Nteturuye, said. 
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" He said WFP was preparing to react after an assessment of 


- the situation and ‘identification of the location of the displaced 


and their real needs. 


He added that WFP's intervention would be conditioned by 
the ground security situation. Mpanda Commune has been the 
scene of frequent fighting between the FNL and government 
forces. Fighting earlier in June forced officials to postpone 
communal elections in the area. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bujumbura, June 14) 


{Previous issue Burundi, page 1681] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Insecurity threatens electoral process: 
The United Nations peacekeeping mission has 
deplored "gangsterism" in Kinshasa, as well as the 
presence of illicit arms supplies in the troubled 
eastern region-of the Great Lakes country, both of 
which could have a negative impact on the electoral 
process. 


"MONUC is concerned over increasing acts of gangsterism 
in Kinshasa and -understands the population’s apprehension,” 
the acting deputy spokesperson for the UN Mission in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC), Rachel Eklou Assog- 
bavi, said, June 15. 


Asked whether MONUC would toughen its stance against 
insecurity in Kinshasa, the military spokesman Colonel Thierry 
Provendier said: "Criminal activities are idgally-related matters, 
The Transitional Government is responsible for law enforcement 
and security. MONUC calls on the authorities and the Interior 
Minister, in particular, to meet the population’s security expec- 
tations, so that voter registration can start peacefully." 


With regard to the eastern Ituri province, Col. Provendier 
said that despite the UN-imposed arms embargo, "supply routes 
are countless. MONUC has stepped up its border patrols and 
the pressure maintained thus far makes illegal weapons supplies 
to DR difficult and risky." "The effectiveness of this embargo 
relies on the cooperation of the nine States bordering the DR," 
he said. (UN News Service, New York, June 16) 


b. Gunmen release French aid worker: Gun- 
men freed a French aid worker of Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF) and his local driver unharmed, 
June 12, more than a week after they were taken 
hostage in Congo’s lawless Ituri district, the aid 
agency said. 

"They were released and are in good health but very tired 
after living in precarious conditions," MSF spokesman Aymeric 
Peguillan said in Geneva. "There were no conditions set for their 
release but there was a massive mobilisation of the community 
in Bunia (the capital of Ituri). 


The UN peacekeeping mission has deployed some 5,000 
soldiers there and the world body said it has disarmed nearly 
15,000 Ituri gunmen. But a hard core of fighters continue to 
operate, attacking civilians, the Congolese army and the UN 
peacekeepers. (East African Standard, Nairobi, June 12) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1682] 
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EGYPT 


a. Government stifles academic freedom in 


universities: The Egyptian government stifles aca- 
demic freedom in universities by censoring course 
books, outlawing research about controversial is- 
sues and intimidating student activists, Human 
Rights Watch said in a report released, June 9. 

The authorities also fail to protect citizens from isiamist 
militants who publicly attack professors and students. 

"The government's persistent violations of academic freedom 
have badly undermined Egypt's standing as the educational 
leader of the Arab world," said Joe Stork, deputy Middle East 
director at Human Rights Watch. 

“The authorities should end their excessive and arbitrary 
interference in the activities of scholars, students and universi- 
ties." 

The 107-page report, "Reading between the 'Red Lines’: The 
Repression of Academic Freedom in Egyptian universities," 
details ongoing government restrictions on classroom discus- 
sions, research projects, student activities, campus demonstra- 
tions and university governance. 

The report addresses conditions in public institutions includ- 
ing Cairo, Alexandria, ‘Ain Shams, and Hilwan Universities, and 
private institutions like the American University in Cairo. 

Human Rights Watch documented how the pervasive 
repression has led to an environment of self-censorship. 
(Human Rights Watch, Toronto, June 9) 

Egyptian females say ‘Enough!’: Convincing 
men to acquiesce to the will of the authorities by 

Spotlight pressuring their female relatives has 
been a_ time-honoured government 
practice in Egypt. 


If the authorities could not find a wanted man, for example, 
they might take their wives and daughters into custody. 


But now, a recent attack on a small group of women, in which 
they were groped and assaulted by a crowd of men chanting 
support for the ruling National Democratic Party while the police 
stood by and watched, has helped to unify and motivate various 
groups that have been calling for a more open and democratic 
government. 


The images of women being groped and beaten—particularly 
offensive in this conservative Islamic society—have helped unite 
groups as diverse as the religion-based Muslim Brotherhood and 


the left-leaning Centre for Socialist Studies in their calls for - 


change. 


For a country where political life was atrophied after more 
than two decades of living under emergency laws, the attacks 
have also inspired many new people to become politically active, 
creating a backlash that has taken the government by surprise. 


“At least now there is dialogue and meetings between us as ` 


Communist and the Muslim Brotherhood”, said Kamal Khalil, 
director of the Centre for Socialist Studies. 
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"We share our visions and there is a kind of coordiantion—of 
course the event, assaults of Wednesday the 25th, helped—we 
can't deny this". 


Those assaults in May 2005 also seem to have jump-started 
the women’s movement here. It is not a Western-style feminist 
movement but one in which women have moved to take the lead 
in a political battle for empowerment. 





"We are opening a real popular female movement", said 
Ghane El Halafawy, a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
speaking at a forum called The Street is Ours, which was 
organized by women who were attacked. 


It has been less than a year since the once unthinkable 
began to occur of Egypt's political life life: Groups of people 
started taking to the streets criticising President Hosni Mubarak, 
a line few had been willing to cross before. But the movement 
called itself "kifay", or "enough," and its goal was to stop Mubarak 
from a sixth term as President. 


In February, Mubarak agreed to allow more than one 
candidate, himself, in the race for President. On May 25, on the 
day of scheduled referendum to amend the Constitution, a small 
group of protesters met in central Cairo, insisting that the 
referendum was no more than a fig leaf. 


They were greeted by an army of riot policemen and 
undercover security agents and uniformed officers. Witness said 
groups of men who arrived in buses were allowed, with the police 
standing by, to attack and beat the protesters. Witnesses said 
that in some instances the police kept protesters cordoned in, 
while the men beat them. 


While the violence made for national news here, the images, 
and stories of women whose clothes were torn and bodies 
groped have caused the greatest backlash against the govern- 
ment. The ruling National Democratic Party has condemned the 
attacks and government supporters deny that there was any 
strategy to intimidate women. 


"That was a crime, no doubt about it," said Abdul Moneim 
Said, a member of the party and director of the Al Ahram Centre 
for Political and Strategic Studies, a government-aligned re- 
search group. "It was ‘denounced by people from NDP as well 
as from the outside. It could be anything, a number of zealous 
people from the NDP who did it. It could be certain people who 
are offended by some of the slogans made against the President 
or something and it could be a mix of all this. It is now under 
investigation; there is a case in front of the public attorney". 


But Said acknowledged that whatever the cause, it has 
helped inspire those who have taken to the streets. "It is actually 
attracting more attention because it makes people furious, it 
touched on women," he said. 


Since the attacks;-newspdpers have reported on the event 


+ with headlines like "The Scandal", which appeared in Al-Khamis, 
.a weekly newspaper. The wag i a call for a national day of 
‘mourning, there was a’sit-in, protesters have begun calling that 


day Black Wednessday and crowds have begun to grow as 
protests have become mare. regular. (New York aes Serv- 
ice/Asian Age, New Delhi, June 11) 


[Previous issue Egypt, page 1683] _ 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. Thousands arrested all over Ethiopia: 
Ethiopian security forces have arbitrarily detained 
thousands of people across the country, Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) said, June 15. 


"Opposition rhetoric may well have contributed to last week's 
unrest, but the government must take responsibility for the 
conduct of its own security forces," said Georgette Gagnon, 
deputy Africa director at Human Rights Watch in the statement. 


In the wake of election-related protests, the Ethiopian 
government's crackdown on potential sources of unrest has 
spread throughout the country. 


While international attention has focused on events in Addis 
Ababa, opposition members and students in other cities are 
increasingly at risk of arbitrary arrest and torture, HRW said. The 
current wave of arrests followed a chaotic week in Addis Ababa 
that saw security forces put down a series of election-related 
protests with excessive force. 


36 killed, 100 injured: The disorder in the capital reached 
a bloody peak on June 8, when security forces responded to 
incidents of rock-throwing and looting by opening fire indiscrimi- 
nately on large crowds of people, killing at least 36 and wounding 
more than 100. - 


The Ethiopian government has refused to accept any 
responsibility for the shootings, insisting that the opposition 
Coalition for Unity and Democracy (CUD) was wholly to blame 
because of its alleged involvement in organizing the protests in 
defiance of a city-wide ban on demonstrations in the capital, it 
stated. (Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, June 16) 


Policeman kills elected parliamentarian; Tesfaye Adane 


Gara, elected to parliament in the May 15 election on the ticket 
of the United Ethiopian Demacratic Forces (UEDF), one of the 
main opposition parties, was shot dead by police, June 12, near 
the town of Shashamene. 


“He was killed about 225 kilometers (140 miles) south of 
Addis Ababa by the police," the UEDF vice president, Beyene 
Petros, said. He said that one of Tesfaye’s companions was 
seriously wounded in the incident. 


"He was silting in the shade with some friends and police 


started shooting at them,” Beyene said. “We have no explanation 
why they did this." UEDF President Merera Gudina said that 


another of the group's members was killed by police at his home - 


in Jeldu, near Ambo, June 11, but could not give details. 


At least 36 people were killed in Addis‘Ababa during clashes 
between the police and crowds during protests against alleged 
ruling party fraud in the elections. The protests had sparked a 
massive police crackdown. with more than 3,000 opposition 
supporters and members in custody, according to a human rights 
group. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, June 17). 


Crackdown on media amid election controversy: The 


Ethiopian government has ordered crackdown on the media amid - 


violent post-election clashes between . government forces and 


opposition supporters, : the Ethiopian’ Free Press Journalists S 
Association (EFJA), the international.: ‘Press Institute (IPI), the 


African Chronicle 





June 4—17, 2005 


Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) and Reporters Without 
Borders (Reporters Sans Frontieres, RSF), reported. 


On June 7, the Information Ministry revoked the accreditation 
of five local journalists working for foreign media - Helen 
Mohammed, Temam Aman and Bereket Teklu of Voice of 
America, and Taddesse Engidaw and Assegedech Yiberta of 
Germany's Deutsche-Welle. They were accused of writing 
“unbalanced reports” on the elections, according to BBC 
. Monitoring. 

On: June 6, police confiscated cameras from Associated 
Press reporter Anthony Mitchell and photographer Boris Heger, 
who were covering violent student protests in the capital, Addis 
Ababa. The memory cards on the digital cameras were removed. 

In another incident, officials detained at least six editors from 
the Ambaric-language press who were summoned to the 
Criminai Investigation Department (CID) in Addis Ababa on June 





. 2. The editors of the private weeklies Abay, Addis Zena and 


Menilik were held and questioned for several hours about articles 
they published during the election period. They were released 
without charges. 

Addis Ababa has been wracked by violent clashes between 
opposition supporters and government forces following the May 
15 elections, which gave the ruling Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front and its allies a narrow victory, according 
to provisional results. (International Freedom of Expression 
Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, June 16) 

{Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1683] 


KENYA 


a. House team to rely on Bomas Draft and 
Naivasha Accord: The Parliamentary Select Com- 
mittee on constitutional review will not welcome new 
ideas but stick to the Bomas Draft Constitution and 
the Naivasha Accord. 


"We are not entertaining new ideas so that we can start 
debating whether one is right or wrong. We have no such 
mandate," said PSC chairman Simeon Nyachae. He said 
although stakeholders were welcome to give their views, they 
would be restricted to refining the document that would come 
from the Draft and the Consensus Bill. "We have laid down a 
programme of inviting other stakeholders immediately after 
‘clearing with the contentious issues motion," he said. 


` But they would only appear before the PSC to be briefed 
anidinot to make new suggestions. "We are not blocking anybody 
but if you have any issue the referendum is there," he said. 


cS Speaking after PSC officially received the Draft Constitution 


iind" the Constitution of Kenya Review Commission report at 
{County Hail, Nairobi, Nyachae said a technical committee 


-chaired by assistant minister Moses Wetangula would go through 
the two documents. (East African Standard, Nairobi, June 18) 
b. World Bank lauds government on reforms: 
The, World: Bank, June 17, praised Kenya’s eco- 
nomic growth, saying it was a result of reforms. 
New country director Collins Bruce said 4.3 per cent GDP 
growth rate for 2004 was impressive. Speaking at State House, 
Nairobi, Bruce assured President Kibaki he would press for more 
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support from the bank, particularly for health, education and 
infrastructure. “Iwill ensure the Government gets resources to 
support reforms in the financial sector and such parastatals as 
Telkom Kenya and the Kenya Ports Authority," Bruce said. 


He encouraged the Government to move faster with the 
reforms to enable the country achieve a GDP growth rate of 7 
to 8 per cent. "Kenya has the potential and resources to achieve 
the desired economic growth within a short time if it continues 
to collaborate with the donors," noted the director. 


The Government appreciated the support the World Bank 
had been giving Kenya, said the President. He welcomed Bruce 
to Kenya and assured him of the Government's total commitment 
to economic reforms and good governance. (Nation, Nairobi, 
June 18) 


c. Nairobi to get facelift in new plan: Owners 
of 300 dilapidated buildings in Nairobi have been 
told to refurbish them or they be pulled down. 


The notices, issued in 2004 by the city council’s public health 
department, are part of a campaign to give the capital a new 
face, and they carry different expiry dates. 


They target building whose conditions, the council says, are 
a health and security risk to the residents and visitors. The council 
will enforce its by-laws strictly on the property owners, and those 
who do not complete the rehabilitation in given time, will also be 
prosecuted according to Cap 242 of the Public Health Act. The 
council is empowered to seek court orders to demolish the 
buildings. 

According to provincial commissioner Francis Sigei, the 
owners are expected to repaint and fence the premises as well 
as plant trees arid flowers around them. At the same time, The 
Government will prosecute owners of livestock who allow them 
to stray into the city in search of pasture. (Nation, Nairobi, 
June 18) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1684] 


LESOTHO 


a. Expert team report on local government 
elections: Commonwealth Secretary-General Don 
McKinnon, on June 10, welcomed the report of the 
independent -Commonwealth Expert Team which 
was present for the Local Government Elections in 
Lesotho, held on April 30. 


The Team was jointly organised by the Commonwealth 
Secretariat and the Commonwealth Local Government Forum 
(CLGF). 


McKinnon said: "This is a comprehensive and constructive 
report. | hope its recommendations will be of assistance. | wish 
Lesotho’s new local democracy structures well and congratulate 
the people of Lésotho on their first local government elections 
since independence. 


"The people of Lesotho have the continuing support of both 
the Commonwealth Secretariat and the Commonwealth Local 
Government Forum in the efforts to strengthen the country’s 

. democracy." 
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The report commends the conduct of the poll in a peaceful 
atmosphere, but also notes problems of communication among 
the main participants in the process. 


The expert team highlighted a number of areas in which it 
believes improvements can be made for the future. It specifically 
referred to the delimitation of constituencies, the voter registra- 
tion process, voter education, and the need for wider consultation 
prior to the elections. 


The report also gave proposals to enhance the efficiency of 
the polling arrangements on election day, and suggests a number 
of areas in which technical assistance may be needed. 
(Commonwealth News and Information Service, London, 
June 15) 


[Previous issue Lesotho, page 1661] 


LIBERIA 


a. Election commission signs agreement with 
parties: The registered political parties’ Memoran- 
dum of Understanding allocates two seats to each 
of the 15 counties, bringing the total to 30 seats out 
of the 64 seats to be established. 


Twelve of the twenty-four registered political parties have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the National 
Election Commission (NEC), for the establishment and imple- 
mentation of electoral districts for the ensuing October 11 
presidential and legislative elections. According to the MOU, the 
balance 34 seats will be allocated to the counties in proportion 
to their share in the total number of registered voters in Liberia. 


Speaking at the ceremony, June 15, following the signing 
ceremony, NEC Chairman, Frances Johnson-Morris, expressed 
surprise and dismay over the failure of the remaining registered 
political parties to sign the MOU. She hoped that the other parties 
will see reason to sign the document soon. 


Meanwhile, two. of the registered political parties have 
expressed satisfaction over the activities supervised by the NEC 
leading to the conduct of the October 11, presidential and 
legislative elections. (Liberian Observer, Monrovia, June 16) 


Five ritualistic killings in Bassa: The body of thirteen-year- 
old Mac Douglas. Daniels found floating over the Nyan River 
near the Liberia Agricultural Company (LAC) compound is the 
latest in a series of cases reminding of Liberia's evil past. 


Amid a tense election season in Liberia, reports of several 
incidents of ritualistic killings, in which human body parts are 
used in traditional rituals to gain an edge in election for public 
offices, are emerging out of the rural parts of the country. 


At least five bodies believed to be for ritualistic purposes 
have been deposited at the W. Frey Bedell Funeral Home in 
Lower Buchanna, Grand Bassa County for autopsies, the Daily 
Observer has learned. Grand Bassa County Attorney Edwin 
Quatole who made the disclosure to the Daily Observer said 
among other things, between January and June 2005 at least 
five such cases have been reported. 


Of the five cases currently at the morgue in Buchannas is a 
pregnant woman identified as Leemu Boayue. Boayue was 
allegedly killed by two Zoes of the Sande culture. (Liberian 
Observer, Monrovia, June 17) 
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b. Donors step up anti-graft fight: The inter- 
national community has drafted a hard-hitting anti- 
corruption plan for Liberia that would limit the 
government's powers to grant contracts, place 
international supervisors in key ministries and bring 
in judges from abroad. 

The Liberia Economic Governance and Action Plan (LEGAP) 
was drawn up by donors to address the "systemic and endemic 
corruption” which they believe is obstructing the West African 
nation’s economic recovery after 14 years of civil war. 

“Economic and fiscal governance has been insufficient to put 
Liberia's economy firmly on a‘path of recovery, poverty relief and 
reduction of external debt," the draft document said. 

It is due to be put to Liberia’s transitional government and 
the UN Security Council for endorsement in the coming weeks. 
Liberians can often be heard complaining about rampant 
corruption in the transitional government that was set.up under 
an August 2003 peace deal to shepherd the country to elections 
due in October 11. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Monrovia, June 16) 

[Previous issue Liberia, page 1685] 


LIBYA 


a. UNESCO chief condemns killings of 
journalists: The head of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), June 9, condemned -the recent killings 
of one journalist in: Libya and another in Somalia 
and urged authorities in the two countries to respect 
the rights of the press. 


"Freedom of expression is fundamental to good governance 
and rule of law, Torturing and silencing those who denounce 
problems does not make the problems go away," UNESCO 
director-general Kochiro Matsuura said in a statement condemn- 
ing the torture and murder of Libyan writer and journalist Daif Al 
Ghazal. 


In a separate statement, Matsuura also denounced the killing 
of Somali radio journalist Duniya Muhiyadin Nur while calling for 
improved safety for reporters working in Somalia. 

“| am concerned that those in positions of power in Somalia 
should respect the right of journalists to carry out their 
professional duties as an essential element in constructing a 
better future for their country." Matsuura said in the statement. 
Al Ghazal, 32, was a journalist for the London-based online 
newspaper Libya Al-Youm (Libya Today). According to the 
nongovernmental organization. Reporters Without Borders, he 
was kidnapped on May 21 and his body.was found on June 2, 
"barely recognizable" due to "many signs of torture." (UN News 
Service, New York, June 9) 

Daif Al Ghazal tortured to death: RSF has expressed 
“horror” at the death by torture of Libyan writer and journalist 
Daif Al Ghazal, who wrote articles critical of the regime for the 
London-based online newspaper Libya Al-Youm. 


His body was found on 2 June 2005. (Reporters Sans 
Frontieres, Paris, June 6) 


[Previous issue Libya, page 1661] 
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MAURITANIA 


_ a. 15 ‘soldiers dead in attack on military 
barracks: Troop reinforcements were being rushed 
to the remote northeast reaches of Mauritania, June 
6, after a weekend attack blamed by the government 
on Islamists left at least 15 soldiers dead and 13 
injured. 

In the capital Nouakchott, scores of people waited anxiously 
at the military hospital for news after the assault at the remote 
Lemghayti military barracks in the far northeast near the border 
with Mali and Algeria. 


Prime Minister Sghaier Ould Mbareck called in the leaders 
of the opposition to discuss what the government claims was an 
attack by Algerian Islamists. Defence Minister Baba Ould Sidi 
has placed the armed forces on high alert and sent troop 
reinforcements to the area. 


At a specially convened press conference, June 5, Ould Sidi 
deplored the "assassination in cold blood of Mauritanian soldiers 
by the attackers.” 


He said that between five and nine of the attackers were 
also killed. 


So far, the only information on what took place in Lemghayti 
comes from government planes that have flown over the 
barracks that normally house 780 soldiers. The government has 
warned that the death toll could be higher(UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nouakchott, June 6) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1673] 


MOROCCO 


a. Journalists in Western Sahara face as- 
saults: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has called 
on the Moroccan authorities to put an end to the 
harassment of local and foreign media in Western . 
Sahara and allow them to work normally. 


At least 10 journalists have been attacked, arrested or 
expelled from the city of Laayoune, 1,263 kilometres south of 
Rabat, since the beginning of April 2005. 


"It is essential that the Moroccan authorities set out a clear 
framework for journalists covering Western Sahara, avoiding 
indirect control methods such as having to inform the Interior 
Ministry prior to their arrival in Laayoune,” the organisation 
said. 


"The Moroccan authorities swing from one extreme to the 
other by banning coverage of all demonstrations in Laayoune, 
then chartering a plane two days later to take journalists to lunch 
with the governor. 


"Moreover, the security argument is not enough to ban 
reporters from entering the city. This is a decision for the 
journalists and their editorial offices, RSF said. 

Large numbers of journalists went to Laayoune to cover 
demonstrations from May 24 to May 29, pitting Sahrawis 
against the security forces. (Reporters sans Frontieres, 
Paris, June 17) 


[Previous issue Morocco, page 1685] 
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NAMIBIA 


a. Fish industry in crisis: A 58-year-old stock 
exchange-listed company has become the latest 
victim of the deep financial malaise that has gripped 
Namibia's fishing industry. 

Namibian Fishing Industries (Namfish) was placed under 
provisional liquidation by the High Court, June 13. 


That order from Acting Judge Raymond Heathcote may mark 
the end of one of the oldest companies to have been active in 
Namibia’s fishing industry over the last half century. 


The same reasons that were given for the recent provisional 
liquidation of another major fishing company, Blue Ocean 
Products, and for the retrenchment of hundreds of people since 
late 2004, have again been cited as the culprits that have forced 
Namfish into bankruptcy. 


These are a decline in the demand over the past three years, 
erratic catches and decline in the average prices paid for 
Namibian fish on the international markets, combined with rising 
operating, landing, sales and labour costs. To cap this, the South 
African and Namibian currencies strengthened against major 
international currencies during 2004, with the effect that Namib- 
ian exports became more expensive on the international market. 


Namfish was first registered as a company under the name 
South West Africa Fishing Industries. (Namibian, Windhoek, 
June 17) 


[Previous issue Namibia, page 1686] 
RWANDA 
a. Attorney for war crimes tribunal resigns: 
The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (ICTR) said, June 14, that a trial 
attorney in the Prosecutor's Office has resigned 
after apparently failing to disclose criminal charges 


made against him two years before he joined the 
court. 


The prosecutor, Bongani Dyani of South Africa, turned in his 
resignation from-the Prosecutor's Office on June 1, just days 
after the Tribunal began looking into allegations that he had been 
charged with attempted murder and robbery in 2001, the Tribunal 
said in a statement. f 


Dyani obtained his employment at the Prosecutor's Office 
"by lying and falsifying information," the statement said, strongly 
condemning his conduct. 


Dyani was formerly employed by the National Prosecuting 
Authority of South Africa as a Public Prosecutor stationed at 
Zwelitsha, a magisterial district in Eastern Cape province. On 
May 25, 2005, the Office of the Prosecutor received a letter from 
the Deputy National Director of the National Prosecuting 
Authority of South Africa, drawing the attention of the ICTR to 
the fact that in 2001, the Director of Public Prosecutions of South 
Africa under whose direct control and supervision Dyani fell, 
had instituted criminal proceedings against him (and his 
co-accused who has since died) in the Regional Court in 
East Londen in Eastern Cape province, (UN News Service, 
New York, June 14) > 
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-Transit camp closed, ‘asylum seekers’ repatriated: 
Burundi has closed a transit camp in its northern province of 
Ngozi after thousands of Rwandan asylum seekers there 
returned home, the governor of Burundi's Ngozi Province said, 
June 14. 

"Songore transit site is now closed, the last asylum seekers 
repatriated yesterday (June 13)," Felix Niragira, the governor, 
said. The 4,787 Rwandans began retuming home, June 12, 
when 1,702 of them boarded trucks, he said. The rest left, June 
13. Burundi’s minister of interior, Jean Marie Ngendahayo, and 
the Rwandan minister of local administration and good govern- 
ance, Protais Musoni, oversaw the repatriation, in the absence 
of international organisations including the UN refugee agency, 
UNHCR. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bujumbura, June 14) 


(Previous issue Rwanda, page 1687] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Sierra Leone ratifies Kyoto protocol: 
Parliament in Sierra Leone has ratified the Kyoto 
protocol tabled by the minister of lands , couniry 
penning: and environment, Dr. Bobson Sesay, 

une.7 


Moving the motion for the ratification of the protocol, Dr 
Sesay explained that the global community put the protocol 
together to arrest the cause of global warming. Dr Sesay told 
parliament that global warming posed a serious threat to human 
existence. He said with the adoption of the protocol by other 
African countries and ratified by various parliaments, Africa 
would begin to accept the reality of growing global warming and 
institute measures that would foretell dreadful trends. 

In her .contribution, the deputy speaker of parliament, 
Elizabeth Lavalie described the adoption of the protocol as "a 
step in the right direction" and appealed to members to ratify 
the protocol. She however noted that the Western World, through 
industrial production produced green house gases. She said 
European countries were presently pressuring African countries 
to reinforce their enthusiasm and to attend conferences intended 
to throw light on global warming, which is one of the causes of 
environmental degradation. (Independent, Freetown, June 6) 


` b. Newspaper editor and reporter acquitted: 
Magistrate Sam Margai, of the Freetown Cout, 
June 7, discharged Syndey Pratt and Dennis Jones, 
editor and reporter, especie: of the Trumpet 
newspaper. 

The two journalists were acquitted of charges of "seditious 
libel” brought against them on May 27, following the publication 
of the paper’s May 23 edition. 

The acquittal of the two journalists’ was aided by the 
intervention of the president of the Sierra Leone Association of 
Journalists (SLAJ), Alhaji Ibrahim Ben Kargbo, who pleaded with 
the attorney general and minister for justice, Frederick Carew, 
to drop the charges. Carew agreed to drop the charges if the 
newspaper editor published a retraction of the article. 

The court's order followed the publishing of a retraction on 
the front page of the newspaper's May 31 edition. 
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Carew’s bribe scandal", and appeared in the Trumpet’s May 23 
edition. (Media Foundation for West Africa, Accra, June 8) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1687] 


SOMALIA 


a. Over 20 killed, 50 wounded in clan fighting: 
At least 20 people were killed, 50 wounded and 
hundreds displaced during inter-clan fighting that 
began, June 6, in the town of Beletweyne in 
south-central Somalia. 


The fighting broke out, June 6, when militias from the Galje’el 
and Jajele sub-clans clashed on the west side of the town, local 
journalist Abdullahi Muhammad said. 


He said the conflict subsided a few hours later but "restarted, 
June 7, with both sides using heavy weapons". Since June 6, 
families have been fleeing to the relative safety of Beletweyne's 
surrounding villages. "Those who remained, hoping the fighting 
would die down, are now leaving in droves," Abdullahi said. 


The fighting was triggered by a land dispute and revenge 
_ killings for the deaths of two Jajele men recently and one Galj'el 
man, June 5. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Nairobi, June 7). 


7,000 Somalis enter Kenya to escape fighting: A group 
of 7,000 Somalis have crossed into Kenya following skirmishes 
for contro! of the border town of Bur Hache. 


North-Eastern provincial commissioner Abdul Mwaserrah 
said, June 12, that they were displaced from Bur Hache, Bulla 
Hawa, Damasa and Khadija as fighting between rival clans 
spread into neighbouring areas. 


Preliminary reports, he said, showed at least 300 heavily 
armed Garre militiamen stormed Bur Hache and routed Marrehan 
militias who had taken control of the town, less than 10km from 
the Kenya border. The fighting began, June 9, he said. 
Mwaserrah said the displaced people had been trickling into 
Elwak, Mandera District with belongings. They were in need of 
food, he said, and appealed to donors for help. 


The district medical officer of health, Dr Bishar Issack, said 
10 people with serious gunshot wounds were admitted to the 
local hospital. Five others were at Elwak Sub-district Hospital. 
All had bullets . (Nation, Nairobi, June 13) 


{Previous issue Somalia, page 1687] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Deputy President sacked: South African 
President Thabo Mbeki has relieved his deputy 
Jacob Zuma from the post of vice-president. 


Mbeki made the announcement during a special joint sitting 
of the two Houses of Parliament, June 14. 


The dismissal came almost two weeks after Zuma was 
implicated in corruption cases during the Durban High Court trial 
of businessman Schabir Shaik, who acted as his financial 
advisor. Zuma said he accepted Mbeki's decision to sack him 
as Deputy President. 
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He told journalists in Cape Town that it was Mbeki's 
prerogative to take the decision “in the context and within his 
authority as the President of the republic”. 


“| accept and respect his pronouncement. | believe he has 
taken this decision not because he believes | am guilty of any 
crime but because of considerations relating to the constraints 
within which government operates." Zuma said he had also 
offered to resign his seat in Parliament not as an admission of 
guilt of any kind but in order to make it easier for the ANC and 
the government to function in Parliament. (Mail & Guardian, 
Johannesburg, June 14) 


[Previous issue South Africa, page 1675] 


SUDAN 


a. Army arrests Darfur rebels as new peace 
talks resume: A new round of talks aimed at ending 
a two-year conflict in Sudan's Darfur region began 
in Nigeria with both sides cautiously optimistic about 
chances for a deal. 


At stake is an elusive settlement of a dispute that has killed 
tens of thousands of people and driven more than two million 
from their homes into teeming refugee camps inside Sudan and 
across the border in Chad. 


Delegates from the Sudanese government and two rebel 
groups spelled out their positions at a ceremony to launch the 
negotiations at an Abuja hotel, as did mediators headed by the 
African Union. 


"The positive thing they (the rebels) said was that they are 
committed to reaching peace this time," said Majzoub al-Khalifa, 
head of the government negotiating team. Rebels launched their 
uprising in the vast desert region in early 2003 against what they 
said was marginalisation by the federal government. Khartoum 
responded by backing Arab militia to drive non-Arabs from their 
villages. 


The US has termed the ensuing campaign of killing, rape 
and arson as genocide, creating one of the world’s worst 
humanitarian crises. The UN Security Council has asked the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) to investigate aileged war 
crimes in the vast region. (East African Standard, Nairobi, 
June 12) 


ICC to probe Darfur killings: in a step hailed by human 
rights activists, the prosecutor of the new International Criminal 
Court (ICC) announced, June 6, that he is starting an 
investigation into suspected crimes against humanity in the 
Darfur region of Sudan. 


The ICC’s action, which could lead to E O of senior 
government officials, will be based on the unprecedented referral 
of the case by the U.N. Security Council on March 31, to The 
Hague-based tribunal. An International Commission of Inquiry 
on Darfur was established in October 2004 by Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan. 


“The ICC prosecutor’s decision to investigate mass slaughter 
and rape in Darfur will start the wheels of justice turning for the 
victims of these atrocities," said Richard Dicker, director of the 
International Justice Programme of Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
in New York. "As a UN member, Sudan is obligated to cooperate 
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with the ICC investigation." The commission, which confirmed 
that war crimes .and crimes against humanity had been 
committed. in Darfur since a rebel uprising there in early 2003, 
provided sealed dossiers on 51 Sudanese nationals including 
top officials in Khartoum, whom it held responsible for the 
violence. (Inter Press Service, Johannesburg, June 6) 


ON THE UPPER NILE (Sudan): Along Nile, a 
race to save Sudan’s past from progress: Far 
north of Khartoum, where modern steel bridges 
cross this legendary river, the architecture goes way 
back in a OUR baal tre pmpa: towering 

ewe pyramids, elaborate cities from civiliza- 
Spotlight tions that lived and died and were then 
buried by the. surging sand. 


The uncovering of these ancient wonders has proceeded 
slowly but steadily over the last century as archaeologists have 
sifted through the earth for clues of the great Nilotic cultures that 
once flourished in Sudan. i 


That methodical search has picked up in pace of late. In fact, 
it has turned into a frenzied relic hunt. Along some stretches of 
this riverbank, construction crews are beginning to arrive, and 
some fear ancient treasures might be lost forever. ` 


Sudan is preparing to build a giant dam at the Nile’s fourth 
cataract, a point where rocks interrupt the river's flow, and white 
water swirls. The project risks submerging some of Sudan's lofty 
past even as it promises to be a foundation for the future. 

_The new dam, which will, produce 1,250 megawatts of 
electricity, is expected to cost $1.8 billion. Once it is finished in 
2008, the Merowe dam will roughly double Sudan's power supply 
and will help irrigate land that is now barely arable. Sudan's 
leaders see it as a symbol of the country’s future. 


“Our battle against poverty starts from here," President Omar 
Al-Bashir said in March during a visit to the dam site, 346 
kilometres north of Khartoum. 


But modernization comes with a price. The dam, which 
experts say is the largest hydropower project under development 
in Africa, is expected to create a sprawling 160-kilometre long 
lake that will displace 50,000 people who live in the villages 
along the river. ` 


Also to be submerged are some of Sudan’ s ancient sites, 
where archaeologists are now working feverishly to find what 
they can while they still can. The affected locations, include the 
noted Pharaonic and Napato-Meroitic towns and cemeteries at 
Gebel Barkal, the post-Meroitic tumuli of Zuma and the Christian 
monastery of Ghazail, among others. 


“No archaeologist in life time wants to do rescue excavation,” 
said Dr Salah: M Ahmed, director of field work for the 
government's National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums. 
“We want to excavate gradually over generations, not in a hurry". 


. The accelerated excavation is taking place not just along the 
riverbank. Eight transmission lines will fan out from the dam for 
more than 1,600 kilometres. Irrigation ditches are going in along 
the Nile. All the modernization efforts will mean that construction 
crews—from China, France, Germany and Switzerland—will 
soon be crisscrossing the desert and possibly treading on 
historically significant sites. So vast is the area that must be dug 
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that the Sudanese government has sent’ out réquests to 
archaeologists around the world for assistance. If the outside 
scientists can secure financing to do responsible digging of the 
ancient sites, the government will agree to give the archeologists 
some of the relics for museums back home. . 

That is why Polish, German, American and British archae- 
ologists, among others, are now focusing their attention on one 
area of northern Sudan, where who knows what is buried there. 

. Criticism of the project remains fierce, though, particularly _ 
among outside environmental groups. 

The International Rivers Network and the Corner House 
published a report recently that complained that displaced ` 
residents were being resettled to areas with far less fertile soil. 

But Dr Amhed said: "This dam has a negative side but it 
also has a positive side. This area has been ignored by 
archaeologists. It has never been surveyed properly. We are 
mostly relying on surveys from British occupation. We're learning 
that the area is far more interesting than anybody thought". (Marc . 
Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, June 4) 
[Previous issue Sudan, page 1688] 


ZIMBABWE . 


a. 140 tonnes fertiliser looted from GMB 
depot: Police have unearthed a scam in which 140 
tonnes of fertiliser, worth more ‘than $250 million, 
were stolen.from a Grain Marketing Board Depot at 


_Lion’s Den near Chinhoyi. 


Acting on a tip-off, police, June 13, intercepted 55 tonnes of 
the fertiliser loaded in.two haulage trucks destined for the black 
market at Mbare Musika. 

The remaining.85 tonnes have not yet been recovered. There 
is a thriving black market for fertiliser and other farming inputs 
at Mbare Musika where traders sell the commodities to travellers. 

‘Police spokesman Superintendent Oliver Mandipaka, June 
14, said six suspects, including a GMB depot inputs clerk Farai 
Mubariki, were arrested in connection with the theft. All the 
suspects - except Mubariki and the two truck drivers - are from 
Matapi Flats in Mbare. Preliminary investigations have revealed 
that Mubariki, who was employed at the depot as an inputs clerk, 
connived with Lawrence Kariange from Mbare and allegedly stole 
85 tonnes of Compound D fertiliser. 

It is alleged that Mubariki stole buying order papers from the 
inputs office and forwarded them to Kariange who fraudulently 
used the: orders to loot the fertiliser. (Herald, Harare, June 15) 

HARARE: Mugabe uproots Harares poor: 
The Zimbabwean government abruptly began 


‘demolishing shanties and roadside markets in 


Harare three weeks ago, a report 
said, June 10. 


Spotlight 


The police evicted thousands of people and bulldozed 


‘homes or burned them to the ground, in what officials called a 


cleanup of illegal slums and black-market vendors. But as the 
campaign, directed at as many as 1.5 million members of 
Zimbabwe’s vast underclass, spreads beyond Harare, it is 
quickly evolving into a sweeping recasting of society, a forced 
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uprooting of the very poorest city dwellers, who have become 
President Robert G Mugabe's most hardened opponents. 

By scattering them to rural areas, Mugabe, re-elected to 
another five-year term in 2002, seems intent on dispersing the 
biggest threat to his 25-year autocratic rule as poverty and 
unemployment approach record levels and mass hunger and the 
potential for unrest loom. 

The UN estimates that the campaign, Operation Muram- 
batsvina, using a Shona word meaning “drive out the rubbish", 
has.so far left 200,000 ‘people homeless and 30,000 vendors 
Jobless. 


Human rights and civic leaders say the numbers could be 


`. several times that, a view that seemed plausible during a four-day 


visit-to Harare and Bulawayo, the nation’s second-largest city, 
_and points in between. 


No matter the precise numbers, the campaign is clearly one 
of the most aggressive steps yet taken against the Zimbabwe 
population by a government that has ‘in recent years met rising 
international condemnation for. stifling its opponents. 

.On the road from Bulawayo to Harare, pickup trucks and 
rickety handcarts groan with the belongings of newly evicted 
families, and fires from torched flea markets flicker in the dusk. 
The police man road-blocks and drive trucks through slums 
‘littered with bulldozed houses looking for resistance to the 
ongoing purge, but there is none. 

In shattered Harare-area townships like Mbare and Mabvuku, 
a slum of about 100,000 people, the homeless sit beside furniture 
and clothes rescued from the destruction. There and elsewhere 
thousands sleep in the open, on farms and urban streets, in 
Zimbabwe's near-freezing winter nights. 


The police ransacked: and burned whole blocks of vendors’ 
stalls in Bulawayo, and razed squatter camps, slums and 
roadside stands in Victoria Falls. The campaign has spread to 
rural areas like Rimuka, a township 85 miles southwest of Harare, 
where policeman equipped with riot gear destroyed homes and 
stands. f 


"Some were refused the right to take out their goods," said 
Ignatius Magonese, 62, a Rimuku resident who was pushing his 
family’s possessions, heaped high atop a trailer welded of rebar, 
down the Harare-Bulawayo highway. "They pushed them down 
with the house. Then they told them to leave. Some other older 
people were crying, saying, ‘This is the end of my life. Where 
will | put my things? Where will | go?" 

Mugabe says the campaign is a long-overdue step to rid 


. Zimbabwe of what he told Parliament was "a chaotic state of 


affairs" in the nation’s cities and towns. The street vendors being 
uprooted work in the black market and pay no taxes, he said, 
and the shacks being demolished were -built illegally. 


"Our cities and towns had deteriorated to levels that were a 
real cause for concern," Mugabe said in a speech on May 27. 
Beyond their crumbling roads and overtaxed utilities, he said, 
urban areas "had become havens for illicit and.criminal practices 
and activities which just could not be allowed to go on". 

But by attacking the shanty dwellers and “informal traders”, 
whose black-market businesses have supplanted much of the 
official economy, the government also hopes to reclaim contro} 
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of the foreign currency that the official economy desperately 
needs. (New York Times Service/Times of India, New Delhi, 
June 12) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1690] 


REGIONAL 


a. Accord on $55-billion Africa debt relief: 
Eighteen of the world’s poorest countries will have 
their debts to the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund wiped out as part of $55 billion 
package agreed recently by the G-7’s leading 
economies. 

After weeks of intense negotiations, a deal brokered By 
British Chancellor of Exchequer Gordon Brown will save 
countries such as Mozambique and Ethiopia a total of $15 billion 
in debt payments over the next 10 years. 

The UK Treasury Secretary said a further nine countries 
would qualify for debt relief within 12-18 months, and that the 
total could rise to almost 40 once countries beset by civil war 
resolved their conflicts. . 


"The uniqueness of this deal is that so much would be written 
off almost immediately —more than $40 billion within a few weeks 
of the agreement", Brown said. 

"When | started this it was one country that would qualify 
but now it's 27 and potentially it's 37". Writing off the multilateral 
debts of poor countries has been one of Britain's priorities for 
its presidency of the G-8, and the deal will be seen as a triumph 
for Brown, who has cajoled sometimes reluctant G-7 countries— 
the G-8 minus Russia—to back his plan. 


The deal goes further than the agreement between US 
President George Bush and British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
earlier in Washington, which included debts owed to the World 
Bank and the African Bank but not the IMF. , 

Sources said the logjam had been broken when it was found 
that the IMF had several billion dollars available from gold sales 
in the late 1990s that it could use to cover the losses it would 
make from writing off debts. 

The 18 countries named in the announcement are those 
which have had their bilateral debts to rich countries written off 
under the World Bank's heavily indebted poor country initiative, 
but despite the success of the Jubilee 2000 campaign, many 
counties were still left spending more on servicing debts to the 


- Bank and the IMF than they were spending on health and 


education. 


The agreement will be rubberstamped at the Gleneagales 
G-8 summit in July, when the leaders of the G-7 countries will 
be joined by President Viadimir Putin. 


Brown acknowledged that there was “still work to be done" 


to get approval for his International Finance Facility, a scheme 


under which rich countries would raise money for development 
by selling bonds on the world’s financial markets. 

Eighteen countries have completed the heavily indebted poor 
countries initiative: Benin, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Guyana, Honduras, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, 
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Mozambique, Nicaragua, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Zambia. 


Nine countries are due to reach completion point within 18 
months: Cameroon, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, 


Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Malawi, Sao Tome and 
Principe, and Sierra Leone. (Guardian Newspapers Limited, 
London/Hindu, New Delhi, June 12) 


b. 3 million African children to die of mal- 
nuitrition and disease, says UN: Three million 
children will die in the poorest countries of sub-Sa- 
haran Africa as a result of the failure of the global 
community to meet its promise of slashing the death 
rates of the under-fives by 2015, the UN will reveal. 


The grim figure emerged as George Bush paved the way for 
a landmark deal on lifting the huge debt burden on Africa's 
poorest countries when he announced that the US would stump 
up extra cash which in the long term would cancel $15 billion 
(about £8.2 billion) of accumulated debt. 


Following talks with Tony Blair in Washington, he also said 
he would do more on aid, but did not set out a specific figure. 


The UK is looking for an initial $25 billion boost from across 
the G-8 industrialised nations and the EU. A study by the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP), timed to put pressure on G-8 
leaders ahead of the summit at Gleneagles, showed that on 
current trends, the global community would miss by a wide 
margin the targets it set for poverty, infant mortality and education 
in the millennium development goals agreed by the UN in 2000. 


"These numbers should serve as a wake-up call for G-8 
leaders," said Kevin Watkins, director of the UN’s human 
development report office. "Africa cannot afford to see the world’s 
richest countries sleep-walk their way to a heavily signposted 
human development disaster," he said. . i 


In 2000, the UN said that by 2015 it would cut infant mortality 
by two-thirds, halve the number of people living on less than a 
dollar a day, and put every child in school. 


On current UNDP projections, there will be 5 million 
under-five deaths in Africa, compared with 2 million if the goals 
were achieved; 115 million children deprived of education; and 
219 million extra people living below the poverty line. 


The Washington trip will be remembered for the progress 
Blair made on debt cancellation and the assertion by President 
Bush that lifting- Africa from poverty "is a central goal of my 
administration". 


On debt cancellation, the Americans promised not merely 
100 per cent cancellation, but also additional funding to ensure 
that the World Bank does not lose interest payments. (Guardian, 
Lendon/Deccan Herald, Bangalore, June 9) 


_c. UK arms sales to Africa touch £1 billion: 
British arms sales to Africa have risen to record 
levels over the last four years and have reached 
the £1 billion mark. 


Analysis of ‘official figures shows annual weapons sales 
almost quadrupled between 1999 and 2004. 


“Campaigners and MPs called the increase "obscene" and 
“unacceptable” at a time when the Government is putting so 
much political capital into relieving poverty in Africa. 

Many exports approved by the Department of ‘Trade and 
Industry involve selling arms to some of the most deprived states 
and to countries with poor human rights records. Among the 
most controversial export since 2000 are: 

More than £30 million of military equipment sold to Angola, 
including armoured vehicles and body armour; Export licences _ 
granted by the DTI in 2004 to sell £3.6 million military equipment 
to Malawi, one of the least developed nations in the world, 
Licences for military exports granted to Eritrea, Ethiopia, Algeria, 
Sudan, Zambia, Uganda, Namibia and Somalia; Arms sales to 
South Africa that trebled in 2004 to £114 million, including 
components for combat aircraft, missiles and radar; UK arms 
sales to Nigeria up tenfold since 2000 to £53 million, including 
armoured vehicles and large calibre artillery. 

According to the DT!’s annual reports, specific licences for 
arms sales to Africa total more than £631 million since 2000. 
But experts believe the true figure is closer to £1 billion when 
the value of “open” licences are taken into account. Such 
licences allow for smaller arms sales to take place with much 
less scrutiny from officiais. 

Paul Evais, director of Saferworld, which campaigns for the 
control of the arms trade, said: "The Government is to be 
congratulated on leading the charge on debt relief, but if it is 
serious about helping Africa develop as a continent, then it 
should think again about its arms sales policies towards these 
countries. 

Andrew George, Opposition Liberal Democratic spokesman 
on international development, said: "It would seem obscene that 
at a time when one arm of Government is focusing on debt relief, 
behind the scenes another arm is boosting this unacceptable 
trade”. In 2004 the global total spent on munitions rose above 
$1 trillion for the first time since the height of the Cold. War. In 
contrast, the amount spent on aid over the same period was 
$78.6 billion. ot 

The DTI refused to comment on any of the arms export 
licences it had approved to Africa, on the ground that such 
transactions were subject to commercial confidentiality. (Guard- 
ian, London/Hindu, New Delhi, June 13) 

PATRICE LUMUMBA (Mozambique): Sex as 
tool for pleasure, survival: They met a year ago 
on the dirt road rears her aunt’s house, in this 

F struggling township where houses are 
SLUC built from reeds and the only water 
comes from wells. Flora Muchave was 14. Elario 
Novunga was 22, nicely dressed and, Flora said, 


` full of promises. 


One stood out: Flora's family had been teetering on the edge 
of destitution since her father, a miner, died of AIDS in 2000. 
Elario said he would change that. "He asked me to have sex 
with him, and he. guaranteed everything | would need,” Flora 
recalled. "He said he would take care of everything for me". 


He lied. Elario gave Flora the equivalent of about $4 and a - 
baby, whose impending birth has forced her to drop out of sixth 
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grade. Before Flora’s mother died in May, apparently of AIDS, 
she forgave her daughter for ignoring her warnings about 
fast-talking men. But she sketched out a bleak future for her only 
daughter. 


"Now," Flora recalled her sobbing from her deathbed, "you.. 


are going to suffer’. l 

` Flora Muchave's cautionary tale is nothing new; Africa claims 
the world’s highest adolescent birthrate and the world’s lowest 
share of girls enrolled in primary school. But for the last 25 years, 
the trends had been positive. x 

African girs, like girls elsewhere, were marrying later, and a 
growing percentage were in school. 

The AIDS epidemic now threatens to take away those gains, 
Orphaned and impoverished by the deaths of parents, girls here 
are being propelled into sex at early ages to support themselves, 
their siblings and, all too often, their own children. 

"AIDS is reversing the trends that were improving for girls," 
said Margie d2 Monchy, regional child protection office for the 
United Nations Children's Fund. "We really have to look at the 
kinds of lousy choice—and sometimes no choices—that they 

` have for survival. 


With 12 million children orphaned in sub-Saharan Africa 
because of AIDS, suffering abounds among boys as well as giris. 
- But orphaned girls tend to fare worse, relief officials say, because 
they traditionally hold a lower status in African society, are more 
vulnerable to sexual exploitation and, for anatomical reasons, 
are more likely than boys to contract HIV. 

In Zimbabwe, a new Unicef study has found that orphaned 
: girls are three times more likely to become infected than are 
girls whose parents are alive. In Zambia, orphaned girls are the 
first to be withdrawn from school. 

in Zambia's capital, Lusaka, impoverished relatives order 
some orphaned girls as young as 14 out on the street at night, 
telling them they must earn money, a recent survey found. 

In Lesotho, a growing number of adolescent girls are forced 
to work as maids or prostitutes, Unicef researches have reported. 


“Orphaned girls are at the absolute margins,” said James 
Elder, Unicefs spokesman in Zimbabwe. "They are the very 
bottom of.the barrel. They are much more likely to engage in 
risky behavior just to survive". 

Flora said she remembers how her father's earnings from 
work in South Africa's mines sustained the family. After he died 
in 2000 at 36, she said, her mother's earnings as a cook for a 
Bible school—the equivalent of less than $35 a month—did not 
go far enough. 

She could no longer afford to hire a tractor or a pair of oxen 
to plow the family's two fields. "It was hard to get food and clothes 


and soap," said Flora, a short, plump girl with a ready smile, 


curly lashes and ebony skin. 


The whole situation made her more susceptible to Elario’s 
yblandishments, she said. “Actually, | was: cheated,” she said, 
smiling her embarrassment, as she waited for donated food 
outside a Unicef-financed organization. "He is a big fair". 


«Her father’s relatives have abandoned her and her brother 
“because her mother kept her husband's possessions after he 
died, flouting the tradition that says that a man’s relatives, and 
not his wife, should inherit his wealth. Her mother’s sister, a 
widow with five children, can offer little help. 


So it was Flora who, one Wednesday in May, hauled home 
a 30-kilogram sack of unmilled corn, 3 kilograms of beans and 
a litre of cooking oil from a Unicef-supported centre run by 
Reencontro, a Mozambican charity that assists people with AIDS 
and orphans. 


The next day, she balanced a 25-kilogram pail of water on 
her head and trekked home from the township's well. "There 
isn't anyone to help", she said. "The responsibility is in my hands, 
so | have to do it”. . 


Workers for Reéncontro are urging Flora to return io school, 
and Flora, who says she used to get good grades, is interested. 
“But | don’t know who would pay for the textbooks," she said. 


Flora is but one of 639 orphaned girls here identified by 
Reencontro. Two years ago, a worker found Lisario Mariquele, 
already pregnant at 13, caring for her ailing mother and three 
younger siblings. Her father had died four years earlier, 
apparently of AIDS. 


Although a younger brother had made it to third grade, Lisario 
had never been to school before. What she knew was chores, 
which multiplied after her son, Vincente, was born and her 
mother died of AIDS. 


One recent morning, Lisario stopped pounding corn long 
enough to chat. Vincente slept nearby on a dirty reed mat, 
anemic and plagued with diarrhea. 


Her son's father is named Joao, she said. She never learned 
his last name or his age. She agreed to have sex, she said, 
because "he promised to take care of me". 


"It was a mistake on my part," she said. When the baby was 
born, she tracked down Joao in a nearby township. She said he 
told her: "The baby is yours”. 


Under pressure from Reencontro, she has now enrolled in 
first grade. Every other weekday afternoon, she ties Vincente to 
her back and hikes to the school. She is ill-quipped and unsure 
of herself there. One recent Wednesday, she had to borrow a 

- pencil and a sharpener. ` 


"| learned to lot of things," she said the “at morning, 


_ hurriedly wrapping a cloth around her naked baby. “But | can’t 


remember them now". (Sharon LaFraniere, In New York 


Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, June 11) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Cartoonist, publisher sentenced to sx 
months in prison: An Algiers court sentenced Ali 
Dilem, a cartoonist with the daily Libert, and Farid 
Alilat, the daily’s former publication director, to six 
months in prison with no parole and a 250,000 dinar 
fine. 


The paper was fined 1.5 million dinars. Alilat, who is presently 
out of the country, was sentenced in absentia. 


The legal action against the journalists and Libert followed 
the paper’ publication of a cartoon in September 2003 that dealt 
with the 2004 presidential election. Both journalists and the paper 
were accused of "insulting the head of state". 


The press association said it is concerned with the surge of 
criminal defamation cases brought against journalists and 
newspapers. The organisation reiterated its call for an end to 
the judicial harassment of journalists and demanded that the 
Algerian authorities respect freedom of expression. (Centre 
Algrien de Dfense de la Libert de la Presse, Algiers, June 30) 
[Previous issue Algeria, page 1693] 


ANGOLA 


a. Accord on extradition of war criminals 
ratified: The National Assembly has approved the 
co-operation accord between the Governments of 
Angola and United States of America on extradition 
of suspect criminals. 


The protocol, passed by 119 votes in favour, none against 
and eight abstentions, obliges the handing over of Angolan and 
North-American citizens to the justice systems of the respective 
countries, if they are involved or suspected of committing crimes 
against humanity, war crimes and terrorism. 

While presenting the protocol, Angola’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Joao Bernardo de Miranda said that it is a document 
that aims to safeguard the two States’ strategic interests. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, June 22) 

[Previous issue Angola, page 1693] 


BURUNDI 


a. Army arrests scores of child soldiers: 
Burundi’s army said, July 1,--Some 100 child 
combatants had been arrested in two weeks at 
various locations around the country. 


They had been recruited by the only active rebel movement 
in the country, the Forces National de Liberation. 


Some were arrested as they crossed into Burundi from 
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo where they were 
undergoing military training, army spokesman Maj Adolphe 
Manirakiza said in Bujumbura, the nation’s capital. 


Others were arrested in Bujumbura and the provinces of 
Bujumbura Rural, Bubanza, Kayanza, Muramvya and Muyinga. 
They were all preparing to disrupt the July 4 legislative electians, 
he said. He said the majority of those arrested were between 
10 and 15 years old, who the FNL had recruited since May after 
it signed the ceasefire agreement with the government. 


"The children were told that when the war ends they would 
receive a demobilisation allowance or be integrated in the 
national army," Manirakiza added. 


One of the children arrested in Rugazi commune, part of 
Bubanza Province, told national television reporters that he and 
other children had been porters for the rebel group. He also said 
more senior FNL members had threatened to kill them if they 
tried to return home. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bujumbura, July 1) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1694] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. AU lifts post-coup sanctions: The Peace 
and Security Council of the African Union (AU) has 
lifted the sanctions imposed on the Central African 
Republic (CAR) two years ago after the March 2003 
coup in which Gen Francois Bozize seized power. 


"In view of March 2005 elections which formalised the return 
of constitutional order, the suspension of the Central African 
Republic which followed the coup d’etat of March 15, 2003, 
should now be lifted," the council said. 


The coup-plagued country was suspended from all AU 
activities in March 2003 when Bozize stormed to power after a 
six-month rebellion, ousting President Ange-Felix Patasse. The 
council welcomed what it said was the positive evolution of the 
situation in the country and called all member states and the 
international community at large to provide the necessary 
support so that the root causes of the country’s recurrent 
instability could be overcome. 
< “in addition, the African Union should support the efforts 
being made to mobilise the international community to provide 
the Central African Republic much-needed assistance for its 
socioeconomic recovery," it said. (UN Integrated pega 
Information Networks, Nairobi, June 27) 
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b. Disarmament of former combatants begins: 
A weeklong disarmament of 2,000 former combat- 
ants began, June 18, in eight districts of Bangui, 
capital of the Central African Republic (CAR). 

The disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration (DDR) 
process, for a total of 7,565 combatants, will be extended to the 
rest of the country's provinces. 

"lm not a professional soldier, | joined [President Francois] 
Bozize’s rebellion because | wanted to liberate my country, it's 
done, | have to hand back my weapon," Jerome Derant-Bo- 
zoumna, 40, who served as a "liberator", said. 


The liberators were non-professional soldiers who joined a 
rebellion led by Bozize from October 2002 to March 2003. The 





rebellion ended. with Bozize overthrowing former President - 


Ange-Felix Patasse. The regions most affected by the conflict 
include Bangui and its surroundings as well as the provinces of 
Ouham, Ouham-Pende, Nana-Grebizi and Kemo. These are also 
the places where the DDR will be conducted. The government 
launched the US $13-million DDR and community support 
programme, known by its French acronym PRAC in December 
2004 in the town of Bossangoa in the north. 


The programme has four phases: disarmament of ex-com- 
batants and persons viewed as a menace to security and peace; 
demobilisaticn and reintegration of the ex-combatants in their 
communities or host communities; reinforcement of the commu- 
nities’ capacity to accept and welcome the’ éx-combatants to 
facilitate their lasting reintegration; and security for development. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bangui, 
June 21) 

[Previous issue Centrai African Republic, page 1682] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. 1,000 ADF rebels regroup in Ituri: Over 
1,000 rebels of Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) 
have re-armed and regrouped in the northeastern 
Congolese Province of Ituri, the UPDF has said. 

The Defence and Military spokesman, Lt. Col. Shaban 
Bantariza, said, June 30, that intelligence information was 
gathered in a joint aerial surveillance with the UN monitoring 
forces in Ituri. "The ADF rebels currently in Ituri are over 1,000 
and that is bad enough as far as we are concerned,” Bantariza 
said in a telephone interview. 


He was reacting to reports by aid workers and eyewitnesses 
in Ituri that former ADF fighters had been regrouping. Sources 
said the ADF rebels were joined by disgruntled forces of the 
defunct Armee’ Patriotes Congolaise (APC) forces of former 
Congolese rebel leader Mbusa Nyamwisi. "ADF are regrouping 
and well armed. Recently, troops were added from the pool of 
frustrated APC soldiers. It seems they feel abandoned by 
Kinshasa," the source said. 

"They are already about 5,000 troops now and they are still 
hiding out in the areas of Kihingi, Kamango, Kombo, Bundiguya 
(Rwenzori),” the source said. Bantariza confirmed the areas 
where ADF bases are located. (Monitor, Kampala, July 1) 
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- b. Seven killed in demonstrations, hundreds 
arrested: At least seven protestors were killed and 
hundreds arrested in demonstrations, June 26, in 
various suburbs of Kinshasa, capital of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of the Congo (DR), and in other 
urban areas. 

The protests are against a delay in national elections which 
were to have been held before, June 26. Recently the parliament 
of the transitional government extended the election timetable 
by at least six months. 


"A government made up of former belligerents [in the armed 
conflict is incapable of organising elections which it had promised 
to hold by 30 June 2005," said Tshibala Tshioma, a protestor 
and member of the opposition Union pour la Democratie et le 
Progres Social (UDPS), the main political party which called the 
demonstration. 


The UDPS said the leaders of farmer armed groups who are 
now among President Joseph Kabila’s four vice-presidents have 
no interest in ending the transition process. "They are doing 
nothing but eating a lot of money while the population suffers," 
Tshioma said. 


In a broadcast on state television, June 25, and in anticipation 
of the demonstrations, Kabila appealed to the nation for caim. 
He reiterated his determination to end the transitional process 
and let the population freely choose their leaders. (UN Inte- 
grated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, June 30) 
[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1694] 


EGYPT 


a. Muslim Brotherhood members detained: 
The Egyptian government has detained hundreds 
of Muslim Brotherhood members solely for exercis- 
ing their rights to freedom of speech, association 
and assembly, Human Rights Watch said, June 22. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, a banned but tolerated group, 
staged large demonstrations in Egyptian cities in early May 
calling for political reform. 

At least 800 members were arrested, and more than 300 
are still in custody, most without charge. In a letter sent to 
President Hosni Mubarak, Human Rights Watch called on the 
government to release the detainees without delay. 


Mahmud Izzat, secretary-general of the organization, and Dr. 
Issam al-Irian, a prominent activist, are among scores who are 
being investigated on charges of belonging to an illegal 
organization, possession of publications and spreading propa- 
ganda of a nature to disturb public security, and promoting the 
use of force to breach the Constitution. Lawyers for the men 
said the last charge, based on allegations that they urged 
demonstrators to attack the police, are groundless but allow the 
prosecutor to refer the cases to a military court under the 
country's counterterrorism laws. On June 18 and 19, the 
prosecutor extended detention orders for al-lrian and Izzat by 
another 15 days. (International Freedom of Expression 
Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, June 22) 
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CAIRO: After attacks on women, anger rises 
in Egypt: Government opponents say one way 


A Egyptian authorities pursue suspects is 
Spotlight to pressure their female relatives. 


Over the years, if the police could not find a wanted man, 
for example, they sometimes took his wife or daughter into 
custody. 


But the recent groping and beating of women as part of an 


attack on political protesters by a crowd of men chanting support - 


for the ruling party, all while the police stood by and watched, 
has failed to intimidate dissenters. Instead, it has helped unify 
and motivate a range of groups calling for more open and 
democratic government. i 


The images of women being hit and sexually abused—par- 
ticularly offensive in this conservative Islamic society—have 
helped bring together groups as diverse as the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the Centre for Socialist Studies. 


For a country. whose political life has atrophied in more than 
two decades under emergency laws, the attacks on May 25 have 
also inspired many political novices to become active, creating 
a backlash that has taken the government by surprise. 


"At least now there is dialogue and meetings between us 
and Communists and the Muslim Brotherhood,” said Kamal 
Khalil, director of the Centre for Socialist Studies, a Cairo-based 
research organization. "We share our vision and there is a kind 
of coordination—of course, the event, assaults of the 25th 
helped; we can’t deny this". 

The assaults have also motivated the women’s movement 
here, not a Western-style feminist force, but one where women 
have moved to take a leading role in trying to expand opposition 
to the ruling National Democratic Party and its leader, President 
Hosni Mubarak. ‘The opposition groups are still small in number 
and national reach, but their very existence represents an 
unprecedented challenge for the president. 


"We are opening a real popular female movement," said Jihan 
EI Halafawy, a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, speaking at 
a forum called "The Street Is Ours," organized by some of the 
women who were attacked. 


In February, Mubarak announced a policy initiative to allow 
more than one candidate in the race for president. On May 25, 
the day voters were asked to approve a change to the 
Constitution to permit multiple candidates, a small group of 
protesters met in downtown Cairo, insisting that the referendum 
was a sham. 


They were greeted by an army of riot police officers and 


undercover security agents. Witnesses said that groups of men ° 


arrived in buses and were allowed by police to attack and beat 
the protesters while the police watched. 


While the violence against the protesters made for national 
news here, it was the image and stories of women being attacked 
during the protest that have provoked the harshest criticisms of 
the government. The events were largely ignored by govern- 
ment-controtied newspapers and television. 
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The ruling National Democratic Party has condemned the 
attacks, and government supporters deny there was any 
organized strategy aimed at intimidating women. 


Fayzah Tahawy, a member of Parliament from the ruling 
party, said the party was conducting its own investigation into 
the attacks. "} was very displeased by the events of May 25 
because Egypt will never be reformed through the use of force," 
she said. "We have to use reason and dialogue”. 


Government supporters and critics say part of the reason 
the response has been so great is that the security services 
have long used women as pawns to fight those whom the 
authorities deemed criminals. In Arab societies, a family’s honour 
is often directly linked to a woman's perceived virtue. 


“The return of this technique of assaulting the sanctity of 
women means two things,” said Abdel sabour Shahin, an Islamic 
preacher and a professor at Cairo University. "The first is 
preventing women from participating in political life. The second 
is to intimidate the families of those women—the men". 


The riot police were out in force again recently, when about 
350 people filled a conference room for the forum organized by 
women who were attacked. There were almost as many men 
as there were women. 


"| feel the assaults on women are a disgrace—a disgrace to 
every person in Egypt,” said Ali Tayeb, 20, an engineering 
student in Cairo University. "The silent majority, of which | am a 
part because | was never politically active, has to start speaking 
out for their rights". (Michael Slackman in New York Times/ 
Asian Age, New Delhi, June 18) 


[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1695] 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Kumba Yala agrees to accept election 
defeat: Kumba Yala, the mercurial former President 
of Guinea-Bissau, has finally agreed to accept 
defeat in the presidential election, clearing the way 
for a second round run-off between his two main 
rivals, Malam Bacai Sanha and Joao Bernardo 
"Nino" Vieira. 

"In the interests of peace and of stability for the nation of 
Guinea-Bissau, | accept the results of the first round of the 
presidential election," Yala said at a news conference in the 
Senegalese capital, June 27. 


However, while conceding that he would accept the elections 


‘results “in the way that they have been announced," Yala 


continued to insist that he was the real winner of the first round 


` of voting on June 19. 


"| know that I won the elections with 38 per cent against 28 
per cent for Malam Bacai Sanha and 26 per cent for Nino Vieira. 
They changed the results and my result was given to Malam 
Bacai, while his own result was attributed to Nino,” Yala said in 
a statement to reporters after ail three candidates had held a 
fresh round of ‘talks with President Abdoulaye Wade of 
neighbouring Senegal. 
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The official results of the presidential election, which was 
praised as free, fair and well organised by several teams of 
international observers, put Bacai Sanha in the lead with 35.45 
per cent, followed by Vieira with 28.87 per cent and Yala with 
25 per cent. 


Announcing these final results, June 25, Malam Mane, the 
chairman of Guinea-Bissau’s National Electoral Commission, 
said the second round run-off between Bacai Sanha and Vieira 
would take place on July 17 or 24 . (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Dakar, June 28) 

[Previous issue Guniea Bissau, page.1660] 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN threatens sanctions after finding 62 
military vehicles at port: UN officials monitoring 
an arms embargo against Ivory Coast said, June 
30, that they had found 22 military vehicles at 
Abidjan port, the first potential violation of the 
restrictions that were slapped on the divided nation 
seven months ago. 

“It's the first concrete case we've found and there will be 
consequences," Pierre Schori, the UN Secretary General's 
Special Representative in Ivory Coast, said at a weekly media 
briefing. 


UN peacekeepers checking cargo at the fruit terminal in the 
country's main city of Abidjan had come across 22 grey military 
vehicles as well as crates, according to a military spokesman 

-for the UN mission in Ivory Coast (ONUCI). 


in a statement, the Ivorian army said the shipment consisted 
of 22 jeeps delivered to the Defence Ministry by an Abidjan arms 
dealer at the request of the government. The jeeps were a 
replacement shipment for an order of munitions that had been 
made and paid for before the UN arms embargo came into effect, 
the army said. . 


The UN Security Council banned the supply of arms and 
military hardware to Ivory Coast on November 15, 2004, days 
after Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo sent warplanes on 
bombing raids against rebel forces, violating a ceasefire accord 
and killing French peacekeepers in the process. (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Abidjan, June 30) 

[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1684] 


KENYA 


a. Lethal brew kills 48: At least 48 poor people 
have died after consuming an illicit brew suspected 
to be laced with an "industrial chemical” in several 
neighbouring villages in Machakos District, about 
6C km east of Nairobi. 

"So far, we have discharged 62 people from the hospital 
while we referred 10 serious cases to Kenyatta National Hospital 
[in Nairobi] for attention," Dr Simon Mueke of Machakos 
provincial Hospital said. - 

About ten others were left permanently blind. The Hespital 
Superintendent said that Vodka, an alcoholic beverage that 
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contains 40 per cent alcohol content, was the only antidote for 
the high level of methanol in the brew. 


"We bought the beverage from wines and spirits outlets which 
has made remarkable improvement, but the stock seem to have 
run out," he went on. 


Kenya’s Director of Medical Services, Dr James Nyika!, who 
visited the Hospital, said the victims appeared to have consumed 
alcohol laced with an industrial chemical. 


Survivors found in a fairly stable condition complained of 
dizziness and eyesight problems, as reported by the Daily 
Nation. (Catholic Information Service for Africa, Nairobi, 
June 27) 


(Previous issue Kenya, page 1696] 


LIBERIA 


a. Search for oil gets a boost as NOCAL 
signs contract with 3 companies: The National 
Oil Company of Liberia (NOCAL) and three other 
companies have signed a production-sharing con- 
ract. 


The three companies that signed the contract with, NOCAL 
are the joint consortium of Regal Liberia Limited and European 
Hydrocarbon, Broadway Consolidated and Oranto Petroleum 
Limited. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, the president of the 
NOCAL, F Musah Dean said the three companies signing the 
contract are among five companies awarded blocks as a result 
of the bid. 


Dean said the other two are Repsol and Woodside, and noted ; 
that negotiations are in progress and as soon as an accord is 
reached, their agreement will also be signed. 


"The positive development you are witnessing today repre- 
sents a giant step in Liberia's search for oil," Dean said. 


He said the contract signed commits the three companies to 
a very rigorous work programme, which will accelerate further 
exploration in Liberia’s offshore area and ensure the drilling of 
wells. 


The NOCAL president said work is expected to commence 
within three months from the date of ratification of the contract. 
He said the contract stipulates that funds are to be provided for 
the training of Liberian personnel and social welfare etc (The 
Inquirer, Monrovia, June 23) 


[Previous issue Liberia, page 1697] 


MALAWI 

a. Malawian Speaker dead: The Speaker of the 
National Assembly of the Republic of Malawi, 
Rodwell Munyenyembe, has died. 

According to a statement from the Malawian embassy, 
Munyenyembe died at Milpark Hospital, Johannesburg, South 
Africa, June 27, after a short illness. (Herald, Harare, July 1) 
{Previous issue Malawi, page 1685] l 
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MALI 


a. Over one million face malnutrition: Food 
prices are soaring and cattle are dying in Mali as a 
result of drought and last year’s locust swarms. 


The government has called for urgent food assistance to 
avert malnutrition among more than a million vulnerable 
people. 


A government survey carried out earlier found that 1.1 million 
people in 101 communities in the central Mopti region, Timbuktu 
in the north and the western region of Kayes, may lack proper 
food before the next harvests in September. 


"If energetic decisions are not made quickly, the nutritional 
state of the population will deteriorate," Mary Diallo, director of 
the government-run Early Warning System (SAP), said. 


"Already the rate of malnutrition has worsened," said Diallo, 
referring to a previous study in October that identified 83 
communities vulnerable to food shortages. 


Food shortages are a perennial problem in impoverished 
Mali, where farmers typically endure a belt-tightening lean 
season from July to the September harvest. But 2005 will be 
worse, according to the government, as production is down to 
2.8 million tonnes compared to 3.3 million in 2004. 


The majority of the 101 communities facing shortage were 
in the populous Mopti region in central Mali, although isolated 
nomadic communities of the arid north may be the worst-hit. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bamako, 
June 20) 


[Previous issue Mali, page 1446} 


MOROCCO 


a. Appeals Court upholds ban on journalist 
Ali Lmrabet: RSF has condemned "Morocco’s 
resolve to silence Ali Lmrabet" after an appeals 
court upheld.a ten-year ban on his working as a 
journalist. 


The organisation called the sentence "a cowardly move, 
demonstrating the limits of press freedom in Morocco." 


On June 23, an appeals court upheld the ten-year ban and 
fine of 50,000 dirhams. In addition, the journalist is obliged to 
publish the verdict for 21 days in the Arabic-language daily Al 
Ahdath Al Maghribia. 


At eight pages, the move will cost Lmrabet up to 100,000 
euros. On April 12, the prosecutor appealed a lower court verdict, 
considering the sentence too light. The move was a surprising 
one, given thatthe case had been brought before the court 
through a direct summons, 


"I think that in a country like Morocco where everyone knows 
the judiciary kowtows to the government, this ruling is invalid," 
Lmrabet told RSF. “This will not stop me setting up my own 
weekly newspaper in Morocco." (Reporters Sans Frontieres, 
Paris, June 28) 

[Previous issue Morocco, page 1698] ~ ~ 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


a, Journalists assaulted, equipment confis- 
cated: Zambeze weekly newspaper photojournalist 
Luis Muianga was brutally beaten, June 28, by a 
group of municipal police while working in downtown 
Maputo. 


According to a report in the June 19 edition of Di rio de 
Noticias, Muianga and colleague Raul Senda were working on 
a story about an impending taxi fare increase caused by the 40 
per cent oil price increase. 


Muianga said that he and his colleague were doing their jobs 
when they noticed skirmishes nearby and decided to take some 
photographs. They realised that municipal police officers were 
chasing street vendors and seizing their products. 


"When | was taking pictures | was approached by a man in 
civilian clothes who asked me who | was. | told him, ‘a reporter’ 
and he asked (me) to identify myself and | complied immediately. 
Off he went and came back with a group (of) seven policemen 
and they started to hit me." 


Muianga and his colleague were hit repeatedly and were 
eventually thrown into the police van and taken to the station 
where he was questioned. (Media Institute of Southern Africa, 
Windhoek, June 29) 


b. Trade agreement with United States: 
Mozambique's Minister of Industry and Trade, 
Antonio Fernando, June 22, signed a Trade and 
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) with the 
United States Trade Representative, Rob Portman 
in Washington . 


A release from Portman’s office claimed that the new 
agreement "will help enhance trade and investment relations" 
between the two countries. 


"Mozambique is viewed as a positive model because of its 
impressive record on democracy, political stability, economic 
growth, openness to foreign direct investment and expanding 
exports", said Portman. "This TIFA will provide an opportunity 
to work together to further expand trade between our two 
countries”. 


The agreement sets up a United States-Mozambique Council 
on Trade and Investment. 


According to the US release this body will deal with "a wide 
range of trade and investment issues that include trade capacity 
building, intellectual property, labour, environmental issues, and 
enhancing the participation of small and medium sized enter- 
prises in trade and investment". 


The Council will identify and work to remove "impediments 
to trade and investment flows between the United States and 
Mozambique". 


One impediment already identified is the enormous subsidies 
that the US government gives to its farmers, notably its cotfon 
farmers. 
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These subsidies are a major factor in depressing cotton 


prices, and damaging the interest of peasant farmers who . 


produce cotton in several African countries, including Mozam- 
bique. (Agencia de Informacao. de Mocambique, Maputo, 
June 23) 


[Previous issue Meranie page 1686] 


NIGER 


a. UN expert says nearly 4 million people 
face famine: With less than a quarter of the $16 
million in requested emergency funds coming in for 
drought-stricken Niger, one-third of the population, 
or nearly 4 million people, face famine, according 
to the United Nations expert on the 'right to food 
Jean Ziegler. 

The persistent drought and the invasion by many 
thousands of locusts have destroyed an already fragile 
agriculture and despite the measures taken by the Govern- 
ment in Niamey, "catastrophe is imminent, " he said in a 
statement issued, June 22. 


He noted that the UN had appealed for $16 million for Niger 
but only $3.8 million had come in so far. Ziegler said Niger had 
a rapid response mechanism in place to help the population but 
needed funds to replenish it. (UN News Service, New York, 
June 23) 

[Previous issue Niger, page 1673] 


NIGERIA 


a. Nigeria sends troops to Darfur: The first 
batch of a 2,000- strong Nigerian contingent is due 
to leave for Sudan’s Darfur region, July 1, to bolster 
an African Union force monitoring a shaky ceasefire 
in the area. 


Director of Defence Information, Brigadier-General Ganiyu 
Adewale, June 30, said three battalions of about 700 soldiers 
each would replace about 500 Nigerian troops deployed in Darfur 
` in 2004. "The first batch of the first battalion will leave, July 1, 
the second batch will leave a week later, while the second 
battalion will leave in August and the third will leave much later," 
Adewale stated from Abuja. 


The AU force of more than 2,300 soldiers and hundreds of 
civilian police are deployed in Darfur to monitor a ceasefire 
agreed in Aprit between mostly non-Arab rebels and the 
Arab-dominated government in Khartoum. 


The AU hopes to increase its force to around 12,000 by June 
2006 with an expanded mandate to protect civilians. The rebels 
took up arms over what they saw-as discrimination and neglect 
by Khartoum, which rebels say reacted by backing Arab militias 
who drove non-Arabs from their homes. 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed in the violence 
and more than 2 million forced from their homes into refugee 
camps in Chad since the conflict Broan in early 2003. (Daily 
Champion, Lagos, July 1) 

[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1699] 
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RWANDA 


a. Rwanda tribunal sacks Kenyan lawyer: A 
Kenyan working as defence lawyer at the interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Duncan 
Mwanyumba, was dismissed on allegations that he 
did not fully discharge his duties. 2 


Mwanyumba, who was representing Shalom Arsene Ntaho- 
bali, a former student and an alleged militia leader, is the third 
lawyer to be dismissed in the last nine months. 


. The Registrar of the tribunal said a major part of 
Mwanyumba’s duties were being performed by the co-counsel. 


Mwanyumba’s co-counse!l, Normand Marquis from Canada, 
had previously requested to resign claiming "continuous frustra- 
tion of having to bear alone the heavy work load”. 


Marquis accused Mwanyumba of failing to attend court 
sessions "at the last moment without reason thereby jeopardizing 
the defence”. 


He also alleged that had never visited massacre sites as 
was required. Ntahobali is jointly tried with five others including 
his mother who is a former minister of Gender, Pauline 
Nyiramasuhuko. All are charged with genocide and crimes . 
against humanity and have pleaded not guilty. 


Two other lawyers were dismissed previously. Jean Yaovi 
Degli from Togo-was dismissed for "fraud" in'October 2004 while. 
Alfred Pognon was also shown the door in May 2005 for alleged 
“arrogance”. 


Later Mwanyumba said he would not contest the Registrar's 
decision. (East African Standard, Nairobi, June 29) 


b. 1,500 Rwandans seek asylum: Over 1,500 
Rwandans, most of them of Hutu ethnicity, have 
crossed into Uganda and pitched camp at Kibati 
village outside Nakivale refugees’ resettlement 
camp in Mbarara district. ` 


Most of the refugees are women and children. They said 
they fled from Omutara, Gitarama, Vyumba and Kibungo 
provinces. Titus Jogo, the refugees’ desk officer in Mbarara, said 
they had registered 640 families and 1,502 individuals. 


A senior refugees protection officer in the Prime Minister’s 
office, Douglas Asiimwe, who is heading a verification team, 
said: "They claim soldiers come under cover of darkness and 
pick their relatives and they are never seen again, while many 
claim they are being persecuted by their Tutsi neighbours," 
Asiimwe said. : 


"We are doing as much as possible to get the facts so that 
those eligible can be granted asylum," Asiimwe said. 


He said those who will not be granted asylum will be ordered 
to go back. 

Peter Deck from UN refugee agency UNHCR, described 
the refugees’ conditions as “horrible.” (New Vision, Kampala, 
June 23) 

[Previous issue Rwand, page 1699] 
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SOMALIA 


a. Six organisations press. for editor’s re- 
lease: The Committee to Protect Journalists joined 
five local and international press freedom and 
human rights groups, June 30, in writing to Somali 
leaders to demand the immediate release of Abdi 
Farah Nur, editor of Puntland’s leading newspaper 
Shacab (Voice of the People). 

Farah was arrested on June 19 and later transferred to a 
high ‘security prison, where he is being held incommunicado, 
according to hiscolleagues. 

The letter is addressed to Adde Muse Hirsi, president of 
Somalia's self-declared autonomous region of Puntland; Abdul- 
lahi Yusuf Ahmed, president of the Transitional Federal Govern- 
ment of Somalia and former leader of Puntland; and Ali Mohamed 
Gedi, prime minister of the transitional government. 


CPJ, the Somali Journalists Network, the Somali Human 
Rights Defenders Network, Reporters Without Borders, the 
International Federation of Journalists, and Arab Press Freedom 
Watch signed the letter. (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, June 30) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1700] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki appoints woman as Deputy Presi- 
dent: South African President Thabo Mbeki, June 
29, picked a woman, the Mines Minister, as his new 
Deputy, replacing Jacob Zuma, who was sacked 
for corruption. 

Phumzile Miambo-Ngcuka, 49, one of the youngest members 
of the Cabinet, was appointed to the number two post, considered 
a stepping stone to the presidency. 

In announcing his choice at a news conference following a 
Cabinet meeting, Mbeki emphasized that he was keen to promote 
a woman as Deputy President. 


“We thought that this would give us an opportunity to further 
strengthen the participation of women in the executive. That's 
part of what influenced the decision that we took,” said the 
President. l 


Ms Mlambo-Ngcuka, who held the-Minerals and Energy 
Potfolio since 1999, rose to prominence for promoting black 
ownership in the white-dominated mining sector under a mining 
charter launched in 2002. 


A former teacher who attended the University of Lesotho, 
Ms Mlambo-Ngcuka once told a gathering of businessmen that 
“blacks should not be ashamd to be filthy rich”. 


The decision to sack Zuma caused rumblings within the 
African National Congress (ANC), where he enjoyed huge 
grassroots support, in particular with the Left wing of the ruling 
party. With a strong reputation as a competent administrator, Ms 
Mlambo-Ngcuka was expected to rally support within the 
rank-and-file of the ruling party, although it remained unclear 
whether she harboured presidential ambitions. - 


Mbeki, who succeeded Nelson Mandela in 1999, is to step 
down from the presidency when his second and final term ends 
in 2009. (Hindu, New Delhi, June 29) 


[Previous issue South Africa, page 1700] 


SUDAN 


a. Government signs reconciliation accord 
with Opposition group: The Government signed 
a reconciliation deal with one of Sudan’s largest 
Opposition groupings, June 18, seeking an to end 
a 16-year. conflict. 

The accord with the National Democratic Alliance is part of 
the Government's drive to clean up Sudan’s multiplie political 
and military conflicts after reaching a peace deal in January with 
southern rebels that ended a 21-year civil war that killed 2 million 
people. "We've put our hands together and unified our goals to 
compensate the people of Sudan for all what they've missed 
during the era of conflicts," said Sudanese President Cmar 
el-Bashir at a signing ceremony attended by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

The NDA is an umbrella group that includes 13 mainly 
northern political parties, which have been trying to loosen 
El-Bashir's hold on power since his 1989 military coup.. 

The armed wings of the various NDA factions clashed with 
Government troops in eastern Sudan and waged a campaign of 
sabotage in the 1990s, but there was been no violence in recent 


` years. (Hindu, New Delhi, June 19) 


Government releases political prisoner: The Sudanese 
government, June 30, released a prominent politician, Hassan 
al-Turabi, who was detained in 2004 on suspicion of pomoga a 
coup. 


"[] announce] the release of all political detainees,” President 
Umar al-Bashir said in a speech at the Green Square in the 
capital, Khartoum, to mark the 16th anniversary of the 1989 coup 
that brought him to power. 


Security authorities released Turabi, secretary-general 
of the Islamist opposition party, the Popular National 
Congress, and all other political detainees shortly after the 
President's announcement, the official Sudanese news 
agency reported. 


Turabi has been in detention and under house arrest without 
charge since March 2004. 


Bashir’s former mentor and an influential Islamist ideologue, 
he rallied behind the President in 1989 but was detained for 
about two years after losing a power struggle with Bashir in 
2001. 


Analysts consider him the architect of Sudan's policies of 
Arab and Islamist nationalism, and the force behind the country’s 
adoption of Shari'a law and rigorous Islamic practices, particu- 
larly affecting the rights of women. 


In his address to the nation, Bashir also announced that the 


state of emergency, in place since 1989, would be lifted in all 
parts of the country except the western states of Darfur. and 
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Red Sea and Kassala State in the east, as soon as the interim 
constitution was signed. (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Nairobi, July 1) 

[Previous issue Sudan, page 1700] > 


TANZANIA 


a. Sacked medical interns reinstated: The 
government announced, June 24, that a crisis at 
the Muhimbili National Hospital has ended after the 
reinstatement of medical interns sacked following a 
weeklong strike for an increase in allowances. 


"The government has started to deal with the problems, 
including allowances and salaries of medical cadres to be paid 
effective, June 2005," Frederick Sumaye, Prime Minister, told 
reporters shortly after visiting the hospital. 


He said the government understood the plight of the interns 
but had been unable to improve their allowances because of the 
country's financial difficulties. He appealed for patience, saying 
the governmen: would attend to the problems gradually. 


Deputy Hezith Minister Hussein Mwinyi said the govern- 
ment reinstated the interns after a meeting, June 23, with a 
delegation of the Medical Association of Tanzania. Earlier, the 
association had given the government a one-day ultimatum to 
reinstate the inierns unconditionally or face a nationwide strike 
by all doctors. 


"The interns have been unfairly treated and sacking them 
is not a solution’ to low pay problem faced by medical staff," 
Josephat Kahamba, the association's president said. 


The interns were claiming at least a 20-per cent raise in their 
allowances because, they said, their workload at the hospital 
was greater than their fully employed colleagues and senior 
professionals. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Dar-es-Salaam, June 24) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1677] 


UGANDA 


a. Ugandan is UK’s first black archbishop: 
The British government, June 17, named an Ugan- 
dan-born cleric, Rt Rev John Sentamu, as the first 
black archbishop in the near 500-year history of the 
Church of England. i 


Sentamu, 56, a former judge who is now bishop of 
Birmingham, has been appointed Archbishop of York, the 
Anglican Church's second highest position after Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams, who leads the worldwide Anglican 

communion. 


A noted campaigner against racism and gun crime, Sentamu 
is a charismatic figure who has become known as both a 
visionary and an able teacher. 

Diocesan bishops within the Church of England are appointed 
by the British monarch on the advice of the Prime Minister. 

Williams recently appointed him to a committee formed to 
try to mend a rift in the church caused by the new Hampshire 


June 18—July 1, 2005 





Diocese's decision to appoint an openly homosexual bishop, V 
Gene Robinson. In a statement, Sentamu said he was excited 
about his new role. 


“It is imperative that the church regains her vision and, 





‘confidence in mission, developing ways that will enable the 


Church of England to reconnect imaginatively with England,” he 
said. ' 


“It is important that the Church of England’s voice is heard . 
locally, nationally and internationally, standing up for justice, 
bringing good news to the poor, healing to the broken-hearted, ' 
setting at liberty those who are oppressed, and proclaiming the 
death of Christ and his resurrection". 


Raised as one of 13 children near the Ugandan capital, 
Kampala, Sentamu was an outspoken critic of Ugandan dictator 
idi Amin, which eamed him a term.in jail. In 1974, he spent 
several months under house arrest before leaving Uganda for 
Britain. He was ordained as a priest five years later and became 
bishop of Birmingham in 2002. 


Church spokesman Jonathan Jennings said Sentamu is the 
first black person to hold such a senior position in the history of 
the Church of England since its founder King Henry Vill broke 
with the Vatican nearly 500 years ago over his desire to divorce 
his first wife, Catherine of Aragon. 


Sentamu succeeds the Most Rev David Hope, who resigned 
in 2004 to spend his later years before retirement working as a 
parish priest. 


In a statement issued by his Lambeth Palace office, Williams 
said Sentamu “is someone who has always combined a passion 
for sharing the gospel with a keen sense of the. problems and 
challenges of society, particularly where racism is concerned”. 
Sentamu studied law at Uganda's Makerere University and was 
later a judge in Uganda's high court. (Asian Age, New Delhi, 
June 18) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1689] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Time Bank directors freed: Six Time Bank 
directors, who were facing corruption and fraud 
allegations of siphoning off $440 billion in deposi- 
tors’ funds, were freed by a Harare magistrate, 
June 27. 


This means that the case of Humphrey Malumo, Killian 
Kapaso, Kwaziso Bosha, Christopher Tande, Anderson Ncube 
and Kenny Chikonzo, who were being charged in their capacity 
as directors of the closed financial institution, can only proceed 
by way of summons if the prosecution still wants to put them on 
trial. 


This comes hardly two months after the directors were 
cleared of charges of contravening the Exchange Control Act 
involving US$295,000 by Harare magistrate Cremmah Chipere 
on the basis that they had not committed the crime in their 
individual capacities. 


r 
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The six directors appeared before magistrate Mrs Priscilla 
Chigumba who granted their application for refusal of remand. 
In her ruling, Mrs Chigumba said further remand of the six was 
unwarranted. "There is no justification for their further remand 
for an unspecified period while the State takes its time to 
complete investigations. The interest of justice will not be 
prejudiced if the State proceeds by way of summons when it 
eventually puts its house in order," said Mrs Chigumba. 


The magistrate said the six were specified persons and that 
this will persuade them to stand trial. Albert Nyamupfukudza of 
the Attorney General's Office had opposed the application saying 
the investigating officer needed more time to complete investi- 
gations. (Herald, Harare, June 28) 

[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1701] 


REGIONAL . 


a. Hunger, the scourge of Africa: There is a 
pain in the belly of Africa that just will not go away. 
It is gnawing at our development goals and 
undermining our economies. 


it is blighting the lives of the young and shortening the lifespan 
of the old; yet somehow it is getting forgotten. 


What is this scourge? A rampant virus with a cure? An insect 
that pricks our skin and poisons our blood? If it were so dramatic 
and captivating, it might gather more attention. In fact, it is much 
more prosaic. It is hunger that is the scourge of Africa. It is 
advancing rather than receding, and consuming more lives today 
than ever before. 


A hungry person is an angry and dangerous person. It is in 
all our interests to take away the cause of this anger. There is 
a saying in my country: when you take hunger out of poverty, 
poverty is halved. That is why it is crucial we give top priority to 
ridding ourselves of this blight on development. 


This year, when so much energy has been focussed on the 
campaign to Make Poverty History and the Commission for 
Africa, we should remember that hunger and malnutrition 
continue to kill more people than HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
tuberculosis combined. 


Food is the stuff of life. Without it, free trade, debt relief and 
poverty alleviation will mean little to the millions of African farmers 
who till the soil and heard their goats far from the benevolent 
gaze of the developed world. 


We should not forget that the first of the UN Millennium 
Development Goals is that there be a firm commitment by 
Governments to "eradicate the abject and dehumanising condi- 
tions of extreme poverty and hunger in which hundreds of millions 
of people continue to live”. 


852 million go to bed hungry: The grim reality we face 
today is that while global poverty dropped by 20 per cent during 
the 1990s, the number of hungry people rose. Efforts to alleviate 
poverty have been most successful among populations that have 
some access to social services and the market economy. 
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By contrast, the global hungry are part of a growing 
underclass that has no access. 


In the latter half of the decade, almost five million more 
people became hungry every year. Today, the total number 
around the world who know what it is like to go to bed hungry 
stands at a staggering 852 million. While there is evidence of 
slow progress towards making poverty history, the underclass is 
losing ground in its bid to halve the proportion of those’ who 
suffer from hunger by 2015. 


In a country like Nigeria, carefully mapped out policies have 
promoted food production, strengthened the agriculture sector, 
increased food exports and income, and crated employment for 
hundreds of thousands of people. 


As chairman of the New Partnership for Africa’s Develop- 
ment, | have called for collaboration with the World Food 
Programme to strengthen agriculture and research and share 
best practice to increase output drastically. In addition, savings 
from debt and debt servicing can go into these sectors that 
directly and immediately benefit the people. The WFP has put 
a price on what it would cost to eradicate hunger among the 
300 million children from Africa and beyond who live with the 
grinding and debilitating symptoms of hunger—$65 billion, if 
carefully targeted at improving nutrition for the neediest 100 
million children, could have a seismic impact. 


The plan foresees a partnership between rich and poor 
nations. Increasing the food supply and reducing hunger is a 
target across Africa, so developing nations would be encouraged 
to play their part, contributing food to the value of $2 billion to 
meet the needs of women and children, especially through 
school feedings programmes. For its part, the developed world 
would be expected to provide the balance of $3 billion. 


When | think of Africa today, it reminds me of Oliver Twist. 
Like him, Africa is struggling to extract itself with dignity from 
poverty and reglect. It is unacceptable that Africa might be forced 
once again to go to the top table at Gleneagles and say: "Please, 
sir, | want some more". 


It does not have to be that way. In partnership, we have the 
opportunity to conquer these challenges to development in Africa 
and beyond. We cannot forget that hunger is the voracious 
handmaiden of poverty. If we. do not destroy the one, we will 
never consign the other to the dustbin of history. 


(Olusegun Obasanjo, President of Nigeria, in Guardian, 
Londor/Hindu, New Delhi, June 24) 


b. Hunt for stolen African billions: British 
investigators will be sent to -help Africa retrieve 
billions of pounds hidden in the bank accounts of 
corrupt officials under a vital breakthrough secured 
by the British Government's chief legal adviser. 


In an exclusive interview, Lord Goldsmith outlined details of 
a "rapid reaction force" of trained financial detectives who would 
support African States in recovering assets stolen through 
corruption. . 5 
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The Attorney General said that huge sums were lying in 


_-.. banks, some of them European, and they would be returned to 


` their original country as part of the Government's campaign to 
alleviate African poverty. 


Goldsmith said: "They (the-rapid reaction force) will work with 
other countries and we will also help in training investigators as 
weil as offering technical assistance in tracing stolen assets". 


The initiative was unveiled following an agreement between 
Goldsmith and his G8 legal counterparts to ratify the UN 
convention against corruption. Twenty-five countries have so far 
ratified but until now the world’s largest industrial countries had 
not done so. (Guardian, London/Hindu, New Delhi, June 20) 


c. Climate change blow to human cradle: 
Climate change in Africa gave rise to modern 
humans. 


Now experts fear that global warming linked to carbon 
emissions will have its worst impact on humanity's cradie. “Africa 
is the most vulnerable continent to climate change," said Jennifer 
Morgan, director. of the Global Climate Change Programme at 
conservation group WWF. 


"Most African livelihoods depend on rain-fed agriculture so 
droughts and floods will have a serious impact on the workforce," 
she said, adding that the continent's extreme poverty reduced 
its ability to cope. 


Africa's plight will be high on the agenda of a Scottish summit 
of the Group of Eight industralised nations which could herald 
increased aid flows to the region. 


British Prime Minister Tony Blair has also made climate 
change a priority of Britain's year-long presidency of the G8. 


Global warming is widely blamed on emissions of heat-trap- 
ping gases from cars, factories and power plants—gases mostly 
spewed from the rich world. a 


Climate change in Africa prodded mankind's distant ances- 
tors along their eVolutionary path as forests gave way to 
- grasslands, forcing early humans into an open environment 
where it appears stone tools and long strides first developed. 


But while most past changes in weather patterns were 
gradual—giving our pre-historic ancestors a chance to adapt— 
the pace of global warming today could overwhelm modern 
Africa. 


The UN prdjects that temperatures may rise by 1.4-5.8 
Celsius by the year 2100. 


Desertification threatens to drive millions of Africans from 
their homes, said a recent international report drawing on the 
work of 1,360 scientists in 95 nations. 


Rising sea temperatures are also among the threats seen to 
the coral reefs off Africa's lush east coast, the life-blood for poor 
coastal communities dependent upon fisheries and tourism. 


And this tragedy of the weather is unfolding across the 
continent where climate changes gave birth to modern humans. 


The evidence for this is embedded in the Sterkfontein caves, 
30 km northwest of Johannesburg, where hominid fossils dating - 
back over four million years have been unearthed. 


"There was a drying up of Africa around 2.5 million years 
ago... There was change from forest to grassland," said Ron 
Clarke, who heads excavations at Sterkfontein. 


Intriguingly, it was in this period that the Sterkfontein fossil 
record reveals our ancestors first making stone tools. 


Climate change would continue to steer humanity's path. 


“About 130,000 years ago, the climate switched.....briefly into 
a warmer, moister mode," writes Chris Stringer and Robin McKie 
in their book African Exodus: The Origins of Modern Humanity. 


The Sterkfontein Caves, surrounded by rolling farms, are 
again witnesses to environmental change—this time man-made. 


"The water table below the caves is dropping because it is 
being pumped out by local farmers,” said Clarke. And water in 
the area will become more scarce if temperatures rise as fast 
as some fear. (Telegraph, Calcutta, June 27) 

d. Africa can be saved, US willing: The G-8 
summit in Scotland in early July will bring together 
the political leaders of the richest countries to 
consider the plight of the poorest countries. 


So far, President George W Bush has resisted Prime Minister 
Tony Blair's call for a doubling of aid to Africa by 2010. This is 
a tragic mistake, one that results from a misunderstanding of 
the challenges facing Africa and of America's responsibilities. 


American policy is based overwhelmingly on the idea that 
Africa can lift itself out of extreme poverty through its own efforts, 
that aid is largely misused because of corruption, and that the 
United States already gives generous amounts. 


This is wrong on all counts: Africa is trapped in poverty, many 
countries are well poised to use aid effectively, and America’s 
contribution is tiny relative to Africa's needs, America's promises, 
and America's wealth. 


Three challenges: Africa suffers simultaneously from three 
challenges that trap it in poverty. First, Africa does not grow 
enough food. Unlike Asia, Africa did not have a Green Revolution 
in food production. In 1965, india averaged 854 kilograms of 
grain per hectare in use, while Sub-Saharan Africa averaged 
almost the same 773 kilograms per hectare. But, by 2000, India 
was producing 2,293 kilograms per hectare, while Africa was 
producing only 1,178. 


Second, Africa suffers from disease unlike any other part of 
the world. Africa’s AIDS pandemic is well known; its malaria 
pandemic, which will claim three million lives and a billion 
ilinesses this year, is not. 

India controlled malaria after the 1960's, while Africa did not, 
one reason being that Africa’s malaria-bearing mosquitoes are 
particularly adept at transmitting the disease. 

Third, Africa is economically isolated, owing to very poor 
infrastructure, large over-land distances, and many landlocked 
countries. These geographical barriers keep much of Africa, 
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especially rural Africa, out of the mainstream of international 
trade. Without the benefits of trade, much of rural Africa struggles 
at subsistence levels. Bush might think that America is doing a 
lot to overcome these problems, but the truth is that US aid is 
minimal. Blair's Africa Commission, as well as the UN Millennium 
Project, found that Africa needs about $50 billion per year in aid 
by 2010. 


America’s fair share of the total is about $15 billion per year. 
Yet official US aid to Africa is only $3 billion per year, and much 
of that covers salaries for American consultants rather than 
investments in Africa’s needs. 


This tragically small sum amounts to just three cents for every 
$100 of US gross national product, which is less than two days 
of US military spending. Not only is US aid a tiny fraction of what 
it should be, but American explanations for the lack of aid are 
wrong. Bush and others imply that Africa wastes the aid through 
corruption. But impoverished and slow-growing African coun- 
tries like Ghana, Senegal, Mali, Benin, and Malawi are ranked 
as having less corruption than fast-growing Asian countries like 
Vietnam, Bangladesh, and Indonesia. 


Indeed, America’s own Millennium Challenge Account has 
already recognized such African countries for their strong 
governance. Good governance surely will help in Africa and 
elsewhere, but corruption should not be used as an excuse not 
to help Africa. 


On hunger, the key is to help Africa achieve its own Green 
Revolution. Rich countries should help African farmers use 
improved seed. varieties, more fertilizer, and better water 
management, such as small-scale irrigation. 


The techniques are known, but Africa’s farmers are too poor 
to get started. With increased help to African farmers to grow 
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more food (as opposed to shipping food aid from the US), it 
would be possible to double or even triple crop yields. 

One disease, malaria could be controlled by 2008 using 
proven, low-cost methods. But, again, Africa cannot afford them. 
The first goal should be to distribute long-lasting insecticide- 
treated bed nets to all of Africa's rural poor within four years. - 


The best estimates show that Africa needs about 300 million 
bed nets, and that the cost per net (including shipping) is around 
$10, for a sum of $3 billion. This cost would be spread over 
several years. In addition, Africa needs help with anti-malaria 
medicines, diagnostic equipment, and: training of community 
health workers. 

On economic isolation, Africa needs help with the basics— 
roads and ports—but there is also an opportunity to “leapfrog” 
technology. Cell phones and Internet connectivity could reach 
all of Africa at low cost, ending the economic isolation of 
hundreds of millions of people. 

Some reasonable estimates put the cost at around $1 billion 
for an Africa-wide fibre-optic network that could bring Internet 
connectivity and telephone service across the continent's villages 
and cities. Africa is ready to break out of poverty if the US and 
other rich countries help. Europe appears poised to do more, 
while the US appears to be the main obstacle. 

The G-8 Summit provides an opportunity for the US, which 
will spend $500 billion on its military this year, to make a 
lasting—and_ certainly more cost-effective—contribution to 
global security by saving millions of lives in Africa and helping 
its people escape extreme poverty. (The author is professor of 
economics and director of the Earth Institute at Columbia 
University) (Jeffrrey D Sachs in Economic Times, New Delhi, 
June 25) 

[Previous issue Regional, page 1702] 


Debt relief for a price 


Eight (G-8) countries announced, with great fanfare, their plans 
to "write-off" of the debts of the poorest countries, most of them 
situated in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Gordon Brown, United Kingdom’s Chancellor of the Excheq- 
uer, who is credited with working out the debt relief initiative, 
said in London that the plan was "a major breakthrough" as it 
offers up to 100 per cent multilateral debt relief to the “vast bulk" 
of the debts owed by the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
(HIPC). 


“Debts that are simply unpayable in the real world are finally 
taken care of. It is the richest countries hearing the voices of the 
poor,” Brown said. Prime Minister Tony Biair has made the 
scrapping of multilateral debts of the poorest countries Britain’s 
top priority as the country prepares to take over the G-8 
presidency in July. The 18 countries that stand to benefit from 
the initiative are Benin, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Guyana, Honduras, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, Uganda and 


| n the second week of June, Finance Ministers of the Group of 


Zambia. However, the G-8 Ministers made it clear that the 18 
would have to adhere to market reforms and pro-globalisation 
policies. They reaffirmed in a statement that "in order to make 
progress on social and economic development, it is essential 
that developing countries put in place the policies of economic 


growth". 


The statement specified that the private sector should be 
encouraged and “impediments” to foreign investments removed. 
The G-8 statement that one of the primary goals of the new initiative 
is the breaking down of the barriers that still exist to free trade 
and corporate control of services and resources in the countries 
concerned. The Worid Bank, now under the. "neo-conservative" 
leadership of former United States Deputy Defence Secretary Paul! 
Wolfowitz, has been given the task of monitoring the HIPC’s 
progress towards "good governance, accountability and transpar- 
ency". Importantly, several countries that need immediate debt 
relief have been left out. While ignoring Nigeria's case for debt 
forgiveness, the G-8 Finance Ministers praised the Nigerian 
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government for implementing International Monetary Fund/World 
Bank policies and said it was an example for the rest of the 
African continent. 

The G-8 statement, without going into specifics, said that the 
group was prepared "to provide a fair and sustainable solution 
to Nigeria’s debt problems in 2005". The debts of Nigeria, one 
of the most important players in sub-Saharan Africa, currently 
stand at $36 billion. - 

Also ignored was the plight of other African countries such 
as Angola, Corgo and Sudan. Congo and Sudan are just 
emerging out of a civil war with their economies shattered. The 
long civil war in Angola ended a few years ago but the country, 
according to most Africa-watchers, is a deserving candidate for 
debt forgiveness. 


The civil war there lasted decades because of the West's 
backing for Jonas Savimbi and his notorious UNITA militia. To 
a great extent, the West is responsible for the civil war in Sudan. 
The rebels is southern Sudan—and now the rebels in Darfur— 
have looked to Western countries or organisations for support. 


The implicit message is that international debt will only be 
forgiven if the countries stick to a strict programme of repayments 
and implement faithfully the IMF’s structural adjustment pro- 
gramme. 

According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNACTAD), between 1970 and 2002, Africa 
received more than $540 billion in loans. In the same period, 
the African countries paid back $550 billion in principal and 
interest. As of 2002, Africa’s debt was estimated at $295 billion. 

According to the G-8 Ministers, the debt write-offs announced 
in June total $40 billion. Although 18 African nations will benefit 
directly from this, the debts forgiven will amount to less than 
one-sixth of the continent's total debt. 


The George W Bush administration has pledged $1.75 billion 
to be disbursed over a period of 10 years as part of its share of 
the $16.7 billion needed to cover the debt repayment burden of 
the 18 countries. However, Washington has distanced itself from 
the commitment of the European G-8 members to provide 0.7 
per cent of their gross domestic product (GDP) towards aid and 
Gordon Brown’s .proposal to set up an, International Finance 
Facility (IFF) which would use the sale of gold reserves to speed 
up aid. . 

Less than 1 per cent of the US’ aid budget is geared towards 
Africa though it is directly responsible for many of the bloody 
conflicts that the continent has witnessed since the late 1960s. 
The IMF has pledged $6 billion from its own resources. 


By 2008, the G-8 nations will have to rustle up billions of 
dollars to repay loans taken by HIPCs from the World Bank and 
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the-African Development Bank. They have pledged to cover "the 
full costs of the loan” though commitments in richer members 
such as Japan. 


Critics of the debt relief plan said that the conditions impinge 
on the sovereignty of the countries and reflect the neo-colonial 
mindset of the G-8. "If we say half a loaf is better than nothing 
then it seems there is some progress. 


But half baked solutions have their own limitations," said 
Charles Mutasa, acting director of the African Network of Debt 
and Development. ActionAid said the G-8 initiative left out 
"millions in at least 40 other countries that also need 100 per 
cent debt relief". Demba Moussa Dembele of the Forum for 
African Alternatives in Senegal said the G-8's past an- 
nouncements had not helped the continent. 


Referring to the debt cancellations, he said Africans had 
heard about such proposals in the past too. "Africa has already 
paid enough. We do not owe anything,” he said. 


The general view on the African continent is that for the G-8 
move to be really meaningful, it should be expanded to include 
all impoverished countries and that debt cancellation must come 
without imposing on the countries draconian conditions. 


Although sub-Saharan Africa is the poorest part of the world, 
it continues to be a profitable investment destination. According 
to a 2003 World Bank report, Africa offers "the highest returns 
on foreign direct investments of any regions in the world". Some 
critics of the G-8 say that the debt relief proposal is a masquerade 
to hide the "new scramble for Africa”. 


The first scramble took place in the late 19th century when 
Britain, Germany and France tried to divide the continent among 
themselves. Rapacious Western companies are now exploiting 
the continent's huge and varied resources, with US big business 
in the lead. 


The US African Growth and Opportunity Act, the multilateral 
trade agreement between the US and Africa, forces African trade 
partners to withdraw subsidies given to their industries and 
insists on privatisation of social services even in countries that 
are prone to drought. 


Non-governmental orgnaizations ( NGOs) working on the 
African continent have described the policies of the US as akin ` 
to colonial exploitation, which provides its companies with cheap 
labour and, most importantly, access to hydrocarbon resources. 
Evidence has surfaced that shows that millions of dollars was 
paid as bribes by US and European oil companies to corrupt 
rulers such as the late Sani Abacha of Nigeria. (John Cherian 
in Frontline, Madras, July 15) 
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‘ANGOLA 


a. Parliament passes 19 Bills: Angola’s Na- 
tional Assembly passed 19 Bills and discussed the 
legal framework for the next general elections 
scheduled for 2006. 


According to a report of activities related to 2004-2005 
legislative period, other important issues are state budget for 
2005 and the report on the finances for 2003-04. 


The document presented by the spokesman of the National 
Assembly, Ventura de Azevedo, also highlights the approval of 
62 resolutions, among them the one related to the holding of the 
second round of the 1992's Presidential election. 


The document underlines the trips abroad by Roberto de 
Almeida, Parliament Speaker, and Parliament's participation at 
international missions, exchange of visits inland and overseas 
by deputies, as well training actions. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, July 15) 


b. National Assembly passes cultural heritage 
Bill: The Angolan Parliament, July 12, passed the 
Cultural Heritage Bill for the protection of its cultural 
identity. 

With 114 votes in favour, four against and 34 abstentions, 
the MPs debated article 15 that underlines the expropriation of 
cultural properties of individuals. 


The head of the ruling MPLA parliamentary seat, Bornito de 
Sousa, said if there is an expropriation, the law establishes fair 
compensation. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, July 13) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1705] 


BOTSWANA 


a. Accord on by-elections: The Botswana 
National Front (BNF) and the Botswana Congress 
Party (BCP) have a working relationship for by-elec- 
tions. 


The country’s two main opposition parties have agreed that 
they wili support each other in by-elections. 


They have also agreed that the party with the largest following 
in an area will field a by-election candidate to be supported by 
both parties. The BCP has said they will support the BNF in the 
by-election for the Gaborone West North parliamentary seat. The 
BNF has returned the favour by supporting the BCP in the 
by-election in Ramotswana Central ward. : 

"In view of the current discussions between us and the BCP 
regarding cooperation in by-elections, the BNF will not contest 
the vacant Ramotswa Central ward and will instead rally behind 


the BCP candidate to avoid splitting opposition votes," said BNF 
secretary general Akanyang Magama. He said the BNF has 
already communicated its position to the BCP. "The BCP has 
already supported us in previous council by-elections," he 
stressed. (Reporter, Gaborone, July 15) 

b. New water conservation system launched: 
Wave Sanitation, a local company, has launched a 
Grey Water System and a new cooperation agree- 
ment. 


Wave Sanitation Services and Calcamite Sanitary Services, 
a South African company, will be launching a Grey Water 
Recycling system under the CARE campaign initiative Conser- 
vation of Water Resources, Addition to the supply of water, and 
Re-use or recycling of wastewater), July 14, at the Gaborone 
International Conference Centre. 


In simple terms Grey water comprises wastewater from 
showers, laundry, baths, washing machines and hand basins. It 
excludes wastewater from toilets, which is otherwise termed as 
black water (due to the food and oil waste present, kitchen water 
is classified as black water.) A Grey water recycling system 
therefore is a wastewater system that diverts, collects and treats 
the Grey water for reuse. 


The water situation in Botswana is at a critical stage and the 
Grey Water System is the most practical method to compliment 
the government's initiative for water conservation. Research 
has shown that the Grey Water System can reduce domestic 
water consumption by up to 60 per cent. (Reporter, Gaborone, 
duly 14) 

[Previous issue Botswana, page 1694] 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Millennium Challenge Corporation an- 
nounces grant for girls’ education: The Millen- 
nium Challenge Corporation (MCC) has approved 
up to $12.9 million for a programme to help Burkina 
Faso improve its primary education completion 
rates for girls. 

The education completion rate for girls stands as one of the 
key indicators used for determining eligibility for the Millennium 
Challenge Account, a supplementary aid programme launched 
by US President Bush to reward poor nations that invest in the 
education and health care of their citizens, fight corruption and 
promote good governance. 

In announcing the award, July 8, MCC CEO Paul Applegarth 
said "MCC congratulates the people and government of Burkina 
Faso for their innovative programme to increase primary 
education rates among girls." He identified education as a 


1718 African Chronicle 


July 2—15, 2005 





“crucial component" to fighting poverty. The programme will fund 
censtruction of schools and teacher incentives in 10 provinces 
with the lowest girls’ primary education completion rates. 


The Threshold Programme is designed to assist countries 
that are on the "threshold," of Millennium Challenge Account 
(MCA) eligibility for compacts, meaning that if the countries make 
the reforms necessary to improve policy performance, the 
country might eventually qualify for MCA compact assistance. 
(United States Department of State, Washington, DC, July 8) 


b. Burkina Faso marks G-8 summit with 
nationwide tree planting: Thousands of women in 
Burkina Faso, one of the world’s most deprived 
countries, will mark the start of the G-8 summit 
discussions on Africa with a nationwide tree planting 
initiative called Trees. 


The Burkina Faso tree planting initiative was announced by 
Environment Minister, Laurent Sedogo. TREE8 symbolises the 
two key themes of the G-8 Summit: Africa and climate change. 
The tree planting is timed to coincide with the start of world 
leaders’ deliberations on 7 July. 


British environmental charity TREE AID will be taking part 
in TREE8 with local organisation Regeneration Sahel at the 
village of Yantega in the north of Burkina Faso where a circle of 
eight baobab trees, one for each G8 country, will be planted. 
They will be ,oined by leading Burkinabe women, demonstrating 
the high level support for grass-roots initiatives that improve the 
environment and alleviate poverty in that country. 


Miranda Spitteler, chief executive of TREE AID said: "TREE8 
recognises and symbolizes the importance of the G-8 discus- 
sions with their focus on addressing poverty in Africa and climate 
change. (TREE AID, United Kingdom, July 5) 


{Previous issue Burkina Faso, page 1585] 


BURUNDI 


a. Ex-rebels pick leader for polls: Ex-rebels 
from Burundi’s Hutu majority chose their leader, 
Pierre Nkurunziza, as candidate for the month’s 
presidential vote, making him the most likely ruler 
after their parliamentary election victory. 


The former rebel Forces for the Defence of Democracy (FDD) 
took 58 per cent of votes in the July 4 election—double the tally 
of the Hutu party Frodebu of President Domitien Ndayizeye- and 
putting it on course to form the next government. The 
perliamentarians and a senate to be elected later by communal 
ccuncils dominated by the FDD will select the president not later 
than August 19. $ 


The winning candidate needs a two-thirds majority to take 
power in the Central African country, which suffered more than 
a decade of civil war between minority Tutsis and insurgents 
from the Hutu majority. 


At a special session held in the capital Bujumbura on July 
10, 424 out of 428 FDD delegates from around Burundi voted 
to support Nkurunziza, a former university lecturer. 


Nkurunziza told the delegates he was confident of becoming 
the next leader of the coffee- and tea producing country. (East 
African Standard, Nairobi, July 11) 

[Background Info. Burundi, page 1694:a] 

b. 180 Burundian refugees repatriated: The 
refugee crisis in Butare province could soon be over 
after 180 Burundian refugees voluntarily agreed to 
return home. 


They are part of the 400 refugees at Nyamure Camp of 
Butare Province. ‘While overseeing the exercise, the UNHCR 
Country Representative, Panos Moumizis, said, "We are happy 
to be assisting people who voluntarily chose to go back home 
and we believe they will find peace back home," adding that 
UNHCR offers basic necessities and helps the returnees to set 
up micro finance schemes through community based rehabilita- 
tion projects. 

On arrival, the returnees were received by the Burundian 
officer in charge of refugees, returnees and reintegration. Some 
of the remaining refugees have also applied to go back home 
and are in two categories; 200 wish to go back to their areas of 
residence, while another 200 refugees want to join camps for 
internally displaced persons. 

lidephonse Ndagijemana, the Burundi government repre- 
sentative and an administrator for one commune affected by the 
refugee crisis, said, "This is the tenth time we are coming to 
take them back home and all those who have gone back haven't 
met any problem. We believe that these will also be safe back 
home.” (New Times, Kigali, July 6) 

[Previous issue Burundi, page 


CAMEROON 


a. Ecitor jailed for investigating corruption: 
Reporters Without Boarders (RSF) has condemned 
the July 6 detention of Joseph Bessala Ahanda, 
editor-in-chief of the weekly Le Front, and accused 
the authorities of arresting him for investigating 
corruption. 

"We support the committee formed to press for Ahanda’s 
release and call on Prosecutor Abena Protais to free him at 
once," the organisation said. 

Police officers from Yaoundi’s Seventh District Police Station 
arrested Ahanda on the morning of July 6. He was brought before 
the prosecutor and transferred to Kodengui Prison. The journalist 
is being held pending a court appearance for which no date has 
been set. Ahanda has been placed under judicial investigation 
and, according to William Mandio of Le Front, who heads his 
support committee, he may spend several months in prison 
before appearing in court. 

Ahanda published three reports about the alleged embezzle- 
ment of 300 million CFA francs by Maurice Bayimi, head of the 
Cameroon postal services (Campost), and his associate Jean- 
Pierre Amougou Belinga, owner of the Anecdote Press Group. 
The reports led to Bayimi’s dismissal. (Reporters Sans 
Frontieres, Paris, July 8) : 
[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1682] 
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CAPE VERDE 


a. Cape Verde signs compact with Millennium 
Challenge Corporation: Cape Verde has been 
named the second African country after Malagasy 
to sign a compact with the U.S. Millennium Chal- 
lenge Corporation (MCC), the White House an- 
nounced, July 5. 


"The United States congratulates the Government of Cape 
Verde for its hard work with the Millennium Challenge Corpora- 
tion to develop the $110 million programme to improve 
transportation, agricultural productivity, and private sector devel- 
opment, and for its commitment to ruling justly, investing in its 
people, and promoting economic freedom," according to a White 
House statement. 


In a separate statement issued by the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, MCC Chief Executive Officer Paul Applegarth said 
"MCC is proud to be Cape Verde's partner, and we congratulate 
the people and government of Cape Verde for this remarkable 
achiavement. 


"Cape Verde earned this unique opportunity by qualifying for 
the Millennium Challenge Account, an opportunity that it has 
seized enthusiastically. 


it has demonstrated strong commitment to and ownership of 
the process. Cape Verdeans designed and developed this 
programme after a broad consultation with all segments of their 
society." (United States Department of State, Washington, DC, 
July 6) 
[Previous issue Cape Verde, page 1574] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. UN starts relocating 10,000 refugees: The 
United Nations refugee agency and its partners, July 
13, in southern Chad began the relocation of 10,000 
refugees from the neighbouring Central African 
Republic (CAR) who are threatened with being cut 
off from all aid during the rainy season. 


The refugees, who have been living in makeshift settlements 
around 17 villages in remote areas in southern Chad after fleeing 
unrest in northern CAR in June, are being moved to an existing 
. camp at Amboko, where UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) can more easily provide humanitarian assistance. 


Escorted by Chadian gendarmes for the five-hour drive, July 
13, through bandit-ridden areas, the first three trucks carrying 
97 refugees, mostly women and children, ploughed through 
rain-flooded areas to Amboko camp. 

“Yesterday (July 12), we were afraid the refugees would 
refuse to move, but this morning they were happy to go to 
Amboko, where living conditions are more acceptable," UNHCR 
logistics officer Colin Pryce said. 

On arrival they were provided with food rations like beans 
and sorghum, as well as relief items like mats and jerry cans. 
Amboko already hosts 13,000 refugees who fled CAR after a 
military coup in 2003, but it can accommodate up to 27,000 
people. 


The Chadian government has provided UNHCR with addi- 
tional land to build a temporary transit centre. (UN News 
Service, New York, July 13) 


’ b. Disarmament, reintegration extends to the 
northwest: Ex-combatants began voluntarily hand- 
ing over their weapons to UN and government 
Officials, July 8, in the Central African Republic’s 
northwestern district of Nana-Gribizi. 


The measure is part of a nationwide effort begun on June 
18 to disarm and reintegrate thousands of ex-combatants into 
civilian life. 

"If there's a gap between the disarmament and the start of 
reintegration, the ex-combatants will lose confidence and 
violence might return," Jonas Mfouatie, the UN Development 
Programme's (UNDP) chief technical adviser on reintegration of 
ex-combatants, said. 


The disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration (CDR) 
programme is being run by UNDP. The agency has contributed 
US $1.25 million mainly for the disarmament, while the World 
Bank is funding $9.77 million specifically for reintegration and 
community support. In the country’s capital, Bangui, 733 
ex-combatants have so far been demobilised including 314 
women, with 181 of them already reintegrated, Mfouatie 
said. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bangui July 8) 

[Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1705] 


CONGO 


a. HIV-positive people marry— make history: 
For the first time in the history of Congo, two 
persons who admit openly that they are living with 
HIV-AIDS have married. 


They tied the knot at a sumptuous ceremony for 
celebrating their union and fighting prejudice 
against the disease. 


To a hearty round of applause, Valerie Mouellet, wearing a 
wedding dress, and Thierry Maba, exchanged rings and a kiss 
at the Brazzaville town hall, July 2. 


Now the couple want to have children to show people living 
with the virus that HiV-positive people can give birth to healthy 
babies. 


Mouellet, who is president of the Association of Young 
HIV-Positive People Against AIDS (APJC), and Maba, who is a 
member of the group, both tested HIV positive more than a 
decade ago. "We love each other and want to show through this 
act that we can brave the jibes and the prejudice," said Mouellet 
after the wedding. 


She discovered she was HIV-positive in 1993 when she 
voluntarily took a test, while Maba tested positive on returning 
from a trip abroad in 1991. "At the time I just wanted to stop 
living," said Maba. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Brazzaville, July 5) 


[Previous issue Congo, page 1682} 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. FDRL burns 40 villagers: Reports from 
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo indicate that 
the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda 
(FDRL) led by Ignace Murwanashyaka killed about 
40 villagers in two separate villages in South Kivu 
province. ; 


BBC reports that about 50 MONUC peacekeepers who went 
to Mamba village to verify the claims discovered two villages 
burnt to the ground and two mass graves. 


The UN Mission further said that about fifty more people, 
mostly women and children were wounded. Congolese officials 
in Bukavu and civilians blamed FDLR for the attack aimed to 
dissuade the public from supporting the UN disarmament force. 

Efforts by The New Times to talk to the UN spokesperson 
in the eastern Congolese town of Bukavu, Sylvie van den 
Wiidenberg, were fruitless, July 12, as her phone was 
persistently on voice mail. But she had earlier told Contact FM 
on phone from Bukavu that the assailants were, without 
mentioning FDLR, 'ill-intentioned people’. But agencies reported 
that MONUC sent fifty peacekeepers to Mamba village, about 
40 km west of Bukavu in the park of Kahozi Biega, to verify the 
reports and blamed the attack on Rwandan Hutu militias. The 
peacekeepers reportedly discovered a village burnt to the ground 
and two mass graves. (New Times, Kigali, July 13) 

UN Security Council condemns massacre: The United 
Nations Security. Council, July 13, condemned "with the utmost 
firmness" the weekend massacre of dozens of people in the 
Scuth Kivu region and called on the UN mission to investigate 
the tragedy and report back as quickly as possible. 


The Council also called on the authorities “to prosecute and 
bring to justice expeditiously the perpetrators and those respon- 
sikle for the crimes" in Ntulu-Mamba and requested the UN 
Organization Mission in the DR (MONUC) to give the Govern- 
ment the necessary support. 


It stressed the need to end attacks by armed groups on the 
local population, especially in the eastern Kivu and Ituri districts, 
"which not only cause further suffering to civilians but also 
threaten the stability of the entire region, as well as the holding 
of elections in the Democratic Republic of the Congo." 


The Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), 
which gave a commitment in Rome to end the armed conflict 
and repatriate its combatants, should abide by that commitment, 
it said. (UN News Service, New York, July 13) 

[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1682:a] 

b. Rampaging soldiers kill 9 civilians: Nine 
people were killed, July 3, when about 100 soldiers 
went on the rampage to avenge the death of a 
ccemrade in Mbandaka, the largest town in the 
northwest of the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DR), a UN spokesman said. 

"The Congolese Red Cross Society recorded nine dead," 
said Kemal Saiki, the official spokesman of the UN peacekeeping 
force in Congo, known as MONUC. 
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The killings took place after the soldiers broke into the 
armoury of their camp at Bokala, four kilometres from the centre 
of Mbandaka, to avenge the death of a comrade, who had been 
murdered by unidentified assailants, Yves Mobando Yogo, the 
Governor of Equateur province said. 


"They came out of their camps and set up road blocks at 
the entrance to the town where they began looting people," he 
added. 


Speaking after visiting the main hospital in Mbandaka, the 
Governor said just one person had died in the shooting, an 
elderly woman who had been hit by a stray bullet. Twelve people 
had been wounded by stray bullets he added. 


The Red Cross, quoted by MONUC as reporting nine deaths 
in Mbandaka, said it had submitted its own casualty figures to 
the Ministry of the Interior. 


Mobando said calm had returned to Mbandaka, 600 km 
upstream on the Congo river from the capital Kinshasa, following 
the establishment of mixed army and police patrols in the town. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, 
July 4) 


c. Media regulator lifts suspension order on 
RAGA TV: RAGA TV, a station belonging to the 
Kinshasa-based, privately-owned RAGA media 
group, began broadcasting again on July 11 follow- 
ing a 10 day-suspension. 


The order had been handed down by the national media 
regulator (Haute Autoriti des Midias, HAM). RAGA Plus station 
was also authorised to resume broadcasting at the same time. 


Shortly before the suspension order was lifted, HAM 
President Modeste Mutinga paid a personal visit to the RAGA 
Group headquarters to deliver a message to RAGA employees, 
asking them to respect professional and ethical codes of conduct 
in their work. A RAGA TV manager said no other condition had 
been imposed for the lifting of the suspension order. (Journaliste 
En Danger, Kinshasa, July 13) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1706] 


EGYPT 


a. Egyptian envoy to Iraq killed, says Al- 
Qaeda: Al-Qaeda in Iraq, July 7, killed the kid- 
napped Egyptian envoy after releasing a video of 
him wearing a blindfold. 


An internet posting showed Ihab Al-Sherif, 51, identifying 
himself as the head of Egypt's diplomatic mission in Baghdad 
and confirming that he previously worked at Egypt's embassy in 
Israel. There was no footage of his killing but the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry confirmed the death of its ambassador desig- 
nate, Italy's Ansa news agency reported. A statement accom- 
panying the video said: “We announce in the name of Al-Qaeda 
in iraq that the verdict of God against the ambassador of the 
infidels, the ambassador of Egypt, has been carried out". The 
statement said Sherif, due to be promoted to ambassador, has 
confessed to Cairo’s "infidel nature". 
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"Our sheik Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi is determined to stand up 
to traitors and crusaders and all those who stand with them, and 
we vow to all the dictatorial nations that Iraq is not safe for 
infidels because God has empowered the mujahideen”, it said. 
(Guardian, London/Hindu, New Delhi, July 9) 


b. Call to protect women journalists: Report- 
ers Without Borders expressed outrage, July 16, at 
what it called "an unacceptable campaign of intimi- 
dation and denigration" against more than a dozen 
women journalists physically attacked by police and 
called on the authorities to give them official 
protection. 


The journalists (12 Egyptians and three foreigners) were 
among a large number of women physically attacked during 
demonstrations on May 25, the day of a constitutional referen- 
dum, by police and members of the ruling National Democratic 
Party (NDP). ` 


"They are being threatened by government officials and 
attacked by the state-owned media because they dare to 
demonstrate," the worldwide press freedom organisation said. 
"They are targeted because they are both journalists and women 
in a country where their rights are far from guaranteed. 


"We call on President Hosni Mubarak to end this harassment 
and see that those responsible for this violence are punished. 
We also demand that prosecutor-general Maher Abdel Wahed, 
who has promised to punish them, provides security for the 
victims.” (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, June 16) : 
[Previous issue Egypt, page 1706] 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


a. Plane with 55 abroad crashes:—-A Russian- 
made passenger plane that disappeared from radar 
shortly after takeoff in Equatorial Guinea had 
crashed with an estimated 55 persons aboard, but 
the passengers’ fate was unclear, officials said. 


Military helicopters flew over the wreckage of the Antonov 
32 deep in the forest 30 km south of the capital, Malabo, from 
where the plane took off mid-morning on July 16, heading to the 
southern city of Bata, Transport Minister Bametreo Elo Mbong 
said. (Hindu, New Delhi, July 18) 


GAMBIA 


a. Gambia, three ASEAN states sign coopera- 
tion agreement: President Yahya Jammeh has said 
the significance of his 12-day visit to South-east 
Asia recently was that three strategic technical 
co-operation agreements were signed with Philip- 
pines, Thailand and Indonesia. 

Speaking to reporters at Banjul international airport, July 1, 
when he returned to the country, the Gambian leader described 
ʻ the cooperation agreements as comprehensive and covering 
areas such as human resource development, agriculture, 
industry, petrol chemical engineering, science and technology, 
oil and gas exploration, energy sector, trade and diplomacy. 
President Jammeh spoke of the need to establish direct trade 


between The Gambia and that part of the world, noting that this 
would be in our best mutual interest. He recalled the recent 
African-Asian summit held in Indonesia to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the Bandung summit, and the necessity to 
move away from mere rhetoric and ideological slogans to actual 
implementation. 

He noted that, except for particular countries, not much has 
happened over the period between African and Asian countries, 
in terms of trade and economic activity. “I think it is our 
responsibility to make sure that we start the engine of economic 
activity; and that is why we were there; we were there to build 
bridges". According to President Jammeh, the three countries 
he visited "have played a very important role in our socio-eco- 
nomic development." (Gambia Daily News, Banjul, July 6) 

b. CPA launches HIV/AIDS booklet: Child 
Protection Alliance (CPA) recently launched a 
booklet that contains a compilation of children’s 
Opinions on HIV/AIDS at Kairaba Beach Hotel. 


In collaboration with National AIDS Secretariat (NAS), CPA 
in October 2004 organized a national competition on art writing 
for both in and out of school children on HIV/AIDS. 

In her opening remarks, CPA chairperson Ms. Mama Fatima 
Singhateh said that because of the devastating repercussions 
of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, children’s social safety network is 
being damaged. As a result, she added, children have become 
vulnerable to abuse, violence, exploitation and discrimination. 
"This pandemic has unleashed itself on our children. 

And it was in recognition of the potentials of children as agent 
of change and active social actors that CPA with funding from 
NAS initiated this writing art competition on HIV/AIDS", Ms 
Singhateh said. 

Ms Singhateh described the booklet as a celebration of the 
talents of some of the finest young minds in our country. "It is 
also a pointer to the fact that children are aware of some of the 
methods of preventing HIV/AIDS and its devastating effects on 
their lives, families and communities", she said. 

The director of NAS, Saikou Ceesay, called on Gambians to 
be more vigilant about reducing the high rate of HIV/AIDs 
prevalence in the country. (Independent, Banjul, July 11) 
[Previous issue Gambia, page 1659] 


GUINEA 


a. Troops kill Ivorian rebel in border clash: 
Guinean troops have shot dead at least one rebel 
fighter from Ivory Coast in a border clash, the 
second such inicident to be reported in 2005, a 
military source said, July 14. 

The latest incident took place, July 12, in the Guinean border 
village of Noumoundjila, which is connected by road to the town 
of Odienne in the rebel-controlled northwest of Ivory Coast, the 
source said. 


This was the second border clash between Guinean forces 
and rebels occupying the north of Ivory Coast. in April, cne 
Ivorian rebel was killed and 17 others were captured by Guinean 
forces following an exchange of gunfire in the same area. The 
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New Forces rebel movement in Ivory Coast said at the time that 
the incident involved "uncontrolled elements" who were probably 
deserters. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Conakry, July 14) : 
[Previous issue Guinea, page 1684] 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Kumba Yala to back Nino Vieira in second 
round of presidential election: Kumba Yala, the 
third-placed candidate in Guinea-Bissau’s presiden- 
tial election, has thrown his support behind former 
military ruler Joao Bernardo "Nino" Vieira in the 
second round run-off on July 24. 


His decision to support Vieira will make it more difficult for 
Malam Bacai Sanha, the frontrunner in the first round of the 
election, with 35 per cent of the vote, to maintain his lead. 


Yala, who won 25 per cent of the vote in the first round on 
June 19, announced his support for Vieira, who achieved 29 per 
cent. 


"Joao Bernardo Vieira is a symbol of the construction of the 
Guinean state and of national unity because he proclaimed our 
independence in the hills of Boe," Yala said, referring to Vieira’s 
role as a guerrilla commander in the fight against Portuguese 
colonial rule in the 1960s and early 1970s. 


"Of the two candidates, he is the one who can be relied 
upon to defend our national independence, to oppose neo-colo- 
nialism, to build the republic and promote peace, stability and 
above all, national reconciliation,” Yala said. 


First round front-runner Bacai Sanha is the official candidate 
of the ruling African Party for the Independence of Guinea Bissau 
and Cape Verde (PAIGC). (UN Integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Bissau, July 4) 


[Previous issue Guina Bissau, page 1707] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Disarmament talks begin as UN warns of 
sanctions: The two sides in Ivory Coast's three- 
year-old civil war made a fresh bid to set a timetable 
for disarmament, July 7, as the UN Security Council 
threatened sanctions in the event of further delays. 


Rebel and army chiefs came together in the country’s official 
capital for two days of talks to finalise the details of a 
disarmament timeline agreed by the country’s main political 
leaders at a peace summit in Pretoria, South Africa, on June 
29. 

The Pretoria agreement biokered by African Union mediator 
and South African President Thabo Mbeki demands that the 
42,000-strong rebel army start handing in its weapons to UN 
peacekeepers at special cantonment sites by the end of July. 

It also insists that pro-government militias operating in the 
loyalist south begin disarming immediately and complete the 
process by August 20 . 

Disarmament must be completed before the world's top 
cocoa producer can reunify and hold presidential elections. The 


polls are planned for October 30, but diplomats have been 
warning for months that it will be difficult to organise credible 
elections in such a short timeframe. 


The civil war erupted in September 2002 and although a 
peace deal was agreed in principle four months later, interna- 
tional efforts to shepherd the divided West African nation towards 
peace have snagged repeatedly on the issue of disarmament. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Yamoussoukro, 
July 7) 

[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1708] 


KENYA 


a. 92 killed, troops fly into massacre zone: 
Violence continued in Marsabit, July 14, with three 
more people killed in spite of a major security 
clampdown. 

The death toll rose to 92 as 2,000 soldiers, troops from the 
crack General Service Unit, and police officers were flown to the 
killing fields from Nairobi and neighbouring districts. They were 
sent to track down 1,000 raiders who plunged the area into 
chaos on June 12, massacring children at Turbi primary school, 
burning homes and wiping out entire families. 

Five pupils from the primary school were still missing and 
the headmaster said he feared they had been kidnapped by the 
militias. 

As the killings continued, one person was murdered at Sololo 
and the other two at Rawana, a few kilometres from the town. 


Five hundred raiders surrounded a school at dawn, massa- 
cring the children as teachers begged for their pupils’ lives. Three 
teachers - two men and a woman - also died as the bandits, 
dressed in jungle green camouflage, opened fire on anyone in 
sight. They then chased the survivors into their manyattas 
(villages) and cut them down with machetes, knives and spears. 


The raiders, armed with AK-47 rifles, sub-machine guns and 
hand grenades, struck at Turbi, about 130 kilometres from 
Marsabit Town. They left a trail of destruction at the trading 
centre, Turbi primary school and in the nearby manyattas which 
they burned to the ground. 

Of the 92 killed at least 21 were children and 12 were raiders. 
(Nation, Nairobi, July 13) 

Catholic bishop shot dead: The Catholic bishop for Isiolo 
in northern Kenya has been shot dead. 

Bishop Luigi Locati was 77. 

Armed raiders shot him at his residence in tsiolo, 250 km 
north of Kenya’s capital Nairobi, July 14. He was rushed to the 
nearby tsiolo District Hospital, but died 90 minutes later. 

Bishop Locati was an Italian fidei donum cleric from the 
Archdiocese of Vercelli. Bishop Locati came to Kenya in 1962, 
to the then Meru Diocese. He was appointed to Isiolo Parish in 
4963, where he served until his Episcopal appointment in 1995, 
to head the new Diocese of Isiolo, created from that of Meru. 


His residence and the Isiolo cathedral are situated within a 


rich complex of diverse institutions and projects which he- 


established during his service in !siolo spanning more than 35 
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years. At 7:45 pm, bishop was walking from the Pastoral Centre 
to his house, accompanied by a watchman when he was shot. 
(Catholic Information Service for Africa, Nairobi, July 15) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1708] 


LESOTHO 


a. Court of appeal upholds gender quotas: A 
landmark ruling in the Lesotho Court of Appeal has 
dismissed an appeal to declare as unconstitutional 
the reservation of one third of the country’s local 
government seats for women. 


An aspirant male ward councilor Molefi Telepe lodged the 
complaint with the Lesotho Independent Electoral Commission. 
He argued that the reservation violated his constitutional right to 
contest the elections in a constituency of his choice and 
requested that certain provisions of the country’s Local Govern- 
ment Elections Act be struck down as unconstitutional. 


The respondents relied on the Constitution that gives the 
government the authority to take positive steps to redress existing 
inequality. 


The Constitution states that the state shall take appropriate 
measures in order to promote equality of opportunity for the 
disadvantaged groups in society to enable them to participate 
fully in all spheres of public life. 


The Court ruled that the amendment to the contested act ||. 


that provided for a temporary and rotating quota of electoral 
divisions reserved for women was indeed "reasonably justifiable" 
in Lesotho's circumstances. (Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg, 
July 8) 


[Previous issue Lesotho, page 1696] 


MALAGASY 


a. World Bank releases $239 million for 
development projects: The World Bank Board has 
approved US $239 million in soft loans to help 
Malagasy reach its development goals, fight 
HIV/AIDS and stimulate economic growth. 


Jocelyn Rafidinarivo, the World Bank spokesman said the 
Bank was happy with the country’s progress since the political 
crisis in 2002. 


“So far, we are pleased with the progress and we will try to 
put into Malagasy minds also the importance of transparency 
and good governance," Rafidinarivo commented. 


The country’s economic performance since 2002, when it 
recorded negative economic growth of -12 per cent, has "been 
good, so far", 


"In 2003 growth was 9.4 per cent, in 2004 it was 6.3 percent, 
and we expect something around 6 per cent this year," 
Rafidinarivo said. 


The Bank's approval, July 12, of a total of $239 million to 
support three projects was evidence of its commitment to 
assisting the country, he noted. 


The largest disbursement of $129.8 million was released 
for the Integrated Growth programme, which aims to foster 
broad-based economic growth in three export-processing zones. 


Tourism, manufacturing, agribusiness and mining will benefit 
from the rehabilitation and construction of critical infrastructure 
essential for sustained economic activity in these sectors. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, 
July .13) 

[Previous issue Malagasy 1612] 


MALI 


a. Timbuktu removed from endangered List: 
The 29th World Heritage Committee (WHC) has 
removed the Malian city Timbuktu from the list of 
world heritage sites in danger, thanks to improve- 
ments in its protection. 


The city which was the centre of African intellectual prowess 
in the 15th-16th centuries was removed from the endangered 
list during the committee’s meeting in Durban, July 13, due to 
Mali's initiatives to preserve its rich history. 


Inscribed in 1998 as a World Heritage Site for its cultural 
and historical significance, Timbuktu is the site of the Djingery- 
Ber (1326) and Sankori mosques, the latter was a site of African 
intellectual endeavour in the centuries. 


These sites of learning produced the historic Mali manu- 
scripts: that document traditional medicine, optics, astrcnomy, 
mathematics, law judgments and commercial transactions. 
among others, during the 13th to 19th centuries. 


The site is also home to the Ahmed-Baba Institute tasked 
with collating manuscripts from the area since 1967, following a 
United Nations conference there. The institute currently boasts 
some 20,000 manuscripts in its collection. The manuscripts - 
written in Arabic script (although there are some that are written 
in local.indigenous languages) are grand in their splendour that 
some have gold leafs on the side. 


It's the same technology applied in Christian Monasteries of 
Europe where copies of the Bible were decorated in gold. 
(BuaNews, Tshwane, July 14) 


[Previous issue Mali, page 1709] 


MAURITIUS 


a. Govt focus on sugar, jobs, says Ramgoo- 
lam: The new Prime Minister of Mauritius Navin 
Ramgoolam, July 5, promised to bolster the coun- 
try’s ailing sugar and textile industries after his 
victory in the polls. 

"The population has voted for change," Ramgoolam said in 
a nationally telvevised address. "The change will respect the 
rules, the institutions, our political adversaries and above all the 
unity of the country". 


He said the "main jobs awaiting the new Government concern 
sugar, job creation and textiles,” all of which had been major 
elements in the campaign for elections, July 4, which pitched 
his Opposition alliance and that of former Prime Minister Paul 
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Berenger. The speech was aired shortly after Mauritian President 
Anerood Jugnauth named Ramgoolam, the chief of he Labour 
Party, the country’s new head of Government after Berenger 
resigned following defeat at the election. 


Ramgoolam had criticised Berenger’s Government for failing 
to prepare the island for global market developments in textile 
and sugar, such as the end of global textile quotas in January 
and a decision by the European Union to slash sugar prices. 


Berenger, who held on to his seat in Parliament despite the 
loss of his Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) and Militant 
Socialist Movement (MSM) coalition to Ramoogam’s Social 
Alliance, immediatley took over as chief of the Opposition. 


Ramgoolam pledged that his Government wou'd work 
closely on all big issues with the Opposition and placed great 
importance on developing and advanced information technology 
strategy for the indian Ocean island. 


Ramgoolam, 58, re-occupies the Premier's seat he lost to 
Berenger in the 2000 elections. 


The shift of power in Mauritius has been a continuous musical 
chair between alliances of convenience and close families, on 
an island where around two-thirds of the population are Hindus 
and the prime political stakes are between socialst and 
tight-wingers. 

According to early returns announced by the National 
Election Board, the Social Alliance won 38 of the 62 constituen- 
cies that were up for grabs. Berenger's coalition, by contrast, 
won just 22 seats. 


Eight seats in the 70-member National Assembly will be 
nominated by the Electoral Board under the so-called "best 
losers" system, which rewards high placed also-rans. (Hindu, 
New Delhi, July 6) 


[Prev.ous issue Mauritius, page 1237] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Mozambque, USAID sign $29 million ac- 
cord: The Mozambican government and the United 
States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) have signed four agreements under which 
the latter is to grant $29.2 million for programmes 
in rural incomes, health, governance and trade and 
investment. 


According to a US embassy press release, the agreements 
were signed by Foreign Minister Alcinda Abreu and the director 
cf the USAID Maputo office, Jay Knott. 


$11.1 million is to be spent on the rural incomes programme, 
. whick involves increasing agricultural production and the sale of 
surplus crops by small producers, expanding rural companies, 
and improving transport infrastructure. In health care, $10.9 
milion will fund child survival and reproductive health services. 


For the trade and investment programme, $3.7 million has 
been earmarked to fund “the expansion of export markets, 
improvement of an environment favourable to exports, strength- 
ening the capacity of labour-intensive export industries, and 
develdping tourism". 
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A final $1.8 million will support municipal governance, and 
the fight against corruption. Five municipalities - Vilanculos, 
Chimoio, Gurue, Monapo and Nacala - have been singled out 
for support. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 
July 5) 

[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1709] 


NIGER 


a. Disputed Islands awarded to Niger, not 
Benin: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) gave 
its ruling in a border row between Benin and Niger, 
July 12, awarding the majority of 25 disputed islands 
in the Niger River to Niger, including the largest 
one, which was at the heart of the dispute. 

Niger was awarded 16 of the disputed islands along a 150 
km stretch of the river where it forms the border between the 
two countries, including 60 square km Lete, the largest island, 
which had been the cause of sporadic border clashes. 


The government in Niamey already receives taxes from the 
handful of people who live on Lete island. Most of them are 
livestock herders. 


Benin and Niger, which are two of the world’s poorest 
countries, have both claimed ownership of the 25 islands since 
they won independence from France in 1960. The West African 
nations headed to the UN court at The Hague in 2002, promising 
to abide by its decision. 


The panel of five judges which examined the case said in a 
four-to-one majority ruling that it had allocated 16 of the disputed 
islands to Niger, with the other nine to Benin. It also delineated 
the boundaries between the two countries in the River Niger and 
the River Mekrou. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Dakar, July 12) 

[Previous issue Niger, page 1710} 


RWANDA 


a. 671 genocide victims buried with honour: 
Residents of Bicumbi district have arranged a 
decent burial for 671 genocide victims, bringing the 
number to 8,871 victims buried so far. 


Presiding over the function, the Mayor of Bicumbi district, 
Patrick Nkunzumwami, said that the massacres damaged the 
social fabric and left the area devastated. It is estimated that 
over 17,000 people were killed in Bichumbi during the 1994 
mayhem. 


One of the genocide survivors, Eve Kalemera, gave testi- 
mony on how the murderers used cruel methods like driving cars 
on top of the dead bodies, and he also praised the then Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF), that halted the killings. 


The RDF Commander for Kigali Ngali, Lt. Col. Eugene 
Nkubito, chided the at residents for the low turnout for the burial 
ceremony, challenged them to tell the truth about the killings. 
Residents were also urged to honour survivors and victims of 
the 1994 genocide, and support the Gacaca courts as a way of 
reconciling people, on top of settling the many genocide-related 
cases. Leaders were also told to sensitise the masses on Gacaca 
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and to penalise residents still spreading the genocide ideology 
to create divisionism among the people. (New Times, Kigali, 
July 15) 

[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1710] 


_ SIERRA LEONE 


a. Sierra Leone gets $400 million package 
from US: Sierra Leone has got $400 million from 
the US Government's Africa Education Initiative. 

The US Embassy in the capital Freetown said the funding 
will be used for training teachers and administrators, awarding 
scholarships, providing and distributing 10 million textbooks and 
related learning materials and to build schools and open 
opportunities. 


The illiteracy rate in the coastal west African country in 
pre-war years was 80% but has been reduced in post-war era 
to 65%. 


The US supported international efforts that helped end the 
coastal West African country's almost eleven-year war. The US 
is the largest contributor to the Special Court for war Crimes in 
Sierra Leone and has taken the lead in addressing the threat 
posed by indiscriminate alluvial diamond mining in the country. 
Diamonds were the main source of funds of the revolutionary 
United Front rebel movement that committed lots of atrocities 
and were suspected to have dealt with Al-qaeda agents in their 
dealings with diamonds 

Currently, the US Defence Attache in Freetown offers training 
assistance as well as funds for the Republic of Sierra Leone 
Armed Forces. Three US military personnel are attached to the 
British-led International Military Advisory Training Team, that 
offers military training and guidance to the Republic of Sierra 
Leone Armed Forces. (Independent, Freetown, July 15) 
[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1699] 


SOMALIA 


a. Gunmen hijack tsunami aid ship: Somali 
gunmen have hijacked a ship carrying 850 tonnes 
of World Food Programme (WFP) rice for tsunami 
survivors and are demanding $500,000 to free the 
10 crew, the ship’s owner said, July 7. 

The MV Semlow was captured between Haradhere and 
Hobyo, some 300 km northeast of the Somali capital Mogadishu, 
while en route to the port of Bossaso. 

“The hijackers are asking for $500,000 but we've told them 
we're just a small boat with relief cargo to feed your Somali 
people," said Inayet Kudrati, director of the Kenya-based Mokatu 
Shipping Agency which leased the ship to the WFP. He said the 
hijackers had told him the crew—a Sri Lanka captain, Tanzanian 
engineer and eight Kenyans—were safe. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
July 8) 

WFP demands release of hijacked ship: The UN World 
Food Programme (WFP) demanded, July 12, that the pirates 
who commandeered a commercial vessel chartered to transport 
food aid to 28,000 tsunami survivors in Somalia release the ship, 
its cargo and crew within 48 hours. 


Should they fail to release the vessel within this period, WFP 
would cease all its operations around southern Mudug, where 
34,000 people depend on food aid, Robert Hauser, WFP's 
country director for Somalia, said. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi, July 13) 

[Previous issue Somalia, page 1711] 


SUDAN 


a. Govt, Darfur rebels sign peace accord in 
Abuja: The Government of Sudan and two rebel 
groups based in the Darfur region signed a 
“declaration of principles” at the end of the fifth 
round of peace talks in Abuja, July 5, signifying 
progress in the negotiations. 

The three-page document signed by representatives of the 
Sudanese Government, the Sudan Liberation Army and the 
Justice and Equality Movement, provides for the following: 


- Respect for the unity of Sudan, 

- Democracy and justice, 

- Equality for all, regardless of ethnicity, religion and gender, 

- Effective devolution of powers to regional authorities, and 

- The participation of Darfur's people at all levels of 
government. 

The African Union’s special envoy for Darfur, Dr. Salim 
Ahmed Salim, said the adoption of the Declaration of Principles, 
by the negotiators is a demonstration of their determination not 
to let down the people of Darfur and the international community. 


The talks will resume on August 24 for more deliberations 
on power sharing and resource allocation. (Nigeria First, Abuja, 
July 6) . 

Annan welcomes initial agreement: United Nations Sec- 
retary-General Kofi Annan welcomed, July 6, the signing of a 
preliminary agreement between the Sudanese Government and 
rebel factions aimed at ending the two-year-old civil war, which 
has killed at least 180,000 people and displaced nearly 2 million 
others in the country’s Darfur region. 


In a statement issued by his spokesman in New York, Annan 
welcomed the signing by the Government of Sudan, the Justice 
and Equality Movement and the Sudan Liberation Movement - 
in Abuja, Nigeria, of a Declaration of Principles for the Resolution 
of the Conflict in Darfur. (UN News Service, New York, July 6) 


US hails Sudan’s interim constitution, National Unity 
Government: The United States has congratulated Sudan on 
its inauguration of a new Government of National Unity (GONU) 
and its implementation of an interim constitution, according to a 
July 10 statement released by the Department of State. 


According to the statement, Deputy Secretary of State Robert 
Zoellick who represented the United States at the inauguration 
described the event as “an important step towards peace and 
reconciliation” but made clear that “it is equally important fer the 
new GONU to address the tragedy in Darfur." 


The statement praises the efforts of President Umar Hassan 
Ahmad a-Bashir for his role in the peace process; congratulates 
the two new vice presidents, John Garang and Ali Osman: and 
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asserts the U.S. commitment to the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement that énded 21 years of civil war between North and 
South Sudan. (United States Department of State, Washington, 
DC, July 10) 

Government announces end of censorship: RSF has 
hailed President Omar Hassan Al Bashir's July 10 announcement 
of the lifting of the state of emergency, but called for this to be 
fcllowed quickly by real and significant press freedom. 


"The repeal of the emergency laws in force since the 1989 
coup must not be contradicted by government intolerance 
towards the independent news media," the organisation said, 
calling on the authorities to respect the commitments they have 
made. 


A new constitution signed on July 9 by Al Bashir and the 
new vice-president, John Garang, the head of the southern 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), is less restrictive 
than the previous one and does not subordinate press freedom 
to the imperatives of public order, security or morals. 


The National Security Organ also confirmed the lifting of 
censorship on July 10, saying the news media "must play their 
national role without there being any need to restrict them.” The 
next day, the A/ Ayam and Juba Post newspapers had 
enthusiastic front pages predicting a new era for the Sudanese 
press. But many journalists are sceptical. The English-language 
Khartoum Monitor, an independent newspaper that was widely 
read in the former rebel south until banned by a high court judge 
on June 12, has still not been able to reopen. (Reporters Sans 
Frontieres, Paris, July 15) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1711] 


TANZANIA 


a. 300 Tanzanian drug traffickers held in 
foreign countries: Some 300 Tanzanians are 
languishing in various jails worldwide for drug 
trafficking as. the country appears unable to stem 
drug-related offences. 


Over the past two years, at least 60 Tanzanians were arrested 
in foreign countries, including neighbouring Kenya and Uganda, 
for handling narcotic substances, with marijuana topping the list 
of most peddled drugs. Tanzania is the second largest marijuana 
producer in Africa after South Africa. 


National Commission for Control of Illicit Drugs and Narcotics 
head Christopher Shekiondo said efforts to clamp down on the 


production, trafficking and consumption of marijuana had failed | 


to contain the outlawed trade. 


Shekiondo's frustration is echoed in a recent UN report 
showing that two per cent of all confiscated marijuana in the 
werid in 2002 was found in Tanzania. The country ranked fourth 
werldwide. 

In 2004, over 281.5 hectares of cannabis was destroyed in 
the fields, while between 1997 and 2004, over two million 
kilogrammes of bhang were confiscated and 37,264 suspected 
peddlers arrested. (East African, Nairobi, July 11) 

[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1712] 
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TOGO 

a. People still fleeing in fear of persecution: 
Frightened citizens are continuing to stream into the 
offices of the Togo Human Rights League (LTDH) 
to complain of political persecution, despite govern- 
ment assurances that it is now safe for people who 
fled the country in recent weeks to return home, a 
leader of the rights group said. 


"The human rights situation in Togo is catastrophic," Togoata 
Apedo-Amah, LTDH secretary-general, said in an interview on 
July 14. "Togo has descended into barbarity.” 


Almost three months after a disputed presidential election 
degenerated into violence, sending 38,000 refugees fleeing into 
Benin and Ghana, government opponents still live in fear of 
arrest and persecution, Apedo-Ameh said. 


Sitting at a desk piled high with complaints of rights abuse 
filed in June and July, Apedo-Amah said "only this week a young 
man from Kpalime said his father had been abducted by 
un-identified individuals." 


Other complaints include rape, notably against a 92-year-old 
woman whose oldest child is 71. Apedo-Amaha highlighted 
another case where 13 young girls from the town of Kpalime, 
150 km north of Lome near the Ghana border, had been detained 
and raped for three days by a group of men wearing military 
gear. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Lome, 
July 15) 

[Previous issue Togo, page 1689] 


TUNISIA 


a. RSF slams Tunisia’s human rights record: 
Censorship in Tunisia is alive and well and all claims 
that the government respects press freedom are 
false, says a report, July 14. 


Don't believe the "positive news" Tunisia is spreading in the 
international media about its human rights record as it prepares 
to host the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in 
November 2005, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), said. 


Censorship in the country is alive and well, and claims by 
President Ben Ali that his government respects press freedom 
are "nothing but a subterfuge." 


A new report highly critical of Ben Ali and his government's 
treatment of human rights defenders, independent journalists 
and others who criticise authorities has been released. 


The report details the findings of a June 2-6 fact-finding visit 
to Tunisia, where RSF met journalists, human rights defenders 
and trade union leaders. “Information pluralism does not exist," 
says RSF. 


"The so-called liberalization of the audiovisual media is a 
falsehood, and administrative censorship is still used to prevent 
the creation of independent media outlets." (International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
July 14) 

[Previous issue Tunisia, page 1665] 
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UGANDA 


a. Referendum petition dismissed: The Con- 
stitutional Court has dismissed a petition by six main 
opposition parties (G6) to block the July 28 
referendum, with a warning to their lawyers against 
abusive language. 


A five judge bench declared, July 14, that the referendurn 
was a constitutional means to enable Ugandans determine their 
political destiny. “The petition is dismissed. It fails substantially. 
We have come to one decision. By majority, it fails and by 
minority, it partially succeeds," Deputy Chief Justice Laetitia 
Mukasa Kikonyogo announced. Justice Christine Kitumba read 
out the lead judgment representing her opinion and that of 
justices Stephen Kavuma and Kikonyogo. 


"To us, the referendum gives Ugandans a chance to choose 
or change or decide the political system of their choice. “We are 
concerned about the lack of appropriate language especially in 
court. Using expressions like legal fiction or political fraud to 
describe the Movement was uncalled for," Kitumba said. 


But two judges, Justice Amos Twinomujuni and Alice 
Mpagi-Bahigeine, dissented and criticised the Movement Act, 
saying it contravenes the Constitution. Twinomujuni said to get 
rid of a one-party state, Ugandans should participate in the 
referendum while Mpagi-Bahigeine argued that the referendum 
was unnecessary under Article 74. (New Vision, Kampala, 
July 15) TA Ries 

b. Plane crashes in Lagos: A Ugandan 
registered Lockheed Tristar plane crashed, July 13, 
while landing at Lagos Airport in Nigeria. 


According to Uganda’s High Commissioner to Nigeria, Ms 
Joan Rwabyomere, the plane, registration number 5X-AAL, was 
flying in from Dubai. “It overshot the runway and crashed," she 
said by telephone from her Abuja Offic, July 13. "But there was 
no death reported and the aircraft was not so badly damaged." 
The main runway at Lagos Airport is said to be undergoing major 
repairs and so much of the traffic is directed to use the shorter 
one. Rwabyomere, however said the incident was due to poor 
weather. "It has been raining a lot here, there was a big 
downpour, July 13, and the skies were very hazy," she said. ~ 
"Actually there was a Kenya Airways flight that was delayed due 
to the weather." Rwabyomere asserted that the plane belongs 
to Dairo Air Services, a Ugandan Cargo handling company. "It's 
the only Dairo Air Services plane that operates here," she said. 


But this was vehemently denied by Management of Dairo Air 
services. "What you have heard is total rubbish," charged lan 
Walker, the Managing Director of Dairo Air Services. "This plane 
had nothing to do with Dairo Air Services,” he said by telephone. 
(Monitor, Kampala, July 14) 


c. 9 LRA rebels killed: The army has said nine 
rebels, including one Capt. Okwir, who commanded 
an ambush on a civilian pick-up truck in Kitgum 
district, have been killed. 


The northeastern regional army spokesman, Capt. Paddy 
Ankunda, said their troops, July 12, caught up the rebels that 
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ambushed the civilian vehicle at Paluga-Lajeng in Lamwo county, 
Kitgum district, killing eight of them. He said Okwir was killed 
during a battle along River Unyama in Gulu district. (New Vision, 
Kampala, July 13) 

d. Ugandan woman killed in London bomb- 
ing: A Ugandan woman is among the 52 people 
killed when four blasts ripped through the heart of 
London during the rush hour on July 7.. 


News of Betty Nkalubo's death started trickling in, July 9, to 
the shock of her relatives. Another Ugandan, Ranny Ismael, the 
information officer with Parliament, was among the injured. 
Ismael is a daughter of the deputy Auditor General, G. Singh. 
(New Vision, Kampala, July 9) 

[Previous issue Uganda, page 1712] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Japan to cancel Zambia’s K3 trillion debt: 
Japan will cancel about K3 trillion of Zambia’s 
bilateral debt at the end of 2005 following success- 
ful attainment of the Highly indebted Poor Countries 
(HIPC) completion point. 


The country ‘has also commended Zambia's economic 


` reforms and the fifth National Development plan being under- 


taken in consultation with the people at the grassroots. Japan 
has also given Zambia a grant of K79 billion for three projects 
meant at improving the living standards of the people. 

The three projects include the provision of ground water and 
sanitation in Northern Province, the construction of basic schools 
in Lusaka under the second phase and another project for the 
maintenance of roads in Lusaka city. Japan also announced the 
additional funding for a project meant to improve the living 
environment for unplanned urban settlements in Lusaka. 


Japanese ambassador to Zambia Masaaki Miyashita an- 
nounced at a signing ceremony in Lusaka, July 12, that his 
country was impressed with Zambia's attainment of the HIPC 
completion point hence the assurance to cancel the debt. 


He hoped that the grants given to Zambia for the three 
projects and the debt cancellation would further enhance the 
welfare of the people and develop the economy. (Times of 
Zambia, Ndola, July 13) 

b. Chinese firms invest $170m in mining: 
Chinese firms have invested nearly US $170 million 
in Zambia’s mining sector, Chinese embassy com- 
mercial counsellor Zhang Shudong said. 

Zhang told Chinese press agency Xinhua that there are 
currently seven Chinese companies engaged in the mining 
industry in Zambia, with investments in the region of US $170 
million. Chambishi copper mine on the Copperbelt was the first 
mining project invested by Chinese companies, and was the 
first-ever Chinese overseas investment in non-ferrous metal 
mining. China Non-Ferrous Metal Industries Corporation bought 
the mine in 1998 at about US $20 million. The mine produced 
§0,000 tonnes of copper concentrates in 2004 from 800,000 
tonnes of ores. The mine’s general manager, Tao Xinghu, told 
Xinhua that his company has so far invested over US $150 
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million into the mine. The agency reported that in November 2004, 
the company began to construct a leaching plant at a cost of US 
$15 million and its completion will enable Chambishi Mine to 
refine its own ores instead of selling it to other refineries. The 
Chinese are also running a coal mine at the old Nkandabbwe 
mine in Sinazongwe district. Collum Coal Mining Industries 
Limited, which started production in 2003 and recorded an output 
of 20,000 tons in 2004. (Post, Lusaka, July 8) 

[Previous issue Zambia, page 1690] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Reserve Bank governor banned from trav- 
elling to New Zealand: Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe 
governor Gideon Gono has been banned from 
travelling to New Zealand as part of expanded 
sanctions against the Zanu-PF leadership. 

New Zealand's Foreign minister Phil Goff, July 4, announced 
that he woulc deny an RBZ team scheduled to visit that country 
entry visas. The team, it has been reported, was expected to 
visit New Zeeland from Canada. It is however not clear whether 
Geno was set to travel to New Zealand as his office said the 
governor was still in Harare. But the New Zealand government 
in a statement said: “Their applications (for visas) are already in 
the process of being declined." The United States, July 1, 
rerewed sanctions against a number of Zanu-PF companies 
together with senior government and party officials close to 
President Mugabe. (Zimbabwe Independent, Harare, July 7) 
[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1712] 


REGIONAL 


Wate h 





a. $5J billion G-8 aid to Africa:—Under the 
shadow of terror attacks on London, the leaders of 
eight indusirialised nations on July 8 wound up their 
summit agreeing to boost aid to Africa and Palestine 
as also to tackle climate change. 

"We speak today in the shadow of terrorism, but it will not 
obscure what we came here to achieve,” British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, the G-8 summit host, told reporters at the closing of 
the three-day meet, which was attended by India’s Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh as a special invitee. 

The group comprising the UK, the US, Russia, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy and Japan agreed to provide Africa with 
aid worth $50 billion, while Palestine will get $3 billion. The uplift 
in African aid "isn’t all everyone wanted, but it is progress,” Blair 
said as the summit closed earlier than scheduled, since he had 
to leave for London, the site of blasts that killed over 50. The 
package "is a signal for a new deal on trade, as is the cancellation 
“ of debt of poorer nations, universal access to AIDS treatment 
and a commitment to a new peacekeeping force for Africa", Blair 


said. "All of this does not change the world tomorrow, it is a 
beginning, not an end. None of this today will match the same 
ghastly impact of the cruelty of terror," he added. "It isn’t the 
end of poverty in Africa, but it is the hope that it can be ended. 
It is the definitive expression of our collective will to act in the 
face of death and disease and conflict that is preventable". He 
said the G-8 has agreed on a package for the Palestinian 
Authority, amounting to up to $3 billion in the years to come "so 
that two states, Israel and Palestine can live side by side in 
peace". (Hindu, New Delhi, July 9) 


G-8 outcome disappoints African civil society: A coalition 
of African civil society is disappointed with the. outcome of the 
G-8 meeting. 


A communique issued by National Civil Society Millennium 
Development Goals Campaign - Zambia, African Network on 
Debt and Development (AFRODAD)-Zimbabwe, African Women 
Development and the Communication Network (FEMNET) stated 
that the G-8 resolutions fall far short of their expectations for a 
comprehensive and radical strategy to make poverty history in 
Africa. "The Summit has simply reaffirmed existing decisions on 
debt cancellation and doubling of aid. The debt package only 
provides only 10 per cent of the relief required and affects only 
one third of the countries that need it," read the communique in 
part. "A large component of the US $50 billion pledged is drawn 
from existing obligations. Further, both packages are still 
attached to the harmful policy conditionalities." 


The communique stated that the G-8 missed a historic 
opportunity to write off the debt of over 62 least developing 
countries. (Posf, Lusaka, July 11) 


Anti-globalisation activists meet to focus on plight of 
poor: Anti-globalisation activists from three continents gathered 
in Mali to condemn unfair trade practices and Third World debt 
at a forum to coincide with the G8 summit in Scotland. 


About 1,300 people from Africa, Europe and North America 
congregated in Mali for the July 8 and 9 meeting, organised by 
the Coalition for African Alternatives to Debt and Development 
(CAD). It is the fourth such meeting CAD has held in Mali to 
coincide with G8 summits. The anti-globalisation activists’ 
alternative meeting is being held in Fana, a cotton processing 
and marketing centre 120 km east of the capital, Bamako. 


Cotton and other agricultural subsidies in the United States 
and Europe are widely blamed for feeding the cycle of poverty 
in the developing world and have long been one of the main 
snags in world trade negotiations. Cotton is the mainstay of 
Mali’s rural economy and according to the UN Human Develop- 
ment Index this semi-arid nation is the fourth among the poorest 
country in the world. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Fana, July 8) 


[Previous issue Regional, page 1713] 
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BOTSWANA 


a. HIV/AIDS prevention accord signed with 
Brazil: During his recent visit to Brazil, Botswana 
President Festus Mogae signed an agreement with 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva to combine 
forces against HIV/AIDS. 


The two countries have been working together against the 
disease since 2002, and the new five-year HIV prevention accord 
sets rules for future anti-AIDS projects, the news service, Agncia 
Brasil, reported. 


Mogae noted that his visit also provided an ideal opportunity 
for both countries to explore additional areas of partnership and 
cooperation. Brazil has an estimated rate of 0.6 per cent 
population which is HIV positive while some 40 per cent of 
Botswana’s adult population are thought to be HIV-positive. (UN | 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg’ 
July 29) 


[Previous issue Botswana, page 1717] 


BURUNDI 


a. 160 Burundians seek asylum: At least 160 
Burundians have crossed into Uganda seeking 
asylum, claiming they are being persecuted after 
they campaigned for rival political parties. 


The asylum seekers, most of them women and children, said 
they fled the northern villages of Kamenge and Kinama in Kirundo 
. region. 


"We were told something was in the offing for us, we had to 
flee as our lives were in danger," 42-year-old Pierre Twagira- 
mungu said, July 29. Mbarara refugee officer Titus Jogo said the 
Burundians had pitched camp at Kibate, about six kilometres 
after Nakivale refugees’ camp. Local officials said the refugees 
had neither food nor shelter. (New Vision, Kampala, July 29) 

b. Police close independent radio station: 
The Committee to Protect Journalists is deeply 
shocked about the closure of independent radio 
station Radio Publique Africaine (RPA). 


‘The closure took place despite ari earlier com- 


promise deal between the authorities and RPA, local ~ 


sources said. 


RPA fell silent around 5 p.m. local time as a large gréup of 
police broke into the station compound, padlocked.#ts studios, 
and cut off its transmitter. It was not immediately clear if any 


RPA staff had been arrested, although one journalist told CPJ 
in a brief phone call, "they are taking us to the police station." 


The National Communications Council, known by its French 
acronym CNC, ordered RPA indefinitely closed, July 15, alleging 
that its recent election coverage was biased and that it had 
insulted the council. RPA director Alexis Sinduhije, a 2004 
recipient of the Committee to Protect Journalists’ International 
Press Freedom Award, denied the councils allegation of bias 
and said the station would defy the ban. 


RPA agreed to close for 48 hours, following a compromise 
deal mediated by the Association of Burundian Journalists (ABJ), 
the Association of Radio Broadcastefs~and the Burundian Press 
Observatory, a self-regulatory body for the profession. Mediators 
said that as part of the compromise, the CNC had agreed to lift 
the ban-at the end of the 48 hours. (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, July 22). 


. [Previous issue Burundi, page 1718] 


CAMEROON 


a. Ban on private radio. lifted: Cameroon's 
Communications Minister Pierre Moukoko Mbcnjo 
has lifted a ban that the government imposed on 
Freedom FM, a private radio station founded by 
independent journalist Pius Njaw in 2003. 

CPJ reported that the government's decision came on July 
12, more than two years after the country’s Communications 
Ministry padlocked the private radio just days before it began 
broadcasting. 


The New York based press freedom organization reported 
that Cameroonian journalists accused the government of 
shuttering Freedom FM out of fear that the station would provide 
a platform for critical reporting on the government in the lead-up 
to presidential elections, which were held in October 2004. 


The opening of the radio station was part of a deal signed 
in June between the government and Free Media Group, the 
radio station's parent company. The station and the government 
agreed to drop litigation over the closure. That includes a 2003 
lawsuit brought by the government against Njaw for "illegally" 
creating an audio-visual communications enterprise, and a 
complaint by Njaw and the Open Society Institute, filed with the 
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights. (Interna- 
tional Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, 
Toronto, July 27) 

[Previous issue, Cameroon, page 1718] 
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CHAD 


a. UN relocates 2,000 refugees in Chad 
threatened by rain: The United Nations refugee 
agency has already relocated nearly a quarter of 
the 10,000 needy refugees from the Central African 
Republic (CAR) who are threatened being cut off 
from all aid because of heavy rains. 


"The rains are already slowing the operation, with convoys 
ircreasingly having to cross rain-swollen wadis (dry riverbeds)," 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron 
Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva, July 22. 


"However, we have been able to move people every day 
since the beginning of the operation and we hope to finalise the 
movements within the next two to three weeks." 


UNHCR plans to relocate the refugees, mostly women and 
children, who have beer living in makeshift settlements on the 
Chadian side of the remote border since fleeing unrest in June, 
to an existing camp at Amboko where humanitarian assistance 
cen be more easily provided. 


Amboko already hosts 13,000 CAR refugees who fled after 
a military coup in 2003, but it can accommodate up to 27,000 
people. At the camp, the new arrivals are provided with UN World 
Food Programme (WFP) food rations, including beans, sorghum, 
oil and sugar, as well as with UNHCR relief items such as mats, 
jerry cans and kitchen utensils. (UN News Service, New York, 
July 22) 


[Previous issue Chad, page 1657] 
CONGO (DR) 


a. Renewed violence affects thousands of 
civilians: Some of the 65,000 civilians displaced 
in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DR) during renewed clashes between Government 
soldiers and armed militias have been slowly 
returning to the area since United Nations 
peacekeepers have been deployed there. 


The UN Organization ‘Mission in the DR (MONUC) said it 
sent a team recently to four towns in Rutshuru Territory, about 
. 420 kilometres north-east of Goma, to assess the situation after 
the fighting between Government forces and an alliance of DR 
Mayi-Mayi militia and members of the Democratic Forces for the 


"+. Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR). 


-The team found 65,000 internally displaced people (IDPs), 
and MONUC's humanitarian section started talks with relief 
agencies to provide needed aid, as well as facilitate the IDPS 
return home arid their reintegration. 


Another MONUC team visited an IDP camp of 1,300 people 
where two dozen of them had fallen ill after drinking water from 
a polluted river nearby. 


The camp is located 12 kilometres north-west of Beni, the 
mission said, adding that it was making arrangements for safe 
drinking water to be made available. (UN News Service, 
New York, July 21) ° 


UN launches new operation against Rwandan Hutu 
rebels: Backed by air power in a major new operation 
code-named “Thunder Storm," United Nations peacekeepers in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR), July 20, launched 
their third offensive in just over two weeks to oust Rwandan 
Hutu militia who daily harass local communities, burning a rebel 
base camp. 


The operation, involving 1,200 Pakistani quick reaction and 
Guatemalan special forces, with Indian air support, alongside 
200 Congolese army troops, followed a deadline delivered days 
ago to the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda 
(FDLR) militia at their brigade headquarters in Miranda, the UN 
Organization Mission in the DR (MONUC) said. The blue helmets 
fanned out over a 70 by 30-kilometre area in the Kabare and 
Walungu territories of south Kivu province, with 100 of them 
entering Miranda village, which they found empty. The FDLR 
had moved into the forests where there is no civilian population, 
west of Kabare, and outside the territory, MONUC said. (UN 
News Service, New York, July 21) 

b. Publisher arrested: Jean Pierre Phambu 
Lutette, publisher of the Kinshasa-based newspa- 
per La Tolerance, was arrested by judicial inspec- 
tors on July 28. 

He was immediately taken to the holding cell of 
the Kinshasa/Gombe Courts Monitoring Board, 
commonly known as the "Court Locker". 

The official reason for the arrest is not known. But he said 
he had been questioned about an article which appeared in the 
paper's June13 edition (issue 14). The article, signed only with 
the initials G.M.B., was entitled, "With State Prosecutor Tshi- 
manga Mukeba’s blessing, judicial inspectors are spreading 
terror in the port of Matadi [capital of Bas Congo province, 
eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo. 


The article bemoaned "the deplorable behaviour of judicial 


_inspectors during the raids on local government offices, from 
| Kinshasa to Matadi, with the sole purpose of manhandling 


financial managers. (Journaliste en danger, Kinshasa, July 29) 
[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1720) 


EGYPT 
a. 88 killed in Egypt resort in terrorists 
bombing: A rapid series of car bombs and another 
blast ripped through a luxury hotel and a cof- 
feeshop in the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm 
el-Sheik early on July 23, killing at least 88 people, 
a hospital official said. 


Terrified European and Arab tourists fled into the night, and 
rescue workers said the death toll was likely to rise. The attack, 
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Egypt's deadliest terror attack ever, appeared well coordinated. 
Two car bombs, possibly by suicide attackers, went off 
simultaneously at 1:15 a m. Just more than two miles apart. A 
third bomb, believed hidden in a sack, detonated around the 
same time near a beachside walkway where tourists often stroll 
at night. 


A total of 88 people had been confirmed'dead, said Dr Saeed 
Abdel Fattah, manager of the Sharm el-Sheik International 
Hospital where the victims were taken. Among the dead were 
two Britons, two Germans and an Italian, he added. Rescue 
workers were still searching for victims at some of the attack 
scenes. 


Several hours after the attacks, a group citing ties to 
Al-Qaeda claimed responsibility for the explosion on an Islamic 
website. 


The group, the Abdullah Azzam brigades, Al-Qaeda, in Syria 
and Egypt, was one of the two extremist groups that also claimed 
responsibility for October bombings at the Egyptian resorts of Taba 
and Ras Shitan that killed 34. 


The group also claimed responsibility for a Cairo bombing in 
late April. (Asian Age, New Delhi, July 24) 


Blast dealt blow to coming poll: The deadly attacks in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt's flag-ship resort and second seat of 
power, dealt a blow to the regime six weeks before a landmark 
presidential election but could also inhibit the Opposition, 
analysts said, July 23. 


The multiple bombings, in which medics said 88 people died, 
sounded a death knell for Egypt's image as a beacon of stability 
in the region, they said. The attacks "were aimed at discrediting 
the Egyptian regime by challenging its ability to secure its own 
stability even as it poses as the guarantor of regional security,” 
said Nabil Abdel Fattah of the Al Ahram Centre for Strategic 
Studies. å 


The bombings were the deadliest targeting foreigners in 
Egypt and followed two smaller attacks on tourist targets in Cairo 
in April and triple blasts that killed 34 in the Sinai in October 
2004. 


Israel was swift to point an accusing finger at President 
Hosni Mubarak’s regime for failing to take appropriate measures 
following the October attacks and questioned the performance 
of Egypt's intelligence services. 


Sharm el-Sheikh is situated at the southern tip of Sinai, a 
semi-desert peninsula whose main coast road is dotted with 
checkpoints but is also a known transit point for smugglers. 


Israel's comments came as Egypt was seeking to heighten 
its profile and assist the Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip 
by taking over some of the security responsibilities in the 
sensitive Palestinian territory. 


Egypt wiped out Islamist organisations in the 1990s after a 
wave of attacks, but the Sharm bombings raised the spectre of 


a new brand of Al Qaeda-linked terror taking root in Egypt. The 
bombings, July 22, were claimed by a group calling itself the Al 
Qaeda Organisation in the Levant and Egypt, although the 
authenticity of the Internet statement could not be verified. 
(Asian Age, New Delhi, July 25) 


Rights body condemns bombings: The Egyptian 
Organization for Human Rights (EOHR) has condemned the 
bombings at Egypt's Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh in which 
85 people lost their lives, July 23. 


"EOHR calls upon the government to introduce new 
legislation to combat terrorism and speed up its steps towards 
political and constitutional reform," the EOHR said in a 
statement. 


The EOHR said “the savage terrorist bombings violate 
people’s right to life which is enshrined in the constitution and 
international human rights instruments. 


The authorities must take necessary and strict measures to 
arrest the perpetrators and offer them a free and fair trial 
respecting their rights and treating them in a humane manner 
refraining from inhumane and degrading treatment. . The only 
way to achieve security is to respect human rights values and 
principles.” 


Pope Benedict XVI was "deeply saddened" to learn of the 
attacks and appealed "to all to renounce the way of violence 
which causes so much suffering to ‘civilian populations, and 
instead to embrace the way of peace." 


He also affirmed that it was incorrect to define the attacks 
as anti-Christian: "I feel the intention is far more general, and 
not specifically against Christianity." (Catholic Information 
Service for Africa, Egypt, July 24) 

[Previous issue Egypt, page 1720] 


ERITREA 


a. State denies bomb suspects had Kenyan 
passports: Two bomb suspects arrested following 
recent attacks on London's transport network trav- 
elled to Britain on United Nations papers, it was 
stated, July 27. 


Government Spokesman Dr Alfred Mutua said the suspects 
travelled in the early 1990s as children aged between nine and 
11 years. ` 


The two suspects were originally from Somalia and Eritrea 
and were issued with UNHCR papers to travel to the UK with 
their parents and were given British citizenship. 


The Daily Nation reported, July 27, that Scotland Yard had 


_ confirmed the two would-be suicide bombers lived in Kenya 


and acquired Kenyan passports that they used to travel to 
London. 


Addressing journalists at his office in Nairobi, Mutua said 
Scotland Yard was surprised at the allegations attributed to them. 
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Meanwhile, The Immigration minister Linah Kilimo, July 24, 
said she has not received any official communication from the 
British Government. She said Kenyan passports were documents 
with integrity, sought after by many. Also, Kenyan police say 
they have not received any official communication from the British 
Government regarding a wanted terrorist suspect. (East African 
Standard, Nairobi, July 28) 


[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1671] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ministry, Petronas sign petroleum explora- 
tion accord: The Ministry of Mines and Petronas, 
Malaysia's national petroleum corporation, July 25, 
signed a four-year exploration and production 
agreement to enable the latter explore and produce 
petroleum in Ethiopia. 


According to the agreement, the corporation will undertake 
exploration and production of petroleum around Kelafo, Welwel- 
Warder and Genale localities in Somali State. 


Ethiopia’s Minister of Mines, Ambassador Mohamoud Dirir 
and President and Chief Executive of Petronas, Tan Sri Dato Sri 
Mohammad Hassen Marican, signed the agreement. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, Ambassador Mohamoud 
said the engagement of Petronas in petroleum exploration in 
Ethiopia has a significant impact for the country’s prospect of 
petroleum exploration and production. 


He also said the corporation will be engaged in petroleum 
exploration and production on 93,000sq. km. area in Welwel- 
Warder, Kelafo and Genale. 


Accordirg to the agreement, the company would be granted 
an exclusive right to engage in exploration and development of 
petroleum within the licensed area for the coming 25 years. 
(Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, July 26) 


b. Two more journalists arrested: Addis Ababa 
police arrested Fassil Yenalem, editor-in-chief of 
Addis Zena newspaper, on July 11. 


It is not known if he is held on any charges or if he will be 
eligible for bail. In a separate incident, Amare Aregawi, publisher 
and editor-in-chief of Reporter newspaper and magazine, was 
arrested on July 7. 


Police questioned Aregawi about a story on 150 soldiers who 
recently returned from their West African peacekeeping mission 
and protested that they were not paid their stipends while serving 
in Liberia. 


The story appeared in the local and international press. After 
making a statement to police, Aregawi appeared before the 
Federali First Instance Court the same day and was released on 
bail of 500 Birr. (Ethiopian Free Press Journalists’ Association, 
Addis Ababa, July 11) 


[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1696] 


GHANA 


a. Judiciary has no power over parliament: 
"The Judiciary, as one of the arms of the govern- 
ment, has no constitutional mandate to impose its 
decision on parliament or compel it to pass a Bill. 


"All the three arms of government: the Executive, Judiciary 
and the Legislature, by the 1992 Constitution, have no mandate 
to interfere in the business of one another in the exercise of 
their constitutional duties. 


"So, anybody who threatens to go to Court to compel a 
constitutional! institution like parliament to pass a law may be 
deceiving himself.” 


in short, the claim by Nana Obiri Boahen, a legal practitioner 
in Sunyani, that he would be going to court, if parliament did not 
pass the People’s Representation Amendment Bill (PRAB), has 
no constitutional basis and he might be making only hollow noise. 


John Owusu Agyemang, a legal practitioner based at 
Techiman, in an interview with The Chronicle, contended that 
the assertion by his colleague Nana Obiri Boahen, did not hold 
water. 


According to lawyer Agyemang, parliament has the powers 
to either vote against or for a Bill if they discovered that, that 
Bill was of no use to the country, and no organ of the state 
could compel it to do otherwise. (Ghanaian Chronicle, Accra, 
July 25) 

[Previous issue, Ghana, page, 1576} 


GUINEA BiSSAU 


a. Vieira scores narrow victory over Bacai 
Sanha in presidential election: Bernardo "Nino" 
Vieira, the former military ruler of Guinea-Bissau, 
scored a narrow victory over Malam Bacai Sanha, 
the candidate of the ruling PAIGC party, in the 
second round of the country's presidential election, 
according to provisional results released, July 28. 


Malam Mane, the chairman of the National Electoral 
Commission, said Vieira of the African Party for the Inde- 
pendence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC) won a 
majority of 52 percent, with 216,167 votes in the ballot, July 24. 


Bacai Sanha trailed by 19,000 votes with 48 percent and 
196,759 votes, he added. Vieira, who ruled the country from 
1980 to 1999, told reporters: "The results just announced 
demonstrate my unquestionable victory.” 


But Bacai Sanha’s campaign manager, Serifo Nhamado, said 
there were "Indications of fraud" in some parts of the country. 
He demanded a fresh vote in the capital Bissau, Biombo district 
immediately to the west of the city and Bafata district, 130 km 
to the east. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bissau, July 28) 


[Previous issue, Guinea Bissau, page 1722] 
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IVORY COAST 


a. University campus polarised by political 
violence: At the main university in Ivory Coast's 
commercial capital, Abidjan, many scholars are 
worried about self-defence than self-improvement 
on a campus dominated by a pro-government 
student union that uses rape and torture to maintain 
control. 


Many students insist that the Students’ Federation of Ivory 
Coast (FESC!) is nothing more than a government militia, with 
what some call a "mafia"-like hold on the university. 


The United Nations and national and international human 
rights groups have accused FESCI, which is aligned to President 
Laurent Gbagbo’s Ivorian Popular Front (FPI), of violence against 
students who support the opposition. 


Dissension and heated political debate are nothing new at 
the campus in the smart Cocody part of town. Indeed, Gbagbo 
was a history lecturer and dean in the faculty of Languages and 
Cultures when he and other academics founded the FPI. 


But unrest since a failed coup in 2002 has exacerbated 
hostilities among students and some say has allowed the FESCI 
to attack opponents with impunity. 


When some members of a new rival union, the General 
Association of Students of Ivory Coast (AGEECI), gathered at 
the university , FESCI supporters attacked them and shut down 
the campus. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Abidjan, July 29) 


RFI broadcasts suspended: The regulatory National 
Council for Broadcasting (CNCA) on July 15, suspended all FM 
(Frequency Modulation broadcasts by the "Radio France Inter- 
national" (RFI) in the country for alleged unprofessional treatment 
of information. 


The RFI was also fined 9 million CFA Francs and the 


suspension was to be effective until further notice. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) 
source, the decision to suspend RFI programmes was contained 
in a statement issued by the CNCA, the broadcasting regulatory 
body, concerning two incidents that occurred recently. 


The source said a high-ranking officer of the Ivorian army, 
Colonel Bakassa Traor, in charge of the National Board for the 
Protection of Civilians, and two other high ranking officers were 
arrested by soldiers on the orders of the Chief of Staff, General 
Philipe Mangou, after a dinner the three had had at the residence 
of the French Ambassador to Ivory Coast, Gildas Le Lidec. 

Traor was later admitted at a clinic where he died five days 
later. Thereafter, the RFI broadcast the story and was accused 
of not presenting a balanced information on the death of Traor. 
(Media Foundation for West Africa, Accra, July 27) 

;- [Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1722] 


KENYA 


a. Support for ban on tobacco and beer 
adverts: The Government's plan to ban cigarette 
and alcohol advertisements has won the backing of 
Muslim, Hindu and Christian faiths. 


Representatives of the faiths also demanded a Government 
crackdown on pornography in electronic and print media. 


They spoke out in Nairobi at the end of a consultative meeting 
organised by the Inter-religious Council of Kenya (IRCK). The 
meeting chaired by Al-Hajj Murigi who is also the vice-Chairman 
of the Supreme Council of Kenya Muslims was convened to 
discuss the media and its effects on children. 


Among those present was Rattan Channa from the Hindu 
Council, Anglican bishops Gideon Ireri and William Waqo, Bishop 
Joseph Macharia of Organisation of Africa Instituted Churches 
and Pastor Peter Bwana of the SDA Church and Secretary 
General of the Council of Imams and Preachers of Kenya Sheikh 
Muhammad Dormuhammad. The Government announced two 
months ago that it plans to ban the advertisements of alcohol 
and cigarettes on moral grounds. 


But it faced stiff opposition from the media owners, 
advertisers and section of politicians who claim this would stifle 
investments and lead to job losses. 


However, religious leaders have asked the Government to 
protect the children from moral ruin. "We have in the past called 
on Government to apply the law in stopping access to immoral 
material, specifically pornographic material in electronic and print 
media," they said. ( East African Standard, Nairobi, July 30) 


[Previous issue, Kenya, page 1722] 


MALAWI 


a. Impeachment debate postponed till sep- 
tember: The debate on the controversial motion to 
allow MPs to impeach President Bingu wa 
Mutharika is likely to continue in September when 
parliament resumes, according to official sources. 


Political bickering between Mutharika and his political rival, 
former President of the country and now chairman of the United 
Democratic Front (UDF), Bakili Muluzi, has been raging since 
June, when the UDF proposed the motion because Mutharika 
had left the party after it sponsored him in the national elections. 


The 193-member parliament began the debate on 
Mutharika’s impeachment in June, but it was halted when the 
then Speaker, Rodwell Munyenyembe, collapsed in the house. 


Parliament was to have debated the legal affairs committee's 
report on the proposed motion, July 19, but government 
spokesman Ken Lipenga said the Speaker ruled that the 
committee should report back again, after it had "consulted 
widely enough with civil society“ on the matter. j 
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The political impasse had held up approval of the budget, 
which was finally passed by parliament, July 15 after a 
compromise was reached between the parties, said Lipenga. 
The Public Affairs Committee (PAC), a grouping of religious 
organisations, has been mediating between the various rival 
groupings, which include the Malawi Congress Party, the largest 
opposition group, led by John Tembo. 


Political analysts said although parliament had approved the 
budget, the rift between government and opposition was 
expected to continue. (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Lilongwe, July 20) 


{Previous issue, Malawi, page 1708} 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Anti-retroviral therapy successful: About 
95 per cent of the HIV-positive Mozambicans who 
are on anti-retroviral therapy, provided by the 
Mozambican Health Ministry ‘and the Italian catholic 
NGO, the Sant’Egidio Community, have followed the 
treatment regime, which makes the country an 
exemplary case in sub-Saharan Africa. 


Fears that patients might find the demanding regime too 
tough to obey have frequently been expressed - yet Mozambique 
has a better record for following the regime than several western 
countries, according to one of the Santo’Egidio leadérs, Matteo 
_ Zuppi, currently visiting Mozambique. 


One of the major problems African countries have faced, 
Zuppi said, is that patients on anti-retrovirals have not been able 
to follow medical instructions, perhaps because of the radical 
change in life style demanded, or perhaps because they do not 
have the money to ensure proper diet. 


The Sant'Egidio programme, Maputo said, July 23, avoids 
some of these problems by ensuring that, in addition to free 
supplies of anti-retroviral drugs, patients also receive food 
supplements, and water filters. Indeed the acronym for the 
programme, DREAM, stands for Drug Resource Enhancement 
Against AIDS and Malnutrition. Currently a total of 9,200 
HIV-positive people are receiving assistance of one sort or 
another through DREAM, and 4,200 of these are at the stage 
of the disease where they require anti- retroviral treatment. 
(Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, July 24) 


{Previous issue Mozambique, page 1724] 


NIGER 


a. UN steps up aid to drought-stricken Niger: 
With hunger in Niger intensifying, the United 
Nations, July 29, warned of increasing deaths from 
communicable diseases in the country. 


The UN World Health Organization (WHO) said that beyond 
communicable illnesses, cases of water and sanitation-related 
diseases, d:arrhoea, cholera, tuberculosis and malaria were 


expected to rise as a result of the hunger crisis, due to drought 
and the worst locust invasion in 15 years. 


A WHO assessment mission is currently underway and the 
agency plans to provide support to Niger’s health ministry in the 
areas of coordination, early detection of communicable diseases, 
and training of personnel to deal with severe malnutrition. it is 
also working with Niger on a new emergency strategy to provide 
drugs free of charge. 


The UN World Food Programme (WFP) said it was 
progressively increasing the number of people targeted for aid 
and expected it to more than double to 2.5 million over the 
coming months on the frontline of one of the worst crises ever 
to hit Niger. (UN News Service, New York, July 29) 


Buhari donates N100,000: ANPP presidential candidate in 
the 2003 elections, retired Maj. General Muhammadu Buhari, 
has appealed to the neighbouring States and the Red Cross 
Society to spearhead an appeal for food and drugs to the people 
of Niger Republic, even as he donated N100,000 through the 
Nigerian Red Cross. 


A press statement from the Buhari Organisation made 
available to Daily Trust, stated that the donation was made on 
behalf of the organisation. 


Gen. Buhari said that watching news clips of the devastating 
effect of hunger and disease especially on children, women and 
the aged people of the Republic of Niger should stir every African 
to action. : 


"This disaster has long been there, enough for any 
responsible government to arrest the situation- but alas, we have 
been caught unprepared again," Gen Buhari said. 


"While | note the rather belated response of the federal 
government, efforts ought to be made to sensitize private 
organisations and individuals to contribute more, not only in the 
spirit of African brotherhood but more importantly in the spirit of 
helping our neighbour," Gen. Buhari stated. (Daily Trust, Abuja, 
July 28) 


UN launches emergency food airlift: With the international 
humanitarian response to looming starvation in Niger gathering 
pace, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) 
announced, July 27, a series of airlifts to deliver life-saving 
emergency rations io 80,000 victims of the impoverished West 
African country’s intensifying emergency. 


"Whether it’s by air, land or sea, the food cannot arrive a 
moment too soon. We are working flat out to deliver rations and 
help provide relief for some of the worst hunger | have ever 
witnessed,” said Giancarlo Cirri, WFP Country Director for Niger, 
which has suffered the double blow of a poor rainy season and 
devastation to its crops and grazing land from the worst locust 
invasion in 15 years. ' 


With 1.2 million people at risk of starvation and food stocks 
dwindling, WFP's logistics operation has five weeks to deliver 
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23,000 tons of food to 19 districts on the frontline of the country’s | pseudonyms, behind closed doors, or via video link. All expert 


second-worst hunger crisis in history. As Niger's food shortages 
stretch traditional coping mechanisms to their limit, these 
numbers could grow even bigger. The first aircraft will take off, 
July 28, from WFP's humanitarian response depot in Brindisi, 
italy, delivering 44 tons of high-energy biscuits to Niger’s capital 
Niamey, the first of three that WFP is sending to Niamey over 
the coming days. (UN News Service, New York, July 27) 
[Pravious issue Niger, page 1724] 


NIGERIA 


a. 200 killed as boat capsizes: A pregnant 
woman, a mother and her three children were 
among 10 bodies recovered following a boat 
mishap, July 26, in the coastal areas of Ondo State. 


Shockwaves ripped through the state as 190 other persons 
on board the wooden boat who were missing feared dead. 


The boat was said to have taken off from Igbokeda along 
the ‘waterways, which is linked to the Atlantic Ocean, and 
between Igbokada and Awoye, it hit a sharp object and broke 
into pieces, throwing its human and cargos into the sea. The 
incident occurred close to a shrine housing the dreaded Ayelala 
deity. 


Chairman of Ilaje local government (with headquarters in 
Igbokoda), Chief Adebambo Odoro, who was part of the rescue 
team confirmed that the accident occurred at a point very close 
to the Ayelala shrine. According to the chairman, the boat was 
ferrying passengers, mostly women and students travelling back 
to their towns for vacation. 


The area close to the Ayelala shrine has become notorious 
for accidents. Four officials of National Orientation Agency (NOA) 
lost their lives in a mishap at the same junction few years ago. 
(Daily Champion, Lagos, July 28) 

[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1710] 


RWANDA 


a. Over 1,000 witnesses testify at the war 
crimes tribunal: Over 1,000 people from more than 
20 countries have so far testified at the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). 


As many as "1,113 witnesses testified at the ICTR between 
the time the tribunal was created in November 1994 and 
September 2004" stated a document published by the Registrar’s 
ofiice. The witnesses reside in over twenty countries in Africa, 
North America and Europe. About 668 testified for the prosecu- 
tion while 445 appeared for the defence. The document continues 
that the office of the Prosecutor is in contact with another 1,000 
who are expected to testify before the tribunal ends its mandate 
in 2008. 


Most of the witnesses testifying at the ICTR have benefited 
from the special protective measures such as testifying under 


witnesses have testified openly. Even though factual! witnesses, 
unlike experts, do not financially benefit from their testimonies, 
they are nevertheless "remunerated for time lost" during their 
stay at the ICTR headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania. 


So far the tribunal has convicted 22 people and acquitted 
three. 25 suspects are currently under trial, among them former 
members of the government, army officers and a catholic priest. 
(Arusha Times, Arusha, July 23) 


Government to release 30,000 genocide suspects: The 
Rwandan government plans to release about 30,000 detainees 
from the country's heavily congested prisons who are accused 
of involvement in the 1994 genocide, an official said. 


Rwanda’s chief prosecutor, Jean de Dieu Mucyo, is quoted 
as saying the exercise to release 30,000, out of the 79,000 
genocide suspects may kick off, July 29. 


"Mucyo said releasing the 30,000 would help expedite trials 
but cautioned that the detainees were only being released 
provisionally and would not be given amnesty,” the UN's 
Regional Integrated News network quoted the prosecutor as 
saying. t 


"Those who committed crimes must still face the local courts 
known as ‘gacaca’, he said. The Rwandan President, Maj Gen 
Paul Kagame, released about 24,000 detainees in 2003. The 
cabinet was expected to give a green light to the list of 30,000 
detainees drawn by the Prosecution office before end of this 
week. i 


"We hope this exercise will kick off this Friday (July 
29), "Mucyo said. Currently 70,000 out of the 87,000 people in 
Rwandan prisons are accused of genocide-related crimes. Many 
have never been put on trial since their arrest. (Monitor, 
Kampala, July 28) 


[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1724] 


SENEGAL 


a. Former Prime Minister charged with 
endangering state security: Former Prime Minis- 
ter Idrissa Seck, an emerging political rival to 
President Abdoulaye Wade, has been charged with 
endangering national security and remanded to 
custody until his trial. 


Seck, who served as Wade’s Prime Minister from November 
2002 until April 2004, was formally charged, July 24, after 
spending a week in police detention. 


During that time, Seck was questioned about allegations of 
massive overspending on public works in the city of Thies, where 
he serves as mayor. 


The government has not spelt out publicly how Seck is 
supposed to have endangered national security or whether the 
charges against him are connected to allegations that he 
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squandered 46 billion CFA francs on public works projects in 
Thies that were only budgeted at 25 billion CFA. Supporters of 
the 46-year-old politician have accused Wade of simply bringing 
the charges to silence a political rival. 


Seck, who has made clear his ambition to become President, 
was taken into police custody on July 15. He was transferred to 
the main prison in Dakar at the weekend after formal charges 
were laid against him. 


Seck has repeatedly denied any wrongdoing and his defence 
team said that the charges against him were politically 
motivated. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Dakar, July 25) 

b. US, Senegal sign Millennium Challenge 
Corporation pact: The United States and Senegal 
signed a $6.5 million U.S. Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC) compact development grant 
agreement, July 20, the closing day of the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) Forum. 

The grant will help Senegal develop its com- 
pact— or major agreement—with the MCC. 


Senegal’s compact proposes to develop a large-scale 
industrial, commercial and residential site called the Diamniadio 
. Platform. The proposed project would address one of the greatest 
barriers to poverty reduction and economic growth in Senegal - 
the tack of sustainable space for commercial and industrial 
expansion on the Dakar Peninsula. 


"This is an important step forward in the development of 
Senegals compact proposal and brings momentum to the 
process," said MCC chief Paul Applegarth. "We are pleased to 
provide funding to accelerate compact development and assist 
in baseline daia-gathering and feasibility studies." 


Applegarth added: "MCC is committed to examining all 
elements of the compact programme to ensure that they are 
socially, economically, environmentally and technically sound. 
MCC looks forward to continuing its ongoing relationship 
with the government and people of Senegal throughout 
compact development." (United States Department of State, 
Washington, DC, July 20) 

[Previous issue Senegal, page 1638] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Editor of For Di People newspaper dies 
following assault: The International PEN is deeply 
shocked at the death on July 27 of For Di People 
editor Harry Yansaneh. 


The journalist died of kidney problems apparently caused by 
an assault he suffered on May 10. 


In a letter that Yansaneh sent before his death to the Sierra 
Leone Association of Journalists (SLAJ), he explicitly accused 
Member of Parliament Fatmata Hassan of ordering the May 10 
attack. According to Yansaneh, one of Hassan’s sons threatened 


him and vandalised the For Di People office, of which Hassan 
is reportedly the landlady, in the early evening of 10 May 10. 


When the editor was on his way to the police station to make 
an official complaint about the incident, he was set upon by a 
group including Hassan’s two sons, Bai Bureh and Mohamed 
Komeh. Yansaneh also accused Hassan herself of being present 
when Bureh sat on his neck and threatened to kill him. The 
journalist made a statement to the police, who issued a medical 
report and took photographs of his injuries. 


However, according to reports, the police have to date taken 
no action against the alleged perpetrators of the attack. 
(International Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing 
House, Toronto, July 29) 


b. Immigration boss arrested: In the midst of 
enquiries from the public and top guns in the political 
arena on the composition and location of Third 
Force, one member and supporter has come out 
and identified himself to The Independent. 


He is Cornelius Devaux. He says Third Force is currently 
holding consultative meetings in the Western Area with executive 
members of various parties in the different constituencies. He 
said the Third Force comprises various parties that came 
together to form a coalition. According to him , they are drafting 
a Working Document which is different from the Memorandum 
of Understanding signed between them, adding that there shall 
be a Working Group, to formulate and work out strategies for 
the 2007 elections. 


"It's in a bid to enlighten members and sensitize them on 
the need for a coalition", he said, in apparent reference to the 
consultative meetings, addirig that the proliferation of parties is 
an advantage to the ruling party and it becomes difficult for the 
numerous parties to win. He said by coming together, they can 
form a formidable force to strongly contest in 2007. 


"The coalition has a working group comprising various party 
representatives", he said, adding that a leader will not yet be 
announced till the various parties hold a convention and then 
agree on one presidential candidate. He described Third Force 
as a People’s forum in which traders, teachers, academics, 
professionals, students and people from all walks of life will have 
a say in decision -making. (Independent, Freetown, July 25) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1725] 


SOMALIA 


a. Dozens killed in clashes in southwestern 
town: Dozens of people were feared dead and 
many more injured in clashes that broke out, July 
22, and continued over the weekend in the town of 
Boru-Hache, also known as El-Waaq, in southwest- 
ern Somalia’s Gedo region, sources said. 


"Violations of human rights and international law occurred 
particularly with regard to the protection of civilians in times of 
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war," Abdullahi Alas Jimale, chief investigator of the Mogadishu- 
based Isma'il! Jim’ale Human Rights Centre (IJHRC), said. 


Boru-Hache is situated on Somalia’s border with Kenya. 
IJHRC said thousands of people displaced by the clashes 
between two clans had fled across the border to seek refuge in 
the neighbouring Kenyan border town of El Wak. 


The weekend clashes pitted militias from the Gare clan 
against those from the Marehan. Both sides, Alas said, had used 
heavy weapons, including anti-aircraft guns, which were fired 
"without regard to the lives and- property of the civilian 
populations". IJHRC put the civilian death tol! at 40 with more 
than 60 wounded. "These are noncombatants whom we were 
able to register, but there are probably some who were not 
registered," Alas added. 


There had also been massive displacement from Boru- 
Hache, "with only those who could not get out, like the elderly, 
trapped inside", he added. 


Property of unknown value had also been destroyed during 
the fighting, according to IJHRC. 


“Large parts of El-Waaq were destroyed by the fires caused 
by fighting, with many families losing all their possessions and 
businesses," Alas said. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, July 26) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1725} 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Land summit—Reform in the context of a 
continuing struggle, says Mbeki: Delegates to the 
national land summit got an unexpected visitor when 
President Thabo Mbeki joined the proceedings 
towards the end of the day, July 28. 


Mbeki said he had come to the gathering with the intention 
of just listening to the deliberations, however having heard the 
input made by the international speakers he decided to say a 
few words. 


International speakers included Dr George Mburathi of 
Kenya, Professor Sam Moyo who looked at the issue of land 
reform in Zimbabwe, Frans Tseehama who is the permanent 
Secretary for Lands in Namibia and Eugenio Peixoto - the 
permanent secretary for Agrarian Reform in Brazil. 


The speakers spoke about how land reform was conducted 
in their respective countries and the challenges thereof. 


Drawing on and reiterating what was said by the speakers, 
Mbeki said "land reform must be put in the context of a counting 
struggle." He added that all agree that addressing the matter of 
land needs to be faster that what has been happening. 


"As we move faster we must not lose sight of the ordinary 
working people of South Africa. They must be in a better position 
as a consequence of land reform," said Mbeki. 


He added that in this continuing struggle, there was also the 
struggle for jobs, the de-racialisation of society and that of 
creating a non-sexist society. (BuaNews, Tshwane, July 29) 

b. Two wine farms under hammer: A Premium 
wine farm, located in one of Western Cape’s most 
prominent wine-farming areas, and a farm bordering 
the Karoo near De Doorns, will go under the 
hammer early in August. 


These properties will both be sold as going concerns by 
Auction Alliance. Located in a cluster of high-quality wine farms 
between Durbanville and Stellenbosch, the 275 ha wine farm 
has 127ha under cultivation -- 60% red cultivars and 36% white. 
There is capacity for new plantings. 


Water supply is plentiful, with 32-million litres a year secured 
from the Threewaterskloof Dam. Two boreholes and a large dam 
on the property provide additional reserves. 


The farm has a working cellar with a capacity of 200 tons, 
several store rooms and coo! rooms, and a variety of equipment, 
a full catalogue for which can be sourced through the Beland 
office of Auction Alliance. 


In addition, there is a Cape Dutch home with swimming pool, 
a manager's house and three cottages. The farm is close to the 
N1 to Paarl or Cape Town. 


The second farm, measuring a 3300 ha, of which 450 
ha are arable, has the space and capacity for almost any 
venture. 


Currently 124 ha are serviced by a modern irrigation system, 
and of those, 7 ha have been planted with Hanepoort and 
Colombard, leaving considerable untapped potential. (Business 
Day, Johannesburg, July 29) 


c. Mandela celebrates birthday with chil- 
dren:Toddlers and their parents, a clown on stilts 
and journalists crowded around former South Afri- 
can President Nelson Mandela to sing "Happy 
Birthday", July 20, in one of a series of events 
celebrating his 87th birthday. 


About two dozen children from a project supported by the 
Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund gathered for what has become 
a Mandela birthday tradition, a party in the garden of the Fund's 
headquarters. 


A frail but relaxed and smiling Mandela entered on a golf 
cart, then sat in a red wing chair for the festivities. 


"| want to thank all of you for coming here and making this 
day an unforgettable day for me. Thanks a million,” said the 
anti-apartheid icon and Nobel peace laureate. 


After the singing, Mandela cut a cake and the children 
presented him cards they had made and shook his had. 

Several sat on his knee—but one smaller one whe was 
placed there burst into tears. (Asian Age, New Delhi, July 21) 


| [Previous issue South Africa, page 1711] 
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SUDAN 


a. Rape, sexual violence continue in Darfur 
region, reports UN: Armed elements in Sudan’s 
strife-torn Darfur region, including law enforcement 
officers and the military, continue to perpetrate rape 
and sexual violence, with the authorities unable to 
hold them accountable, according to a new United 
Nations report released, July 29. 


"Many women do not report incidents out of fear of reprisals 
and are discouraged from reporting given the lack of redress for 
sexual violence," the report said. 


"Some police stations refuse to register and investigate 
complaints of sexual violence. When cases are registered, police 
officials often do not vigorously investigate the complaints,” it 
added, noting that the authorities intimidate victims and wit- 
nesses into withdrawing charges. 


The report, "Access to Justice for Victims of Sexual Violence,” 
prepared at the initiative of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, looks at patterns of rape in Darfur, which has 
been racked by a conflict between the government, allied militias 
and rebels that has killed at least 180,000 people and driven 2 
million more from their homes in the past two and a half years. 
(UN News Service, New York, July 29) 


Fresh violence could affect Darfur peace process: The 
recent outbreak of violence in the western Sudanese region of 
Darfur could threaten ongoing efforts to bring lasting peace to 
the strife-torn region, the UN warned, July 26. 


"The violence is a matter of serious concern to us, especially 
given that we had just reported to the [UN] Security Council that 
the situation was quiet and both sides seemed to be respecting 
the ceasefire agreement," Radhia Achouri, spokesperson for the 
UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), said. 


Achouri said UNMIS was yet to establish which party started 
the fighting. The mission, she added, had however learnt that 
the fighting involved Sudanese government forces and rebels of 
the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). 


Other reports gave conflicting accounts of the clashes that 
occured, July 22 and July 23. 


The official Sudanese news agency said a group of Darfur 
rebels had attacked a convoy of civilian vehicles guarded by the 
armed forces on the road between Nyala, the capital of South 
Darfur, and Et Fasher, the capital of North Darfur. 

The rebels, the agency reported, had killed three government 
military personnel. 

It quoted the army spokesman, Gen Abass Abdul Rahaman 
al Khalifa, as saying the rebels nad also burned down some 
villages. (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, 
Nairobi, July 26) 

[Previous issue Sudan, page 1725] 
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SWAZILAND 


a. New Constitution signed into law: King 
Mswati signed into law a new constitution, July 36, 
at a ceremony held in the royal kraal at Ludzidzini, 
the traditional setting for important national an- 
nouncements. 


"tam here to bless the nation’s Constitution," Mswati told a 
crowd of about 5,000 Swazis gathered inside the large cattle 
enclosure. 


After a nine-year gestation period, the new Constitution does 
not fundamentally alter Swaziland's system of governance: 
ultimate power will remain in the hands of the Swazi king, putting 
a constitutional seal on a 1973 decree by Mswati's father, King 
Sobhuza, which overturned the Constitution bequeathed by the 
British in 1968. Met with the royal salute, “Bayete!” followed by 
high-pitched whistling reserved for the king and applause, Mswati 
told the assembly, "What happened here you will tell future 
generations.” 


Mswati had ordered two royal committees, headed by his 
brothers, to collect the views of Swazis on governance issues 
and assemble these. into a draft Constitution. On the basis of 
their reports, the king said he was confident that Swaziland's 
one million people supported the Constitution. 


"It's taken a long time, but some people say you have to 
devote time to something if it is to come out well,” the king 
commented. 


Anticipating royal approval of the Constitution, Musa Hlope, 
Secretary-General of the Swaziland Coalition of Concerned Civil 
Organisations, wrote: "The international community will not be 
fooled by this fraud. 


The Constitution will not pass the ‘test of a democratic 
Constitution." (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Mbabane, July 26) 


[Previous issue Swaziland, page +654} 


TANZANIA 


a. New Anti-AIDS programme unveiled: For- 
mer US President Bill Clinton and the Tanzanian 
President, Benjamin Mkapa, unveiled a new pro- 
gramme, July 20, to train local medical workers to 
administer antiretroviral (ARVs) to people living with 
HIV/AIDS. 


"With the availability of drugs it has helped to block 
transmission of HIV from infected mothers to children and save 
millions of young people and parents from early deaths,” Clinton 
said at the launch of the Tanzania Benjamin William Mkapa 
National HIV/AIDS Fellows Programme in Dar es Salaam. 


However, he warned that increased availability of ARVs 
should not be an end in itself, because highly skilled people 
were needed to administer the therapy, conduct proper testing, 
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as well as provide care and management to those infected."It is 
this area that my foundation and Mkapa’s want to work together 
on, to ensure there are adequate skilled people to manage the 
task," Clinton said. 


Clinton commended Mkapa and his government for imple- 
menting HIV/AIDS programmes that would allow some 44,000 
people living with HIV/AIDS to be on ARVs by the end of 2005. 
"For a country with such a [low] per capita income [US $300], it 
is a big challenge and there is a long way to go," Clinton said. 


He appealed for concerted effort and initiatives to boost the 
availability of ARVs. : 7 


The HIV/AIDS Fellows programme is to be co-financed by 
the Norwegian government and Clinton Foundation and the 
government. The programme is to train and deploy at least 30 
medical workers a year to the countryside. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Dar-es- Salaam, July 21) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1726] 


TOGO 


a. Opposition hails top-level peace accord: 
Opposition parties in Togo have welcomed an 
agreement in Rome, Italy, between President Faure 
Gnassingbe and opposition leader Gilchrist Olympio 
to "condemn and end" political violence in the 
country. -- 


The agreement, reached, July 26, includes an amnesty for 
all political prisoners jailed during protests which erupted in the 


west African country following the April 24 disputed presidential 


elections. 


The Rome meeting, which lasted six hours and was reported 
to be "convivial and relaxed", was the result of a mediation led 
by the Italian Catholic community of Sant’ Egidio. 


Violence erupted in Togo in the wake of the April presidential 
polls, after opposition parties accused winner Faure Gnassingbe, 
the son of former president Gnassingbe Eyadema, who died in 
February, of rigging the ballot. : 


Police brutally suppressed the protests, attracting condem- 
nation for bloody human rights violations and causing tens of 
thousands of terrorised Togolese to flee to neighbouring Benin 
and Ghana. 


Leopold Gnininvi of the African People Democratic Conven- 
tion, a party from the so-called "radical" opposition, said he 
"approved of the meeting as any national reconciliation could 
only take place in the framework of such peace measures". 


Cornelius Aidam, a vice-president for moderate opposition 
party Pan-African Patriotic Convergence, said his party "will get 
involved in any effort towards consolidating national reconcili- 
ation, one of the government's top priorities". (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, July 26) 

[Previous issue Togo, page 1726] 


UGANDA 


a. Rights body attacks Uganda over gay ban: 
The Human Rights Watch (HRW), a global human 
rights body, has attacked Uganda for proposing a 


| law banning same sex marriage, saying it is 


deepening repression. 


"In voting for a constitutional amendment to criminalise 
marriage between persons of the same sex, Uganda's 
Parliament has struck a blow for prejudice and against basic 
human rights", the HRW said in a statement posted on its 
website, July 26. 


"Uganda already imposes draconian prison sentences on 
people who engage in homosexual conduct," Scott Long, the 
director of the Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights 
programmes at HRW said. 


About a fortnight ago, the Parliament approved a proposed 
constitutional amendment stating that "marriage is lawful only if 
entered into between a man and a woman," and that “it is 
unlawful for same-sex couples to marry." 


"New criminal penalties against people who dare to marry 
can only have one purpose: to codify prejudice against same-sex 
couples," Long said. Same-sex sexual relations are criminalised 
in Uganda under a sodomy law. 


The law was strengthened in 1990. Section 140 of the Penal 
Code (PC) criminalises “carnal knowledge against the order of 
nature" with a maximum penalty of life imprisonment. Section 
141 of the PC punishes "attempts" at carnal knowledge with a 
maximum of seven years’ imprisonment. (Monitor, Kampala, 
July 26) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1727] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. 34 more ZIMRA officials arrested: Police 
have arrested 34 more Zimbabwe Revenue Author- 
ity (ZIMRA) officers on allegations of corruption and 
impounded 23 vehicles in Beitbridge as investiga- 
tions into corruption allegations widen. 


The latest figure brought to 49 the number of suspects 
arrested since the crackdown began, July 26. Police chief 
spokesman Assistant Commissioner Wayne Bvudzijena, July 28, 
confirmed the arrests and said investigations were still in 
progress. 


"We picked up 34 other ZIMRA officials and we are still 
interrogating them. We are also investigating the ownership of 
23 vehicles," he said, without elaborating. 


Several ‘cars believed to have been given to therr as 
kickbacks have been impounded. At least 15 ZIMRA officers 
were arrested for alleged involvement in corrupt activities at 
Beitbridge Border Post and police recovered 40,000 rand, 
US$1,500,500 Pula and $30 million, July 27. Police also 
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recovered goods allegedly smuggled from South Africa. A 
personal computer with ZIMRA software was also confiscated 
from one of the suspects’ home. They were arrested under an 
operation code named "Operation Integrity" launched recently 
by ZIMRA following reports of corruption at the busy border post. 
(Herald, Hazare, July 29) 

b. Zesa, Iranian firm sign accord: Power utility 
Zesa Holdings Limited has signed a multi-billion- 
dollar joint venture agreement with FARAB Co of 
Iran to finance the expansion of Kariba South Power 
Station, executive chairman Dr Sydney Gata said. 


Although he could not give details of the transaction, project 
proposal documents to this effect show that FARAB has offered 
to pump in at least US$120 million in a joint venture deal worth 
US$260 million. 


The Kariba programme requires US$200 million to see it to 
completion in four years’ time. Under the deal, the Zimbabwe 
Power Company—a Zesa Holdings’ subsidiary—will retain 100 
per cent ownership of the Kariba power station, and in return 
offer the contract for construction and development of the station 
to FARAB. A down-payment on the foreign loan of US$18 million 
would have to be made while a Government guarantee was also 
required for the outstanding US$118 million, payable over 10 
years at an annual interest rate of 2,5 per cent. 


FARAB has also agreed to an-insurance cover amounting to 
at least 3 per cent of the total project costs. (Herald, Harare, 
July 28) 


{Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1728] 


` REGIONAL’ 





a. 5th AU Heads of State summit ends: The 
5th summit of Heads of State and Governments of 
the African Union (AU) closed, July 5, in Sirte, Libya, 
with the adoption of three documents. 


According to the Deputy Secretary General of the Economic 
Community of Central African States, the Angolan Ambassador 
Nelson Cosme, it was agreed that South Africa, Libya, Algeria, 
Nigeria and Egypt will pay contributions amounting to 75 per 
cent of the AU General Budget for the year 2005, and the other 
48 countries with pay the remaining 25 per cent. 


The diplomat indicated it was a Summit's consensus that the 
idea of the creation of a AU Government, under the supervision 
of the Commission Chairman, proposed by the current chairman, 
Alpha Omar Konari, should be analysed from technical point of 
view and from the perspective of the Executive Council. 


“Africa has changed, the Governments and the African States 
are carrying out more and more changes from the point of view 
of governance, of democracy, and could not conceive of the 
nomination of a non-elected government", the diplomat Nelson 
Cosme said. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, July 5) 


b. India gives $1.5-billion credit to help Africa 
fight HIV-AIDS: India has earmarked $1.5 billion in 
lines of credit to help Africa fight HIV-AIDS and 
other pandemics, Indian Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh said in message to the July 4-5 African Union 
summit in Sirte, Libya. 


The Prime Minister, in his communication to 53 heads of 
Government in the African Union, said India would encourage 
its pharmaceutical companies to establish production facilities 
in Africa to cater to the increasing requirement of affordable 
medicines and to participate in upgrading the delivery systems. 


The Government is putting together this initiative. India will 
link the lines of credit to the setting up of production facilities by 


` its pharmaceutical firms. As Africa moved firmly to take charge 


of its own destiny, the Prime Minister promised India’s active 
partnership in establishing democracy and good governance, 
expanding education and healthcare, building peace and democ- 
racy and bridging the digital divide. 


India had strengihs in several areas Africa was now focussed 
on. Dr Singh said his Government attempted to take this 
convergence into account by putting together a new India-Africa 
Partnership Initiative. 


Dr Singh referred to the September 16, 2004 announcement 
by the President A P J Abdual Kalam in South Africa that India 
would set up a Satellite network to connect all nations of Africa 
and provide instant connectivity among the leadership of all 53 
states. It would also create linkages for tele-education and 
tele-medicine, making use of the facilities in some of the best 
universities and hospitals of Africa and India, Dr Singh pointed 
out. This project would be wholly funded by India and 
implemented in the next 18 months. India and Africa had a stake 
in the efficient and effective functioning of the United Nations, 
Dr Singh said. 


Calling for revitalisation of the General Assembly and other 
bodies, he underlined that Asia, Africa and Latin American had 
to be represented in both the permanent and non-permanent 
categories in an expanded Security Council. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
July 6) 


{Previous issue Regional, page 1728] 
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ANGOLA 


a. Over 18,000 people sensitised to Marburg 
virus: The Red Cross of Angola (CVA) sensitised, 
in the northern Uige province, 18,526 people on the 
Marburg virus that caused over 300 deaths. 


CVA's national coordinator for disaster preparadness pro- 
gramme, Kiala SimFo, carried out the campaign during June and 
July with the aid of 38 voluntary workers. Among the sensitised 
are 7,379 men and 11,147 women in the districts of Uige, Songo, 
Quitexe, Puri, Negage and Bungo. 


During the period, the Red Cross distributed lixivium, soap, 
blankets, mosquito nets and untensils to help 355 people affected 
by the pathology. Red Cross work was supported by, among 
other entities, the World Health Organisation(WHO), the United 
Nations Children's Fund (Unicef), the Ministry of Assistance and 
Social Welfare and the World Food Programme (FAQ). (Angola 
Press Agency, Luanda, August 1) 


b. Journalist passes away: Angolan journalist 
Jose Wolo Kossi, a veteran professional with the 
Angolan News Agency (Angop), died on July 26, in 
Brasilia, Federative Republic of Brazil, following a 
long disease. 


Among other duties at Angop, Jose Wolo Kossi held the 
positions of Chief International Editor, Correspondent in Congo 
Brazzaville and Africa Bureau Editor, before being named Press 
Attache with the Angolan Embassy in Brazil. (Angola Press 
Agency, Luanda, August 9) 

[Background Info. Angola, p[age 1693] 
[Previous issue Angola, page 1717] 


BURUNDI 


a. IMF, World Bank Support $1.5 billion in debt 
relief for Burundi: 
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank's International 
Development Association (IDA) have agreed that 
Burundi has taken the steps for the enhanced 
Heavily indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative. 


Burundi becomes the 28th country for interim 
debt relief under the Initiative. 


Debt relief to Burundi under the enhanced HIPC Initiative wilt 
be US$826 million quarterly equivalent to 91.5 percerit of 
Burundi’s debt after traditional debt relief, and this will lower 
Burundi's debt service payments by about US$1.5 billion in 
nominal terms. 


IDA’s share of enhanced HIPC assistance to Burundi 
amounts to US$424.8 million (equivalent to US$773.0 million in 


The International Monetary 


nominal terms), which will be delivered through a 90 percent 
reduction in debt service on IDA credits from 2005-39. The IMF 
will provide assistance of US$27.8 million in NPV terms, which 
will be delivered through an average annual reduction in debt 
service payments of about 50 percent through 2015. Under the 
enhanced HIPC Initiative’s burden sharing approach, Burundi’s 
other creditors will provide the remainder of the Initiative’s debt 
relief. (World Bank, Washington, DC, August 4) 


b. UN Mission reports rights abuse by army, 
rebels: The UN Mission in Burundi (ONUB) has 
blamed the country’s only remaining rebel move- 
meni, the Front National de Libiration (FNL), and 
the regular army for human rights violations in the 
country. 


In its quarterly report for April-June, ONUB described the 
frequency of human rights violations as increasing; especially in 
the provinces of Bujumbura Rural and Makamba. It said in May 
alone the army and the FNL killed 53 people. 


"When perpetrators are not clearly identified, people tend to 
hold the FNL responsible. When perpetrators are identified, in 
many cases they are soldiers," Ismael Diallo, who heads ONUB 
Human Rights Division, said on Aug 2, at a news conference in 
the nation’s capital, Bujumbura. 


He said, so far, no soldier accused of rights abuses had been 
prosecuted because of a lack of cooperation by the military. 


However, army spokesman Maj. Adolphe Manirakiza denied 
the allegations against the military. He termed the report biased. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, 
August 5) 

{Background Info. Burundi, page 1705] 
{Previous issue Burundi, page 1729] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Thousands in urgent need of aid after 
heavy rains, says Minister: Central African 
Republic Social Affairs Minister Marie-Solange 
Pagonendji N’Dakala has appealed for local and 
international aid to thousands of people made 
homeless by heavy rains in the capital, Bangui. 


“Their living conditions are unbearable,” she said on Aug 9 
on national radio. The director of cabinet in the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Georges Antoine M’Baga said, “We have no means of 
helping the victims, the ministry has no money to respond to 
such disasters." The programme coordinator of the CAR Red 
Cross Society, Alphonse Zarambaud, said that roughly 6,500 
people were homeless. Worst affected were those in the city’s 
neighbourhoods of Sapeke, Bruxelles, Kangala and Petevo, 
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along the southern banks of the Ubangui River. However, 
Zarambaud said there were “enormous risks" of an epidemic 
because latrines and boreholes were overflowing. "The 
homeless are exposed to diseases such as malaria, yellow fever 
and cholera," he said. One of the victims, a mother who wished 
only to be identified as Clara, said: “tt is now more than two 
days that my child and | have been sleeping without food and 
covers. 


| have a fever and my baby is unwell." Zarambaud said the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, together with the CAR 
and French Red Cross societies agreed to provide blankets, 
tents, food and medicine to the victims. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Bangui, August 10) 


b. Fresh violence, rape drive thousands 
across border: More than 2,000 Central Africans 
have fled over the border into Chad in the past two 
weeks to escape village raids and some have 
reported seeing young girls raped during the 
attacks, a UN official said on July 26. 


George Menze, who works for the UN refugee agency 
(UNHCR) in the southern Chadian town of Gore, said refugees 
had told officials about men breaking into their homes, pillaging 
food, stealing livestock and raping girls. "The numbers are 
growing," he told IRIN by telephone. “In these conditions it is 
not likely peaple will be able to return anytime soon." 


Officials had put the number of newly-arrived refugees at 400 
recently. Menze said at least 2,200 Central Africans had sought 
refuge in Chad during the fortnight. The raids are the latest show 
of violence in northern Central African Republic, a country long 
gripped by unrest with a history of military coups and a volatile 
border with neighbouring Chad. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Dakar, August 2) 


[Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1719] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Fleeing Congolese return home: Some 40 
combatanis and over 100 civilians who had fled into 
western Uganda from the eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) have returned home, a 
Ugandan military spokesman said on Aug 9. 


"Those who were injured got treatment from us and have 
also returned," Lt Chris Magezi, the army spokesman in western 
Uganda, said. He said the situation is now calm although the 
Ugandan military was still on alert in case Ugandan rebel groups 
based on the DRC side of the border take advantage of the 
confusion to attack Uganda. The fighting took place in the DRC's 
eastern province of North Kivu around the border town of Ishasa, 
forcing civilian to flee into Uganda. 

Magezi said the fighting was between Mayi-Mayi militiamen 
and fighters from the former rebel movement Rassemblement 
Congolais pour la Democratie (RCD-Goma) which is now political 
a party to the DRC’s post-conflict government. "A big group of 
Mayi-Mayi fighters overrun a RCD-Goma group of fighters who 
then fled across the border," Magezi said. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Kampala, August 9) 
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Unidentified fever kills 12 diamond miners in Maniema, 
says OCHA: A local official of the UN humanitarian office, 
OCHA, said on Aug 5 that 12 diamond miners working in a pit 
84 km northwest of the town of Punia in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo's Maniema Province are dead and many others are 
seriously ill from what appears to be-a hemorrhagic fever. 


"Those infected vomit blood," said Gerson Brandao, the 
humanitarian affairs officer for the UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Maniema, in the east of the 
country. 





"This is likely an acute respiratory infection that has mutated 
into a hemorrhagic fever,” he added. Brandao said. He said the 
disease could have been caused by the condition in Punia and 
at the pit where 10,500 miners recently arrived following news 
of the discovery of diamonds. He said the health inspector for 
the Punia Health Zone had reported there was no drinking water 
in the area and that the miners worked in poor health conditions. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, 
August 5) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1730} 
[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1730] 


ERITREA 


a. Eritrean diplomat appointed UN repre- 
sentative: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan has appointed Azouz Ennifar of Tunisia as 
Deputy Special Representative of the UN Mission 
in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) to be based in 
Addis Ababa. 


Ennifar had completed a tour of duty in Kinshasa and 
Brazzaville as Ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo 
with accreditation to the Republic of Congo in 2002. He also 
served as Ambassador to Indonesia, Brazil and Italy, and has 
worked in the Tunisian embassy in Paris as Charge d'Affaires 
a.i. In 1994 he was appointed Ambassador to the United States, 
with accreditation to Mexico and Venezuela. Ennifar has also 
represented the Tunisian Government at the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). (Addis Tribune, Addis 
Ababa, August 5) 


[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1731] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Editor jailed for refusing to reveal source: 
A Newspaper editor has been imprisoned for 
refusing to reveal source. 


The Writers in Prison Committee of International PEN is 
concerned over the one-month prison sentence handed down 
to Tamrat Serbesa on August 5, for his refusal to reveal the 
source of a story in his newspaper Safanaw. 


Serbesa, who was initially arrested on 7 July and released 
a day later after posting bail, refused to reveal the name of the 
lawyer to the Supreme Court and so was held in contempt of 
court and sentenced. (international Freedom of Expression 
Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, August 11) 
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b. Ethiopia, EU sign 20.9 million birr accord: 
The Ministry of Finance and Economic Development 
(MoFED) said that a 20.9 million birr grant providing 
for undertaking a study on the situation of transpor- 
tation in Ethiopia was signed between the govern- 
ment of Ethiopia and the European Union (EU). 


Public Relations and Information Service Head with the 
Ministry, Getachew Admassu, said the Minister of MoFED, Sufian 
Ahmed and EU Development Fund Officer, Gary Quince, signed 
the 20.9 million birr grant agreement on July 29. (The Ethiopian 
Herald, Addis Ababa, August 6) 

c. Double taxation accord with Italy: An 
agreement between Italy and Ethiopia to avoid 
Double Taxation came into force on Agu 7. 

The Charge d’Affaires a.i.of the Embassy and the Ethiopian 
Foreign Ministry officials exchanged the instruments of ratifica- 
tion at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The agreement signed in Rome on 8th April 1997 would be 
applicable to residents of both Ethiopia and Italy. According to 
the agreement, Ethiopia and Italy will also exchange information 
on how to prevent tax evasion. (The Ethiopian Herald, 
Addis Ababa, August 10) 

{Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1732] 
[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1739] 


GABON 


a. Media Council orders suspension of news- 
paper: Gabon’s media regulatory council has 
indefinitely suspended the independent bimonthly 
newspaper Nku’u Le Messager over an editorial it 
says insulted the council, according to local news 
reports and the publication director. 


In a statement issued, Aug 9, the council said the suspension 
would be lifted only if the newspaper changed its editorial team. 


The decision follows an August 8 editorial by publication 
director Norbert Ngoua Mezui, criticizing the council’s composi- 
tion and saying that members were overpaid and lazy. The 
editorial called council members "bad film actors,” “uninspired 
sports writers,” and "a few journalists of generally little talent." 
Council President Pierre Marie Dong is a filmmaker, according 
to the PANA news agency. 


Mezui said the editorial came in response to a July 28 





statement by the council, a nine-member, government-controlled ` 


body known by its French acronym CNC. He said the CNC 
statement “arbitrarily classified the Gabonese newspapers into 
two categories, partisan ones and non-partisan ones." Nku’u Le 
Messager was put in the partisan category, Mezui said. 
(Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, August 11) 
[Background Info. Gabon, page 1732] 

[Previous issue Gabon, page 1624] 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Vieira officially declared President: Guinea- 
Bissau’s electoral commission on Aug 10 formally 
declared one-time military ruler Joao Bernardo 
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“Nino” Vieira president of the small West African 
country, dismissing his challenger’s claims that last 
month’s ballot had been fraudulent. 


Malam Mane, the electoral commission’s head, confirmed 
provisional results that Vieira had garnered 52 percent of the 
vote in the 24 July poll, with Malam Bacai Sanha, the candidate 
of the ruling African Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau 
and Cape Verde (PAIGC) trailing behind with 48 percent. 


"With these results, Vieira is elected president of Guinea- 
Bissau," Mane said, as soldiers stood guard with Kalashnikovs 
and grenade launchers. This presidential election was supposed 
to set the seal on Guinea-Bissau’s return to constitutional 
government after the civil war in 1998-1999 that was followed 
by several years of political instability. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Bissau, August 10) 


[Previous issue Guinea Bissau, page 1732] 


IVORY COAST 


a. More Ivorian refugees flee to Liberia: A new 
batch of Ivorian refugees to crossed into Liberia to 
escape a deteriorating security situation in their 
homeland. 


According to the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) Sub Office in Saclepea, more than 39 new 
refugees have been interviewed and resettled at the refugee 
camp near the town of Saclepea in Nimba County. 


UNHCR has provided assistance to the new refugees. They 
have been given shelters and clothing with materials on a 
prima-facie basis. The UNHCR official said many of the new 
refugees have been in Liberia for several months after they 
escaped heavy fighting in their country. 


Statistics show 657 ivorian refugees in the Saclepea camp 
and 102 in the Butuo Way Station in Zoe-Geh District, Northeast 
of Nimba. (Liberian Observer, Monrovia, August 10) 


b. Pro-Government militias spread fear 
among media: As Ctte d'ivoire prepares for 
presidential elections in October, Reporters Sans 
Frontieres, (RSF), the Committee to Protect Jour- 
nalists (CPJ) and Human Rights Watch report that 
pro-government militia are using the threat of 
violence to intimidate journalists and media outlets. 


On 26 July, members of the Young Patriots swarmed the 
headquarters of the national public broadcasters, Radio Tilivision 
ivoirienne (RTI) and Radio Ctte d'ivoire (RCI), in Abidjan, 
demanding that the stations air a speech by their leader Charles 
Bli Goudi, reported RSF. The speech urged followers to stop 
opposition demonstrations in government-controlled areas of the 
country. The militias also roamed several neighbourhoods and 
destroyed copies of opposition newspapers, including "Le 
Patriote" which supports the RDR, a party led by former Prime 
Minister Alassane Ouattara and “Le Nouveau Riveil’ which 
supports former President Henri Konan Bidii's PDCI party. (Interna- 
tional Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, 
Teronto, August 3) 


[Previous issue & Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1733] 
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LIBERIA 


a. Ninety-five illegal miners in UNMIL’s drag- 
net: Contrary to reports that security agents were 
active in arresting some of the happenings in the 
leeward counties, UNMIL has taken a giant step. 


The multinational force has been able to lay hands on several 
individuals who were allegedly engaged in illicit mining activities 
in Bong County. ’ 


Ninety-five suspected illegal miners of various nationalities 
were arrested by UNMIL following a tip-off. The arrests were 
made by a section of Quick Response Force (QRF) at Konneh 
farm in Bong County. 


Speaking to reporters, the Commander of Section of UNMIL 
Quick Response Force, Maj A A Edun, said the suspects who 
include women and men were arrested while travelling in a cargo 
lifting truck. 


According to him, the officers found shovels, cutlasses 
knives, diggers and other implements with the suspects. Besides, 
Major Edun told reporters that his men also found some Liberian 
currency of about LD$9,000 and a quantity of grass suspected 
to be marijuana. (The Analyst, Monrovia, August 12) 


Mysterious disease claims 135 lives in Sinoe: The 
outbreak of a mysterious disease has claimed the lives of some 
135 persons at the Butaw Oil Palm Corporation (BOPC) in Sinoe 
County. The disease kills barely three hours after attacking 
people, sources told the Daily Observer. 


A memcrandum issued by the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL) said in Greenville, Sinoe County, said the death 
of the 135 persons who were mostly illicit miners, has triggered 
the movement of hundreds of people from the BOPC mining site. 
Hundreds of people have been rushing to the port city of 
Greenville and other parts of Sinoe Court where there are reports 
of an upsurge of diamonds. 


After receiving the information regarding the rising death toll, 
the IPS (international police service) team in Sinoe, coordinated 
with the UNMIL commander of the Ethiopian Battalion and Sinoe 
County and county officials on the situation to deal with the 
situation. (Liberian Observer, Monrovia, August 11) 


[Previous issue Liberaia, page 1708] 


MALI 


a. Children are the hardest hit by famine: 
Emaciated baby Jibril is lucky. If he hadn’t been 
carried by his mother from their village in eastern 
Mali, to the main hospital in Gao on Aug 10, doctors 
say he would have been dead by Aug 11. 


Jibri’s mother coddles the limp child in her Jap as nurses 
bustle about mixing life saving formulas and recording vital 
étatistics—hsight, weight and age— that will be monitored over 
the four weeks they expect it will take for him to recover. The 
doctors estimate Jibril must be about a year old, but he weighs 
only 4.3 kilos. His target weight before he can leave the ward is 
6.2 kilos. 
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Within an hour of arriving at the hospital Jibril had been 
cajoled into drinking a plastic cup full of rehydration formula 
teaspoon by teaspoon, and is accepting some specially enriched 
milk, the first real food he has had in days. 


"This is a typical case of severe malnutrition, if he was any 
worse than this, he would be dead,” said Clara Marti Mashooka, 
the paediatrician for French NGO Action Contra la Faime working 
at Gao main hospital. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Gao, Aug 10) 


b. Aga Khan network and Mali sign accord: 
Moctar Ouane, Mali's Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and International Co-operation and Dr Shafik Sa- 
chedina, director of the Department of Diplomatic 
Affairs of the Ismaili Imamat, recently signed an 
agreement of cooperation between the Republic of 
Mali, the Ismaili Imamat and the Aga Khan Devel- 
opment Network (AKDN), a report said on Aug 8. 


| would like to emphasise that economic initiatives are only 
one part of the AKDN initiatives in Mali," said the Aga Khan, at 
the ceremony which marked the signing of the agreement. "We 
firmly believe that our social and cultural activities are just as 
important, and intend to have them expand substantially in the 
future,” he said. 


Meanwhile, President Blaise Campaor of Burkina Faso and 
the Aga Khan, who is also chairman of the Aga Khan 
Development Network, have launched the first microfinance 
agency, Premiere Agence de Microfinance (PAMF) in Quagadou- 
gou. (The East African, Nairobi, Aug 8) 


[Previous issue Mali, page 1723] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Mauritanian President ousted in military 
coup:—A military junta toppled Mauritania’s auto- 
cratic President on Aug 3 while he was abroad, 
replacing him with the longtime chief of this oil-rich 
desert nation’s police force. 


President Maaoya Sid’ahmed Ould Taya’s bloodiess over- 
throw on Aug 3 prompted celebrations in the Islamic nation that 
had looked increasingly to the West amid alleged threats from 
Al-Qaeda-linked militants. 


The junta promised to yield to democratic rule within two 
years, but African leaders, the United States and the European 
Union condemned the coup. African leaders declared the days 
of authoritianism and military rule must end across the 
continent. 


Taya arrived on Aug 3 in nearby Niger from Saudi Arabia, 
where he attended King Fahd's funeral. 


A junta statement published by the state news agency said 
Col Ely Ould Mohammed Val! was "President" of the military 
council that seized power. 


Col Vall, 55, has served as national police chief from 1987. 
Known for his calm and reserve, he was considered a close 
confidant of Taya for more than two decades. 
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The junta statement identified 16 other Army officers as 
members. Except for one captain, all are colonels, the highest 
rank in the country’s armed force. 


Taya himself seized power in a 1984 coup and dealt ruthlessly 
with those who opposed him. Taya had allied his overwhelmingly 
Muslim nation with the United States in the war on terror and 
with Israel. : 


The junta identified itself in a statement on the state-run news 
agency as the military council for justice and democracy. 


"The armed forces have unanimously decided to put an end 
to the totalitarian practices of the deposed regime under which 
Gur people have suffered much over the last several years," the 
statement said. Regional powerhouse Nigeria condemned the 
coup. (Asian Age, New Delhi, Aug 5) 

,b. Mauritania’s new government not recog- 
nised, says AU: The African Union has denied 
media report that it has recognised the military junta 
in Mauritania, saying that the coup and the junta 
remain condemnable until the country returns to 
democracy. 


The African Union delegation which went to Mauritania to 
look into the possibility of restoring normalcy after a coup ousted 
the government of president Ould Ahmad Taya, announced that 
it has suspended Mauritania from the AU council pending the 
restoration of a democratic government. 


In a statement made available to Daily Trust, the Foreign 
Minister, Oluyemi Adeniji, said the coup remains condemned by 
the African Union until there is commitment by the junta to return 
the country back to democracy. ` 


He denied that the AU is working with members of the 
international community to support the junta, saying that the junta 
remains suspended from the AU council until it quit. 


Adeniji said that the AU delegation went there not just to tell 
the junta to quit but to find a way of returning the country back 
to democracy. (Daily Trust, Abuja August 12) 

{Background Info. & Previous issue Mauritania, page 1698} 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Journalists welcome access to information 
bill: Media Institute of Southern Africa-Mozambique 
(MISA) have welcomed a draft bill that gives citizens 
the right to obtain information held by public 
authorities. 


After five years of consultations, the government has 
introduced the draft law of Mozambique on Access to Official 
Sources of Information that press freedom advocates hope will 
pave the way for greater transparency and government account- 
ability. According to MISA, the new law will help tackle corruption, 
an issue that has plagued the government in recent years. 
Despite laws which explicitly require ministers to declare their 
earnings, many are reluctant to do so. 

If the draft bill becomes law, which is expected to take place 


in the next two years, it will strengthen democracy and lead to 
greater participation of civil society, says MISA. 


Journalists in Mozambique have long accused the govern- 
ment of stonewalling attempts to get official information, reports 
IRIN News. "Journalists have so many problems accessing 
official information. 


| have been told to put questions in writing and only after 
doing that am | given the interview, which is far too late for the 
story", says Palmira Velasco, former editor of the independent 
weekly newspaper Demos. (international Freedom of Expres- 
sion Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, August 11) 


{Background Info. Mozambique, page 1709] 
[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1734] 


NAMIBIA 


a. SSC Chief Suspended: THE Social Security 
Commission's decision to invest N$30 million with 
an unproven asset management company, Avid 
Investment Corporation, claimed its most prominent 
head yet on Aug 11 when SSC Chief Executive 
Officer Tuli Hiveluah was suspended from his post. 


Hiveluah’s suspension was confirmed by the Deputy Chair- 
man of the SSC’s board of Commissioners, Dirk Sobotta, and 
also by SSC spokesperson Rino Muranda. 


Sobotta said Hiveluah had been suspended pending an 
internal investigation of the SSC's investment through Avid. 


The SSC's Commissioners recommended the suspension of 
the Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, who decided to 
implement the recommendation, Sobotta said. He said it was 
too early to say how long the suspension would last, as it would 
depend on the investigation and, possibly, a disciplinary hearing 
that might follow. 


The SSC’s General Manager: Operations, David Keendjele, 
will be acting as CEO in the meantime, Sobotta added. (The 
Namibian, Windhoek, August 12) 

[Previous issue Namibia, page 1699] 


NIGER 


a. Journalist detained for refusing to reveal 
source: On 25 July Moussa Douka, a journalist 
for the satirical weekly newspaper "La Griffe", was 
detained for several hours at the Criminal Investi- 
gation Department in Niamey, following an article 
he published in the same day’s edition of the paper. 
The journalist was summoned by police and 
released. 


According to MFWA’s sources in Niger, in the article Douka 
mentioned several cases of an alleged end-of-year secondary 
school examination fraud. The journalist alleged that a member 
of an examination board was assaulted by a woman for refusing 
to "cooperate: with her. 


The source said the police asked Douka to disclose the 
identity of the alleged culprits and also reveal the source of 
information. However, the journalist refused and was detained 
in a cell at the police station. (Foundation for West Africa, 
Accra, August 8) 
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Over 400,000 children at risk in Niger’s worst famine 


Rabe was carried by her mother over 100 km across Niger's 
hot and dusty terrain to the shade of an intensive care tent 

in the middle of a barren football field. l 
"| don't have enough money to buy her milk," said Rabe’s 
mother, who did not want to give her name. She had just been 
P accepted into Medecins Sans Frontieres’ (MSF) 
Sp otlight hospitalization camp in Maradi. MSF, the major 
aid agency underpinning Niger’s current relief effort, is calling 
the problem a "severe nutritional crisis" with an estimated 
400,000 children at risk in the Maradi region alone. "It could be 
double but, of course, we are.not able to reach them," explained 
Mego Terzain, MSF's field emergency coordinator. The scale of 
the crisis has prompted what Terzain believes is "the biggest 
nutritional operation in MSF’s history". In 2004, 10,000 children 
under severe malnutrition was admitted to MSF field hospitals 
and clinics in Niger. This year, from June 21 to July 17, MSF 

admitted 12,838 children. 


The first relief planes from France and aid agencies have 
just begun to arrive—the British Government has pledged an 
extra £4 millon for the World Food Programme’s emergency 
operation in Niger, bringing its total contribution to £3 million. 


PR kate to the weight of a newbom baby, six-month-old 


But as early as October 2004 the Niger Government 
announced there would be an acute problem from June this year. 


Too late to help? "I'm afraid it’s too late. The international 
community should have responded three months ago," said 
Terzain. Pinned to the wall behind him is a small graph with a 
thin line indicating a three-to-four-fold rise in the number of 
admissions, end he warns the worst is yet to come. "In August 
there are traditionally three times more admissions". 


Though the UN estimates that about 800,000 children are 
suffering from hunger in Niger, aid agencies are concentrating 
on those under the age of five—the worst affected of this number 
are between the ages of six months and two years old. "They 
are more fragile and not ready to fight disease,” explained 
Terzain. 


Niger is the second poorest country in the world, and although 
healthcare is not expensive, many mothers cannot afford to take 
their children to hospital. Last year's drought was exacerbated, 
especially in the north, by an invasion of locusts. As it is, 
four-fifths of northern Niger is desert, with very little agriculture 
and the country relies heavily on the savannah areas in the 
south, which are suitable for livestock and crops. 


“People of the north came south, anc if the food is not there 
then the whole village comes, so there is less food here," said 
- Abdou Bellas Marafa, the 381st chief of Canton Kyibir—an hour's 
drive from Maradi. The Niger government gives Chief Marafa 
food to distribute and he helps with "some cereal that | have," 
but he insists the most serious problem is lack of rain. "It rained 
half the normal amount last year," he said. There were other 
problems. "As the Sahara comes, the farms get smaller”. 


Desertification: The issue of desertification—the expansion 
of the Sahara desert southwards—means Niger’s agriculture wilt 


come under increasing stress as smaller yields are used to feed 
a growing population. There are 11 million people in the country 
but that figure is growing at 3.3 per cent. Over-grazing, soil 
erosion and deforestation—people will walk over 100 km for 
wood—has meant desertification is a problem that will only get 
worse across the whole northern area of west Africa. "The 
problem is not just in Niger but Mali, Nigeria and others,” said 
Chief Marafa. "But in these countries food is not a problem as 
their government pays". 


Unlike countries such as Nigeria that uses its massive oil 
revenues to import food, Niger’s economy of only $9 billion 
(£5.15 billion) depends on its main export, uranium, whose value 
has decreased dramatically since the nuclear arms race in the 
1980s. Niger's economic situation is further complicated because 
it is landlocked deep in western Africa? Supplies must be 
transported by road through unstable countries such as Ivory 
Coast or Togo. The country relies on its much wealthier 
neighbour, Nigeria. 

Two hours drive from the border inside is Maradi’s intensive 
care unit. With vital quipment and two doctors available day and. 
night, the mortality rate—in a country where infant mortality is 
as high as 12 per cent—has been kept to 5 per cent. 


Two children die on average each day. Rabe’s mother has 
had 11 children, of whom five have died in similar circumstances. 
The last one died two years ago aged 10 months. Rabe’s mother 
is no stranger to Niger’s problems. However, with her husband 
ill, she has planted this year’s crop by herself, hoping that with 
the rains it will be a good harvest. But the present problems 
threaten her future and the future of many others. No one is 
looking after it". (Guardian Newspapers Ltd, London/Hindu, New 
Delhi, July 27) 


[Previous issue Niger, page 1734] 


NIGERIA 


a. Judicial Council probes Supreme Court 
judge: The National Judicial council (NJC) has 
instituted a committee to investigate corruption 
charges against the Chief Justice of Nigeria (CJN), 
Justice Muhammad Lawal Uwais, some justices and 
principal officers of the Supreme Court. 


A highly placed source told Daily Trust that the committee 
has already sent out letters to the justices and some principal 
officers of the Supreme Court to appear before it and answer 
questions regarding the allegations. 


The NJC committee has also asked those principal officers 
of the Supreme Court who purchased the 8th All Africa Games 


- (COJA) BMW cars to come forward and explain how they 


acquired the funds to do so. 


The National Judicial Council’s Executive Secretary, Danladi 
Halilu, told Daily Trust in Abuja that he was not at liberty to 
comment, adding however, that he will neither confirm nor deny 
that investigations were on. The executive secretary in what. 
sounds like a contradiction of his earlier statement said the 
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matter was purely an internal affair and not meant for public 
consumption and refused to say when the committee i is expected 
to complete its assignment. 


The Chief Registrar of the Supreme Court, Dantami Senchi, 
told Daily Trust that he was not aware of any such investigations 
by the judicial council, adding that he has not yet been served 
any letter by the council. (Daily Trust, Abuja, August 12) 
[Background Info. Nigeria, page 1686] 

[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1735] 


SENEGAL 


a. Parliament votes to make ex-prime minister 
face special court: The Senegalese parliament 
on on Aug 3 voted to force former prime minister 
Idrissa Seck to face embezzlement charges before 
a special court reserved for criminal allegations 
against government officials. 


But opposition leaders are crying foul and say they will seek 
to have the vote rescinded. Seck, who served as prime minister 
to President Abdoulaye Wade from November 2002 until they 
fell out and Wade sacked him in 2004, is seen as a formidable 
political rival to the 78-year-old leader. 


Seck'’s case emerges at a time when Wade, a veteran 
opposition leader elected president in 2000, is increasingly 
coming under fire for cracking down on dissent in the West 
African country. 


In mid-July the Senegalese government charged that Seck 
misappropriated funds designated for public works projects in 
the city of Thihs where Seck is now mayor, Days later a judge 
charged Seck with "endangering national security” and ordered 
him to prison until a trial. The parliamentary vote was necessary 
because the body must consent to bringing Seck before the 
special ad-hoc court made up of senior judges and members of 
parliament. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Dakar, August 4) 


[Previous issue Senegal, page 1735] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Africanist movement condemns Mauri- 
tanian coup: The Africanist Movement-Sierra 
Leone has condemned the overthrow of the civilian 
government of President Ould Taya in Nouakchott 
Mauritania. 


"We remain absolutely opposed to the forceful replacement 
of government in any African state especially so when such 
changes are unreflective of the people’s desires and interests," 
a press statement issued on Aug 4 by the Movement said. 


Africanist Movement Director, Chernoh Alpha M. Bah, told 
journalists at a news conference on Aug 4 at the Mary Kingsley 
Auditorium, Fourah Bay College that developments in Mauritania 
would have a contagious effect on other neighboring states in 
the sub-region if action is not taken to reverse the coup in 
Nouakchott. 


"We recognize the fact that our people need redemption from 
the current appalling conditions permeating the continent, but 


African Chronicle 4747 


we believe such transformation should equally have the full 
support of the people and also bear the interests of those for 
whom it is undertaken," he says and adds that the people of 
Mauritania have no valid reason to justify the seizure of power 
in that country. "Considering the fragile nature of the current 
democratic dispensation in West Africa, we fear that this latest 
action of the military in Nouakchott has the propensity to fuel 
similar military insurrections in the sub-region and at the same 
time plunge our people into another wave of chaos and 
instability," Bah said and added that changes in governance in 
any part of the continent should be within the context of a genuine 
motive designed to salvage the people from poverty and 
economic hardship and not orchestrated by external diabolic 
factors. (Concord Times, Freetown, August 5) 


{Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1736] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Gold miners call off strike: South Africa’s 
gold-mining houses on Aug 11 began counting the 
cost of a crippling four-day strike after the unions 
formally accepted the Aug 10 revised offer of 
6%-7% wage increases. 


The industry-wide strike, which began at midnight on Aug 7 
was reportedly costing the sector R130m in revenue, or 40000 
oz of gold, a day. 


SA accounts for 15% of global gold output and the sector 
contributes 2% to the country's gross domestic product. Sparked 
by the Chamber of Mines’ insistence on a 5% wage increase 
instead of the 12% demanded by the workers, the strike quickly 
grew to be one the biggest in 18 years sucking in members of 
the key unions, the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) and 
Solidarity. 


The chamber, which represents all mining houses in wage 
negotiations, said the mineworkers were expected to resume 
work, 


The unions and the chamber also agreed that wage 
increases next year would be one point above inflation. 
According to the agreement, the companies would, in addition 
to the pay increases, offer a "living out" allowance of R1000 and 
a transformed provident fund catering for a secured retirement 
portion and a 1% employer contribution to the risk portion. The 
parties also agreed on R10,000 funeral cover. (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, August 12) 


b. Penuell Maduna back as kingpin in new 
fuel giant: An empowerment consortium led by 
former justice minister Penuell Maduna is poised to 
take a R2,5-billion stake in Uhambo, the fuel refining 
and retail giant that will be created if Sasol’s fuel 
business is permitted to merge with Engen. 

Worldwide Africa Investment Holdings, owned by MTN CEO 
Phutuma Nhleko, SAA CEO Khaya Ngqula and entrepreneur 
Max Maisela, along with Standard Bank, Sanlam and Old Mutual, 
is in line for a similar amount. 

Sasol and Engen will each take 37.5% of Uhambo, with 
Worldwide and Tshwarino each in fine for 12,5%. Coastal refiners 
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like Shel! and BP, who compete with both Engen and Sasol, to the Highveld, and they are asking the Competition Tribunal 
believe the deal will create a dominant, vertically integrated, to block the merger. (Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg, 
player that could use its virtual monopoly on the supply of fuel August 12) - 


Judge with HIV inspires hope 


dwin Cameron is one of the most influential members of Buried his grief: Cameron buried his grief in schoolbooks, 
South Africa's new legal and intellectual elite. A former | but he felt the parental abandonment so strongly that it was not 


Rhodes scholar, he was human rights lawyer during | until the late nineties that he felt able to tell even close friends 
apartheid and one of the first judges appointed by Nelson Mandela that he had grown up in children’s home 


when he became president in 1994. | ae É g ae i’ i 
| Spotlight | Now in his early fifties, he is a respected t was in 1999, during an interview or a position as a judge, 
; 3 ; that he revealed he was HIV positive. 
supreme court judge and chair of the governing 


council of the University of the Witwatersrand. He also had AIDS. He is still in a lonely position: "I am the only public 
officebearer in South Africa to have chosen to make public my 


status", Once he did go public, Cameron became increasingly 
vociferous, culminating in an infamous lecture at Harvard 
University in which he compared those who tried to deny the 
It is remarkable, not only because of the taboos that still cling AIDS epidemic with Holocaust deniers. 

to HIV and AIDS in South Africa but also because it marks how Anxieties over race and sex contributed to the African 
far the country has come—for Cameron's memoir about his | denials. In an attempt to explain why the AIDS epidemic took 
struggle with the virus has gone straight into South Africa's | off with such virulence amongst heterosexual Africans, some 
bestseller list. experts suggested "differential sexual behaviour". 


It is a moving book that picks its way through the quagmire But Comeron’s response is: "White stereotyping of black 


Mandela’s praise: On August 4 his autobiography, Witness 
fo Aids, will be launched in Britain. Its publication had fed 
Mandela to dub him ‘one of South Africa’s new heroes’. 





of South African AIDS politics. It is also intensely personal, sexuality and sexual conduct continues into the 21st century. It 
recording the ‘single incautious episode of unprotected receptive | is not wholly surprising that the conventional approach to HIV 
sex during Easter 1985’ during which he became infected, the | entails a damning judgment on Africans’ sexual behaviour’. 
shock of discovering he was HIV positive and the illness that They see in this a consolidation of hundreds of years_of 
drove him to start antiretroviral treatment in 1997. At the time, prurient Western preoccupation with African sexuality”. 

it was so expensive that it cost a third of his salary. Conscious His own theory: Cameron has his own theory about the 
of his privileged position compared with most of five million South prevalence of AIDS. Bubonic plague in the mid-1300s left parts 
Africans estimated to have HIV, he campaigned against phar- | of Europe untouched. Neither historians nor epidemiologists can 
maceutical companies’ drug patents that kept the price of | explain it but one possibility is that these populations and genetic 
antiretroviral drugs unaffordably high. variations, which rendered them immune. 

Cameron believes genetic variations could render Africans 
more vulnerable to HIV transmission. After several yeas of denial 
over HIV and AIDS, South Africa’s President Thabo Mbeki has 
shifted his position, and the government has introduced universal 
antiretroviral treatment. (Guardian Newspapers Lfd, London/Hindu, 
New Delhi, Aug 3) 

{Previous issue South Africa, page 1737] 


Cameron, who is openly gay, is fit, lean and tall. It is hard 
to believe he harbours the lethal virus that he writes so powerfully 
about: "I know that | have AIDS. | know it every day, every hour, 
in my working and thinking and playing. 


") feel it as | take my tablets twice daily, as | wait with 
repressed but still perceptible anxiety for my doctor’s twice-yearly 
blood checks, when | watch heart in mouth for news of fresh 
breakthroughs in viral knowledge and treatment. SUDAN 

a. Salva Kiir sworn in vice president: Southern 
Sudan leader Salva Kiir vowed to work towards the 
unity of Sudan as he was sworn in as first 
vice-president on Aug 11, following the death of his 
predecessor John Garang in a helicopter crash on 
July 30. 

The sombre ceremony, half a eulogy to Garang, half a 
celebration of Kiir’s arrival, took place at the Presidential palace 

His own story weaves in and out of it. His father was an in Khartoum in front of officials from the government and the 
alcoholic who abandoned his family. The six-year-old Cameron | former Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) rebel. 
and his two sisters were sent to a children’s home because his Soldiers and military vehicles swarmed the capital, and there 
mother was unable to care for them. A year later, a sister died was no repeat of the scenes of jubilation that accompanied 
in a traffic accident. Garang’s return to take up the same post over a month ago. 


"I know it too when I see increasing number of gaunt, energy 
less fellow South Africans who lack the access and benefits and 
protections | enjoy". 


At his home Cameron talked about the levelling effects of 
AIDS—"fear of death, fear of sickness, fear of isolation, fear of 
rejection: those are issues of the epidemic and they are common 
to everyone". The book is an appeal on behalf of all people living 
with AIDS. 


July 30-August 12, 2005 


African Chronicle 


1749 





_ While pictures of Kiir and President Omar Hassan al-Bashir 
decorated the grounds, pride of place was reserved for a huge 
photograph of Garang signing the January peace deai with 
Bashir, which led to his joining the government for a mere three 
weeks before his death. “Garang is not dead, for he who lives 


Guerilla turn 


John Garang—1945-2005 


central government in Khartoum, Sudan. Unfortunately, he 
could last only 22 days in office as Vice-President of the 
country. 
Garang died in a helicopter crash on July 30 near the border 
with Uganda while returning to Khartoum after a meeting with 
; his close ally and long-time friend, Yoweri 
Museveni, the President of Uganda. The Rus- 
sian-made Mi-17 helicopter he was travelling in was part of the 
Ugandan President's personal fleet. Six of Garang’s associates 
were also killed in the crash, along with six crew members. 


J ohn Garang spent 22 years fighting a guerilla war against the 


It was the first of his scheduled visits abroad after assuming 
office. According to observers, Museveni wanted the urgent help 
of Garang and the Sudanese government in bringing to heel the 
Lords Resistance Army (LRA), a rebel paramilitary group that 
operates along the Sudan-Uganda border. Despite the best 
efforts of the Ugandan security forces, the LRA continues to 
operate with impunity. Garang had planned to go to Nairobi to 
thank the Kenyan government for its role in the peace talks that 
led to an agreement to end Africa’s longest running civil war, 
which had claimed more than two million lives and displaced 
more than three million people in Sudan. 


Garang was the undisputed leader of the Southern Sudanese 
people. At the time of his death, he seemed to be turning into 
a statesman with the capability of emerging as the leader of a 
united Sudan. After the news of Garang’s death filtered in, there 
were widespread riots in Khartoum, which is home to more than 
three million people from southern Sudan. Many of them believed 


` that Garang’s death was the result of a conspiracy hatched by 


those in the Sudanese establishment who were against the 
peace deal and the concessions made to the South. 


The riots in Khartoum lasted for more than three days, 
resulting in more than 130 deaths and widespread damage to 
property. The leadership of the Southern Sudanese Liberation 
Movement (SPLM) was quick to issue a statement saying that 
it did not suspect any foul play in the death of its leader. United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, while condoling the death 
of Garang, said that all indications were that his death was due 
to an accident. Museveni has ordered a high-level inquiry into 
the causes leading to the helicopter crash. 


It was only after protracted peace talks lasting many years 
that a comprehensive peace agreement was signed in January 
between the government in Khartoum and the SPLM. The 
agreement emphasized that Sudan was a pluralist and multi-eth- 
nic country. It paved the way for Garang to assume the post of 
First Vice-President in the Sudanese government. Under the 


on in the hearts and minds of millions shall never die," Kiir said. 
The peace deal ended Africa's longest civil war and envisages 
a new Coalition government, wealth sharing, democratic trans- 
formation and a southern referendum on secession from the 
north in six years. (New Vision, Kampala, August 12 


ed statesman 


agreement, Garang was to share power with President Omar 
Bashir and the Second Vice-President Ali Osman Taha. 


As Vice-President, Garang was given complete charge of 
running the affairs of southern Sudan, which abounds in mineral 
wealth, including huge oil deposits. Oil revenues and resources 
are to be shared equally between the North and the South. The 
peace agreement provides for a referendum in the South on the 
issue of independence. On assuming office, Garang said his first 
priority would be to solve the problem in Darfur. He also 
emphasized that he stood irrevocably for the unity of the country. 


Big crowds greeted Garang when he came to formally 
assume his post in Khartoum in July. Millions of residents, 
Muslims as well as Christians, turned up at a public stadium to 
listen to him. Many northerners, disillusioned with the established 
parties as well as the present government looked to him to 
provide leadership. Sudan is scheduled to go in for elections in 
four years. According to observers, Garang could have emerged 
as a viable candidate for the presidency, given his wide 
acceptability. As part of the peace deal, the Sudanese constitu- 
tion was amended to allow non-Muslims to hold the top post. 
One of the important reasons for the South's alienation was the 
promulgation of Sharia law in the North. 


According to Abdalmahmood Abdalhaleem, the Sudanese 
Ambassador in India, Garang always swore by the unity of Sudan 
while many of his other associates in the struggle against the 
central government in Khartoum were openly calling for sezes- 
sion from the North. Garang was aware that given the nature of 
politics in the South (which has hundreds of dialects and tribes), 
it would be difficult to maintain the facade of unity in the SPLM 
for long. The SPLM has, in the last two decades, split into many 
factions, though the grouping led by Garang remained dominant 
throughout. It was because of Garang’s persona and interna- 
tional stature that the South could speak at the negotiating table 
in one voice. Besides, it is well known tha®it was the Bush 
administration that brokered the peace agreement. 


Garang, who was fluent in Arabic, English and Dinka, had 
hoped to lead Sudan as head of a progressive government in 
the 1980s. He had a Ph.D in Agriculture Economics from the 
lowa State University in the US. He founded the Southern 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) in 1983. He was a full Colonel 
in the Sudanese army but deserted and raised the banner of 
revolt against the erratic rule of President Jaffar Nimeiry, who 
had not honoured an earlier peace agreement with the South. 
Garang, who belonged to the Dinka tribe, which is numerically 
the biggest in the South, was sent to the region to quell a rebellion 
in 1982, but stayed on to emerge as the new guerilla leader. 
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In the 1980s, Garang called himself a revolutionary and 
openly flaunted his Marxist leanings. He, also with Museveni, 
looked to tha radical leaders in the African continent and the 
East Bloc for support. Former,Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam provided Garang and the SPLM with logistical and 
political support. Those were heady days in the African continent. 
The decolonization process was in its final throes, and revolu- 
tionary regimes had replaced colonial powers in Angola and 
Mozambique. 


However, with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 
overthrow of Mengistu in the early 1990s, Garang changed tack. 
Washington at the time was busy destabilizing the left-wing 
governments on the continent and had tasted first blood in 
Ethiopia. Garang did not waste much time in switching allegiance 
to Washington and the new rulers who emerged in the Horn of 
Africa. Instead, Garang developed a strong rapport with Christian 
Churches and right-wing groups in the US and Europe. Christian 
missionary groups have been very active in highlighting the 
cause of the SPLM on the global stage. 


The Islamist influence on the government in Khartoum in the 
1990s, coupled with the strong linkage Sudan had with countries 
such as Iran and Iraq at that time, gave successive American 
administrations the rationale to prop up Garang and the SPLA, 
militarily and financially. s 


The SPLA, under Garang, has been accused by many human 
rights groups of serious human rights violations in the South, 
especially against non-Dinka ethnic groups. Garang himself was 
known for his authoritarian ways and was known to have 
suppressed dissent. Many of his close associates complained 
that he never tcok them into confidence while negotiating the 
peace deal with Khartoum. 


Among those who were openly bitter about Garang’s style 
of functioning is the new SPLM chief, Salva Kiir Mayardit. In fact, 
before Garang’s death there were indications that the two had 
fallen apart. Salva Kiir, not very enthusiastic about the concept 
of a united Sudan, had openly criticized the peace deal. However, 
he had been quick to reiterate that he will stick to the path Garang 
embarked upon: He will also be assuming the post of Vice-Presi- 
dent of the country. 


Silva Kiir is a long-serving military strategist of the SPLA and 
has been with Garang from the beginning. His military exploits 
have made him a popular figure in the South. Like Garang, he 
too was originally in the Sudanese army. Interestingly, Salva Kiir, 
when asked about the need for "one Sudan", after Garang’s 
demise, said "Let us cross the bridge when we reach it". He was 
referring to the referendum on the issue of a united Sudan, which 
is due to be held in six years. 


The Amerisan ambassador in Khartoum was quick to meet 
` with Salva Kiir as the Bush administration wants the peace 
process in Sudan to continue for the time being at least. The 
fear is that with Garang gone, the secessionists in Saudan will 
again get the upper hand. (John Cherian in Frontline, Madras, 
Aug 26) 

{Background Info. Sudan, page 1725} 

[Previous issue Sudan, page 1738] 


TANZANIA 


a. Political parties sign election code: Twelve 
of Tanzania’s 18 registered political parties signed 
a code of conduct on Aug 10 which lays out rules 
for the country’s general elections in October. 


When the election campaign starts on August 21, candidates 
will be obliged to campaign in the national language of Swahili, 
rather than in other local languages or English. The five-page 
document, which is written in Swahili, calls itself “an agreement 
between political parties, the government and the National 
Electoral Commission (NEC)". According to one rule, "the 
government-owned media, both print and electronic, must 
provide fair coverage to all political parties throughout the 
campaigning period". This requires that all candidates should get 
equal air time in public media for campaigning. Other require- 
ments are that authorities should not interfere with NEC-sched- 
uled rallies; NEC should not change the campaigning timetable 
without full consultation; religious leaders should not engage in 
campaigns; politicians should not use places of worship as 
campaign venues; and security organs should not use excessive 
force in maintaining order. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, August 11) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1738] 


TOGO 


a. Law to crack down on child traffickers: 
Togo’s parliament.unanimously passed a law slap- 
ping tough punishment on child traffickers, their 
accomplices and in some cases the parents of 
victims. 


The move comes some two months after the US State 
Department warned Togo and a some countries to take action 
against trafficking or face sanctions. At present there are no 
legal means to punish traffickers in Togo, according to aid 
workers in the country. Child rights advocates are praising the 
legislation, passed on Aug 3, but caution it is only the first step 
in a long process to protect the country’s children. 


Under the law child traffickers and their collaborators could’ 
face up to 10 years in prison and fines of up to 10 million CFA 
francs (US $18,875). Up to now anyone found to be trafficking 
children is simply let go after one or two days in detention, Delali 
Kpeglo, child rights advisor with Plan International in Togo, 
explained. 


The child protection law has been a long time in coming. 
Rights groups say international pressure pushed the Togolese 
government to finally take action. . 


The US State Department named Togo as one of 14 countries 
- the only one in West Africa - that are not doing enough to halt 
international child trafficking. The State Department gave these 
"worst offenders" 90 days to take action against the scourge or 
face sanctions. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Lome, August 4) 


[Background Info. Togo, page 1726] 
[Previous issue Togo, page 1739] 
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UGANDA 


a. K’jong warriors kill 6 soldiers: A month after 
Karimojong warriors killed seven UPDF soldiers in 
Nakapiripirit, they have killed six more soldiers and 
wounded three others during a clash in Lotome, 
Moroto district on Aug 1. The 3rd Division spokes- 
man, Lt Gabriel Lomongin, confirmed the army lost 
six soldiers. 


Sources earlier claimed that 10 soldiers had been killed after 
the UPDF killed one civilian near the kraals of Jimmy Lomakol, 
executive director, of Karamoja Private Sector Development 
Promotion Centre. (The Monitor, Kampala, Aug 12) 


Government suspends issuing Radio licences: The 
Minister of State for Information said the government has 
suspended ‘issuing licenses to new FM radio station until further 
notice. 


Dr James Nsaba Buturo siad, "The government has decided 
to stop issuing new licenses having observed that there is now 
a serious retrogression and technical mismanagement of the 
frquency spectrum". 


He said this follows lack of control and a framework within 
which to regulate the broadcast frequency spectrum. 


Buturo was on addressing the weekly press briefing at his 
office at Nakasero. i 


He said the suspension would remain in-place until a new 
framework to regulate radio stations is put in place. 

The Chairman of the Broadcasting Council (BC), Godfrey 
Mutabazi, said after a study done by a South African consultant, 
it was concluded that the broadcasting industry was operating 
in’a haphazard manner. "The consultant found out that the 
industry was in a mess with no planning whatsoever. There is 
need for us to re-organise the industry so that it is run according 
to international standards," Mutabazi said on Aug 5. (The 
Monitor, Kampala, August 10) 


[Background Info. Uganda, page 1727] 
{Previous issue Uganda, page 1739] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Zambia deports suspected terrorist to UK: 
There is no airline which can carry suspected 
terrorist Haroon Rashid Aswat, home affairs perma- 
nent secretary: Peter Mumba said. 


Confirming the deportation of Aswat by the Zambian 
authorities on Aug 7 for terrorism related activities in Big Oregon, 
Mumba said the British government-had chartered a plane for 
Aswat and he was flown to London. He said Aswat had been 
deported to the United Kingdom because he was a citizen of 
that country. 


Asked about the rationale behind Zambia's quick extradition 
of Aswat when Britain had failed to extradite Attan Shansonga 
who is still wanted for corruption cases, Mumba said he could 
not comment on that since issues of the Task Force did not fall 
under the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
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"But that’s a good observation, though,” he said: Aswat had 
been linked to the July 7 attacks in London, when four suicide 


” bombers murdered 52 people. 


There have been suggestions that he was the mastermind 
behind the bombings. 


There have been ‘reports that in the run-up to the July 7 
attacks, the bombers made around 20 calls to Aswat's mobile 
phone. The US also wants him. (The Post, Lusaka, August 8) 
[Previous issue Zambia, page 1727] 


ZIMBABWE 


‘a. Zimbabwe mortgages 25 percent of exports 
to China: Zimbabwe, whose international creditwor- 
thiness is currently in a shambles, might have 
played into China’s hands by tying itself to an 
ambitious loan service structure that commits 25 
percent of exports to the Asian country. 

According The Financial Gazette, the loan service structure, 
still to be explained fully to the public, would require a quarter 
of Zimbabwe's export receipts to go towards servicing loans 
advanced by China. 


Technically, it may take several years for the country, ravaged 
by drought and plummeting foreign exchange earnings, to 
extinguish its current obligations with Chinese firms before it:can 
even start on new loans. . 


"It might, therefore, take a number of years for'us to fully 
pay off our existing debts before we can talk of new loans," said 
our source. A six-day visit to China by President Robert Mugabe 
and his entourage, which was, however, marred by a damning 
United Nations report on a controversial clean-up operation, saw 
the signing of several Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) of 
which the finance cooperation agreement on exports was one 
of them. 


Reports say apart from a 50 million yuan (about US$6 million) 
grant dished out to Zimbabwe to finance grain imports and 100 
computers secured for local schools, the high-powered delega- 
tion largely returned empty-handed. (Financial Gazette, Harare, 
August 12) 

b. Mozambican president Chissano ap- 
pointed mediator in domestic political crisis: 
Former Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano 
was appointed on Aug 10 by incumbent African 
Union Chairperson Olusegun Obasanjo as mediator 
in the political crisis between the two main political 
forces in Zimbabwe. 

"The chairperson has appointed Chissano to mediate in the 
crisis in Zimbabwe between (the ruling) Zimbabwe African 
National Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-FP) and the Movement for 
Democratic Changes (MDC)’, said Assane Ba, ace and Security 
department.. The Harare daily “Herald” wrote that Obasanjo has 
asked Chissano to start the mediation process as soon as 
possible, and it is believed that Chissano has already started 
the contacts. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, 
Maputo, August 10) 

[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1739] 
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Corruption crippling Africa’s growth 


fighter came about two years ago when her son told her 
not to visit his boarding school. Obumneme Akunyili, age 
13, did not want anyone to know that she was his mother. 


O: of Dora Nkem Akunyill’s lowest moment as a corruption 


It was not out of shame. Since becoming Nigeria's top food 
and drug regulator in 2001, she had broken the back of an illicit 
trade that had flooded Nigeria with fake medicine, taking on 
importers, distributors and an array of officials willing to risk 

` Nigerian lives for a bribe. But her son feared what might happen 
should her enemies track him down. So he told everyone that 
his mother was an aunt. "That caused me a lot of pain," Mrs 
Akunyili said. "He denied | was his mother. But the young boy 
saw the danger". In Nigeria, even children understand corrup- 
tion's menace, and so do the donors that have poured more than 
$300 billion into African nations since 1980——and watched too 
much of it vanish into a sinkhole of fraud, malfeasance and 
waste. 


Now the efforts of reformers like Mrs Akunyili are being 
scrutinized at meetings where donor countries consider aid to 
Africa, as leaders of the Group of 8 industrialized nations did in 
early July in Scotland. The meeting was billed as a turning point 
for Africa, where the billions have begun to flow again. Foreign 
aid to the continent reached a 17-year low in 1999, but in May, 
the richest nations agreed to write off $40 billion in loans owed 
by the world's 18 poorest countries, all but four of them in Africa. 


No African nation show up the challenge quite like Nigeria, 
which is both hampered by corruption and trying to control it. 
Awash in oil and gas that has flooded its treasury with $300 
billion in the past 20 to 30 years, Nigeria remains utterly destitute, 
in no small part because of waste and graft. Officials like Mrs 
Akunyili have scored some victories, but few corrupt officials 
have been convicted and millions of aid dollars still go astray. 
So donors are confronted with the question in Nigeria, as in 
much of Africa, of how much improvement is enough. 


Corruption has not only robbed Africa of money to help lift 
some of the world’s poorest people out of poverty. Around the 
world, it has also stalled economic development and tarnished 
people’s faith in government and, often, democracy itself. 


-~ Aid by the industrialized nations is on the rise: both the 
European Union and the United States propose to double their 
assistance by 2010. But new aid is increasingly dependent on 
proof that its recipients are controlling corruption and governing 
wisely. The Commission for Africa, which Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of Britan established in 2004, concluded in a report in 


March that “without progress in governance,” including tackling 
corruption, “all other reforms will have limited impact". 


Still, how high to set the good-governance bar—and deciding 
who clears it—is in the eye of the donor. Jeffrey D Sachs, a- 
Columbia University economist who wrote a December 2004 
report to the United Nations on fighting poverty, said that at least 
two dozen poor nations, many in Africa, are well-enough run to 
manage a rapid infusion of aid. The Bush administration’s 
Millennium Challenge Account, set up in 2004 to promote 
economic growth in poor countries, says just seven impoverished 
African nations qualify, with another six on the verge.A study by 
the World Bank found that between 1996 and 2004, the quality 
of governance deteriorated in as many African countries as it 
improved. Kenya is a painful illustration: a government ushered 
in two years ago on an anticorruption platform saw its widely 
respected anticorruption czar quit in frustration in February, 
apparently because his work was thwarted. The United States 
and Germany quickly withdrew nearly $10 million in aid. Whether 
the new wave of African aid avoids the pitfalls of the past 
depends not just on its recipients, development specialists say, 
but also on the donors, who have often pushed poorly devised 
projects, refused to coordinate their efforts or demands with one 
another and failed to monitor the impact of their largesse. Foreign 
aid must be tied to teaching poor nations how to build 
accountability into their governmenis, development specialists 
contend. In some countries, it is not even clear whether the 
executive branch or the parliament controls the budget, said 
Steven Radelet, a senior fellow for the Washington-based Center 
for Global Development. He warned, however, that such 
improvements typically require generations to take root. Nigeria 
is one of many nations where aid has been wasted, or simply 
stolen. Lagos, home to 15 million of Nigeria’s 137 million people, 
is among the world's most troubled cities, replete with open 
sewers, foul tap water, garbage-strewn roads and traffic that 
perennially seems at a standstill. When Mrs Akunyili took over 
as director of Nigeria’s National Agency for Food and Drug 
Administration four years ago, perhaps four-fifths of her agency's 
regulators were corrupt, she said in a recent interview. Even 
worse, two in three drugs sold publicly were either unregistered 
or unsafe for consumers. Mrs Akunyili knew the danger well: her 
sister, Vivian, a diabetic, died in 1988 after what she believes 
was an injection of fake insulin. But she continued to fight against 
corruption and has helped clean up the drug industry. (Sharon 
LaFraniere in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Aug 6) 


{Previous issue Regional, page 1740] 
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ANGOLA 


a. Immunisation campaign after new out- 
break of polio: United Nations agencies are 
carrying out a series of immunization campaigns 
in Angola, after the West African country recently 
reported six cases of polio despite having been 
polio-free since 2001. 


To contain the new outbreak, the World Health Organization 
(WHO), together with the UN Children’s Fund (Unicef), European 
and North American donors and other partners, is carrying out 
a series of immunization campaigns using a combination of 
monovalent oral polio vaccine (mOPV) in the affected areas and 
trivalent oral polio vaccine in the rest of the country. 





WHO spearheaded an earlier campaign in July. Genetic 
sequencing of the type-1 wild poliovirus in the first case confirmed 
in late June, showed that it originated in India and other scientific 
evidence suggested a recent importation, but the affected family 
had never travelled out of the country. 


Because the two recent most cases were found near Angola's 
borders with the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 
Zambia, WHO has been discussing with the Congolese authori- 
ties the possibility of immunizing people in the DRC-Angolan 
border region. (UN News Service, New York, Aug 17) ` 


b. Explosive device kills 7: At least seven 
people, among them children, have died:and six 
were seriously wounded on Aug 17 at Cacuso 
district, 72 km off Malanje city, all victims of an 
explosive device explosion. 


According to a source with the municipal administration, 
contacted by Angop in Malanje city, the incident happened in a 
neighbourhood of Cacuso municipality, when the victims were 
dancing around a bonfire. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, 
Aug 18) 

[Previous issue Angola, page 1741] 


BURUNDI 


a. Northern Provinces come under FNL at- 
tack: The only remaining Burundian Hutu rebel 
movement, Front National de Libration (FNL), has 
` for the first time since 1993 intensified its attacks, 
moving its offensive from the traditional strongholds 
of Bujumbura Rural and Bubanza provinces to other 
areas in the north of the country. 


National army spokesman Maj Adolphe Manirakiza said FNL 
attacked an army position in Matongo and Muruta communes, 





north Kayanza Province, on Aug 16 and looted from several 
families. The rebels did not kill any civilians but, Manirakiza said, 
"FNL lost two combatants.” 





FNL fighting was also reported in Musigati Commune, 
Bubanza Province, near the Kibira Forest. The army pounded’ 
the rebels with warplanes; a weapon that Manirakiza said was 
used because it was difficult to penetrate the forest and not 
because the rebel force was powerful. 


"We did not want to take any risk," he added. The FNL’s lack 
of strength, Manirakiza said, was evidenced in its reluctance to 
engage the army in combat. 


The UN Mission in Burundi (ONUB), which has deployed 
military observers, would not comment on the current increase 
in FNL attacks. "ONUB observers are still monitoring the situation 
on the ground,” Maj Adama Diop, the ONUB military spokes- 
man, said. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bujumbura, Aug 17) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1741] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. UN agency relocating refugees: The United 
Nations refugee agency has begun relocating some 
of the thousands of refugees newly arrived in 
Southern Chad from neighbouring Central African 
Republic (CAR) to the Amboko camp, the cosest 
refugee settlement to the border 


The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said on 
Aug 26 so far more than 800 people, many fleeing their villages, 
have been transferred to join approximately 21,000 other CAR 
refugees. Approximately half of the new arrivals cite insecurity 
in their villages as the reason for leaving. 


The transfer began on Aug 23 with two convoys departing 
from the village of Bekoninga, where most of the refugees have 
been staying since their arrival in Chad. 


It expects the transfer of all new arrivals to take two weeks 
and, once completed, Amboko camp will have reached its full 
capacity of 27,000 people. 


Finding a new camp is a high priority for its staff on the 
ground because it would enabie them to cope with any new 
influx from CAR, UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told 
journalists during a briefing in Geneva, adding, over the weekend 
it learned of a further 300 new refugees from CAR. (UN News 
Service, New York, Aug 26) 


[Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1741] 


1754 African Chronicle . 





CHAD 


a. Journalist sentenced to 12 month jail: On 
15 August, a N’Djamena court sentenced Sy 
Koumbo Singa Gali, publication director for the 
independent "L’Observateur”, to 12 a month prison 
without parole and a 100,000 CFCA fine (approx. 
°US$188:152 euros) for an interview the paper had 
published with another jailed "Observateur" journal- 
ist, Garonde Djarma. 


Koumbo was taken into custody at the N’Djamena detention 
centre, where she will join three other journalists jailed in ay 
and facing heavy sentences. 


” The‘ case against Koumbo arose from comments made by 
Djarma during the interview. The journalist alleged his arrest had 
been the result of "Janjaweed manipulation." The term "Jan- 
jaweed" was meant to imply Chadian Arabs. 


In response to Chad's deteriorating press freedom situation, 
JED, which also manages the alerts network for the Central 
African Media Organisation (Organisation des Mdias d'Afrique 
Centrale, OMAC, of which Chad is a member), sent one of its 
members to Chad. 


The envoy was able to meet with both the information 
minister, Hoummdji Moussa, and the justice minister, Edouard 
Ngarta, who expressed their inability to stem the tide of 


repression against the Chadian media. (Journaliste En Danger, . 


Kinshasa, Aug 15) 
[Previous issue Chad, page 1730] 


CONGO 


a. Top army, police officers acquitted of mass 
murder charge: The Criminal Court of Brazzaville 
. Cleared 15 high ranking army and police officers on 
Aug 18 of killing 353 refugees who returned to the 
Republic of Congo (ROC) in 1999. 


"The defendants were not individually responsible for com- 
mitting war crimes, genocide or crimes against humanity," 
Charles Emile Apesse, president of the court, said in Brazzaville, 
referring to the charges against the defendants. 


Most prominent among the defendants were the inspector 
general of the armed forces, Gen Norbert Dabira; the commander 
of the Brazzaville Military Region,Gen Blaise Adoua; and the 
director general of police, Jean Franois Ndenguet. 


The returning refugees had fled to neighbouring Democratic 
Republic of Congo in 1998 to escape their own country's civil 
war. On their arrival at Brazzaville’s river port known as "Le 
Beach” in 1999, they were arrested on suspicion of being 
supporters of a local militia known as the Ninjas. They were 
never seen in public again. 


The acquittals angered relatives of the missing who accused 


unnamed government officials of involvement in the disappear- - 


ance. 


i Niamankessi, the president of the committee representing the . 
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"ts a conspiracy. It's-a pity. We aré disappointed,". Vincent 





families of the missing refugees, said AFP. (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Brazzaville, August 18) 


[Previous issue Congo, page 1719] 


-CONGO (DR) 


a. Uganda, Rwanda, Congo (DR) agree on 
extradition: Uganda, Rwanda and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) have agreed to have an 
extradition treaty for each other’s terrorist suspects 
and other criminals in the three countries. 


The Tripartite Joint Commission comprising representatives 
of the three governments with facilitation by the United States, 
met in the Rwandan capital Kigali for two days from August 24 
to 25. 


"During the meeting, the Commission agreed to negotiate 
bilateral extradition treaties concerning militia leaders, terrorists 
and other criminal! elements," a press statement from the US 
Embassy in Kampala said on Aug 27. 


Representatives from Burundi, the African Union, the 
European Union Presidency and the United Nations Mission in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo attended the meeting. 


The commission held discussions on wide ranging issues on 
security in the Great Lakes region. The issues included 
disarmament and prosecution of militia leaders, terrorists, and 
other criminals threatening regional stability. : 


Uganda expelled six Congolese rebels on Aug 22, who were 
putting DR Congo and Uganda closer to a collision course. 


Uganda’s Minister of Internal Affairs Dr Ruhakana Rugunda . 
said after the expulsion that Uganda was prompted to deport 
the Congolese rebels because of its support for the Congo DR. 
(The Monitor, Kampala, Aug 27) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1742] 


ETHIOPIA 
a. DKT, partners sign $14 mn social market- 


ing project: DKT Ethiopia, the Royal Netherlands 


Embassy, the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID) and Development Cooperation 
Ireland (DCI) signed on Aug 22 a social marketing 
agreement worth over $14 million. 


During the signing of the joint initiative, Dr Tesfanesh Belay, 
Head of Family Health Department at the Ministry of Health , 
lauded the agreément by the three big donors and partners as 
a land mark for donor harmonization. She added that it offers 
an opportunity to oneness in terms of planning, budgeting and 
reporting systems. 


The three years joint initiative has helped. to avert between 
50,000 and 150,000 HIV/AIDS transmission, 6,600 maternal! and 
100,000 infant deaths along with checking around 2.3 million 
unwanted pregnancies. 
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Kevin Kelly, Head of Development, DCI, stressed the need 
for multi-stakeholder engagement required to combine the effort 
and support of the government, civil society and the private sector 
in a bid to prevent HIV/AIDS transmission, maternal and infant 
deaths. 


Rahel Belete Marketing and Communication Manager of DKT 
said that since 1990, DKT has distributed more than 446 million 
condoms, 9.6 million cycles of oral contraceptives, 2.1 million 
vials of injectables and 5.7 million sachets of ORS through out 
the country. 


She added that with the three year old new grant agreement 
that will be effective through June 2005 to 2008 DKT will be 
working to promote objectives of the government of Ethiopia. 
(The Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Aug 25) 


b. ERA, Kajima $sign 45.9 m accord: The 
Ethiopian Roads Authority (ERA) and the Tokyo- 
based Kajima Corporation signed a contract provid- 
ing for the construction of the 41-km Goha 
Tsion-Dejen road and the Abay Bridge at a cost of 
$ 45.9 million. 


The Public Relations Section Head Samson Wondimu told 
ENA that General Manager of Engineering and Regulatory Main 
Department Zerfu Tessema and Managing Director‘of Kajima 
Corporation Seiichiro Tomioka signed the agreement. 


According to the agreement signed in Tokyo, work on the 
construction of the road and the bridge would be launched in 
September 2005. The project will be finalized in December 2008. 


Samson said the construction of the bridge would make a 
significant contribution to transport sector. 


The Japanese Government granted the project execution 


fund which, Samson said, would help strengthen the relations 


between the two countries. He said the first phase of the 
186.2-km Addis Ababa-Goha Tsion road, which was completed 
in 2004, has been providing services. 


Samson said the Goha Tsion-Dejen road, which is part of 
the country's Road Sector Development Programme (RSDP), 
would significantly contribute to: the nation’s socio-economic 
development. (The Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, Augt 25) 


c. Govt, NGOs sign agreement: The Social and 
Civil Affairs Office of the Addis Ababa Interim 
Administration has signed a project agreement 
amounting to over 14 million birr with eight non-gov- 
ernmental organizations (NGOs). 


The NGOs will be engaged in rehabilitating orphans, women 
and people with disabilities as well as HIV/AIDS prevention 
activities in five sub-cities of the city. It was indicated that the 
projects, which will be executed through the social, education, 
health, culture and information sector offices of the administra- 
tion, will benefit about 70,219 people. ‘ 


Speaking at the agreement signing ceremony, Deputy Head 
of the Addis Ababa Social and Civil Affairs Office, Tilahun 
Mengesha, said the government has designed various pro- 
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grammes aimed at alleviating the chronic poverty that most 
residents of the city are living in. 
He also said the NGOs could play a significant role in 


achieving the desired goal, adding the administration will provide 
the necessary support for the activities of the NGOs. 


Deputy Head of the Addis Ababa Social and Civil Affairs 
Office, Tiiahun Mengesha and Deputy Head of Culture and 
Information Bureau of the Administration, Yohannes Admassu, 
signed the agreements with representatives of the respective 
NGOs. (The Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, Aug 20) 


[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1742] 


GUINEA BISSAU 
a. Cholera deaths double in fortnight: The 


number of deaths from cholera in Guinea-Bissau 


has more than doubled in the last fortnight, claiming 
177 lives and infecting more than 9,000. 


Trying to halt a spiralling epidemic, the government on Aug 
22 banned all traditional ceremonies and put a stop to water 
and food being sold at the markets. “If people don’t change their 
habits, the government won't have the means to stop this 
cholera," government spokesman Daniel Gomes said. 


Authorities also declared a public holiday dedicated to 
fighting cholera. But residents in the capital, Bissau, said that -- 
although soldiers, policemen and some students had taken to 
the streets to help with the clean-up operation, many government 
workers and others simply took advantage of a day off work. 


Two weeks ago, the UN appealed for $104,000 to help 
combat the cholera outbreak in a country where resources are 
so tight that the government needs the international community's 
help just to pay state salaries every month. 


A senior UN official said donations of medicine had come in 
from France and Portugal, but more was needed. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bissau, Aug 24) 


[Previous issue Guinea Bissau, page 1743] 


LESOTHO 


a. AIDS battie hampered by shortage of 
nurses: The exodus of nurses to the West is hurting 
Lesotho’s fight against HIV/AIDS, said Stephen 
Lewis, the UN special envoy for AIDS in Africa. 


However, despite its efforts being hobbled by the loss 
of skills, the government was determined to tackle the 
pandemic. 


At the end of his recent visit to the tiny mountain kingdom, 
Lewis said: "The problem now is human capacity. Lesotho has 
a problem of nurses ... like other African countries, it is struggling 
with the brain drain to countries such as Britain and Canada”. 


The country has some 100,000 AIDS orphans and an 
estimated 30 percent-of adults are HIV-positive. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, Aug 22) 


[Previous issue Lesotho, page 1723] 
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LIBERIA 


a. Bryant finally signs LIMINCO deal with 
Mittal group: Following several months of wran- 
gling and legal tussle at the Supreme Court over 
the LIMINCO Mining Concession deal, involving the 
Global Infrastructure Holdings Limited (GIHL) and 
Mittal Steel, the Chairman of the Transitional 
Government, Gyude Bryant, has signed the deal 
giving Mittal Steel his blessing to operate the former 
LAMCO concession in Nimba County. 


According to well placed sources at the Ministry of Lands, 
Mines and Energy, the presidential aspirant, Sherman, was 
seeing shuttling between offices at the government agency 
working on a voluminous document known as the Mineral 
Development Agreement. 


After the ratification of the agreement by the National 
Transitional Legislative Assembly (NTLA), the company would 
give access to approximately 1 billion metric tones of rich iron 
ore resources in Western Liberia and other parts of the country 
as well, a Mittal Steel statement issued in Monrovia has said. 


Mittal Steel envisages investment US$900 million for the 
project. 


Additionally, Mittal Stee! has substantial funds provided for 
investments, and has procured an annual budget of undisclosed 
sum of millions of dollars for the community, technical training 
and skill developments. According to the release, Mittal Steel 
has also provided funds to the NTGL to repay the salary debts 
owed former employees of LIMINCO Mining Company based in 
LAMCO Yekepa, Nimba County, Northern Liberia. (Liberian 
Observer, Monrovia, Aug 22) 


[Previous issue Liberia, page 744} 


_ LIBYA 


a. AU President, Gaddafi discuss terrorism, 
Mauritanian coup: Chairman of African Union (AU) 
and President of Nigeria Olusegun Obasanjo and 
Libyan leader Muammar Gadhafi discussed bilateral 
issues and the political situation in Mauritania. 


President Obasanjo met with Colonel Gaddafi on 23 August 
in Sirte, where they discussed bilateral issues and efforts to 
strengthen relations between Nigeria and Libya. 


Senior Special Assistant to the President on Media, Mrs 
Oluremi Oyo, disclosed that the two leaders discussed the issue 
of Mauritania adding that President Obasanjo reiterated that 
African Union "forbids what happened in Mauritania.” 


Mrs Oyo quoted President Obasanjo as urging the military 
leadership in Mauritania to abolish through legislation slavery 
that is thriving in that country, while the new government should 
be seen to act against terrorism. 


She added that both leaders discussed the issue of the 
on-going reforms in the UN Security Council including permanent 
seats to African countries as well as the need to secure peace 
and stability in Africa. (Nigeria First, Abuja, Aug 24) 
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b. Human Rights Watch concerend over the 
health of imprisoned writer: The Libyan govern- 
ment should release journalist and Internet writer 
Abd al-Raziq al-Mansuri and drop the charges 
against him or grant him a prompt and fair trial, 
Human Rights Watch said on Aug 17. 


Libya’s internal security force has detained al-Mansuri since 
last January in an apparent effort to silence a writer with critical 
views. The government arrested al-Mansuri, 52, on January 12, 
in his hometown of Tobruk. 


Over the previous year he had written some 50 articles and 
commentaries critical of Libyan society and government for a 
U.K.-based website, http://Awww.akhbar-libya.com. The website 
reported last week that he had fallen from his prison bed and 
broken his hip. (Human Rights Watch, Washington, DC, 
Aug 17) 

[Previous issue Libya, page 1698] 


MALAWI 


a. Malawi MPs laud Rwanda on women’s 
emancipation: Members of Parliament (MPs) of 
Malawi have hailed the Rwandan government for 
promoting women’s emancipation. They said this 
would create more female political leaders in future. 


According to Joyce Banda, who is also Minister of Gender, 
Child Welfare and Community Services in Malawi, Rwanda has 
recognized women’s emancipation by boosting the number of - 
female MPs. Hon. Banda led the five-member team that visited 
the Uganda Parliament and also paid a courtesy call on the 
Uganda Women Parliamentary Association. The group that met 
Rebecca Kadaga, the Deputy Speaker of Uganda’s Parliament 
said they were impressed by countries that had spearheaded 
efforts to ensure gender parity. 


"We have been impressed by three countries that have 
sincerely promoted women in Africa. Uganda, South Africa and 
Rwanda have struggled to increase the number of women in 
their Parliaments," Banda said, and added that she was more 
impressed by Rwanda. "Fifty per cent of MPs in Rwanda are 
women," Banda said. "It is true Rwanda has surpassed us. As 
we (Uganda) change from the Movement to multi-party system, 
very few women are likely to return to Parliament. (The New 
Times, Kigali, Aug 19} 

[Previous issue Malawi, page 1733] 


MALI 


a. Nomadic way of life threatened by succes- 
sive droughts: When Tashcout Worra Kofan was 
young, she vouk gaer PaA her small chil- 

3 ren, pack her thatched domed hut 
onto donkeys and together the family 
would trudge alongside their grazing sheep across 
the semi-desert of eastern Mali. 


But drought of 2004 killed the last of her herd and with 
them the nomadic lifestyle that she had always known. 
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-: She still lives in the traditional portable hut of the Tamashek 
nomads, but it's static and never moves from Gao, the main 
town in the region, a dusty trading post near the Niger border. 


SA piece of USAID embossed cardboard and an old piece of 
bed frame have been incorporated, adding a tatty permanence 
to the structure. "Before, when there were lots of animals we 
would move with them. But the animals have all died and | had 
to come to Gao to find the means to live," explained Tashcout. 
“It was during the dry season that they would die. 


Each year we lost more," said Tashcout, who raised five 
children in the arid desert plains, north of Gao. 


She is now a stocky grandmother with big rough hands, 
whose grey hair is gathered together in the traditional three 
twists, one on her forehead and one over each ear. "When | 
married," she reminisced, "we had 30 sheep and two donkeys. 
Then the sheep had kids too so we ended up with 40 sheep," 
she said, beaming. 


Tashcout Worra Kofan, as the sun sets over her once mobile 
hut in Gao. "That was the best time. | was young and | was very 
happy," said Tashcout taking a break from sweeping the earth 
outside her hut as the sun sets, taking it with it the blazing heat. 
(UN Integrated Regional information Networks, Gao, Aug 17) 


[Previous issue Mali, page 1744] 


MAURITANIA 


. a. AU chief calls for the return of constitu- 

tional order: ’Go back and democratise, and do it 
in the shortest possible time’ was the terse message 
Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo gave a 
delegation from the junta, which seized power in 
Mauritania. 


He told the delegation: "tell your leader that | have received 
you and that there are certain things we will put on the table. 
We have condemned the unconstitutional transfer of power in 
your country. ` 


This is the stand of the AU and Nigeria. It does not matter 
how popular your government is. It is unconstitutional and we 
condemn it." The President, while receiving the delegation at the 
State House, Abuja, on August 18 warned that Mauritania would 
not be welcomed back into the African Union (AU) until 
constitutional order was re-established in the country soon. 


President Obasanjo also told the delegation that the AU of 
which he is chairman would insist on the maintenance of law, 
order, security and respect for fundamental human rights in 
Mauritania while the junta works out and implements a 
programme for a quick return to democratic governance. 


The delegation, led by the Mauritanian Minister of Fisheries 
and Maritime Economy, Sidi Mohammed Sidina, had earlier 
informed the President that the junta was forced to seize power 
because the ousted regime had made it impossible to achieve 
a peaceful change of government in Mauritania. (Nigeria ee 
Abuja, Aug 22) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1744] 


African Chronicle 


1757 





MOROCCO 


a. AU commends release of 404 Moroccan 
PoWs by POLISARIO: The African Union (AU) said 
it has learnt with satisfaction the release of 404 
or can Prisoners of War by the POLISARIO 

ront. 


in a press release it sent to ENA, Aug 22, AU said it 
welcomes the initiative as a humanitarian gesture that should 
serve to help improve the state of confidence between the two 
parties, the kingdom of Morocco and the POLISARIO Front, in 
the dispute over the territory of Western Sahara. 


AU says while it commends the POLISARIO Front for its 
decision to release all Moroccan prisoners of war, it calls on 
the Kingdom of Morocco to likewise reciprocate with respect 
to the Sahrawi prisoners and those that disappeared during 
the conflict. The release says AU hopes that the international 
community as a whole would seize the opportunity provided 
and encourage the parties to the dispute to exert greater efforts 
to facilitate the search for a definitive solution to the 
long-standing dispute. (The Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, 
Aug 23) 

b. Two journalists get ’disproportionate’ sen- 
tences for libei: The trial of Ahmed Reda 
Benchemsi, managing editor of the independent 
weekly "Tel Quel", and Karim Boukhari, the paper’s 
news editor, for libelling a legislator was "unfair" and 
the sentences handed down by a Casablanca court 
on August 15, a two-month suspended prison term, 
1 million dirhams (approx. US$112,000; 91,000 
euros) in damages and a fine of 2,500 dirhams 
(approx. $US280; 228 euros) - were "disproportion- 
ate," RSF said. 


"We are outraged by the severity of these sentences," the 
organisation said. "Moroccan newspapers should not have to 
fear prison sentences when libel actions are brought against. 
them. Allowing such a threat to hang over journalists is contrary 
to international press freedom standards. 


Furthermore, the rights of the defendants were not respected 
in this trial." The libel suit was prompted by an article entitled 
"A Brunette’s Secret" that Boukhari wrote for the weekly. It 
described the career of a woman "from the Middle Atlas region," 
identifying her by a pseudonym, "Asmaa", "so she would not 
claim she was being libelled." (Reporters Sans Frontieres 
Paris, Aug 17) 

[Previous issue Morocco, page 1709] 


MOZAMBIQUE: 


a. UN supports control of illegal weapons in 
Mozambique: The United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) is granting Mozambique about 
$550,000 to enhance the country’s capacity to 
control the proliferation of illegal weapons. 


More money for the same project is to come from the NGO 
Safer Africa, all earmarked for technical assistance programmes, 
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while the Mozambican government is to contribute with human 
resources and infrastructure. This comes as a response to a 
request by the Mozambican government to the United Nations, 
through the UNDP, for assistance in strengthening the country's 
capacity to deal with illegal weapons that are a threat to peace 
and stability. 


A UNDP press. release said that an agreement to that end 
was signed between UNDP and the government. 


The document describes this gesture as "an important step 
in the efforts to check the proliferation of illegal weapcns, not 
only in Mozambique, but also in the entire Southern Africa". 
(Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Aug 23) 


[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1745] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Zimbabwe, Namibia reiterate stance on UN 
reform: Zimbabwe and Namibia have restated 
Africas demand for the democratisation of the 

“United Nations under the proposed reform of the 
. world body. 


The two countries reiterated Africa’s position to push for the 
Security Council to be expanded to 26 seats, with six new 


permanent veto-wielding seats of which two will be reserved for ` 


Africa; and five new non-permanent seats, of which two would 
also be for Africa. This came out at the end of a three-day State 
visit by Namibian President Hifikepunye Pohamba during which 
he officially opened the Harare Agricultural Show on Aug 24. 


Speaking at a Press conference at the Harare International 

. Airport just before his departure, President Pohamba said African 

countries were pushing -for two permanent seats in the Security 
.Council and would demand veto power. 


He said a recent extraordinary summit of the African Union 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, had established a high level committee 
of 10 countries to sell Africa's position after the continental body 
rejected a compromise deal that some African countries had 
teached with the so-called Group of Four, comprising Brazil, 
Germany, India and Japan. Namibia and Zambia are the 
Southern African Development Community's representatives in 
the committee, which is made up of two nations each from 
Southern Africa, East Africa, West Africa, North Africa and 
Central Africa. (The Herald, Harare, Aug 26) 


[Previous isuse Namibia, page 1745] 


- NIGER 


a. UN-backed Project launched to help Niger, 
Nigeria fight drought, pests: The United Nations 
environmental agency on Aug 25 announced a 
multi-million dollar project to help some of the 
world’s poorest countries cope with drought and 
pest infestations, targeting 20 pilot areas for resto- 
ration of damaged forests, soil, water and other key 
life-support systems in southern Niger and northern 
Nigeria. 


The wide-ranging, $14.5 million project, being launched by 
the UN Environment Programme-(UNEP) and the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF), aims to strengthen the way natural 
resources are managed, boost legal and institutional frameworks 
and streamline cooperation between the two countries, thus 
helping to alleviate poverty and increase food production, while 
improving the health and viability of fragile ecosystems. 


The multi-billion dollar GEF was established by donor 
governments in 1991 with projects managed by implementing 
agencies which include UNEP, the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP) and World Bank. 


"The tragic images of people suffering and starving in Niger 
have shocked us all," GEF Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Len Good said. "In the short term, these people desperately 
need food and medicines and reliable and stable markets for 
grain and livestock. 


In the long term, however, we must help them to reclaim 
their future. This can only be done by reducing the pressures 
on their natural resources through the improved management 
of soil, vegetation and water systems. (UN News Service, 
New York, Aug 26) 


b. MARADI (NIGER): For hungry children, 
hope in foil packs: In the crowd of riotously 
dressed mothers clasping, wailing, naked infants at 
a Doctors Without Borders feeding center just west 
of here, Taorey Asama, at 27 months; stands out 
ares heart-rending reason: she looks like a normal 

aby. 


"When she came here, she was all small and curled up,” 
said her mother, Henda, 30. "It’s Plumpy’nut that’s made her like 
this. She's immense!" , 


Never heard of Plumpy'nut? In Maradi, a bustling crossroads 
where the number of malnourished children exceeds even the 
flocks of motor scooters, Plumpy’nut is saving lives, perhaps 
including Taorey’s. 


Plumpy'nut, is a slivery foil package, is 500 calories of fortified 
peanut butter, a beige paste about as thick as mashed potatoes 
and stuffed with milk, vitamins and minerals. 


Since relief groups got the packets during the Darfur crisis 
in Sudan, they hve been revolutionizing emergency care for 
severely malnourished children who are old enough to take solid 
food, by taking care out of crowded field hospitals and into 
mother's home. 


The prescription given to mothers is simple: give each baby 
two packets of Plumpy'nut a day, and wait for him to grow. Which 
he will, almost immediately: Badly malnourished babies can gain 
a kilo or more a week eating Plumpy'nut. 


"This product is beyond opinion—it's documented, it's a 
scientific fact," Dr Milton Tectonidis, a Paris-based nutrition 
specialist for Doctors Without Borders, said in an interview. 
"We've seen it working. With this one product, we can treat 
three-quarters of children on an outpatient basis". 
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Traditional malnutrion therapy hospitalizes the babies, nurs- 
ing them to health with steady infusions of vitamin-lacked milk. 
Then they are sent home with powdered milk formula to complete 
their recovery. It works well, but milk is costly, must be mixed 
with water and is prone to spoiling. And when mothers prepare 
the formula with the dirty water common in impoverished villages, 
babies get sick. - 


In comparison, Plumpy’nut—the name melds the words 
"plump" and "peanut"—costs less than the milk formula, can last 
for two years and can be mixed with anything. Its sealed 
packaging and thick consistency make it a poor home for he 
“germs that thrive in milk. 


Perhaps most revolutionary, however, is that mothers, not 
doctors, can give it to their toddlers. That not only reduces costs, 
but also frees the doctors to treat the sickest children, who often 
suffer not just from malnutrition, but also from diseases like 
malaria or dysentery. 


The usual course of treatment is four weeks of Plumpy'nut, 


costing about $20, along with grain-based food like Unimix, a 
vitamin-packed flour that can be made into the porridge many 
Africans eat. But some children return to health in as little as 
two weeks. 


For three months, Doctors Without Borders has been handing 
out week-long supplies of Plumpy'nut, 14 foil packets in a black 
plastic grocery sack, at its five outpatient feeding centers in 

‘Maradi ahd 21 'centėrs elsewhere: in Niger. ’ 


About 600 babies are being treated in Maradi. Across he 
area of hunger in Niger, about 5,000 children spread across 32 
feeding centers are being given the packets. 


The United Nations reports that 150,000 children under age 
5 in Niger are severely malnourished, and another 650,000 
moderately malnourished—all together, about one in five. 
Malnutrition is a factor in 60 per cent of deaths of childrer 
younger than 5. (Michael Wines in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Aug 13) 


[Previous issue Niger, page 1745] 


NIGERIA 


a. Alarm over fresh attacks on ljaw of Warri 
Corner: The ljaw of Delta State have raised fresh 
alarm over alleged arson, maiming and killing of its 
people at Warri Corner by security operatives. 


According to a statement by Comrade Joseph Evah on behalf 
of ljaw Monitoring Group, the renewed offensive by the security 
operatives in the early hours of Aug 23 left 30 persons missing 
and 5 dead while 25 persons were seriously injured, including 
women and children. 


The jaw alleged that the invaders opened fire across the 
Warri River with gun boats and threw grenades at traders and 
other travellers along the waterway, before invading ‘the Island 
to set it ablaze where buildings and properties worth millions of 
naira were destroyed. (Vanguard, Lagos, Aug 26) 


b. NOUN opens door to prision inmates, 
police: In fulfillment of its mandate to provide 
university education to all specially disadvantaged, 
the National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN), 
has taken education to the door step of prisoners, 
police, fire service, immigration, and other special- 
ized agencies in the country. 


Vice Chancellor of the NOUN, Prof. Olugbemiro Jegede, who 
was on a visit to the Prisons, solicited partnership with these 
specialized agencies and indicated NOUN willingess to make 
this possible through an open distance learning (ODL) pro- 
gramme. 


He noted that this would be organized at specialized study 
centres to be provided by the Nigeria Prison Service, Fire 
service, Police and others in collaboration with the NOUN, which 
will take it upon itself to equip the centers for effective learning. 


In his words, "This is the second phase of NOUN, the first 
is to provide distance learning to al! nooks and corners cf the 
country to take education to the specialized agencies especially 
those due to the nature of their duty can not attend normal 
university education, such as the police, fire service men, prison 
staff and the inmates among others". 


He pointed out that it would be inhuman to punish the inmates 
and at the same time deny them the opportunity of improving 
themselves to cope with life when freed and be useful to 
themselves and society. (Vanguard, Lagos, Aug 26) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1746] 


RWANDA 


a. 80 Percent of Rwandans suffer from 
contagious diseases: At least 80% Rwandans 
suffer from contagious diseases which range from 
airborne to sexual transmission. 


The disclosure was made by the Minister in charge of 
Infectious Diseases, Dr Innocent Nyaruhirira, who said that about 
50% Rwandans who visit health units suffer from the same 
scourge. 


According the minister, statistics from his ministry indicate 
that contagious diseases like malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS 
and diarrhoea force many patients to seek medical treatment. 
They also indicate that 11.1% of children do not have access to 
any treatment. 


“Our society is still engulfed by the diseases and efforts of 
medical care are needed to wipe out the plague,” he added. 
Frangoise Portaels, a medical specialist from the USA, disclosed 
the need for creativity among the medical experts to secure 
substantial support from the global health agencies. 


She urged them to use continental bodies like the New 
Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) to uphold quality 
life. "NEPAD has to help the World Health Organization (WHO) 
in the provision of medical assistance to the several African 
states that include Rwanda," he said. (The New Times, Kigali, 
August 26) 
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b. Genocide suspect Bagaragaza transferred 
to the Hague: Rwandan genocide suspect Michel 
Bagaragaza, who surrendered to the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha, 
Tanzania, on Aug 17, has been transferred to The 
Hague, the Netherlands, for detention pending his 
trial, tribunal Acting Prosecuror Bongani Majola; 


: said. 


Bagaragaza, 60, had been detained at the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Majola said the 
transfer was necessary to meet security concerns in light of 
Bagaragaza’s voluntary surrender. 


ICTR said Bagaragaza’s transfer was facilitated through the 
continued cooperation of the Netherlands with the tribunal, and 
by the cooperation between the Rwandan and Yugoslav 
tribunals. 


Following his surrender, Bagaragaza pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide and 
complicity in genocide in his initial appearance. No date has yet 
been fixed for his trial. 


During the 1994 genocide, Bagaragaza was director general 
of the office controlling the Rwandan tea industry. 


He allegedly ordered his subordinates and instigated, aided 
and abetted others to kill hundreds of Tutsi civilians who had 
sought refuge on Kesho Hill near a tea factory in Rubaya and 
in Nyundo Cathedral. Both are in Gisenyi Province, northern 
Rwanda. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Arusha, August 19) 


[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1735] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. UN agencies rush aid to flood-stricken in 
Sierra Leone: United Nations agencies are provid- 
ing emergency aid in Sierra Leone amid concern 
over the possible outbreak of waterborne diseases, 
especially cholera, after heavy flooding destroyed 
many homes and affected thousands of villagers, 
the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) reported on Aug 22. 


Following a Government request, an inter-agency mission of 
UN agencies, government and non-government organizations in 
the six most affected chiefdoms in Pujehun district, 300 
kilometres south of Freetown, the capital, has identified five 
priority needs: food, water and sanitation, non-food items, health, 
and shelter. 

UNICEF and the WHO have supplied water containers, 


chlorine, washing soap, and essential drugs, while the UN ‘World 
Food Programme (WFP) is making arrangements to provide 


. food, OCHA said. 


A UN mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) helicopter carried 
out an in-depth aerial survey at the weekend to further assess the 
damage in the Pujehun district, where nine out of 12 chiefdoms 
were inundated by Wanje and Moa Rivers. (UN News Service 
New York, Aug 22) 


‘b. NaCSA reunites 23 children: National Com- 
mission for Social Action (NaCSA) has received 
some 23 Sierra Leonean separated and unaccom- 
panied minors including two teenage mothers from 
the Republic of Guinea recently, a release from the 
Commission said. 


The returnees were received at Ggbalamuya border crossing. 
point in Kambia district by a multi agency. Welcome songs 
greeted the children by school children in Kambia and they were 
taken to Makeni under the protection of UNICEF. 


NaCSA's Commissioner, Kanja Sesay, said President Kab- 
bah was pleased that the children are happy to return to their 
home country and expressed the government's appreciation to 
the key stakeholders who worked with NaCSA and UNHCR to 
make the exercise possible. 


Minister of Social Welfare, Gender, Children Affairs, Shirley 
Yeama Gbujama, described the occasion as a "pace setter." She 
said in Guinea the kids received massive blessings but in Sierra 
Leone they get showers of blessing and thanked NaCSA, 
UNHCR, UNICEF and other child protecting organizations for 
making their dream come true. (Concord Times, Freetown, 
Aug 23) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1747} 


SOMALIA 


a. UN moves hundreds of Somali refugees to 
the US: At least 600 refugees from United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) camps 
in Garissa have been resettled in a third country. 


UNHCR official in charge of Dadaab sub-office, Toshiro 
Odashima, on Aug 23, confirmed that more than 594 refugees 
from Somalia, Ethiopia and Sudan had been relocated in the 
US over the last three weeks. 


He said the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) 
was undertaking the programme. 


"We have been relocating an average of 126 refugees to the 
US every week since the programme began on July 5. We intend 
to address all cases that are more vulnerable and qualify for 
permanent settlements in a third state," he said. 


Odashima, however, said majority of the refugees might not 
be included in the exercise as some had registered with IOM 
Officials for repatriation to their countries of origin. 


He said more than 200 Somalia refugees had volunteered 
for repatriation to their war-ravaged country. 


"The IOM gives Sh13,000 to refugees who wish to return to 
their homeland as part of their up-keep before settling down," 
he said. (The East African Standard Nairobi, Aug 23) 


One million Somalis face humanitarian crisis, 
warns UN: Close to one million Somalis are in need 
of food, shelter, health and livelihood, yet the 
United Nations appeal to address the situation faces. 
a 57 per cent shortfall. ; 
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A recent assessment by the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO)-managed Food and Security Analysis Unit 
(FSAU) finds that some 919,000 Somalis in most regions of the 
country will need some form of aid till the end of the year. 


The war-torn country has been without a central government 
for 14 years following the collapse in 1991 of the government of 
Muhammad Siad Barre, and the report says that unresolved 
conflicts are continuing to delay recovery from humanitarian 
crises. (UN News Service, New York, Aug 17) 


EASTLEIGH, (Kenya): Somali refugees fear 
backlash from countrymen: The commotion is 
.what one notices first, the old men with beards dyed 
red from henna ambling on muddy roadways and 
crowded sidewalks along-side women peering out 
A hijabs and schoolchildren clutching pocket-size 

orans. 


This patch of land on the outskirts of Nairobi is known as 
Littte Mogadishu, with the cultural eccentricities and grittiness of 
the real Somali capital. It is part of Kenya but also very much 
separate from it. 


One knows instantly when one arrives in Eastleigh. Muslim 
dress is the norm. Signs in Somali predominate. 


There is a sugar cane salesman at the curb, competing with 
hawkers loaded down with women’s purses, children’s toys and 
virtually anything else imaginable. Guns, are available as well, 
the police say, but those. transactions, occur behind closed doors. 


The bombings in London and the announcement that people 
of East African origin may have been involved are having 


repercussions in this sprawling immigrant enclave, where | 


Somalis predominate but those from numberous other unstable 
countries throughout East and Central Africa are also packed in. 


Eastleigh’s refugees flee before they become were targets 
of the Kenyan police. They expect even more scrutiny now that 
some of their countrymen have been implicated, even though 
the suspects left Somalia, Ethiopia and Eritrea for Britain as 
children and have no known remaining ties in Africa. 


Some in Eastleigh speak ill of the West. Some of them yelled 
"CIA!" at a photographer on an Eastleigh street the other day, 
and one made a threatening move toward camera. Yet most 
residents here dream of visiting, and even relocating to, places 
like London. They insist that they do not share the hatred that 
the bombers displayed. 


Eastleigh serves as a vivid example of the porous nature of 
the long Somali border. When Somali’s government fell in 1991, 
tens of thousands of Somalis fled to Kenya, where they settled 
in harsh refugee camps in the north and in the urban enclave 
of Eastleigh. 


Terrorists have made the same trek. Twice over the last seven 
years Kenya has been the target of major terrorist attacks carried 
out by men suspected of having used Somalia as a cover. The 
International Crisis Group warned recently that people with links 
to Al-Qaeda are currently operating in Mogadishu, led by a 
Somali who was trained in Afghanistan. 


Such warnings inevitably bring more scrutiny on Little 
Mogadishu, a place already blamed for Nairobi’s high crime rate. 


"There are so many illegal immigrants in this country and 
they are endangering the safety of our country,” said Linah Chebii 
Kilmo, Kenya's immigration minister, explaining her recent 
crackdown on the residents of Eastleigh and other immigrants 
neighbourhoods. "Some of these people are involved in illegal 
activities such as thuggery, prostitution, carjacking and all sorts 
of wrongdoing". 


The crackdown has been felt. "Before it was hard, but we 
expect our lives to get even worse now", said a Somali refugee 
who declined to be identified because he:said he feared arrest. 


"That Somali links to London is going to make us suffer even 
more". (New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Aug 6) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1736] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. ANC, partners call truce: An uneasy truce 
has settled over the ruling tripartite alliance following 
marathon crisis talks that ended on Aug 25. 


In a carefully crafted statement, the African’ National 
Congress (ANC), the South Africa Communist Party (SACP) and 
Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) papered over 
the cracks and closed ranks around embattled ANC deputy 
president Jacob Zuma. 


"The dalliance reiterates that comrade Zuma continues to 
enjoy the full and unreserved support of the alliance and each 
of its component organisations and members," said a statement. 


The ANC and its allies also called on the state to foot the 
bill-for Zuma’s defence. "The alliance meeting urged comrade 
Zuma’s lawyers to approach the state to cover the costs of his 
legal defence, since he is facing allegations that emanate from 
his role as a public officebearer," it said. 


The tripartite alliance said it "disapproves" of the recent dawn 
raids on properties linked to Zuma, his lawyers, and financial 
backers. 


"This (the raids) is inconsistent with the National Prosecuting 
Authority: (NPA) Act, which urges that the Scorpions must 
perform its duties fearlessly but with sensitivity to privacy and 
the dignity of the affected persons.” 


The alliance would soon launch an official complaint with 
NPA director Vusi Pikoli, it said. 


But the meeting reaffirmed the rule of law, indicating that 
Cosatu would drop its demand that President Thabo Mbeki 
intervene to quash the case against Zuma. (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, Aug 26) 


b. Prevention of Mother-to-child transmis- 
sion services launched: The North West Depart- 
ment of Health is embarking on a drive to encourage 
communities to use the Prevention of Mother to 
Child Transmission (PMTCT) services in 
Schweizer-Reneke. 
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The PMTCT programme that is aimed at reducing HIV 
infection from a mother to her unborn baby will be taken to 
farming communities surrounding the Mamusa municipality. 


In the programme, government uses the antiretroviral 
Nevirapine administered to pregnant women who are HIV 
positive with a single dose during labour, followed by a single 
dose to the baby within 72 hours of birth. 


The intervention also consists of voluntary testing of pregnant 
women for HIV and confirmatory testing of those found positive 
in the initial test. 


The mothers are counselled on the choice of feeding and 
the babies are followed up for 18 months with three HIV tests 
and general health care as required, and the mother is advised 
to use contraception. 


The campaign, "Healthy mothers growing healthy babies for 
South Africa that truly belongs to all’, is a ritual the pravince 
started in 2004 with the objective of giving a face to the success 
of the programmes, says Bonolo- Selloane - acting direcior of 
communication. (BuaNews, Tshwane, Aug 26) 


[Previous isuse South Africa, page 1747] 


SUDAN — 


a. WFP struggles to feed 90,000 in eastern 

Sudan: Having received only just over half of the 
funding needed for its programme in eastern Sudan, 
the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) 
on Aug 26 appealed to donors to make up the 
shortfall as it struggled to feed 90,000 Eritrean and 
Ethiopian refugees who fled conflicts in their 
countries and are afraid to go home. 


WFP said‘it has been given $9.4 million of the $17.7 million 
that it requires for the two-year programme until March 2C06. 


"Food distribution to the refugees are in real danger of being 
scaled down cr even interrupted because of the lack of funds 
and because we are battling to feed more refugees than were 
expected to remain in Sudan at this time," WFP Sudan Country 
Director Ramiro Lopes da Silva said. 


"We appeal to the international community to remember the 
plight of these people who are dependent on food aid, cannot 
yet return home and currently have little chance of integrating 
into the local community. The least we can do is provide them 
with food.” 


Some refugees have access to land for farming, but the 
majority have not, WFP said. Few have any chance of 
employment and the many women heads of household are 
particularly vulnerable because social and cültural factors limit 
their access to food and income. 


The influx of refugees into Sudan's east began in the 1370s 
and 1980s, when thousands fled civil-war, drought and fanine 
in Ethiopia, followed by the two-year Ethiopian-Eritrean border 
war which ended in 2000. Even now refugees continue to arrive, 
WFP said.. (UN News Service, New York, Aug 26) 


(Previous issue Sudan, page 1748] 
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TANZANIA 


a. Museveni hails Mkapa: Uganda's President 
Yoweri Museveni, Aug 24, paid tributes to the 
outgoing President of Tanzania, Benjamin Mkapa, 
calling him a moderating influence in the great lakes 
region. 


Museveni also showered accolades to the late Tanzanian 
President Mwalimu Julius Nyerere and the people of Tanzania 
for their contribution to the 1979 liberation from the Idi Amin 
dictatorship. "The founder President of the Republic of Tanzania, 
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere and the people and the ruling party, 
Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM), have made many significant 
contributions to Africa, especially to black Africa. 


"A liberation committee comprising nine African members 
including Uganda was centred in Tanzania and all this was 
because of the unequivocal stand of Nyerere." He hailed Nyerere 
for developing the Swahili language now used as a national 
language in Tanzania. He said Nyerere also helped Tanzania 
get rid of sectarianism. 


Museveni was speaking in Parliament where Mkapa had 


gone to bid farewell to MPs. Mkapa is due to retire in November, 


after leading his country for 10 years. (New Vision, Kampala, 
Aug 25) 


b. NGO receives 488,953 euro to repatriate 
teachers, pupils: Belgium’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs granted 488,953 euros ($598,087) on Aug 
23 to the Belgian NGO, Caraes, to repatriate 
Burundian secondary school teachers and pupils 
living in Tanzania refugee camps, an official said 
from Brussels. 


The ministry's deputy spokesman, Francois Dumont, said 
the grant was a continuation of Belgium’s aid to the education 
sector of Burundians in these camps. An official of Caraes 
(Caritate Aegrorum Servi), Benjamin Nyssen, said some 7,500 
pupils - among whom 28 percent are girls - and 442 teachers 
were targeted under the project due to end in February 2007. 
"They will have access to education by paying a token amount 
and what they could afford," Nyssen added. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Amsterdam, Aug 23) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1750] 


UGANDA 


a. Government to probe mismanagement of 
anti-AIDS grants: Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni on Aug 25 called for an investigation after 
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria suspended all its grants to Uganda because 
of serious mismanagement" of the funds. 


"I am going to take action and find out how they were using 
that money. | may even appoint a commission of inquiry," 
Museveni told a news conference in the Ugandan capital, 
Kampala. 
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The fund had suspended the grants until the Ugandan 
Ministry of Finance put in place a new structure that would 
guarantee the effective management of the funds. The decision, 
it added, was based on a review of one of the five grants - 
undertaken by PricewaterhouseCoopers - that revealed "evi- 
dence of serious mismanagement by the Project Management 
Unit [PMU] in the Ministry of Health". (UN Integrated Regiona! 
Information Networks, Kampala, Aug 26) 


b. 1,000 IDPs die every week : One thousand 
IDPs die every week in the Acholi sub-region, a 
preliminary analysis undertaken by the Government, 
UN agencies and NGOs said recently. 


Disaster preparedness state minister Christine Amongin 
Aporu said on Aug 23, that malaria, HIV/AIDS and violence 
were the leading causes of death in the region. 


The "Health Mortality Survey for Northern Uganda" was 
conducted among 1.3 million IDPs in Gulu, Kitgum and Pader 
districts between january and July 2005. 


"The situation is still worrying. The death rates are still higher 
than the 0.46 national rate and acceptable international stand- 
ards," Aporu said, adding that 200 health personnel posts fell 
vacant in Kitgum district when the staff had left for fear of 
insecurity. 


"On average, there are 1.54 deaths per 10,000 people per 
day instead of the internationally accepted.one death per_10,000 
per day," the report said, adding that the infant mortality rate 
(children below age five) was 3.18 per 10,000 deaths per day 
instead of two deaths per 10,000." 


Acting director of medical services Dr. Sam Okware said, 
"This is the most comprehensive and accurate health report 
conducted in Uganda so far. It has helped us to get accurate 
information as we prepare for the next national emergency action 
pian.” 


Dr. David Nabarro, the World Health organisation (WHO) 
director general’s special representative, lauded Uganda for 
the report. "It's a courageous thing to do a survey of mortality 
among IDPs because the results are quite disappointing, 
indicating there's a lot to be done," he said. (New Vision, 
Kampala, Aug 26) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1751] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Chiluba Rejects British Judge in Civil Case: 
Former Zambian president Frederick Chiluba faces 
a civil claim for $23.3 million, which the government 
alleges he stole from state coffers while in power. 


But the former Zambian premier has refused to submit 
himself to the court process that started in London at the 
beginning of the year. 


A source close to the case told IRIN the Zambian attorney- 
general petitioned the London court because the assets being 
sought for repatriation were located in Europe. 


"Because a lot of the people implicated in these frauds are 
Europe-based and their interests are in Europe, if you were to 
bring a civil claim in a Zambian court and won the judgement, 
it wouid not help you much as the possibility of a European court 
recognising a Zambian judgement and giving it force is remote, 
so the idea is to get the assets that are in Europe," the source 
explained. 


Some $23 million “has already been frozen, as legislation in 
the United Kingdom allows the UK courts to do that, and now 
we have to get the case heard and the fraud proven, and once 
that is done the government can get the assets repatriated". 


Chiluba, a former trade union leader whose election victory 
in 2001 ended almost two decades of single party rule, has 
refused to submit himself to the court process, arguing that 
because he is under a travel ban he could not present himself 
before the London court. 


This has prompted the Zambian government to allow UK 
Judge Peter Smith- to hear the case in Lusaka. 


However, Chiluba’s. spokesman, Emmanuel Mwamba, told 
IRIN that the former president would still refuse to appear before 
the judge. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Johannesburg, Aug 23) 


b. Mazoka defines women’s role in politics: 
United Party for National Development (UPND) 
president Anderson Mazoka has said women are 
more politically active than men and for any political 
party to succeed, they must be included in decision- 
making positions. 


The UPND leader said this in Lusaka on Aug 17 when a 
team of Regional Women's Parliamentarians Caucus (RWPC) ' 
lobbying and advocacy mission called on him at the UPND 
offices. 


He thanked the RWPC for the efforts it was making to fight 
for the rights of women in the region. At the same meeting, the 
party’s vice president Sakwiba Sikota said his party was 
conforming to the Beijing declaration. 


The RWPC is determined to ensure that the 30 per. cent 
reservation of women in decision-making positions signed by 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) Heads of 
State was achieved. 


Delegation leader Maria De Lourdes Veiga, who is an MP 
in the Angolan Parliament, said the caucus was committed to 
ensuring that SADC member countries implemented the decla- 


“ration. 


She was speaking when her team met Patriotic Front (PF) 
president -Michael Sata and women representatives in Lusaka. 


She said time had come for women to take up decision-mak- 
ing positions not only in political offices but other organisations 
and RWPC was optimistic this would be achieved. 


She appealed to the men in the SADC countries to give 
support to women who were capable of contributing positively 
to their countries. 
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. ing positions and that it was important that women began taking 
up their rightful place if they were to make an impact. 

Sata said for a long time, women who always worked hard, 
had been left behind. He also challenged women world cver to 
start supporting each other instead of engaging in discrimination. 

PF spokesperson Elizabeth Mulobeka told the team that 
currently she had a challenge to select about 65 women who 
would contest as Parliamentarians during next year’s elections. 
(The Times of Zambia Ndola, Aug 18) 

(Previous issue Zambia, page 1751] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Ex-bank official jailed: A former African 
Banking Corporation human resources admin. stra- 


tor was jailed for two-and-half-years on Aug 24 for ` 


defrauding the bank of more than $270 million 
through an allowance scam. 


Harare regional magistrate Ms Sandra Nhau had initially 
slapped Hellen Rudo Nzvengende (31) with a six-year orison 
term but conditionally suspended part of the sentence. 


Nzvengende pleaded guilty to theft by cofiversion and fraud 
when she was arraigned before the court. In passing senience, 
Ms Nhau considered that Nzvengende was a youthful first 
offender who had pleaded guilty to the charges she faced. She 
also noted that Nzvengende had shown contrition when she 
reimbursed ABC in the sum of $100 million. 


Ms Nhau also ordered Nzvengende to pay ABC the 
. outstanding balance of $170 928 892. Before passing senience, 
Nzvengende had pleaded with the court to impose a non-custo- 
dial sentence. The court, however, found it aggravating that 
Nzvengende had immensely benefited from the commission of 
the offence and that she committed the offence out of greed 
rather than need. (The Herald, Harare, Aug 25) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1751] 


REGIONAL 


f a. Abuse of women is common in Africa: in 

December 2001, Ms Sosalynn Isimeto-Osibuamhe 
and her husband, Emmanuel, had a typica! hus- 
band-wife argument. Ms [simeto-Osibuamhe 
wanted to visit her parents. 


Her husband wanted her to stay home. Isimeto-Osibuamhe 
followed her. Then he beat her unconscious and left her lying in 
the street near their apartment. Then 31 and in the fifth year of 
her marriage, she had broken an unwritten rule in this part of 
the world. She had defied her husband. 









Sata said he was in support of women holding degision-mak-_ 


August 13—26, 2005 








Surveys throughout sub-Saharan Africa show that many 
men, and women, too, consider such disobedience ample 


justification for a beating. Not Ms isimeto-Osibuamhe. 


A university graduate and founder of a French school, she 
packed her clothes and walked out as soon as she got back 
from the hospital. So far, although her resoive sometimes wavers 
and she does not want a divorce, she has not gone back. 


"He doesn’t believe | have any rights of my own. If J say no, 
he beats me,” she said in an interview outside her French 
classroom. "I said, wow. That is not what | want in life". In few 
places on earth is violence against women more entrenched, 
and accepted, than in sub-Saharan Africa. 


One in three Nigerian women reported having been physi- 
cally abused by a male partner, according to the latest study, 
conducted in 1993. The wife of the deputy governor of a northern 
Nigerian province told reporters in 2004 that her husband beat 
her incessantly, in part because she watched television movies. 
One of President Olusegun Obsanjo’s appointees to a national 
anti-corruption commission was allegedly killed by her husband 
in 2000, two days after she asked the state police-commissioner 
to protect her. 


“It is like a normal thing for women to be treated by their 
husbands as punching bags," Ms Obong Rita Akpan, former 
Nigeria minister for women's affairs, said in an interview. "The 
Nigerian man thinks that a woman is his inferior. Right from 
childhood, the boy is preferred to the girl". Even when they marry 
out of love, they still think the woman is below them, and they 
do whatever they want. 


In South Africa, researchers for the Medical Research 
Council estimated that a male partner kills a girlfriend or spouse 
every six hours, the highest mortality rate from domestic violence 
ever reported, they claim. In Harare, Zimbabwe's capital, 
domestic violence accounts for more than 6 in 10 murder cases 
in court, a UN report concluded. 


Yet most women remain silent about the abuse, women’s 
rights organizations say. A World Health Organization study has 
found that while more than a third of Namibian women reported 
enduring physical or sexual abuse by a male partner, often 
resulting in injury, six in seven victims had either kept it to 
themselves or confided only to a friend or relative. 


Help is typically not easy to find" Nigeria, Africa’s largest 
nation with nearly 130 million people, has but two shelters for 
battered women, both opened in the last four years. The United 
States, by contrast, has about 1,200 such havens. (New York 
Times Service/Asian Age, New Delhi) 


{Previous issue Regional, page 1752] 
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ANGOLA 


a. Radio station fires journalist for criticism: 
Angola’s government-controlled National Radio has 
fired a respected sports analyst after he criticised 
the country’s Football Federation. 


On 22 August, Zeca Martins, a commentator for Radio 
Cinco, National Radio’s sports . channel, received a letter 
indicating that he was no longer a member of the station staff 
for "breaking personal confidence." Martins told MISA-Angola 
that he was fired for allegedly breaking the personal trust of the 
socia! communication (information) minister, an allegation he 
denies. 


Martins, who is known for his independent views on sports 
issues, strongly disagreed with the interruption of the Angolan 
championship football match by a series of matches organised 
by the Eduardo dos Santos Foundation (FESA) to celebrate the 
president's birthday. The Angolan Football Federation allegedly 
decided to allow the interruption "to allow all Angolans to follow 
the (FESA) match.” (Media Institute of Southern Africa, 
Windhoek, Aug 30) 


b. 89 foreigners held for diamond mining: The 
National Police have detained at the weekend 89 
foreign nationals who were illegally prospecting 
diamonds in Seteka, Nharea district, central Bie 
province. 


According to the provincial commander of the National Police 


H in Bie, Kale Welema, the foreigners had been captured in a 


m 


routine operation. 


Among the 68 arrested foreigners are from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, six from Mali, five from Mauritania, three 
South Africans, two from Chad, one Ivorian and one from 
Gambia. The nationalities of the remaining foreigners are still to 
be identified. Police sources stated that during the operation 117 
Angolans had been arrested who were illegally prospecting 
diamonds the area. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Aug 30) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1753] 


BENIN 


a. Work begins on gas pipeline: Construction 
has begun on a 700 km pipeline that will transport 
Nigerian natural gas from the oil fields of the Niger 
Delta along the West African coast to Ghana, via 
Benin and Togo and promises cheaper and more 
reliable power for millions of residents by the end 
of 2006. 
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The West Africa Gas Pipeline is part of the West African 
Power Pool, an ambitious project launched by*the regional 
economic body ECOWAS in 2000, which aims to increase ihe 
trade in energy between member states and encourage 
investment in the power sector. 


The pipeline is expected to cost $617 million. The Werld 
Bank, which is backing the project with a US 40 million soft loan, 
said lack of access to reliable power was a major constraint to 
development in West Africa. Power cuts are frequent in the 
Ghanaian capital Accra. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Accra, Sept 5) 


[Previous issue Benin, page 1693] 


BOTSWANA 


a. Landmark agreement to meet regional 
power needs: Five southern Africa power corpo- 
rations signed a landmark shareholder agreement 
for the launch<of~ajoint--venture company in 
Gaborone. 


The five companies are Societe National d’ Electricite (SNEL) 
of the Democratic .Republic of Congo,, Empresa National De 
Electicidde (ENE}. of Angola, - NAMPOWER of Namibia, Bot- 
swana Power Gorporation (BPG}:and ESKOM of South Africa. 


The chief- executives: ‘of the five organisations signed an 
agreement that entitles each to own 29 percent of the share 
capital of the Botswana “registeréd’and incorporated Western 
Power Corridor Company known as Westcor. 


The main objective of Westcor is to harness the vast water 
resources of the Congo River in the ORC for the generation’ and 
supply of electricity. Initially, five countries will benefit before the 
other Southern African Development Community (SADC) mem- 
ber states come in. 


The power companies have contributed about P500,000 as 
start-up capital to fund studies in the first phase. It is estimated 
the first phase will cost more than P40 million while the entire 
project will gobbie P35 billion-plus in the next five years. 


The Westcor project expects to get additional funding from 
regional and continental bodies such as SADC, New Partnership 
for African Development (NEPAD) and the African Union; and 
from international financiers. 

The construction phase is meant to start in 2008. The project 
is expected to have two generating sites - one at the Inga Rapids 
in southeastern DRC and the other in Kwanza Basin in northern 
Angola. (The Reporter, Gaborone, Sept 8) 

[Previous issue Botswana, page 1717] 
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BURUNDI 


a. Male, female Vice-Presidents sworn in: Two 
vice-presidents, including a woman, were sworn on 
on Aug 29 in Burundi’s capital, Bujumbura, at a joint 
session of parliament. 


First Vice-President Martin Nduwimana, a Tutsi from the 
Union pour le progress national party, was made in charge of 
political affairs. Second Vice-President Alice Nzomukunda, a 
Hutu from President Pierre Nkurunziza’s ruling party, the Conseil 
national pour la defense de la democratie-Forces pour la defense 
de la democratie (CNDD-FDD), is to head social and economic 
affairs. 


Under the terms of the new post-transition constitution, the 
president must choose a Tutsi for first vice-president and a Hutu 
for second vice-president. 


Nkurunziza was took the oath on Aug 26 after his party won 
an overwhelming majority in local and legislative elections. 


Nzomukunda, 39, said, "! will do my best to implement the 
CNDD-FDD programme." Nzomukunda, an accountant by train- 
ing, is the first woman in Burundi to hold the vice-presidency 
since independence in 1962. She had been a legislator in the 
last National Assembly, the lower house of parliament, repre- 
~ senting the. capital and was re-elected in the 4 July legislative 
elections. ` 


Nduwimana, 47, is a medical doctor. and was also a member 
of parliament who represented the southern province of Bururi. 
He had previously been director of the Centre for Public Health. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, 
Aug 30) 

b. New President lays out policy: Burundi's 
new president, Peter Nkurunziza, outlined his 
policies on Aug 26.on issues ranging from national 
reconciliation to curbing corruption, which he says 
is a leading cause ‘of. poverty. 

"We are now committed to an exemplary fight against those 
embezzling the national riches," Nkurunziza said during his 
inauguration. 


"Those caught looting public goods will be punished in full 
compliance with the law," he added. During Burundi’s recent 
civil war Nkurunziza was the leader of a rebel group, the 
Conseil national pour la defense de la democratie-Forces pour 
la defense de la democratie. The group only became a political 
party in 2005 and in elections won an overwhelming majority 
of votes. 


Nkurunziza called on combatants from another active rebel 
group, the Front national de liberation (FNL) "to stop their 
hostilities and agree to join in negotiations with the government”. 
He also said he was committed “to fighting poverty and famine 
under the millennium development goals" and protect vulnerable 
groups including orphans, widows and demobilised combatants. 
(UN Integrated Regional information Networks, Bujumbura, 
Aug 29) 

[Previous issue Burundi, page 1753] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Insecurity, lack of basic services drive 
thousands more from their homes: Security is 
absent in parts of northern Central African Republic, 
but so are many other basic necessities, and that 
is what's driving out many of the thousands of 
people fleeing to Chad in recent months, newly 
arrived refugees say. 


The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) estimates that some 
12,000 Central Africans have fled into southern Chad from 
northwestern CAR since June. UNHCR has yet to verify the 
number after a new wave of refugees in the past two weeks. 


"We were frightened and our children were receiving no care 
at ail," Christophe Mbaidjella, who fled Bebingui village in 
northwestern CAR, said. 


Some Central Africans have been sending their children to 
school in Chad for years for lack of schools in their villages, 
Beosso Roangar, chief of Kaba Roangar district a few kilometres 
from the border in Chad, told IRIN. 


The head of UNHCR in Central African Republic, Bruno 
Geddo, led a UN interagency mission to Markounda, a border 
town in northwest CAR, in August "Insecurity has caused 
free-fall in the economy," Geddo said by phone from the capital 
Bangui. He said while insecurity is the root cause of displace- 
ments, there is indeed a lack of proper medical care and school 
facilities in the region. 


Food is scarce because the insecurity blocks villagers from 
cultivating their land, he said. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Gore, Sept 9) 

[Previous issue Ceniral African Republic, page 1753] 


CHAD 


a. NNDC, Energem sign oil exploration deal: 
The New Nigeria Development Company (NNDC) 
has signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
with an international oil company Energem Petro- 
leum Corporation to commence oil exploration in 
the Lake Chad Basin and Benue Trough. 


The NNDC group managing director, Alhaji Aliyu Adamu 
Alkali, said at the signing that, "the venture into the oil and 
gas will not make us lose sight of the need for wealth creation 
in the region through the development of agriculture and solid 
minerals. 


"Infact, the (oil and gas), venture is to complement the push 
as the gas resources would be used to produce power and 
fertilizer that will enhance industrial and agricultural production. 


"It is with this scenario at the back of our minds that the new 
NNDC management as part of its strategic business focus and 
its desire to improve the economic well-being of the region, 
decided to fully participate in the 2005 bid-rounds by bidding for 
some oil blocks in the Chad and Benue Trough," he added (Daily 
Trust, Abuja, Sept 7) 

[Previous issue Chad, page 1754] 
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ERITREA 


a. Foreign Minister dies of heart attack: 
Eritrean Foreign Minister Ali Said died of a heart 


S attack on Aug 28, Minister of information 
Ali Abdu said. 


"It's a great loss for this country," he said on in Asmara, the 
Eritrean capital. In 1965, Said, the son of a Muslim shepherd, 
received medical and military training in Syria before going to 
the field with the Eritrean Liberation Front, one of two groups 
fighting for independence from Ethiopia. 


In the 1970s and 1980s, he became a leading military 
commander with the other "rebel" group, the Eritrean People's 
Liberation Front, which later became the People's Front for 
Democracy and Justice, currently the Red Sea state’s governing 
party. In 1992, after Eritrea had won its 30-year war for 
independence from Ethiopia, but had not yet officially declared 
independence, he was appointed secretary for internal affairs in 
the provisional government. 


in 2000, he was promoted to minister for foreign affairs. Most 
of his overseas trips were to the Middle East, though he travelled 
to Russia in April. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Asmara, Aug 29) 
{Previous issue Eritrea, page 1742] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ruling party named winner in disputed poll: 
Ethiopia’s ruling party has retained power after winning 
a majority of seats in national elections marred by 
violence and alleged fraud, according to final results 
released by the election board on Sept 5. 


Prime Minister Meles Zenawi’s ruling coalition, which has 
held power for 14 years, took 327 seats, winning another 
five-year term, the National Election Board of Ethiopia said. 


The results meant the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front now controls 59 percent of the 547-seat 
parliament, losing around 150 seats during the polls. Opposition 
parties took 174 seats - 32 percent of the seats with the largest 
opposition group, the Coalition for Unity and Democracy, taking 
20 percent of the parliamentary seats. Opposition parties won 
only 12 seats during the last elections in 2000. Ethiopia's 
elections were marred by controversy, with the European Union 
saying the 15 May ballot had failed to meet international 
standards in key areas. 2 


* The criticism elicited a furious response from the prime 
minister, who condemned the EU election observer mission 
report as "garbage". (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Addis Ababa, Septr 5) D 

b. UNHCR disturbed by death of 75 Ethio- 
pian, Somali immigrants off Yemen coast: The 
UN refugee agency, UNHCR, has expressed con- 
cern over the death of at least 75 Somali and 
Ethiopian would-be immigrants who drowned as 
they were being smuggled to Yemen on boats from 
Somalia. 





UNHCR said on Sept 6 that its staff in Yemen had reported 
that the victims were on four motorised canoes carrying 369 
Africans who had travelled from Bossaso in northeastern 
Somalia on September 1 and 2. It quoted survivors as saying 
that they were forced to jump into the sea and swim to shore. 
The agency said 75 bodies had so far been recovered along the 
Yemeni coast. 

(See Somalia page 1771) 

it said some 50 survivors who made it to the shore were 
taken to UNHCR's reception centre in Mayfaah, Yemen, wnere 
they received shelter and food. The remaining passengers had 
not been found, but many could have arrived at different parts 
of the Yemeni coast and decided not to seek the agency's help. 

"This is the latest of many such tragic incidents, many of 
them unreported, off the coast of Yemen," Ron Redmond, 
UNHCR spokesman, told reporters in Geneva. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Sept 7) 

ADDIS ABABA (Ethiopia): Praise for soap 
dispensers, and the food is good, too: The 
newspapers circulating in Ethiopia’s capital ae 

: plenty of room for improvement. Typo- 
graphical errors occur too frequently. 
Bias creeps into print regularly. But on at least one 
front, groundbreaking journalism is taking place 
here. 

When it comes to restaurant reviewing—or more specifically, 
restroom reviewing—Fortune, a sober business weekly, has 
created a genre that has become required reading in this 
restaurant-rich capital. 


Every week, Fortune sends three reporters to a restaurant. 
The writers dine anonymously, then rate the food, ambience, 
parking, service and price. They also stop by the restroom, which 
they scrutinize just as vigorously as they do the food. Ethicpian 
fare is eaten with one’s hands, making sanitation especially 
important. In a recent edition, Fortune awarded three and a half 
stars (of a possible five) to Olive's Garden Restaurant & Lounge, 
an Italian establishment, in the "sanitation" category. 


"The sink area is clean,” the newspaper said. But, it said, 
“the liquid soap is either of a poor quality or it has been diluted. 
If the latter is the case, the management should know that 
everyone notices, and most hate it". Before Fortune began its 
scrutiny, restrooms received little attention here. They were dank 
outposts. "I lived in the US and you go to any restaurant and 
the washroom is OK", Tamrat G Giorgis, Fortune’s managing 
editor, said. "Here, the sanitation issue is.a big deal. Before we 
started these reviews, somewhere in a corner would be a small 
smelly room. It would not be a pleasant place". 


But things are changing. Because of the scrutiny by Fortune, 
which is published in English, and by two Amharic-language 
newspapers with reviews of their own, restaurants are making 
improvements. Angry restaurant owners have threatened For- 
tune with lawsuits over its tough assessments, but most have 
just quickly cleaned up. “Truly, truly there are some people who 
would not fit into the toilet area itself," Fortune said of the Hill 
Belt Restaurant, which earned three stars for food and three for 
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sanitation. "If they could, it will definitely require some demolition 
work to get them out. Stand akimbo, and you could bang your elbows 
against the walls". (Marc Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Aug 20) 

[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1754] 


GAMBIA 


a. Gambia, Brazil sign technical cooperation 
agreement: A bilateral agreement on technical 
cooperation and another on establishing a joint 
commission between Brazil and Gambia were 
signed, during President Yahya Jammeh’s official 
visit to Brazil recently. 


These will serve as the legal framework around which future 
programmes of cooperation will develop, announced the joint 
communique issued at the end of the visit. President Jammeh 
was invited by his Brazilian counterpart, President Luiz Inacio 
‘Lula da Silva, and his programme in Brasilia included courtesy 
calls on the president of the supreme federal court, minister 
Nelson Jobim, and the president of the national chamber of 
deputies, deputy Severino Cavalcanti. 


According to the communique, President Jammeh made field 
visits to Embrapa research centres, and met the director of 
Brazil's Institute of Information, Science and Technology, where 
he attended a presentation on the activities of that institute. He 
also attended a presentation on the achievements of the aircraft 
industry in Brazil. It added that during their meeting, the two 
presidents reviewed the bilateral agenda, and exchanged 
opinions on various international issues, including the political 
situation in their regions. "Both leaders expressed deep concern 
over the persistence of hunger and poverty in the world which 
heighten the difficulties of the developing countries in promoting 
economic growth with social justice. (Gambia Daily News, 
Banjul, Sept 8) 

{Previous issue Gambia, page 1721] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Rebels reject South Africa as mediator: 
The New Forces rebels categorically rejected South 
Africa as a mediator in the Cote d'lvoire crisis on 
Sept 1, accusing Pretoria of being partisan after its 
report to the UN Security Council put the blame for 
the faltering peace process squarely on the rebels. 


"We categorically do not want the South African mediation 
continuing here in Cote d'Ivoire," rebel spokesman Sidiki Konate 
told IRIN. "The New Forces will not answer any action coming 
from the South African mediation. We will no longer work with 
them." The declaration from the rebels, who have held the 
northern half of Cote d'Ivoire for the past three years, is the 
latest setback in a peace process that was to have been 
cemented with elections on October 30, but now looks increas- 
ingly shaky. Rebels said that the poll could not be held in their 
territory because basic requirements, such as the compilation of 
a voter register and the establishment of a National Electoral 
Commission to oversee the poll, had yet to be put in place. Since 


then the South Africans have laid the blame for the Cote d'Ivoire 
deadlock with the rebels, who are refusing to disarm in the 
present climate, and the opposition parties, who have also pulled 
their support for the October poll. 


New Forces rebels on Sept {put out a statement addressed 
to South African Defence Minister Mosiuoa Lekota, the man who 
briefed the Security Council a day earlier. It said Pretoria, picked 
in November 2005 by the African Union to help end the crisis, 
had been "discredited" and "disqualified" as a mediator because 
of its partisan stand. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bouake, Sept 1) i 


[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1743] 


KENYA 


a. Kenyan MPs laud Rwanda strides in 
democracy: Kenya’s lawmakers say they were 
awed by Rwanda’s confident strides in nurturing 
their young democracy. 


Although their initial mission was to learn about the ills of 
ethnicised politics and what led to the 1994 genocide, they all 
agree that Rwanda has several lessons to offer Kenya on 
parliamentary democracy. Voting in Parliament is done electroni- 
cally and the minutes of cabinet meetings are posted on the 
Internet. This sort of openness fosters understanding among the 
people. Moreover, the hectoring and heckling that characterises 
debate in our Parliament is non-existent in Rwanda, as one 
states one’s position with one push of the button. This saves 
time and more business can be carried out. 


Again, Rwanda’s parliament is wired and members can 
access the Internet within. its precincts and.beyond. This 
enhances the quality of debate as the MPs can easily do 
research into whatever subject they wish. Needless to say, 
installing such systems is expensive. Kenya's legislators have 
been feuding over whether or not to commit Sh800 million to 
refurbishing Parliament and installing Internet services, or to 
putting up a new building. Cynics could dismiss Rwanda’s 
progress as a windfall from the donors, who continue to provide 
a huge portion of its national budget. But Rwanda has excelled 
in installing modern communication systems. (The Nation, 
Nairobi, Sept 9) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1733} 


MALAGASY 


a. Campaign launched to immunise 650,000 
children against polio: The re-emergence of polio 
in Malagasy has forced health authorities to launch 
a nationwide immunisation campaign covering 
650,000 children under the age of five. 


Two cases of the virus were reported in southern Madagascar 
in the fast few weeks, which officials said had set back 
eradication efforts by at least three years. A country can only 
be declared polio-free after an independent committee has 
certified that there have been no polio cases for three 
consecutive years. 
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Around 9,000 health workers and community volunteers will 
travel door-to-door across the southern region of the country to 
‘ensure that hundreds of thousands of children each get two 
doses of oral polio vaccine. , ; 


"The southern region is extremely poor, but ! think that the 
reason the cases emerged in this area is simply because of poor 
coverage - routine immunisation levels were not as high as we 
wanted, and there had been quite a lot of changes in the 
personne! who were responsible for the immunisation effort,” the 
UN Children's Fund Country Representative, Barbara Bentein, 
told IRIN. 


She added that although the country's surveillance system 
was adequate, more needed to be done to ensure that stronger 
monitoring mechanisms were put in place. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, Aug 30) 


[Previous issue Malagasy, page 1723] 


MALAWI 


a. UN launches ‘unprecedented smart appeal’ 
to counter food crisis in Malawi: The United 
Nations on Aug 30 launched an $88 million ‘smart’ 
flash appeal for Malawi, where some 4.2 million 
people—34 per cent of the population—face acute 
food shortages in an unprecedented two-track 
approach to both address immediate needs and 
prevent a recurring crisis. 


"This is not a typical UN Flash Appeal. It is a ‘smart Appeal’, 
requesting international support for the Government of Malawi's 
leadership in addressing both immediate humanitarian needs, 
and to allow the Government to take action to minimize the 
likelihood of another food shortage-driven humanitarian crisis 
next year,” the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) said. 


The appeal seeks $51 million for immediate food, nutrition, 
education, and protection and $37 million for agricultural input 
for longterm production, providing additional support to the 
Government's two-track approach to combating the situation of 
chronic food insecurity that grips the entire southern African 
region. The appeal comes just four days after UN Emergency 
Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland raised what he called "early 
warnings for Malawi" after the world was slow to respond to 
warnings in November 2004 of impending crisis in Niger country 
where more than 2.5 million people are now grappling with the 
grave effects of drought and locusts. (UN News Service, 
New York, Aug 30) 

{Previous issue Malawi, page 1756] 


MAURITANIA 


a. RSF Issues 12-point formula for press 
freedom to military junta: A month after a junta 
calling itself the Military Council for Justice and 
Democracy seized power in Mauritania and prom- 
ised to re-establish democracy, Reporters Without 


‘Borders has written to the head of the junta, Col. 


Ely Ould Mohamed Vall, who took over as president, 


recommending 12 steps his government should 
take to establish press freedom in Mauritania. 


"You are undoubtedly aware of the crucial role played by the 
African press today in promoting and sustaining democracy, by 
serving as a mirror in which nations can see themselves,” 
Reporters Without Borders said in the letter, which was handed 
in to the Mauritanian embassy in Paris. 

The letter continued: “To achieve the goals you announced 
when taking power, it is essential that you allow Mauritania’s 
journalists a space in which they can practice their trade calmly, 
responsibly, free of fear of the police and repression. We would 
like to assure the Mauritanian authorities, whoever they are, of 
our availability to help them do this." 

Ousted President Maouiya Ould Taya’s government showed 
little respect for press freedom. It exploited a draconian press 
law to censor or close down critical newspapers. (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, Paris, Sept 7) 

b. Junta declares general amnesty for politi- 
cal prisoners: One month after seizing power ina 
bloodless coup, Mauritania’s new military rulers 
have announced a sweeping amnesty for political 
crimes, freeing scores of prisoners: over the week- 
end, including a band of coup plotters and alleged 
Islamic extremists. 


Many of those released had been detained earlier this year 
as part of a crackdown on Islamic militants by then-president 


-‘Maaouya Ould Taya. 


Opposition leaders and some intaviationsl analysts had said 
at the time that Ould Taya was exaggerating the Islamic threat 
to win plaudits from the United States and as an excuse to round 
up legitimate opponents. 

In a speech broadcast on state radio on the head of the 
governing Military Council for Justice and Democracy, Col Ely 
Ould Mohamed Vall, said the government has decided to allow 
"a general, full and complete amnesty to all Mauritanians 
condemned for political crimes or offences, in order to permit 
them to participate in the work of building the country in complete 
freedom.” Justice Minister Mahfoudh Ould Battah told reporters 
that some 20 people had been excluded from the general pardon. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Dakar, Sept 5) 

Mauritanians no closer to returning home, 16 
years after exodus: Rougui Diallo can see her 
home on the northern eal of a Senegal eae in 

; Mauritania, but 16 years as a refugee 
and still fearful of the persecution that 
drove her out, she is no closer to returning. 


Diallo is among about 65,000 mainly Afro-Mauritanians 
forced out of their country when long-standing ethnic tensions 
turned into violence in April 1989. Diallo, then four months 
pregnant, managed to escape to Senegal but her husband was 
killed in the spurt of anti-black violence in Mauritania that followed 
border clashes over land rights. 


The Mauritanian government is said to have exploited the 
ensuing unrest to banish blacks from the country. Mauritanian 
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politics and Society since independence have been dominated 
by the country’s light-skinned Arab population, known as 
“Beydanes,” or "white men." 


Rights groups say the government has oppressed blacks as 
part of an attempt to "Arabise" the country. Ethnic backgrounds 
link refugees locals. 


Some 20,000 Mauritanian refugees are still living on the 
Senegal side of the river, which separates the two countries. 


Nearly 4,000 of the refugees live in two camps - N’dioum 
and Dodel. But most are spread in villages and small settlements 
across a 600-kilometre strip between Richard Toll and Bakel. 


Dilah Doumaye- the UN refugee agency regional repre- 
sentative in Dakar, said there are strong links between local 
residents and the long-time refugees. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Dakar, August 5) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1757] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Funding shortfall threatens hundreds of 
thousands with hunger, says UN: Hundreds of 
thousands of vulnerable people in Mozambique will 
go hungry unless the international community helps 
fill a dramatic funding shortfall, the United Nations 

“World Food Programme (WFP) warned on Sept 9. 


"We urgently need $19 million to keep essential feeding 

programmes going for 430,000 people in Mozambique, but we 
need the assistance now," WFP Regional Director for Southern 
Africa Mike Sackett said, noting that the agency is now 
reaching only just over a third of those in need, and the number 
will rise sharply from November. (UN News Service, New York, 
Sept 9) 
_ b. 12 killed in Frelimo-Renamo skirmish: 
Mozambican politicians have roundly condemned a 
recent clash between supporters of the country’s 
major political parties over disputed municipal 
elections. 


Twelve people were killed while another 47 were killed a 
week before after scuffles broke out between adherents of the 
ruling FRELIMO party and the opposition RENAMO party in 
Mocimboa da Praia municipality in the northern province of Cabo 
Delgado. 5 i 


The skirmish occurred during a march by RENAMO support- 
ers to protest a Constitutional Council ruling upholding a disputed 
local by-election victory by the governing FRELIMO party in May. 
"There have been allegations that RENAMO supporters caused 
the trouble, but that is not true we got news that the houses of 
local political leaders from both sides were burnt down. 


"We must be careful not to paint a picture that there is 
violence between RENAMO and FRELIMO. This is a local 
problem and will be dealt with in that province [Cabo Delgado]," 


he added. (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, - 


Johannesburg, Sept 8) 
[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1757] 


NAMIBIA 


a. $44.7 million UN aid to fight AIDS, food 
insecurity: The UN signed a second development 
assistance framework (UNDAF) of $44.7 million with 
Namibia during the week to support the fight against 
HIV/AIDS, food insecurity and improving social 
service delivery over the next five years. 

"We have identified these areas as ‘triple threats’ together 
with the Namibian government," said UN Country Representative 
Simon Nhongo. "Intensive negotiations culminated in this 
UNDAF and the completion of the Common Country Assessment 
(CCA), which also involved civil society and cther development 
partners." The CCA is a development report identifying the most 
critical challenges facing the country. "A new kind of humanitarian 
crisis is emerging in Namibia, which is a complex triad consisting 
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, deepening food insecurity and a 
hollowing out of capacity on national, community and household 
levels," the CCA report said. External shocks like drought and 
floods experienced by Namibia during 2002 and 2003, had 
interrupted the country’s development, the report noted. Due to 
HIV/AIDS deaths recovery took much longer. 


"This crisis in Namibia is fuelled by existing poverty and 
inadequate essential public services and as the AIDS epidemic 
worsens, it brings in new patterns of food insecurity, destitution 
and greater vulnerability," said the CCA. The government's free 
antiretroviral treatment programme only reaches 17,000 people, 
but about 230,000 Namibians are HIV positive; the northeastern 
Caprivi Region has the highest HIV prevalence rate of 43 
percent. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Windhoek, Sept 9) 

OKONJIMA: Finding a way for people and 
cheetahs to coexist: Roused from his lair in the 
knee-high grass of the Namibian bush, Dewey the 

Spotlight cheetah lifted his head toward the 
latest clutch of gaping humans a few 
meters away, with a contemptuous stare of the sort 
that only cats can deliver. 


Dean Masika played at reading Dewey's mind. "Damn. They 


found me again," he mocked. “How do they do that?” 


Simple. Wielding an antenna that resembles an oversize - 
branding iron, Masika leads eco-tourists to Dewey every few 
days as surely as if the big cat carried a homing beacon—which 
he does, on a bulky plastic collar around his neck. 


But tourism is in some ways as asierisk to these visits. Dewey 
is one of some 70 cheetahs on a 4,050-hectare sanctuary 
managed by the AfriCat Foundation, a nonprofit group dedicated 
to helping Namibia's big carnivores survive. Masika wants to see - 
if Dewey, who was rescued as a 2-month-old orphan, has picked 


- up the hunting skills to make it on his own. 


In Namibia, there are bigger cats, like lions, and more 
common ones, like leopards. But cats like Dewey grab the 
attention of wildlife conservationists like AfriCat, and for good 
reason: Namibia is home to perhaps 3,00 cheetahs, up to 
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one-fourth of: the world’s population. A threat to cheetahs here 
is a threat to the survival of the entire species. 


Cheetahs are endangered, found only in Africa and in Iran, 
where about 200 remain. While they are adept hunters, they 
tend to fare poorly in wildlife reserves, where they must compete 
in a limited territory with lions and leopards. Even in Namibia, 
where just 1.7 million people occupy land twice the size of 
California, wide-open spaces are at a premium. 


Untamed as much of Namibia seems, cheetahs and leopards 
are threatened by development and by conflict with some 7,000 
farmers and ranchers, who have fenced in most of the arable 
fand and sometimes see the big cats as a threat. 


Since the early 1990’s AfriCat and the Cheetah Conservation 
Fund have rescued and relocated more than 1,600 Namibian 
cats, mostly cheetahs, and worked to show landowners how to 
live peaceably with predators they might otherwise gun down. 
The result, said Laurie L Marker, the executive director of the 
nonprofit Conservation Fund, is that a precipitous drop in 
Namibia's cheetah population has been halted, and numbers 
have even begun to rise the last few years. 


In the 1980's, Namibia’s cheetah population shrank by half, 
with more than 800 killings reported annually. Today that number 
is about 200, When Marker began her cheetah-saving campaign 
in 1990s, "probably 90 per cent of the people looked at me and 
thought | was nuts," she said in a telephone interview. "At this 


point, a good 60 or 70 per cent of the people within the cheetah’s 


range are very enlightened, and not having any problems with 
cheetahs". (Michael Wines in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Aug 13) 


[Previous issue Namibia, page 1758] 
NIGER 


a. Presidential panel bars journalists from 
covering proceedings: On 22 August, a presiden- 


tial committee investigating the jail-breaks that took 
place at the Port Harcourt Prison in Rivers State . 


and the Ugwuashi-Ukwu Prison-in Delta State 
barred journalists from covering its proceedings. 


Senator Stella Omu, the chairman of the committee, which 
is sitting in Asaba, the Delta State capital, said journalists were 
being barred from the venue where the committee is meeting 
because the proceedings were not yet meant for media coverage. 
She claimed that the presence of journalists at this stage of 
proceedings could prevent some witnesses from coming forward 
to voluntarily give information on the Uguashi-Uku incident, which 
would jeopardise the committee’s work. 


Senator Omu said journalists would be invited to cover the 
proceedings at the appropriate time. (Media Rights Agenda, 
Lagos, Aug 29) 


b. 40 Niger nationis repatriated: About 40 
nationals of Niger Republic were recently repatri- 
ated by Sokoto State Command of Nigerian Immi- 
gration Service (NIS). 


This was disclosed by the command’s Comptroller, Bandele 
Okunowo. He said the raids were carried out across the 23 
centres. Nigeriens "eased" out of Nigeria were staying in the 
country without the necessary document. 


He noted that such raids were part of the routine activities 
of the command. "Any body who wants to either come to the 
country or exit must possess required travel documents,” he 
said. 


Okunowo welcomed the sae of Sokoto State as one of 
the 12 new states where the zonal offices of National Agency 
for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons are to be opened. 
(This Day, Lagos, Aug 31) 

[Previous issue Niger, page 1758] 


RWANDA 


a. Belgian priest arrested on genocide 
charges: Fr Guy Theunis, a Belgian Catholic priest, 
was arrested at Kigali International Airport for 
allegedly participating in the 1994 Genocide. 


Guy, who worked as a missionary in Rwanda from 1970 until 
1994, was arrested on Sept 6 en route from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, heading for Beigium. 

According to Prosecutor Emmanuel Rukangira, Fr Theunis 
had incited Rwandans to commit genocide by re-publishing 
articles from the extremist publication, Kangura, in his Dialogue 


. Magazine.. The former Editor of Kangura Hassan Ngeze was 


sentenced to life by the United Nations International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), the court set up to try those 
responsible for the Genocide. 


Rukangira told The New Times that although Theunis does 
not feature on the initial category of genocide masterminds, he 
will be taken to face the Gacaca village court of Nyarugenge 
Sector in Kigali City Center, where his category would be 
established depending on the gravity of his alleged crimes. (The 
New Times, Kigali, Sept 8) 

b. 1,000 genocide suspects registered for 
TIGG: About 1,000 released suspects have already 
registered for community service, the Executive 
Secretary of the project for alternative penalty for 
released Genocide suspects, (TIGG) Emmanuel 
Twagirumukiza, said. 


Addressing students at the Independent University of Kigali 
(ULK), Twagirumukiza said the exact number of suspects to get 
the alternative penalty under TIGG will be determined by the 
Gacaca trials. The students were urged to support the re-inte- 
gration of suspects into the community. 


"The country will earn a lot from the release of prisoners; 
they are going to work in different fields like environmental 
protection, infrastructure, and even building houses for unprivi- 
leged people instead of remaining in prison," Twagirumukiza 
said. 


The students were, however, concerned with the likelihood 
of suspects causing violence in the community as they try to 
destroy any incriminating evidence. 
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In response, the TIGG Deputy Executive Secretary, Anastase 
Nabahire, said that the government policy of releasing Genocide 
suspects is not a complete amnesty but is meant to reduce 
government expenditure, build peace and reconciliation, and make 
the accused contribute to social development. (The New Times, 
Kigali, Sept 2) 

{Previous issue Rwanda, page 1759] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Amputees threaten to sue SLPP govern- 
ment: Amputees and War Wounded Association in 
Sierra Leone on Aug 30 threatened to sue the Sierra 
Leone Peoples Party (SLPP) government for delib- 
erately failing to respond to their welfare as was 
stated in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) Report. 

Alhaji Lamin Jusu Jarka, Chairman of the Association, 

revealed to Concord Times that since the end of the TRC hearing 
their reparations issue has not been addressed and that "if they 
fail to respond to our requests we would sue them in the 
International Court of Justice." 


He pointed out that government is not doing anything in their 
interest and disclosed that at a meeting recently held in Makeni 
by amputees in the Northern region, it was resolved that their 
reparation benefits should be $ 3,000 as a monthly allowance 
which will facilitate their housing, medical facilities and take care 
of their families as well. 


Alhaji Jarka said government should see it as a permanent 
concern to set up a victim fund so as to give reparation dues to 
war wounded and amputees, reiterating that government has 
failed to protect them and their families. (Concord Times, 
Freetown, Aug 31) 

[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1760] 


SOMALIA 


a. Somalia, Kenya sign cooperation accord: 
Kenya on Sept 6 became the first country to sign 
an international treaty with the Somali transitional 
government. 


The two states pledged to work together on education, health 
and security, according to the agreement. The Kenya—Somalia 
Agreement on Technical and Economic Cooperation was signed 
by Somali Foreign minister Abdullahi Sheik Ishmail and Kenya’s 
Chirau Ali Mwakwere in his Nairobi office on Sept 6. 


Ishmaii said the areas two countries would work most closely 
on were cross-border security, economic and financial coopera- 
tion, trade, education and health. 

Somali Prime Minister Ali Mohamed Ghedi said Kenya would 
work with Somalia to help the communities devastated by more 
than a decade of conflict besides setting up local administration. 

There has been no effective central government in Somalia 
since clan-based warlords overthrew dictator Mohamed Siad 
Barre in 1991. Warlords then turned on one another, plunging 
the country of seven million into chaos. 


The transitional government, formed after lengthy peace talks 
in Kenya in 2004, raised hope, but its members quickly fel! out 
over where the government should be based and whether it 
needed peacekeepers from neighbouring countries to help 
establish order. (The Nation, Nairobi, Sept 7) 

b. Smugglers dump in the sea 75 Arican 
immigrants: At least 75 illegal immigrants from 


Somalia and Ethiopis drowned and some 150 
others were missing when armed men smuggling 
would-be immigrants to Yemen in two boats forced 
them overboard several kilometres from the shore, 
sources said on on Septm 5. 


The boats had set sail on 30 August from a coastal village 
some 25 km from northeastern Somalia's port town of Bossaso, 
the commercial capita! of the self-declared autonomous region 
of Puntland, Abdinasir Mire-Adan, a reporter for the Bossaso- 
based Midnimo Radio, told IRIN. 


The boats, he added, had been carrying 250 people, many 
of whom were women and children. The acting Somali 
Consul-General, Husayn Haji Ahmad, told IRIN from the 
Yemeni port city of Aden that as of Sept 4, 37 people had 
been found alive. 


He said the smugglers, out of fear of interception by Yemeni 
coastguards, had on Sept 2 forced people at gunpoint to jump 
into the sea some five km from the shore."Many of those people 
who jumped did not even know how to swim," Ahmad said. 


"Local fishermen picked up some of the 35 men and two 
women, while others swam to the shore." "[Some] bodies of 
dead passengers washed up on the beach," he added, and said 
search and rescue operations by Yemeni authorities were 
continuing, but "hopes of finding: any more survivors are 
dwindling". (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Nairobi, Sept 5) 

c. Human rights abuses rampant, says expert: 
Human rights violations, including harassment: of 
minorities and human trafficking have remained 
rampant in Somalia despite the creation of a 
transitional government for the country, an inde- 
pendent expert said. f 


"The human rights situation has not improved," Ghanim 
Alnajjar, the UN Independent Expert on the Situation of Human 


‘Rights in Somalia, told a news conference in the Kenyan capital, 


Nairobi, at the end of an 11-day mission to Somalia. 


He said the fledgling Somali transitional federal government 
lacked the capacity to deal with the human rights problem, mainly 
because it had still not established iis authority on the ground. 
That government led by President Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed was 
formed in Nairobi in October 2004 and relocated to Somalia in 
June 2005. ; q 

Alnajjar said minorities continued to be harassed and the 
jack of an authority to police Somalia’s long coastline had 
encouraged human trafficking. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Nairobi, Sept 1) 

[Previous issue Somalia, page 1760} 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. South Africa puts the unemployed on 
conservation work: On a red-dirt road in the 


: Baviaanskloof Nature Reserve in 
Spotlight South Africa, Mike Powell suddenly 
slammed on the brakes and pointed at an innocu- 
ous-looking clump of pink flowers. "That is an alien,” 
he said. 


Baviaanskloof means Valley of the Baboons in Afrikaans, but 
Powell, programme manager for a government project called 
Working for Woodlands,’ is more concerned with plants. "It is 
called mother of millions," he said of the flower. "it's an invasive 
succulent from Madagascar’. 


Alien invasive plants are a serious concern in South Africa, 
displacing native vegetation and sucking up water needed. by 
humans. They are one of many environmental problems that 
have prompted programmes like Powell's to pioneer a new 
ecological approach in Africa—conservation farming. 


In 1995; the South African government started a programme 
called Working for Water, in which unemployed people were hired 
to clear thirsty alien trees from important watersheds around 
Cape Town, 


That programme now operates in every South African 
province, has an annual budget of $60 million and has inspired 
a group of sister programs that may change the face of 
conservation across the continent. Their aim is not just to restore 
ecosystems but also to utilize them to benefit humans. 


Healthy marshlands serve to purify the water that runs 
through them. So Working for Wetlands was created from 
Working for Water five years ago and employs teams throughout 
the country to restore marshes. Working on Fire has been 
dispatching crews since 2003 to prevent and control wildfires. 
And in Baviaanskloof, Powell is overseeing Working for Wood- 
lands, a pilot project to reforest Subtropical thickets to capture 
carbon from the atmosphere and support biodiversity on the land. 


One important goal of the programme is to provide people 
with skills to help them get jobs in the private sector. All the 
programmes require that workers be recruited from "the poorest 
of the poor", and in an effort to raise participation by single 
parents, 6 out of every 10 must be women. 


Arnold Viegeland said he was unemployed when he joined 
the Working for Water programme seven years ago. Today, he 
oversees 109 workers in two programmes and has a bright office 
at the new National Park headquarters. 


The programme suffers from one problem: stable financing. 
Powell said he is eager to see conservation farming evolve 
beyond Bavisaanskloof onto private farms, where landowners 
might be compensated for providing services like water filtration, 
carbon sequestration and fire suppression. 


On the Agulhas Plains, Japie Buckle, a technical adviser at 
a wetlands restoration site, and Viegeland began restoring 
wetlands on several hundreds hectares of old farmiand in 2004. 
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“The farmers are shaking their heads because the state 
paid them to drain these fields 40 years ago," Buckle said. "Now 
the state is paying us to put the water back". ( Amanda Hawn 
in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Aug 6) 

[Previous issue South Africa, page 1761] 


SUDAN 


a. UNHCR SoS for Sudanese refugees: Arriv- 
ing in a small village in South Sudan after seven 
days of travelling throughout the country to spotlight 
the plight of 4.5 million people displaced by years 
of war, the head of the United Nations refugee 
agency (UNHCR) has vowed to tell the political 
leaders of the world’s richest nations to do more to 
improve the lives of African people. 

Standing underneath a huge shade tree in Yari, south Sudan, 
Ant'nio Guterres told villagers on Aug 28 that UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees is doing its best to help with schools 
and health centres so that people who fled 21 years of civil war 
between southern rebels and the Khartoum Government can 
come home and stay home. But more international funds are 
needed to develop the desperately poor region, he said. 

He drew a clear link between development aid, economic 
growth and peace for a long-tortured region where even today 
landmines still deface the landscape and claim lives. With the 
signing of a peace deal in January, preparations are now being 


- made for people to return home from neighbouring countries. 


People displaced within Sudan are also on the move and 
UNHCR is working in south Sudanese communities and 
elsewhere to drill boreholes and build schools and health 
clinics to improve conditions for people to return, rebuild their 
lives, and remain in their homeland for good. (UN News Service, 
New York, Aug 29) 

[Previous issue Sudan, page1762) 


` © SWAZILAND 


_a. Sex ban evoke mixed reaction: A traditional 
chastity vow by young Swazi women reintroduced 
by King Mswati III in 2001 to prevent the spread of 
HIV/AIDS officially ended on Aug 22 amid mixed 
feelings. 


Known as "umewasho", after the tasselled woollen headgear 
worn by young girls, the ritual required its initiates to make a 
vow that they would abstain from sex for five years, and devote 
their efforts to self-improvement and learning traditional Swazi 
ways. 

However, as scores of women celebrated the end of the sex 
ban by burning their tassels on Aug 22, a debate has begun 
over the long-term impact of the custom. 

"Wearing the tassels was good for us young girls because 
men were scared to touch and abuse us. Now that we had to 
take off the woollen tasséls we will be vulnerable to abuse,” 
16-year-old Bongiwe Nkampule told the BBC. 


A health ministry sentinel surveillance report, released in 
April, showed a decline in the number of HIV-positive pregnant 
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girls from 33.5 percent in 2002 to 29.3 percent in 2004 - but this 
was within the 3 percent plus-or-minus error range. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, 
Aug 24) 
50,000 topless virgins vie for a king: More 
than 50,000 Pees virgins vied to become 
; the King of Swaziland’s 13th wife in a 
Spotlight ceremony on Aug 29 which critics say 
ill befits a counry with the world’s highest HIV/AIDS 
rate. 


King Mswati ll, sub-Saharan Africa's last absolute monarch, 
arrived dressed in a leopard-skin loincloth to watch the Reed 
Dance ceremony, which he has used since 1999 to pluck new 
brides from the girls dressed in little more than beaded miniskirts. 


Wielding machetes as signing tributes to the king and queen 
mother, also known as the Great She-Elephant, the girls danced 
around the royal stadium in the hope of catching the eye of the 
37-year-old monarch. 


"| want to live a nice life, have money, be rich, have a BMW 
and cellphone," said one of the dancers, 16-year-old Zodwa 
Mamba, who wore a traditional brightly coloured tasselled scarf. 
Critics say Mswait, who has courted controversy for his lavish 
lifestyle while two-thirds of his subjects live in abject poverty, set 
a bad example by encouraging polygamy and tenage sex in a 
country where 40 per cent of adults live with HIV. 


Some say the Reed Dance, traditionally meant to celebrate 
womanhood and virginity, has become little more than a 
showcase for the king’s young would-be brides. "The Reed 
Dance has been abused for one man's personal satisfaction," 
Mario Masuku, leader of the banned Opposition party, said. "The 
king has a passion for young women and opulence". But many 
Swazis say the young monarch has a right to do as he pleases, 
fending, his penchant for young brides as Swazi tradition and 
arguing: iat ceremonies like the Reed Dance, which this year 
drew a record 50,000 maidens, a cement national identity. 


"The king takes a wife whenever he wants and that's the 
way it is. This is our culture and we will never change," said 
Tsandzile Ndluva, 21, another dancer. Many maidens, who come 
from villages across the country, dream ofj joining the king's wives 
who have their own palaces and BMW cars. But others were 
scared that catching the royal eye could curtail their freedom 
and force them into a polygamous marriage. "Marriage is about 
love, not money", said trainee police officer Patiene Dlamini, who 
jazzed up her traditional outfit with a fake diamond necklace. 
"This thing of many wives is not good, how does he satisfy them 
all?" The king has also drawn censure from rights groups and 
the international community for the ban on political parties in a 
nation of one million people squashed between South Africa and 
Mozambique. 


But despite criticism of Mswati abroad, Masuku’s outlawed 
People’s United Democratic Movement (PUDEMO) has failed to 
muster much support at homa, partly because many ordinary 
peaple back the king and ceremonies like the Reed Dance as 
symbols of national identity. The Aug 29 ceremony was the 
culmination of a week of preparations, which included the lifting 


of a royal ban on sex with virgins, decreed in 2001 to help rein 
in HIV. Days after reviving the ancient ban, Mswati in 2001, 
married a virgin and fined himself one cow.. Last week he lifted 
the five-year ban a year early, ordering thousands of maidens 
to throw off chastity scarves worn’ to ward of preying men. 


"What the king did by taking another wife was not good," 
said 20-year-old Zanele Dlamini, a health worker who chose not 
to join in the dance. “He is not a good leader because multiple 
wives can spread HIV". (Deccan Herald, Bangalore, Aug 31) 


[Previous issue Swaziland, page 1733] 


TANZANIA 


a. Ethiopia, Tanzania sign cooperation ac- 
cords: Ethiopia and Tanzania signed three agree- 
ments in Addis Ababa, Aug 31, to further strengthen 
bilateral cooperation between the two countries. 


Accordingly, the governments of the two countries signed a 
general cooperation agreement. The two countries have also 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation in the 
field of tourism considering the rich potentials for tourism 
development in the countries. Memorandum of Understanding 
was also signed between the two countries that provides for 
institutional cooperation between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
of the two countries to foster the on-going collaboration in the 
field of foreign affairs in such international and regional fora as 
the UN, AU and others. A joint Ministerial Commission was also 
launched as a mechanism to facilitate and expedite cooperation 
between the two countries. 


The agreements were signed by Foreign Minister Seyoum 
Mesfin, Tourism Commissioner Abdullahi Yusuf Suker and 
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and international Cooperation 
of Tanzania Dr. Abdulkadir A. Shareef. (The Ethiopian Herald, 
Addis Ababa, Sept 1) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1762] 


UGANDA 


a. Uganda’s AIDS programme in crisis: 
Uganda’s pioneering AIDS programme, which 
showed the world that the epidemic could be turned 
around in Africa, appears to be in crisis as the 
Government stands accused of obstructing the 
distribution of millions of condoms while preaching 
that no sex is the best prevention policy for single 
people, a report said, Sept 3. 

Leading AIDS activists and the UN special envoy for 
HIV/AIDS in Africa, Stephen Lewis, have urged Uganda to make 
more condoms available. 


They argued that the abstinence-only policies being pro- 
moted by the First Lady, Janet Museveni, and financed by the 
US Government are not, on their own, going to stop the spread 
of the disease. 


The battle over prevention tactics appears to be coming to 
a head just days after questions have been asked about “the 
financial management of Uganda's flagship AIDS programme. 
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its funding from Uganda’s programmes. After a review by 
accountants Pricewaterhouse-Coopers of the handling of AIDS 
funding, the Global Fund suspended five grants worth $201 
million over two years and demanded that the unit within the 
Uganda Ministry of Health that. manages them should be 
disbanded. 

The phenomenal success of Uganda's fight against AIDS is 
largely credited to its President Yoweri Museveni who took the 
bold decision to speak out publicly about what was considered 
a shameful disease and tell people how to combat it. . 

Prevention strategies: Prevention strategies, including the 
promotion of condoms, were central. 


But in the last couple of years, the Ugandan and the US 
Governments have shown increasing interest in promoting 
abstinence and fidelity in marriage, with condoms given out only 
to those who cannot manage either. 


New billbords have appeared in Uganda, signed by the office 
of the First Lady and bearing the logo of USAID—the US 
development agency. One has a picture of a glamorous , smiling 
young woman, saying "She’s saving herself for marriage—how 
about you?" Activists argue that while abstinence until marriage 
are admirable concepts, human Weakness, prostitution, the 
subservience of women in African society and the difficulty of 
changing behaviour pattern dictate that condom use must be at 
least as well promoted, and condoms must be easily available. 

But the condom supply has dried up, say campaigners. 
According to the US pressure group the Centre for Health and 
Gender Equity (Change), condoms are difficult to find in the 
cities, and are unavailable in many rural areas. 


“The crisis in Uganda has been created by the actions—and 
inaction—of the Government of Uganda and the British admini- 
stration, the primary donor for HIV/AIDS programmes in Uganda, 
and a major force in undermining effective HIV prevention 
programmes throughout sub-Saharan Africa and central Amer- 
ica,” said Jodi Jacobson, executive director of Change. 


The condom crisis began in October 2004, when the 
President ordered a natinwide recall of the condoms distributed 
free in health clinics under the brand name Engabu. 


It was alleged they were of poor quality. 


Negative stories: The Government carried out a quality-test- 
ing programme and all condoms were impounded. Public 
confidence in the Engabu brand plummeted after negative stories 
in the press and comments by the First Lady about the 
effectiveness of condoms. New taxes pushed the prices up. 


The Government claims that the original Engabu condoms 
are now too discredited to be distributed, though tests have 
cleared them. 


They have obtained an emergency grant from the UK’s 
Department for 20 million new, unbranded condoms. When those 
are finished, they will distribute a new batch of 80 million of the 
Engabu brand, they say. f 

"There is no condom shortage in Uganda", Vastha Kibirige, 
cocrdinator of condom procurement at the Ministry of Health, 
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said. "The strategy is to distribute the non-branded ones first, 
and when we are more sure of particular groups that will not 
mind whatever brand, so long as we give them condoms, we 
shall distribute the new Engabu. We also have to withdraw the 
old stocks before we provide the new ones”. 


She added that the Government was committed io a 
three-pronged AIDS prevention strategy, comprising abstinence, 
fidelity and condoms. ` 


"Abstinence and faithfulness will continue to be emphasisd,” 
she said. (Guardian Newspapers Ltd, London/Hindu, New Delhi, 
Sept 3) i 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1762] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. 42 flea markets reopened: Harare City 
Council will open at least 42 weekend flea markets 
at major shopping centres across the city. 


The opening of additional flea markets followed the success- 
ful launching of the Mabelreign flea market last weekend. The 
flea markets will operate in Marlborough at the Civic Centre, Mt 
Pleasant at Ashbrittle, Bond and Groombridge shopping centres 
while in Borrowdale the flea market will be at Helensvale shops. 


Hatcliffe, Tafara and Sunningdale shopping centres have all 
been designated for weekend flea markets. In Dzivaresekwa the 
flea markets will operate at Mawadze and Nyaguwa shopping 
centres and in Mufakose - Mhishi, OK and Gwenyambira 
shopping centres will offer weekend flea markets. Other areas 
that will have weekend flea markets are Kamhunhu, Old 
Mabvuku and Matongo shopping centres in Mabvuku, OK 
shopping centre in Kuwadzana, Spaceman and Glen Norah B 
shopping centres in Glen Norah. (The Herald, Harare, Sept 3) 


b. Daily News journalist acquitted: A magis- 
trate in Zimbabwe's capital, Harare, acquitted a 
journalist on Sept 2 on criminal charges of working 
without accreditation for the now-banned Daily 
News, according to his lawyer. 


Observers say the ruling in favor of Kelvin Jakachira could 
set an important precedent for several other former Daily News 
journalists facing the same charge. 


Jakachira was accused of working for the paper between 
January and September 2003 without the government license 
required by the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (AIPPA). The Daily News, Zimbabwe's only independent 
daily, was forced to close in September 2003 after the Supreme 
Court ruled that it was operating illegally under AIPPA. 


Magistrate Prisca Chigumba ruled that Jakachira had applied 
for accreditation in accordance with the AIPPA but received no 
response from the government. Chigumba ruled that Jakachira 
was entitled to work while awaiting the outcome of his 
application. At least eight other former Daily News journalists 
are facing similar charges in cases that could be heard this fall. 
Jakachira’s lawyer, Beatrice Mtetwa, said the ruling could benefit 
the other defendants. 
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"All these journalists’ applications were sent toghtt she 
said. "And we expect the evidence to be more or less‘ A e. 
(Committee to Protect Journalists, New York; Sept 2) = 
[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1764] E 


REGIONAL 


a. UN to disarm FDLR by 2010: The United 
Nations will tell the African Union (AU) to disarm 
the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda 
(FDLR) militia by 2010, a report indicated. 


The Rwandan rebels, who perpetrated the 1994 Genocide, 


are camped in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of- 


the Congo. The report released at Sheraton Hotel, Kampala on 
September 8, said that 15,000 African Union troops are required 
to effect the disarmament. 

"AU is considering sending in troops to disarm Rwandan 
rebels in eastern DRC. Success in such operations will require 
a far higher level of coordinated support from the international 
community. The problem is that regional bodies in Africa lack 
resources, logistics and human capacity to act on such ambitious 
mandates," the repart said. 

"In 1996, the US launched the African Crisis Response 
Initiative to train African soldiers. By 2004 more than 10,000 
troops had been trained. In February 2004, the European Union 
pledged $300 million for creating five regional, multinational 
standby brigades. These are a start, but still far short of an 
effective intervention force for responding rapidly to the region's 
conflicts. Establishing the Africa standby force proposed by the 


AU will require continuing support for planning and logistics if, 


the proposed capacity of 15,000 troops is to be in place by 2010". 
(The New Times, Kigali, Sept 8) 

_b. Kigali meet hails Uganda for expelling 
Congolese militia: Great Lakes Region states 
meeting in Kigali, on Aug 26. lauded Uganda for its 
decision to expel the leadership of Congolese 
Revolutionary Movement (MRC) militia. 


In its final communiqu, the Tripartite Joint Commission, 
composed of representatives of the governments of the DR 
Congo, Rwanda and Uganda, “welcomed Uganda's decision to 
declare as persona non grata, DRC militia leaders who had fled 
to Uganda." 

The Uganda internal affairs minister Dr Ruhakana Rugunda 
told a press conference that he was expelling the Congolese 
militia following pressure from the international community and 
the transitional government of the DRC. The conference was 
facilitated by the US. Justin Lobho, a spokesman of the 
Congolese militias, said he and his colleagues had left Uganda 





; Sane’ 





roy Others expelled were Bwambale Kakolere, Dido 

apy öfa Ndodjolo Cui, Mbuna Dieudone and Jean Pierre 

Sina They are members of MRC, which was formed in 
is year. (New Vision, Kampala, Aug 27) 

Te. LONDON: Climate change adds to Africa’s 
woes: Efforts to alleviate poverty in Africa will fail 
unless urgent action is taken to halt climate change, 
a group of Western development and environmental 
agencies has said. 


Acting collectively as the Working Group on Climate Change 
and Development, a coalition of 21 agencies says the poorest 
people on the planet are being hardest hit by global warming as 
land becomes uncultivable and pests and disease threaten 
livestock. In its report, the Coalition, which includes ActionAid, 
Christian Aid, Friends of the Earth, and the New Economics 
Foundation, says climate change threatens to leave an additional 
80-120 million people worldwide hungry and, .although, it was 
one of the main items on the G8 agenda in Scotland recently, 
the G8, says the Coalition, did nothing and it is Africa that will 
pay the price. 

It says rains are already disrupted with serious consequences 
for 70 per cent of Afrians who rely on rain-fed farmng as opposed 
to agricultural enterprises serviced by irrigation. 


These rain-reliant farmers are overwhelmingly from the 
poorest families and the fear is that livelihoods built for 
generations on particular patterns of farming may become 
unviable. Sixty-five developing countries, home to more than half 
the developing world’s total population, risk losing about 280 
million tonnes of potential cereal production as a result of climate 
change. This loss is equivalent to 16 per cent of the agricultural 
gross domestic product of these countries in 1995. The severest 
impact could be in sub-Saharan Africa as they are the least able 
to adapt to climate change or to compensate for it through 
increased food imports. 


Against this backdrop the coalition’s report, “Africa: Up in 
Smoke"? not only calls for rich countries to go beyond their Kyoto 
carbon emission targets and make even greater cuts in their 
greenhouse gas emissions but also to make significantly more 
money available to help poor countries adapt to the world's 
changing weather pattern. 


Two years ago, the former chief executive of the UK's 
Meteorological Office, John Houghton, said he had no hesitation 
in describing global warming as a weapon of mass destruction 
and the present chair of the FAO's Interdepartmental Working 
Group on Climate, Wulf Killmann, has pointed out that changes 
in the world’s weather will not only affect plant life but will also 
have an impact on animal health as well. (Guardian Newspapers 
Lid, London, Hindu, New Delhi, Sept 2) 
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ANGOLA 


a. UN appeals for $30 million to feed children: 
Nearly half of the children of Angola are severely 
malnourished and a high percentage of them in the 
heavily land-mined central highlands are stunted, 
eee Nations World. Food Programme (WFP) 
said. 


It appealed for funds to feed 700,000 people in a country 
emerging from 27 years of civil war. "Many international donors 
think the crisis in Angola is over but a scenario is emerging that 
is every bit as destructive for children as the war itself," WFP 
Country Director Rick Corsino said, Sept 19. "Angola risks losing 
a further generation of children—this time to malnutrition-related 
diseases like tuberculosis and pellagra -- because we do not 
have enough funding to reach all those who need food 
assistance." WFP said it needs at least $30 million to feed up 
to 700,000 people until the end of the year. Some 45 per cent 
of all children'in Angola are severely malnourished ‘and in the 
central highlands up to 52 per cent of children younger than 5 
are stunted, a condition which affects their ability to live a fully 
productive life. A recent WFP study indicated that hundreds of 
thousands of people in the central highlands, in particular, are 
suffering from chronic food insecurity and living on just one meal 
or less per day. (UN News Service, New York, Sept 20) 


b. Angola, US military exercises end: The joint 
Med-Flag-2005 Military Exercises involving the 
armed forces of Angola (FAA) and US-Europe 
Based Command (EUCOM) that sfarted on Sep- 
tember 13, at Ambriz ended, Sept 17... 


Closing the event, the chief assistant of FAA staff, Gen 
Geraldo Sachipengo Nunda, said the just ended exercises "are 
an important part of the Angolan: society, as ‘if helped the 
coordination of various institutions with international aid. "The 
organisation of these exercises in the country is Seen as a social 
gain, not only to the military, nor to the populations of the Ambriz 
district alone," said Gen Nunda. He added fhat the Angolan State 
has been paying particular attention to the civil protection system. 
Gen Nunda expressed satisfaction at Angola hosting the exercises, 
that have been carried out for the last 20 years in various African 
countries. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Sept 18) 


[Background Info & Previous issue, Angola, page 1765] 
BURKINA FASO 


a. New outbreak of yellow fever: The World. . 


Vol VI No. 19 


"It's important to carry out a vaccination campaign quickly 
so that the disease does not spread to other areas," WHO's 
yellow fever expert Syivie Briand said in Geneva. 


It is expected that 650,000 people will be immunised in the 
days ahead in Burkina Faso’s regions of Batie, Gaoua and 
Banfora. The WHO will also undertake a drive in neighbouring 
Ivory Coast as the lone fatality, a four year-old boy, had come 
from that country’s Bouna region close to Burkina Faso. 


Yellow fever is a virus generally transmitted to humans by 
mosquitoes. Its effects can range from mild flu-like symptoms to 
haemorrhagic fever and death. There is no treatment for the 
disease once contracted and the fatality rate in unprotected 
populations can exceed 50 per cent. 


Briand said the risk of contagion was high because of the 
affected region's low vaccination rate despite recent immunisa- 
tion campaigns. While 60 per cent of Burkina Faso’s children 
were vaccinated between 2000 and 2004, that figure can drop 
to 20-30 per cent in rural areas. A rate of 80 per cent is needed 
for a‘population :to-be ‘considered effectively covered. 


The high number of people transiting through the border area 
compounds the danger. In order to avoid the spread’ of the 
disease into densely populated urban centres, both. residents 
and travellers will be targeted by the vaccination ‘campaign. (UN 
integrated Regional Information Networks, Dakar, Sept 22) 


b. Burkina Faso herders caught in poverty 
trap: Goring the air with their horns and pawing the 
earth with their hooves dozens of bony cattle file 
into a market in Burkina Faso to be sold under the 
anxious eyes of their owners. 


The frenzied haggling in the northeastern town of Dori is a 
sign not of roaring commerce, but desperation among Fulani 
herders struck by the same drought that has left millions hungry 
in neighbouring Niger and Mali. 


With their crops ruined because of failed rains, the herders 
are now being forced to sell their most precious commodity at 
prices that will barely raise enough to buy three days’ grain for 
their hungry families. 

There are far too many animals being sold at this market at 
the moment, says Brahima Bokou, a market middleman. If the 
year is good, then the people here dont sell too many animals. 
This year, we have to sell each Friday, just to pay for cereal. 
The food crises affecting parts of Burkina Faso, Niger, Mali and 
Mauritania are partly the result of drought and locusts wrecking 
harvests in West African countries that rely on subsistence 


. farming. 


Health Organisation (WHO) is launching angimmu- (RS But the herders’ plight reveals a more complex poverty trap 


nisation drive in response to four confirmed new—| 


cases of yellow fever, one of them fatal, i i.southern, 
Burkina Faso. 





if which a natural shock upsets finely balanced, loosely regulated 
~ matkéts, sending the most vulnerable people into a downward 
spirehifom which they may never. fully recover. 
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The Fulani herders—nomads who form one of West Africa’s . 


largest ethnic groups——suffered the first blow when drought and 
locusts hit their millet harvest, forcing them to sell livestock to 
buy food they would normally have grown themselves. 

Cows that did not succumb to the drought make a sorry sight 
at the market, their sunken flanks testimony to three months 
without grazing. The World Food Programme (WFP) says 
herders in Burkina Faso lost an average of 23 per cent of their 
stock to drought and starvation and have had to sell a further 
50 per cent to survive. 

Many simply cannot raise the money to feed themselves, 
leaving an estimated 945,000 people in need of food aid,’ of 
whom about half have received help, according to the WFP. 

The situation is even worse in Niger, where British ald agency 
Oxfam says nomads have lost an average of 70 per cent of their 
animals, forcing many families to eat leaves to survive. Traders 
have compounded the herders woes by holding back stocks of 
millet and later selling them at high prices. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
Aug 23) 

[Previous issue Burkina Faso, page 1717] 


BURUNDI 


a. Rebels willing to negotiate peace: The 
Liberation du peuple Hutu-front National de Libera- 
tion (FNL), said on Sept 14, it did not recognise the 
legitimacy of the new government and would only 
negotiate peace with representatives of the coun- 
try’s three ethnic groups. 

"The FNL is willing to negotiate," Pasteur Habimana, the FNL 
spokesman, said from Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

He said, however, that the international community would 
have to act as guarantor during such negotiations which, would 
have to be with the representatives of the Hutu, Tutsi and Twa 
ethnic groups. Habimana said even if the FNL’s demands were 
not met it would not restart the war. f 

"The armed conflict is now over,” he said. He denied that the 
FNL still was initiating strikes against the army. "We are now just 
defending ourselves against attacks by the army,” he said. 

The army blames the FNL for sporadic fighting before and 
after the presidential elections in August. On Sept 13, army 
spokesman Maj Adolphe Manirakiza said that the FNL had 
attacked several locations around the nation's capital, Bujum- 
bura, killing one person and wounding another. 

On Sept 14, the governor of the northern province of 
Bubanza, Nzobonimpa Manass, said the FNL rebels had been 
fighting government troops there since Sept 10. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, Sept 15) 

b. Security Council backs ‘Forum of Part- 
ners’: The Security Council, Sept 22, welcomed the 
decision by the Summit on Burundi to establish a 
forum of the country's partners. 

it urged Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Repre- 
sentative there to hold consultations with the new Government 
and its partners with a view to establishing the panel as soon 
as possible. 

In a statement read out in the 15-member Council by 
Ambassador Bayani Mercado of the Philippines, which holds the 


rotating presidency for the month of September, the body took 
note of the Secretary-General’s special report on the situation 
in Burundi, especially the proposal to establish a partners’ forum 
as an international support mechanism for the country. 


Burundi is emerging from years of ethnic strife. 


In the report, Annan noted that at the Summit meeting 
participants, marking the installation of Burundi’s new Govern- 
ment, agreed in principle to establish the mechanism as a "Forum 
of Partners" supporting efforts to consolidate peace and promote 
development. 


They also agreed:that the forum's composition and mandate 
would be worked out in consultation with Burundi’s Government. 
(UN News Service, New York, Sept 22) 


[Previous issuse Burundi, page 1766] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Congolese flee to Uganda: Heavy gunfire 
on the Congo (DR) Uganda border at Bunagana 
forced thousands of Congolese to flee to Uganda 
on Sept 22. 


A security source at the border said there was an exchange 
of fire between RDC Goma forces and the Congo government 
forces at Kyengerero, three kilometres from the border. 


Goma forces reportedly laid an ambush to trap the govern- 
ment forces that were escorting the Goma-based new com- 
mander of the North Kivu forces, Col. Kasikira, on his way to 
visit the border. The gunshots lasted an hour. By midday, over 
1,000 Congolese women, men and children had flooded 
Bunagana trading centre in Uganda. 


They were taken to Bunagana primary school playground, 
where they were guarded by the Uganda Police. The Kisoro 
district internal security officer, Arthur Mugenyi, said the chaos 
in Congo did not pose any security treat to Uganda. 


He said when the tension calms down, the congolese would 
return home. This comes barely a week after the Goma forces 
were reported to have escaped from the barracks to the 
bushes, reportedly following Gen. Laurent Nkunda, who had 
captured parts of North Kivu in July 2004. (New Vision, Kampala, 
Sept 23) 


b. 13 die in Congo plane crash: At least 13 
people were killed on Sept 10 when an Antonov 
aircraft from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
crashed north of Brazzaville, in neighbouirng 
Congo, eye witnesses said. 

This is the fourth accident involving a DRC aircraft in 
September. Witnesses at the crash site, 50 kilometres north of 
the Congolese capital, said they had found 13 bodies, including 
those of the crew. 


There appeared to be no survivors. The aircraft, operated 
by the private carrier Air Kasai, was flying over Congo as it 
traveled from Equator province in northern DRC to the capital 
Kinshasa. 


The mishap comes less than a week after an Antonov freight 
aircraft from the DRC crashed in the east of the country, killing 
11 people. (Deccan Herald, Bangalore, Sept 12) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1754] 
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DJIBOUTI 


a. US Marines adopt children: When a handful 
of Marines show up at a school in Djibouti equipped 
with tools, paintbrushes and building materials, their 
mission is clear: help the children. 

Service members stationed in Djibouti as part of the 
Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa routinely take part in 
community outreach programmes to help the local citizens. 

Their endeavours often involve schools and orphanages, but 

- they help improve other aspects of Djiboutian life as well. Many 
volunteers work during their free time, and it can be a very 
rewarding experience. f Te 

"| had never done humanitarian work before," said Lance 
Cpl. Justin Kuhnhausen, a Marine with the 26th Marine 
.Expeditionary Unit . "| wanted to see what it would be like to go 
out and make a difference and help people who are less fortunate 
than myself. It was an experience I'll never forget." 

One school that has benefited from their labour is part of an 
orphanage for girls, about 100 of whom live there during the 
school year. Some of the girls go to visit relatives during the 
summer months when there are no classes to attend. Others, 
with no family, reside at the orphanage year-round. 

Religious Programmes specialist 2nd Class (RP2) Eric 
Fournier, a member of the Navy who works at the chaplain’s 
‘office in Djibouti and organizes outreach events, knows how 
much the efforts of service members mean to these children. 
(United States Department of State, Washington, DC, Sept 21) 
[Previous issue Djibouti, page 1683] 


EGYPT 


a. Protests against Mubarak’s election: Few 
days after President Hosni Mubarak was declared 
winner, opposition party leaders led a demonstration 
to denounce the election as a contrived arrange- 
ment. 


In an election marked by low turn out (only 23% turned out 
to vote), Mubarak reportedly polled 88.6% while of his closest 
rivals, Ayman Nour of the Ghad Party and Numan Gumaa of 
Wafd Party respectively polled 7.6% and 2.9% of the votes cast. 
The Ghad Party had also insisted that their flag bearer scored 
at least 30% of the votes against the official figure of 7.6%. Nour, 
the party's defeated candidate, has therefore dismissed the 
election as irregular. 

The Egyptian electoral body has expectedly rejected unsuc- 
cessful candidates’ complaints of fraud and request for a re-run 
of the ballot. It should be recalled that the recent presidential 
election marked the first time that President Hosni Mubarak has 
had to vie directly for the favour of the Egyptian electorate since 
his assumption of power in 1980 following the assassination of 
President Anwar Sadat. (Daily Trust, Abuja, Sept 20) 

CAIRO: Election marks Egypt’s shift to open 
society: With Hosni Mubarak set to take over once 

again and widespread voter fraud evi- 
dent, Egypt's first experiment with a 

multi-candidate race for president may 
seem to outsiders like a charade. 


But the election was important in more than a symbolic way. 
It showed a country shifting its state institutions, bit by bit, 
towards a more open society. The police were instructed not to 
beat demonstrators or opposition supporters. Opposition parties 
were permitted virtually to insult the government. And President 
Mubarak, whose every utterance is slavishly chronicled on state 
TV, found himself making campaign speeches that were not 
carried live. Security agencies did not observe any trespasses 
or tensions, said Gen Gamal Hamad at a Sept 7 night press 
conference. There wasn’t anything except one circumstance that 
Cairo witnessed when the Kifaya movement started a demon- 
stration in Tahrir Square and walked to Ataba. 

The Kifaya movement. Three remarkable words when uttered 
by a security officer in the interior ministry. Egyptian security has 
chased and beaten protester with Kifaya, or Enough, but it has 
avoided acknowledging their existence, and by extension 
granting them legitimacy. 

This is a genuine start, said Ali Salem, an Egyptian playwright 
and political commentator. In general, it is not possible in a 
country like Egypt to avoid the winds of change that are sweeping 
the world. Another remarkable shift, however subtie, was evident 
on Sept 8 when the semi-official newspaper A/ Ahram, quoted 
a leader of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

The government has outlawed the brotherhood since the 
1950s when its leades tried to kill President Gamal Abdel Nasser. 
But there he was, Muhammad Habib, its deputy spiritual leader, 
on the front page, criticizing the elections as predetermined. 

The ruling elite of the National Democratic Party agreed to 
the new direction in election as a way to preserve power. But 
there is a sense among political leaders that things moved further 
and faster than had been planned. (New York Times News 
Service/Times of India, New Delhi, Sept 10) 


b. Theatre fire kills 32: A candle fell over and 
set fire to a crowded theatre in the Egyptian town 
of Beni Suef on Sept 12, killing 32 persons, the 
official news agency MENA said. 

The candle, a prop in the play Hamlet at an experimental 
theatre festival in the town of Beni Suef 100 km south of Cairo, 
set fire to carpeting and spread rapidly to the rest of the building, 
survivors of the blaze said. MENA said the local hospital had 
received 32 bodies. Adel Hassan, the producer, said about 100 
persons were watching the Shakespeare play in a small 
auditorium with only one exit. All the people rushed to the exit 
and struggled to get out. But the fire spread very rapidly and 
many of them just couldnt get out in time, he told reporters. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, Sept 17) 

[Previous issue Egypt, page 1730] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Mining accord signed: The Ministry of Mines 
and Ashraf Industrial Group, a Khartoum-based 
company signed, Sept 13, a 131 million birr 
agreement for the mining of minerals in Amhara 
and Oromia states. 

According to a press release issued by the ministry, the 
agreement would give the company an exclusive right to engage 
in the mining of construction minerals within the licensed area 
for the coming 10 years. 
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The company has allocated 131.1 million birr to mine 
sandstone, granite, basalt, marble, clay and limestone. The 
licencee shall give preference to domestic goods and services 
where they are readily available at competitive prices and are 
of comparable quality. 


The licensee’ has agreed to give preference to the employ- 
ment of Ethiopian nationals provided that such personnel have 
the required qualifications and experience. The mining activity 
shall create 359 jobs. The company shall conduct mining 
operations in such a manner as to ensure the health and safety 
of its employees and other persons as well as to minimise 
damage or pollution to the natural environment. According to the 
agreement the company shall be governed by the mining 
proclamations, directives, regulations and other Ethiopian laws. 


Ethiopian Minister of Mines ambassador Mohamoud Dirir and 
the Sudanese investor and owner of Ashraf Industrial Group, 
Ashraf Seid Ahmed Hussein Ali signed the agreement. 
(Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, Sept 14) 


b. Road accidents claim 345 lives, injure 
2,590: The Addis Ababa Police Commission Traffic 
Investigation and Control Department disclosed that 
road accidents claimed 345 lives and injured 2,590 
people, while it also caused damage to property 
valued at over 26.2 million birr during the past year. 


A team leader with the Department, Sergeant Daniel Tadesse 
said that major causes of accidents were high speed, inefficiency 
of drivers and technical defects. The team leader said the number 
of casualties was less during the reported period as compared 
to that of the previous year. 


He said relevant awareness raising activities helped minimise 
the number of casualties. Education focused on traffic safety 
would be provided to school children during the current year in 
collaboration with the Road Transport Authority, Roads Authority 
ahd Education Bureau. 


He said preparations were finalised to strengthen control over 
vehicles in cooperation with the Road Transport Authority with 
a view to minimising accidents. (Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, 
Sept 16) 


[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1767] 


GABON 


a. Rwandan genocide suspect arrested in 
Gabon: Joseph Serugendo, a Rwandan accused 
of involvement in the 1994 genocide, was arrested 
over the weekend in Gabon. 


The arrest was confirmed by the chief of prosecutions of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Stephen 
Rapp.The suspect is wanted for his role in the "hate media" as 
well as in the Interahamwe, an extremist Hutu militia which 
spearheaded the genocide of Tutsis that claimed an estimated 
one million victims. 


Witnesses have alleged that Serugendo was the technical 
director of the Radio-Television Libre des Mille collines (RTLM), 
a private extremist radio station that incited the genocide. He 
was also among the 11 members of the Interahamwe national 
leadership. The prosecutor of the ICTR, Hassan Bubacar Jallow 
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told agency that arrangements to transfer Serugendo to Arusha 
were at an advanced stage and that it could happen soon. 


Two members of the RTLM steering committee as well as a 
leader of the Interahamwe have already been tried by the 
tribunal. The former director of RTLM, Ferdinand Nahimana, was 
sentenced to life in prison while his close associate, Jean Bosco 
Barayagwiza, will serve 35 years. (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, Sept 19) 


[Previous issue Gabon, page 1743] 


GAMBIA 


a. Gambia, Ukraine journalists chosen for 
press freedom award: Canadian Journalists for 
Free Expression (CJFE) has selected two outstand- 
ing journalists to be honoured at its 8th Annual 
International Press Freedom Awards for outstand- 
ing contribution to freedom of expression. 


CJFE's 8th Annual International Press Freedom Awards will 
be held at the Arcadian Court in Toronto on November 1. The 
guest speaker will be Seymour Hersh, the controversial investi- 
gative journalist who broke the My Lai massacre story in 
Vietnam, and more recently captured the spotlight with his stories 
on the Abu Ghraib scandal in Iraq. 


Award wińners Mykola Veresen of Ukraine and Alagi Yorro 
Jallow of Gambia were selected from an exceptional group of 
nominees, the largest list of submissions CJFE has considered 
in recent years. The selection committee -- senior journalists 
Caro! Off, Joe Schlesinger, Paul Knox and Sally Armstrong -- 
received nominations from Syria, Colombia, DRC, Sierra Leone, 
Zimbabwe, Spain arid Uzbekistan in addition to the two 
nominees. 

"The selection committee was impressed by all the submis- 
sions," said Rod Macdonell, CJFE’s Executive Director. “In the 
end, Mykola Veresen’s and Alagi Yorro Jallow’s cases exemplified 
true fighters for freedom of the press. Their courageous work in 
the face of great adversity has demonstrated an exceptional 
commitment to free expression”. (Canadian Journalists for 
Free Expression, Toronto, Sept 22) 


Fond thoughts of the men from NASA fill 
Gambia: The foreigners who would descend on this 


wren village from time to time were an odd 
Spotlight bunch indeed 


They set up giant lights in the middle of an overgrown field 
and pointed them toward the sky. They stood in front of electronic 
screens powered by generators and talked hurriedly into radios 
hanging from their hips. But for the local residents who saw them 
come and go over the years, the visitors always behaved most 
strangely just before they packed up .and left Baafuloto. They 
would bustle about and then suddenly clap their hands and shout. 


Sanjaney Saidy, 29, was a night watchman for the foreigners 
ı Known as tubabou in the local Mandinka language, thrilled with 
the roughly $2 a night he was paid, and proud of his uniform: 
boots, dark pants and a light biue shirt with a shoulder patch 
bearing the name of his employer NASA 


"It's a company, but ! don't know what they do,” said Saidy, 
who was 14 when he first worked for the Americans. “They toid 
me to guard the lights, but | didn’t know the purpose. 
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The odd men tramping on the outskirts of the village were 
rocket scientists and support personnel. Cape Canaveral or 
Houston, was playing an important role in the complicated task 
of space exploration .That role was actually one that the space 
agency hoped would be unnecessary. After the explosion of the 
space shuttle Challenger in 1986, , in which seven crew members 
died on liftoff, the space agency put in place safety measures 
of help astronauts escape during problematic liftoffs or landings. 
The lights in Baafuloto, a mile or so from Banjul International 
Airport in Gambia, would help a shuttle in an aborted ascent find 
its way back to Earth. i 


Gambia became one of NASA"s emergency landing sites in 
1988. When the countries military staged a coup six years later, 
the space agency considered moving. The relationship between 
the agency and Gambia, one of Africa's tiniest countries, endured 
through 28 shuttle launchings. 


In 2001, the shuttle began using a trajectory that made 
Gambia, geographically undesirable. Today, NASA sends shut- 
tles up at an inclination that makes air bases in Spain and France 
better emergency landing spots. 


Lasanna Saidy, the chief of Baafuloto , had a better 
understanding than his son Sanjaney of why the i kept 
returning. 

"When | asked them about the lights, they pointed up in the 
sky", the 75 year -old chief said. “They said there was a door 
in the sky and that their big plane might come through the door. 
They said the lights would help the plane, but t never did see it. 

Even though the foreigners have not come for several years 
now, the people of Baafuloto hold out hope that they will be back. 


“That place is still for NASA", the chief said, motioning toward 
the plot on the outskirts of the village where the foreigners used 
to congregate. (Marc Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Sept 10) 


[Previous issue Gambia, page 1768] 


KENYA 


a. Hundreds attend Nairobi peace rally: Nai- 
robi hosted an international peace rally on Septem- 
ber 17, an initiative of a group of local 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs). 


The event, at the city’s Uhuru Park, was held in collaboration 
with Koinonia Community, Radio Waumini, Africa Peace Point 
and AMANI-Italy. 


The rally, which coincided with the United Nation’s celebra- 
tions for the International Day of Peace, was a culmination of a 
number of build-up activities taking place in various parts of 
Nairobi. 


The day also featured the presentation of awards to the 
winners of the Radio Waumini-run Sing a Song of Peace talent 
search that has been conducted countrywide by the Catholic 
church-owned-and-run Radio Waumini 88.5 FM. 


Addressing the rally, Fr Renato Kizito Sesana, MCCJ, a 
men.ber of the Comboni Missionaries and director of Radio 
Waumini, stressed the need for institutions and churches to fight 
forces that worked against peace in communities. 


The Catholic cleric observed that the world was today being 
divided on race, religion and wealth basis. "We must all work for 


peace because the entire world is being threatened by many 
forces that worked against it," he stressed. 

Archbishop Njeru Wambugu of the Organization of Africa 
instituted Churches (OAIC), and who represented the National 
Christian Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK), observed that 
Africa was in crisis because some leaders had failed it in their 
leadership. (Catholic information Service for Africa, Nairobi, 
Sept 22) 

[Previous issue Kenya, page 1768] 


LIBERIA 


a. UN Security Council extends mission in 
Liberia: The UN Security Council has extended the 
mandate for the United Nations Mission in Liberia 
(UNMIL) until March 2006 . 


It also authorised the deployment of troops to proiect the 
UN-backed Special Court in Sierra Leone when the separate 
mission there, UNAMSIL, completes its term at the end of 2005. 

The Security Council also requested the UN Integrated Office 
in Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL), once established as UNAMSIL’s 
replacement, to provide logistical support for UNMIL's military 
personnel deployed in that country. 

It further authorised UNMIL, subject to the consent of the 
troop-contributing countries Conservation parts accord and 
Sierra Leone’s Government, to send an adequate number of 
military personnel, if and when needed, to evacuate the UNMIL 
military personnel deployed and the officials of the Special Court 
for Sierra Leone “in the event of a serious security crisis affecting 
those personnel and the Court." (UN News Service, New York, 
Sept 20) 

[Previous issue Liberia, page 1756] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Limpopo transfrontier accord signed: Zim- 
babwe, South Africa and Mozambique have agreed 
to declare the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park a 
regional asset in order to secure funding for its 
development from the New Economic Partnership 
for Africa’s Development (Nepad). 

Parks and Wildlife chief executive Dr Morris Mtsambiwa told 
Herald Business that the country had already signed a trilateral 
agreement with Mozambique and South Africa, a major step 
which was likely to accelerate the development of the giant 
conservation park. : 

"We have agreed with our counterparts to regionalise the 
park so that it will be viewed as belonging to the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC). 

"This will make it possible for us to borrow funds from Nepad 
for the development and upgrading of the park's infrastructure," 
said Dr Mtsambiwa. . 

Nepad is an economic blueprint and agreement between the 
European Union and African states under which the former would 
undertake to provide funding 

The Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park is a joint venture 
between Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe under which 
the three neighbouring countries agreed to merge their game 
sanctuaries to harness their full potential. It would be the largest 
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conservation park in the world and is expected to create new 
investment opportunities in the respective countries. (Herald, 
Harare, Sept 23) 


b. Agreement signed on World Bank credit: 
The Mozambican government and the World Bank, 


Sept 16, signed in Maputo an agreement to provide 


$120 million credit for poverty reduction initiatives. 


The World Bank board of directors approved the credit on 
- Sept 13. 


Signing the agreement were the Minister of Planning and 
Development. Aiuba Cuereneia, and the chief economist at the 
World Bank mission in Maputo, Gregor Binkert. Cuereneia 
pledged that investments in infrastructures, agriculture, health 
and education will continue to merit special attention from the 
government in its drive to reduce poverty. 


"It was thanks to the gains from the reforms under way in 
Mozambique that the World Bank has decided to grant a further 
credit to assist in the fight against absolute poverty”, said Binkert. 
A World Bank press statement went into more detail, saying that 
the first disbursement (60 million dollars) from this credit was 
possible because of such measures as the government's 
allocation of around 65 per cent of the budget to priority areas 
for poverty reduction, and the introduction of a new law in 2004 
on financial institutions intended to improve the functioning of 
the Mozambican financial and banking system. (Agencia de 
Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Sept 16) 


[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1770] 


NIGERIA 


a. 16 killed in Ikoyi prison riot: About 16 
persons, including 10 inmates and six personnel of 
the Nigeria Prison Service (NPS) were feared killed 
in a riot, Sept 19. 

The riot, the second in about a year, broke out at about 8.30 
am, according to an eye witness account and also left an 
unspecified number of inmates and prison officials with severe 
injuries. A section of the prison’s record office and the office of 
the Chief Warder were completely burnt down. 


Another report put the number of the dead at over 20 while 
it is believed that the celebrated cannibal, Clifford Oji, who was 
arrested under the Toyota Bridge on the Oshodi-Mile 2 
Expressway about six years ago for allegedly trading in human 
parts, was one of the dead inmates. 


Residents around the prison explained that they were woken 
up, Sept 19, by sounds of gunshots in the prison and learnt that 
trouble started when officials of the prison attempted to relocate 
some of the inmates to an unknéwn destination. The inmates, 
who were already outside the cells, were said to have resisted 
the move and began hauling stones and other items at the prison 
personnel. (This Day, Lagos, Sept 20) 

b. 5,503 houses submerged in Bauchi floods: 
About 5,508 houses in eight local government areas 
of Bauchi State have been washed away by floods. 

According to official statistics by the state Commissioner for 
Special Duties, Dr. Laraba Abdullahi, the council areas worse 
hit include Darazo, Misau, Giade, Jama’are, Shira, Katagun, Zaki 
and Gamawa. 


The figures showed that hundreds of farmlands were 
submerged in the areas, while property worth more than N2.1 
billion were also iost in the disaster. She said about 568 houses 
and 1,024 hectares of farmlands were lost in Lanzi vilage, 
Darazo Local Government area. Abdullahi added that 437 
houses and 618 hectares of farmlands were destroyed in 
Hardawa and Misau towns in Misau Local Government area. 
She said 298 houses and 538 hectares of farmlands were 
submerged by the floods in Giade and Doguwa villages in Giade 
Local Government area. 


She added that 355 houses and 1,165 hectares of farmiands 
were also lost in Jama'are town. The commissioner noted that 
some 2,778 houses and 3,855 hectares of farmland were 
washed away in Bage, Dissina, Dongal Yana and Bukual 
communities in Shira Local Government area. (This Day, Lagos, 
Sept 19) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1759] 


RWANDA 


a. Genocide victims honoured: Remains of 
162 genocide victims from Bandamiko, Gisunzu and 
Karambo districts of Kibuye province were recently 
given a decent burial. 


The ceremony presided over by Mathias Habimana, the head 
of the umbrella organization of survivors, (IBUKA), who appealed 
to mourners to fight against divisionism and hatred."You need 
to avoid the wrong ideologies of hate and divisionism; this 
country is for all of us. Remember similar bad ideas led to the 
massacres," he cautioned. 


Commenting on Gacaca, Habimana urged residents to be 
exemplary and provide evidence concerning the 1994 killings. 
"If you have any clue that may implicate the perpetrators, be 
sincere and give all the details through your local Gacaca courts,” 
he said. The traditional courts are to try low level Genocide 
suspects. 


Although about 80,000 people were reported killed around 
Kibuye province in 1994 genocide, only remains of 370 victims 
have so far been accorded a decent burial. The event was 
marked with testimonies from survivors who recited the inhuman 
acts committed by the Interahamwe during the genocide. 
(New Times, Kigali, Sept 23) 


b. Newspaper seized: The Committee to Protect 
Journalists, Sept 21, condemned the Rwandan 
authorities for seizing copies of the newspaper 
Umuco and harassing its editor who has criticised 
the government. 


CPJ also renewed its call for the release of Umuco journalist 
Jean Lonard Rugambage, who has been in jail without charge 
since September 7. 


On Sept 18, police detained editor Bonaventure Bizumuremyi 
at the border with Uganda, where Umuco is printed, and took 


him for questioning, according to local sources. He was released - - 


the same evening and he managed to give out some copies of 
the newspaper for distribution. However, the next morning police 
launched an operation in the capital Kigali to recover those 
copies. 
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7 Local media sources said Bizumuremyi has been receiving 
threats from anonymous phone callers since his release. They 
said he has been summoned to police headquarters and fears 
possible arrest. Police spokesman Tho Badege said that police 
confiscated the latest edition of Umuco because it contained 
“harmful stories based on rumours and sensationalism." 
(Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, Sept 21) 

c. Tribunal spokesman sacked for corruption: 
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR) recently sacked its Chief of External Rela- 
tions, Roland Amoussouga, amid a fresh scandal 
that has hit the UN-backed tribunal. 


Information reaching The New Times Investigative Desk . 


indicates that the tribunal’s Chief Prosecutor Adama Dieng fired 
Togolese-born Amoussouga. Adama Dieng directed Amous- 
souga’s sacking after the latter allegedly leaked the tribunal's 
internal confidential information, to favour a French job applicant. 
A highly-placed source at the tribunal based in the Tanzanian 
northern town of Arusha, said Amoussouga’s malpractice was 
unearthed by the ICTR's Electronic Processing Department. 


"it was found out that he transmitted questions and answers 
to the French applicant because he sits on the panel that was 
to interview the selected. candidates," the source told The New 
Times. The source said the interview had been set for applicants 
for the post of Chief of Defence Counsel & Detention Manage- 
ment Section (DCDMS). 


When contacted over the issue, the head of the ICTR Liaison 
Office in Kigali, Mamadou Toure said he had heard about the 
news but could not discuss details. "| have heard about it but 
call Arusha (ICTR head office), they probably are far more versed 
with the issue," Toure said. f 


Other sources who spoke to The New Times said Amous- 
souga’s whereabouts were unknown, but some suspected that 
he could have flown to Canada. (New Times, Kigali, Sept 18) 


[Previous isuse & Background Info. Rwanda, page 1771] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Traditional chiefs humiliate radio journal- 
ist: Reacting to the humiliation of a radio journalist 
` by tribal elders in Kakua, Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) has urged the United Nations 
Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) to uphold the 
rule of law. 


it has reminded traditional chiefs that the country should 
function along democratic lines. 


"Kakua’s traditional chiefs are not supposed to have police 
or judicial powers," the organisation said. "Radio Kiss 104 FM's 
ordeal shows that political party influence over tribal structures 
poses a danger to democracy. UNAMSIL’s mandate includes 
protection of human rights so it should ensure that the rule of 
law is respected throughout the country and that journalists do 
not have to submit to local clans." 


During his popular "Mr. Owl" programme on September 12, 
Kiss 104 FM production manager and well-known commentator 
Kelvin Newstead criticised the convention just held by the ruling 
Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) in the northern city of 
Makeni, at which it chose Vice-President Solomon Berewa as 
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its candidate for the 2007 presidential election. Calling it more 
like a "coronation" than a convention, Newstead challenged the 
right of the 390 delegates to decide the future of 5 million Sierra 
Leoneans and said it should have been the population itself that 
chose its own candidate. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, 
Sept 19) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1772] 


SOMALIA 


a. Hijackers renege on deal to release UN 
food aid ship: Hijackers have reneged on an 
agreement to release a United Nations World Food 
Programme (WFP) ship which they seized off the 
Somali coast three months ago while it was on its 
way to feed 28,000 tsunami survivors. 


"WFP demands the unconditional release of the vessel, its 
crew and cargo,” WFP Somalia Deputy Country Director Leo 
van der Velden, said of the MV Semilow, seized by. pirates on 
June 27 while on its way from Mombasa, Kenya, with a 10-man 
crew and 850 tons of rice for the Puntland region in northern 
Somalia. 


"The crew members have suffered long enough and the 
humanitarian cargo has unlawfully been denied to the people 
who need it. We call upon the community leaders, politicians 
and members of civil society in Harardhere, where most of the 
pirates come from, to intervene to end this ordeal peacefully, 
and no longer to stand passively by,” he added. . 

Under an agreement reached with Somalia’s Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) and community leaders, the hijack- 
ers were to release the ship but they then added new ransom 
demands. An ultimatum to them to leave the vessel and allow 
off-loading of the cargo by Sept 22, passed without any response. 
(UN News Service, New York, Sept 23) 


WFP nullifies agreements after hijackers fail to free ship: 
The UN World Food Programme (WFP) nullified all agreements 
with Somalia’s Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and 
community leaders aimed at ending the hijacking of a ship 
carrying food aid after the pirates reneged on a promise to free 
the vessel and its crew. 

"In light of their failure to comply with the deal reached and 
the earlier agreement to end the crisis on August 5, we have no 
choice but to declare that from our standpoint, the agreements 
reached so far are null and void,” Leo van der Velden, WFP 
Somalia Deputy Country Director, said.in a statement. (UN 
integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Sept 23) 


[Background Info. Somalia, page 1772] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Pretoria denies Israel’s claims over bid to 
help Iran’s n-programme: The Government moved 
to defuse diplomatic wrangling with Israel, Sept 19, 
after sources close to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
accused Pretoria of planning to aid Iran by storing 
parts of its suspected nuclear weapons. programme. 

Foreign Affairs spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa said that SA 
had seen reports in an Israeli newspaper of the allegations, and 
would ask the Israelis to provide the necessary proof. The burden 
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of proof lay with the accuser, he said. Israe! has accused Iran 
of trying to "buy time to overcome their technical difficulties" in 
making weapons. 

SA's support for Iran to use its nuclear knowledge for peaceful 
purposes such as generating power has set SA on a collision 
course with the US and Israel, which fear that Iran will use ue 
knowledge to manufacture nuclear weapons. 


SA, which serves on the 35-member country board of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and is participating 
in the talks on Iran, has opposed pressure from the US and the 
European Union (EU) for Iran to de referred to the United 
Nations Security Council for possible sanctions. (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, Sept 20) 


[Previous issu2 South Africa, page 1773] 


SOWETO: Once a bleak symbol of apartheid, 
Soweto shows signs of prosperity: South Africa 
held a wine-tasting festival recently, the social event 
of the month in the sprawling township 

UMMA of a million-plus people west of down- 
town Johannesburg. 


Among the 1,500 who showed up, Maureen Makhathini of 
Diepkioof needed a ride to get there. 


‘My car's in the shop,’ she explained. "The BMW, mean.’ 


if something seems wrong, well, something is. Soweto, after 
all, is famous as the hotbed of rebellion in apartheid’s dying 
days—a place of endless poverty, seething anger and, too often, 
mindless violence by oppressors and oppressed alike. 

That, Mrs.Makhathini says, is what is wrong. "It used to be 
very, very, very rough,’ she said. "Now you can see that it's 
exactly the opposite.” 


It is possible to minimize Soweto’s—and South Africa’s—any 
problems. The rich-poor divide in this nation remains among the 
widest on earth, and Soweto, the oldest and biggest township, 
remains deeply rooted on the poor side of that gap. The racial 
divide persists, too, and ordinary Sowetans may not have so 
much made peace with their old white oppressors, as they have 
rendered them irrelevant to daily life. 


But something else is going on here as well. From the ashes 
of apartheid, Soweto is emerging as a springboard into the black 
middle and upper classes, an economic hub in its own right and, 
its proponents say, an example to which other townships can 
aspire. 

"Ten years ago, there was no excitement like there is now," 
said Mnikelo Mangciphu, a grocery and dry-goods distributor 
who has sprung into Soweto’s burgeoning wine market. ‘There 
is a drive by the government and by the people to invest in 
Soweto. Roads are being tarred, all the infrastructure is being 
upgraded, and that on its own encourages more investment.’ 


In fact, Soweto no longer looks like an archetypal township, 
with its rag-tag collection of concrete block huts and waterless, 
powerless shacks, but instead resembles a typical if modest 
suburb. So-called informal settlements of shanties account for 
fewer than one in 10 dwellings; most homes now are made of 
brick, and have utilities. 

Some neighbourhoods, Diepkloof and Pimville among them, 
are now comparatively high-income areas, with homes and 
real-estate markets to match. A recent Market study pegged the 


average household's income at about $4,900 a year above the 
average for black South Africans, and high by African standards 
in general, though such statistics can be unreliable. 

And while the nation's latest census, from 2001, concluded 
that the great majority of Sowetans made less than $12,000 a 
year, it also found that nearly 20,000 of the 300,000 households 
made more—some of them hundreds of thousands of dollars a 
year, in fact. 


Since then the region has embarked on what looks very 
much like a development boom. 


A $16 million complex that includes offices, shops and a 
tourist centre commemorating South Africa's Freedom Charter 
opened in June in Kliptown, Soweto’s historic heart. Richard 
Maponya, a self-made millionarie in retailing, broke ground in 
July on a 60,300-square-metre shopping mail in central! Soweto 
that he says will seek up-market consumers as its customers. 


Another consortium announced plans for an 18-hole golf 
course near Pimville that is being designed by Gary Player, the 
legendary South African pro, and will be surrounded by housing. 
Coincidentally, the announcement follows a warning by President 
Thabo Mbeki that such golf estates are gobbling up prime land, 
marginalizing the poor and worsening racial divisions. 

Caxton Newspapers, a big South African chain, is rolling out 
11 free-distribution weeklies in Soweto neighbourhoods, written 
and published by local residents, to complement the 90 it hands 
out in white communities.- 

Local merchants claim to see the changes as well. The 
Backroom Restaurant in Pimville does a brisk business serving 
food, blues and jazz to upscale patrons, not just from Soweto, 
where surveys say 4 in 10 workers are white-collar employees 
or professionals, but from blacks who have moved out of Soweto 
to wealthier northern suburbs. 


"Our target market is middle class to top end,” said the owner, 
Patrick Mrasi. "I wanted to create a networking place, one where 
guys can come and have their business meetings. A lot of these 
guys are successful and live in the suburbs, but they still have 
families in the township, and even in the week, after work, they 
come here. Where they spend most of their times". (Michael 
Wines, in New York Times, Asian Age, New Delhi, Sept 17) 


SUDAN 


a. New Sudan cabinet representing all sec- 
tions sworn in: The new Government of National 
Unity was sworn in, Sept 22, in a low key ceremony 
in Khartoum amid discontent by some southern 
Sudanese over the taking of key positions by the 
National Congress Party. 

Comprising Field Marshal Omar El Bashir as President, 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement leader Salva Kiir as First 
Vice President and Ali Osman Taha as Second Vice-President, 
the 74 member cabinet was sworn in at the Pedple’s Palace. 


The SPLM which wanted the key Finance.and Energy and 
Mining portfolios lost them to President el-Bashir's NCP. 


President el-Bashir who addressed the leaders and other 
guests at the Council of Ministers Secretariat after the swearing 
in ceremony expressed confidence over the Cabinet that 
includes five women. 
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For the first time the Cabinet was representative of all 
Sudanese politically, socially and geographically, he said, amid 
cheers. "For the first time all areas including Central, South and 
North are represented," he said in Arabic. 


President el-Bashir who arrived at the secretariat at around 
11 am under tight security said his main aim was to develop all 
areas of Sudan especially those left behind by years of war. 
(Nation, Nairobi, Sept 23) 


b. Fresh fighting in Darfur region threatens 
33,000 people: Fresh fighting in Sudan’s embattled 
Darfur region is threatening 33,000 civilians who 
were receiving humanitarian assistance from three 
international non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs). 


The humanitarian impact is potentially serious in the town of 
Shareya, between North and South Darfur, where the fighting 
has occurred, the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) said on the 
eve of a briefing to the Security Council by Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan’s Special Representative in the country, Jan Pronk. 


The Mission also reported that the security situation in 
the Kalma camp housing internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
has further deteriorated with a large number of incidents, 
including some 60 reported attacks on women over the last 
week alone. 


On a more positive note the UN World Food Programme 
(WFP) said, Sept 20, it had distributed food to 2.45 million people 
in August, a record, despite challenges which included insecurity 
and the rainy season. 


Insecurity was on the increase, spokeswoman Christiane 
Berthiaume told a news briefing in Geneva. Four WFP drivers 
had been killed in Darfur in 2005 and others had been attacked and 
the food they were carrying had been seized. (UN News Service, 
New York, Sept 20) 


c. UN Security Council extends mandate of 
Sudan mission: The Security Council, Sept 23, 
extended the mandate of the United Nations Mission 
in Sudan (UNMIS) by six months, until March 2006. 


In his latest report to the Council on Sudan, Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan recommended that the Security Council renew 
the mission's mandate for another 12 months, until September 
2006. 


In the resolution extending UNMIS, the Council expressed 
its intention to renew the mandate for further periods when it 
expires again in March. 7 


UNMIS has been engaged in active consultations on a 
status-of-forces agreement for the south, where the Comprehen- 


sive Peace Agreement (CPA) is in force between the Government - 


and the southern Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army 
(SPLM/A) ended two decades of war. 


Despite earlier optimism and pledges of cooperation, con- 
sultations with a joint committee of the two parties have not yet 
led to an agreement on the key issue of full and unrestricted 
freedom of movement for UNMIS, which is imperative for the fulfilment 
of its mandate, according to Annan’s report. (UN News Service, 
New York, Sept 23) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1773] 
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TANZANIA 


a. Photographer, human-rights activist as- 
saulted: Mpoki Bukuku, chief photographer for the 
Sunday Citizen newspaper, and Christopher Ki- 
danka, information officer for the Legal and Human 
Rights Centre (LHRC), were beaten up by a group 
of prison guards in Ukonga, Dar-es-Salaam. 

The prison guards also brutalised innocent civilians and 
severely injured some of them. 

Bukuku and other journalists were at the scene to cover the 
eviction of ten families from houses formerly owned by Air 
Tanzania Corporation (ATC) near Ukonga Remand Prison. The 
families have occupied the houses for over 20 years and are 
currently involved in a legal battle with the Prisons Department 
over ownership of the homes. According to media reports, the 
case was brought to court on September 6 and adjourned to a 
later date. 


Journalists and photographers were ordered not to cover the 
event, but they defied the order. 

"A whistle was blown and within seconds we were sur- 
rounded by an army of guards and prisoners clubbing, kicking 
and boxing us," Bukuku told a press conference on September 
10. "Without even asking questions, they started beating us, 
but their attempts to take our cameras failed. We managed to 
slip away with our working tools," he added. (Media Institute 
of Southern Africa, Windhoek, Sept 14) 

[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1774] 


UGANDA 


a. President Museveni hands over $200,000 
to Bush Sr: President Yoweri Museveni, Sept 15, 
handed over a US$ 200,000 cheque to former 
American President George Bush (Sr) to assist the 
people affected by Hurricane Katrina in the US. 


The ceremony was held at Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New 
York. Museveni said the donation was in response to the 
suffering of the people who were displaced by the hurricane that 
recently hit the American Gulf of Mexico coastline. Bush thanked 
Museveni and the people of Uganda for the generosity to the 
people of America. (New Vision, Kampala, Sept 17) 


b. 100 inmates abducted from Openzinzi 
prison: Over 100 prisoners in Openzinzi prison in 
Adjumani district have been abducted by gunmen 
suspected to be LRA rebels on Sept 14. 


The assistant officer-in-charge of the prison, Angelo Muni, 
said 115 prisoners charged with capital offences were captured 
by the thugs during a storm. "We don't know whether it’s the 
LRA or other people who broke through the prison and forced 
out 115 prisoners. the army and police are still trying to find out 
who they are," Muni said. 

Prisons chief Johnson Byabashaija said 50 of the prisoners 
had been "released." 

He said the UPDF, Uganda Prisons Service personne! and 
members of the public pursued the thugs and had by, Sept 14, 
rescued 17 inmates. Muni said the thugs entered the prison 
enclosure through a wire mesh, manipulated the prison padlock 
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and entered the prison cells. He said some prisoners had 
voluntarily returned and others had reportedly handed them- 
selves in to police posts. (New Vision, Kampala, Sept 15) 
[Previous issue Uganda, page 1774] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Oxfam teils government to ratify women’s 
protocol: Oxfam has called on Government to ratify 
and implement the African Women’s Protocol to 
make the document a reality. 


Oxfam country manager Ric Goodman also commended 
Government for having signed the document. 


Speaking at a consultation workshop on the African Women's 
Protocol at Holiday Inn in Lusaka, Sept 15, Goodman said the 
document on its own could not make a difference to women's 
tights unless it was understood, ratified and implemented. 
Goodman said now that the document was signed, it should be 
implemented. He said the protocol was a comprehensive 
instrument on women’s rights covering various economic, 
political, social and legal issues. The document has the potential 
to contribute to the realisation of women’s rights. "The African 
Women’s Protocol is the latest instrument on women’s rights. 


‘This complements prior instruments on women’s rights, which 
include Convention on Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women and the Beijing Platform for Action and others," he said. 
Goodman said women in many parts of the world frequently had 
little control cver fertility, sexuality and marital choices. "This 
systematic discrimination reduces women’s public participation, 
often increases their vulnerability to poverty, violence and HIV 
and results in women representing a disproportionate percentage 
ofthe poor population of the world," he said. (Times of Zambia, 
Ndola, Sept 16) 

[Previous issuse Zambia, page 1763] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. If there is no corn, eat potatoes, says 
Mugabe: Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe 
has said people in his country are not hungry, they 
just cannot eat their favourite food. 

He said in an exclusive interview with the Associated Press 
that his people are "very, very happy" though aid agencies report 
4 million of 11.6 million face famine. "You describe it as if we 
have a whole cemetery," Mugabe said of a reporter's description 
of the southern African nation’s plight blaming "continuous years 
of drought". The problem is reliance on corn, he said, "but it 
doesn't mean we haven't other things to eat: We have heaps of 
potatoes but people are not potato eaters...they have rice but 
they're not as attracted (to that)". But the cost of potatoes is 
beyond the pocket of ordinary Zimbabweans. Everyday in 
Zimbabwe a mile long queues for basics like bread and gasoline. 
Zimbabweans also are reeling from what Mugabe's “cleanup” 
campaign, in which hundreds of thousands of poor and 
working-class urban people lost their homes to bulldozers. 
Mugabe, 81, said he has fulfilled all his ambitions except 
retirement. He plans to quit as President in 2008, but said he'll 
remain in politics until he dies. “I can’t retire from that unless the 
Almighty says ‘enough is enough’. (Hindu, New Delhi, Sept 19) 
[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1775] 
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REGIONAL 


a. New strain of wheat rust appears in Africa: 
Biologists warned on Sept 8 that a virulent new 
strain of a previously controlled plant disease had 
emerged in East Africa and could wipe out 10 per 
cent of the world’s wheat production if its spread is 
not halted. 


The disease, wheat rust, caused huge grain losses and even 
famines in the first-half of the 20th century. The new strain was 
discovered in Uganda in 1999 and has since spread to Kenya 
and Ethiopia, damaging wheat crops there. 





The fungus that causes wheat rust, Puccinia graminis, 
produces a rusty colour on the stem of wheat and slowly destroys 
the plant. It was controlled in the late 1950s and 1960s through 
the groundbreaking work of Norman Boralug, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1970 for developing high-yield grains that 
led to the green revolution. 


Dr Borlaug, now 91, spoke at a news conference recently in 
Nairobi and called to draw attention to the new threat. Nobody 
has seen an epidemic for 50 years, nobody in this room except 
myself, he said. May be we got too complacent. 


After the new strain of fungus emerged-~and was named 
Ug 99, for Uganda 1999—it seemed to disappear for a couple 
of years. It re-emerged in Kenya in 2001 and in Ethiopia two 
years later, said Ravi Singh, a plant pathologist with the 
International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre, a non-profit 
research group that convened an expert panel to study the 
resurgent disease. 


The panel's report, to which Dr Borlaug contributed, was 
released at the news conference. It's spreading and that’s why 
we are sounding the alarm now, Dr Singh said. The fungus is 
spread by spores carried by the wind or on the clothing of 
travellers. The panels report warns that urgent action is needed 
if the world’s wheat producers are to be spared. 


A 10 per cent reduction in global wheat yield would mean a 
crop loss of 60 million tons, worth $9 billion, said Ronnie 
Coffman, chairman of the panel and a professor of plant breeding 
and genetics at Cornell University. 


It is only a matter of time before Ug99 reaches across the 
Saudi Arabian peninsula and into West Asia, South Asia and, 
eventually, East Asia and the Americas, the report said. A Global 
Rust Initiative has been set up in Nairobi to monitor the progress 
of breeding and disseminating new resistant wheat varieties. In 
the 1950s, wheat rust devastated crops in North America, 
affecting three-quarters of some varieties. 


Since then, scientists have worked to develop high-yielding 
varieties that resist ever-emerging diseases. Wheat grown in 
East Africa had been resistant to the disease for the last 40 
years. But the new strain has decimated local verities. Industrial 
farmers grow most of Kenya's wheat, and they have been 
spraying their crops several times a year to contro! the fungus. 
But wheat rust could have a devastating effect on countries like 
Ethiopia and India. (New York Times Service/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Sept 10) 
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b. Tuberculosis emergency in Africa: The 
World Health Organization has declared tuberculo- 
sis an emergency in Africa after cases of the killer 
disease tripled in countries with high rates of HIV 
and doubled on the continent as a whole since 1990. 


The declaration was made on Aug 25 in a resolution adopted 
by African Health Ministers at the WHO's regional committees 
55th session, held in the Mozambican capital of Maputo. 


The declaration has been taken that TB is to be declared an 
emergency in Africa, said Mario Raviglione, the WHO's Stop TB 
department director. The resolution urges members to intensify 
action against the disease. (Hindu, New Delhi, Aug 27) 


c. Sanitation hampered by taboos: As African 
nations grapple with long-neglected issues of sani- 
tation and hygiene, their efforts are bogged down 
by cultural taboos, lack of government focus and 
stark poverty, an international water conference 
heard on Aug 23. 


Hygiene and sanitation issues have often been ignored, 
Jarson Shiferaw, Ethiopia's Minister of Water Resources, said at 
the Stockholm water week, which brings together experts from 
100 countries. 


Unlike access to clean water, sanitation and hygiene issues 
are shrouded in embarrassment, making them very much taboo 
subjects, according to Roberto Lenton, chairman of the Water 
Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC), a 
Geneva-based organization promoting cooperation in water 
supply and sanitation. i 


Sanitation is taken as a domestic issue. People ask advice 
about their water supply, but not about the toilet in their house, 
said Uganda's Minister for Water, Maria Mutagamba. 


While water is life, sanitation is dignity, Lenton added. But a 
lack of sanitation can also mean premature death, according to 
the WSSCC, which calls it the worlds biggest cause of infection. 


Excrement kills. It kills by the million, it said. Diarrhoeal 
disease alone kills 6,000 children per day, and 2.5 billion people 
live without a clean, private place to defecate and urinate, 
according to WSSCC figures. 


. Instead they use fields, streams, rivers, railway lines, canal 
banks, roadsides, plastic bags, waste-paper or squalid, 
foulsmelling, disease-breeding buckets and insanitary latrines, it 
said. (Hindu, New Delhi, Aug 25) 

d. YANGUUYE (South Africa): For rural Afri- 
cans, cellphones alter life: On the dry mountain- 
top, 36-year-old Bekowe Skhakhane does even the 
simplest tasks the hard way. 


Feteching water from the river takes four hours a day. To 
cook, she gathers sticks and musters a fire. Light comes from 
candles. 


But when Ms.Skhakhane wants to talk to her husband, who 
works in a steel factory 400 kilometers away in Johannesburg, 
she does what many in more developed regions do: she takes 
out her mobile phone. 


People like Ms.Skhakhane have made Africa the world’s 
fastest growing cell phone market. From 1999 through 2004, the 
number of mobile subscribers in Africa jumped to 76.8 million, 
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from 7.5 million, an average annual increase of 58 percent. South 
Africa, the continent's richest nation, accounted for one-fifth of 
that growth. : 


Asia, the next fastest-expanding market, grew by an annual 
average of just 34 percent in that period. 


"It is a necessity," said Ms.Skhakhane, pausing from washing 
laundry in a plastic bucket on the dirt ground to fish her biue 
Nokia out of the pocket of her flowered apron. "Buying air time 
is part of my regular grocery list.” 

She spends the equivalent of $1.90 a month for five minutes 
of telephone time. Africa’s cellphone boom has taken the industry 
by surprise. Africans have never been rabid telephone users. 
And with most Africans living on $2 a day or less, they were 
supposed to be too poor to justify corporate investments in 
cellular networks far outside the more prosperous cities and 
towns. . 


But when African nations began to privatize their telephone 
monopolies in the mid-1990"s and fiercely competitive operators 
began to sell air time in smaller, cheaper units, cellphone use 
exploded. 


Used handsets are available for $50 or less in South Africa, 
an amount even Ms Skhakhane’s husband was able to finance 
with the fittle he saves from his factory job. 


It turned out that Africans had never been big phone users 
because nobody had given them the chance. 


One in 11 Africans is now a mobile subscriber. Villagers in 
the two jungle provinces of Congo are so eager for service that 
they have built 15 meter-high treehouses to catch signals from 
distant cellphone towers. 


"One man uses it as a public pay phone,’ said Gilbert Nkualui, 
deputy managing director of Congo operations for Vodacom 
Group, one of Africa's biggest mobile operators. Those who want 
to climb to his platform and use his phone pay him for the 
privilege. 

Africa has an average of just one land line for every 33 
people, but cellphones are enabling millions of people to skip a 
technological generation and bound straight from letter-writing 
to instant messaging. 


Although only about 60 percent of Africans are within reach 
of a signal, the lowest level of penetration in the world, the 
technology is for many a social and economic blessing. 


Health-care workers in the rural southeast summon ambu- 
lances to distant clinics via cellphone. 


One woman living on the Congo River, unable even to write 
her last name, tells customers to call her cellphone if they want 
to buy the fresh fish she sells. & 


"She doesn't have electricity, she can't put the fish in the 
freezer,’ said Mr.Nkuil of vodacom. "So she keeps them in the 
river,” tethered live on a string, until a call comes in. then she 
readies them for sale. 


Hamadoun Toure, development director for the International 
Telecommunicastion Union, said the economic benefits of 
cellphones were magnified in the developing world. 

"What is the alternative? " asked Toure, whose agency was 


founded in the days of the telegraph and is now part of the 
United Nations. 
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spending much more money” just to pass on a message. 


Initially, he said, mobile operators based their predictions of 
cellphonbe use on the typical fand-line user, someone with a 
bank account, a job and a fixed address. 


"The women selling vegetables in the market, with the baby 
and the umbrella, they weren’t in the profile of the normal 
subscriber," Mr. Toure said, “But they use them.” 


There are no current plans to extend land-line service to the 
surrounding steep mountains where Ms.Skhakhane lives, gov- 
ernment officials here say. But that may not matter: six months 
ago, vodacom erected a cellular tower whose signal can be 
picked up in the hills. Now it logs 10,000 calls a day. 


Before the tower went up, Ms.Skhakhane communicated with 
her husband by letter. She waited weeks for a response. Ms. 
Skhakhane said she considered the $1.90 a month for a phone 
card to be money well spent. 


"| don't use the phone very often," she said, “but whenever 
there is something | really need to discuss, | do.' 


One problem remains even in the age of cutting-edge cellular 
technology: How does an African family in a hut lighted by 
candles charge a mobile phone? A bicycle-driven charger is said 
to be on the horizon. But that would require a bicycle, a rare 
possession in much of rural Africa. 


In Yanguye, as in other regions, the solution is often a car 
battery owned by someone who does not have a chance of 
acquiring a car. Ntombenhle Nsele keeps one in her home a few 
kilometers down.the road from Ms Skhakhane's. She takes it by 
bus 32 kilometers to the nearest town to recharge it in a gas 
station. 


For 80 cents each, Ms.Nsele, 25, lets neighbours charge 
their mobiles from the battery. She gets at least five customers 
a week. "Oooh, a lot of people,’ she said, smiling. "Too many." 
(By Sharon Laramie, New York Times, Asian Age, New Delhi, 
Sept 3) 


e. Remants of a mutiny:— A slave ship lost 
at sea: After years of painstaking research and 
sophisticated surveys, Jacob Boshoff may be on the 
verge of a nearly unheard-of discovery—the wreck 
of a Dutch slave ship that broke apart 239 years 
ago on this forbidding, wind-swept coast after a 
violent revolt by the slaves. 


Boshoff, a 39-year-old marine archaeologist with the govern- 
ment-run Ezek Museums, will not find out until he starts digging 
on this deserted beach on Africa’s southernmost point, probably 
later this year. 

After three years of surveys with sensitive magnetometers, 
he knows, at least, where to look: at a clutch of magnetic 
abnormalities, three beneath the beach and one beneath the 
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surf, near the mouth of the Heuningries River, where the 
400-metric-tonne slave ship, the Merman, ran aground in 1766. 


If he is right, it will be a find forthe history books, especially 
if he recovers shackles, spears and iron guns that shed light on 
how 147 Malagasy slaves seized their captors'vessel, only to be 
recaptured. 


If he is wrong, Boshoff said in an interview, "will have a lot 
of explaining to do.’ 


He will, however, have an excuse. Historical records indicate 
that at least 30 ships have run aground in the treacherous waters 
off Struis Bay, the earliest of them in 1673. 


Although Boshoff says he believes beyond doubt that the 
remains of a ship are buried on this beach, there is always the 
prospect that his surveys have found the wrong one. 

‘Finding shipwrecks is just so difficult in the first place,’ said 
Madeleine Burnside, the author of ’Sprits of the Passage, a 
book on the slave trade. ‘Usually—not always—they are located 
by accident.’ 


For Boshoff, identifying a wreck may be a challenge. 


His best hope of proving that any find is in fact the Merman, 
he said, will be to unearth one of the Malagasy spears that 
records show were carried abroad the ship. 


The ship's final voyage is well documented in letters and 
court records in archives in Cape Town, which are being 
organized electronically by Andrew Alexander, a University of 
Cape Town history student who is working with Boshoff. 

The documents tell a story rife with folly, trickery, and men 
tossed overboard, bottled messages, rescue ships gone- awry 
and captives-turned-captors-turned-captives once more. 


In the end, half of the 60-member Dutch crew and perhaps 
dozens of salves were killed. The surviving crew went down in 
ignominy for losing their ship; the Malagasy slaves met bondage 
and servitude. 


Boshoff's field reports dutifully note both his struggles and 
his strides. His first efforts to find the Meermin involved lashing 
a magnetometer to a foam surfboard and towing it down the 
beach behind a 4-by-4 vehicle. The next day, he hammered a 
200-centimeter pole into the sand at the points where the device 
had recorded the presence of metal, hoping to hit something. 

‘This was a singularly unsuccessful exercise,’ reads his report 
of November 2002. Subsequent surveys from the air and on the 
ground went better. Recently Anglo-American, the mining and 
natural resources conglomerate, lent Boshoff a $40,000 magne- 
tometer and the services of Albert Mandible, a field assistant. 
The magnetometer’s measurements will be used to design a 
contour map that Boshoff says will guide excavation. 

Success, he predicted, would ultimately be a combination of 
patience, skill and resources. Plus, he added, a measure of ‘blind 
luck.’ (By Sharon La Franiere New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Sept 3) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Angola, Morocco sign cooperation proto- 
cols: Angola and Morocco, Oct 6, signed in Luanda 
two protocols of cooperation in the fields of maritime 
training and fisheries research. 


The two protocols are part of the General Accord on 
Fisheries, signed by the two Governments in 2003, in Morocco. 


Under the protocol in the field of research, a technical 
committee has been set up tasked with promoting and developing 
cooperation between Angola’s National Institute of Fisheries 
investigation and its Moroccan counterpart. 


* Signed “by ‘the, ‘directors of the respective institutes, the 

_ protocol states that’ thé officials of both sides shall meet and 

‘outline an annual programme of work and assessment of the 
activity carried out. 


. The protocol further stipulates that the two institutes will 
undertake research in fisheries, technology, arts, aquafarming, 
valorisation of sea products, marine environment protection and 
oceanography. 


The parties have also committed themselves to utilise the 
facilities to enable their technicians or research ships to access 
work or premises or maritime territories. It has also been agreed 
that the parties seek internal or external funding required for the 
undertakings. 


Under an another accord, signed in the domain of training, 
between the General Secretariat of the Fisheries Ministry and 
the Moroccan Maritime Fisheries Department, 
pledged that the latter should send in trainers to outline initial, 
continual and upgrading programmes. 


The protocol also makes provisions for training of fisheries’ a 


officials in Moroccan institutions, the organisation of events ón. 
exchange of information and consultancy missions in Angola. . 


A technical committee assigned to supervise the Inplétianajon 
of the accords has also been appointed. (Angola Press Agency, . 


Luanda, Oct 6) 


Angola, Ghana reactivate bilateral co-operation: Angolan 
and Ghanaian officials will meet, Oct 5 and Oct 6, in Luanda to 
look over new strategies for the reactivation of the joint 
co-operation. 


the parties, 


A delegation from the West African country arrived, Oct 4, 


‘in Luanda and it is headed by the Ghanaian deputy minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Akwasi Osei-Hdjei. . 


Oil, fisheries, public works and agriculture are the sectors 
that will top the two-day meeting. Ghana owns a petroleum 
refinery and is interested in getting crude oil from Angola in 
concessional terms, as well as to participate in the rehabilitation 
of Bom Jesus Irrigation project, located in northern Bengo 
province. 


The third meeting of Angola and Ghana's bilateral commis- 
sion took place in February, 1986. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, Oct 4) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1777] 


- BURKINA FASO 
a. New outbreak of yellow fever: The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) is launching an immu- 
nisation drive in response to four confirmed new 
cases of yellow fever, one of them fatal, in southern 
Burkina Faso. 


"It's important to carry out a vaccination campaign quickly 
so that the disease does not spread to other areas," WHO's 
yellow fever expert Sylvie Briand said in Geneva. 


It is expected that 650,000 peopie will be immunised in the 
days ahead in Burkina Faso's regions of Batie, Gaoua and 
Banfora. The WHO will also undertake a drive in neighbouring 
Ivory Coast as the Ione fatality, a four year-old boy, had come 


| from that country’s Bouna region close to Burkina Faso. 


Yellow fever is a virus generally transmitted to humans by 
mosquitoes. Its effects can range from mild flu-like symptoms to 
‘haemorrhagic fever and death. There is no treatment for the 
‘disease: once®, “contracted and the fatality rate in unprotected 


~-Brtand said thie tisk of contagion was high because of the 
affected region S jow vaccination rate despite recent immunisa- 
tion campaigiis. "While 60 per cent of Burkina Faso’s children 


Ate cewere vacoittated between 2000 and 2004, that figure can drop 
Sito 20-30 per cent in rural areas. A rate of 80 per cent is needed 


for a population to be considered effectively covered. 


The high number of people transiting through this border 
area compounds the danger. in order to avoid the spread of the 
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disease into densely populated urban centres, both residents 
and travellers will be targeted by the vaccination campaign. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Dakar, Sept 22) 
[Previous issue Burkina Faso, page 1777] 


BURUNDI 


a. UNICEF pledges $3 million for primary 
education drive in Burundi: The United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) plans to add $3 million 
to its primary education efforts in Burundi with the 
goal of doubling the number of children attending 
school there by March 2006. 


The new push aims to help 250,000 children from the most 
affected areas, according to UNICEF Coordinator in Burundi 
Sherif Benadouda. It comes on the heels of an announcement 
by the new President Pierre Nkurunziza that the country would 
provide free primary education to all children. 


Nkurunziza made the pledge at his inauguration in August, 
which was the culmination of a long regional peace process that 
signalled an end to the civil war that claimed the lives more than 
300,000 people in the last 12 years. 


The funds will be used to provide classrooms, bathrooms 
and basic needs. it will also help in the recruitment of 3,000 
qualified teachers, ‘and on-the-job training for less-skilled teach- 
ers while they’ are: working, Benadouda said. 


In addition to its own contribution, UNICEF is actively ra raising 
funds from other donors for the education effort, including the 
British Department for International Cooperation, which has 
already allocated some $3.5 million to the effort. 


The fresh funding comes in addition to UNICEF’s Back to 
School programme. for Burundi. Launched two years ago, that 
initiative has enabled more than 500,000 children, including 
thousands of refugee. children from Tanzania to return to the 
classroom. (UN News Service, New York, Oct 6) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1778] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
a. Fighting in Central African Republic drives 


hundreds of refugees to Chad: Hundreds of’ 


refugees fleeing fighting in northern Central African 
Republic (CAR) between armed men and the 
military have arrived in Chad, taking the number of 
new arrivals since June to nearly 11 000, the United 
Nations refugee agency said, Oct 4. 


A team from the UN High Commissioner. “for . Refugees 


(UNHCR), accompanied by officials from the. Chadian Govern- 


ment, visited the Komba village over the weekend and found 
some 150 to 200 refugees there, according to agency spokesman 
Ron Redmond. 





"The local authorities,: however, are reporting that a total of 
467 people: ‘crossed the border following an attack on Mark- 
ounda (town) in northern CAR on September 27," he told a press 
briefing in Geneva. "Other inhabitants from Markounda appar- 
ently, fled elsewhere in northern CAR." 


‘Markounda is 1.5 kilometres from the Nana-Markounda 
River, which forms part of the border between the two countries. 
Refugees interviewed by UNHCR in Komba said that they 
crossed the river by canoe after the fighting broke out, Redmond 
said. ` ; 

- The town used-to have a population of some 15,000, but 
because of continued unrest over the past three years only around 
1,000 people were still living there, he said. (UN News Service, 
New York, Oct 4) ‘ 
[Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1766] 


CHAD 

a. Over 600 Chadians back home from CAR: 
Over six hufidred out of some 1,500 Chadian 
refugees who have spent the past two decades in 
exile in the Central African Republic (CAR) after 
fleeing civil war in their country have been returned 
home in an operation that began recently, the United 
Nations refugee agency reported, Sept 27. 


The 609 Chadians were transported in two convoys, 
according to a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), as part of an operation that is expected to 
be completed by early October. i 


The most recent convoy, brought 288 people from Bossan- 
goa, CAR, to Amboko camp in south Chad. From there, UNHCR 


‘and its Chadian partners transport the returnees back to théir 


homes and villages; in some cases temporarily housing them in 
local schools or other buildings. 


From 1999 to 2001, UNHCR helped repatriaté thousands of 
Chadian refugees. Those going back now had. decided -not to 
take part in that earlier repatriation operation and to remain in 
CAR, where they have been self-sustaining. 


With the growing insecurity in northern CAR since the end 
of 2004, the group approached UNHCR to organise their return 
to Chad. Many of the refugees reported attacks by bandits who 
stole their cattle and prevented them from working in their fields. 
(UN News Service, New York, Sept 27) 


` b. Three journalists released: The Committee 
to Protect Journalists has welcomed the release of 


‘three jailed journalists, Sept 27, in Chad. 


Garondi Djarma, Michak! Didama, and Sy Koumbo Singa 
Gali had been sentenced in July and August to prison terms 
ranging from six months to three years on-charges related to 
their work. 
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An appeals court in the capital, N'Djamena, Sept 27, 
overturned the convictions of Djarma and Sy, based on 
procedural irregularities, local sources said. The court upheld 
Didama’s conviction on charges of "inciting hatred" and "defam- 
ing the president," but sentenced him to the month and a half 
of prison time he had already served. Didama told CPJ he would 
seek a further appeal of the conviction. 


The court also overturned the conviction of Ngaradoumbi 
Samory, a fourth journalist targeted in this summer's crackdown 
on the media, again citing procedural irregularities. 


Samory was sentenced to three months in jail on July 18, 
but was granted a provisional release on September 8 pending 
a decision in his appeal. 


"| feel a mixture of relief and anger . . . since the appeals 
court verdict has shown that these were arbitrary detentions," 
the head of the Union of Chadian Journalists, Evariste Toldi, told 
CPJ. 


Toldi and other media representatives spearheaded several 
protests against the imprisonments, leading a one-week news 
blackout in the capital in August. (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, Sept 27) 

[Previous issue Chad, page 1766] 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. Country hit by fuel price hikes: Businesses 
in the Comoran capital, Moroni, were shut for the 
fourth day after weekend protests over a fuel price 
hike that left one person dead and scores injured, 
it was reported, Sept 27. 


"It is calm today but there is still quite a bit of tension in 
Moroni. We haven't heard anything from the government but all 
the schools, shops and markets are still closed and there are 
few taxis operating,” political analyst Abdorahim Said Bacar 
said, Sept 27.. 


It was reported, Sept 25, that police had opened fire with live 
rounds of ammunition after demonstrators refused to dismantle 
road blocks set up to protest a 40 per cent price increase 
announced earlier in the week. 


"The big concern was that the demonstrators felt as if the 
decision to increase the price of fuel was taken unilaterally by 
the government, without consideration for how people would 
manage their daily lives," Bacar said. 


Petrol prices will go up from 500 Comorian francs per litre 
to 700 francs, while the cost of diesel will rise by 71.4 percent. 
Kerosene will follow suit with an increase of 40.8 per cent. 


“The government has to realise that because access to 
information is so limited in our country, they must make an extra 
effort and explain to people why the petrol price is increasing. 


It is really quite presumptuous to expect the poor and illiterate 
to know that local fuel price hikes are linked to a global increase 
in oil," explained Bacar. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg, Sept 27) 


[Previous issue Comoro islands, page 1609} 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Kony arrest warrant issued: The UN Inter- 
national Criminal Court (ICC) has finally issued its 
first arrest warrants for five leaders of the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebel group over war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. 


The LRA leader Joseph Kony currently on the run in southern 
Sudan is the first suspect to be sought by the court. Foreign 
Minister Sam Kutesa, who has been negotiating for the issuance 
of the warrants, and State Minister for Justice and constitutional 
Affairs Adolph Mwesige, Oct 7, confirmed the development. 


"What | know is that the arrest warrants for LRA top 
commanders are out but | can not give details now," Kutesa said 
by telephone. The warrants, which follow sealed indictments, 
are the first to be issued by the new court in The Hague, 
Netherlands. This is the first permanent global tribunal set up to 
try individuals for genocide, war crimes and systematic human 
rights abuses. 


William Lacy Swing, the head of the U.N. mission in the 
Congo said , Oct 6, the ICC “issued arrest warrants for five 
people...1 know a couple of names I'm not at liberty to give them 
because | don't know what the ICC has put on the record," Swing 
said. 


Sources told Daily Monitor that the five indicted include LRA 
chief Joseph Kony, and his second in command Vincent Otti. 
Otti is believed to have recently led 400 rebels into DR Congo's 
Garamba National Park fleeing UPDF military operations in 
southern Sudan, where the rebels have been based for years. 
(Monitor, Kampala, Oct 8) 


b. Thousands return to Ituri after army ousts 
rebels: Some 5,000 civilians who fled fighting 
between the army and local armed groups in a gold 
mining area of northeastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo’s Ituri District began returning to their 
homes, Oct 3, a Roman Catholic clergyman said. 


“They have been in perpetual movement. They need help to 
resettle," Abbot Innocent Ngabu said, Oct 3, in Kilo, a locality 
25 km north of the Bambu Gold Mines. The information officer 
in Bunia for the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA), Idrissa Conteh, said, “We don’t yet know the 
humanitarian situation but we plan to organise a mission in the 
region.” 
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Armed groups had first attacked government troops on 
September 27 who were guarding the Bambu Gold Mines, which 
serves as the headquarters of the state-owned office. 


Thousands of civilians fled in various directions: some to the 
army post at Bambu Mines; others 12 km south to the town 
of Petsi. Many others just hid in the surrounding bush. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bunia, Oct 4) 
(Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1778] ` 


EGYPT 

`a. Mubarak sworn in for fifth term: President 
Hosni Mubarak, a close US ally, was sworn in on 
Sept 27 for a fifth, six-year term after his landslide 
victory in the country's first contested presidential 
election. ` 

Mubarak was sworn in by Parliament Speaker Fathi Serour 

during an emergency session held under tight security in central 
Cairo. A 21-gun salute followed the swearing in. Libyan leader 
Muammar Gaddifi attended the ceremony, drawing a round of 
applause as he entered the chamber. ` 


The Egyptian leader later addressed the House, dominated 
by his ruling National Democratic Party, to outline the priorities 
of his new żerms, which runs to 2011. Mubarak, 77 and only 
days short of completing 25 years in office, won 88 per cent of 
the vote in the September 7 election. However, only 23 per cent 
of the 32 million registered voters took part in the election, leaving 
Mubarak with support of 6.5 million voters in a country of some 
72 million. 


In a February decree, Mubarak had asked Parliament to 
amend the Constitution to allow multi-candidate presidential 
elections. Tre new system, which was adopted in May, replaced 
the yes/no referendums in which he had run unopposed four 
times since 1981, receiving more than 90 per cent of the vote 
each time. (Asian Age, New Delhi, Sept 28) 

[Previous issue Egypt, page 1779] 


ERITREA ` 
a. Flight ban forces UN to halt mine clearance 
activities: A helicopter flight ban imposed by Eritrea 
against the United Nations peacekeeping operation 
(UNMEE) has forced the world body to suspend its 
lifesaving mine clearance activities in the country. 


“According to the agreement that we have signed [with 
Eritrea] we cannot carry out demining activities without a 
helicopter on standby because if there is an accident we would 
have no way of taking that person out," mission spokeswoman 
Gail Bindley-Taylor-Sainti said. 


Helicopter access, she said, is a mandatory safety require- 
ment. "One of the things that we’re concerned about is the need 
for a medical evacuation in case a deminer steps on a mine." 


The Security Council, Secretary-General Kofi Annan and 
senior UNMEE officials have all called on Eritrea to reverse its 
decision to ban helicopter flights, warning that the restrictions 
impede the mission’s peace operations. 


A 2004 survey of Eritrea indicated that 481 communities 
totalling 655,000 people are socially and economically affected 
by landmines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) in the country. 


Eritrea’s landmine/UXO contamination stems from its nearly 
three-decade long struggle for independence and the 1998-2000 
border war with Ethiopia. : 


Since that latter conflict ended, UNMEE has been deployed 
in the region to monitor the cessation of hostilities and to help 
ensure the observance of security commitments. (UN News Service, 
New York, Oct 7) 


[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1767] 


KENYA 
a. 400,000 face hunger in Wajir: Some 400,000 
people in Wajir District are facing starvation follow- 
ing a year of acute drought. 


Wajir county council chairman Mohamed Garore, told The 
Nation in Nairobi that two persons have already died, while a 
large number of cattle has been dying. 


"Water to us is now a luxury. The boreholes that have been 
sunk cannot meet the minimum needs of the people and 
livestock. Many of them are not operating and cannot be repaired 
since we do not have maintenance equipment,” said Garore, 
who was accompanied by five councillors from the district. 


“Men find themselves migrating to Ethiopia and Somalia in 
search of pasture and water for the animals, leaving the women 
and children to suffer. This is because we have been denied 
entry into Eastern Province, where there is pasture, for security 
reasons,” said former council chairman Dagane Siyad. 


“Pupils are fed a morsel of maize and beans for lunch at 
school, which sustains them until the next lunchtime in case they 
find nothing to eat at home," added Mohamed. 


People of Wajir are pastoralists who depend on cattle, 
donkeys, camels and goats. Since the famine began, not a drop 
of rain has fallen in the parched land for the last one year. 
(Nation, Nairobi, Sept 30) l 
[Previous issue Kenya, page 1781] 


LIBYA 


a. National Housing Corporation deal with 
Uganda: Libya and Uganda have signed an 
agreement transferring 49% stake in the National 
Housing and Construction corporation (NHCC) to 
the Libyan Arab Foreign Investment company 
(LAFICO). 
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Acting finance minister Mwesigwa Rukutana and Hamed El 
Houderi, the LAFICO general manager (participation depart- 
ment), signed for Uganda and the Libyan government respec- 
tively, at the finance ministry boardroom in Kampala. 


Libya has appointed LAFICO as its agent. The agreement 
finalised successful negotiations for a debt for equity swap 
between the two countries in which Libya agreed to cancel the 
interest and penalties on Uganda’s debt amounting to US$88m 
of a US$184m debt. 


Present at the signing were the acting deputy Secretary to 
the Treasury, Keith Muhakanizi, the Libyan ambassador, the 
director general of LAFICO, Ahmed Amaer, the director of 
PU, Michael Opagi and Charles Odere of Lex Associates. 
(New Vision, Kampala, Oct 6) 


[Previous issue Libya, page 1756] 


MOZAMBIQUE 
a. Visa waiver agreement with Zambia: Travel 
between Mozambique and Zambia will become 
easier by the end of 2005, when an agreement 
abolishing entry visas for citizens of the two 
countries would take effect. 


The agreement in principle on abolishing visas was signed 
in Maputo, Oct 7, by Mozambican Foreign Minister Alcinda 
Abreu, and Zambian Labour Minister Mutale Nalumango, at the 
end of a meeting of the joint cooperation commission between 
the two countries. Earlier, Mozambique signed visa waiver 
agreements with South Africa and Botswana, which took 
immediate effect. A similar agreement with Swaziland has yet 
to come into force. 


Alcinda Abreu said the agreement with Zambia would take 


effect as soon as a few administrative procedures were dealt | 


‘with. On the Mozambican side these include ratification of the 
agreement and its publication in the official gazette, the Boletim 
da Republica (though no such ratification and publication were 
required in the case of the visa waiver with South Africa). 


"As soon as the two parties inform each other that these 
steps have been concluded, the visa waiver takes effect", 
said Abreu. "J think this will happen by the end of the year". 
(Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Oct 7) 

b. Anti-corruption chief sacked: The head of 


Mozambique’s anti-corruption bureau has been 
dismissed. 


The surprise axing of the head of Mozambique’s Anti-Cor- 
ruption Unit, Isabel Rupia, has been sharply criticised by human 
rights groups as undermining the government's anti-graft cam- 
paign. Petty corruption is common practice in Mozambique, and 
businesses trying to set up there are effectively fined for their 
refusal to bribe, a demand made easier by the country’s intricate 


licensing requirements and opaque compliance regulations. 
Long delays in the granting of licences to foreign firms and in 
the release of goods from customs provide further avenues for 
soliciting bribes, according to a SA Institute of International 
Affairs survey recently. i 


Mozambique’s new president, Armando Guebuza, has 
promised to crack down on corruption and under Rupia's 
leadership the office, formerly known as the Anti-Corruption Unit, 
launched a series of high-profile investigations against govern- 
ment officials. (SouthScan, London, Sept 29) 


[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1781] 


NIGER 

a. Journalist given jail sentence for reporting 
on corruption: The Committee to Protect Journal- 
ists, Sept 24, condemned the jail sentence given to 
a magazine journalist who reported on corruption 
in the distribution of food aid during the famine in 
Niger. 

A court in the northern town of Agadez convicted Abdoulaye 
Harouna, publication director of the monthly Echos Express, of 
defaming the local governor, Yahaya Yendaka. The court 
sentenced him to four months in jail and fined him 520,000 CFA 
francs. 


Harouna told CPJ that Yendaka filed a defamation suit 
against him after an article accused the governor of corruption 
in the distribution of aid in the Agadez region. Harouna remained 
free because no arrest warrant was immediately issued. He said 
he planned to appeal. 


` Harouna faces prosecution on another count of defaming 
Yendaka following an August article in Echos Express, which 
described a campaign of harassment and intimidation by local 
authorities against journalists who report on sensitive topics, 
including food aid distribution. 


The case has not yet been brought to trial. A second 
Agadez-based journalist, Hamed Assaleh Raliou, faces at least 
two charges of defaming Yendaka in June and July, according 
to local sources. One charge stems from a report filed by Raliou 
for Radio France Internationale, which alleged that the governor 
had distributed food aid to military and administrative officials 
instead of the needy. (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, Sept 29) 


[Previous issue Niger, page 1771] 


NIGERIA 


a. Militia leader charged with treason: An 
influential separatist militia leader from Nigeria’s 
volatile oil-rich Delta region faces life in jail after 
being charged with treason, Oct 6, following com- 
ments made in a newspaper interview. 
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As the military leader heard the charges, hundreds of his 
supporters: massed outside the court in the capital Abuja, 
demanding the release of the leader of the Niger Delta People’s 
Volunteer Force (NDPVF). Dokubo-Asari, who was arrested 
more than two weeks ago for the comments calling for the 
break-up of Nigeria, appeared in court to hear charges including 
conspiracy, unlawful assembly and "treasonable felony" read to 
him before presiding judge Babs Akinwumi. He pleaded not guilty 
but will remain’ in custody until November.10, the date set by 
. the court for continuation of the trial. Under Nigerian law 
treasonable felony is punished by life imprisonment as it is 
considered a lesser charge than outright treason, a capital 
offence. In court, Dokubo-Asari said "We shall be free. My people 
must be free," as he unveiled a black T-shirt carrying the name 
of Isaac Boro, a Delta militant who mounted a short-lived armed 
campaign in 1966 for an independent Niger Delta Republic. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Lagos, Oct 6) 

b. Senate president banned from criticising 
Obasanjo: Senate president Ken Nnamani was, 
Oct 4, banned from using Enugu State as base to 
launch any criticism against the government of 
President Olusegun Obasanjo. 


The order was handed down to him by the ruling Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) at a press briefing addressed by the 
state Publicity Secretary, Ugulu O. Ugulu. He said the party was 
"shocked" by the comments credited to the Senate President in 
a radio programme where he featured as a guest. 


In Media Link programme on Radio Nigeria Enugu, Oct 2, 
Nnamani reportedly slammed the anti-corruption crusade of the 
Obasanjo administration, saying that it was characterised by 
insincerity and selective justice. "In totality, he meant that the 
Federal Government was not serious in its entire efforts, even 
though government has received applause for its efforts in 
bringing trust and confidence in the polity,” Ugulu said. 


PDP spokesman said "it is surprising to us that the Senate 
President will always choose Enugu as the place to cast 
aspersion's on the Federa! Government, when indeed, it is clear 
to all that as Number 3 political citizen of this country he has 
unlimited access to the Presidential Villa in Abuja." He said 
Nnamani’s penchant to use Enugu “to vent his spleen on the 
Federal Government" constituted "an affront on PDP in Enugu 
State." (This Day, Lagos, Oct 5) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1782] 


RWANDA 


a. Govt ratifies accord on prisoners: Rwanda, 
Oct 4, ratified an agreement with the United Nations 
on the transfer to its prisons of convicts sentenced 
by International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR). 


Subsequently, a Cabinet meeting in Kigali approved the draft 
agreement, sending the ball back to the UN’s court. 


` According to a release, Rwanda's representative to the ICTR, 
Aloys Mutabingwa said, all that remained was for New York to 
approve its part of the bargain. 


"Given that this is standard practice, we do not see the reason 
for delaying the approval. We are not reinventing the wheel. We 
are just accomplishing the formalities", Mutabingwa was quoted 
as saying. 


High level talks have been going on between Rwanda and 
the Tribunal in regard to the transfer of prisoners in accordance 
with the statute of the ICTR. 


"Imprisonment shall be served in ‘Rwanda’ or any of the 
states on the list of states which have indicated to the Security 
Council their willingness to accept, convicted persons,” the 
statute reads. 


An ICTR delegation was in Rwanda in May 2004 to’ inspect 
facilities where convicts would serve their sentences. 


Mpanga prison in central Rwanda was found to meet the UN 
standards. All it now needs is for New York to approve the 
agreement before the first prisoner is transferred to Rwanda to 
serve his sentence. (New Times, Kigali, Oct 7). . - -- -. 


[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1782] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Three radio stations closed: The Committee 
to Protect Journalists is concerned by the forced 
closure, Sept 30, of three radio stations in the 
Muslim holy city of Touba, centre of the Senegalese 
Muslim community, known as the mourides. 


In a recorded statement broadcast by local radio stations, 
chief caliph Serigne Saliou Mbacki ordered all three Touba-based 
FM stations to vacate within three days. 


The private station Disso, the local branch of state-owned 
Radio Tilivision Sinigalaise (RTS), and the community radio 
station Hizbut Targiyah went off the air, according to local 
sources. 


Founded by Mbacki's ancestor, the mourides are a traditional 
Islamic brotherhood that exerts considerable influence over 
many aspects of Senegalese life. 


A ruling by the spiritual leader known as the caliph, while 
not legally binding, carries great weight. 

According to the independent daily Walfadjri, the caliph said 
he intended to "preserve the holy city from occult practices 
contrary to Islam." (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, Oct 3) 

[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1783} 
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SOMALIA 


a. UN food agency calls for proper distribu- 
tion of rice from hijacked ship: The United 
Nations World Food Programme (\WFP) has called 
on the Somali authorities to ensure the proper 
distribution of 850 tonnes of rice on board one of 
its chartered ships, which was released earlier. 


Pirates had seized it while on its way to feed 28,000 
survivors of the Indian Ocean Tsunami. 


"We are urging representatives from both the ‘Somali 
Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and the Port Authorities 
to work with WFP to ensure that food aid is properly handled 
and distributed to the needy in Somalia," the agency's Somalia 
Country Director Robert Hauser said, Oct 5. 


The MV Semiow was seized off the Somali coast on June 
27 while on its way from Mombasa, Kenya, with a 10-man crew 
and rice for the northern Puntland region, the first time in WFP 
history. that a ship carrying relief food has been hijacked. It arrived 
in the port of El Maan, Oct 5. (UN News Service, New York, 
Oct 6) 

b. UN condemns killing of staff member: The 
United Nations has condemned the killing of one of 
its staff members, Oct 3, gunmen in the Somali port 
city of Kismayo, some 500 km: south of the capital, 
Mogadishu. 


Mohamuud Muse Gurage, a Somali national, was walking 
toward his house’ from the UN offices when gunmen attacked 
and fatally shot him. i 


"Gurage was returning home, Oct 3, when he was shot and 
killed by two men," a statement issued by the UN Development 
Programme's Somalia office in Nairobi, Kenya, said. "He was 
taken to the local hospital where he was pronounced dead upon 
arrival," the statement added. 


It was not immediately clear why Gurage was killed or who 
was behind the incident, but the Juba Valley Alliance - which 
controls the area - was reportedly investigating the incident. 
"They [the alliance] have mounted security sweeps: around the 
town looking for the individuals who committed the crime," a 
business source in Kismayo said. 


"They are very angry that this happened at a time when they 
were trying to convince the UN and other aid agencies to come 
back into Kismayo," he added. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi, Oct 4) 

c. Warlords free 8 Kenyans: Eight Kenyans who 


have been held hostage by Somali warlords for 
more than three months have finally been released. 


The Kenyan Ambassador to Somalia, Mohamed Affey, Oct 
3, said the hostages were released at the Somali territorial waters 


between Haradheere and El Maan port. Affey said the warlords, 
who hijacked MV Semiow on June 27, disembarked and handed 
over the ship to security officers based at El Maan port. 


Meanwhile, there was a celebratory mood in Mombasa when 
the families of the former hostages learnt of the good news. A 
mother of one of the hostages, Fatuma Hassan, beamed on 
learning that her son, Hassan Sudi, and his colleagues were 
now free men. (East African Standard, Nairobi, Oct 4) 

d. Radio journalist jailed for reports on 
Puntland prison: Authorities in the Puntland city 
of Bossasso arrested an STN radio editor, Sept 26, 
in connection with his reporting on prison conditions, 
according to the Somali journalists union NUSOJ. 


Awale Jama Salad is being detained without erage for the 
second time in recent months. 


The arrest stems from Awale Jama’s reports in July on his 
previous imprisonment, according to NUSOJ and the local 
source. Those reports, broadcast on STN and picked up by some 
locai newspapers, alleged that officials at Bossasso prison were 
taking bribes to free prisoners, and that conditions in the jail 
were so bad they were causing the spread of disease. 


Authorities are accusing Awale Jama of defamation and 
publishing false information, ‘although he has not been officially 
charged, NUSOJ said. 


"By punishing this journalist for his firsthand reports, Puntland 
authorities send a clear signal that they want to keep secret 
what is going on in their prisons," said Ann Cooper, executive _ 
director of the Committee to Protect Journalists. 


"Awale Jama Salad has every right to tell the public about 
prison conditions in Puntland. He should be freed right away 
and without conditions.” (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, Sept 27) 


{Previous issue Somalia, page 1783] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Trade with Namibia to be expanded: 
Namibia and South Africa have agreed to facilitate 
the expansion of trade in agricultural products 
between them and other trading partners. 


This is one of the areas of cooperation the two countries’ 
ministries of agriculture and lands agreed upon during their 
two-day meeting in Windhoek recently. The other areas include 
skills and knowledge transfer in research, extension, livestock 
production, export certification and harmonisation of quality 
standards. 

(See Zambia, page 1797) 


Namibia and South Africa not only share a common border, 
but also a market for their produce. 
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In a memorandum of understanding signed in the presence 
of the media and officials from the two ministries, Oct 2, the two 
ministers said both countries agreed-to combine their resources 
to encourage processing and value addition as well as to 
enhance cross-border movement of livestock and products, 
agricultural inputs, horticulture and indigenous crops. 


The agreement also extends to land reform initiatives as the two 
countries have similar experiences in land ownership. (New Era, 
Windhoek, Oct 3) ae: 

b. Mining magnate killed: Controversial mining 
magnate and art patron Brett Kebble has been 
killed. 

Kebble, the son of mining entrepreneur Roger Kebble, was 
gunned down in his Mecedes, Sept 27, on his way to a dinner 
with Sello Rasethaba, CEO of Matodzi Resources. 


The killing occured on the bridge crossing the M1 to Pretoria 
- the Atholl-Oaklands road. The motive for his killing has not yet 
been ascertaired, but that nothing seems to have been stolen 
from his car. The serious violent crime unit has taken over and 
they are reportedly investigating a murder case. 


Kebble (who was 41 years old at the time of his death) trained 
as a lawyer before joining his father in 1991 to purchase a 
controlling stake in Rand Leases Gold Mining. In August 2005 
he was forced to resign from JCI, Western Areas and Randgold 
and Exploration amidst controversy over alleged financial 
irregularities. This was the second time Kebble had been forced 
to step down from the position of chief executive in the last five 
years, 


Reports show that in 1994 he helped engineer the successful 
takeover of Randgold and Exploration Company Limited. As an 
executive director of Randgold he oversaw the reorganisation of 
the group including several mergers and acquisitions and the 
listing of Randgold Resources on the London Stock Exchange. 
(Business in Africa, Rivonia, Sept 28) 

[Previous issue South Africa, page 1783] 


SUDAN 


a. UN refugee agency expresses concern 
over attack on Darfur camp: The United Nations 
refugee agency, Sept 29, voiced "grave concern" 
over an "unprecedented attack," by armed Arab men 
on a camp for thousands of internally displaced 
persons in western Sudan’s Darfur region . 


The UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) also expressed its alarm 


at the deteriorating security situation, noting that villages had 
also been attacked. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Jan 


Pronk "is deeply concerned about the upsurge of violence in 
Darfur at a time when every effort is being exerted to speed up 
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a peaceful solution to the conflict in the region in the framework 
of Abuja talks," UNMIS said in a statement referring to talks in 
the Nigerian capital. i ; 





initial reports received by UNHCR indicate a group of 250 
to 300 armed Arab men on horses and camels attacked Aro 
Sharow camp, Sept 28, sending thousands of residents fleeing 
into the insecure countryside. The attackers reportedly burned 
some 80 makeshift shelters, about one-quarter of the camp's 
households. (UN News Service, New York, Sept 29) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1784] 


TANZANIA 


a. UK offer to fight drug trafficking: The UK 
through its Embassy has offered to educate 18 
students from Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and 
Rwanda on how to track down drug traffickers at 
the airports and other major points. 


Presiding over the opening session, the British Ambassador 
to Rwanda, Jeremy Macadie, said the UK is a major bilateral 
agent to Rwanda and a great contributor to the fight against 
crime and corruption. The course is attended by two participants 
from Uganda, Kenya (2), Tanzania (2) and from Rwanda 12. 


"The UK is concerned with drug trafficking, and as great 
contributors and major bilateral agents we shall fight corruption 
and crime mostly that of drug trafficking because it is a global 
crime. 


During the recently-concluded G-8 meeting, the UK agreed 
to increase foreign assistance to African countries and to have 
debt relief," the ambassador said. 


“He added that the UK has become a close partner to Rwanda 
and therefore need for the two countries to combine efforts 
against crime. 


While opening the passenger profiling course at Kigali 
International Airport, the Commissioner General of Police, 
Andrew Rwigamba, thanked the British Embassy for the support 
and called upon participants to attain the required knowledge 
against drug trafficking. (New Times, Kigali, Oct 6) 

{Previous issue Tanzania, page 1785] 


TOGO 


a. UN report says over 400 people died in 
political violence:Between 400 and 500 people 
were killed and thousands wounded in Togo during 
political violence and state authorities must shoul- 
der most of the blame, the United Nations said, 
Sept 26. 


In a long-awaited report, the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Louise Arbour, referred to "the massive nature 
and gravity of human rights violations as evidenced by the high 
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number of victims -- between 400 and 500 dead and thousands 
wounded." 


Previous estimates of the death toll had ranged from the 
Interior Ministry's 69, to Western diplomats saying that more than 
100 people had been killed and the Togolese League of Human 
Rights putting the number of dead at more than 800. 


Violence first‘erupted in the country in February when the 
death of President Gnassingbe Eyadema brought his 38-year 
rule to a sudden end and prompted his son Faure Gnassingbe 
to seize power. 


In the face of international condemnation, Gnassingbe 
agreed to step down and hold elections. He eventually won the 
ballot but the opposition denounced the polls as rigged, and 
more widespread violence ensued, sending tnousands of 
Togolese fleeing east to Benin and west to Ghana to seek refuge. 


"The country has regularly experienced cycles of violence as 
different electoral processes have been carried out. 


But with the election on April 24, 2005, the violence seemed 
to reach a degree never seen before," Arbour said in her 49-page 
report, written on the basis of a visit by her agency to Togo in 
mid June. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Lome, Sept 26) 

[Previous i issue Togo, page 1750] 


UGANDA 


a. Brigadier killed in Teso: The LRA senior 
commander killed by the army in Amuria district near 
Soroti on September 30, has been identified as the 
notorious Brig. Dominic Ongwen. 

Ongwen, the commander of Cinia, the LRA’s ist brigade, 
was identified by two former commanders Col. Onen Kamdulu 
and Lt. Col. Francis Okwanga Alero. The former rebels travelled 
from Gulu to Soroti on Oct 4 to assist the army identify Ongwen. 


The body was exhumed from a shallow grave at Nakatunya 
Cell A Ward cemetery in Soroti Municipality for identification after 
which it was reburied in the same place. 


Ongwen has been one of the most notcrious LRA command- 
ers and the highest ranking of all LRA commanders inside 
Uganda. i 


On September 28 and 30, he attacked Angica and lyalakwe 
refugee camps in Obalanga, in the newly-created Amuria district 
and burnt over 30 huts in-Angica, lyalakwe in Obalanga and 
Ayola in Morungatuny sub-county. The LRA also killed the LC1 
vice-chair of Adungo village, Michael Omoji and abducted two 
children, Ojok and a four-year-old girl. : 

Ongwen was buried on October 1 after his body was paraded 
at Soroti Public gardens. (New Vision, Kampala, Oct 6) 
[Previous issue Unganda, page 1785] 


<- ZAMBIA 


a. Public anger over fuel crisis leads to 
minister’s sacking: Zambia’s energy minister has 
been removed from his post amid rising public anger 
over a fuel crisis that is disrupting daily life and 
strangling the economy. 


President Levy Mwanawasa announced, Oct 6, that energy 
Minister George Mpombo and his permanent secretary were 
being removed from office with immediate effect. 


Despite the disruptions caused by the fuel shortage—the 
result of problems during maintenance work at Zambia's only oil 
refinery in Ndola—opposition party calls for public protests were 
largely ignored. i ` : 


Both state and private radio reported no signs of protests by 
early afternoon, an indication that ’ ‘people are too busy trying to 
get on with their lives", said University of Zambia lecturer Fred 
Mutesa. : 


He said that although people “are angry and upset at the 
lack of foresight and the lack of planning to avoid the crisis”, 
sacking the energy minister may have helped to defuse tensions. 


Private motorists were most affected by the fuel crisis, as 
“public transport is still operating, although erratic due to 
[interrupted] supply of fuel". 


He felt it was still "a bit early" for public diedontant to menies 
in the form of demonstrations. "The mines were affected by the 
fuel shortage they've reduced capacity and seem to be 
getting on. But we do have a serious crisis and we are all 
upset". (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Johannesburg, Oct 7) 


b. Accord with South Africa on economic ties: 
South Africa and Zambia have agreed to encourage 
the private sector in the two countries to strengthen 
economic relations between themselves. 


This follows discussions between Deputy Foreign Minister 
Aziz Pahad and his Zambian counterpart Davison Mulela in 
Pretoria, Oct 3. 


Both leaders called on the South, African’ private sector to 
embark on joint venture partnerships with their Zambian 
counterparts. A statement released by foreign affairs said the 
deputy ministers also highlightedthe need to increase trade and 
investment cooperation between the two countries. ` : 


"In this context they undertook to, amongst other things, 
finalise the conclusion of the agreement on the reciprocal 
protection and promotion of investments,” said the statement. 


South Africa is Zambia's main export destination and is the 
largest investor in that country after the United Kingdom. 
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Other pctential investment areas were identified and these 
include tourism and the development of the fishing industry— 
éspecially fish, farming. 

South African Tourism has embarked on a drive to encourage 
tour operators to market a "Visit Zambia Campaign", while South 
African Airways has implemented new flights between the two 
countries. (BuaNews, Tshwane, Oct 4) 

{Previous issue, Zambia, page 1786] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Fuel starts trickling in: Fuel supplies started 
trickling in over the weekend with all Total service 
Stations in Harare and Bulawayo receiving alloca- 
tions since Oct 1. 

A survey by The Herald showed that both petrol and diesel 
were delivered to Total filling stations over the weekend and long 
queues of motorists had formed. Petrol attendants interviewed 
said that Total service stations received each between 8,000 and 
17,000 litres of diesel and petrol. 


The fuel inflows come in the wake of assurances given by 
President Mugabe on the sidelines of a Politburo meeting held, 
Sept 29. 


Addressing hundreds of war collaborators and Zanu-PF 
supporters at the ruling party's national headquarters, President 
Mugabe said fuel supplies were expected to improve shortly as 
Government was fighting to mitigate the socio-economic chal- 
lenges facing the country. 


"Fuel supply is expected to increase in the next few days 
and will gradually improve in the next few weeks," the President 
said. Zimbabwe is facing an acute shortage of fuel owing to the 
unavailability of foreign currency arising mostly from the 
constraints of the illegal sanctions imposed by Western countries. 


A fuel attendant at a service station in Glen Norah suburb 
said they had received 10 000 litres of diesel and 8 000 litres 
of petrol, Oct 3, and were expecting more deliveriesy. (Heraid 
Harare, Oct 3) 

b. Repayment of IMF hailed: _Zlmbabweans 
from all walks of life have applauded the Reserve 
Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ) over the repayment of 
an additional US$15 million to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), bringing it closer to settling 
its arrears. 

They hailed the gesture by the central bank which left the 
country's obligations to IMF on the General Resources Account 
at a mere U5S$35 million, as yet another demonstration of 
Zimbabwe's unfettered resolve to restore cordial relations with 
the Bretton Woods institution. 


The Zimbabwe National Chamber of Commerce (ZNCC) said 
the latest development was “excellent" as it provided ample proof 
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that Zimbabwe had no intention of defaulting on its loan 
obligations. “That was an excellent move. We are fully supportive 
of the RB2’s actions. "That way we would at least be able to 
enjoy the full benefits and opportunities (arising from good 
relations with IMF) like any other country in the world. 


"In fact, that was Zimbabwe's policy until 1998 and that was 
the reason why the economy was doing so well. 


The efforts receive our full backing as they allow us to 
negotiate for other foreign currency lines of credit without 
necessarily going to the RBZ," ZNCC president Luxon Zembe 
said. (Herald, Harare, Oct 5) ` 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1786] 


REGIONAL 


a. WASHINGTON: US helping Africa combat 
Islamic militancy: A growing number of Islamic 
militants from Africa are fighting American and Iraqi 
forces in iraq, fueling the insurgency with foot 
soldiers and money, US military officials said. 


About 25 per cent of the some 400 foreign fighters captured 
in Iraq came from Africa, according to comments by the US 
European Command, which oversees military operations in most 
of Africa. ay peek «oe 


- 


Some have joined the network of the militant Abu Musab 
Al-Zarqawi, which has carried out sophisticated attacks and 
suicide car-bombings that have killed hundreds of Iraqis, the 
Officials said. 


. A small vanguard of veterans have been returning home to 
countries like Morocco and Algeria to use skills learned on the 
battlefield in Iraq, from bomb making to battle planning, against 
their governments, the officials said. 


To combat the threat and prevent terrorists from gaining new 
safe havens, the Bush administration is expanding a military 
training programme that has operated on scant budget for two 
years into a more ambitious programme spending $100 million 
annually for airport security, School construction and other 
assistance to nine African nations. 


As part of this broader strategy, the United States held 
training exercises in June with Mali, Chad, Mauritania, Niger, 
Algeria, Senegal, Nigeria, Tunisia and Morocco. 


About 1,000 American troops, including 700 Special Opera- 
tions forces, trained 3,000 African soldiers in marksmanship, 
border patrol and airborne operations. "For a change, we're 
trying to get ahead of the power curve in a region that we believe 
is susceptible to use: by terrorists," Theresa M Whelan, the 
Pentagon's Africa policy official said. 
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United States military and intelligence officials say vast 
swaths of the Sahara, which have been smuggling routes for 
centuries, are becoming areas of choice for terrorist groups, 
including Al-Qaeda. 


The countries there are among the poorest in the world, with 
scant resources to monitor their borders or patrol remote areas. 


“Al-Qaeda is assessing local groups for franchising opportu- 
nities," said Major .General Richard P Zahner, chief of intelli- 
gence for the European Command. 


Among the local terrorist groups is the Salafist Group in 
Algeria, which claimed responsibility for an attack in June against 
a Mauritanian Army outpost that left 156 Mauritanians and 9 
insurgents dead. 


The group said on a Website that the assault was a direct 
response to the training exercises “put in place by the enemy of 
God, America, and its agents in the region". ' 


US military officers and defense officials said the number of 
African militants and the funds they have provided for the fighting 
in iraq are not large compared with support from countries like 
Syria or Saudi Arabia. 


_ But the skills the militants learn and the connections they 
make with other insurgents make Iraq a training ground and 
networking hub for terrorists, these official say. i 


"The bottom line is you've developed a new extremist," one 
official said. The European Command lobbied hard to expand 
the programme, and in March the administration approved the 
Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Initiative, with plans to finance it 
with $100 million a year for five years, beginning in 2007, she 
said. : 


Under the plan, the military will train battalions of 500 soldiers 
from the nine countries and provide military equipment. 


"This assistance will provide countries in northern Africa with 
an enhanced ability to interdict transnational terrorists and other 
criminal elements," said Representative Ed Royce, a California 
Republican who heads the House Internatioral Relations 
Terrorism subcommittee. (Eric Schmitt in New York Times/ 
Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 1) 

b. KATSINA (Nigeria): Birthing injuries, which 
can be easily cured, ruin African lives: Dr Kees 
Waaldijk began surgery shortly before 10 am 
recently in this city near Nigeria’s northern border. 
More than five hours later, orderlies carried the last 
of four girls to the recovery ward. 


-Dr Waaldijk’s light blue surgical garb had become dark with 
sweat. "We are finished for the day," he said. 


it was the last thing the dozen girls who scuatted in the 
open-air corridor outside wanted to hear. Leaping up, tracking 


wet footprints and soaked Skirts across the floor, they besieged 
the surgeon. 


What brings the girls to Dr Waaidijk——and him to Nigeria—is 
the obstetric nightmare of fistulas, unknown in the West for 
nearly a century. Mostly.teenagers who tried to deliver their first 
child at home, their babies were lodged in their narrow birth 
canals. The resulting pressure cut off blood to vital tissues and 
‘ripped holes in their bowels or urethras, or both. 


Now their babies were dead. And the would-be mothers, 
their insides wrecked, were incontinent: Many were outcasts in 
their communities. - f 


Until this decade, outside nations that might be able to help 
ignored the problem. The last global study, in which the World 
Health Organization estimated that more than two million 
women were living with obstetric fistulas, was conducted 16 
years ago. : 


Few doubt that the problem is most concentrated in 
sub-Saharan Africa, where poverty and rudimentary health care 
combine with traditions of home birth and early pregnancy to 
-make women especially vulnerable. 


In Nigeria alone, perhaps 400,000 to 800,000 women suffer 
untreated fistulas, says the United Nations. z 


Dr Waaldijk, a 64-year-old Dutchman, comes for nine months 
each year from his home in the Netherlands and works at Babbar 
Ruga Hospital here and at others in rural Nigeria, He says he 
has operated on 15,000 fistulas in 22 years here. 


Obstetric fistulas are easily prevented by Caesarean sec- 
tions. But in sub-Saharan Africa—excluding the region's richest 
nation, South Africa —the average doctor serves 6,666 patients. 
Many rural women labour fruitlessly for days before being taken, 
sometimes in a cow-pulled cart, to a road leading to a hospital. 


Dr Waaldijk remembers one patient well. She pushed ‘out 
her baby’s head before collapsing from exhaustion in her hut, 
he said. 


Her brother carried her, balanced on a donkey, to a road, 
where a bus driver demanded 10 times the usual fare to take 
her to a hospital. She half-stood, half-sat for the trip, her dead 
baby’s head between her legs, her urethra ripped open. 


"This is what is happening", the doctor said. "Nobody will 
believe it". Were it widely available, the United Nations 
Population Fund states, a $300 operation could repair most 
fistulas. 

But Mozambique, with 17 million people, has just three 
surgeons who perform those operations. Niger, population 11 
million, has but six, the organization reported in 2002. 


Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country with 137 million 
people, has eight fistula repair centers, and Dr Waaldijk said 
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he had trained 300 doctors in fistula surgery. Once trained, 
though, many leave for better paid jobs in wealthier nations. 


Gide, 17 centimeters and nut brown, arrived at the hospital 
in September. She looked 12, but said she was 16. A member 
of the Fulani tribe, she never went to school. At 13, her 
grandparents: decided, it was time for her to marry. After 
becoming pregnant, Gide laboured for four days before manag- 
ing to expel a dead baby boy. She discovered the next day that 
she could not control her urine and so she learned to wait as 
long as eight hours before allowing herself a sip of water. 


Her fistula, it turned out, was a small one. Twenty minutes 
after she climbed atop Or Waaldijk’s operating table , she was 
in the recovery room. 


"She will be fine", Dr Waaldijk predicted. Fine, that is, unless 
her next labour begins in the same village, far from medical 
treatment, in which case her affliction will repeat itself. 


"To be a woman in Africa," Dr Waaldijk said as he stitched 
her last sutures, “is truly a terrible thing". (Sharon LaFraniere in 
New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 8) 

c. Immigrants face a. formidable barrier: Herve 
crouched low as he ran through the pine tress and 
thyme bushes on the hillside above the north African 
Spanish enclave of Melilla. 

"The Moroccan police are just over there," the young Malina 
said, pointing through the trees to a road where some 150 
paramilitary policemen were preparing to hunt through the forest 
for immigrants like him. "| have to go and warn my friends. Do 
you have any food? We haven't eaten for two days". 


Herve and his group of five friends from countries many 
hundreds of km of the south had come in the hope of emulating 


what hundreds of young sub-Saharan Africans have managed, 


to do this week. They were gathering courage to jump across 
one of only two land frontiers between Africa and Europe. 


The frontier——known as Marihouari to Moroccans and 
Rostrogordo to Sapniards—is a formidable barrier. A 12-km 
perimeter is protected by two three-meter-high razor-wire fences. 


Trigger happy guards: They are watched over from one 
side by trigger-happy Moroccan troops, who have shown this 
week they are prepared to kill as they are called on to help keep 
Africans off European soil. As of this week, the other side is 
patrolled by the Spanish Legion. The two fences are separated 
by the 15-foot-wide tarmac path lined with watchtowers, video 
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cameras and pressure sensors. They also separate the hunger 


` and misery of Africa from the wealth and abundance, of Europe. 


Melilla, and Spain's other north African enclave along the 
coast: at Ceuta, trace their Spanish pasts to the 15th century. 
Melilla's border was originally defined as the area reached by a 
cannonball fired from the city castle. 


Anyone who had made it from south of the Sahara desert 
up to the Rostrogordo forest knows that getting across the two 
fences bring a remarkable change to their lives. "In Africa there 
is no future for young people,’ says 24-year-old Bubka from 
Guinea-Bissau, who stormed the fence with 500 other persons 
one night last week. "I thought I was going to die getting across, 
but | just prayed to God. Now | am here, and happy". 


Bubaka’s fear is entirely reasonable. Five immigrants were 
killed, apparently by Moroccan police bullets, when 600 persons 
equipped with home-made ladders stormed the fences at Ceuta 
on Sept 29. Up to six more are believed to have been killed 
trying to get into Melilla over the past month. Morocco has been 
under intense pressure from Spain to stop migrants massing 
and rushing the border fences. 


"That means the task of keeping the African immigrants out 
of Europe is, in effect, being sub-contracted to people who are 
ready to kill on our behalf,” says Jose Palazon of immigration 
charity in Melilla. 


Hunger, suffering: More than 200 people got across the 
fences with Bubaka. A further 500 stormed Melilla and Ceuta in 
two other mass assaults this week. 


A camp of tents has been erected in Meilla to accommodate 
this week's deluge of immigrants. The residents tell stories of 
hunger, suffering and the death of friends during arduous treks 
across the African continent that last anything from a year to 
three years. One witness to events of the past week is a German 
officer in Melilla as part of an exchange programme. He found 
the barrier between Africa and Europe familiar. "It looks a lot 
like the old fence that separated East Germany from West 
Germany," he says. "But here there are no landmines". 


A month ago, he might have added that those who jumped 
the fence did not run the risk of being shot. But that, as the five 
bodies delivered to morgues in Ceuta and the Moroccan city of 
Tetouan this week testify, is no longer true. (Guardian Newspapers 
Ltd/Hindu, New Delhi, Oct 3) 
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a. New milestone in repatriation of Angolan 
refugees: The United Nations refugee agency has 
opened a new route home for nearly 6,500 Angolans 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DR), marking 
a new milestone in its voluntary repatriation pro- 
gramme. 

The programme has already helped repatriate about 200,000 
Angolans who fled nearly three decades of civil war. 

"Now that the war is over, and - most importantly that 
elections are expected in 2006, repatriation is another symbol 


\._ of the conclusion of the war and of a new era of peace," the UN 


\High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) deputy repre- 


séntative in Angola, Annette Nyekan, said. 


‘The first convoy carrying 211 returning refugees arrived in 
Angola, Oct 19, along the newly de-mined road connecting 


Kimvula in the DR’s Bas Congo province to Sakandica in - 


Angola’s Uige province. 


The new corridor is a typical example of the difficulties that 
have confronted refugees and UNHCR during the repatriation to 
Angola, which was devastated by 27 years of civil war until a 
peace agreement was signed between the Government and 
rebels in 2002. (UN News Service, New York, Oct 20) 


b. Over 100 plants threatened with extinction: 
More than a 100 species of plants of the Angolan 
flora are threatened with extinction due to their 
excessive use, according to data from a study on 
conservation of vegetal biodiversity carried out by 
the Luanda Herbarium released, Oct 14. 


The information was released by Luanda Herbarium director, 
Esperana Costa, who said the main concem is related to the 
mangrove biodiversity that is being severely degraded on the 
sea coast of Cabinda and Luanda. The mangroves, according 
to the biologist, protect the sea coast and constitute an ideal 
condition of mud, water and content in salt and temperature for 
fish, shellfish and crustaceans. 

This vegetation that looks like a kind of forest along the coast 
is also used by some birds that knit their nets and their 
deterioration deeply alters the ecosystem, the source said. In 
Luanda, the mangroves are found at Palmerinhas, Mussulo 
Island, Morro dos Veados and Escravatura Museum. 

In Huila, sothern Angola, according to the source, the 
vegetation around the great urban centres have been degraded 
too, used in firewoods and coil. Coil makers cut the vegetation 
in an unruly way. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Oct 14) 
[Previsous issue Angola, page 1789] 


a. Compaore gets green light to run for third 
mandate: Burkina Faso’s Constitutional Court has 
thrown out an opposition bid to stop President 
Blaise Compaore running for a third term in 
elections which are less than a month away. 


Five opposition candidates in the November 13 poll had 
appealed to the court to declare Compaore’s bid for re-election 
null and void on the basis of Artcle 37 of the Constitution, which 
sets a two-term ceiling on the office of president. In 1997, the 
clause was amended by parliament, which lifted the ceiling to 
enable heads of state to remain in office for life. But in 2000 
parliament re-introduced the two-term limit and reduced the 
presidential term from seven to five years in office. 


The constitutional court, Oct 14, ruled, as Compaore has 
been in office since 2000, the two-ceiling limit can only apply to 
the outgoing president from the end of his present mandate in 
November. The five opposition candidates who challenged the 
court for a ruling - Benewende Sankara, Ali Lankoande, Norbert 
Tiendrebeogo, Philippe Ouedraaogo and Ran Ouedraogo - 
contended that the 2000 legislation was relevant. (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Quagadougou, Oct 17) 


{Previous issue Burkina Faso, page 1789] 


CAMEROON 


a. Police detain presidential aspirant: An 
international consultant and civil society activist, Ms. 
Rameline Kamga, who made a futile bid to run for 
the 2004 Presidential election on the SDF ticket, 
has, since October 12, been detained at the Judicial 
Police in Bonanjo, Douala. 


Ms Kamga is accused of duping some 22 youths, . 
after promising that she would help them obtain 
visas to travel to the USA. 

The 22 youths, whose names have been withheld, are 
alleged to have filed complaints with the police that Ms Kamga 
demanded and received the sum of FCFA 1.5 million from each 
of them, with the promise that she would use her connection in 
the US to get them visas. 


She allegedly failed to fulfil her promises. However, the 
police arrested Ms Kamga, after a complaint was filed against 
her by the yet unnamed enterprise in Douala. The enterprise 
claimed it pumped in FCFA 5 billion into Kamga’s project, hoping 
that she would use her connection to get an FCFA 27 billion 
project for the enterprise in the US. (Post, Buea, Oct 16) 


[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1729] ` 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a, Civil servants begin eight-day strike: Civil 
servants in the Central African Republic (CAR) 
began, Oct 19, an eight-day strike over salary 
arrears. 


“We are on strike again because our demands have not been 
met," Noel Ramadan, vice-chairman of the workers’ trade union, 
the Union syndicale des travailleurs de Centrafrique, said in the 
capital, Bangui. 

Recently, civil servants went on a three-day strike, over the 
same issue. Ramadan said 80 percent of the workers adhered 
to that warning strike. 


The workers are protesting the government's failure to 
resolve their long-standing grievances, the main one being the 
non-payment of nine months’ salary arrears of 2005. They also 
want a 1995 freeze on salary increases lifted. 


The government paid the workers one month's arrears, a 
measure they said was inadequate. "By paying [arrears for] one 
year's salary the government is diverting the trade unions’ 
attention from the strike’s motive," Ramadan said. 


However, he said the workers were looking forward to 
resuming negotiations with the authorities. "Even during the strike 
period we are still available for any discussions with the 
government," he said. 


Ramadan said many public sector workers were TE up 
to 50 months of salary arrears, from 1990.Labour Minister 
Jacques Bothy said, Oct 18, the eight-day strike was a disruption 
of the government's reforms already underway. He said the 
reforms were aimed at finding a solution to the country’s domestic 
problems. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bangui, Oct 19) 

[Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1790] -` 


CHAD 


a. 40 soldiers desert posts in capital, flee to 
east: At least 40 Chadian soldiers have deserted 
their posts in the capital, N’djamena, and fled to the 
volatile east of the country, the Chad government 
announced, Oct 14. 


"The government informs the national and international 
communities that about 40 members of the Chadian army have 
deserted the ranks aboard three vehicles," an October 14 
communique said. The soldiers travelled to Hadjer Hadid, a town 
in the eastern Quaddai region, the government said. 


"The situation in eastern Chad is calm and under the control 
of the Chadian army." Eastern Chad, which abuts Sudan's 
Darfur region, has been gripped in tension since the Darfur 
conflict broke out more than two years ago. Hostilities have time 
and again spilled over into Chad, where nearly 200,000 
Sudanese refugees are living in camps. 

Chadian President Idriss Deby in 2004 accused the Suda- 
nese government of backing a 3,000-strong rebel force operating 
at the border. 
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In September, Deby blamed the Sudanese militia known as 
the Janjawid for a cross-border attack in which at least 50 
civilians were killed in the Ouaddai region. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Ndjamena, Oct 14) 


b. UN agency appeals for $1 million to feed 
‘forgotten’ refugees in Chad: Up to 11,000 new 
refugees fleeing banditry and violence in the 
Central African Republic (CAR) are in urgent need 
of international aid as they gather in and around 
camps in neighbouring Chad, the United Nations 
World Food Programme (WFP) warned, Oct 18. 


"People have been arriving in extremely poor shape and in 
need of urgent assistance," WFP Chad's Country Director 
Stefano Porretti said. The new refugees are in addition to 32,000 
long-term refugees from northern CAR in Chad. 


"We have been able to mount an immediate response with 
the stocks that we have, but food supplies will run out at the 
end of the year unless we receive new contributions. These are 
among the forgotten refugees of Africa," he added, stressing the 
need for a further $930,000 to ensure adequate supplies for all 
until the end of January 2006. 


Refugees continue to cross into Chad in small numbers by 
canoe, many navigating the Nana-Markounda River that marks 
the frontier, while there are reports that others have fled to safety 
within CAR itself. 


Information on the violence is patchy, but refugees tell stories 
of armed groups storming villages, shooting randomly and 
looting. Few had time to collect any possessions before fleeing. 
(UN News Service, New York, Oci 18) 


[Previous issue Chad, page 1790) 


CONGO 


a.Residents flee as army storms rebel strong- 
hold: Panic and fear spread across Brazzaville, 
capital of the Republic of Congo, Oct 19, as 
government troops. exchanged heavy gunfire with 
"Ninja" rebels holed up in the Bacongo District of 
the city. 


As the fighting raged, residents in the southern part of the 
city, where Bacongo is located, fled to the safe northern parts 
of the city. Vehicles heading to the southern city districts were 
halted temporarily and the state-owned television station in 
Bacongo only resumed transmission on Oct 19. City hospital 
officials have reported receiving casualties. 


The Minister for Public Safety, Law and Order, Maj-Gen Paul 
Mbot, said three gendarmes, two police officers and a civilian 
of Chinese origin had died in the unrest. It remains unclear if 
they died in the fighting or when the police tried to evict the 
Ninjas recently. 


The government ordered the army to support the police who, 
on October 13, failed to evict the Ninjas from Bacongo. The 
security forces are trying to dislodge the so-called Ninjas, loyal 
to the Rev Frdric Biisangou, alias Pasteur Ntoumi, who illegally 
occupied homes in Bacongo. 
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The district is a Bitsangou "stronghold" where in 2003 the 
government built him a home, in an effort to get him to end his 
armed rebellion. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Brazzaville, Oct 20) 


b. Brazzaville bans poultry imports after bird 
flu: The Republic of Congo (ROC) has banned the 
imports of poultry in an attempt to prevent avian 
influenza, an official of the Ministry of Commerce 
said, Oct 17. 


"Orders for poultry imports from countries currently hit by the 
epidemic and reported by the World Health Organization [WHO] 
are banned until further notice," Alphonse Okoye, the director- 
general of consumption and supply in the ministry, said in the 
capital, Brazzaville. 


According to WHO, avian influenza, or “bird flu", is a 
contagious disease caused by viruses that normally infect only 
birds and, less commonly, pigs. Avian influenza viruses are highly 
species-specific but have, on rare occasions, crossed the species 
barrier to infect humans. 


"Regarding poultry orders that have already been made, as 
soon as the fowls arrive at the border, importers should obtain 
a health certificate duly filled before selling them," Okoye said. 
Information available on WHO's website indicates that in 
domestic poultry, avian influenza virus causes two forms of 
disease—low and high rate of virulence. The so-called "low 
pathogenic” form, according to WHO, commonly causes only 
mild symptoms such as ruffled feathers, a drop in egg production, 
and may easily go undetected. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Brazzaville, Oct 18) 


[Previous issue Congo, page 1754] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Rebels attack villages, 24 killed, thousands 
dispaced: Thousands of civilians began arriving in 
the town of Walungu in eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DR), Oct 10, following attacks on four 
Hilpert in which at least 24 civilians were hacked 
to death. 


“Most of the displaced are small children and old women," 
Donatien Nakalonge, a local community leader in the town of 
Walungu in South Kivu Province, said. They walked 15 km from 
their villages of Tchindudi, Mungombe, Kanyola and Rudundu, 
in a valley 60 km south of the provincial capital, Bukavu. "They 
are have been arriving here since Oct 10 and they are 
exhausted,” Nakalonge said. 


He said no humanitarian organisations were helping the 
displaced, as yet. The spokesman for the UN Mission in the DR 
(MONUC), Kemal Saiki, said that a UN team had visited two of 
the villages and confirmed that 15 people had been killed, 
including six children. 


The South Kivu governor, Didas Kaningini Kyoto, said that 
Hutu Rwandan rebeis belonging to a breakaway group known 
as the Rastas attacked the villages, Oct 9. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, Oct 11) 
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b. Publisher arrested on defamation charge: 
Jean-Jacques Luboya N’Samba Shake, publisher 
of the Lubumbashi-based weekly La Vrit (The 
Truth), was arrested and taken into custody at 
Lubumbashi High Court detention centre on Octo- 
ber 13. 


The decision to arrest Luboya was taken by State Prosecutor 
Mdard Luyamba after a defamation complaint was brought by 
Vikas, an Indian businessman, and Lebanese businessmen Ali 
Hamoud and Mahomet Hamoud. Lubumbashi is the capital of 
Katanga province, southeastern Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DR). 


Luboya was questioned by Mawazo about two articles which 
appeared in the October 10 and 11 editions of La Vrit, implicating 
businessmen in a series of customs frauds in Katanga. The 
articles were written by Kyungu Mwana Banza. (Journaliste En 
Danger, Kinshasa, Oct 13) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1791] 


ERITREA 


a. ‘UN mission useless’: United Nations offi- 
cials expressed, Oct 18, that the presence of a UN 
peacekeeping force was becoming "useless" in the 
Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) between Ethiopia 
and Eritrea. 


The officials also pointed out that tensions were rising 
between the two countries and the situation was deteriorating. 
Ambassador Joseph Legwaila Joseph, UN Secretary General's 
Special Envoy to Ethiopia and Eritrea, told journalists that the 
mission, following restrictions imposed by Eritrea on its move- 
ment, has not been able to carry out its mandate as it ought to 
have. 





"Increasingly we will become useless to the two countries. 
We would become useless unless we undertake our mandate. 
Currently, the mission is unable to undertake its operation almost 
in 60 per cent of the mandated area," Legwaila said. The Special 
envoy also indicated that the mission has tried to conduct its 
monitoring activities from regrouping posts in the Temporary 
Security Zone where it has already evacuated from 18 posts, 
Oct 17. 


These 18 posts from which the force has evacuated are 
among the 40 posts that exist within the TSZ. UNMEE is now 
regrouping the peacekeepers in some areas of the TSZ 
to continue its activities in the Area of Responsibility (AOR), 
covering around 1,100 KM. (Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, 
Oct 19) 


b. Eritrean flight ban forces UN to evacuate 
injured soldiers by road: Three United Nations 
peacekeepers who were injured in a road accident 
in the Eritrean-Ethiopian border area had to be 
evacuated over land in an eight-hour trip "under 
very precarious conditions” because Eritrea did not 
respond to a request to lift the ban it has imposed 
on UN helicopter flights. 
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"Following the accident, the UN mission requested Eritrean 
authorities for permission for an aerial medical evacuation on 
humanitarian grounds," spokesman Stephane Dujarric said, New 
York, Oct 18. 


"As of Tuesday morning (Oct 18), there had been no 
response from the Eritrean authorities." The group reached 
Asmara, the Eritrean capital, Oct 18, and the peacekeepers are 
being treated at the UN hospital. One of the soldiers suffered 
head injuries. The UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) 
began vacating nearly half the 40 posts it maintains to monitor 
an accord ending a border war between the two countries 
because of the ban, and Secretary-General Kofi Annan warned 
that the mission was being jeopardized and its deployment might 
have to be reconsidered. (UN News Service, New York, Oct 18) 


{Previous issue Eritrea, page 1792] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Campaign launched against child traffick- 
ing: Ethiopian children are being sold for as little 
as US $1.20 to work as domestic workers or 
prostitutes, the International Organization for Migra- 
tion (IOM) said, Oct 19. 


Up to 26,000 children, some 10 years old, are sold each year 
by their parents and trafficked by unscrupulous brokers to work 
in cities across Ethiopia, the IOM added. The figures were 
announced as the Ethiopian government, the UN and the IOM 
launched a campaign to highlight the suffering endured by 
vulnerable children in this Horn of Africa nation. 


Dubbed "Ethiopia's Campaign for Vulnerable Children", the 
campaign encourages candidates running in local elections 
scheduled for early 2006 to push the issue onto the agenda. Top 
athletes, including Ethiopian Olympic gold medallist Kenenisa 
Bekele, have also joined the campaign to highlight the plight of 
vulnerable or orphaned children. 


There are an estimated 4.6 million orphans in Ethiopia, about 
13 per cent of the country’s children. Some 200,000 children 
are believed to live on the streets of the capital, Addis 
Ababa."While this crisis of vulnerable children is depriving 
children of their rights to human development, it is also proving 
to be a growing burden on already impoverished communities,” 
Bjorn Ljungqvist, head of the UN Children’s Fund in Ethiopia, 
said. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Addis Ababa, Oct 20) 


b. 450 min birr agreement with Indian Co: The 
Ethiopian Electric Power Corporation (EEPCo) has 
signed a 450 million birr agreement, Oct 17, for the 
installation of the Alamata- Kombolcha-Kotebe-Ka- 
liti 230 KV electric power transmission line and 
construction of power distribution station. 


The Corporation has signed the agreement with an Indian 
company called Kalpataru Power Transmission Limited and a 
Chinese Corporation called Wanbao Engineering Corporation for 
the installation of 465 kilometres of electric power transmission 
line and construction of two power distribution stations, respec- 


tively. It was indicated that the projects are expected to be 
finalised in 30 months period. 


Speaking at the agreement signing ceremony, EEPCo 
General Manager Mihret Debebe said as the line would be used 
to transmit the electric power generated at the Tekeze power 
generating station to the central power store, the government 
has given special attention for the project. 

Kalpataru General Manager, S.D.Khanan and Wanbao 
Engineering Corporation Project Manager, Qi Yue said their 
respective companies will exert all efforts to finalise and 
handover the project in accordance with the agreement. 
(Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, Oct 18) 

[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1779] 


GABON 


a. Two top opposition figures to challenge 
President Bongo: Two heavyweights of Gabon’s 
opposition have announced they will try to shake 
President Omar Bongo from nearly four decades of 
power, after winning concessions on the make-up 
of the national election commission. 


Speaking to supporters in Libreville, Oct 9, Zacharie Myboto, 
a former minister under Bongo, and Pierre Mamboundou, a 
presidential contender in the previous election in 1998, promised 
a clean break with 38 years of rule under Bongo - Africa's longest 
head of state. Their announcements ended an opposition boycott 
of the national election commission (NEC), which protesting 
politicians had accused of being stacked with ruling’ party 
supporters. i 

Up to Oct:7 the opposition had no seats on the 120-strong 
NEC. But after negotiations with Bongo the opposition was 
granted 40 slots. "Since the Gabon you want is one that means 
progress for all, | have decided to run in the next presidential 
election," 67-year-old Myboto told his nearly 10,000 supporters, 
many waving banners that read, "Zacharie Myboto for change.” 

Having spent 23 years in Bongo’s government before leaving 
the ruling party in 2001 and forming the Gabonese Union for 
Democracy and Development party, Myboto asked forgiveness 
for the errors of the past and promised to do away with corruption 
and cronyism. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Libreville, Oct 10) 
[Background Info. Gabon, page 1780] 


GAMBIA 


a. Muslim clerics arrested: The Gambian 
security forces are reported to have arrested two 
South African Muslim clerics recently, according to 
South Africa’s Pretoria News. 

No reason has been given for the arrest of a Pretoria father 
and son both of whom are religious leaders in the South African 
Muslim community. 

Their country’s Department of Foreign Affairs confirmed that 
Moulanas (clerics) Farhaad Ahmed Dockrat and his son Muaaz 
had been detained in The Gambia. The department, however, 
would not say when or why they were arrested. Members of the 
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Muslim Community in South Africa were earlier requested to | 


pray for the their release, shortly after they failed to return to 
South Africa on October 4. According to Pretoria News, Farhaad 
Dockrat, in his mid-40s, has been the principal of the Darus 
Salaam Islamic College in Laudium for the past 20 years. 


His son, in his 20s, is a lecturer at the school. Family member 
Ashraf Dockrat was reported as saying that the two men left 
South Africa for Senegal on September 27. (independent, 
Banjul, Oct 17) 


[Previous issue Gambia, page 1780] 


GHANA 


a. Report on human rights: The Common- 
wealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) has launched 
the International Report on Police Accountability 
titled "Police Accountability: Too Important to Ne- 
glect, Too Urgent to Delay” in Accra. 


CHRI is an independent, non-partisan, non-governmental 
organisation, mandated to ensure the practical realisation of 
human rights in the countries of the Commonwealth. In 1987, 
several Commonwealth professional associations founded CHRI. 
The objectives of CHRI are to promote awareness of and 
adherence to the Harare Principles, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and other internationally recognised human rights 
instruments, as well as domestic instruments supporting human 
rights in Commonwealth member states. Through its reports and 
periodic investigations, CHRI continually draws attention to 
progress and setbacks to human rights in Commonwealth 
countries. Samuel Okudzeto, Chair of the International Advi- 
sory Commission, CHRI lhunched the report and said the 
conduct of the police is an important barometer of the state of 
governance and that their performance can significantly shape the 
health of nations. (Accra Mail, Accra, Oct 17) 


[Previous issue Ghana,.page 1732] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Security Council extends mandate of ex- 
pert group: The United Nations Security Council 
has extended the mandate of the three-person team 
monitoring the arms embargo against the country, 
which has been divided between government and 
rebel forces since fighting broke out in 2002. 


The Group of Experts will continue working through mid-De- 
cember, the Council decided in a resolution adopted unani- 
mously, Oct 18, and should prepare an updated report on the 
effectiveness of the weapons ban. imposed by the Council in 
November 2004. that embargo requires all countries to prevent 
any arms or related materiel from going io Invory Coast. The 
Group was established in February to gather and analyze 
information in Ivory Coast and other countries in the region on 
arms caches and flows, and to recommend ways of improving 
the embargo’s effectiveness. 


The panel, chaired by Atabou Bodian of Senegal, has toured 


the region and offered suggestions for stemming the weapons 
trade. (UN News Service, New York, Oct 19) 
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b. Killings, torture and rape go unpunished: 
More human rights violations, including summary 
executions, politically motivated arrests, torture and 
rape are taking place across war-torn Ivory Coast 
according to a UN report released, Oct 13. 


The report, spanning a three month period from June 2005, 
found that the human rights situation in the one time bastion of 
stability and economic success, continue to raise alarm. "There 
is definitely a tack of improvement in the human rights situation 
as more and more violations are taking place," UN human rights 
chief Simon Munzu said. “The tevel of violations we observe is 
still so high that we continue to be concerned.” 


Things took a serious turn for the worse in the cocoa-growing 
western region, where in late May and early June, a spate of 
ethnic-motivated revenge killings left some 70 people dead and 
tens of thousands of villagers temporarily displaced. Women and 
children were among those disemboweled and beheaded in the 
violence. And with tensions unresolved, the risk of more killings 
remains, Munzu warned. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Abidjan, Oct 13) 

[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1768] 


KENYA 


a. Police arrest truck loads of women protest- 
ers: Truck loads of women protesters from Plateau 
and Imo states were arrested by the police, Oct 19, 
at the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) secretariat 
in Abuja. 

While the Imo women protesters arrested at the early hours 
of the day were taken to the police station in the city for 
interrogation and were subsequently released, most of those 
from Plateau were yet to be released as on Oct 19. 


The women from Plateau in hundreds were at the PDP 
secretariat with placards some of which carried inscriptions that 
were derisive of the deputy senate president, Ibrahim Mantu. 
The women were at the party secretariat to protest alleged 
irregularities in the conduct of the just concluded ward and loca! 
government congresses, and the misconduct of some party 
members in the state. The Plateau protesters were led by an 
elder party woman, Ms Hanatu Chollom and state women leader 
of the party, Ms Hanatu Bugama. (Daily Trust, Abuja, Oct 20) 
[Previous issue Kenya, page 1792] 


LIBERIA 


a. Observers hail poll as free and fair: 
International observers that monitored presidential 
and legislative elections, Oct 17, have released 
their findings, describing the polls as free, fair, 
transparent and democratic. 

Addressing journalists in Monrovia during a news conference 
held at different veriues, the National Democratic Institute/Carter 
Center, ECOWAS Observer Mission and the West Africa Civil 
Society Forum (WACSOF) congratulated the people of Liberia 
for embarking upon the process of rebirth of democracy and 
hope for peace and prosperity. In its preliminary findings, th= 
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NDI/Carter Center said, "Liberians went to the polls in massive 
numbers on October 11 and demonstrated their strong desire 
for peace and democratic governance. The election process thus 
far underscores that the country is poised to turn an historic 
corner towards sustainable peace and democratic progress. 
Should this be accomplished, there would be important 
benefits for stability and development here and in the sub region. 
“Liberia’s 2005 elections offer the opportunity to break with a 
history of armed conflict, authoritarian rule and the politics of 
exclusion. (Inquirer, Monrovia, Oct 14) 
{Previous issue Liberaia, page 1781] 


MALAWI 


a. a. Food crisis deepens: Malawi's worsening 
food crisis has been seized on by opponents of 
President Bingu wa Mutharika, intent on forcing him 
out of office. 


Apparently bowing to opposition pressure, Mutharika, Oct 5, 
declared a state of disaster in all 28 districts of Malawi in 
response to widespread food shortages, an indication that the 
food crisis had become politicised, said Rafiq Hajat of the 
Blantyre-based Institute for Policy Interaction: 


Hajat noted that the declaration came several weeks after 
the UN launched its US $88 miilion Flash Appeal for Malawi and 
was tantamount to "closing the stable after the horse has bolted”. 


"It's basically long overdue - some of us in civil society have 
been raising the alarm over the impending food crisis since 
December 2004 and January 2005. 


The crisis was created by a combination of factors, such as 
the non-delivery of subsidised fertiliser in 2004 and the erratic 
rainfall. It did not take a rocket scientist to figure out that we 
were going to face a food crisis this year," Hajat commented. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Johannes- 
burg, Oct 17) i 


More aid needed, says Unicef: The UN Children’s Fund 
(Unicef) has revised its appeal for Malawi to meet the needs of 
those caught in the worst humanitarian crisis the country has 
experienced in a decade. 


The rate of severe malnutrition among children under five 
had risen "alarmingly", Unicef said. It has revised upwards its 
earlier appeal for US $2.5 million to $13 million, of which $9 
million will go to fund nutritional programmes. 


Humanitarian agencies initially expected the crisis to peak in 
the lean season between December 2004 and March 2005, but 
there have been indications that the crisis may already be 
surpassing worst-case scenarios in some areas, particularly in 
the south. This has forced many agencies to review their plans 
to address the rapidly deteriorating situation. 


Aid officials said they would be meeting with the government 
to discuss revisions to the UN's $88 million Flash Appeal for 
Malawi, after President Bingu wa Mutharika declared a state of 
disaster in the country at the weekend. 


A new Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee report 
with updated analysis of the impact of widespread food shortages 





is also expected by the end of the month. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, October 18) 
[Previous issue Malawi, page 1769] 


MALI 


a. Open Skies aviation agreement with US: 
The United States and Mali signed an Open Skies 
aviation agreement on October 17, the first such air 
services agreement between the two countries. 


Under Secretary of State for Economic, Business and 
Agricultural Affairs Josette Shiner and Malian Ambassador 
Abdoulaye Diop represented their countries at a ceremony held 
in the State Department's Treaty Room. In remarks at the 
signing, Shiner called the event "a very important marker," saying 
the agreement was another step in the two countries’ relation- 
ship, marking a continuing future between them, and creating 
the ability to provide “true exchange between our people and 
true development between our economies." 


"As a strong democracy in Africa, as a country that is 
determined to have a strong economic future, as one of our 
critical partners in AGOA [the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act], and as a MCC- [Millennium Challenge Corporation] eligible 
country, we have many fronts in which we are working with Mali,” 
the under secretary said. 


“This is really a day about the friendship that exists between 
the United States and Mali. We know that this friendship is deep and 
it covers many, many fronts." (United States Department of State, 
Washington, DC, Oct 18) 


[Previous issue Mali, page 1756] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Junta leader vows to fight terrorism, 
confirms ties with Israel: The head of Mauritania’s 
new military junta has vowed to continue the fight 
against desert terrorists, saying the country will 
honour international commitments entered by the 
ousted government. 


In what the state news agency -called the first-ever press 
conference by a Mauritanian head of state, military leader Col 
Ely Ould Mohamed Vall also signalled that Mauritania would 
maintain its diplomatic ties with Israel, a relationship that since 
its inception in 1999 has been contentious in this Islamic republic 
straddling Arab and black Africa. "We have international 
commitments which we will respect entirely," said Vall, who leads 
the military council that toppled 21-year president Maaouya Ould 
Taya in a bloodless coup in August. "We will do our best to block 
the proliferation of terrorism in our country,” 


Mauritania is one of several sub-Saharan African states 
where the United States is training soldiers in an effort to prevent 
international fundamentalist groups taking hold in the vast Sahel 
region. Calling terrorism a matter of national security, Vall said 
the phenomenon was contrary to Mauritanian values and 
custom. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Nouakchott, Oct 11) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1769] 
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MOROCCO 


a. Annan calls for six-month extension of UN 
Mission in Western Sahara: Citing continued 
instability in the Western Sahara stemming from the 
political impasse between the Moroccan Govern- 
ment and the Polisario independence movement, 
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for a 
six-month extension. of the United Nations 
peacekeeping mission there. l 


"In view of the prevailing situation, | believe that the UN 
Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) 
continues to play an important stabilizing and ceasefire monitor- 
ing role on the ground," he said in a report recommending the 
extension to April 30, 2006. The present mission is scheduled 
to end on October 31. 


Annan’s personal envoy to Western Sahara, Peter van 
Walsum, after meeting with country leaders in Morocco, Algiers, 
and Mauritania said on October 17 that the parties in the region 
are "quasi-irreconcilable." 


The 14-year old UN Mission has been monitoring a ceasefire 
between the two sides, and is seeking to organize a vote on a 
referendum in the former Spanish colony which Morocco has 
claimed as its own, and where the Polisario has been fighting 
for independence. (UN News Service, New York, Oct 20) 


[Previous issue Morocco, page 1757] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Visa waiver agreement with Swaziland: 
The visa waiver agreement between Mozambique 
and Swaziland, signed in Maputo on August 12, will 
take effect as from Oct 15, according to a note from 
the Mozambican Foreign Ministry. 


The date is slightly later than expected. When the agreement 
was signed, it was hoped that it would take effect on October 1. 
This did not happen due to delays in the Swazi ratification 
procedures. As from Oct 15, no entry visas will be required for 
Mozambicans visiting Swaziland, or Swazis visiting Mozambique, 
as long as they possess a valid passport or equivalent travel 
document. l 


A drive is underway to ensure the free movement of people 
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province of Gaza, that collecting illegally heid 
firearms will improve the sense of security among 
the Mozambican people. 


Zandamela was speaking during a ceremony to destroy 
3,390 firearms of different types and sizes, 9,162 rounds of 
ammunition, and 837 assorted kinds of other military devices. 
This collection and destruction of weaponry was done under the 
"Rachel 11" operation, carried out by joint teams of the 
Mozambican and South African police. 


The weaponry was cciiected from all of Mozambique's 
provinces, except Cabo Delgado in the far north. Three of the 
arms caches dismantled were in the central district of Maringue, 
which once housed the genera! staff headquarters of the 
apartheid-backed’ rebel movement Renamo. To focate these 
arms caches, the police counted on the cooperation of local 
sources, most of whom benefited from some compensation. 
(Agencia de informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Oct 20) 
[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1793] 


NAMIBIA 


a. International agreement to train artists 
signed: A number of Namibian artists recently 
witnessed the historic signing of an international 
artists’ training agreement between Oruuano Artists 
union and the Finnish Music Union in the capital. 


The long term agreement of musical cooperation was signed 
on behalf of the local. union by its president, Banana Shekupe, 
and his Finnish counterpart, Ahti Vanttinen, in the presence of 
Seija Kinni, Charge’ d'affaires of the Finnish Embassy."Thanks 
to the persistent encouragement of the International Federation 
of Musicians, our union was approached for possible collabora- 
tion between ourselves and Oruuano Artists Union. Needless to 
say, the proposal was approved by the Finnish Music Union," 
said Ahti Vanttinen at a press briefing, Oct 12. 

The Finnish president and his union’s female lawyer, 
Lottaliina Lehtinen, were in the country on a seven-day fact 
finding mission regarding the specific needs of Namibian 
artists."Considering the importance of this agreement, the first 
with any other African artists’ union, we have come to Namibia 
as part of the first phase to identify and familiarise ourselves 
with the situation and the needs of Oruuano. (New Era, 


within SADC (Southern African Development Community), a | Windhoek, Oct 17) 


logical consequence of the Community's commitment to regional 
integration. Earlier Mozambique signed reciprocal visa waiver 
agreements with South Africa and Botswana. A similar agree- 
ment was signed recently with Zambia, which will take effect 
once ratification procedures are concluded, probably before the 
end of the year. 


Mozambique already had visa waiver arrangements with 
Malawi and with Mauritius. (Agencia de informacao de` 
Mocambique, Maputo, Oct 14) 


b. Collection of illegal firearms improves 
security: The national director of public order in the 
Mozambican Interior Ministry, Custodio Zandamela, 
said, Oct 19, in Bilene district, in the southern 


b. Oil prices rock fishing sector: The Minister 
of Fisheries and Marine Resources, Dr Abraham 
lyambo, Oct 19, acknowledged that soaring oil 
prices have affected one of the country’s economic 
backbones, the fishing industry. 


Insiders say the fuel bill accounts for over 30 percent of its 
total operational costs, which together with other costs such as 
labour, food, levies and maintenance of vessels, leads to losses 
and in some instances companies fail to make any profit. 
"Everything they say is true. The problem is real and is really a 
pain to the fishing industry," lyambo confessed, Oct 19. 


The price of diesel was increased by 39 cents per litre in 
September 2005, barely a month after the previous hike. Diesel 
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is sold at an average N$4,95 per litre, while the retail pump price 
for diesel in Walvis Bay went up to N$4-54 per litre. The average 
tank capacity of a fishing vessel is about 30 000 litres. This 
means more than N$136 000 is needed to fill up an average 
vessel tank. 

lyambo, who visited some fishing companies following 
complaints by some of them recently, said: "When | looked at 
the books of their companies, what is putting a hole in their 
pockets, | should say what they are saying is really true. Labour 
used to be the highest, 29 percent, but now it has been overtaken 
by fuel. Fuel rose from 24 percent to over 30 and 34 percent." 
(New Era, Windhoek, Oct 20) . 


c. Rabies outbreak—vaccination drive on: 
The City of Windhoek has launched a vaccination 
campaign after an outbreak of rabies was confirmed 
at the weekend. 


City of Windhoek spokesperson Ndangi Katoma told The 
Namibian, Oct 16, that since the beginning of the year, 38 out 


of 57 dogs have tested positive. During the same period, of the. 


17 cattle were tested, 10 were positive, while two out of the five 
sheep tested were found to have rabies. 

After a meeting between the Municipality, the State Veterinary 
Service, the SPCA and various private and State veterinarians, 
Oct 14, Katoma said the parties drafted a plan of action to mount 
a city-wide vaccination campaign against rabies. Various centres 
in and around the city will be open for vaccination and dog and 
cat owners are requested to take their animals for vaccination, 
which will be done free of charge.Katoma said the State would 
make available the rabies vaGcines. 

An appeal has also been made to farmers to ensure that 
their livestock are vaccinated against rabies. 


Rabies is a fatal viral disease that attacks the brain and spinal 
cord of all mammal species, including humans. (Namibian, 
Windhoek, Oct 17) 


[Previous issue Namibia, page 1770] 


NIGERIA 


a. Govt raps Transparency International over 
latest corruption rating: The federal government 
has expressed regret over Transparency Interna- 
tional’s latest ranking of Nigeria as the world’s sixth 
most corrupt country, saying that the new position 
does not fully reflect the government's effort to fight 
corruption. 

Reacting to the international body’s latest placement of 
Nigeria in the corruption perceptions index, the Minister of 
Information and National Orientation, Frank Nweke, Jr said, Oct 
19, in Abuja that while the government welcomed the acknow- 
ledgement by the rest of the world that corruption in Nigeria is 
waning, the Obasanjo administration’s clampdown on the social 
menace has yet to be fully appreciated by Ti. 

The minister, visibly delighted that Transparency International 
moved Nigeria four places up in its annual index of corruption 
in 159 countries, expressed the federal government's conviction 
that the latest rating was based on perceptions alone and that 
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perceptions, by their very nature, "take years to form, take years 
to change, and often differ from prevalent realities." The minister 
pointed out that corruption is no longer a way of life in Nigeria 
as it had been a few years back, thanks to the efforts of the 
present administration. (Daily Trust, Abuja, Oct 20) 

b. CWG wins Infosys Finacle award: Nigeria’s 
leading Information and Communications Technol- 
ogy company, Computer Warehouse Group has 
won the inaugural Infosys Finacle Value Partner 
award. 


CWG won the award for being the partner that has built the 
best competence and value for Finacle in the areas of marketing, 
implementation, training and support. The award was presented 
to CWG at a meeting held in Bangalore, India, from August 
22-24, with over 63 people from 33 Finacle Value: Partner 
organisations and 20 countries in attendance. 


The Finacle Value Partner Meet 2005 was formally launched 
by Infosys Chairman and Chief Mentor, N.R. Narayana Murthy 
on August 22.The event, spread over three days and hosted by 
Infosys at its world-class corporate headquarters at Bangalore, 
India, offered a unique opportunity for the global community of 
Finacle’s sales, service, complementary solutions and platform 
partners to share their knowledge and experience. 


Delegates from the Finacle Value Partner community from 
such diverse places as Russia, Greece, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, 
the Philippines, Australia and New Zealand took the opportunity 
to get a first-hand experience of Finacle and leverage global 
best practices. (Daily Champion, Lagos, Oct 20) 

[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1793] 


RWANDA 


a. ‘Obote chased Rwandans’: The Uganda 
government is sorry that former President Milton 
Obote, who died in exile, chased Rwandan refugees 
from the country. 


The government spokesman, Dr. Nsaba Buturo, told The 
New Times that the ruling regime is not particularly happy with 
the way Obote treated the Rwandans. 

"| cannot say that such an act was good; however let us 
concentrate on the future," Buturo, who was a District Commis- 
sioner of Kampala in the Obote administration, said. The 
ex-Ugandan leader died of kidney failure on October 10, in South 
Africa. He has lived in exile for 20 years. 


The leader of the Uganda Peoples’ Congress party led a 
struggle that earned Uganda independence from the British 
colonial government in 1962. Four years later, he took over state 
machinery as the Executive President. He was later overthrown 
by his army commander, idi Amin (also dead) in a military coup 
in 1971. However, Obote bounced back to State House in 
December 1980 until 1985 when he was again deposed in 
another coup. The Foreign minister, Sam Kutesa, could not be 
contacted for comment as he kept switching off his phone. 

Buturo also called upon “all those that were aggrieved during 
Obote’s tenure to unite and forget the past". (New Times, Kigali, 
Oct 19) 
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b. Over 3,000 Rwandan refugees reported in 
northern Burundi: The United Nations High Com- 
mission for Refugees (UNHCR) has announced that 
over three thousand Rwandan "asylum seekers" 
have been reported in two provinces in northern 
Burundi bordering Rwanda. 


"These people began coming back in June and they continue 
to arrive though nothing seems to indicate a massive influx. 
There are currently slightly over 3,000 in northern Burundi", 
Catherine-Lune Grayson, UNHCR’s spokesperson in Burundi 
said, Oct 13. 


According to other sources, the refugees who have been 
coming in small groups were part of an estimated ten thousand 
Rwandan refugees who were forcibly repatriated to Rwanda in 
June by authorities of the two countries who had labelled them 
as “illegal immigrants". 





Abass Mbanzumutima, a journalist with the United- Nations 
Mission in Burundi (ONUB) based in northern Burundi, confirmed 
that there were "more than 1400 in Gatsinda commune (Ngozi 
province)” and "not more than 1500 in Vumbi commune 
(Kirundo)". "They are scattered among families and it is difficult 
to register them", said the journalist. (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, Oct 13) 


[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1794] 


SENEGAL 


tasase a. Radio. station closed down:.Sud FM, an 
independent radio station in Dakar, was on October 
17, closed down by the Minister of Interior, 
Ousmane Ngom, for allegedly misinterpreting an 
interview granted to Salif Sadio, Chief of Staff of the 
Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance 
(MFDC). 


The Minister also threatened to close down any radio station 
that broadcasts statements made by Salif Sadia. In the early 
hours of October 17, the police occupied the premises of the 
radio station, interrogated some journalists and technicians at 
the Dakar Central Police station and arrested Ibrahima Gassama, 
correspondent of the Sud FM in Ziguinchor in the main city of 
Casamance. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)- 
Senegal source, on October 16, the radio station owned by Sud 
Communication media group granted an interview to Sadio, who 
is also fighting for the independence of the southern part of the 
country. 


ry 


The source said during the interview, Sadio had said "I will 
come back home after chasing Senegal out of Casamance”. This 
statement later appeared in Sud Quotidien, a newspaper owned 
by the same media group. Following the publication, the Minister 
of Interior ordered the closure of Sud FM, because the interview 
discussed in its press review, "undermined the security of the 
state” and that "no freedom was above the sovereignty" of the 
state. (Media Foundation for West Africa, Accra, Oct 18) 


[Previous issue Senegal, page 1747] 
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SOMALIA 


a. UN Security Council condemns increased 
violations of Somalia arms embargo: Condemn- 
ing the significant increase in the violations of the 
arms embargo, against Somalia as a threat to 
international peace and security, the United Nations 
Security Council, Oct 14, requested Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan to re-establish the group monitoring 
the problem and give it a six-month mandate to 
continue its investigations. 


In an unanimous resolution, the Council also requested the 
Committee on Somalia, established in 1992, to consult with 
Annan on re-activating the Monitoring Group, recommend ways 
of improving compliance with the embargo and make financial 
arrangements to support the Group’s work. 


In its most recent report to the Council, the Group said there 
had been a sustained and dramatic increase in arms embargo 
violations over the past six months, showing the highly 
aggravated political tensions between the Transitional Federal 
Government and the opposition and severely elevating the threat 


` of widespread violence in central and southern Somalia. (UN 


News Service, New York, Oct 14) 
[Previous issue Somalia, page 1795] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Democratic party, dissidents attack govt 
over AIDS policy—toll is 1,000 per day: The 
impact of HIV/AIDS denialists on government policy 
is costing South Africa nearly 1,000 lives each day, 
according to the country’s main opposition party, 
the Democratic Alliance (DA). 


"Were it not for the influence of dissidents, South Africa would 
long ago have been able to take the steps that countries like 
Brazil and Thailand have taken to stop new infections,” the 
Witness newspaper quoted DA health spokesperson Dianne 
Kohler-Barnard as saying. The party released a list earlier of 
the nation’s 12 “top dissidents" that included Anita Allen, 
secretary of the Forum for Debating AIDS in South Africa, 
President Thabo Mbeki and Health Minister Manto Tshabalala- 
Msimang. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Johannesburg, Oct 21) 


b. ‘Strict measures’ to shield country from 
bird flu: Strict measures are in place on all South 
African chicken farms to counter the threat of 
potentially lethal avian flu, says the agriculture 
department. 


Europe is trying to contain the spread of the H5N1 strain of 
bird flu that erupted in Southeast Asia in 2003, killing or forcing 
the destruction of 140-million birds. So far, about 120 people 
have been infected through birds, resulting in 60 deaths, and 
public health officials around the world are worried that the H5N1 
might mutate into a form that is easily passed between humans, 
causing a global pandemic. 
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"The most practical and effective way of dealing with the 
potential threat of bird flu is to improve bio-security and prevent 
migratory birds coming into contact with domestic fowl in SA," 
Bothle Modisane, agriculture department senior manager for 
animal health, said, Oct 20. 


SA has an extensive surveillance system in place to monitor 
and test birds for suspected avian flu. It was strengthened during 
outbreak of avian flu in 2004 among ostriches in Eastern Cape. 
Agriculture officials successfully contained the outbreak after 
extensive culling, and SA was declared free of the virus on 
September 13. (Business Day, Johannesburg, Oct 21) 


[Previous issue South Africa, page 1795] 


SUDAN 


a. Annan calls for international action over 
Darfur conflict: The escalation of violence in 
Sudan’s western region of Darfur may threaten 
peace negotiations in the Nigerian capital of Abuja, 
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in his latest 
report on the strife-torn region. 


"The frequency and intensity of the violence committed by 
the Sudanese Armed Forces and the Popular Defence Forces, 
government-aligned tribal militia and the armed movements - 
including in particular the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army 
[SLM/A] - reached levels unseen since January 2005," Annan 
said in the report to the UN Security Council. 


“Because of the urgency of the present situation, the 
international community's efforts must be immediate, coordinated 
and determined," he said.He urged the international community 
to put "decisive and concerted pressure on the parties" to the 
conflict. The sixth round of African Union-mediated talks, which 
adjourned until November 21, were hampered by the escalation 
of violence in the region, divisions among the rebel leadership 
and deteriorating relations between Sudan and the AU. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Oct 21) 


b. Kony faces trial on 33 charges in World 
Court: The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel 
leader, Joseph Kony, has been indicted on 33 
ae before the International Criminal Court 
(ICC). > 


The court recently issued an international arrest warrant 
against Kony and four other LRA top commanders Vincent Otti, 
Okot Odhiambo, Dominic Ongwen, and Raska Lukwiya. 
Releasing details of the arrest warrant, Oct 14, ICC Chief 
Prosecutor Luis Moreno Acampo said the 33 counts are on 
Kony's individual criminal liability. 


Twelve of the counts are crimes against humanity, which 
include murder, enslavement, sexual enslavement and rape. 
Other crimes are inhuman acts of inflicting serious bodily injury 
and suffering. Kony would also answer 21 other counts of war 
crimes, which include murder, cruel treatment of civilians, 
intentionally directing an attack against a civilian population. 
Others are pillaging, inducing rape and forced enlisting of 
‘children into the rebel ranks. 


Kony has led a 19-year atrocious rebellion against President 
Yoweri Museveni’s government. UNICEF estimates that more 
than 12,000 children have been kidnapped by the rebels based 
in southern Sudan and forced to become fighters, labourers and 
sex slaves. Otti, who is Kony’s second-in-command, has 32 
charges to answer. (Monitor, Kampala, Oct 15) 

[Previous issue Sudan, page 1796] 


SWAZILAND 


a. Banned opposition gets a seat in parlia- 
ment: The first member of a banned political party 
in 33 years has won a seat in Swaziland's 
parliament. 

Jimmy Hlophe, a member of the outlawed Ngwane National 
Liberatory Congress (NNLC), defeated his opponent by a 55-vote 
margin on a small voter turnout to represent the Mahlangatsha 
constituency, 40 km southeast of the capital, Mbabane. 

"Lam in this in my personal capacity. | have a responsibility 
to represent all the people in my constituency," said Hlophe in 
a statement. Hlophe won a special election called after the 
death of the previous Mahlangatsha MP, but was careful to 
position himself as an individual and not a party representative, 
because electora! laws and the new constitution do not permit 
political groups to field candidates. 


King Sobhuza II, father of the current monarch King Mswati 
Ill, banned political parties in 1973 after the NNLC won three 
seats in the parliamentary elections of 1972. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Mbabane, Oct 17) 

b. Draconian anti-terrorism Bill resubmitted 
after fire bombings: A post-9/11 anti-terrorism Bill 
submitted to the Swazi parliament but then sus- 
pended without passage has been tabled again in 
the wake of two recent fire bombings in the capital, 
Mbabane. 

The Internal Security Act, described when it was first 
introduced in 2002 by former Prime Minister Sibusiso Dlamini 
as "Makhundu" (a heavy bludgeon), was criticised by pro-de- 
mocracy groups for its suspension’ of civil liberties, harsh 
penalties, and too broad a definition of what constitutes terrorism. 


"The law was brought to parliament a long time ago, and 
after consultation there was a public outcry that it would infringe 
on human rights. The act was put aside. We are bringing it back 
to parliament, and the issue of human rights will be looked into,” 
premier Themba Dlamini assured MPs. 

Police have not announced any progress in the investigation 
into the two fire bombings earlier. The attacks caused no injuries, 
but resulted in a burnt office at the National Court Building in 
downtown Mbabane, and a scorched wall outside the home of 
government spokesman Percy Simelane. 

The Human Rights Association of Swaziland said that the 
perpetrators of the arson incidents should be pursued, and 
draconian legislation should wait. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Mbabane, Oct 14) 

[Previous issue Swaziland, page 1773] 
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TANZANIA 


a. Grenade blast kills father, son, injures 
daughter: A father and his son, both residents of 
Kimunyak ward of Ngaramtoni, in Arumeru district, 
have been killed by a hand grenade, which had 
been left behind inadvertently after a recent military 
exercise in Arkatan ward of Monduli district. 


The incident occured October 9 at about 4.00 p.m. The 
deceased were identified as, Losujaki Kilesi. aged 39 years old 
and his son, Baba-yetu Losujaki aged 14, who were reported to 
have just migrated from their former residence in Ngaramtoni 
area. They were in the process of establishing a new settlement 
in Monduli district. 


The Monduli District Commissioner, Captain Anthony Malley, 
explained that Kilesi and his family had already been given a 
plot to build a house and in fact they were collecting building 
materials to put up their new home when they came across the 
grenade lying in the field. 


Being newcomers, the victims did not know that the piece of 
metal that they had just picked up was actually an explosive. 
According to Police reports, the father, Kilesi, drew out his sime 
and proceeded to ‘hit’ open the metallic object in the effort to 
dismantle it, when the grenade exploded. (Arusha Times, 
Arusha, Oct 15) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1796] 


' UGANDA 


a. Uganda urges UN to act against LRA: 
Uganda has called for an‘urgent joint operation with 
the DR Congo and the UN Observer Mission in the 
Congo (MONUC) to rout out the LRA rebels who 
recently fled from Sudan to Congo. 


Opening a regional tripartite Plus Joint commission of 
Uganda, the DRC, Rwanda and Burundi at Munyonyo, Oct 20, 
foreign affairs minister Sam Kutesa said Uganda’s position was 
that MONUC’s mandate should only be renewed with a condition 
that it is empowered to disarm "the negative groups forcefully." 


Speaking in Kampala at the two-day meeting to resolve 
security threats posed by rebels in the eastern DRC, Kutesa 
named the forces that need to be disarmed immediately as the 
LRA, the ADF, National Army for the Liberation of Uganda and 
the People’s Redemption Army. (New Vision, Kampala, Oct 21) 


b. Kinshasa rejects Kampala’s proposal to 
redeploy troops: The government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo has rejected a proposal 
by Uganda to redeploy its troops in eastern Congo 

- to hunt Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels as well 
as other Ugandan rebels groups there. 


Saying Uganda should forget the proposal, Henri Mova 
Sakanyi, Congolese spokesman said: "The best way to fight the 
LRA rebels is by decimating them when they are in Uganda 
. where they have been based for more than 20 years." 


Mova’s announcement follows a meeting, Oct 19, in the 
Ugandan capital, Kampala, between DRC, Burundian, Rwandan 
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and Ugandan officials over security in Africa’s Great Lakes 
region. Delegates tó the meeting agreed on the setting up ofa 
joint verification team to determine the location of the LRA in 
eastern Congo. Uganda made the redeployment proposal, Oct 
20, at the security conference in Kampala. It first deployed its 
troops in eastern Congo in the 1990s during the country’s 
civil war. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Kinshasa, October 21) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1797] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Defence minister advocates reinforced 
cooperation with Angola: Angola and Zambia 
share not only the border but also a historical past 
and cooperation between the two countries should 
be strengthened, with a view to maintaining existing 
good relations. 


This was stated, Oct 17, in Luanda by the Zambian Defence 
minister, Wamundila Muliokela, during the opening of the 22nd 
session of the Angola/Zambia joint commission on defence and 
security, Oct 19. According to the Zambian: Defence minister, 
the contacts of people in the geographic, economic and social 
spheres should take into account what happens in the neigh- 
bouring country. He suggested that proposals and programmes 
of economic development among the republics of Congo, Zambia 
and Angola should be encouraged. 


Wamundila Muliokela added that his country has been for 
the creation of specific organs to handle issues of security and 
address the concerns of the citizens, with a view to the 
strengthening of relations between Angola and Zambia. (An- 
gola Press Agency, Luanda, Oct 17) 


b. Seven religious bodies sign AIDS commu- 
nique: Several religious bodies, Oct 12, signed a 
communique calling for commitment in addressing 
HIV/AIDS, and stopping its spread in the Zambian 
communities. 


The communique was presented to officials from 
the Ministry of Health who assured the organisa- 
tions that the issues listed in the communique would 
be given serious consideration by the Government. 


The churches are National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahai’s 
(NSAB), Council of Churches in Zambia (CCZ), Evangelical 
Fellowship of Zambia (EFZ), Hindu Association of Zambia (HAZ), 
Independent Churches of Zambia (ICOZ), Islamic Council of 
Zambia (ICZ) and Zambia Episcopal Conference (ZEC). 


The communique was signed during the Zambia Interfaith 
Networking Group meet on HIV/AIDS (ZINGO) at Mulungushi 
International Conference Centre. EFZ executive director Paul 
Mususu and ICZ president Rasheed Phiri read out the commu- 
nique on behalf of other church mother bodies. The communique 
Stated that religious leaders should recognise the value and 
significance of every human being irrespective of their situation, 
background or medica! condition and pledged to get involved in 
responding to the demands and challenges of HIV/AIDS.( Times 
of Zambia, Ndola, Oct 13) 
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c. Central province chiefs ban sexual cleans- 
ing: Some traditional rulers in Central Province 
have resolved to ban sexua! cleansing and other 
cultural practices promoting HIV/AIDS transmission 
among their subjects. . 


The chiefs further banned spouse inheritance and pledged 
to help uphold fidelity among couples in their chiefdom as a 
weapon to fight the disease. These were among the resolutions 
passed after a three-day seminar on the abolition of negative 
cultural practices that make women vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. The 
seminar was at Kabwe’s Masiye Motel. 


In what they called 'Masiye declaration’, the chiefs collectively 
recognised their role in the fight against the pandemic in their 
chiefdoms and resolved to change certain negative cultural 
practices. The declaration was signed by chiefs Chitina, Liteta, 
Kaindu and Mukonchi as well as senior chiefs Mboroma and 
Mukuni Ng'ombe. 


They agreed that instead of promoting sexual cleansing, they 
would encourage the use of alternative methods of cleansing 
widows and widowers to avoid danger to anyone's life, 
"considering the magnitude of the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the 
country and the devastating impact it is having on the 
socio-economic development of our people and communities. 
(The Times of Zambia, Ndola, Oct 10) 

[Previous issue Zambia, page 1797} 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Leo Mugabe arrested: Member of Parliament 
and Harare businessman Leo Mugabe was arrested 
for allegedly exporting 30 tonnes of flour illegally to 
Mozambique early in 2005. 


The former Zimbabwe Football Association chairman was 
picked ‘up, Oct 18, and was still in police custody. Leo Mugabe 
is expected tc appear in court facing charges of illegally dealing 
in controlled products. Asst Comm Bvudzijena said police 
investigations were still in progress. "Yes, | can confirm that he 
(Leo Mugabe) was arrested for illegal export of 600 bags of flour 
(30 tonnes) ta Mozambique or alternatively dealing in controlled 
products. “He will appear in court, Oct 20," said Asst Comm 
Bvudzijena. Maize and wheat are specified products, meaning 
that all dealing in these grains must be through the Grain 
Marketing Board. (Herald, Harare, Oct 20) i 

b. Tsvangirai loses bid to have MDC members 
barred from poll: Zimbabwean opposition leader 
Morgan Tsvangirais problems mounted, Oct 18, 
when the country’s electoral commission rejected 
his effort to block members of his Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC) from contesting the 
senate election. 
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The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission said it had no powers 
to stop any candidates from registering to contest the poll. 
Tsvangirai is in a quandary over how best to stop rebellious 
MDC members from joining the election. The MDC appears to 
be teetering on the brink of a split, but not alt members will admit 
this. 


Tsvangirai wrote to the electoral commission asking that it 
block MDC candidates from registering for the November 26 
senate election after he declared the party would boycott the 
creation of the institution. He said participating in the poll under 
hostile conditions would “breed illegitimate outcomes". 


Tsvangirai also said the senate was a wasteful undertaking, 
at a time when millions of Zimbabweans were starving. The 
council voted 33 to 31 in favour of participation. Two votes were 
split. However, Tsvangirai overruled the council, the party’s 
supreme decision-making body, (Business Day, Johannesburg, 
Oct 19) 


c. Independent tribuna! to probe editor’s 
suspension: High Court Judge Justice Bharat Patel 
has ruled that an independent labour tribunal should 
be established to look into the suspension of Dr 
Ibbo Mandaza, the chief executive officer (CEO) 
and editor-in-chief of the Zimbabwe Mirror Group 
of Newspapers. 


Justice Patel made the ruling on October 13, following his 
earlier suggestion that a retired judge should preside over the 
matter in which Mandaza was seeking an urgent High Coun 
order nullifying his suspension from the publishing company. 


The judge said the labour tribunal chaired by a retired judge 
would look into the "propriety of the suspension” of Mandaza by 
the Mirror Group's chairman Jonathan Kadzura and his deputy 
John Marangwanda. The tribunal will comprisesa member of the 
Institute of Directors of Zimbabwe and the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Zimbabwe. 


Mandaza alleged that his ouster is being engineered by the 
Central Intelligence Organisation following its acquisition of the 
majority shareholding stake in the publishing company through 
a company known as Unique World Investment. Zimbabwe's 
media industry was rocked in August after revelations that the 
country's intelligence services had infiltrated and taken over the 
majority shareholding at what were previously thought to be 
independent newspapers. 


An investigation by the weekly Zimbabwe Independent 
newspaper named The Financial Gazette and the two Mirror 
titles - The Daily Mirror and The Sunday Mirror - as being firmly 
under the contro! of the Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO). 
(Media Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek, Oct 16) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1798} 
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ALGERIA 


a. Protest against newspaper editor’s deten- 
sion: Unfurling banners and handing out leaflets, 
Reporters Without Borders activists demonstrated 
outside the Algerian embassy in Paris, Oct 27, to 


mark newspaper editor Mohamed Benchicou’s 
500th day in prison. 


Balloons in the colours of the Algerian flag were tied to the 
embassy railings with small bags of medicines attached in an 
additional gesture of support for Benchicou, who has been 
seriously ill for several months. 


The Algerian cartoonist Dilem drew a cartoon for the 
occasion. 


“Mohamed Benchicou has now been in prison for 500 days," 
Reporters Without Borders said. "We reiterate our request for 
his release and we voice our outrage at the obstinacy of the 
Algerian authorities in continuing to hound him. 


We are very worried about his health, which has declined 
sharply in recent months. He risks being paralysed if he does 
not get proper treatment soon. 


The Algerian government is responsible for his condition 
and must free him at once." (Reporters Sans Frontieres, 
Paris, Oct 27) 


[Previous issue Algeria, page 1705] 


ANGOLA 


a. Switzerland-held funds release deal 
signed: An accord for the release of Angolan funds 
currently retained in Switzerland has been signed 
by representatives of both countries. 


According to a note, the Republic of Angola has obtained 
from the Switzerland Confederation the release of the funds 
currently held by the Geneva Canton judicial authorities that will 
be used to cover humanitarian projects. 


The agreement, according to the source, was signed by the 
secretary of Angola's Cabinet Council, Joaquim Antonio -Carlos 
dos Reis Jr, and by the director for development and international 
cooperation of the Federal Department of Switzerland Foreign 
Affairs, Walter Fust. 


The note explains that the Geneva Canton judicial authorities 
had taken legal action aiming at settling the debt of the Republic 
of Angola to the Russian Federation on charges that at the time 
of the process, UD$ 750 million had been embezzled to the 
personal benefit of Russian and Angolan officials. (Angola Press 
Agency, Luanda, Nov 2) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1801] 


BENIN 


a. Armed hold-ups, car-jackings on the rise: 
Armed hold-ups and car-lifting are mushrooming 
across Benin, where increasing food and oil prices 
are making economic survival increasingly tough. 

Citizens are frightened and crying out for better security as 
violence seeps across the country, the capital, Cotonou, and 
more and more innocent passers-by are gunned down in broad 
daylight. : 

On October 17, two people were killed and four injured by 


-armed robbers who snatched a briefcase stuffed with banknotes 


from a major store in a commercial centre at rush hour. The 
robbers got away. 


"What shocked us most was that it took police a long time 
to show up,” said a resident of the area, Joseph Ogoungnon, 
echoing complaints about a lack of police response. A frail 
economy is largely to blame for a hike in crime in this small 
West African country, analysts said. 


Given recent financial blows like a 25-percent hike in bread 
prices in September and a near one-third jump in the price of 
petrol smuggled from neighbouring Nigeria, the spurt in crime is 
hardly surprising, sociologist Jean-Luc Kuassi said. "Nothing 
works nowadays in this country," he said. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Cotonou, Oct 28) 


[Previous issue Benin, page 1765] 


BOTSWANA 


a. BFTU takes government to ILO over 
sackings: The Botswana Federation of Trade 
Unions (BFTU) has taken the government to the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) for perse- 
cuting union leaders. 


BFTU secretary general, Tebogo Makhale said, Oct 24, that 
the complaint is about the 461 workers including the Botswana 
Mining Workers’ Union (BMWU) leaders sacked by Debswana. 
“The leaders were sacked for inciting workers to strike. But there 
is no evidence on that. We believe that this is harassment of 
union leaders," said Makhale. 


He stated that ILO statutes give workers freedom to engage 
in collective bargaining and their leaders cannot be sacked for 
exercising their rights. 


BFTU said that employers in Botswana feel they are right, 
hence the stalemate in labour relations. This then calls for the ` 
intervention of the ILO to break the impasse. BFTU felt that the 
ILO should engage the Botswana government because it has 
tatified its convention but does not show the political will to act 
on the deteriorating labour relations in the country. 
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The deteriorating labour relations have led to the sacking of 
union leaders at the Debswana mines for their role in an industrial 
strike that saw 461 workers losing their jobs in 2004. (Reporter, 
Gaborone, Oct 25) 


[Previous issue Botswana, page 1765] 


BURUNDI 


a. Dropping water level threatens port of 
Bujumbura: Dropping water level in Lake Tangany- 
ha is threatening the port of Bujumbura and aquatic 
ife. 


The lake has dropped more than five feet, affecting activities 
at the port. Lake Tanganyika is Africa’s longest and the world’s 
second deepest lake. Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DR), Tanzania and Zambia share the lake. The lake is drying 
up apparently, because of deforestation and climate change. 


"The port of Bujumbura, whose basin has dropped tremen- 
dously, is going to close down in four or five months if nothing 
is done to re-shape or re-define the new boundaries of the port," 
Mthode Shirambere, the port's managing director said. 


Burundi’s second vice-president, Alice Nzomukunda, visited 
the port on October 19 to assess the drop in the water level 
and how that was affecting the port's activities. Burundi, a 
landlocked country, relies on the port of Bujumbura to transport 
up to 90 per cent of its imports and exports. Shirambere said 
that following the dropping of water levels on the shores and 
around the port, more than 300 metres of dock space has been 
rendered unusable because large ships risk running aground. 
As a result large vessels are unloaded far from the docks and 
the goods taken to shore by smaller boats. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, Oct 27) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1790] 


CAMEROON 


a. SCNC national chairman arrested: Police in 
Mamfe, Oct 26, arrested the 82-year-old chairman 
of one of the factions of the Southern Cameroons 
National Council, (SCNC), Chief Ayamba Ette Otun. 


In a letter addressed to Marino Busdachin, the General 
Secretary of the UN-represented Peoples Organisation, UNPO, 
at The Hague said. Nfor Ngala Nfor, Ayamba’s deputy, said Chief 
Ayamba was arrested as he went to the detention camp in Mamfe 
to protest against the inhuman treatment meted to some 40 
SCNC members, arrested since October 22. 


While calling on the UNPO Secretary General to mount 
international pressure on the government of Cameroon to release 
of Ayamba, Nfor Nfor said he has, “instructed the population to 
stay put in front of the office where Chief Ayamba is being held 
by the police." Nfor Nfor, who doubles up as the Chair of the 
UNPO Foreign Affairs Commission, said Chief Ayamba’s rights 
as a traditional ruler have been abused. (Posf, Buea, Oct 27) 


b. Police inspector to serve five year jail term: 
The Meme High Court, Oct 24, slammed a five-year 
jail sentence on Police Inspector Stephen Ngu, 
accused of causing the death of one Bernard Afuh 
Weriwo, a suspect bicycle thief, in Kumba. 


The presiding judge, Godwill Okia Mukete, found Ngu guilty 
of assault causing death, as per count one of the charges, and 
sentenced him to three years imprisonment. 


For the second count that charged the accused with torture, 
punishable under the Cameroon Penal Code, the Judge 
sentenced Ngu to five years imprisonment, making a total of 
eight years. ; f 

But the accused is to serve these terms concurrently as the 
Judge declared, meaning that he would serve only five years. 
Besides, Inspector Ngu has been awaiting trial at the Buea 
Central Prison for one year, four months. (Post, Buea, Oct 27) 


[Previous issue Cameroon, page1801] 


. CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Annan calls for aid to post-civil war 
reconstruction: With Central African Republic 
(CAR) "gradually returning to a path of peace, 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
has called for comprehensive joint assistance 
from the country’s development partners, a report 
said, Oct 30. 


"The socio-economic and financial situation of the Central 
African Republic remains difficult," he said in his latest report to 
the Security Council. He recommended that existing cooperation 
framework and the consolidated appeals process be strength- 
ened “to provide greater support to the country's economic 
recovery efforts and to prevent any deterioration in the 
socio-economic situation." 


Since development is inextricably linked to security, an 
improvement in the interior and in the border areas is 
needed for stability in the Central African Republic, he said. 
(UN News Service, New York, Oct 31) 

b. Troops deployed in mining town of Bria: 
Troops of the Economic Community of Central 
Africa States (CEMAC) were deployed on Oct 29 
to the Central African Republic’s northeastern town 
of Bria to help combat banditry. 


"The CEMAC troops deployed in Bria will be fully operational 
by Oct 31," Gen Auguste Bibaye, head of the multinational force, 
said on national radio in the capital, Bangui. A senior national 
army official from the Central African Republic (CAR) said that 
about 100 CEMAC troops had been deployed. 


Bibaye said deployment was in accordance with the force’s 
new mandate decreed by CEMAC leaders in June at a meeting 
in Malabo, capital of the Spanish-speaking Guinea. The force’s 
mandate was extended by six months during this meeting. "Our 
new mandate covers security in both Bangui and the provinces," 
Bibaye said. He added that positive results had been achieved 
since CEMAC forces got involved in efforts to restore peace and 
security in the country. Bria is located in a mining zone of the 
province of Haute-Kotto. Several armed groups have emerged 
in the aréa, terrorising civilians. In September. bandits attacked 
several villages in the region and harassed businessmen 
involved in diamond prospecting. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bangui, Oct 31) 


[Previous issue Central African Republic, pae 4802] 
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CONGO 


a. Civil war is cause of displacement, food 
shortage: Years of civil war in the Republic of 
Congo (ROC) has resulted in massive popula- 
tion displacement, food shortages and an increase 
in severe malnutrition, a government official said, 
Oct 21. 


"The situation has caused an increase in severe cases of 
malnutrition among both children and adults," Jean-Ignace 
Tendelet, the director of cabinet in the Ministry of Health and 
Population, said in the capital, Brazzaville. "According to the 
statistics, between June and November 1999, 17.5 percent of 
children below 5 years suffered from severe malnutrition,” he 
said. 


Tendelet said the country’s integrated health centres and 






hospitals lacked adequate technical structures and could not - 


handle the situation. 


Between 1990s and 2000, a series of civil wars have 
devastated Congo’s socioeconomic situation and depleted 
agricultural production. In 2002, the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) said 32 per cent of Congolese suffered from 
hunger. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Brazzaville, Oct 26) 


[Previous issue Congo, page 4802] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Officials block Indian egg consignment: 
Health authorities in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo blocked the release of a consignment of eggs 
from India at the port of Matadi because of suspicion 
that they could be contaminated with the Avian 
Influenza A virus (H5N1), or the bird flu. 


The veterinary doctor heading the Congolese surveillance 
commission against the virus in Bas-Congo Province, Disekedi 
Mabiala, said, Nov 3, about 13,420 eggs were being withheld 
because the importer failed to provide proper documentation 
showing that Indian veterinary authorities had certified the eggs 
as virus-free. 

(See Regional, page 1824) 

"We have decided to reject the merchandise and have 
ordered the importer, a company called Alleluia, to send it back 
to India," he said. 


No case of avian flu has been detected yet in DR Congo 
and the authorities are taking measures to put disease 
surveillance teams in each of the country’s 11 provinces. (UN 
integrated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, Nov 4) 

b. Journalist, wife assassinated in Kinshasa: 
Journaliste En Danger (JED) has condemned the 
assassination of journalist Franck Ngyke Kangundu 
and his wife Hine Mpaka. 

Ngyke, 52, a political columnist for the Kinshasa-based daily 
La Rfrence Plus, and his wife were killed on November 3. 

According to eyewitness accounts, Ngyke was shot at point 
blank range by three masked men in civilian clothes who were 
waiting for him at his residence. The joumalist was returning 
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home from his Kinshasa/Kasa-Vubu newsroom, where his wife 
had gone to join him. Just as Ngyke was reportedly closing the 
front door of his home, after parking his car, his attackers surged 
towards him, shot at the doorway twice and forced their way into 
his home. They first shot the journalist's wife as she was trying 
to run away. Ngyke then pleaded with them to spare his life and 
take his money and car. His assailants reportedly told him that 
they had been sent to kill him. They then shot him and made 
off with the victims’ cellular phones. (Journaliste En Danger, 
Kinshasa, Nov 3) & 


c. Army frees four electoral agents, kills 34 
militiamen: Government troops have freed four 
electoral officials held hostage in eastern village of 
Burondo in the North Kivu Province, UN and 
electoral officials said, Nov 2. 


The spokesman for the UN Mission in the DR, Lt-Col Thierry 
Provendier, satd the rescue raid was conducted, Oct 31, during 
which the army killed 34 Mayi-Mayi militiamen, the captors. 

The president of the Independent Electoral Commission, 
Apolinnaire Malumalu, said the militiamen did not maltreat the 
hostages. One of the hostages, a woman, escaped with the help 
of locals before the army launched its rescue raid. The four 
electoral officials were seized and taken to a forest on October 
23 when Mayi-Mayi fighters attacked an electoral registration 
centre in Burondo village. The attackers stole a computer, a 
printer, a camera,-a fingerprint device and an electric power 
generator. 


"The electoral materials have not been recovered but this 
does not set the electoral process back because data is transmitted 
daily to another centre," Dieudonne Mirimo, the commission's 
rapporteur, said. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Kinshasa, Nov 2) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1803] 


ERITREA 


a. UNMEE to pull out peacekeepers: The 
United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
(UNMEE) said that it would soon start pulling out 
its troops out of the 18 posts inside the Temporary 
Security Zone (TSZ) where its helicopter flight has 
been banned by the Eritrean government. 


UNMEE Chief of Public Information Office and Spokes- 
woman, Gail Bindley-Taylor Sainte who was holding a video 
conference from Asmara, Oct 27, along with Col. Mohammed 
Igbal, UNMEE Chief of Staff, said that the process of vacating 
the 18 remote camps and posts is in progress. 

Sainte said that the restrictions imposed by the Eritrean 
government on UNMEE helicopters and night patrols inside the 
TSZ are continuing. Despite these restrictions, the general 
situation in the areas currently covered by UNMEE troops—that 
is, the continued monitoring of the remaining posts and camps 
in the TSZ and adjacent areas—remains militarily stable, she 
added. The spokeswoman also said that the areas UNMEE 
monitors at present is only 40 per cent of the TSZ. 

"Currently, all operational demining activities remain sus- 
pended until further notice due to the Eritrean government's 
decision to prohibit all UNMEE helicopter flights. This restriction 
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prevents the possibility of a helicopter medical evacuation in 
case of an emergency involving a demining accident in the field," 
she said. (Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, Oct 28) 


[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1803] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. 14 killed in clashes between opposition 
supporters and police in Addis Ababa: At least 
14 people, including two policemen, had been 
confirmed killed and 40 others wounded, Nov 2, as 
clashes between riot police and opposition support- 
ers entered the second day in the Ethiopian capital, 
Addis Ababa. 


As violence spread, unconfirmed reports put.the number of 
people killed, Nov 2, alone at 10. There were fears the number 
could rise further. The fighting, which erupted, Nov 1, spread to 
different areas of the city as hundreds of police were deployed 
to deal with the situation. Fifteen officials of the opposition 
Coalition for Unity and Democracy (CUD) had been arrested, 
according to a party official. 


Eight of the dead, including the two policemen, were killed 
during clashes, Nov 1. Doctors at the Black Lion Hospital in 
Addis Ababa said the facility had received another six bodies. 


"We are very sorry. It was a sad situation in the country 
because we have lost eight and there are many injuried," 
Information Minister Berhan Hailu said. “We hope the situation 
will improve, but the cause of this problem is the action of CUD," 
said Berhan, who asserted that the opposition leadership had 
been brought "under police control". (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Addis Ababa, Nov 2) 


b. Ethiopia, European Commission sign 623.3 
m Birr grant accord: The Government of Ethiopia 
and the European Commission signed, Oct 25, a 
623.3 million birr grant agreement in Addis Ababa. 


According the agreement, the European Commission would 
finance the ongoing SafetyNet Programme being undertaken in 
various food-deficit areas of the country. Minister of Finance 
and Economic Development Sufian Ahmed and European 
Commission Ambassador Tim Clarke signed the agreement at 
a ceremony held on the premises of the ministry. The SafetyNet 
Programme mainly aims at ensuring food self-sufficiency among 
farmers through sustainable community development activities 
in various parts of the nation. The five-year programme, which 
‘would be carried out in 262 food-deficit areas of the nation, has 
1.35 billion birr budget annually. (Ethiopian Herald, Addis 
Ababa, Oct 26) 


[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1804) 


GHANA 


a. Journalists attacked by National Demo- 
cratic. Congress activists: On November 1, a 
group of activists from the National Democratic 
Congress (NDC), Ghana’s main opposition party, 
assaulted Patricia Setorwu and Garneo Caches, 
reporters for the independent daily newspaper Daily 
Guide. 


A mobile phone belonging to one of the reporters was also 
smashed to pieces. The NDC was holding an emergency 
meeting on that day at party headquarters in Accra to decide 
the fate of their national women’s organizer, Frances Asiam, who 
had made allegations against party founder and former Ghana 
President Jerry John Rawlings. The reporters had gone to the 
headquarters to cover the meeting when they were attacked by 
the NDC activists. They were rescued by other members of the 
party. (Media Foundation for West Africa, Accra, Nov 2) 


[Previous issue Ghana, page 1805] 


GUINEA 


a. Dozens arrested after ethnic clashes in 
south-east: More than 50 people were in custody, 
Oct 24, following ethnic clashes in the troubled 
Forest Region of Guinea, an officer involved in the 
operation said. 


Long-simmering tensions between the Guerze ethnic group, 
who are Christian and consider themselves to be the rightful 
inhabitants of the region, and Muslim Konianke settlers burst 
into the open in the main city Nzerekore, Oct 19 sparked by a 
row over a religious celebration. Ten people were injured, two 
of them seriously, and several houses sacked in the Gonia 
neighbourhood, the town's mayor Cece Loua said. 


The violence erupted after Koniankes complained that the 
music from a Guerze baptism ceremony was disturbing prayers 
at a nearby mosque. 


Two days later, a video store was burned down as 
repercussions bubbled on. 


Soldiers from the elite intervention unit, known as Rangers, 
deployed on the streets fired teargas to restore calm. Several 
guns were seized and a curfew was imposed. "We arrested 
about 100 people," said Joseph Millimono, a ranger who took 
part in the operation. "We have let some go but there are still 
56 in custody.” The clashes were not the first to have blown up 


‘in Nzerekore, which lies about 850 km from the capital Conakry 


in south-eastern Guinea, near the borders with Liberia and Ivory 
Coast. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Conakry, Oct 24) 


[Previous issue Guinea, page 1721] 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. President appoints controversial new 
Prime Minister: Guinea-Bissau’s President Joao 
Bernardo "Nino" Vieira appointed a long-time ally 
as Prime Minister, Nov 2, days after sacking the 
government of his political arch rival Carlos Gomes 
Junior. 

Aristides Gomes, the mastermind behind the campaign that 
propelled Vieira to the presidency in July, was swiftly sworn into 
office and promised to mend political fences and the West African 
nation’s ailing economy. 


"I will form a government of national consensus that reflects 
all the country's political forces," Gomes told reporters after the 
ceremony. 
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The new Prime Minister pledged to work closely with the 
international community, a priority for the former Portuguese 
colony where foreign aid is needed just to pay state salaries. 
The current crisis has done little to dispel concerns among 
donors, who want to see political stability before they are once 
again willing to invest heavily in the world’s sixth poorest country. 


The feuding between Gomes Junior and Vieira had been 
going on for months, but it-came to a head, Oct 28, when Vieira 
issued a decree sacking his Prime Minister for allegedly 
endangering the country’s stability. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bissau, Nov 2) 


(Previous isuse Guinea Bissau, page 1755] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Gbagbo stands firm, rebel leader declares 
himself Prime Minister: Ivorian President Laurent 
Gbagbo began a sixth year in office, Oct 31, defying 
opposition calls that he stand down. 


Gbagbo appeared on state television, Cet 30, 10 confirm that 
he would continue to govern the country, split since a failed 
insurgency more than three years ago, until elections could be 
rescheduled. 


“| will never allow the decapitation of the state of Ivory Coast,” 
he told the nation, hours after thousands of opposition supporters 
held a rally to demand that he step aside. ‘The president of the 
republic will continue guaranteeing the continuity cf the state and 
will remain the head until elections are held." 


Sunday (October 30) was the day the West African economic 
powerhouse was supposed to have gone to the polls in a bid to 
turn the page on three years of no war, no peace. But a month 
before the planned ballot, the United Nations said a October 30 
polling day was impossible because of the intrarsigence of the 
warring parties. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Abidjan, Oct 31) 


[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1805] 


KENYA 


a. Japan pledges more aid to Kenya: Japan 
will continue to support the improvement of infra- 
structure of Kenya, vice-chairman of the Japan-Af- 
rica Union Parliamentarians League, said Nov 3. 


Speaking at State House Nairobi where he held talks with 
President Kibaki, Tetsuro Yano said Japan would continue to 
fund Sondu Miriu and Olkaria Hydroelectric Planis, and the 
maintenance of the Nyali and Mtwapa bridges in Mombasa. 


He said his country would also provide a grant for the Tana 
River dam in Coast Province. Yano praised the Government for 
good economic management, citing impressive economic growth 
rate. In response, President Kibaki thanked the Japanese 
government for its involvement in Kenya’s economic develop- 
ment. 

The President recalled his recent visit to Japan, and 
expressed hope that such high level visits between the two 
governments would be maintained. 

He expressed optimism that the proposed constitution would 
go through during the referendum. Present at the function were 


the Minister for Finance, David Mwiraria, Foreign Affairs 
Assistant minister Moses Wetangula and Permanent Secretary 
Boaz Mbaya. (East African Standard, Nairobi, Nov 4) 


NAIROBI: In Kenya, tossing of fruit amid 
constitutional debate: The debate over how to 
revamp Kenya’s colonial-era Constitution has its 


serious mo- 
Referendum on statute change ments. On the 


sidewalks of downtown, regular folks can be 
overheard discussing the merits of having a prime 
minister in what has long been a presidential 
system, the importance of increasing the clout of 
Parliament, and the necessity of shifting power 
from, the capital to the provinces. 


But there are plenty of embarrassing moments, as well-——rock 
throwing, chair hurling and fruit tossing, to cite some of the more 
colorful examples. Insults are also being traded, so much so that 
an exercise intended to unify the country has already succeeded 
in doing the opposite. 

Recently, a group of demonstrators disrupted a rally in 
Garissa, an eastern town, by hoisting bananas and yelling 
support for the draft constitution. They were set upon by 
opponents holding oranges. Riot policemen put down the 
resulting melee with nightsticks. 

The two fruits—adopted for use as ballot symbols easily 
recognized by illiterate voters—represent the two positions on 
a referendum set for November 21. While a banana means yes 
and an orange means no, there is also a third option, a group 
that is pushing for a middle ground that calls itself fruit salad. 

Despite an existing Constitution that has many of the niceties 
of a demccracy, Kenya knows autocratic rule only too well, 
having been presided over by just two men in the first 40 years 
since it became independent. 

When the third president, Mwai Kibaki, took officé in 
December 2002, backed by a broad coalition, he promised to 
revamp the Constitution to diffuse the powers now centalized in 
his office. But Kibaki has since backed off the idea of adding a 
powerful prime minister post. His vice president, Moody Awaori, 
explained the change of direction this way at a recent rally: 
presidents are father figures in Africa, and the voters would not 
put up with having someone outside the family rivaling the father. 

Kibakis proposal does give Parliament the power to pass 

judgment on presidential appointments, although the prime 
minister in his draft is virtually powerless. 
_ The person most upset with Kibakis plan is Raila Odinga, 
who supported him in the last election after receiving a signed 
pledge that he would become prime minister. Kibaki contends 
that political realities have changed since Odinga is a minister 
in Kibakis government, but that has not stopped him and other 
allies from campaigning vigorously against the government's 
draft. 

One troubling aspect of the debate is that the tribal divisions 
that showed signs of fading in Kenya in recent years have 
resurfaced. The Kikuyus, Kenya’s largest tribe, are overwhelm- 
ingly backing the constitution proposed by Kibaki, a fellow 
Kikuyu. The Luos, the second-largest tribe, support Odinga, who 
comes from their community, in his opposition to the draft. The 


1818 African Chronicle 





dozens of other tribes are mostly lining up behind their elected 
representatives. ś 


Many political analysts see the debate as a referendum on 
Kibaki, the once-popular president who finds himself increasingly 
unpopular. His election was regarded by Kenyans as the 
beginning of an era. He pledged to fix a broken country by wiping 
out corruption and reviving the stagnant economy. But three 
years later, many Kenyans have become disillusioned. 


The side that will win in the referendum should not do so 
because it threw more stones at its opponents and shouted the 
loudest, The Daily Nation said recently in a front-page editorial 
calling for calm. That would be a hollow victory. (Marc Lacey in 
New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 22) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1805] 


\ LIBERIA 


a. Bryant faces impeachment: With Transi- 
tional Legislators now contemplating impeachment 
of National Transitional chairman Gyude Bryant for 
alleged financial improprieties, Executive Mansion 
sources say the action "is a direct result of 
frustration on the part of members of the National 
Transitional Legislative Assembly over personal 
rather than national interests." 


In a release issued, Oct 31, sources said some members of 
the Assembly recently made overtures to the Chairman over a 
number of issues pertaining to financial matters and Government 
properties currently in the possession of the Assemblymen. 


One of these issues involves the Cherokee Jeeps being used 
by the Assembly members. The members are said to have 
requested the chairman to direct the General Services Agency 
to agree to a plan by which some token amount would be paid 
by the legislators for the jeeps to be possessed as private 
vehicles. 


Sources say the chairman turned down the request, arguing 
that such an arrangement would be contrary to chairman Bryant's 
declaration that all government properties are to be turned over 
fo the newly elected government following it's inauguration in 
January 2006. (Liberian Observer, Monrovia, Nov 1) 


b. Media under attack for unprofessionalism, 
misconduct: In the wake of the mudslinging and 
serious accusations in the media by the two parties 
contesting the run-off elections, the National Tran- 
sitional Government of Liberia has expressed 
outrage over the level of reportage being carried 
out by some media institutions. 


Acting Information Minister Bernard Waritay said government 
has observed with grave concern that both the electronic and 
print media are publishing and broadcasting information that 
could have the propensity to divide the Liberian people and 
create impediments with the gains obtained thus far in the peace 
process. . 

The Acting Information Minister is urging the media to perform 


their duties with a high sense of nationalism, taking into account 
the social responsibility of their profession. 
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He said media must realise that they are under obligation to 
contribute to the sustenance of the relative peace being enjoyed 
in the country after years of bitter civil war. (FrontPageAfrica, 
Monrovia, Nov 4) 


- - MOROVIA (Liberia): Economic Engine of Afri- 
can city: Wheelbarrows: Asks Moses Kollie what 
E his job is and he answers not with a 

mA profession or a trade but with an 


object. 
Wheelbarrow. 
Pardon me? his questioner asks. 


Wheelbarrow, Killie, an 18-year-old grade-school dropout, 
replies, scowling. | have a wheelbarrow, 


In a war-scarred city without electricity or running water, 
where gasoline is sold from jars stacked next to broken fuel 
pumps, the wheelbarrow is the cornerstone of the informal 
economy. 


The economy, with its complex and well-established hierar- 
chy of market matrons, shoeshine boys, kola nut hawkers and 
orange sellers, sustains almost everyone in a country where the 
official unemployment rate exceeds 80 per cent. As Liberia 
struggles to put itself back on track after a decade and a half of 
brutal civil war, it is young men like Killie who keep things moving. 


The wheelbarrow has been so important to Liberia's 
development that it holds a prominent place in its seal, along 
with a shovel and a palm tree. A ship looms in the background, 
under the words The Love of Liberty Brought Us Here, a 
reference to the founding of this nation by freed slaves from the 
United States. 


On a recent day, Kollie’s wheelbarrow was laden with bars 
of cheap, harsh-smelling bath soap imported from China. He 
worked a busy corner in Red Light, an impoverished Monrovia 
suburb named for a traffic light that stopped working long ago. 

Special today: soap $10, soap $10! he cried, hoping to drown 
out the competitors around him. 

At that price, about 20 cents in American money, he says 
he hopes to make about $5 for the day if he sells a decent 
number of bars, not a bad haul in a nation so poor that it does 
not register on the United Nations human development index. 
Many Liberians live on less than a dollar a day. 

Kollie bought his wheelbarrow for $25, used, raising the cash 
by selling anything he could find on a tray he build from scrap 
wood. Back then he made half as much money and, as he tells 
it, had half as much dignity. | dont want to sell with my hands, 
he said, gesturing with a tinge of superiority at a clutch of young 
boys selling plastic bags and rags. 

During the long civil war which came in 1990, when the 
warlord Charles Taylor ousted President Samuel Doe, wheel- 
barrows played another role: that of ambulance, ferrying the 
wounded to hospitals. 


In peacetime, it is a highly organized business. There is even 
a National Wheelbarrow Operator Union of Liberia, which has 
about 5,000 card-carrying members in Monrovia alone. The 
wheelbarrows are numbered and lettered, indicating their zones 
of operation, and the fees for certain kinds of loads are fixed. 
For example, getting a bag of cement from the port to central 
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Monrovia costs about a dollar. With the war ending two years 
ago and recent elections, wheelbarrow operators are ready to 
help with rebuilding. Like entrepreneurs everywhere, Kollie want 
fo expand. | would like to buy another wheelbarrow, he said. 
Because business is good. (Lydia Polgreen in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 22) 

[Previous issue Liberia, page 1805] 


LIBYA 


a. Internet journalist sentenced: A court has 
sentenced an Internet journalist to one-and-a-half 
years in prison after he published articles critical of 
the government, Human Rights Watch said, Nov 3. 


The senience is an apparent attempt by the government to 
silence free speech and dissenting views. 


After mare than four months of incommunicado detention, a 
court in Tripoli on October 19 convicted the journalist, Abd 
al-Raziq al-Mansuri, on charges of illegally possessing a 
handgun. "The gun charges are a ruse," said Sarah Leah 
Whitson, Middle East and North Africa directar at Human Rights 
Watch. “The authorities went after al-Mansuri because they did 
not like what he wrote." 


On October 27, al-Mansuri’s family in Libya wrote a letter to 
the government and local and international media and human 
rights organisations denouncing the arrest and sentence. Such 
outspoken criticism is rare in Libya. 


The letter said, "we the writer, Abd al-Raziq al-Mansuri’s, 
family, will continue our son’s march, for he always wanted 
for everyone to eliminate fear. If he could not affect the 
people closest to him, his family, how could he affect others?" 
(Human Rights Watch, Washington, DC, Nov 3) 


{Previous issue Libya, page 1792] 


MAURITANIA 


a. New military leader promises to amend 
press law: Mauritania’s new military leader, Col. 
Ely Ould Mohamed Vall, has assured a Reporters 
Without Borders delegation that the new govern- 
ment will promote democratic press reforms during 
the current transition. 


He also said the French public radio station, Radio France 
Internationale (RFI), will soon be able to resume FM broadcasts 
in Mauritania. 

Col. Vall, who heads the Military Council for Justice and 
Democracy, made three main commitments: 


—To set up a “national commission” as soon as possible to 
propose press sector reforms and amendments to legislation 
governing the practice of journalism. Col. Vall said the Prime 
Minister and communications minister had been instructed to 
make proposals "in the coming week" on the commission’s 
composition in agreement with the independent press. 


—To tone down implementation of the existing press law 
until new legislation has been adopted. Col. Vall said the relevant 
departments had been instructed that the time between submis- 
sion of an application to the Interior Ministry to publish a 
newspaper and the receipt of authorisation "should be as short 


as possible." He also told Reporters Without Borders that Article 
one of the press law was "no longer important” and that he had 
given "instructions for this article to no longer have effect." 
(Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Oct 27) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1806] 


MOROCCO 


a. RSF calls for immediate release of editor: 
Reporters Without Borders has called for the 
immediate release of Anas Tadili, editor of the 
weekly Akhbar al-Ousboua, who should have been 
released from jail on Sept 29 after completing a 
one-year sentence for libelling a government min- 
ister. 


"We do not understand this unrelenting attitude towards Tadili 
on the part of the judicial authorities," the press freedom 
organisation said. Judicial and prison officials have turned a deaf 
ear to pleas from Tadili’s family and lawyers. Detained since 
April 15, 2004, Tadili is being held in especially harsh conditions. 
He is in a “high security" wing of Knitra prison. He is banned 
from communicating with other inmates and using recreation 
areas. He has diabetes, high cholesterol, rheumatism and heart 
problems. He is also being treated for depression. 


On September 19, 2004, a Rabat court sentenced him on 
appeal to a year in prison and a fine of 10,000 dirhams (approx. 
900 euros) for reporting on April 9, that the police had caught a 
government minister in a homosexual act at a beach resort in 
northern Morocco. The report did not name the minister, but his 
identity was clear from the context. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, 
Paris, Nov 3) 


[Previous issue Morocco, page 1807] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Annual cooperation plan with Portugal 
signed: Delegations from the Mozambican and 
Portuguese governments, Nov 2, signed in Lisbon 
the Annual Cooperation Plan for 2006, under which 
Portugal will grant 19.2 million euros (about 23.8 
million US dollars) to development programmes in 
Mozambique. 


At a joint press conference with Mezambican President 
Armando Guebuza, the Poriuguese Prime Minister, Jose Soc- 
rates, said the Cooperation Plan demonstrated Portugal's 
willingness to contribute to Mozambican development. During 
his talks with Guebuza, said Socrates, the two men had 
concentrated on three matters - bilateral cooperation, the 
remaining Mozambican public debt to Portugal, and the nego- 
tiations to secure a majority Mozambican stake in the Cahora 
Bassa dam on the Zambezi. 

"These three dossiers and their evolution represent a 
significant development in relations between Portugal and 
Mozambique", said Socrates, adding that there would be a 
complete write-off of Mozambique’s public debt (not to be 
confused with the much larger debt that the Cahora Bassa 
operating company, HCB, owes to the Portuguese treasury). 

Guebuza also visited the Portuguese Engineering Industry 
Professional Training Centre, which cooperates with a similar 
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institutions in Maputo. Thanks to this partnership, about 300 
skilled Mozambican workers are being trained in the Maputo 
centre every year. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, 
Maputo, Nov 3) 


Agreement reached on Cahora Bassa dam: The Mozam- 
bican government will finally obtain a majority holding in HCB, 
the company that runs the Cahora Bassa dam on the Zambezi 
river, in the western province of Tete, by the end of 2005. 


The agreement came in a memorandum of understanding, 
signed in Lisbon, Nov 2, between the governments of Portugal 
and Mozambique, at the end of Mozambican President Armando 
Guebuza’s first official visit to Portugal. 


This document paves the way to the signing of a final 
agreement on the transfer of this undertaking, one of the largest 
dams in Africa, to Mozambic. Up to now, the Portuguese state 
has held 82 per cent of the shares in HCB, with the Mozambican 
state hoiding just 18 per cent. Under the present agreement, 
this situation is to be reversed: Mozambique will own 85 per cent 
of HCB, and Portugal the remaining 15 per cent. 


The memorandum was signed by Mozambican Energy 
Minister Salvador Namburete, and Portuguese Finance Minister 
Fernando Teixeira dos Santos, in a ceremony attended by 
Guebuza and by Portuguese Prime Minister Jose Socrates. The 
signing came as a surprise, since Namburete had been warning 
reporters that no agreement was yet in sight. "We have been 
striving to give ourselves a deadline and to work as speedily as 
we can", said Namburete. "But we are not yet able to predict 
when the process can be concluded". (Agencia de Informacao 
de Mocambique, Maputo, Nov 3) 


[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1807] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Woman arrested after ‘abortion’: A Young 
woman frorn Otaukondjele village in the Ohangwena 
region has been arrested and charged with murder 
for allegedly terminating her pregnancy. 


Regional Police Commander Armas Shivute said the 19-year- 
old woman was arrested at the village, Oct 31. She allegedly 
performed an abortion on herself using soap and warm water. 
She then allegedly discarded the foetus in a toilet. 


The woman will appear in the Eenhana Magistrate’s Court. 
(Namibian, Windhoek, Nov 3) 


[Previous isuse Namibia, page 1807] 


NIGERIA 


a. Bellview plane crash victims to get com- 
pensation: Each family of the 117 victims of the 
Bellview Airlines plane which crashed in Lisa on 
October 22 will receive a insurance compensation 
of $100,000 (about N12.9 million). 


Chief Executive Officer of the Airlines, Kayode Odukoya, who 
disclosed this, Nov 3, at a press conference in Lagos, said his 
company has concluded plans to pay a temporary compensation 
of $10,000 (about N1.3 million) to the next of kin of every victim 
of the crash from November 8. 


As he spoke, Lagos State governor, Bola Tinubu called on 
the Federal Government not to leave any stone unturned in its 
quest to get to the root of the plane disaster. Odukoya further 
assured that passengers and crew aboard the aircraft irrespec- 
tive of whether their names appeared on the Flight B3210 
manifest or not would be paid the compensation amounting $11.7 
million (about N1.51 billion). 


The clarification became necessary as some passengers of 
the ill-fated flight boarded the aircraft with tickets not bearing 
their names. Notable among those in. this: category is the late 
Chairman of the Nigerian Railway Corporation, Alhaji Moham- 
med Waziri. (Daily Champion, Lagos, Nov 4} 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1808] - 


RWANDA 


a. Rwanda least corrupt nation in the region: 
Rwanda has been ranked the 83rd among the 159 
nations surveyed in Transparency International’s 
2005 Corruption Perception Index (CPI) Report. 


Rwanda, which is just recovering from the 1994 Genocide 
and which appeared for the first time in a CPI, scored 3.1 out 
of a clean score of 10 points. This made the country stand above 
other countries in the region like Tanzania which has 2.9 points 
and Zambia 2.6 points. Uganda and Kenya have 2.5 and 2.1 
points, respectively. 


The finance minister Prof Mannaseh Nshuti said, Nov 3, 
Rwanda’s score could have been higher had the survey been 
conclusively carried out. 


“It lacked accurate information because relying on only three 
surveys leaves a big margin of error. Maybe it is because we 
have been surveyed for the first time but the score should have 
been higher than a mere 3.1," Nshuti said, adding that "the 
incidence of corruption in public institutions is minimal in 
Rwanda." 


Drawn on 16 different polls from 10 independent institutions, 
the TI Corruption Perceptions Index is a composite survey, 
reflecting the perceptions of business people and country 
analysts, both resident and non-resident. 


In the report Rwanda featured in three surveys. The report, 
which was released late in October, also indicates that more 
than two-thirds of the countries surveyed, most them developing 
countries, scored less than five out of a clean score of 10, indicating 
serious levels of corruption in a number of them. (New Times, 
Kigali, Nov 3) 


b. 20,000 children living with AIDS: Over 
20,000 Rwandan children are living with HIV/AIDS 
and every minute worldwide a child dies of AIDS- 
related illness. 


Also, statistics released by UNICEF and UNAIDS indicate 
that every minute, four young people contract AIDS around the 
world, which means that in a single day, about 5,760 people are 
infected with the deadly virus.The stunning revelations were 
made during the recent launch of the Global Campaign on 
Children and AIDS Programme, which was presided over by 
President Paul Kagame. 
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"AIDS has an enormous impact on children, and it’s too 
ridiculous that some of the children acquire AIDS through 
defilement; it's our role to stand up and protect the children from 
the scourge," Kagame said during the function at Amahoro 
National Stadium. 


According to reports, 15 million children have lost their 
parents to AIDS around the globe, and the number is expected 
to increase to 20 million in 2010. It is also said that less than 
10% of children who have lost parents to AIDS get public support. 


"Born with a burden, in high-prevalence countries, child 
mortality rates are 20 to 100 per cent more than they would be 
without of AIDS," the UNICEF representative Bintu Keita noted, 
adding that many children who survive during thé early years 
are not expected to live past the mid-30s. (New Times, ‘Kigaii, 
Nov 2) 


[Previous issue Rwanda, page 1808] i 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Editor fined Le.500,000: Independent Media 
Commission (IMC) has levied a fine of Le 500,000 
on the Managing Editor of The African Champion 
newspaper, Jacob | Koroma. 


The newspaper under captions ’Lebanese must be stopped’ 
and ‘Investigate ICC managing director’ alleged that a Lebanese 
construction company was one of the conduits used by the 
government of Sierra Leone to siphon donor funcs. 


In the other edition, the newspaper alleged that Lebanese 
are the major problems of the country and no gavernment has 
ever been able to stop them. 


"After the IMC deliberated five times on the matter and on 
each occasion defendant was either absent or laie. As a result 
of this, the IMC considered the editor's act in treating the whole 
issue with lack of respect as deliberate and therefore levied the 
said fine against him," the statement stated. (Concord Times, 
Freetown, Nov 4) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1794] 


SOMALIA 


a. UN food aid for 640,000 drought-stricken 
Somalis threatened: A recent spate of ship 
hijackings off the coast of Somalia is restricting 
delivery of urgently needed food aid, posing a 
serious threat to the health.of 640,000 people in the 
drought-stricken Horn of Africa country. 


“The worsening humanitarian situation in southern Somalia 
is of deep concern to us and to our UN and NGO partners, 
especially with insecurity on the high seas hempering relief 
efforts," WFP Country Director Zlatan Milisic said. "We may have 
to step up our deliveries of food aid, which wiil be extremely 
difficult under present circumstances." 


The southern Somali coastline is one of the most dangerous 
in the warld; in recent months, WFP’s operations have been 
sabotaged by the hijackings of two vessels carrying relief food. 
Ship owners are now demanding armed escorts to travel in these 
waters. 


"Given the insecurity off the coast, we are exploring 
alternative transport routes, including overland from Kenya and 
via Djibouti, to reach those in desperate need of food 
assistance. But these other routes raise similar logistical and 
security challenges," Milisic said. (UN News Service, New York, 
Nov 3) 


b. Puntland, a high-risk region for the press: 
Reporters Without Borders and its partner organi- 
sation, the National Union of Somali Journalists 
(NUSOJ), Oct 18, accused the police in the 
autonomous northeastern region of Puntland of 
“outrageous behaviour and ferocity” towards the 
independent news media. 


The two organisations said they were particularly appalled 
by prison .conditions in Bossasso, where a journalist with a 
privately-owned radio station, the Somalia TV Network (STN), 
was detained for a second time and subjected to severe physical 
treatment at the end of September after he criticised conditions 
in the jail. 

"Despite our repeated appeals, the current president of 
Somalia’s transitional federal government, Abdullahi Yusuf 
Ahmed, has failed to establish the rule of law in Puntland 
although he has a great deal of influence in the region,” the 
organisations said. 


"Nonetheless, urgent action is needed as the two main cities, 
Garowe and Bossasso, have become high-risk areas for 
journalists and the authorities have no qualms about gagging 
news media they dislike,” Reporters Without Borders and 
NUSOJ said. 


"If President Ahmed’s promises of democracy are not to lose 
all credibility in the eyes of the international community, he must 
stop ignoring the accelerating loss of press freedom in his own 
fiefdom." (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Oct 18) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1809] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Doctor responsible of AIDS deaths: The 
treatment Action Campaign (TAC) has released a 
statement and fact sheet in which it explained why 
it holds Matthias Rath responsible for several 
deaths of HIV infected individuals. 


Dr Matthias Rath's "pseudo-science” is causing confusion 
and costing many lives and is flourishing because it is perceived 
to be endorsed by the health minister and the President, 
according to the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC). 


Analysing the recent deaths of people who were taking the 
Rath vitamins, the TAC said for three of these patients Rath was 
responsible for contributing to their deaths. For another two, who 
are still alive, Rath was responsible for misleading them and 
creating false hope, the TAC said. 


The Dr Rath Health Foundation’s campaign, supported by 
the SA National Civics Organisation (SANCO), has in the past 
encouraged patients to desist from seeking anti-retroviral 
treatment in the end stages of their HIV infection, but to take 
high doses of his untested multi-vitamins. 
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The TAC, which has been threatening to take the health 
minister to court, bluntly stated that Dr Manto Tshabalala-Msi- 
mang held the responsibility for failing to stop Rath. Rath claims 
that antiretrovirals are toxic and make AIDS worse. He makes 
similar claims for heart-disease, cancer, diabetes and other 
diseases. (Healfh-e, Cape Town, Nov 4) 


{Previous issue South Africa, page 1809] 


- SUDAN 


a. Two de-miners killed in ambush on Juba- 
Nimule Road: Suspected Ugandan rebels killed two 
de-miners from the Swiss Foundation for Mine 
Action (FSD) in southern Sudan, Oct 31, in an 
ambush believed to have been staged by the Lord’s 
Pi PRS Army (LRA), the UN Mission in Sudan 
said. 


According to preliminary reports, the de-miners were driving 
along the Juba-Nimule road in a three-vehicle FSD convoy. The 
victims of the attack, who were in the lead vehicle, were stopped 
by three armed men, taken out of the truck and killed, the UN 
reported. 


The occupants of the other two vehicles turned around and 
took refuge in a nearby camp of the Sudanese armed forces. 
Two soldiers from the Sudanese armed forces were also 
reportedly wounded during the attack. 


Jan Pronk, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary- 
General for Sudan, condemned the killings and expressed his 
outrage at "this cowardly attack that jeopardises the UN and 
partners’ efforts in clearing vital roads to ensure the safety of 
returnees and pave the way for economic reconstruction of 
southern Sudan". 


Pronk, in a statement, called for a speedy investigation to 
establish the exact circumstances of the attack, identify the 
perpetrators and bring them to justice. 


He also urged the Sudanese government and the govern- 
ment of southern Sudan to ensure the safety and security of all 
humanitarian workers and to expedite their joint effort to contain 
armed groups still active in southern Sudan, including the rebel 
LRA.(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, 
Nov 1) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1810] 


SWAZILAND 


a. Harsh security Bill reintroduced after arson 
attacks: A post-9/11 anti-terrorism Bill submitted to 
the Swazi parliament but then suspended without 
passage has been tabled again in the wake of two 
recent fire bombings in the capital, Mbabane. 


The Internal Security Act, described when it was first 
introduced in 2002 by former Prime Minister Sibusiso Dlamini 
as ‘Makhundu’ (a bludgeon), was criticised by pro-democracy 
groups for its suspension of civil liberties, harsh penalties, and 
very broad definition of what constitutes terrorism. 


By late October, police had not announced any progress in 
the investigation into the two fire bombings. The attacks caused 


no injuries. Opposition groups said there were concerns that the 
law would be used by King Mswati to stifle dissent. 


Jan Sithole, secretary-general of the Swaziland Federation 
of Trade Unions, commented, "The Internal Security Act of 2002, 
which government is reviving, has nothing to do with fighting 
terrorism - it is directed at infringing on rights and freedoms." 


The fire bombings took place as Mswati was addressing a 
meeting at the university in Mbabane, where he is the chancellor. 
It was every Swazis duty to support the contentious new 
constitution, he said. Police called the arson attacks the work of 
the banned People’s United Democratic Movement (Pudemo). 
(SouthScan, London, Nov 1) 


[Background Info. Swaziland, page 1810] 


TANZANIA 


a. Karume sworn in as Zanzibar’s President: 
Zanzibari President Amani Abeid Karume was 
sworn in, Nov 2, following his re-election in polls 
that were marred by violence and claims of fraud. 


"| will implement my duty towards the people of Zanzibar 
without bias," Karume said during the ceremony aired live on 
national television. 


Benjamin Mkapa, president of the United Republic of 
Tanzania - of which Zanzibar is a semi-autonomous offshore 
state - attended the ceremony in the Zanzibari capital, Stone 
Town. “ev 


On Nov 1, Zanzibar’s Electoral Commission (ZEC) declared 
Karume the winner of the election by 53.2 per cent of the votes 
against 46.1 percent of his strongest rival, Seif Sharif Hamad of 
the Civic United Front (CUF). However, CUF has claimed that 
according to its tally, Hamad won the election with 50.63 per 
cent against Karume’s 49.37 percent. 


Hamad boycotted the swearing in ceremony. He had earlier 
called for a mass protest, leading to increased tension in 
Zanzibar and in Tanzania's commercial capital, Dar-es-Salaam, 
where police have been on the alert since Oct 30. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Dar-Es-Salaam, 
Nov 2) 


b. Election for Union postponed after death 
of opposition presidential candidate: The Tanza- 
nia general election has been postponed following 
the death of opposition. presidential candidate 
running mate Jumbe Rajab Jumbe. 


The late Jumbe campaigned under the political party Chama 
cha Democrasia na Maendeloleo (CHADEMA), ahead of the poll 
earlier scheduled for October 30. In making the announcement 
on October 27, the National Electoral Commission (NEC), 
according to IPPMedia, said campaigns for presidential candi- 
dates had also been called off to give room for the opposition 
party to elect its new running mate. 


The media agency quoted NEC chairman, Justice Lewis 
Makame, as telling reporters in Dar-es-Salaam that the country's 
elections would now be held on December 18, 2005. ‘However, 
campaigns for parliamentary and civic seats would continue,’ 
said Justice Makame. 
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He said Chadema was given until November 18 to submit a 
new name for its running mate. Campaigns for presidential 
candidates, Justice Makame said, would commence on Novem- 
ber 19 through December 17, 2005. (Catholic Information 
Service for Africa, Nairobi, Oct 28) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1811] 


UGANDA 


a. Malaria kills 400 Ugandans daily: A research 
report on the use of dichloro-diphenyltrichlo- 
roethane (DDT) to control malaria has said the 
disease kills about 400 Ugandans daily: 


"Malaria remains the number one killer disease in Uganda 
and consumes 10% or $34m (sh62b) of the Ministry of Health’s 


annual budget for drugs and services. It kills 400 Ugandans daily, ~ 


most of whom are children aged below five and pregnant 
women," it said. The report that examines the effects of DDT on 
humans and the environment, also recommends the controlled 
use of DDT in fighting malaria. 


Dr. Gabriel Sebishimbo Bimenya, the chief researcher, 
presented the report at Makerere University Senate conference 
hall, Nov 2. It was conducted in Kihihi and Nyarusiza sub-coun- 
ties in Kanungu and Kisoro districts respectively, between May 
and August 2005. 


"Whereas allegations have come up again and again and 
created DDT phobia, our results have shown no direct associa- 
tion between DDT and impotence, infertility, neurological defi- 
ciency, congenial abnormalities or cancer. On the contrary, our 
results show a very fecund society in Kihihi, where DDT was 
applied 45 years ago and some literature points out a protective 
effect of DOT against cancer," he said. 


A clinical biochemist and head of Makerere University’s 
Pathological Department, Bimenya, recommended the Kihihi 
model-controlled use of the chemical. (New Vision, Kampala, 
Nov 4) 


b. Killings of aid workers hit relief operations: 
The reported killings of at least two aid workers, Oct 
26, in Northern Uganda has increased insecurity 
and caused many aid agencies to restrict relief 
operations. 


Oxfam urgently calls on the Government of Uganda and the 
international community to live up to their responsibility to protect 
hundreds of thousands of people suffering as a result of the 
horrific conflict. Despite the recent announcement of International 
Criminal Court (ICC) arrest warrants for the five top leaders of 
the rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), and claims by the 
Government of Uganda that the end of this conflict is in sight, 
for most people safety and security are sti. distant dreams. 


“This war has already lasted 19 years and an entire 
generation has never known peace. We are desperate for an 
end to this conflict. Many people dream of the day when the 
rebel leaders will have to stand trial for the crimes they have 
committed. We are really worried that this dream won't become 
a reality," said Emma Naylor, Oxfam's Country Programme 
Manager in Uganda. 


"For two decades it has been impossible to apprehend the 
rebel leaders. The communities that we work with are already 
asking how the arrest warrants will be served. There is a lot of 
confusion and it’s fast turning to fear." (Oxfam International, 
Boston, Oct 26) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1811] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Recognition granted for 900 NFC workers: 
The National Union of Miners and Allied Workers 
(Numaw), Nov 2, signed a recognition agreement 
for the 900 workers of Non-Ferrous Africa Mining 
Company (NFC). 

Numaw president Mundia Sikufele confirmed the signing of 
the recognition agreement for the employees. Sikufele said in 
Kitwe, Nov 2, that the signing of the recognition agreement was 
in line with the directive from the ministry of Labour and Social 
Security to have casual workers unionised. Numaw now has 
members from Mopani Copper Mines (MCM), Konkola Copper 
Mines (KCM), Kansanshi Mine, NFC and Kariba Minerals. 
The signing ceremony took place at the NFC offices in 
Chambishi where  Sikufele, Richard Musukwa (National 
Treasurer) and Victor Kalala (National Trustee) represented the 
union. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, Nov 3) 


[Previous issue Zambia, page 1811] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. US envoy blasts Mugabe’s ‘corrupt rule’: 
In the strongest remarks by a foreign envoy in 
Zimbabwe to date, US ambassador Christopher Dell 
criticised gross mismanagement and corruption on 
the part of President Robert Mugabe’s government 
for ruining the country’s once-vibrant economy. 


Dell said in a speech titled, Plain Talk about Zimbabwe's 


’ Economy: "Gross mismanagement of the economy and (the 


government's) corrupt rule have brought the crisis." The remarks, 
his first public criticism of the political and economic crisis since 
his arrival in Harare about a year ago, are likely to heighten 
tension between Washington and Harare. 


Mugabe recently compared US President George Bush and 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair to fascist leaders Adolf Hitler 
and Benito Mussolini. Dell said the excuses of drought and 
sanctions given by the Zimbabwean government for the crisis 
did not hold up for scrutiny. "Neither drought nor sanctions are 
at the root of Zimbabwe's decline," he said in a speech presented 
in the eastern city of Mutare, Nov 2. 

The US envoy was briefly detained by the Presidential Guard 
three weeks ago after straying into a secure area near Mugabe's 
residence at the public botanical gardens. 

"I know of no other example in the world of any economy 
that, in times of peace, has contracted so precipitously in the 
course of six years," he said, noting that Zimbabwe now had the 
fastest-shrinking economy in the world. In his speech he cited 
a litany of the country’s ailments. Real gross domestic product 
had shrunk 30% in five years, while manufacturing fell 51%, he 
said. (Business Day, Johannesburg, Nov 4) 

[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1812] 
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REGIONAL 


a. More African nations ban poultry imports: 
African nations in increasing numbers are slapping 
bans on poultry imports and stepping up monitoring 

of wild fowl amid growing fears of outbreaks of a 
deadly strain of bird flu on the continent, officials 
said, Oct 26. 

In the past week, about a dozen countries in Africa where 
experts believe the disease is likely to spread with the arrival of 
migratory birds from Europe and Asia have imposed full or partial 
ban on imports of poultry and poultry products. 

Sierra Leone became the latest state to do so, Oct 26, a day 
after Angola and Gambia imposed bans following on the heels 
of the Indian Ocean island nations of Mauritius and the Comoros 
which adopted the measures recently. 

South Africa, Senegal and Egypt along with most of east 
Africa—Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania, which are considered 
particularly at risk because of the large number of migratory birds 
that winter in the Rift Valley—already had bans in place. 

"There has been a lot of progress in terms of building 
awareness of the populations by African governments in the past 
two weeks," said Duncan Mwangi, an immunologist with the 
Nairobi-based International Livestock Research Institute. 

"It's very encouraging", he said. 

In the Senegalese capital, David Stroud, an ornithologist and 
British government adviser, hailed the poultry import bans, noting 
that "there are more risk from poultry than from wild birds. 

It is difficult to quantify the risk, but bird flu could be 
catastrophic for Africa," he said from Dakar where he is attending 
a migratory birds conference. (Hindu, New Delhi, Oct 26) 

Why not buy African food for Africa’s starv- 
ing? It seemed obvious: changing the law to allow 
the US government to gr food in Africa for ae 

i. A : acing starvation instead o 
Economic Analysis paying to ship it halfway 
around the world. Not only would the food get to 
the hungry in weeks instead of months, the 


government would save money and help African 


farmers at the same time. 

The Bush administration has tried to move the United 
States—by far the worlds biggest food donor—into the interna- 
tional mainstream which such a proposal. Many rich countries 
had already cone. so, most recently Canada. So why is this 
seemingly sensible idea not likely to be enacted by the United 
States Congress?. 

Because it challenges the political basis for food aid: that 
American generosity must be good not just for the world’s hungry 
but also for American agriculture. So current law stipulates that 
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all food aid provided by the United States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development be grown by American farmers and mostly 
shipped on United States-flag vessels. 


The proposal has run into opposition from three interest 
groups some critics call the Iron Triangle of food aid: agribusi- 
ness, the shipping industry and charitable organizations. 


Just four companies and their subsidiaries, led by Archer 
Daniels Midland and Cargill, sold more than half the $700 million 
in food commodities provided through the agency’s food aid 
programme in 2004,government records show. And just five 
shipping companies received over half of the more than $300 
million spent to ship that food, records show. 


As Christopher B Barrett, a Cornell University economist 
noted, ‘Its the middlemen who enjoy most of the gains, not the 
farmers’. Barretts research has established the third side of the 
triangle of interests: nonprofit aid organizations. He and Daniel 
Maxwell, a CARE oificial, found that at least seven of them, 
including CARE itself, depended on food aid for a quarter to half 
of their budgets in 2001. Those groups distribute food in poor 
countries. But they have also become grain traders, selling 
substantial amounts of the donated food on local markets in poor 
countries to generate tens of millions of dollars for their 
antipoverty programmes. 


__ If the Agency for International Development had the authority 
to buy food in Ethiopia in the mid-1980s, when a million perished, 
or in 1999-2000 when 20,000 died, it could have saved many 
more lives, its administrator, Andrew S Natsios, said. Speed is 
everything in a famine response, he added. 


He pushed for a proposal that would allow up to a quarter 
of his agency’s food aid budget to be spent in developing 
countries. President Bush approved the idea, he said, and it was 
included in the proposed 2006 budget. 


But groups representing the triangle argued that cash was 
more likely to be misused or stolen than in kind donations. The 
Coalition for Food Aid, which represents 16 non-profit groups, 
also opposed it. Yet Oxfam, which accepts no direct American 
food aid and is not part of the coalition, has supported the 
administration's proposal. In testimony submitted to Congress, 
it noted that the current system offered too many opportunities 
for a variety of private interests to skim off benefits in the 
procurement, packing, transportation and distribution of com- 
modities. For now, the administration's proposal is going 
nowhere. Senator Mike DeWine, a Republican from Ohio, still 
hopes Congress will ultimately allow up to 10 per cent of food 
aid to be spent in poor countries. Its a question of trying to save 
lives, he said. Opposition is strong. Bob Goodlatte, Virginia 
Republican who heads the House Acriculture Committee, said 
even DeWines modest compromise would break a coalition that 
has resulted in one of the most successful food aid programmes 
in world history. (Celia W Dugger in New York Times/ 
Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 22) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Over 55,000 refugees to return home: 
Around 55,675 Angolan citizens in refugee camps 
have been resettled in their zones of origin, a 
process that will go up by the end of the year, a 
opon issued by the Social Reintegration’ Ministry 
said. 


Refugees settled in Zambia (34,500) Namibia (50,0 27) and 
Democratic Republic of Congo (16,148), can be repatriated to 
the provinces of Moxico , Cunene, Huambo, Lunda Norte, 
Luanda, Kuando Kubango, Uige and Zaire. 


The province of Moxico will receive 11,996 persons to be taken 
to the municipalities of Luau, Cazombo, Lumbala Nguimbo, and 
Luena, while Huambo will receive 20,862 to be settled in the provinces 
of Bie, Benguela, Huambo and Huila. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, Nov 4) 


b. Marburg fever contained: The deadiy Mar- 
burg hemorrhagic fever outbreak in Angola has 
finally been consigned to history. 


The fever claimed 227 lives, but the country handled the 
crisis "very well" and was now in a stronger position to face any 
future epidemic, according to the deputy health minister. 


Jose Van Dunem said, Nov 16, that he was "very relieved" 
to see the back of the Ebola-like virus in Angola, which the 
ministry and the World Health Organisation (WHO) declared as 
a thing of the past on November 7. 


He said he was proud of the way the nation, whose health 

structure was virtually destroyed during 27 years of civil war, had 

_ rallied to cope with the killer bug, for which there is no known 
cure. 


"We handled this outbreak very well, and with a very 
transparent approach," he commented. Angola’s hospitals and 
health posts are woefully short on resources, and even the 
country's president, Jose Eduardo dos Santos, admitted in a 
recent speech that with only one doctor for every 10,000 
inhabitants there was much room for improvement. The health 
system was totally unprepared for the Marburg epidemic, which 
exposed gaping holes in hygiene practices in both medical 
institutions and the general population. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Luanda, November 17) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1813] 


BOTSWANA 


a. Cultural practices hamper malaria control: 
A senior environmental health officer has said that 
cultural reasons are hampering efforts by the North 
East District Council (NEDC) to control malaria. 


Edwin Ngwigwa said that certain people from Bazezuru 
ethnic group have declined to participate in the on-going 
anti-malaria campaign. He said he was disappointed by 
North-east residents who did not cooperate with the government 
officers during the campaign. The campaign started in October 
and is to end in December 2005. 


Every year the government embarks on a campaign to spray 
houses with a chemical that kills malaria-causing mosquitoes. 
Ngwigwa said, Nov 16, that the campaign was going well despite 
a few hitches from people who declined to allow government 
staff to spray their houses because of cultural reasons. He said 
the chemical they used was not harmful to human beings. 
(Reporter, Gaborone, Nov 17) 


[Previous issue Botswana, page 1813] 


BURKINA FASO 


.a. Compaore wins new mandate in first 
multiparty race: After 18 years at the helm of 
Burkina Faso, President Blaise Compaore has won 
a new five-year term, garnering a massive 80.3 per 
cent of the vote in the country’s first multiparty 
presidential race. 


Releasing the results of the November 13 poll, the head of 
the Independent National Election Commission, Moussa Michel 
Tapsoba said, Nov 18, that the closest runner-up, opposition 
leader Benewende Stanislas Sankara, won 4.94 per cent of the 
vote. Too divided to run a joint challenge against the 54-year-old 
former army captain, the remaining 10 contenders scored 
between 0.31 per cent and 2.61 per cent each. 


Compaore’s ruling Congress for Democracy and Progress 
(CDP) party spared no effort to secure victory for the head of 
state, who seized office in a 1987 coup and later went on to win 
elections in 1991 and 1998, boycotted by the opposition. 


Campaign manager Salif Diallo estimated the cost of the 
campaign in the world’s third poorest country at 983 million CFA 
francs (US $1.8 million). The 1,500 observers present deemed 
the election fair. 


"These elections show democracy has taken root in Burkina 
Faso," African Union observer Abou Adam Soule said. 


"During the campaign, speeches were not inflammatory, 
candidates were able to freely hold rallies, there was no violence 
or clashes, many women cast their votes on election day," he 
said. 


Of the country’s 100-odd political parties, 28 rallied behind 
Compaore. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Ouagadougou, Nov 18) 


[Previous issue Burkina Faso, page 1801] 
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BURUNDI 


a. Rwandan refugees labelled ‘illegal immi- 


grants’: Rwandan refugees in northern Burundi 
have once again been labelled "illegal immigrants" 
by officials of both countries. 


A joint communiqu, made public by both countries said that 
there is peace in both Rwanda and Burundi, therefore "there is 
no reason to flee" and that "all reasons invoked by the refugees 
were baseless”. 


According to Rwandan authorities, refugees started pouring 
into Burundi at the beginning of March 2005 in fear of being 
brought to justice for their alleged role for the 1994 genocide of 
Tutsis. 


But the refugees, most of them coming from Butare (southern 
Rwanda), claim that they were forced to flee because of rumours 
of impending massacres that were spread around their villages 
by their Tutsi neighbours. 


The refugees are estimated to number about 3,500. The 
communique said that anyone wanting to cross the border "must 
have a valid reason" to do so and that any "claims of persecution" 
would no longer be accepted. 


Rwandans were first labelled illegal finvhignants by both 
countries in June and were then “repatriated by force". Since 
then, they have been returning in small groups without any known 
status. 


Most of the refugees have been reported in the provinces of 
Ngozi, Kirundo and Muyinga (northern Burundi). (Hirondelle 
News Agency, Lausanne, Nov 11) 


{Previous issue Burundi, page 1814] 


CAMEROON 


a. Police brutalise journalists: The police, ata 
checkpoint in Muea, Buea, Nov 10, brutalised two 
journalists travelling from Kumba to Limbe, sending 
one of them to the hospital. 


The journalists, Philip Njaru, a human rights crusader and 
Innocent Yuh, Editor-in-Chief of the Ocean City Radio in Kumba, 
were on their way to attend a seminar, organised by the 
Cameroon Association of English-speaking Journalists, 
Camasej, in collaboration with the Knight International Fellowship 
of the USA, in Limbe. 


Their travel brought them to a checkpoint in Muea, on the 
outskirts of Busa, at about 8.30 am. Five policemen were 
manning the checkpoint. One of them, by the name of Olinga, 
reportedly approached the bus in which the journalists were 
travelling and asked for identification papers. 


The journalists presented their professional cards but were 
ordered to present their national identity cards and when they 
hesitated, were pulled out of the vehicle by Olinga and a 
colleague, one Achu. 

When Njaru, told the policemen that they should not be 
treated roughly, Olinga smacked and kicked him. Yuh’s protests 
invited another round of blows from the other policeman. (Post, 
Buea, Nov 13) 


{Previous issue Cameroon, page 1814] 


CHAD 
a. Armed groups attack military camp in 
capital: Chadian authorities, Nov 15, insisted they 
had the situation under control a day after attacks 
on military camps in and outside the capital, 
N’djamena, that left at least two of the gunmen dead 
and 15 under arrest. 


"The city is calm. People have returned to work as normal,” 
Communications Minister Hourmadji Moussa Doumgor said from 
the capital. In the early hours of Nov 14, a score of armed men 
in civilian dress attacked an army training centre about 25 
kilometres’ south of N’djamena, while a dozen assailants staged 
an ‘attack against the National Guard and Nomad Camp in the 
capital, the government said. 


In the attack outside N'djamena, government forces killed 
two men and detained four. "The rest were able to flee with 
some arms," the communique said, Nov 14. 


Describing the attack in N’djamena, the communique said: 
"Twelve men, with the complicity of the national guard, tried to 
break into an arms depot and the chief of staff's office." 


The government said it has been monitoring a group of 
would-be insurgents for some time. "A network for recruiting 
combatants in N’djamena and in the south has been identified 
and has been monitored for several weeks," the statement said, 
adding that some involved are "well-known" security and 
information officials. 


Doumgor said an investigation into the attacks was under- 
way. (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, 
Ndjamena, Nov 15) 


b. Former dictator of Chad arrested: The 
government of Senegal, Nov 15, arrested the former 
Chadian dictator, Hissne Habr, on an international 
arrest warrant from Belgium for atrocities committed 
during his eight-year rule. 


The Senegalese government must now fulfil its international 
legal obligations to extradite Habr to face trial in Belgium, Human 
Rights Watch said. 


Habr was arrested, Nov 15, taken to jail, then brought before 
a prosecutor to be questioned. He was transferred to the 
penitentiary wing of a hospital in the. Senegalese capital Dakar, 
where he has lived in exile since 1990. 


On September 19, a Belgian judge issued an international 
‘arrest warrant for Habr-under Belgium’s "universal jurisdiction" 
law, which allowed prosecution of the worst atrocities no matter 
where they were committed. 


"Habr has been running away from his crimes and from his 
victims for fifteen years. Seeing him arrested and put in jail, it 
looked like justice was finally catching up," said Reed Brody of 
Human Rights Watch, who coordinates the international efforts 
of the Chadian victims, and was at the courthouse in Dakar. 

"But Habr's arrest is just the first step. It's now up to Senegal 
to live up to its treaty obligations and extradite Habr to Belgium 
where he can answer the charges against him in a fair trial." 
(Human Rights Watch, Washington, DC, Nov 715) 


[Previous issue Chad, page 1802] 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. 43 dead in latest drive against rebels: In 
the latest joint UN-Congolese military operation that 
started, Nov 14, in northeastern Democratic Repub- 
lic of Congo (DR) military officers said at least 40 
putamen and three government soldiers had been 
killed. 


"We are still searching [for bodies] so the number of the dead 
could increase," Capt Olivier Mputu, the army spokesman in the 
region, said, Nov 15, at a news conference. At least four 
government soldiers were wounded, he said. 


The fighting began in Ituri District along the Semiliki River, 
which flows south from Lake Albert near the border with Uganda. 
Mputu said the operation was continuing but that the area was 
already under army control. 

"There are no more militiamen in the area," he said. The 
spokesman for the UN Mission in the DR (MONUC), Lt-Col 
Thierry Provendier, said MONUC had provided 350 troops, 
armoured vehicles and 14 boats for the operation. The action is 
aimed against a new militia known as the Mouvement Revolu- 
tionnaire Congolais (MRC) which, Provendier said, was formed 
in August. "There are now only scattered rebel groups there and 
they do not represent a real threat," he said. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, Nov 17) 

Thousands displaced as army attacks militias in north- 
east: Thousands of civilians are fleeing fighting that has been 
raging since Nov 14 between the UN-backed Congolese army 
and local militias around the Semliki River in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DR)’s northeastern district of Ituri, an aid 
Official said. 


_ "The displaced people need food, shelter and medicine, 
especially those who did not have time to collect their 
belongings,” said Modibo Traor, the head of UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Bunia, capital of Ituri 
District. He said 1,400 families had arrived at the town of 
Komanda, 75 km southwest of Bunia. Most are from the village 
of Mandibe, south of the Semliki River that separates Congo 
and Uganda. 

Another 2,000 families have arrived farther south of Bunia 
in Kagaba, he said. Many of them are residents of Gety town 
where soldiers have launched an attack to regain positions they 
lost to militiamen on November 11. 

He said that by Nov 15, 160 displaced families had arrived 
in Bunia and some 120 families were camped in and around the 
villages of Marabo and Nyakunde, some 40 km southwest of 
Bunia. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bunia, 
Nov 17) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page1815] 


EGYPT 


a. Close race in Cairo as Egypt goes to polls: 
Egyptians went to the polis, Nov 9, in the first of 
three rounds of parliamentary elections. 

Around 1,760 candidates are competing for 164 seats in dohi 
provinces, including Cairo where the race has been hotly 
contested and results are uncertain. 
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While President Hosni Mubarak's National Democratic Party 
(NDP) is certain to win yet another substantial majority, it could 
lose a number of seats to independents put forward by the 
banned but tolerated Muslim Brotherhood and the United 
National Front for Change, a coalition of Marxists, centrist of the 
Wafd party, and Nasserites. 


Reformers hope that these two groups will win a credibie 
number of seats in order to demonstrate that Egypt is moving 
towards democracy. 


The majority of the 5,310 candidates running for all 444 seats 
are independents, many of them NDP members who were not 
nominated by the party but can be expected to close ranks with 
it if they are elected, expanding the party's representation. 


This amounted to a majority of 85 per cent in the outgoing 
national assembly. 


The fate of four Cabinet ministers and eight NDP chairmen 
of parliamentary committees is to be decided in the round, three 
of the latter being close associates of Gamal Mubarak, the son 
and probable political heir of the president who recently won a 
“fth six-year term in office. 


The other 18 provinces will vote on November 20 and 
December 1 and the outcome may not be known until the middle 
of that month. 


Although the campaign has been largely peaceful, there have 
been reports of widespread harassment of opposition candidates 
by NDP supporters, vote buying, pre-NDP bias amongst election, 
and mult-registration of voters. ` 

However, in an attempt to prevent vote rigging transparent 
ballot boxes have been introduced and a Cairo court has ruled 
that the monitors from the Egyptian human rights and non-gov- 
ernmental organizations should be given “unfettered access" to 
all polling stations. (Deccan Herald, Bangalore, Nov 10) 


[Previous issue Egypt, page 1792] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Federal High Court sentences genocide 
convicts up to 23 year prison terms: The 
Ethiopian Federal High Court sentenced five defen- 
dants convicted of genocide and crime against 
humanity while serving under different positions in 
the then Chebo-Gurage Awraja of Shoa Province 
from 11 to 23 year prison terms. 


The Court sentenced convicts Gebre Demisse, Adugna Birru 
and Private Abraham Gebre-Silassie to 23, 20 and 13 years 
imprisonment respectively while convicts Fantu Dereje and 
Adnew Bekele were sent to 12 and 11 years behind bars. 


Gebre Demisse got the sentence after the court found him 
guilty of involving in the murder of 51 people and torture of 11 
persons and setting ablaze houses of two individuals. 

The court passed the verdict on the second convict Adugna 
Birru after it found him guilty of involving in the killing of 28 
persons and inflicting physical injury on one person as well as 
setting fire on houses of nine people. 

Convict Private Abraham Gebre-Selassie got the sentence 
after the court found him guilty of participating in the murder of 
four people and inflicting physical injury on one individual. 
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Fantu Dereje was sent behind bars for his involvement in the 
killing of seven persons and inflicting physical injury on eight 
people while Adnew was convicted of involving in the murder of 

„nine persons and inflicting physical injury on one persons. 
(Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, Nov 18) 


b. Two journalists detained in crackdown: 
Ethiopian authorities have detained another two 
editors, bringing the number of journalists arrested 
since political unrest erupted two weeks ago to 
eight. 

Sources told CPJ that security forces arrested Andualem 
Ayle of the private, Amharic-language weekly Ethiop, and Nardos 
Meaza of the private, Ambharic-language weekly Safanaw, 
recently. The government began a crackdown on independent 
media and threatened to charge some journalists with treason, 
an offence that carries the death penalty, after the protests 
erupted. : 


International news organisations said that more than 40 
people were killed in clashes between security forces and 
opposition supporters who accused Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
of rigging polls in May which returned him to power. 


"The Committee to Protect Journalists is outraged by these 
ongoing arrests," said Ann Cooper, CPJ executive director. 


"We call on the Ethiopian authorities to abandon any idea of 


bringing treason charges against journalists, and to end this © 


blatant attempt to shut down the country’s independent media.” 
(Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, Nov 14) 


[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1816] 


GABON 


a. Gabon receives US$15 million for natural 
resources management: The World Bank, Nov 15, 
approved an International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD) loan ‘of US$15 million to 
support the Government of Gabon’s efforts towards 
improved management of natural resources. 


The Natural Resources Management Development Policy 
Loan will support the implementation of Gabon's sector pro- 
gramme for forests, fisheries, biodiversity and environment, 
which is also backed by other development partners. 


The loan will also support Gabon’s implementation of the 
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative in the oil and mining 
sectors. , 


"Policies and actions supported by this operation focus on 
transparency and accountability, on protecting the environment, 
strengthening law enforcement, ensuring equitable sharing of 
revenue, and fostering public participation. 


By doing so, this project seeks to promote more socially and 
environmentally responsible practices, and to dissuade others.” 
said Laurent Debroux, Task Team Leader for the project. 

"It aims to help the government and local communities to 
access an equitable share of the revenues, and to curb illegal 
extraction of natural resources. (World Bank, Washington, DC, 
Nov 15) 


[Previous issue Gabon, page 1804] 
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GUINEA 


a. Students clash with police as strike dis- 
rupts schools, hospitals: Student protesters 
clashed with police, and a strike called by Guinea’s 


oldest trade union disrupted schools and health 


services, as anger over the country’s economic 
woes spilled out of the workplace. 


"Since the increase in fuel prices in May 2005 and the 
increase in the prices of basic goods and services, not a penny 
has been added to workers’ wages,” Yamoussa Toure, Deputy 
Secretary General of the National Confederation of Guinean 
Workers (CNTG), said. 


The CNTG called a two-day strike starting, Nov 15, to 
demand a four-fold increase in wages and pensions, as well as 


` the establishment of a basic wage and a labour disputes tribunal, 


and improved transport. Backed by country’s three trade union 
groupings, the Guinean Workers Trade Union (USTG), the 
stoppage disrupted schools and offices and forced hospitals to 
offer minimal services, with scores of patients lined up for help 
at the capital’s main Donka hospital. i 


"This is now our last resort," said one worker at the Social 
Services ministry. "We have been taken for granted for too long 
by the (President Lansana) Conte regime.” The president of 21 
years has faced spiralling anger in the last couple of years over 
skyrocketing inflation that is sapping the already meagre incomes 
of those Guineans lucky enough to have a job. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Conakry, Nov 15) 


[Previous issue Guinea, page 1816] 


KENYA 


a. Controversy mars countdown to constitu- 
tional referendum: Controversy, invective and 
violence have marred the run-up to the first-ever 
referendum in Kenya, which will either reject or ratify 
a proposed new constitution, Nov 21. 


More than half of the 11 million registered voters are expected 
to turn out at polling stations across the country. The referendum 
debate has bitterly divided the nation. Since the start of the 
campaign nearly three months ago, political rallies across the 
country have been the scene of violent clashes between rival 
camps and police. Thus far, eight people have died and scores 
were injured in rallies in Mombasa, Kisumu, Kakamega and 
Garissa. 


The two sides of the referendum question have traded blows, 
insults, lies and propaganda, prompting church leaders to hold 
prayer services for a peaceful outcome. Some Nairobi-based 
diplomats also fear that the country might plunge into chaos after 
the vote. In the last few days, however, there has been a tentative 
caim, with tough police measures in place. 


The fight over the proposed new constitution has polarised 
the two blocs, identified by the banana symbol for "Yes" and the 
orange for "No". President Mwai Kibaki supports the "Yes" camp, 
while his roads minister, Raila Odinga, and five other cabinet 
ministers are leading the "No" campaign in what looks like a 
cabinet revolt. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Nairobi, Nov 18) 
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b. Closed radio station back on air: The 
Kalenjin vernacular radio station Kass FM was back 
on air, Nov 18, barely a day after the Government 
said it was a threat to national security. 

in a surprise move, the Communication Commission of 
Kenya (CCK)allowed the station to resume the sound broadcast- 
ing it withdrew two days ago. At the same time, the Government 
issued a new code of regulations to curb allegations of incitement 
by broadcasting stations. 

Information Minister Raphael Tuju warned stations they 
would be held responsible for the content of their broadcasts 
even if offending content came from audiences. He said in a 
communique circulated to all broadcasting houses that stations 


should put up screening systems to check contributions from - 


listeners before going on air. Stations that cannot manage hate 
messages from politicians or callers should record their pro- 
grammes before they broadcast, he said. In the circular, the 
Minister said CCK has-been instructed to record all broadcasts 
from FM stations for the next five days and those found to engage 
in hate campaigns would be closed down. . 

"All broadcast stations should keep records for at least 90 
days," he said. He cautioned politicians against inciting 
people to violence during the referendum period. Kass FM 
general manager Joseph Towett said, Nov 18, the move to 
rescind the ban was a victory for democracy and press freedom. 
(East African Standard, Nairobi, Nov 19) 


[Previous issue Kenya, page 1817] 


” LESOTHO 


a. Memorandum of understanding signed 
with South Africa: South Africa and Lesotho have 
pledged to increase scientific and technical co-op- 
eration in the field of medical education. 


A memorandum of understanding (MOU) on health signed 
by the health ministers of the two countries, Nov 10, agreed to 
exchange medical expertise and arrangements. The two SADC 
countries have also agreed to closely collaborate on the 
formulation of pharmaceutical policies, sharing of information on 
HIV and AIDS in the area of treatment and care policy; and to 
promote financing between the parties. 

The MOU is entered into in accordance with the goals of the 
South Africa/ Lesotho Joint Bilateral Commission for Co-opera- 
tion signed by the heads of the two countries. Speaking at the 
signing ceremony, South Africa’s Health Minister Manto 
Tshabalala-Msimang said the agreement was an important tool 
for achieving the promotion of social and economic development. 
(BuaNews, Tshwane, Nov 11) 


{Previous issue Lesotho, page 1755] 


LIBERIA 


a. First woman elected head of state in Africa: 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, who waged a fierce presiden- 
tial campaign against the soccer star George Weah, 
emerged victorious, Oct 28, in her quest to lead 
war-torn Liberia. 

She became the first woman elected head of state in modern 
African history. 





African Chronicle l :1829 





She was Harvard educated economist and former World 
Bank official. "Everything is on our side,” said Morris Dukuly, a 
spokesman for Ms Johnson-Sirleaf. "The voters have chosen a 
new and brighter future". . 

With 97 per cent of the runoff vote counted, Ms Johnson- 
Sirleaf achieved an insurmountable lead ‘with 59 per cent, 
compared with Weah's 41 per cent, in a nation where women 
make up more than half the electorate. Dukuly said Ms 
Johnson-Sirleaf held off formally declaring victory because 
Weah, who won the first round of the election in October and 
enjoyed broad support among Liberia’s huge youth population, 
had-alleged that the results were tainted by fraud. 

Weah told reporters in Monrovia that he had submitted a 
formal complaint to the Supreme Court, which will investigate. 
International observers said that while there were some minor 
irregularities, they were too small to change the outcome. 
(Asian Age, New Delhi, Nov 4 3) 

[Previous issue Liberia, page 1818] 


MALI 


a. Yellow fever epidemic in Kayes: An yellow 
fever epidemic has been confirmed in the Kayes 
region of western Mali, the World Health Organisa- 
tion said, Nov 11. 


The Malian government has notified WHO of 14 suspected 
yellow fever deaths and 21 suspected cases of the mosquito- 
borne disease recorded between Oct 7 and Oct 27, according 
to a WHO press statement. WHO and the Malian health ministry 
- along with Medecins Sans Frontieres - have sent investigation 
and vaccination teams to the region. A single case of yellow 
fever is officially an epidemic according to WHO classifications. 
Among 14 blood specimens sent to the WHO yellow fever centre 
in the Senegalese capital, Dakar, four have tested positive for 
yellow fever. The main city in the region, also called Kayes, is 
about 500 kilometres northwest of the Malian capital Bamako, 
close to the border with Senegal. 

In late September, one case of yellow fever was confirmed 
in the eastern Senegalese city of Tambacounda, 250 kilometres 
from the city of Kayes. 

Tambacounda and Kayes lie on the main overland trade route 
that links the Senegalese port city of Dakar with Mali's landlocked 
capital. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks. 
Dakar, Nov 11) 


[Previous issue Mali, page 1806] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Journalist and his assistant jailed: Moulaye 
Najim, a journalist with Points Chauds newspaper, 
and Abdel Ouid Sejad, his assistant, were jailed, 
Oct 19, for allegedly publishing pornographic pic- 


tures taken at- Nouakchott Civilian Prison. 


Najim has since been released, but Sejad remains in jail. 


The State Prosecutor said the charge against Najim and 
Sejad is under Section 231 of the Penal Code and Section 05 
of the law on broadcast media productions. These sections 
impose prison terms of one to three years on “anyone who 
broadcasts or publishes images showing total human nudity 
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which are unacceptable.” According to Media Foundation for 
West Africa (MFWA)-Mauritania sources, Points Chauds publish- 
ed pornographic pictures of Nagi Ahmed Jiddou, a prisoner who 
had been sentenced to 21 years in jail for murdering his mother. 


The pictures were reportedly taken at the office of the prison 
warden at Nouakchott Civilian Prison. The journalists were sent 
to the same prison, placing them at the mercy of the prison 
officers whose practices they have denounced. (International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
Nov 8) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1819] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Assembly passes Bill to simplify currency: 
The Mozambican parliament, the Assembly of the 
Republic, Nov 16, passed the first reading of a 
government Bill designed to make the country’s 
currency, the metical, more manageable, by lopping 
off the last three digits. 


The Bill establishes a rate of conversion of.one to a thousand. 
Thus the current 1,000 metical coin will be worth one metical in 
what the government refers to as the "new family" of the currency. 
The largest current banknote, for 500,000 meticais, will be worth 
500 meticais in the "new family". The metical was introduced in 
1980 to replace the colonial currency, the escudo, and started 
off at parity with the escudo, and an’exchange rate of about 40 
-~ jo the US dollar. 


In those days the smallest coin was for 50 centavos (half a 
metical), and the largest note had the face value of 1,000 
` meticais. But huge devaluations in the late 1980s and early 
1990s, pushed the exchange rate up until it eventually reached 
the current 29,000 meticais to the dollar. Small items cost 
thousands of meticais, and even the statutory minimum wage is 
. now over a million meticais. 


Introducing the Bill, Finance Minister Manuel Chang argued 
in favour of knocking off the last three zeroes, on grounds of 
efficiency and convenience. (Agencia de Informacao de 
„Mocambique, Maputo, Nov 16) 


b. Loan for share in gas pipeline signed: The 
genera! director of the European Investment Bank 
(EIB), Jean-Louis Biancarelli, Nov 15, signed a loan 
agreement with Issufo Abdullah, chairman of 
Mozambique’s National Hydrocarbon Company 
(ENH), under which the EIB is to finance part of 
ENH’s acquisition of a share in the gas pipeline from 
Inhambane province to South Africa. 


The pipeline is owned by the South African petrochemical 
‘giant, Sasol, but ENH has an option of up to 25 per cent. Similarly 
the South African government may take 25 per cent in the 
pipeline company, Rompco, leaving Sasol with 50 per cent. 


ENH is exercising its option through a subsidiary, CMG 
(Mozambique Pipeline Company), which is 80 per cent owned 
by ENH, and 20 per cent by Igepe, the government body that 
handles state shareholdings. The EIB loan of 35 million Euros 
buys 11 per cent of the pipeline. (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, Nov 15) 


c. Two drug traffickers sentenced: The Sofala 
Provincial Court, sitting in the central Mozambican 
city of Beira, Nov 8, sentenced two Mozambican 
women to lengthy prisons terms. for drug trafficking, 
reports the Maputo daily Noticias. 

Gineca Ana Cacilda da Silva, 39, was arrested at Beira 
international airport on May 11, in possession of 74 capsules of 
cocaine in her stomach, and was sentenced to 18 years and 
two months in prison for drug trafficking and for insulting a police 
officer. i 


She had travelled from Sao Paulo, in Brazil, with the drugs 


_in her stomach, and was heading for the tourist resort of 


Vilankulo, in the southern province of Inhambane. On her arrest, 
da Silva admitted that she was carrying drugs in her body, and 
tried to bribe a policeman with 37 US dollars to let her go free. 
The policeman refused. The judge found aggravating circum- 
stances, namely the attempted bribery and the evidence that 


. She had made two earlier trips to Brazil, with the purpose of 


bringing illegal drugs back to Mozambique. The second trafficker, 
Dulce Tovela, 22, was arrested at the same airport, on December 
15, 2004, in possession of 38 capsules of cocaine, found in her 
luggage. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 
Nov 9) 


d. Hundreds of policemen dying of AIDS: The 
AIDS epidemic is killing between 500 and 600 
Mozambican policemen a year, according to the 
alban commander of the police, Miguel dos 

antos. 


He said that currently there is one police officer for every 
1,100 inhabitants (which, given the current size of the population, 
means that the police force is about 18,000 strong). In the past, 
the commander added, the ratio was one policemen for every 
400 or 500 people. : 

Dos Santos was speaking at the graduation of 1,195 ne 
police officers, Nov 18, at the Matalana basic police training. 
centre. He feared that these new graduates may not represent 
much of an improvement in terms of numbers if one takes into 
account that another 600 or so policemen are likely to be lost 


` to AIDS within the next 12 months. 


He said that the police train about 1,200 new officers every 
year, but that does not produce the desired effect because of 
deaths, notably from AIDS, and also because of the regular 
expulsion from the force of policemen who commit serious 


offences. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 


Nov 18) 
[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1819] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Namibian economic growth slowing down: 
Namibia’s economic growth is expected to decline 
in 2005 due to a slow-down in the main export 
sectors of diamonds, uranium and fishing, central 
bank governor Tom Alweendo said, Nov 17. 

Speaking before business leaders and diplomats during his 
annual address in Windhoek, Alweendo said Namibia’s eco- 
nomic growth is expected to be 3.2%, lower than the 3.8% the 
central bank had forecast at the beginning of the year. 
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Economic growth is also lower than the 6% recorded in 2004. 
Alweendo said growth in 2005 had been lower than the growth 
tate of 6% recorded in 2004. "The dece'eration in growth is 
mainly attributed to the slowdown in both diamond and uranium 
production as well as the contraction of the fishing sector by 
about 8%", said Alweendo. The severe contraction of the fishing 
sector is mainly explained by the high oil prices and the strong 
local currency. Other sectors such as manufacturing and 
construction are projected to contribute positively to growth over 
the next two years. The actual growth rates may exceed the 
projections if the inflation rate and interest rates continue to stay 
at a low level, while’ commodity prices continue to improve and 
favourable climatic conditions prevail for agriculture and fishing, 
the governor said. ‘ 


He said although the economy recorded an ‘average of 4.4%. 


growth rate for the past five years, this had been insufficient to 
make a significant impact on poverty and the level of unemploy- 
ment that now stands above 30%. (Namibia Economist, 
Windhoek, Nov 18) 


b. Criminal justice system overstretched: 
Manpower shortages, tardy police investigations 
and not enough money to employ more staff have 
all been cited as the reasons for the wheels of justice 
turning so slowly in Namibia. 

Prosecutor General Martha Imalwa said, Nov 17, that the 
massive backlog of cases in the country’s Magistrate’s Courts 
was because there were just not enough trained Police officers 
to conduct proper investigations. “Until we have an effective 
criminal justice system, we can forget talking about democracy, 
the rule of law, investment and peace and stability. 

The criminal justice system is the core to all of this," Imalwa 
told the parliamentary standing committee on constitutional and 
legal affairs, which is currently probing the slow rate at which 
criminal cases are investigated and prosecuted. Imalwa said 
Namibia had lost the experienced Police detectives it had at 
Independence because there were no incentives to make them 
stay on in the civil service. 


"We cannet keep them because we have no money to pay 
' them. It extends to the prosecution as well, and to the bench," 
she told the committee. (The Namibian, Windhoek, Nov 18) 


[Previous issue Namibia, page 1820] 


NIGERIA 


a. Laptop for each Nigerian kid: Nigeria and 
five other countries have been named the first 
beneficiaries of the One-Laptop-One-Child Initiative. 

Others are Egypt, India, Brazil, China and Thailand. 

Chairman of the initiative, Prof Nichclas Negroponte who 
disclosed this in Tunis, Nov 16, said the laptops would be 
distributed through various governments of benefiting nations. 
Also, Nigeria has redeemed its 0.5 million Euros (aboout N87.5 
million) to the Digital Solidarity Fund, President Olusegun 
Obasanjo has said. 

Meanwhile, Initial distribution of the laptops is expected by 
first quarter of 2006. 

Prof Negroponte also noted that dealing with governments 
strictly is difficult, but the concept is because the laptops are 


slated for usage in improving standard of education mostly in 
developing countries. "This is because education is a public 
good," he said, Stressing that it does not make sense to deal 
with peopie who are keen on making profits. He emphasised in 
that open source is the best thing that could happen to the 
initiative as it would boost the project penetration. (Daily 
Champion, Lagos, Nov 18) 

b. Over 2,000 Nigerians being deported from 
Cameroon: Over 2,000 Nigerians are facing depor- 
tation from the Republic of Cameroon. 


However, the first set of 340 arrived in Calabar from 
Cameroon, Nov 14, by sea on board a merchant vessel. Another 
set of the returnees was expected in Calabar, Nov 16. 


On arrival, the Customs and Immigration officials took the 
deportees for formal documentation, after which they were taken 
to a transit camp. At the uncompleted school buildings where 
they were kept, policemen disallowed reporters from talking to 
the deportees. An armed inspector and four other policemen 
claimed that the people had not been quartered in the premises. 


But some dresses and shoes spread outside were pointers 
to the fact that the returnees were camped there. At the State 
Emergency Management Agency's office on Barracks Road, 
teporters were told by an official that the deportees were taken 
to camp, Nov 14. 


Welcoming the returnees, Secretary to the State Govern- 
ment, Johnson Ebokpo, told them that the Federal Government 
had the ability to protect Nigerians whereever they might be. He 
asked them to "feel at home," adding that their governments 
would be contacted and plans put in place to take them home 
for resettlement. (Vanguard, Lagos, Nov 16) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1820] 


` RWANDA 


a. Former. mayor pleads guilty: The former 
mayor of Gikoro commune, Kigali Rural prefecture, 
Paul Bisengimana, Nov 17, entered a plea of guilty 
to two counts of crimes against humanity—murder 
and extermination—and denied other charges of 
genocide, complicity to commit genocide and rape. 


Bisengimana, 57, was arrested in Mali on December 4, 2001 
and was transferred to the Tribunal’s detention facility in Arusha, 
three months later. The accused ‘made his initial appearance on 
March 18, 2002 and pleaded not guilty to twelve charges. The 
accused recently agreed with the Prosecutor before he decided 
to change his stand. In return for the guilty plea, the prosecution 
will withdraw the other charges against him. 


Bisengimana is the fifth defendant to plead not guilty at the 
tribunal. The others were Italian-Belgian journalist Georges 
Ruggiu, the former militia chief Omar Serushago and the former 
municipal councilor Vincent Rutaganira, who all received rela- 
tively low sentences. The other was former Prime Minister Jean 
Kambanda who was sentenced to life in prison. (Hirondelle 
News Agency, Lausanne, Nov 17) 


Genocide survivors in danger, says Ibuka: Genocide 
survivors “will be wiped out" if the Rwandan government does 
not step up their security and bring to justice murderers intent 
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on destroying evidence in genocide trials, the biggest genocide 
survivors organisation in Rwanda said, Nov 15. 

“Policies of tolerance and reconciliation have led to less and 
less punishment for criminals and now some people are not 
afraid of killing”, said Benoit Kaboyi, a spokesperson. 

Verediyana Nyiransabana was reportedly clubbed to death 
before her body was dumped in a river. This-happened a few 
hours after she had testified in a local genocide trial, said Kaboyi. 
"The government should see to it that such cases are followed 
up diligently and-perpetrators punished severely", said Kaboyi. 


According to the police, attackers used an iron bar to shatter 
John Muhinda’s head as he cycled home. 


Speaking at his burial, the president of genocide survivor's | 


organization said that there was evidence that the attack had taken 
place during the day in a populated section of the town amidst 
cheers from some passers-by. (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, Nov 15) ; i 

‘Kagame ordered shooting down of Habyarimana’s 
plane’: The major allegation in a book entitled Rwanda L’histoire 
secrete by Lieut Abdul Ruzibiza, recently published, is that the 
current Rwandan president, Paul Kagame, ordered the shooting 
down of a plane carrying former President Juvena! Habyarimana 
on April 6, 1994 thereby triggering off the genocide. 

"It is him who gave the order to shoo! down the plane", said 
35-year old Ruzibiza, a defector from the former rebel Rwandese 
Patriotic Front (RPF) now in power in Kigali. Ruzibiza claims to 
have been a member of the "network commando" which shot 
down the plane. His.book published in Paris is a war diary that 
retraces "the October war day by day" and the ensuing atrocities 
committed by different factions especially members of the RPF. 

The armed conflict which took place in Rwanda between 
‘October 1990 and July 1994 was christened the "October War". 
Nearly all bocks on the Rwandan genocide gave a wide coverage 
to human rights violations committed by the government side 
but very little has been documented in the zone controlled by 
the RPF. l 

As an "insider", Ruzibiza was on many fronts and had first 
hand information on what went on in the "liberated" zones where 
the population was huddled together and killed en masse. 
{Hirondelle News, Agency, Lausanne, Nov 14) 

{Previous issue Rwanda, page 1820] 


SENEGAL 


a. Journalist wins international anti-graft 
award: A Senegalese investigative journalist who 
spent ten years exposing corruption in his country 
ts a joint winner of the ‘Integrity Award 2005’ of the 
anti-graft watchdog Transparency International. 


Journalist Abdou Latif Coulibaly devoted ten years to fighting ` 


corruption and bringing to light financial scandals, embezzlement 
cases and irregularities in public contracting. The other co-winner 
is an auditor from Indonesia. 


Peter Eigen, 67, who founded Transparency International (TI) 
` 12 years ago, said at the award ceremony, November 11, that 
Coulibaly and Khairiansyah Salman were "heroes who stood up 
in the face of corruption, and succeeded in improving the lives 
of their countrymen." When Coulibaly published a book in 2003 
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about Senegal’s poor governance, attempts were made to 
silence him. Other African winners of the TI awards in recent 
years include Naftali Lagat, a.Kenyan police officer, and Dr Dora 
Akungili of Nigeria. (Catholic Information Service for Africa, 
Nairobi, Nov 15) ` 


[Previous issue Senegal, page 1809] 


SIERRA LEONE 


- a. UNMIL mandated to arrest Charles Taylor: 
The United Nations Security Council, Nov 11, 
mandated the United Nations Mission. in Liberia 
(UNMIL) to facilitate the transfer of Charles Taylor 
to the Special Court and keep the Security Council, 
Liberian and Sierra Leonean governments fully 
informed. i 


The UN Security Council observed that the return of Charles 
Taylor to Liberia would constitute an impediment to that country’s 
stability and a threat to its peace. "Unanimously adopting 
resolution 1638 (2005) under Chapter VII of the United Nations 
Charter, the Council decided also that, as a part of its additional 
mandate, the former President remained under indictment by 
the Court," the release stated. It added the Council also 
expressed its appreciation to Nigerian President Olusegun 
Obasanjo for his country's contribution to restoring stability in 
Liberia and the West African sub-region. 

However, Brazil believed that national institutions should 
exercise the promotion of the rule of law while Argentina joined 
the consensus on the understanding that post-conflict..peace 
building in Liberia must be conducted with respect for law and 
justice.(Concord Times, Freetown, Nov 15) 


[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1821] 


SOMALIA 


a. Nine killed as interim Prime Minister’s 
convoy ambushed: At least nine people were killed 
and several others injured, Nov 6, when a convoy 
of cars carrying interim Prime Minister Ali Muham- 
mad Gedi was ambushed in a Mogadishu suburb, 
sources in the Somali capital said. 

"A remote-controlled device went off as the vehicle carrying 
the Prime Minister was passing by," said Abdirahman Dinari, the 
government spokesman. 

Gedi was visitirig from Jowhar, where the Transitional Federal 
Government (TFG) is based. It was his second visit to Mogadishu 
since his appointment as prime minister in 2004. Gedi's last trip 
to the capital was marred by an explosion while he was 
addressing a public rally at a football stadium on May 3. The 
blast killed 15 people and injured 50, medical sources said at 
the time. g 

Dinari said the Prime Minister and his entourage were 
travelling from the airport into the centre of the city when gunmen 
attacked the convoy, hurling grenades and detonating a 
remote-controlled landmine. “Between seven and nine people 
were killed and about 20 injured, five of them seriously," reported 
a medical source. . 

Most of the injured were taken to Hayat and Medina hospitals, 
both in south Mogadishu, according to Muhammad Ibrahim, a 
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doctor at Medina hospital. Gedi was saddened by the loss of life 
and sent condolences to the families of those who died, said 
Dinari. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Nairobi, Nov 7} 

b. Security Council condemns violations of 
arms embargo: The United Nations Security Coun- 
cil, Nov 9,: condemned the increased inflow of 
weapons into the country and the attempted assas- 
sination of the Prime Minister, Nov 6. 


, The condemnation came in a presidential statement read by 

Ambassador Andrey Denisov of Russia, who holds the rotating 
Council presidency for November, after a closed briefing by the 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia, 
Franois Lonsny Fall. 


"The Security Council condemns the increased inflow of 
weapons into Somalia and. the continuous violations of the United 
Nations arms embargo,” the statement said. 


The Council reminded all States of their obligation to comply 
fully with the measures imposed on them by the embargo 
resolution and urged them to take all necessary steps to hold 
violators accountable. 


"The Security Council expresses its concem over recent 
reported military activities and hostile rhetoric and emphasises 
that any resort to military force as a means for dealing with the 
current differences within the transitional federal institutions is 
unacceptable. (UN News Service, New York, Nov 9) 


(Previous issue-Somalia, page 1821} 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. De Beers to reverse apartheid legacy: De 
Beers is set to unveil the biggest shake-up in its 
117-year history when it hands over part of its South 
African mining arm to black investors. 


The company established by Cecil Rhodes is reacting to 
pressure from the South African Government to increase black 
representation and reverse years of marginalisation started 
under apartheid. 


De Beers Consolidated Mines (DBCM) appointed David Noko 
as its first black managing director-designate two months ago, 
but it will now go much further with more than 15 per cent of 
the company expected to be put in the hands of a new black 
investment group. f 


The details will be revealed by DBCM's chairman, Nivky 
Oppenheimer, and his managing director, and younger brother, 
Jonathan Oppenheimer, in the presence of Lindiwe Hendricks, 
Mining Minister. 


On Nov 7, the company refused to give details of a 
restructuring that will cause waves across the mining sector but 
could improve De Beers’ image. This has been damaged by 
charges of exploiting the Bushmen in Botswana, which it denies. 


A London-based mining analyst said an ownership change 
at De Beers was another sign that the company could lose 
its grip on the sector. "This should be good news for smaller 
diamond-mining firms," he said. (Guardian, London/Hindu, 
New Delhi, Nov 9) 





African Chronicle 1833 


b..South African firm takes legal steps against 
Volcker panel: South African oil company imvume, 
implicated in the corruption-riddled oil-for-food pro- 
gramme, has taken legal steps against a committee 
appointed by the United Nations to investigate 
irregularities. 


"Steps have already been taken to institute legal proceedings 
in New York against the IIC (Independent Inquiry Committee) 
and an action claiming damages will be issued shortly," said a 
company statement. 


Imvume and its sister company, Mentego, owned by South 
African businessman Sandi Majali, are accused of paying 
kickbacks, called a "surcharge", to secure a contract for two 
million barrels of oil from Iraq. 


The company described the allegations as ‘untrue, reckless, 
irresponsible and highly damaging and defamatory”. 


A statement attributed to Majali and the Imvume Manage- 
ment said that they.met two senior investigators from the IIC on 
June 30, 2005 for a five-hour interview. 


Majali specifically denied having paid any kickbacks to the 
Iraqi authorities at all. The investigators did not contest this," the 
statement said. 


The investigators refused to provide him or the company with 
any of the documents presented at the interview but gave a 
firm and formal undertaking of confidentiality. ` 

Shortly after the interview, the investigators gave journalists 
from the Mail & Guardian documents withheld from imvume and 
Majali and disclosed to the weekly much of what was discussed 
at the interview, contrary to the undertaking, it said. 


The M & G reported that Imvume paid Iraq $60,000 of a 
promised $4,64,000 to obtain a contract to buy two million barrels _ 
of oil for South Africa’s Strategic Fuel Fund. 


The newspaper also said Majali used the names of both 
South African President Thabo Mbeki and the ruling African 
National Congress secretary-general Kgalema Motlanthe when 
he sought crude from Iraq. 


The report has raised what imvume called a "media and 
political furore” in South Africa. The company said in the 
statement that it denied that it had paid, caused or facilitated 
any such kickbacks. (Hindu, New Delhi, Nov 12) 


c. South Africa leads the way in stem-cell 
therapy for cardiac patients: Lazaron Biotech- 
nologies, the company that set up SA's first 
stem-cell bank, is now planning to offer stem-cell 
therapy to patients with failing hearts. 


Heart transplants are the last hope for most patients with 
late stage heart failure who have run out of other treatment 
options. But the procedure is invasive, expensive and requires 
finding a suitable donor. Stem-cell therapy appears to offer a 
promising alternative, with cardiologists in the US, Europe 
and South America reporting dramatic improvements in 
patients treated in this way. In most cases the cells are 
harvested from the patient's own body, and injected into their 
heart tissue to rejuvenate the failing organ. (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, Nov 18) 


[Previous issue South Africa, page 1821] 
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SUDAN 


a. Killings reported in south Darfur, says UN: 
The UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) said, Nov 10, 
that it had received an unconfirmed report that some 
1,500 armed men had attacked and burned six 
villages in South Darfur, killing 18 people. 


UNMIS said the report indicated that on Nov 6 and Nov 7, 
the armed group travelling on camels, horses and in vehicles 
killed the 18 victims, wounded 16 others, and attacked and 
burned the villages of Dar-es-Salam, Jamali, Funfo, Tabeldyad, 
Um Djantara and Um Putrum in the Gereida area of South Darfur. 


The UN mission said that the African Union (AU) had been 
notified of those reports and intended to investigate them, the 
UN News Service reported. In another development, Jan Pronk, 
the UN Secretary-General’s special representative in Sudan, said 
he had informed the Sudanese government that a UN expert 
panel monitoring the arms embargo was mishandled. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Nov 11) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1822] 


SWAZILAND 


a. Death to child rapists in fight against AIDS: 
In response to growing alarm over Swaziland’s HIV 
infection rate, a draft law proposing the death 
penalty for child rape and the intentional transmis- 
sion of the virus was released recently. 


“Any person who is convicted of rape under this Bill is liable 
to death penalty if the victim is below the age of 14 years, or to 
the death penalty if HIV and AIDS are an aggravating factor, or 
to the death penalty where such person has parental power over 
the child,” reads the Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Bill 
of 2005. The death penalty proposed in the Bill for fathers or 
guardians who rape and infect children in their charge with HIV 
is in response tc.widely reported incidents of AIDS-related incest. 


Swaziland has the world’s highest HIV infection rate 
estimated at around 40 per cent of adults. Attempts by health 
workers to disabuse HIV-positive men of the myth that sleeping 
with a virgin cures them of the virus have not been entirely 
successful. Consensual sex may also become a capital crime if 
an HIV-positive person does not use condoms. "A person who 
is HIV positive or has a life threatening sexually transmitted 
disease who engages in unprotected sex with another person 
and intentionally transmits such disease to such a person is guilty 
of an offence and liable on conviction to the death penalty," the 
draft legislation states. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Mbabane, Nov 9) 


[Previous issue Swaziland, page 1822] 


TANZANIA 


a. New UN repatriation route opens for 
155,000 Congolese refugees! Some 155,000 Con- 
golese who fled fighting over the past decade in 
Tanzania will now have the opportunity to go home 
after the United Nations refugee agency officially 
launched a new repatriation operation by boat 
across Lake Tanganyika. 
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"Last year, refugees already started returning home on their 
own in unsafe boats - some 15,000 went home on their own - 
so we felt it prudent to help them by organising proper 
transportation,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in 
Geneva, Nov 11. 





The organised repatriation was made possible by the signing 
of a Tripartite Agreement in September between UNHCR and 
the governments of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR) 
Tanzania under which the agency has chartered the MV 
Mwongozo to ferry the refugees across the lake. 


The Mwongozo, which means "leading the way” in Kiswahili, 
covers in just six hours a crossing that used to take 15 hours 
in the small boats the refugees used to charter themselves. 
(UN News. Service, New York, Nov 11) 


b. 100 Zanzibaris flee to Mombasa in dhows: 
At least 100 Zanzibari members of the opposition 
Civic United Front (CUF) party have fled to 
Mombasa to escape arrest on allegations that they 
stirred unrest during the recent elections. 


Some of the political refugees who spoke to The Standard 
in Mombasa, Nov 10, said most of them escaped by dhows and 
landed at Shimoni in the South Coast on November 3. 


They said they took off a day after the Presidential election 
results for the Indian Ocean Island were announced, claiming 
they were being sought for arrest. A Civic United Front (CUF) 
activist, Mzee Haji Suleiman, 48, said he escaped by air by road 
to Mombasa after police started looking for him. 


Suleiman, a Zanzibari who has a house in Mombasa at 
Maweni, Kisauni, is housing several of the refugees. Suleiman, 
who had registered as a CUF agent with the Zanzibar Electoral 


Commission, said he slept in a forest to evade arrest. 


Members of CUF, whose leader, Seif Shariff Hammad, came 
second to Abeid Karume of ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM), 
had gone out into the streets to celebrate an alleged early 
election victory before results showed he had lost. (East African 
Standard, Nairobi, Nov 11) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1822] 


TOGO 


a. 54 died in political violence, says report: 
A much-awaited official probe into the political 
violence that rocked Togo said 154 people were 
killed and 654 hurt, and called on the goverment 
to punish those responsible. 


"Those who carried out and ordered these acts of violence 
must be charged," said the 90-page report issued, Nov 10, after 


` a more than four-month-long inquiry in which the eight-member 


committee interrogated more than 1,800 people. 


Set up in May on the orders of then newly-elected 
President Faure Gnassingbe, the National Commission of 
Inquiry placed the blame squarely on the government, 
political leaders, the army and the police and in a series of 
proposals called for a sweeping overhaul of the cous 
institutions and practices. 


November 5—-18, 2005 


African Chronicle 


1835 





Among those questioned by the commission were almost the 
30,000 Togolese who fled to escape persecution in the wave of 
violence that shook the country. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Lome, Nov 11) 


[Previous issue Togo, page 1796] - 


l TUNISIA 
a. Tunisia urged to end human rights viola- 


tions: Women's organisations, individuals and net- - 


works gathered in Tunis for phase Il of the World 
Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) de- 
nounced blatant violations of human rights, freedom 
of expression, access to information and freedom 
of assembly by the Tunisian goverment. 


in a joint statement, women’s organisations observed that 
on November 12, correspondent Christophe Boitanski of the 
French daily Libration who previously reported the on-going 
hunger strike of Tunisian political prisoners, was beaten and 
stabbed by four unidentified assailants near his hotel in Tunis, 
in the presence of police officers who did not take any action to 
stop the attack. 


The Tunisia Monitoring Group, a coalition of 14 organisations 
monitoring freedom of expression in Tunisia, reported that since 
January 2005, the harassment of journalists and dissidents, and 
the imprisonment of individuals critical of the Tunisian govern- 
ment has persisted, and in some cases, escalated. The 
independence of the Tunisian judiciary has also been compro- 
mised: ~~ eee 

Essai Belhassen, coordinator of the Association of Tunisian 
Democratic Women (Association Tunisienne des Femmes De- 
mocrates, ATFD), has been consistently obstructed from partici- 
pating in WSIS-related meetings and events. (Highway Africa 
News Agency, Grahamstown, Nov 17) 


{Previous issue Tunisia, page 1726] 


UGANDA 


a. Museveni elected unopposed: President 
Yoweri Museveni was, Nov 18, returned unopposed 
as chairman of the party at Mandela Sports 
Complex, Namboole. 


The chairman of the party’s electoral commission, Dr 
Ruhakana Rugunda, said, Nov 18: “For the reason of achieve- 
ments, unity and democracy, the Central Executive Committee 
[CEC] considered and recommended to the Naticnai Executive 
Conference [NEC] the name of President Museveni as unop- 
posed for the post of NRM chairperson." 


Rugunda said that CEC invoked its powers and dropped the 
names of those who wanted to contest the chairmanship against 
Museveni. 


There was jubilation after Museven: bagged the post 
unopposed. His long time ally and acting vice chairman, Al Hajji 
Moses Kigongo also took the same post he has held since 1986 
unopposed. 

Meanwhile Defence minister, Amama Mbabazi, looked 


poised to win a tight race for the post of secretary general on 
day five of the Delegates Conference. 


During the robust campaigns, Nov 18, Mbabazi seemed to 
have a slight advantage over his toughest opponent Maj. Gen. 
Kahinda Otafiire. However some Delegates told Daily Monitor 
that it was too early to rule out Otafiire. (Monitor, Kampala, 
Nov 19) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page 1823} 


ZAMBIA 


a. Hunger situation worsens: Office of the 
Vice-President’s Permanent Secretary Benard 
Namachila said over 1.7 million Zambians face 
starvation as the hunger situation has worsened in 
34 districts. 


Parliament, Nov 16, unanimously adopted a motion urging 
government to declare hunger a national disaster. Giving an 
update on the hunger situation, Namachila said the population 
at risk of hunger has increased from 1,232,661 as on July 2005 
to 1,714,385 as the situation continued to worsen. He explained 
that the increase in the number of food deficientdistricts had led 
to an increase in the amount of food relief. “Other districts that 
were initially not assessed have come on board thereby 
increasing the food insecurity of more communities. The 
population at risk has increased from the initial 1,232,661 to 
1,714,385 with the possibility of increasing further,” Namachila 
stated. "The cereal requirement has similarly increased from 
the initial 118,335 metric tonnes to 138,551 metric tonnes, again 
with a possibility of increasing further." He explained that in view 
of these changes, Vice-President Lupando Mwape, at meeting 
held with donors on October 27, appealed for assistance to 
enable Zambia to address the hunger situation. (Post, Lusaka, 
Nov 18) : 


[Previous issue Zambia, page 1823] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. 250 squatters made ‘homeless’ again: 
Prison officers and members of the Zimbabwe 
Republic Police have evicted more than 250 
homeless people who had set up makeshift homes 
at an open space at Tsiga Grounds in Mbare. 


- They have been moved to Hopley Farm. The homeless 
people were living in a poor section of the suburb after 
government demolished their homes in a controversial urban 
clean-up campaign in May. The initial blitz on informal urban 
settlements was roundly condemned by the United Nations, 
Western governments, and local and international human rights 
groups as a gross violation of people’s rights. The families were 
rounded up around 2am and loaded in police trucks and Harare 
council vehicles without prior notice. Most families lost their 
meagre belongings during the process, leaving them to pick up 
broken remnants. The evictees where dumped at Hopley Estate 
where they are under tight security and living in an open space. 
Zimbabwe Lawyers For Human Rights are assisting the evictees 
with the legal paperwork. The lawyers are currently preparing 
arguments for a contempt of court violation. "This is actually 
disgusting. It just shows the nastiness of the whole thing," a 
lawyer -with Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights said. 
(Zimbabwe Independent, Harare, Nov 18) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1823] 
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a. LILONGWE (Malawi): A million prisoners 
languish in African jails: Since November 10, 
1999, Lickson Sikayenera has been incarcerated in 
Maula Prison just outside Malawi's capital city. 


He eats one meal of porridge daily. He spends 14 hours each 
day in a cell with 160 other men, -packed on the concrete floor, 
unable even to move. The water is dirty; the toilets foul. Disease 
is rife. In the case of Sikayenera, who is accused of killing his 
brother, the charges against him have not yet even reached a 
court. Almost certainly, they never will. For sometime after 
November 1999, justice officials lost his case file. His guards 
know where he is. But for all Malawi’s courts know, he does not 
exist. 

"Why is it that my file is missing?" he asked. "Who took my 
file" why do | suffer like this? Should | keep on staying in prison 
just because my file is not found? For how long should I stay in 
prison? For how long?" The inhumanity of African prisons is a 
shame that hides in plain sight. Black Beach Prison in Equatorial 
Guinea is notorious for torture. Food is so scarce in Zambia's 
jail that gangs wield it as an instrument of power. Congo's prisons 
have housed children as young as 8. Kenyan prisoners perish 
from easily curable diseases like gastroenteritis. 


“The conditions are almost the same," said Vera Chirwa, the 
special representative for inmates of the African Commission on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights. "In Malawi, in South Africa, in 
Mozambique, in almost every country | have visited. I've been 
to France, and I've seen the prisons there. In Africa, they would 
be hotels". Some of Africa’s one million or so prisoners—nobody 
knows how many—are not lawbreakers, but victims of incom- 
petence or coiruption or justice systems that are simply 
overwhelmed. Kenya's former prisons commissioner suggested 
last year that with proper legal representation, a fifth of his 
nation’s 55,000 prisoners might be declared innocent". 

Two-thirds of Uganda’s 18,000 prison inmates have not even 
been tried. The same is true of three-fourths, of Mozambique’s 
prisoners, and four-fifths of Cameroon's. 

But the most immediate inhumanity is the overcrowding, 
compounded by disease, filth, abuse, and a lack of food, soap, 





beds, clothes or recreation. A survey of 27 African governments ` 


by Penal Reform International, a British Advocacy groups, found 
that national prison systems operated, on average, at 141 per 
cent of capacity. 


Luzira Prison, Uganda’s largest, holds 5,000 in a 1950's 
facility built for 600. Parodoxically, democracy’s advent has 
catalyzed the preblems of Africa’s prison. Freedom has permitted 
lawlessness; newly empowered citizens have demanded order; 
governments have delivered. 
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Malawi's prison population has more than doubled since the 
dictatorship ended in 1994. Except in special cases, like murder 
and manslaughter, almost all accused go to trial without lawyers. 
Police prosecutors who try them have only basic legal training. 
And the lay magistrates who sit in judgment, are largely 
unschooled in the law. Ishmael, Wadi, Malawi's director of public 
prosecutions; said his eight prosecutors had a backlong of 44 
untried fraud and tax-evasion cases, 173 robbery and theft 
cases, 388 fatal accident case and 867 homicide cases. 


"When the offenses occur, they send the files to.this office," 
he said. "The files keep on coming, so the number keeps 
increasing. So what do you do? You accumulate the files, keep 
them nice and put them on the shelves". For prisoners like 
Lackson Sikayenera, their cases lost in a system that only 
sporadically works, the only alternative is to hope someone hears 
their pleas. "I have not seen my family since 1999," he said. "I 
was the only productive person in my home, and now there is 
too much poverty for them to afford transport to see me. The ` 
only communication | have gotten is from my first wife, who 
informed me, ‘I am tired of staying alone here, and I am going 
to get married”. 


"Life is very hard here," he said. He and the other men 
spend daytime in the prison yard, a field of thick yellow dust with 
an outdoor toilet, a communal shower and one water faucet. At 
4 pm, they are herded into a dozen concrete cells. Fourteen 
hours later, at 6 am, they are let out again. Prisoners sleep on 
blankets on the floor, too highly packed to reach the toilet—too 
packed, in fact, even to turn in their sleep. One inmate awakens 
the rest each night for mass turnovers. "It is so unhygienic here," 
Sikayenera said. "Basically, if you need any source of water, you 


„have to get it from the toilet. The showers, most of them are 


broken. There is a lot of dynestery. A lot of the time, the water 


_ isn’t running". Maula Prison’s commanding officer, Gibson Singo, 


disputes none of that 


"They were designed for 50 or 60 people in one cell," he 
said. "But now it's 150,155. If you talk of human rights, there is 
no way you can put 150 people in one room". On each cell's 
wall is a list of rules: Do not make noise when the lights are off. 
Do not smoke during prayers. Prisoners must be clothed, lest a 
bare body excite sex-starved men. "Sodomy is not allowed in 
this house," one rule states. If justice outside the prison is slow 


_ to come, inside it is swift, lest unrest ensue. Cell policemen 


“arrest” rule breakers, and cell magistrates hear evidence and 
pronounce sentences. Sikayenera is the magistrate of Cell 3. 
For six years, no one in Malawi's justice system has decided 
whether he should be punished or freed. But in prison, elevated 
by seniority and fellow inmates’ respect, he metes out mercy 
and retribution with an even hand. And without delay. "When a 
case comes up", he said. "It is dealt with. Right there". (By Michael 
Wines in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Nov 12) 
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ANGOLA 

a. Angolan chamber of Commerce signs 
accord with British counterpart: Angola's Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry (CCIA) and its British 
counterpart (Aberdeen and Grampian Chamber of 
Commerce), Dec 1, signed a co-operation protocol 
to boost cooperation between the two institutions, 
Angop learned. 


The accord will reinforce existing pushes co-operation and 
the participation in fairs in both countries. 


Aberdeen and ‘Grampian Chamber of Commerce is an 
institution that deals in technologies and services to support 
the oil and natural gas sector. It provide jobs for more than 1,000 
people. The accord was signed by CCIA chairman, Antnio 
Santos, and by the head of Aberdeen, Reith Still, who is in 
Angola seeking to enhance trade and mutual investment. 


On the occasion, Antnio Santos said Angolan Government 
consider the private sector as a privileged partner in the national 
reconstruction effort. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Dec 1) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1825] 


BURUNDI 


a. World Bank pledges additional $170 million 
for projects: In addition to US$ 350 million it has 
allocated to Burundi for reconstruction and devel- 
opment, the World Bank has pledged an additional 
$170 million over the next two years, a bank official 
said, Dec 1. 


Concluding a three-day visit to the country, the assistant head 
of the World Bank in charge of Africa, Gobind Nankani, said at 
a news conference in the capital, Bujumbura, that the bank was 
satisfied with the way the government was implementing projects 
it was funding. “Burundi has already reached the phase for the 
cancellation of its debt and the total cancellation stage will be 
reached very soon,” he said. 


"The money from the debt cancellation will serve, in the 
future, in social sectors like education, health, public works and 
HIV/AIDS prevention and control,“ he added. Nankani said the 
World Bank would provide technical support, so that the funds 
could be managed properly. 


He said that to achieve total debt cancellation, three points 
would have to be taken into consideration: The way the Burundi 
government implements its poverty reduction projects; handles 
public expenditure; and how it manages the microeconomic 
aspect of the whole process. 
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Nankani visited World Bank-funded projects in the céntral 
province of Gitega, Nov 30. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bujumbura, Dec 2) 


b. UN agency moves 500 Congolese refugees 
away from border: Some 500 refugees from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DR) who crossed 
into northwestern Burundi in November have been 
moved inland from the border area in Cibitoke 
Province to Gasorwe transit camp in Muyinga 
Province, an official of the UN refugee agency, 
UNHCR, said, Dec 1. 

(See Congo (DR), page 1838) 

UNHCR would continue transferring all who were willing to 
go to Gasorwe, UNHCR’s public relations officer in Burundi, 
Catherine-Lune Grayson, said. f 

The Congolese refugees told Burundian officials they had 
fled their country following fighting between the Congolese army 
and militia groups-known as the Mayi-Mayi. Most of the refugees 


came from the Ruvunge and Kamanyola areas of eastern DR. . 


Cibitoke Governor Samson Ndayizeye said the refugees 
started arriving in the province in November. He said some had 
fled their homes because of widespread looting and rape. About 
68 families were still in Cibitoke awaiting transfer to Gasorwe, 
Ndayizeye said. He added that they are living in difficult 
conditions, sleeping in schools, which they vacate during the 
day so that classes could continue. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks; Bujumbura, Dec 1) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1826] 


- CHAD 


a. Radio director freed but faces expulsion 
from country: Chadian authorities freed community 
radio director Tchanguis Vatankah, Nov 29, after 
improperly holding the journalist in detention for 
more than two months. 

Vatankah, whose station is known for critical reportirig and 
commentary, still faces a government expulsion order and has 


been ordered not to speak to the press, according to Evariste ` 


Told,, head of the Union of Chadian Journalists. 
Local journalists and press freedom activists believe that 


t 


Vatankah was arrested because of his journalistic work. A native . 


of iran who had been living in Chad for several decades, 
Vatankah is the founder and director of Radio Brakos, a station 
in the remote southern town of Moissala. Vatankah is married 
to a Chadian woman, but he does not have Chadian citizenship. 


The government has accused Vatankah of being a security 
threat, but it has not provided any details, according to local 


_ journalists. They said Radio Brakos has aired critical reports 
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authorities in Moissala. "We welcome Tchanguis Vatankah's 
release, but Chadian authorities should not be expelling him from 
the country simply because they don't like his reporting," said 
Ann Cooper, executive director of the Committee to Protect 
Journalists. “Our colleague should be allowed to remain in Chad 
and return to his work at Radio Brakos." (Committee fo Protect 
‘Journalists, New York, Nov 30) 


[Previous issue Chad, page1826] 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. UN rushes aid for those ‘displaced by 
volcano: The United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) is rushing in aid, especially water, to the 
Comoro Islands, where a volcanic eruption dis- 
placed more than a third of the total population. 


The Karthala voicano on the main island of Njazidja has been 
erupting for the last two weeks, putting to flight between 180,000 
and 250,000 people and enveloping the island in a cloud of toxic 
dust and smoke that is not only dangerous to breathe but has 
also significantly contaminated drinking water. 


- UNICEF has provided 280,000 litres over past two days and - 


will probably have to continue to do so, agency spokesman 
Damien Personnaz told a news briefing in Geneva, Dec 2. 


Some 250,000 people out of a total population of about 
670,000 on the islands between continental Africa and Mada- 
gascar are without drinking water, and it is very difficult to move 
water to certain areas, he said. (UN News Service, New York, 
Dec 2) 


Health concerns grow as volcanic ash rains down: Thick 
volcanic ash blanketed the greater part of the island of Grand 
Comore after Mount Karthala erupted for the second time in 
2005. 


Officials warned there was a risk of poisonous gas emissions 
and polluted water supplies, and urged people to stay indoors 
as dust and ash continued spewing out of the notoriously active 
volcano. 


"We are expecting serious consequences in terms of health, 
water will be polluted and [there will be a] food shortage if it lasts 
longer,” World Health Organisation (WHO) representative Dr 
Mamadou Ball said. 


The risk of a full-blown eruption remains a concern, but there 
has been no sign of potentially devastating lava flows, and no 
casualties have been reported as a result of the volcanic activity 
that began, Nov 24 night. 


"The amount of voicanic ash in the air has made it impossible 
to fly over the summit of Mount Karthala to assess the risk - it 
is impossible to drive, and authorities have warned people to 
stay home," said Giuseppina Mazza, the UN ‘Resident Coordi- 
nator. Comparing the situation to the eruption in April 2005, when 
ash and other debris contaminated the island’s water supplies 
and forced 10,000 people living in the shadow of the mountain 
to flee, Mazza warned, “The risk depends on the toxicity of the 
~ dust and this dust seems much heavier." (UN Integrated 
sae Information Networks, Johannesburg, Nov 25) 


evious issue Comoro Islands, page 1791] 


about customs agents, police and military officers, and local- 
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CONGO (DR) ° 


a. Amnesty law passed without MPs from 
Kabila’s party: The lower house of parliament in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, the National 
Assembly, Nov 29, passed a law granting amnesty 
to people who have been blamed for acts of war 
as well as. political offences. 


The vote was taken without MPs from President Joseph 
Kabila’s party who feared that a group of people behind the 
murder of his father, former President Laurent-Desire Kabila, 
would benefit from the new law. The law would be applicable to 
offences committed between August 1996 and June 2003. 


Some 248 MPs approved the Bill, with six abstaining. The 
House comprises 500 MPs, some of whom are former members 
of rival rebel groups who have since joined the transitional 
government. MPs from Kabila’s Parti du Peuple Pour la 
Reconstruction et le Development (PPRD) walked out before 
the vote. "We couldn't stay in the assembly room and support 
the impunity for the murderers of President Laurent Kabila," 
Safou Sindani, one of the PPRD MPs, said. During the vote on 
the government-sponsored Bill, the MPs who remained in the 
chamber dropped a clause that stipulated that amnesty may not 
be granted to those who murder a head of state. ( UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, Nov 30) 


b. Thousands flee as militia group attacks 
civilians in Katanga: Some 60,000 people have fled 
from violence perpetrated by a militia group in southern 
Democratic Republic of Congo, a Catholic bishop said. 


Bishop Fulgence Mateba of Kilwa-Kasenga said that the 
displaced people were running away from horrible violence 
against civilians by a Mayi-Mayi warlord and his men. The United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has started 
transferring some of the displaced people to a camp in northern 
Burundi. Recently, the Catholic bishops of Katanga sent a 
memorandum on the violence to the president of DR Congo and 
the local representative of the United Nations. Archbishop 
Floribert Songasonga of Lubumbashi, Bishop Vincent de Paul 
Kwanga of Manono and Bishop Muteba of Kilwa-Kasenga said 
the militia, which was enlisted to defend the country after the 
1998 war, was no longer necessary. "Since there has been talk 
of transition, there exist two categories of Mayi-Mayi in Katanga. 
The first consists of men who wander about cities and no longer 
obey officers’ orders. They put up barricades, harass the people 
and act as a parallel police force. This type of Mai-Mai is found 
mostly in the Diocese of Kongolo. (Catholic information 
Service for Africa, Nairobi, Nov 29) 


[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1827] 


EGYPT 


a. Despite duress, Islamists gain in Egyptian 
polls: The Muslim Brotherhood may be banned, but 
it has demonstrated in the latest parliamentary 
elections that it is by far the strongest Egyptian 
opposition group, trouncing the secular political 
opposition and weakening the government party’s 
power monopoly. 
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Results released by the government on Nov 27-showed the 


Brotherhood winning 29 more seats in the runoff on Nov 26 for 


the second round of parliamentary voting. 


It won 47 ‘seats in the first round this month, meaning that 
with just one more round of election to go, the Brotherhood 
already has 76 seats—more than five times its total ‘in the 
departing Parliament. ` 


Because of the group's outlaw status, its candidates run as 
independents. 


The group’s most recent gains have come despite the efforts 
of government security forces to block supporters from getting 
to the polls on Nov 26, independent election monitors said. And 
it is now the only opposition group likely to qualify to nominate 
a candidate to run against President Hosni Mubarak in future 
polls. 


"They are a parallel power to the government," said Abu 


el-Ezz el-Hariri, deputy chairman of the leftist Tagamoa Party, ` 


whose leader was defeated by a Brotherhood candidate. 


Mubarak's governing: National Democratic Party will appar- 
ently continue to control a vast majority of the seats in Parliament, 
having already won 195. 


But the new makeup of the chamber, which has 444 elected 


positions, may mean that the party will find itself forced to publicly | 


defend its record and its actions against the increasingly 
empowered Brotherhood, which wants to make Egypt a religious 
state government by Islamic law. 


The shift may also force the Bush administration to decide 
whether to stick. to its policy of shunning all contact with the 
group, as reiterated by secretary of state Condoleezza Rice 
during her trip through the Middle East in June. 


Despite its successes, it is hard to gauge the depth of support 
for the Brotherhood, as turnout in individual. races was low, often 
in the neighbourhood of 10% to 25%. Political analysts said the 
group's success was at least partly a function of the absence of 
any other organized political opposition. 


The Brotherhood has been outlawed since the early 1950's, 
when some of its members tried to assdssinate PM Gamal Abdel 
Nasser, who went on to become president. 


Since, while the government has arrested its members and 
its supporiers, the Brotherhood has organized grass-roots 
support around the country and has more recently rejected the 
use of violence. (New York Times News Service/Telegraph, 
Calcutta, Nov 29) 


[Previous issue Egypt, page 1827] 


ERITREA 


a. Security Council threatens Ethiopia, Eritrea 
with sanctions: The UN Security Council has 
issued yet another resolution on Ethiopia and Eritrea 
and called on the two countries to refrain from 
military build-up and confrontations or face sanc- 
tions. 


The resolution asked the Asmara government to lift its ban 
on helicopters’ flight for the UN Missions-in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
(UNMEE). 


Upon the failure of the two countries to comply with demands 
and calls of the Security Council, member states_of the United 
Nations may be called to take measures such as a complete or 
partial interruption of economic relations. 


Ethiopia was urged to cooperate with the Ethiopia-Eritrea 
Boundary Commission so that demarcation would be carried out 
soon. 


The regime in Asmara denounced the resolution saying it 
was too soft .on Ethiopia while, the Ethiopian government 
welcomed the resolution. 


Meanwhile, Ethiopia violated the Temporary Security Zone 
(TSZ) along the Ethio-Eritrea border areas "for a while" when 
some member of the national armed forces occupied Point-885 
in Sector East inside the TSZ. (Reporter, Addis Ababa, Nov 26) 


b. Journalist freed without charge after four 
years in jail: The Committee to Protect Journalists 
has welcomed the release of Eritrean journalist 
Dawit Isaac, who had been jailed without charge 
since a government crackdown closed the entire 
independent press in September 2001. 


Isaac has dual Eritrean and Swedish citizenship. Fourteen 
journalists remain in Eritrea’s secret jails or otherwise deprived 
of their liberty, according to CPJ research. 


"We are delighted that Isaac has been released fier all 
these years of detention without trial," said Ann Cooper, CPJ 
Executive Director. - 


"But Eritrea remains Africa's worst jailer of jonali, We 
will not forget the fourteen other journalists who have been 
imprisoned without charge or forced into extended ‘military 
service." (Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, 
Nov 21) 


c. Four soldiers killed in landmine blast: Four 
Ethiopian soldiers were killed and three wounded 
recently when their vehicle hit a newly laid 
landmine near the border with Eritrea, UN officials 
said, Nov 29. 


The anti-tank mine was planted around 15 km south of the 
demilitarized buffer zone created to separate the two countries’ 
armies following their 1998-2000 border dispute that has 
continued to cause tension between the Tom of Africa 
neighbours. 


"Four Ethiopian soldiers died and three were injured when 
their military vehicle hit a newly laid landmine,” said Phil Lewis, 
head of the UN Mine Action Coordination Centre of the 
Ethiopia-Eritrea peacekeeping mission. 


The blast happened on November 22, about six km on the 
road between Sembel and Badme, in the eastern border region. 
UN peacekeepers had.on that day used the same stretch of the 
road, Lewis added. 


The eastern border region is one oF the most tense and 
scene of some of the heaviest fighting during the war, which 
erupted in May 1998. Badme, which is administered by Ethiopia, 
is also the site where the war flared up. The town is claimed by 
both countries. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Addis Ababa, Nov 29) 


[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1815] 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia, Sudan agree to cooperate in 
security affairs: Ethiopia and Sudan have agreed 
to cooperate in keeping peace and security along 
their common border for mutual development of the 
two countries. 


The agreement signed on November 28 in the Ethiopian town 
of Gondar provides for the military commands of the two 
countries along the common border to cooperate in the areas of 
maintaining the peace and security of the areas, the Ministry of 
Defence said. 


Western Command Post Commander in-Chief Brigadier 
General Abreha Wolde-Mariam said the two countries enjoy 
historical relations and they should maintain the peace and 
security along their common border to enable the development 
of their resources for the mutual benefit of their peoples. 


The general is also quoted as saying that the armies of the 
two countries will cooperate-to enable bilateral economic and 
social cooperation agreements to be implemented in an atmos- 
phere of peace. (Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, Dec 2) 


Ethiopia, Somalia sign cooperation agreement: Ethiopia 
and Somalia signed a cooperation agreement providing for 
working together in economic, political.and social sectors. 


The comprehensive agreement signed in Jewhar town, 
temporary seat of the Transitional Government of Somalia, will 
enhance the existing relations between the two countries. 


The agreement will enable the two countries to jointly work 
in investment, trade, port service, transport, security and other 
sectors. Ethiopian State Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Tekeda 
Alemu and Somalian Foreign Minister, Ambassador Abdulahi 
Ismael, signed the agreement. 


Somalian Foreign .Affairs Minister said the cooperation 
between the. two governments will further enhance people-to- 
people relations. It also contributes for the prevalence of 
sustainable peace and stability in the region. (Ethiopian 
Herald, Addis Ababa, Dec 1) 


.b. Two reporters arrested in continuing crack- 
down on media: Ethiopian authorities have ar- 
rested two more journalists, bringing the total 
number held since bloody political protests erupted 
earlier to 12, a media watchdog agency reported, 
Nov 28. 


Private newspapers have been prevented from printing, 
and journalists had gone into hiding after the crackdown, 
according to the ‘New York-based Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ). 


"The ongoing crackdown on the private press in Ethiopia is 
an outrage," said Ann Cooper, CPJ executive director. "The 
government must stop its attempt to shutter the entire local press 
and release all jailed journalists immediately." 


The crackdown was sparked by clashes between security 
forces and protesters who accused Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
vof rigging polls in May that returned him to power. At least 46 
Neople were killed in disturbances in November. Doctors had 
`q 42 died after similar clashes in June. 
N 
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Some of the journalists and opposition leaders who have 
been arrested face possible treason charges, an offence that 
carries the death penalty in Ethiopia. Federal police were 
unavailable for comment on the latest arrests. Earlier, the Prime 
Minister told foreign news organisations that some journalists 
had been trying to instigate violence through their newspapers. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Addis Ababa, 
Nov 29) 


[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1827] 


GAMBIA 


a. Dismissed army chief arrested: Highly 
placed sources at the army headquarters in Banjul, 
have confirmed the arrest of the dismissed army 
Chief of Defence Staff Assan Sarr. 


The disgraced army chief was arrested and is accused of 
gross misconduct and abusing powers conferred on him, as army 
chief. Military sources said Sarr is currently held at the State 
Central Prisons called the "Mile Two Prisons.” 

In a terse statement, Nov 29, the President Yahya Jammeh 
tried to justify the sacking of Assan Sarr by saying that"Sarr is 
always abusing senior military officers, and sometimes physically 
assaulting officers working under him". 

The. Jammeh administration accused the dismissed army 
chief of trying to sow seeds of "discord and hatred within The 
Gambian military." Meanwhile, the government has announced 
the appointment of Ndure Cham, as the new army chief. The 
new chief of defence staff is viewed as a hard working man 
who had: previously held key positions in the army. 
(FrontPageAfrica, Monrovia, Nov 30) 


[Previous issue Gambia, page 1804] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Ongoing crisis in Ivory Coast: The break- 
down of family and social structures and the 
pervading military influence in war-torn country has 
resulted in children being denied access to educa- 
tion and health care and left them vulnerable, 
according to the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). 


"This conflict has-impacted the lives of all, especially those 
who are most vulnerable—the women and children," UNICEF 
country Representative Youssouf Oomar said of the three-vear 
conflict between the Government and rebels which has left the 
country split in two. 

"And in particular ‘the rights of children have not been 
respected," he added, noting that. because of the slow irnple- 
mentation of the joint UN and African Union (AU) peace process, 
there is still cause for concern. Because of the division of the 
country, the education system has been disrupted with an 
estimated 700,000 children out of school. In addition 60,000 
children remain trapped in a state of educational limbo’ due to 
the suspension of national examSNn the north. 


Similarly, health care facilities have also been affected, 
especially in the northern region, putting the lives of countless 
children at risk. (UN News Service, New York, Nov 22) 


[Previous issue Ivory Coast, page 1817] 
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KENYA In a circular dated November 18 Ogongo terminated the 

5 services of the nurses, who have already worked for six months, 
and also recalled some 700 nurses who were suspended over 
the strike to demand better pay. However, the suspended nurses 
were reinstated two weeks ago by President Kibaki after he 
agreed to a request by former Health minister Charity Ngilu 
reinstate them. Ngilu had led a Kamba delegation to State 
House, Nairobi. The nurses, whose contract has been termi- 
nated, were hired in June by Ogongo’s predecessor, Patrick 
Khaemba, after their names were listed in newspapers. (Nation, 
Nairobi, Nov 29) 


c. Rail privatisation law signed: A new law has 
been laid down to allow Kenya Railways to be 
privatised. 


President Kibaki, Nov 23, signed the Kenya Railways 
Corporation Amendment Act, 2005, into law, paving the way for 
South Africa’s .Sheltam Trade Close Corporation to run the 
cash-strapped parastatal on a concessions basis. 


Sheltam, which recently won the tender, is.a consortium of 
Comazar, Sheltam Rail, Prime Fuels, Mirambo Holdings and the 
CDIO Institute for Africa Development Trust. The new law spells 

The president said in a terse statement, Nov 23,, "Following | out how some 30 Kenya Railways employees are to be 
the results of the referendum, it has become necessary for me, transferred to the concessionaire as well as the criteria fdr hiring 


a. Kenyans reject constitution: Kenyans re- | 
as the President of the Republic, to re-organise my government | others upon privatisation. (.Nation, Nairobi, Nov 24) 
| 
| 
i 


jected a draft Constitution that was supported by 
President Mwai Kibaki and his allies, electoral 
officials and opponents of the charter said, Nov 22. 


The outcome caps months of bitter divisions that broke out 
in the run-up to the country’s fi rst referendum since its 
independence in 1963. : 


Opponents of the proposed charter began celebrating in the 
streets of Nairobi. 


The draft constitution was rejected by Kenyans by 3.5 million 
votes against 2.5 million favour. 


"We are leading by more ‘than a million votes now that more 
than 75 per cent of the votes have been counted. The lead in 
insurmountable,"Mutula Kilonzo, a leading opponent, said. 
(Asian Age, New Delhi, Nov 23) 


Mwai Kibaki sacks cabinet: Kenyan President 
Mwai Kibaki has dissolved his Cabinet a.day after 
losing a referendum on a new Constitution. 


to make it more cohesive and better.able to serve the people of [Previous issue Kenya, page 1828] 
Kenya." 


He added, "Accordingly, in accordance with the powers 
conferred upon me under the Constitution of Kenya, | have 
directed that the offices of all ministers and all assistant ministers 
become vacant. Consequently, the occupanis of the said offices 
cease to hold their respective offices with immediate effect.” 


Kibaki promised that a new government would be in place 
within two weeks. 


The president's move was interpreted as aimed at giving him 
a chance to form a new team, which he will work with for the 
remaining two years. . 


The ministers who led the anti- constitution rebellion ‘were 
Raila Odinga (Roads), Kalonzo Musyoka (Environment), Prof 
Anyang Nyong'o (Planning), Ochillo Ayacko (Sports), William ole 
Ntimama (Public Service), Najib Balala (National Heritage) and 
Mrs Jebii Kilimo (Immigration). ` 

During the campaign in the lead up to zhe poll the country 
went through a highly polarised campaign putting ihe seven 
ministers in the "No" camp against the rest of the 30-member 
cabinet on the "Yes" side. In the campaign, ministers allied to 
the Banana-Yes group repeatedly urged Kitaki to sack the rebel 
ministers. (Monitor, Kampala, Nov 24) 

b. 1,200 health workers sacked: Hundreds of 
health workers who were employed to replace 
striking civil servants six months ago have now been 
sacked. 

The services of the 1,200 workers, mostly nurses and clinical 
officers, were terminated in a circular by Health permanent 
secretary Zachary Ogongo. 

The nurses umbrella organisation called on the Government 
to stop the termination . 


LIBERIA 


a. Johnson-Sirleaf wins presidential poll: 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has won Liberia’s presidential 
bee becoming Africa’s first elected woman head 
of state. 


She has embarked on a six-year mission to lift the war-torn 
country towards prosperity and reconciliation. 


"L thank the Liberian people for performing their legal duty 
and ! am happy to be the next President of Liberia," Ms 
Johnson-Sirleaf, 67, told reporters afrer a ceremony, Nov 23, 
certifying the November 8 results in Monrovia. 


The Harvard-educated banker bested football hero George 
Weah in a run-off aimed to help Liberia turn the page on decades 
of lawlessness and ee after back-to-back civil wars since 
1989. 


She will be inaugurated as President on January 16, as will 
the new bicameral legislature for Africa’s oldest independent 
republic, established in 1847 by freed American secured slaves. 


"The official results as certified by the Board of Commission 
are as follows: Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf won 59.4 per cent of the 
vote and George Weah 40.6 per cent of the vote,” said NEC 
chairwoman Frances Johnson-Sirleaf is hereby declared the 
winner of the run-off election”. 


Weah has alleged massive fraud in the November 8 polls, 
and has launched a complaint with the NEC that his party, the 
Congress for Democratic Change, has vowed to take to the 
Supreme Court. 

The 39-year-old former FIFA player of the year did not attend 
the Nov 23 ceremony, which his party said was in line with his 
complaints. 
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Ms Johnson-Sirleaf now faces the task of rebuilding a country 
shorn of infrastructure, with high unemployment and threatened 
by the cross-border recruitment of young fighters to feed west 
Africa's enduring conflicts. A former Finance Minister who was 
twice jailed for treason during the 1980s regime of military 
dictator Samuel Doe, she has vowed to serve just one term in 
office, couching her Government as a transitional one to be 
backed up by the 15,000-strong UN peacekeeping mission since 
October 2003. (Hindu, New Delhi, Nov 24) 


{Previous issue Liberia, page 1829] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Namibia puts off signing of German aid 
deal: Contrary to expectation, Namibia and Ger- 
many did not sign a memorandum of understanding 

. according to which the German government would 

grant development aid amounting to 160 million 
Euros spread over a 10-year period to certain 
Namibian regions. 


According to the document, certain regions in Namibia 

* inhabited by people who were among the hardest hit during 

German colonial rule between 1884 and 1914 would have 

received development funds of about 16 million Euros per annum 
over a period of 10 years. 

If the deal had been signed, it would in effect be reparations 
to Germany's former colony for the massacre of the local Herero 
and Nama populations during the German colonial era, which 
lasted from 1884 to 1914. 

German Minister for Economic Development and Coopera- 
tion, Heidemarie Wiec-zorek-Zeul, and Namibian President 
Hifikepunye Pohamba were set to sign the agreement that came 
after German officials had initially said reparations are not going 
to be part of the discussions. 

President Pohamba's delegation said they need to consult 
further with officials in Windhoek before they can sign the 
agreement. (New Era , Windhoek, Dec 1) 


[Previous issue Namibia, page 1830] 


NIGER 


a. Two million face food scarcity despite good 
harvest: Close to two million people in arid Niger 
could go hungry in 2006 despite a bumper cereal 
harvest in 2005. 


Earlier, images of malnourished babies were beamed across 
television screens around the world after locusts and drought in 
2004 resulted in massive food deficits. 

But even though latest government figures indicate cereal 
surpluses to the tune of 21,000 tonnes of millet, sorghum and 
maize as well as a surplus of animal feed, nearly 2 million people 
in over 1,000 villages could still go hungry in 2005. 


"Despite that surplus, 1, 810, 356 people in 1,017 villages 
are at risk of food crises either because of late planting, the early 
end of the rains or because of the deterioration of soil quality," 
said Nigerien minister for animal resources, Abdoulaye Jina. 

Of the villages that could face difficulties, one third are in 
agro-pastoral regions, where semi-nomadic communities strug- 


gle to produce enough to feed themselves, Jina said. Niger is 
the world’s poorest country, according to the UN Human 
Development Index. Rampant desertification and the highest 
birth rate in the world are just some of the factors making rural 
life more and more difficult year after year in the landlocked west 
African country. (UN Integrated Regional information Net- 
works, Niamey, Nov 24) 


b. Journalist Imprisoned for defamation: Re- 
porters Without Borders (RSF) has urged the 
authorities in Niger to release Salifou Soumaila 
Abdoulkarim, publication director of the privately- 
owned weekly Le Visionnaire. 


Detained since November 12, at the Niamey police station, 
Abdoulkarim was incarcerated on November 17 after a first court 
appearance, The journalist was arrested after the treasurer-gen- 
eral of the republic, Siddo Elhadj, filed a "defamation" complaint 
against him. He is currently held at the Niamey prison and his 
trial is scheduled to take place on November 18. 


"Defamation is not a crime, but a civil offence," said RSF. 
"The existence of a dispute between a high-level official and a 
journalist never justifies imprisonment. Even if he is convicted, 
the journalist should be freed. While the entire political class in 
Niger had recommended the decriminalisation of press offences, 
this imprisonment highlights the urgency of abolishing unjust 
laws and responding to this democratic requirement." 


Elhadj filed a complaint against the journalist following 
publication of an article alleging that he had misappropriated 17 
billion CFA francs (approx. 26 million euros). Abdoulkarim has 
been imprisoned at a time when a debate over reforming the law 
on press offences is under way. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, 
Paris, Nov 18) 


[Previous issue Niger page 1793] 


` NIGERIA 


a. Government shuts down radio station, 
arrests general manager: A combined team of 
soldiers and policemen, Nov 30, seized the Bayelsa 
State-owned radio station, Glory FM in the Niger 
Delta region. 


The station's general manager, Brighten Sorgwe, was also 
arrested. 


Over 200 armed policemen and military officers stormed the 
radio station. Some of the security guards ordered the station’s . 
manager to take them to the transmitter control room, where 
they directed him to shut down the station, which he did. They 
then chased away the workers on duty. About 60 policemen are 
stationed at the premises to ensure that the station does not 
transmit signals. 


But the Bayelsa State Police Commissioner Hafiz Ringim 
said the policemen were placed at the radio station to protect it 
from being attacked by vandais. 


Governor Diepreye Alamieyeseigha of Bayelsa State, which 
owns the radio station, has been engaged in a battle of wits with 
the federal government since his arrest in London in September 
2005 on charges of money laundering. (International Freedom 
of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, Dec 1) 
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Two killed as plane crashes in Kaduna: Two 
occupants of a Beechcraft 200 executive jet died 
Nov 28 when the aircraft on its way to Abuja crashed 
soon after takeoff from the Kaduna airport. 

The crash, which occurred at about 10:38a.m, claimed the 
lives of the pilot, Captain Ali Shuaibu, stepson of the National 
Chairman of the ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP), Dr 
Ahmadu Ali and one Antony Kuma. (Vanguard, Lagos, Nov 29) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1831] 


RWANDA 


a. Three million refugees repatriated: Over 
three million Rwandan refugees have been repatri- 
ated from the diaspora since 1994, according to the 
UNHCR representative Panos Moumtzis. 


He was addressing refugee representatives from Malawi and 
other diplomatic officials, Nov 28, where he said UNHCR has 
managed to reduce the number of Rwandans still in the diaspora. 


"We are doing ali we can to return them home and we are 


happy many of have responded positively,” Moumtzis said, and- 


added that there are still about 48,000 Rwandan refugees still 
scattered in 14 countries. Several of them are yet fo sign the 
international voluntarily repatriation pact. 


"The information they get is not updated and we are happy 
that these representatives have got a positive impression; they 
will go and inform the rest about the situation back home,” he 
said. Moumtzis lauded the Rwandan government for facilitating 
the repatriation process. He said: "The Rwandan government is 
positive about this process and we are happy it has helped the 
returnees to start a new life’. Pascal Mtabajende, a refugee 
delegate from Lilongwe, Malawi, lauded both governments for 
the work done, taking into account the problems they are facing 
in the diaspora. (New Times, Kigali, Dec 2) 


Gacaca judge arrested in genocide witness murder case: 
The vice-president of a Gacaca court in the North-west Rwanda 
province of Gisenyi is being held in connaction with the killing 
of a genocide witness, a prosecutor said, Nov 21. 


"We are now putting the judge among the prime suspects in 
this murder", said Jean Damascene Habineza, prosecutor of 
Gisenyi province. 

Judge Theogene Rusatira is one of eleven people accused 
of murdering genocide survivor Verediyana Nyiraneza. The victim 
was a key witness in a genocide case before judge Rusatira’s 
court in Gisiza, some 170km north west of the Rwandan capital 
Kigali. Prosecutor Habineza said one of the suspects in the case, 
Jean Claude Makoro , Nov 19, confessed to carrying out the 
murder and included the judge among the planners. Nyiraneza 
had accused Makoro of murdering her (Nyiraneza's) daughter 
during the genocide. 

According to the police, attackers battered and strangled 
Nyiraneza;, her body was dumped into nearby river Giciye. 

Officials have warned that the murder of Nyiraneza and that 
of another genocide witness a week earlier may "discourage" 
witnesses from testifying in genocide cases. (Hirondelle News 
Agency, Lausanne, Nov 21) 

{Previous issue Rwanda, page 1831] 
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SENEGAL 


a. First Lady launches new HIV-AIDS aware- 
ness campaign: With condom use losing favour 
among young people, Senegal’s First Lady Vivi- 
ane Wade has launched a six-month HIV-AIDS 
awareness campaign targeted at the country’s 
youth. . 

Kicking off the six-month campaign on World AIDS Day, Dec 
1, Wade told a crowd of youngsters at a health centre that "youth 
are the most vulnerable to HIV infection." 

"in 40 African countries the voices of First Ladies are raised 
along with mine to prevent new HIV/AIDS infections from 
harming the future of young people and adolescents," she said, 
referring to African First Ladies Against HIV/AIDS, which 
promotes more responsible sexual behaviour. 

libra Ndoye, executive secretary of the National Council 
Against AIDS (CNLS), said that only 45 per cent of youngsters 
used condoms in 2005 against 60 per cent five years ago, 
according to the EDS IV health survey. 


The campaign will urge testing for youngsters as well as 
pregnant women in order to protect future generations. . 


As queues of young people lined up for a free test at the 
centre, Wade added that "the campaign will also target adults 
in order to create a family and economic environment that can 
enhance less risky sexual behaviour among youth.” (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Dakar, Dec 2) 
[Previous issue Senegal, page 1832] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Journalist Paul Kamara released from jail: 
Managing Editor of For di People newspaper, Paul 
Kamara who was jailed for libeling President 
Kabbah by Justice Bankole-Raschid in October 5, 
2004, was released from prison, Nov 29. 


After state counsel, Robin Mason replied to the submission 
of the plaintiffs lawyer James Blyden Jenkins-Johnston, the court 
ruled that it is not satisfied with the trial of the learned judge 
considering the lack. of adequate ingredients to underpin the 
case of seditious intent. 


On the issue of intention, Justice Stronge told the court that 
the issue of intention should be looked at later on as there should 
be findings as to whether appellant did commit sedition. 

"This is a criminal matter. Ought not the judge to spell 
out the matter clearly before reaching a verdict? Ought not 
we find whether the learned trial judge found there was 
sedition before we consider intention? On what basis was 
appellant found guilty?” he questioned. 

In his reply Robin Mason said the ingredient was incorpo- 
rated in the judgment, and that the learned trial judge had 
considered the ingredients but that he did not say the 
publications constitute sedition. (Concord Times, Freetown, 
Nov 30) 

[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1832] 
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SOMALIA 


a. Journalist imprisoned for report on arms 
deal: A Somali reporter has been jailed following 


a story that Jubba Valley Alliance has been, 


-importing' arms in violation of the 2004 peace 
agreement and a United Nations arms embargo. 


The faction, which controls the southern city of Kismayo, is 
holding reporter Anmed Mohammed Aden and has accused him 
of posting “false information" in an article on the Gedonet Online 
Web site. Aden also works for private fadio station Jubba FM 
in Kismayo. 

Somalia has had no functioning central government since 
the collapse of the Siad Barre regime in 1991. A Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) established under a 2004 peace 
_ accord remains divided between factions based in the town of 
Jowhar and the capital Mogadishu. Kismayo faction leadér Barre 
“Hirale" Aden Shire is reconstruction minister in the TFG. The 
Committee to Protect Journalists attempted to contact Moham- 
med Abdi Hayir, information minister for the transitional govern- 
ment, to verify details of the report, but was unable to reach 
him. (Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, Dec 1) 


b. Somali pirates release Kenyan ship: Somali 
pirates have released a Kenyan ship with 10 crew 
after holding it for nearly a month. 

The MV Torgelow with its crew, including a Sri Lankan master, 
was freed, Nov 29, at Haradhere after being hijacked on 
November 8. ` 

`The ship agents, Motaku Shipping Agencies, confirmed the 
release and said the ship was heading for Al Maan port. The 
vessel was held for a while at Ely and moved back to Haradhere 
before its release. Motaku director Karim Kudrati said he had 
talked to the Sri Lankan shipmaster, De Silva Eckman, Nov 30, 
to confirm the release. 


"The ship has finally been released and the crew are all in 
good health. They are heading for Al Maan," he said. The release 
of the vessel and crew was confirmed by the co-ordinator of 
the Seafarers Assistance Programme, Andrew Mwangura. He, 
however, warned that it was sailing in dangerous waters. 


"We know that the ship was hijacked while approaching A! 
Maan and taken to Haradhere and then Ely. All these areas are 
not safe," Mwangura cautioned. 

The crew were identified as shipmaster De Silva Eckman, 
chief officer Nassir Abdalla Musa, chief engineer George 
Mutiokoh and seafarers Suleiman Maksudi, Pius Khayeka, 
- Sylvanus Kimya, Abdillahi Suleiman, Salim Mlanda, Sammy 
Katana and Rashid Athman Mswala. (East African Standard, 
Nairobi, Dec 1) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1832] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. HIV/AIDS shows no sign of slowdown, says 
UN: Despite signs that the HIV/AIDS epidemic is 
slowing down in a few of countries in sub- Saharan 
Africa, there is still no sign of infection rates abating 
in South Africa, the United Nations agency for the 
disease, UNAIDS, said, Nov 21. 
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South Africa has’ had more people living with HIV than any 
other country in the world, with more than 6-million infections, 
said UNAIDS regional director Mark Stirling. 

HIV prevalence among pregnant women in South Africa had 
reached its highest level to date, with 29,5% of pregnant women 
attending government natal clinics infected with the disease in 
2004, said UNAIDS. 

(See Regional, page 1848] 

The epidemic had evolved at an "astonishing speed” in South 
Africa, said UNAIDS‘s 2005 global report, produced with the 
Worid Health Organisation. 

National adult HIV prevalence had soared from just 1% in 
1990 to almost 25% within 10 years, it said. Only 15% of the 
900,000 HIV-positive South Africans in need of antiretroviral 
treatment were receiving the drugs by mid-2005. Stirling—in 
contrast to the UN's AIDS envoy, Stephen Lewis—was unwilling 
to criticise South Africa’s handling of the disease. 

"Part of the problem in SA is that there are lots of positive 
things, but there seems to be a delay in capturing them (in 
surveys). We've got to improve monitoring," he said. UNAIDS 
saw hope in Kenya, Uganda and Zimbabwe, where prevalence 
rates had fallen. Previous years’ investments in prevention 


. programmes may be starting to pay dividends, Stirling said. 


(Business Day, Johannesburg, Nov 22) 
[Previous issue South Africa, page 1833] 


SUDAN 


a. 7th round of peace talks on Darfur gets 
under way in Abuja: The 7th Round of the African 
Union sponsored Inter-Sudanese peace talks on the 
conflict in Darfur was formally opened, Nov 29 in 
Abuja, Nigeria. 

Present at the opening ceremony were all the Sudanese 
parties including Abdul Waheed Al-Nur and Mini Minawi Arko of 
SLM/A, as well as the JEM chief negotiator Ahmed Tugod Lissan, 
the Chadian co-mediation, facilitators, international partners and 
observers. The government delegation comprised members of 
the Sudan National Union Government including the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). 

In his opening statement, Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim called on 
the Sudanese parties to approach the 7th round with all 
seriousness and determination and with renewed sense of 
urgency. Emphasising that the moment of truth had indeed 
arrived for all Sudanese people, Dr. Salim pointed out that the 
situation on the ground had continued to deteriorate and that 
the sufferings of the people of Darfur must be brought to a stop. 
(African Union, Addis Ababa, Nov 29) 

15,000 displaced by recent clashes in south 
Darfur: About 15,000 newly displaced people have 
sought refuge in Gereida town after recent clashes 
in the conflict-torn western Sudanese state of South 
Darfur forced them to flee their villages, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
said. 

"The area that was heavily affected in the past is again 
witnessing a new wave of displacement," Paul Conneally, ICRC 
communication coordinator in Khartoum, said, Nov 24. 
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“All the 23 villages that were affected by the fighting have 
been emptied, basically," Conneaily added. "As usual, the 
civilians bear the brunt of the insecurity and are forced to pack 
up their belongings and flee.” 


The latest round of violence reflects the intensification of 
conflict throughout the Darfur region since mid-September. 
According to an ICRC statement, the ‘fighting in Gereida area 
involved a volatile mix of various armed groups, illustrating the 
complex nature of the Darfur conflict. 


"It is a mix of tribals, rebels, militia and Sudanese armed 
forces. It is very difficult to get a proper picture and understanding 
of what is happening. It is very unclear," Conneally noted. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Nov 23) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1834] 


SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 


a. Health ministry asks UNICEF to help out 
with cholera epidemic: Facing an unprecedented 
cholera epidemic, the government of Sao Tome and 
Principe has asked for United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) to work in its hospitals. 


"The Government was very concerned by the situation, which 
could become worse," UNICEF spokesman Damien Personnaz 
told a news briefing in Geneva, Dec 2. 


As of today 715 cases have been reported, 17 of them fatal. 
Two weeks ago there were only 320 cases, and nine deaths. All 
the cases have been on the main island of Sao Tome, 30 per 
cent of them children under 14. The total population of the island 
State in the Gulf of Guinea is some 180,000. (UN News Service, 

. New York, Dec 2) 


TANZANIA 


a. Patients suffer as doctors’ strike contin- 
ues: Patients at Tanzania’s main referral hospital 
continued to be neglected, Nov 22, as a strike by 
junior doctors and medical interns entered a sixth 
day, despite the government acting on their demand 
by almost doubling their salaries. 


Tanzania's chief secretary, Matern Lumbanga, told a news 
conference, Nov 21, that the government had raised the monthly 
minimum salary for the doctors from 226,860 shillings to 403,120 
shillings (1 US dollar = 1,180 Tanzania shillings) effective January 
2006. 


He said the highest monthly pay for a doctor would be 1.14 
million shillings, up from one million shillings. 


"We have tried our best to raise the salaries for doctors," he 
said. "There will also be some increment to other cadres in the 
medical field such as nurses, laboratory technicians, radiologists 
and pharmacists." 


However, some of the striking doctors dismissed the 
promised pay increment, maintaining that they wanted a 
minimum of 1.2 million shillings each per month. They said the 
amount being offered was below the 600,000 shillings a month 
that the Tanzania Medical Association recommended to the 
government in June. 


Medical interns and junior doctors ‘at Muhimbili National 


_Hospital began their strike , Nov 17. They also wanted the 


government to improve their working conditions. The strike has 
adversely affected service delivery at the hospital. Some patients 
in the wards said that they were being subjected to psychological 
trauma because of the delay in removing dead bodies from the 
wards. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Dar-es-Salaam, Nov 22) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1834] 


TUNISIA 


a. Reporters Without Borders attends alter- 
native summit launch: A Reporters Without Bor- 
ders team that is in Tunisia for the World Summit 
on the Information Society (WSIS) attended the 
launch, Nov 21, of a symbolic “citizens summit" by 
a group of some 20 non-governmental organisa- 
tions. 


"As the authorities prevented us from holding a proper 
alternative summit, we have no choice but to improvise a meeting 
at the Tunisian Human Rights League (LTDH) headquarters," 
the press freedom organisation said. "Nonetheless, it enabled 
us to condemn the curbs repeatedly placed on free expression 
in Tunisia and to tackle the issue of online censorship around 
the world.” 


Reporters Without Borders, Nov 21, also published a list of 
Internet enemies in order to highlight the problem of online 
censorship in China, Cuba, Iran, Belarus, Tunisia and 10 other 
countries with authoritarian regimes. 

"These are the world’s most repressive governments as 
regards the free flow of information online,” the organisation said. 


` "Independent websites are censored, while bloggers and 


cyber-dissidents who criticise the government are harassed and 
sometimes imprisoned." (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, 
Nov 21) 


[Previous issue Tunisia, page 1835] 
UGANDA 
a. Airlines thrive on strategic partnerships: 
Uganda has entered into an agreement with a South 


African company to form an airline that should 
become the national carrier. 


Victoria International Airline, Uganda, would be part owned 
by the Government (25%), with South Africa’s Arch Airways 
having the majority shareholding. The joint venture is expected 
to start in 2006. 


Uganda has not had a national flag carrier since Uganda 
Airlines collapsed almost 10 years ago. An opportunity to salvage 
it was lost at the hands of uninspired legislators when MPs 
blocked what would have been a strategic partnership. In 1999, 
South African Airways had bid to buy UA, with the aim of making 
Entebbe a regional hub. Self-interested MPs teamed up with 
businessmen and staff of the struggling UA with the aim of 
grabbing the routes of the liquidated carrier. 

The agreement is a new opportunity that should be handied 
well. Hopefully Uganda’s sharehoiding wili grow over time to 
make it truly a national carrier. (New Vision, Kampala, Dec 2) 
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b. ‘LRA killed former Pabbio country chief 
Bongomin’: The High Court has heard that the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels killed Alfred 
Bongomin, the former Pabbo county LC3 chairper- 
son in Gulu district. 


David Okumu-Okoya, 34, a former LRA rebel, the second 
prosecution principal witness against MPs Reagan Okumu , Mike 
Ocula and three other men indicted for the murder of Bongomin, 
told Justice John Bosco Katutsi that his fellow rebel, 2nd Lt. 
David Ocira, said they killed the former Movement chief. 


Okoya told court that between January 22 and 23, 2002 he 
had been sent by his immediate commander, Kwoyero, to the 
LRA’s second in command, Vincent Otii, at Kitak to collect 
ammunition. 


He said Otii gave him a tinful of bullets used in AK-47 guns. 
He said when he returned to his base at Pabo, Ocira and 
Kwoyero told him they had killed Bongomin. 


The Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions, Simon By- 
abakama Mugenyi, is prosecuting the MPs. Okoya said Kwoyero 
had earlier instructed him to go to Pabbo to meet Ocula, whom 
he did not know before, but who would give him some 
instructions. (New Vision, Kampala, Dec 2) 


{Previous issue Uganda, page 1835] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Supreme Court sets aside lands tribunal 
judgment: THE Supreme Court has set aside 
Lands Tribunal judgment of September 14, which 
upheld Chamba Valley Rose Gardens as the rightful 
owners of plots 19028 and 19029 opposite Arcades 
Shopping Mall. 


Supreme Court Deputy Chief Justice David Lewanika, judges 
Dennis Chirwa and Peter Chitengi, in a consent set{lement order, 
delivered on November 14, also dissolved an injunction granted 
to Chamba Valley Rose Gardens. 


Lewanika said by consent of the parties, it was agreed that 
Ody’s Works Company Limited would withdraw and/or abandon 
the appeal in the Supreme Court and that Chamba Valley Rose 
Gardens would abandon its claims in the Lands Tribunal. 


“This consant agreement is based on the realisation by the 
respondent (Chamba Valley Rose Gardens)’s director Lottie 
Simfukwe that the claim before the Lands Tribunal was irregular 
in some of the exhibits used in the proceedings in question on 
his part as director and witness," said Lewanika. (Post, Lusaka, 
Nov 22) 


[Previous issue Zambia, page 1835] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Mugabe party sweeps. Senate election: 
Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe’s party won 
an overwhelming majority of seats in a newly 
created Senate in Zimbabwe, partial results 
showed, Nav 27. 


The poll was marked by record low turnout and deep divisions 
in the main Opposition movement over calls for a boycott. 
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Partial results from the vote, Nov 26, showed that the ruling 
Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front would have at 
least 47 out of 66 seats in the Senate, which was established 
by a constitutional amendment pushed through by Mugabe 
earlier. 


Independent monitors predicted that an overall average 
turnout for the 31 contested seats across the country at between 
15 and 20 per cent, the lowest in any national poll since 
independence in 1989. f 

The leader of tke Opposition Movement for Democratic 
Change, Morgan Tsvangiraj, thanked supporters for "heeding 
our Call for the-boycott of this meaningless election”. 


However, the election campaign left the Movement for 
Democratic Change bitterly and perhaps irrevocably divided, 
threatening to destroy the only group to have seriously 
challenged -Mugabe’s increasingly autocratic 25-year rule. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, Nov 28) 


b. MDC suspends Tsvangirai: MDC leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai was suspended from the party 
for allegedly wilfully violating the party's constitution 
and falsely announcing that the national council vote 
on participation in the Senate elections had ended 
in a stalemate. 


In a letter dated November 24, chairman of the MDC 
national disciplinary committee Gibson Sibanda, who is also 
vice-president of the party, notified Tsvangirai that he had been 
suspended, 

Tsvangirai, however, dismissed his suspension, saying only 
the MDC national congress had the power to dismiss him. 

"Let me make reference to an unfortunate attempt to suspend 
me from the leadership of this party through a letter dated 
November 24, written by my deputy, Gibson Sibanda. 


"The MDC constitution allows nobody except congress to 
suspend or dismiss the President. “Resorting to unconstitutional 
tactics that play into the hands of Zanu-PF reflects the desperate 
and immature state of mind gripping my erstwhile comrades. 


"We are, therefore. referring this matter to the people through 
the national council and subsequently to our national congress," 
Tsvangirai said. (Herafd, Harare, Nov 28) 


MDC banishes ‘rebels’: THE Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC) national council, Dec 4, 
passed a vote of no confidence in the executive 
members of the pro-senate faction, barring them 
from carrying out party functions until the party 
congress in 2005. 


The resolution suspends deputy president Gibson Sibanda, 
secretary-general Welshman Ncube and his deputy Gift Chi- 
manikire, treasurer Fletcher Dulini-Ncube, information and 
publicity secretary Paul Themba Nyathi and secretary for policy 
and research Trudy Stevenson. 


At a meeting attended by 57 of the 66-member council, the 
body adopted a resolution to "dissociate with the pro-senate 
group" by invoking members’ constitutional right to freedom of 
association. 

"The council resolves that pending their availability for party 
business, the national council resolves to exercise its freedom 
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of association by not associating with the deputy president, 


secretary-general, deputy secretary-generel, the treasurer-gen- . 


eral, the secretary for information and publicity and the secretary 
for policy and research, among others," said the resolution 
passed by delegates from all provinces except Matabeleland 
South. 


Analysts say the resolution was crafted in such a manner 
as to hobble efforts by the pro-senate group to take their case 
to court over party assets. (Zimbabwe Independent, Harare, 
Dec 2) 


c. ‘ClO blocked Daily News registration’: The 
state-run Media and Information Commission (MIC) 
in June agreed to grant newspaper group Associ- 
ated Newspapers of Zimbabwe (ANZ), publishers 
of the banned Daily News and Daily News on 
Sunday, an operating licence but was put under 
political pressure to reverse the decision, a former 
commissioner has revealed. 


The startling revelation comes as sources, Nov 30, told 
The Financial Gazette that the state security agency, the 
Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO), had vetoed ANZ’s 
registration, which would have paved the way for the return of 
the two titles. 


Government officials, including former information and 
publicity minister Jonathan Moyo, have in the past labelled the 
Daily News-~Zimbabwe’s largest circulating newspaper before 
it was banned—a threat to national security. 


` In papers filed in the High Court, Jonathan Maphenduka, a 
former MIC board member, said the regulatory body had, at a 
June 16, 2005 meeting, agreed that there was no legal basis to 
deny the ANZ a licence. 


MIC chairman-Tafataona Mahoso, Daphne Tomana, the MIC 
board’s legal expert, Maphenduka, Mssrs Mlambo, Makoni and 
Mukondiwa attended the June 16 meeting. (Financial Gazette, 
Harare, Dec 1) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1835} 


REGİONAL 


a. AIDS —Europe rejects US policy to contain 
AIDS in Africa: Europe, led by the UK signalled a 
major split with the United States over curbing the 
AIDS pandemic in a statement, Nov 30, that tacitly 
urged African Governments not to heed the absti- 
nence-focused agenda of the Bush administration. 


The statement, released for World AIDS Day, Dec 1, 
emphasises the fundamental importance of condoms, sex 
education and access to reproductive health services. 


"We are profoundly concerned about the resurgence of 
partial or incomplete messages on HIV prevention which are 
not grounded in evidence and have limited effectiveness,” it 
said. 


Widespread anxiety: While the US is not named, there is 
widespread anxiety over the effect of its pro-abstinence agenda 
in countries such as Uganda, where statements by Janet 
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Museveni, the President's wife, and alleged problems with supply 
have ied to a serious shortage of condoms. i 

The US has pledged $15 billion over five years to fight the 
disease, most of which is channelled through the President's 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (Pepfar). 

Pepfar grants come with conditions, however - two-thirds of 
the money has to go to pro-abstinence programmes, and it is 
not available to any organisations with clinics that offer abortion 
services or even counselling. 


The US is also opposed to the provision of needles and 
syringes to drug users on the grounds that it could be construed 
as encouraging their habit. 

But the statement from 22 E.U. member states, released at 
a meeting under the UK presidency in London, calls on 
developing world Governments to use every prevention tool, 
from condoms to clean needles to sexual health clinics, in a bid 
to slow down the spread of HIV. 


UNAIDS’s latest figures show 40 million people are now 
infected, and the rate is rising as fast as ever. 


"We, the European Union, firmly believe that, to be 
successful, HIV prevention must utilise all approaches known 
to be effective, not implementing one or a few selective actions 
in isolation," it says. (Guardian, London/Hindu, New Delhi, 
Dec 2) 


Cupid goes online for HIV patients: "Curry, 
HIV-positive female, 33, seeks muscular male 
with good sense of humour for friendship and 
maybe more", a report from Cape Town South 
Africa says. 


www.thepositiveconnection.co.z a is an online dating service 
like any other, with on exception: all its members are infected 
with HIV. Started by a South African and one of the first of its 
kind worldwide, the website is a lifeline for men or women who 
are looking for love but wish to circumvent the awakward task 
of explaining they suffer from a fatal disease that could be passed 
on when they have sex. 


Ben Sassman started the site in 2003 after listening to two 
friends complain about the perils of dating as an HIV-positive 
male. 


"They were saying that when they go on dates, it might be 
going well, but when they get to the point of disclosing their 
status, its’ all over," Sassman said in an interview. "There's no 
goodbye kisses, no handshake, nothing”. 


Keen to help his friends and some 5 million other South 
Africans living with HIV, the 38-year-old salesman checked online 
dating web sites around the world and found that almost none 
asked members to reveal their HIV status. 

He decided to start his own site, with the aim of hooking 
HIV-positive people up with others in the same boat while 
removing the stress of explaining their status. 


"Just because you are HIV-positive doesn’ mean you can't 
wear sexy underwear or go out to the movies," Sassman said 
in Cape Town. "This site give people the chance to go on dates 
and find love". 


Sassman, married with three young children, is HIV negative. 
(Deccan Herald, Bangalore, Dec 2) 
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Africa’s HIV sufferers need access to free medical care 


est’s policies are putting healthcare out of reach 
We: the continent's sickest and the poorest. World 

Aids .Day was marked around the globe On Dec 
11 as a moment for much concern, and a small amount of 
hope. 

Tentative signs of progress in preventing the spread of HIV 
and treating those with it are outweighed by the failures of 
governments, both donors and recipients, to confront the 
pandemic with the urgency it deserves. Nowhere is this more 
true than in Nigeria, where the dominant mood in government 
circles was, or at least should have been, embarrassment. The 
country rivals South Africa in the number of its citizens estimated 
to be infected with HIV. It is one of the richest states in Africa. 
Its president, Olusegun Obasanjo, widely respected in Brussels, 
London and Washington, currently chairs the African Union. 


Yet Nigeria stands on the brink of havirig the Global Fund, 
the major international donor agency for fighting AIDS, tuberci:- 
losis and malaria, pull the plug. According to a letter sent from 
the fund to the government, which I obtained in Lagos recently, 
the fund has "serious concerns" about the way its money has 
been spent over the last two years. It is threatening to end the 
programme unless remedies are found fast. No other recipient 
of AIDS grants from the Global Fund has ever had such a 
warning. The fund's move is doubly embarrassing since Nigeria 
hosts the biennial conference on AIDS and sexually transmitted 
infections in Africa in the second of December. Scientists, 
researchers, community activists, UN officials, government 
ministers and people living with AIDS will converge on Abuja’ for 
discussion. But not until the conference is over will the Nigerian 
government hear from the fund whether its response to the 
charges and its list of reforms will have saved the grants due 
for the next three years. 

Nigeria is notorious for corruption, although there is no 
suggestion in the fund's letter that this is the problem with the 
handling of its grants. It complains that the government has failed 
to give clear evidence of the number of Nigerians on antiretroviral 
drugs (ARVs). The ministry of health has only said how many 
ARVs were distributed. It failed to set up a computerised 
accounting system to "allow for traceability of funds". There was 
“an absence of an adequate monitoring and evaluation system". 
The toughness of the Global Fund's letter is a tribute to the high 
standards it has set in its short life. Conceived by the G8 nations 
in 2001, the fund has already become a model for the way large 
international donor agencies ought to’ work. Six decades since 
the creation of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund, 
their lack of transparency, elitist approach, ideological biases and 
the unfair voting procedures of their boards, in which the richest 
countries have excessive power, are major problems. 


The Global Fund, by contrast, works on a basis of 
transparency and inclusivity, which also has lessons for the big 


UN funding agencies such as Unesco and Unicef, where reforms 
are needed too. The fund’s board of 20 voting members contains 
an equal number from the world’s north and south. Private 
pharmaceutical interests have seats as well as donor govern- 
ments, but so do non-governmental organisations from the south 
and north. There is also a place for groups representing people 
with the diseases the fund is fighting. 

At board meetings the NGO member is accompanied by up 


-to four experts from groups such as Oxfam, Save the Children 


and Medecins Sans Frontieres, who may not vote or speak but 
can give advice. Many decisions are taken by email votes, which 
are also preceded by inténse consultation among NGOs. 

- At the country level similar inclusivity applies. While there 
must be a "principal recipient" for the fund's grants so as to 
establish a clear legal responsibility - in Nigeria's case it is the 
federal ministry of health - there is a "country coordinating 
mechanism", which consists of NGOs and other stakeholders. 
They help to draw up the grant proposals and. review their 
implementation, thereby ensuring that proposals are relevant to 
people's needs and making space to debate contested issues. 

Where the Global Fund is weak is in its rule that, as it is not 
an implementing body, it cannot prescribe policies to recipients. 
This would clash with the principle of local ownership. But it is 
probably right that at this early stage the fund should avoid the 
ideological interventionism of the World Bank and the IMF. They 
use "conditionality" to push their own prescriptions - demanding 
privatisation, insisting on certain types of infrastructure projects 
or forcing local capital markets to open. 

The Global Fund goes to the opposite extreme, which is one 
reason why the US, while giving money to the fund, has also 
set up bilateral programmes with AIDS-ridden countries. Wash- 
ington uses these to promote its agenda that abstinence is the 
best method to prevent HIV. 

Three huge issues affect the fight against AIDS, tuberculosis 
and malaria in the poor south. They include the shortage of 
health workers (compounded by the brain drain to better-paid 
jobs in the north) and the price-of imported medicines. The third 
issue has had relatively little attention. It is the matter of "user 
fees", which people have to pay for healthcare in most 
developing countries, regardless of their income. Pressed on 
states under World Bank and IMF conditionality in the 1980s, 
these "cost recovery" programmes are a clear deterrent to people 
who need medical help. Uganda is one of the. few African states 
to have abolished them. Others, including oil-rich Nigeria, still 
have them. What is the point of the Global Fund giving grants 
to countries to buy ARVs and blood-testing equipment if people 
cannot afford to be checked or get the drugs they need? Nigeria 
does not charge people the full cost, but even its subsidised 
medicine is too expensive for most. (Guardian Newspapers Ltd, 
Londor/Hindu, New Delhi, Dec 3) 


Printed and published by C P Chacko on behalf of Asian News Chroniclers. Printed at Ashish Printers & Publication (P) Lid, 1810/4, Kotla 
Mubarakpur, New Delhi-110003; and published from A-21, Press Enclave, Saket, New Delhi-110 017 (India). Annual subscription: india Rs. 800/- 


US$ 150/ (inclusive of annual binder) Ph: 011-6851933, 


wth 


e-mail: asiannewsdigest@hotmail.com, administrator@asiannewsdigest.com FOR INDIAN SUBSCRIBERS-ON ONLY, > 


www.asiannewsdigest.com 
Managing Editor: C P Chacko 


£ 
NOT FOR SALE; ABROAD TPN 


? 
È 5 oa 
S 


E 


- 


D es 
A 


pre  athicnn @ Chronicle 


1849 


A fortnightly Baoe Overnance, economy, development, human rights and environment 





December 3—17, 2005 






ALGERIA 


a. President Bouteflika critical: Algerian Presi- 
dent Abdelaziz Bouteflika is reported to be in a 
critical condition at a French military hospital where 
he was admitted for surgery for ulcer in November. 

According to www.zimb-eat.com, a medical report leaked to 
Algerian media said the health condition of the 68-year old leader 
has not improved. However Moroccan authorities said President 
Bouteflika Is in good health. 

The sources said @ French medical report, which was backed 
by Bouteflika’s brother Mostafa, a physician who accompanies 
the Algerian leader on his sickbed, said that the Algerian leader 
should not be discharged from Val de Grace military hospital. 
The classified report said that "the health condition of the 
68-year-old Algerian leader has not improved," diplomatic 
sources added. (Daily Trust, Abuja, Dec 15) 


[Previous issue Algeria, page 1813] 


ANGOLA 


a. Angola sings accord with Microsoft: A 
co-operation agreement in the domain of technology 
was signed on Dec 15 among the National Com- 
mission of Information Technologies, the Reserve 
Bank (BNA) and the US firm Microsoft. 


The accord comprises the areas of training of computing 


teachers, recovery of software and improvement of financing 
system. The document was signed by the deputy minister of 
Science and Technology, Pedro Teta, a BNA official, Antonio 
Moises Pinto, and a Microsoft representative. 


The agreement is part of a project named “Partners In 
Learning" of Microsoft; "which aims at training 40 teachers. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Dec 16) 


Accord with Sweden, Unicef on AIDS: Sweden and the 
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) recently agreed on a US $4.3 
million initiative aimed at boosting Angola's national strategy on 
HIV/AIDS epidemics. 


Speaking during the signing of the agreement in the Angolan 
capital Luanda, Unicef Resident Representative Mario. Ferrari 
said the first phase of the accord sought to cover the hard-hit 
provinces of Cunene and Benguela. Ferrari noted that the 
Swedish funds would be used for over three years to launch 
anti-AIDS youth clubs and learning centres. 

"We think that the Swedish aid comes at a crucial time when 
new fronts are opening for the fight against the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic", he said. (UN integrated Regional information 
Networks, Johannesburg, Dec 15) 

Angola, Oman establish diplomatic ties: Avigoia: and the 

. Sultanate of Oman sianed. Dec 12. in New York an accord that 
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aims at establishing diplomatic relations between the two 
countries. The document was signed by the Angolan ambassa- 
dor to the UN Ismael Gaspar Martins and Fuad Al-Hinai, Oman, 
in a ceremony held in the premises of Angola's Permanent 
Mission at the UN. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Dec 13) 

Angola, South Africa protocol on defence: The Cabinet 
Council approved the Co-operation Protocol between Angola 
and South Africa on defence within the framework of the General 
Cooperation Agreement and the setting up of Bilateral Commis- 
sion. The protocol plans co-operation between the two sides in 
the technical and military field, in conformity with the international 
obligations. 

The two parties have decided to cooperate in specific areas 
such as the policy of defence, teaching and instruction, military 
intelligence, exchange of information on structural organisation 
of the respective Defence Ministries and Armed Forces, 
peace-keeping missions and relief operations. 

The protocol also covers the health and military medical aid, 
military legislation and military-related legal issues, disarmament 
and control of armaments, military-civic relations, among others. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Dec 12) 


Earthquake in downtown Luanda: Downtown 
Luanda, Angola’s capital on Dec 12, shaken for 
about 20 seconds by an earthquake that caused 
the evacuation of residents and workers of tall 
buildings. 

The phenomenon did not cause victims nor material 
damages.. According to the head of the Geophysics Division of 
the National Institute of Meteorology (INAMET), Vasco Jos, the 
shocks were of low intensity and the tall buildings shook more 
because of their foundation structure. 


Earthquake was of 6.8 magnitude, with the epicentre located 


-at 55 km from Kalemy locality, in DR Congo, and was also felt 


in Luanda. In Angola and DR Congo the earthquake was also 
felt in Tanzania, Kenya and Rwanda. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, Dec 6) 


[Previous issue Angola; page 1837] 


BOTSWANA 


a. Botswana, Zimbabwe sign accord on 
standardisation: The Zimbabwe Standards Asso- 
ciation (SAZ) and the Botswana Bureau of Stand- 
ards (BOBS) have signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU). 

Under terms of the MoU, the two neighbours will cooperate 
in the areas of standardisation, conformity, training in stand- 
ardisation and quality assurance, exchange visits and repre- 
sentation at regional or international standardisation fora. In 
addition. Zimbabwe and Botswana undertook to recoanise each 
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other's certification marks and to undertake, on each other's 
behalf or jointly, pre-shipment inspection and certification of 
designated products traded between them. Exporters, especially 
timber and timber manufacturers will find it a lot easier to trade 
between the two countries. (The Herald, Harare, Dec 16) 


[Previous issue Botswana, page 1825] 


BURUNDI 


a. Burundian refugees seek permanent resi- 
dence: After spending about 30 years in Rwanda, 


Burundian refugees at Kigeme Refugee Camp in’ 


Gikongoro Province are petitioning the Rwandan 
authorities to accord them permanent residence 
status. 


"We are tired of being called refugees, and we are still afraid 
of returning home where we have no property and basic 
necessities," observed one elderly refugee. 


The refugees who do not want to return to Burundi include 
those who were born in Rwanda and have adopted Rwandan 
culture and social system, according to reports. 


However, there are fears that some refugees may be running 

` away from facing trial for crimes committed back home. An official 

from the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Emmanuel Niyibaho, said 

the move to seek permanent residence is due to the good care 
and schooling that the refugees receive in Rwanda. 


He said according the refugees permanent residence is in 
line with international regulations. He said denying them the right 
to return homs would contravene measures to settle the refugee 
crisis in the region. He proposed that the refugees can also be 
transferred by UNHCR to countries that may agree to offer 
permanent residence. (The New Times, Kigali, Dec 12) 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1837] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. UN mission in Central African Republic 
extended: UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has 
upgraded the organization’s mission in post-election 
Central African Republic and extended its mandate 
until the end of 2006 at the request of the 
Government. 


Annan told the Security Council that "the authorities of the 
Central African Republic have advised my Representative that 
they would like the United Nations Peacebuilding Support Office 
in the Central African Republic (BONUCA) to continue to assist 
them in their efforts towards building lasting peace, following the 
restoration of constitutional order in their country.” He recom- 
mends extending BONUCA’s mandate through 2006 to enable 
it to help the country build on the success of its recent elections 
- a proposal which was accepted by the Council. 


Support from BONUCA, particularly in strengthening political 
dialogue and promoting the rule of law, would help to create a 
climate conducive to reform, reconstruction and development, 
he said. (UN News Service, New York, Dec 7) 


UN agency opens a third camp for refugees in Chad: A 
continuing flow of people fleeing after fighting in northern Central 
African Republic (CAR) between unidentified armed men and 
the military have forced the United Nations refugee agency to 
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open a third camp in Chad to accommodate the new arrivais 
whose number has swelled to 12,500 since June. 

On Dec 14, the first convoy carrying 200 of the 12,500 
refugees who had been temporarily housed at the Amboko 
refugee site, were transferred to the new settlement near Gori, 
the main city in southern Chad, Ron Redmond, spokesman for 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),said in 
Geneva on Dec 16. 


While Amboko was initially intended for 20,000 refugees who 
fled CAR in 2003, it is now “overburdened” with a population 


“exceeding 26,000 people, he said. "The recent arrivals were also 


occupying land reserved for agricultural activities by the existing 
camp population to help them become more self-reliant and 
reduce their dependence on humanitarian assistance, as 
prospects for voluntary repatriation are currently slim,” he added. 
(UN News Service, New York, Dec 16). 


[Previous issue Central African Republic, page 1814] 


CHAD 


a. UN helps thousands displaced by volcano 
in Comoros: Joining in emergency relief operations 
in the small Indian Ocean country of Comoros, 
where a volcanic eruption may have displaced more 
than a third of the total population, the United 
Nations help in providing clean water, clearing away 
dust and debris and assessing damage to agricul- 
ture and livestock. 

There are concerns about the impact of pollution due to 
volcanic debris on public health, agriculture and livestock for 
some 250,000 people living in 76 villages in the areas covered 
by the ash and smoke, the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said on Dec 2. 

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is supporting the 
Government's delivery of clean water by providing water tanks, 
fuel for trucks, and financial resources to cover operational costs. 
On average, 200,000 litres of water have been delivered each 
day. UNICEF has also supported the cleaning of all schools and 
is ensuring their water supply. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) is providing technical 
expertise to assess public health and water and sanitation 
conditions. Affected populations have also been inhaling toxic 
dust since Karthala volcano began erupting on 24 November 
and many, including the elderly and children, are now affected. 
(UN News Service, New York, Dec 2) 


[Previous issue Chad, page 1837] 


EGYPT 


a. Over 50 journalists attacked: Reporters 
Without Borders has accused the Egyptian authori- 
ties of waging a campaign of harassment against 
the press throughout the month-long, staggered 
legislative elections, in which more than 50 journal- 
ists were prevented from covering the polling. 

Most of these were also subjected to violence by police, 
officials or members of the public. "By forbidding many TV crews 
from polling stations, the Egyptian authorities deliberately 
prevented them from fulfilling their duty to report the news," 
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Reporters Without Borders added. "We consider this behaviour 
to be intolerable and we call for the punishment of those 
responsible for the violence." 

The third and final phase of the elections, which took place 
on December 7, was particularly violent. More than 15 journalists 
were prevented from working. Joumalists working for the 
pan-Arab satellite TV station Al Jazeera and the independent 
daily “Al-Masry Al-Youm"” were the worst affected. (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, Paris, Dec 9) ` 


State security agents arrest website editor: Reporters 
Without Borders has voiced concern about the detention of 
Ahmed Mahmoud Abdallah, the second website or blog editor 
to be arrested since late October, and called for his immediate 
release. 

A former editor of “Al-Shaab", an opposition newspaper that 
was closed down, he was arrested on December 5i n Cairo by 
members of the Amn-El-Dawla state security agency. (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, Paris, Dec 8) 


Muslim Brotherhood’s success poses new 
dilemma: The Muslim Brotherhood’s success in 
Egypt's parliamentary elections poses a dilemma 
for President Hosni Mubarak, for the 

US, and other countries urging greater 
Middle East democracy but fearful of Islamist 
activism. 


The Muslim Brotherhood’s success in Egypt's parliamentary 
elections, which came to a turbulent end, will reverberate around 
the Arab world. The region traditionally looks to Cairo for a lead. 
And potentially incompatible demands for strengthened civil 
societies and the integration of Islamists into mainstream politics 
are this year's hot topic. 


The Brotherhood’s advance also poses a dilemma for Hosni 
Mubarak, Egypt's president, and for the US and other countries 
urging greater Middle East democracy but fearful of Islamist 
activism. 


Officially the Brotherhood is banned in Egypt, as in several 
Arab countries. The Bush administration refuses to talk to the 
movement. It is equally wary of Islamists such as Hamas, 
expected to make gains in next month’s Palestinian elections. 


Poll results gave the ruling National Democratic party and 
its allies roughly 333 seats in the 454-seat assembly. Secular 
parties and independents took a handful of seats. But the 
Brotherhood was the big gainer. Its 19% share of the vote, 
transiating into a record 88 seats, confirmed it as Egypt's main 
opposition group - despite its decision to field only about 150 
candidates for fear of provoking a crackdown. 


Fraud claims repeated: The elections saw a repeat of the 
fraud claims that marred Mubarak’s re-election triumph in 
September. 

Violence and mass arrests of Brotherhood supporters 
accompanied the poll, and at least eight people were killed amid 
widespread complaints that police had stopped some opposition 
voters casting their ballots. 

"Bullets govern the elections," the opposition Al-Wafd 
newspaper declared. Meanwhile, the pro-government A/l-Gom- 
huria warned that "The Mullahs are Coming!", playing on fears 
that although the Brotherhood's campaign emphasized practical 
issues, its slogan "Islam is the Solution" pointed to a hidden 








agenda of social intolerance, Sharia law, repression of women 
and hostility to religious minorities. 


The Brotherhood says that is a distortion. Spokesman 
Mohammad Moursi said earlier this year: “All around the world, 
people want to be democratic, to pick their own leaders. Creating 
a democratic; civil party is our aim. 


We want political reform. But the constitution says the main 
source of all laws is the Quran.” 


Setback for reforms: Meanwhile, Egypt's reform rollercoas- 
ter hit another trough this week with the renewed detention of 
former presidential candidate Ayman Nour. 


"Nour's trial, like the violence against voters, is a terrible 
advertisement for President Mubarak’s supposed reform 
agenda," Human Rights Watch said. 


Nour's plight also prompted criticism from the US. "This is 
the latest in a string of events that cause us serious concern 
about developments in Egypt," the state department said. But 
while condemning poll irregularities, Washington says “consid- 
erable progress" has been made. 


Egyptian officials say that despite all the problems, the 
impetus for reform will gather pace. "The process has become 
unstoppable,” one official said. 


"The next elections [in 2010] will bring even bigger changes." 
Asked whether the ban on the Brotherhood would be lifted, he 
said it was up to the movement to abide by Egypt's constitution, 
which forbids parties based on religion, ethnicity or gender. It 
had to decide whether it was ready to join the secular political 
mainstream. (Guardian Newspapers Ltd, London/Hindu, 
New Delhi, Dec 12) 


[Previous issue Egypt, page 1838] 


ERITREA 


a. UN peace mission at crossroads: As staff 
of the United Nations mission meant to keep the 
truce between Ethiopia and Eritrea began pulling 
out of for security reasons following new restrictions 
placed on them by the Government, the head of 
UN peacekeeping said the Mission is at crossroads. 


Eighty-seven staff members of the UN Mission in Ethiopia 
and Eritrea left for Ethiopia on Dec 15 following the Security 
Council decision to adjust deployment for their safety after Eritrea 
requested the ouster of staff mainly from Western countries, 
Jean-Marie Guihenno, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeep- 
ing Operations said. 

"The measure that we have taken is of a temporary nature," 
he said. It is [being undertaken] in the face of the unacceptable 
actions and decision that have been made recently by Eritrea. 


The Council asks us to review the future of the Mission and 
to promptly come up with a range of possible solutions or actions 
for the Mission.” 


Guihenno and UN Military Advisor Lt Gen Radhir Kumar 
Mehta had been visiting both Ethiopia and Eritrea to review 
and assess the situation on the ground, and ascertain what 
steps can be taken to improve it. (UN News Service, New York, 
Dec 16) 


[Previous issue Eritrea, page 1839] 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. CUD leaders to be charged with outrage 
on constitution, armed revolt: The federal public 
prosecutor opposed the plea for the release of the 
leaders of the Coalition for Unity and Democracy 
(CUD) and other members of the "free press" and 
civil societies, jailed in connection with violence in 
Addis Ababa and other towns. 


In its written response to the plea, the public prosecutor 
intimated that the detainees could be charged with obstruction 
of the exercise constitutional powers, attack on the political 
and territorial integrity of the state, outrage on the constitution 
or and armed uprising or civil war. (The Reporter, Addis Ababa, 
Dec 17) 7 

Farmers cooperatives, French firm sign accord on 
fertilizer: Two farmers cooperatives operating in Oromia State 
and Yara France, an international fertilizer manufacturing 
company, signed a 125 million birr agreement providing for the 
import fertilizer. 

According to the agreement, Hetosa and Ambo Farmers 
Cooperatives will purchase 50,000 tons of fertilizer from the 
company. 

The agreement was signed by chairmen of the cooperatives 
and company representative Dr. Bisrat Gebre-Egziabher. 

Yara France exports 16 million metric tons of fertilizer to 
world market every year. (The Ethiopian Herald, Addis Ababa, 
Dec 14) 

[Previous issue Ethiopia, page1840} 


GAMBIA 


a. Bail denied to Nadd Trio: The Gambia Court 
Of Appeal declined to rule on the application for 
bail made by the counsel for the three appellants— 
Halifa Sallah, Hamat Bah and Omar Jallow. 


According to the presiding judge, Justice Savage, the issues 
involved in the appeal will be decided on December 12. 


The three appellants were brought before the high court on 
18th November. Omar Jallow and Halifa Sallah were charged 
with one count each of sedition. They are also charged with 
making false statements against the President and the Govern- 
ment. Hamat Bah is charged with unlawful retention of official 
document. At the trial, they asked the trial Judge, Justice Paul, 
not to proceed with the case. The trial Judge refused and 
proceeded to enter a plea of not guilty for all three defendants. 
He also remanded all of them to custody on his own motion 
and adjourned the trial till 14th December 2005. 


The appeal of the defendants is to set aside the entire 
proceedings of 18th November, 2005, presided over by Justice 
Paul. During the hearing of the appeal on Dec 7, Mr Darboe, 
the leading counsel! of the appellants applied for an affidavit to 
be made part of the records of the court. The affidavit contains 
the following statement made by Justice Paul: "I know some of 
you do not like me". The prosecutor whe was in court that day 
said she could not remember whether Justice Paul made the 
statement or not. She asked for an adjournment to allow her 
time to react. (FronfPageAfrica, Monrovia, Dec 8) 


[Previous issue Gambia, page 1840] 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN extends ban on diamond imports: The 
UN Security Council has unanimously approved a 
new resolution to ban imports of rough diamonds 
from war-torn Cote d'Ivoire and renew an existing 


` arms embargo. 


Individual sanctions, repeatedly threatened by the UN, have 
not yet been implemented. Instead, the 15-member body 
reiterated its willingness to impose travel bans and freezing of 
assets on individuals deemed to have impeded the peace 
process, committed human rights violations, incited hatred and 
violence, or violated the arms embargo. 


The Security Council on Dec 15 "renewed for another year 
the arms embargo and the travel and financial restrictions 
imposed on the country on 15 November 2004 and decided to 
ban imports of rough diamonds from the country," . Ivory Coast 
is bogged down by a three-year old conflict that sliced the country 
in two when rebels seized the north in a failed coup in September 
2002 and the government retained the south after the interven- 
tion of troops from former colonial power France. 


The new ban on Ivorian diamonds follows a report by a UN 
team of experts who travelled to Cote d'lvoire to assess whether 
the warring parties had adhered to the November 2004 arms 
embargo. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Dakar, Dec 16) 


Banny sworn in as Prime Minister: Charles Konan Banny 
was sworn in as interim prime minister of Cote d'Ivoire on Dec 
13, facing the daunting task of restoring the war-torn country to 
peace in just 11 months. 


Banny took over from Seydou Diarra at a special! handover 
ceremony in the main city Abidjan. The ceremony was closed 
to the press. Diarra headed a power-sharing government that 
was to have resolved the country’s three-year conflict, but failed. 
Cote d'Ivoire has been divided in two since 2002, with rebels 
holding the north and the government in control of the south. 


The new prime minister now takes over a deadlocked peace 
process and will have to organise a long delayed programme of 
disarmament, resolve the sensitive issue of who is entitled to 
citizenship, and organise presidential elections -- all before an 
October 2006 deadline. An attempt to hold elections on 30 
October failed because of the intransigence of the factions on 
all these issues, forcing the UN to extend President Laurent 
Gbagbo’s mandate for 12 months by special resolution. Under 
the terms of UN resolution 1633, Banny will have “full authority 
over the cabinet" and has been promised assistance from a 
specially appointed group of international monitors who will 
submit progress reports to the UN. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Abidjan, Dec 7) 


Ivory Coast’s fragile peace: A plank studded with rusty 


-nails lies across the road as the Medecins San Frontieres (MSF) 


car enters rebel territory after crossing a United Nations 
checkpoint. Two young men in fatigues step out of the shade 
as we stop in front of this makeshift roadblock. Each gesture, 
using both hands as if to pull a bag over his head. 


After repeating this baffling movernent several times, one 
comes up to the car windows and says in French: “Give us 
condoms". 
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The mime is explained, but | am surprised by the demand. 
“It happens all the time" says the MSF nurse sitting behind me. 
She politely telis the soldiers they can go to any MSF clinic for 
condoms. It is MSF policy never to give anything out at 
roadblocks. 


That some young men in Ivory Coast know about condoms 
is not known to MSF alone. 


In the first decades after independence from France the 
Government created one of thee best-equipped health systems 
in West Africa and in the 1990s started a national HIV awareness 
campaign. But everything stopped when the civil war broke out 
in November 2002. 


International pressure produced a ceasefire in 2003 but the 
country remains split and foreign peacekeepers maintain a fragile 
truce. : 


The government relaunched its HIV programme this year, 
but in the north of the country, which is in the hands of the rebel 
movement New Forces, MSF carries the main burden of 
education work. Every Monday Saskia Ohlin, the project 
coordinator in Danane, where MSF runs a 90-bed hospital and 
several outpatient departments, goes to the New Forces 
headquarters to hand out condoms, which are rarely available 
on the market. 


The Government abandoned the hospital in 2002 and most 
of its former doctors, nurses, and midwives, who came from 
Abidjan or other southern cities, are afraid to return. Danane 
was the only referral hospital in the region of almost 400,000 
people. MSF chose to work in the west because the war hit this 
region hardest. 


An MSF study in April 2005 found "an alarmingly high number 
of sexually transmitted infections," which it said was “not a 
side-effect of personal behaviour but a symptom of conditions 
fuelled by war, displacement and economic desperation”. 


Two years ago MSF arrived and has reequipped the looted 
hospital. "For the sake of my family’s health I’m ready to pay," 
says a large sign outside one of the impatient wards, a reminder 
of the government's socially unjust cost-recovery programme. 
MSF care is free. i 


MSF also runs mobile clinics in the villages, which include 
local MSF-trained staff. In the past the sick had to walk for hours 
to reach help. 


Three clinics are in the "confidence zone," a belt of 
demilitarized land 20 to 30 miles wide -which divides the New 
Forces from the government army and its militias. 


It is patrolled by about 7,500 UN peacekeepers and 4,000 
French troops. MSF also works in government territory. At Bin 
Houye, a sad town of bombed buildings and shuttered shops 
with less than half its prewar population, MSF has a small 
headquarters and a team which visits abandoned government 
health posts in each of 12 villages once a week. 


The war shattered the economy and a collapse in cocoa 
prices forced hundreds to abandon their fields. Families in the 
western regions spilt as men went to Abidjan to look for work. 
Young women are tempted into sex work and many soldiers are 
clients. 

HIV prevalence, estimated to be at least 10 per cent, is twice 
as high as in Nigeria, which has had no recent war. "You can 
assume there is more HIV around than before the conflict," says 
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Ms Ohlin. "The medical infrastructure collapsed totally at the 
start, meaning there was no education on HIV/AIDS so people 
did not know how to protect themselves". 

MSF has shown it can move faster than government in 
restoring general medical service in the post-conflict chaos. 
(Guardian Newspapers Limited, London/Hindu, New Delhi, 
Dec 15) 


[Previous issue ivory Coast, page 1840] 


KENYA 


a. 175 police ofifcers suspended on graft 
charge: More than 100 senior officers were sus- 
pended on Dec 16 and the results of the country- 
wide police recruitment programme cancelled 
following allegations of widespread corruption. 


Maj-Gen Ali cancelled recruitment and suspended officers 


The officers were among 175 policemen and women sent 
home on the allegations by Kenya's anti-graft chief. 


It means everyone involved in the recruitment, the innocent 
as well as the guilty, has been sent home pending the result of 
an investigation into the graft claims. Police commissioner 
Mohammed Hussein Ali, ordered by Internal security minister 
John Michuki also announced that he had revoked admission 
letters already issued to 3,000 new recruits. 


Among the suspended were 13 senior superintendents, 
29 superintendents, 33 chief inspectors and 27 inspectors. 
(The Nation, Nairobi, Dec 17) 


[Previous Issue Kenya, page 1841] 


LIBERIA 


a. Call for restraint on Post-election state- 
ments by losing Liberian Presidential candidate: 
Despite the judgment of international observers that 
the two rounds of Liberia’s 2005 elections were 
clean and the rejection of his complaints by election 
authorities, former Liberian presidential candidate 
George Weah continues to refuse to accept the 
results of either the first round of voting on October 
11 or the second round on November 8. 


US Congressman Chris Smith (R-NJ), Chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on Africa, Global Human Rights and 
International Operations, urged Weah to tone down his rhetoric 
casting doubt on the legitimacy of the Liberian elections in which 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was chosen to become Africa’s first elected 
woman President. 


"This is a historic election for Liberia and Africa as a whole. 
The selection by the voters of someone with the experience and 
integrity of Mrs. Sirleaf is a great advancement," Smith said. 
“Unfortunately, Weah has chosen to threaten the advancement 
of his country by ignoring the opinion and ruling of those who 
have monitored this process closely. 


As an international soccer star, he should understand the 
need to accept rulings by the judges. If he were still playing, 
he would definitely get a red-card penalty for his statements." 
(United States Department of State, Washington, DC, 
Dec 16) 


1854 


Liberia, China sign $247,000 accord: The 
People’s Republic of China has again committed 
itself to helping Liberia in rebuilding major roads in 
City of Monrovia in an agreement signed between 
the Republics of Liberia and China on Dec 13 at 
the Chinese Embassy. 

China will provide a sum of $247,000 to Liberia in its road 
building efforts. 

Already, the Ministry has embarked road rebuilding projects 
in and around Monrovia. This exercise is said to be made 
possible through financial and logistical assistance from China. 
Chinese Ambassador Lin Songtian and Liberian Foreign Minister 
Thomas Yaya Nimely signed the accord at the Chinese Embassy 
in Monrovia. (The Analyst, Monrovia, Dec 14) 


[Previous issue Liberia, page 1841] 


LIBYA 


a. $22m instant coffee deal with Uganda 
signed: Uganda and Libya have signed a deal to 
set up a $22m (about sh40.3b) instant coffee plant 
in the country. 

The agreement was signed between the Uganda Coffee 
Development Authority (UCDA) and the Libyan Arab African 
Investment Company (LAAICO) on Monday. 

LAAICO will initially contro! 85% shares in the company which 
will be known as Uganda Coffee Cooperation. The remaining 
15% will be held by Uganda largely in form of land and other 
infrastructure, Henry Ngabirano, the UCDA managing director, 
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said. "But the private investors will be free to take up the 
Government's 15% stake and later some of the Libyan shares," 
he said. Ngabirano said the plant would increase coffee 
earnings ten-fold. (New Vision, Kampala, Dec 7) 


[Previous issue Libya, page 1819] 
MALAWI 


a. Government alleges "mercenary" journal- 
ists are discrediting officials for money: The 


Office of the President and Cabinet. (OPC) has. .. 


alleged that five journalists have been hired to write 
articles to discredit President Bingu wa Mutharika 
and his cabinet. 


In a statement issued on Dec 9, OPC’s Director of Public 
Relations Mike Kamwendo alleged that three of the "mercenary" 
journalists work with the "Daily Times", one for "The Nation" and 
one for "The Chronicle". 


Kamwendo alleges that the journalists have been paid by 
Phillip Bwanali, a former cabinet minister, since August, and that 
their work for him entails attacking ‘the president and his wife, 
the foreign affairs minister, the attorney general and other high 
ranking officials. 


In an interview with MISA Malawi, Kamwendo refused to 
name the journalists, saying: "If they do not desist from their 
abortive grand mission, for starters, their identities will be 
exposed." (Media Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek, 
Dec 14) 


An aid army marches to no drum at all as Malawi faces worst food crisis 


is hard to find an office building without some benevolent 
organization come to help Malawi's poor. . 


The United Nations is here in force. The British are 

P ¥ omnipresent in their former colony. Some major 

Spotlight charities occupy two floors in Lilongwe office 

blocks. Malawi may be destitute—in 2001, the average earnings 

were less than 50 cents a day—but commercial real estate is 
thriving. 

It makes one wonder why, with so many experts here to do 


good, the rest of the country not only isn't thriving, but is slipping 
backward. 


Since 1981, the United States Agency for International 
Development said in a troubling report in September outsiders 
have sought to fix Malawi's ills through more than 20 economic 
adjustment programs devised by the World Bank and eight 
related loans from the International Monetary Fund. International 
charities poured in countless private dollars. Overseas develop- 
ment assistance - foreign aid - totals about $35 per person, and 
makes up $8 of every $10 spent on economic development. 


| n Blantyre, Malawi's second city and in the capital, Lilongwe, it 


Yet despite that, the report states, only Yemen, Ethiopia and 
Burundi have worse rates of chronic malnutrition than does 
Malawi, where 49 percent of all children are stunted. Moreover, 
that rate has not improved for 15 years. 


Malawi is now suffering through one of the worst hunger 
emergencies in Africa. The ostensible cause is drought. The real 


reason, however, is worsening poverty. Many of the 12 million 
or so people are now so poor that they have nothing to fall back 
on in good times, much less in bad ones. 


By most appearances, neither legions of charity workers nor 
phalanxes of money-toting economic structural adjusters have 
done much except, perhaps, to prevent stunting among even 
more malnourished children. 


Tangled story of decline: Malawi's decline is a long and 
tangled story. The British set up tea and tobacco plantations in 
what was then called Nyasaland, taking peasants off their own 
land to grow more profitable crops. 


After the British left in 1964, an avaricious dictatorship 
expanded the plantations, leaving farmers with ever-smaller 
plots. By 1988, 8 in 10 farmers cultivated less than three acres 
of land - hardly enough to live on, much less make a profit. 


A major drought ravaged those small farmers in 1992, and 
every effort to revive them has failed or, often, backfired. Families 
have increasingly resorted to casual labor to survive, further 
reducing the time they have to- tend their own tiny fields, forcing 
them to sell off crucial assets like cattle to buy food. 


In theory, all this is reversible. “Technically, we know what 


. to do," Suresh Babu, a senior researcher at the Washington- 


based International Food Policy Research Institute, said in an 
interview. "We know how to prevent this crisis, to put them on 
a long-term path of development.” 
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Babu knows: from 1989 to 1994, he advised Malawi's 
government and the United Nations on, food issues. But 
practically, Babu says, Malawi's problems are intractable. 
International organizations and Malawi leaders disagree over 
anti-poverty strategies. 


Government corruption siphons money and will. Global 
charities compete for their own pet projects, rather than 
cooperating on an integrated plan. Malawi hasn't the money or 
political consensus to do what is needed on its own. 


Take irrigation: Amid drought, a gigantic freshwater lake runs 
virtually the entire length of eastern Malawi, enough water to 
saturate millions of now-parched acres. Yet only 2 percent of 
Malawi's arable land is irrigated. Virtually all of that grows cash 
crops like tobacco and sugar cane, not the com that all 
Malawians eat. 


The government wants to extend water to small farmers, but 
lacks money. So charities build local irrigation projects, but when 
they finish and leave, the projects fall apart for lack of 
maintenance and expertise. 


Why doesn’t Malawi train its own experts to improve 
agriculture? It did: Babu says he trained 450 experts in food 
policy and nutrition during his five years there. 

But "when | go back, | don't see them," he says: about 150 
have died, many victims of AIDS. Others left the government for 
better-paying jobs in global charities or the United Nations. 

That, say Babu and others, is central to the problem. 

Malawi and its kin lack the capacity—skilled managers and 
policy makers, good roads and machinery, investors and 
entrepreneurs - to sustain any effort to climb out of poverty. 


So outsiders take up the task, often with conflicting aims and 


short-term success, often to the.government's dismay. 


Most people here want to do good, and succeed in the short 
run. But to many, this is a Salvation Army without a general, 
marching in different directions while poverty and pestilence 
pillage the civilians. (Michael Wines in New York Times/Hindu, 
New Delhi, Dec 8) 


[Previous i issue Malawi, page 1806] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Military leader keeps promise to let RFI 
resume FM broadcasts: Reporters Without Bor- 
ders has welcomed the resumption of FM broad- 
casts by Radio France Internationale (RFI) in 
Nouakchott after a. ban imposed in October 2000 
was lifted. 


The authorities gave the go-ahead at the end of a visit to 
Nouakchott by RFI's deputy director for international relations, 
Jean-Marc Belchi. 


Mauritania’s military leader, Col. Ely Ould Mohamed Vall, had 
told Reporters Without Borders during a meeting in October that 
he would lift the five-year-old ban, promising a return to "the 
situation that existed when broadcasts were suspended." 


Talks are also under way with Mauritania's national radio 
station for the construction of a radio mast that would enable 
RFI to extend the area covered by its FM broadcast to include 
the western city of Nouadhibou. 
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Retransmission of the broadcasts of RMC Moyen-Orient, an 
RFI offshoot, is also planned. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, 
Paris, Dec 13) Pt 


[previous issue Mauritania, pege1829] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Parliament ratiffes protocol on rights of 
African women: The Mozambican parliament on 
Dec 8 voted unanimously to ratify the Protocol to 
the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights 
on the Rights of Women in Africa. 


Introducing the protocol, Foreign Minister Alcinda Abreu 
described it as “a document of extraordinary force and vitality. 
Above all, it enshrines the rights of African women as inalienable, 
interdependent and indivisible human rights". 


She said the protocol aims at "public education, seeking to 
eliminate damaging cultural and traditional practices, and all 
other practices based on the idea of the superiority of one sex 
over the other’. 


it also aimed at "adopting appropriate measures to outlaw 
any exploitation and degradation of women". 


The Protocol binds states that ratify it to include the 
principle of equality between men and women in their 
constitutions and laws, and to guarantee that this principle is 
effectively applied. 


States must also take legislative measures to root out 
practices that endanger the health and well-being of women, 
and must ensure that a gender perspective is included in political 
and legislative decisions, and in development plans. (Agencia 
de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Dec 8) 


Government to pay $48 million to former 
migrants: The Mozambican government on Dec 11 
agreed to pay a total of over $48 million to citizens 
who were once migrant workers in the former 
German Democratic Republic (GDR). 


Since there are about 16,000 of the former migrants (known 
colloquially as “majermanes"), this means the government is 
paying each of them an average of $3,000. 


For years the majermanes have claimed that the government 
owes them vast sums of money, and in 2002 they won a major 
victory when the government agreed to repay, as an "exceptional 
measure", the social security contributions that were sent from 
the GDR to Mozambique in the 1980s. 


This started as the relatively modest sum of 7.3 million 
dollars for the 11,252 former migrants who were then 
registered with the Labour Ministry. 


But as more majermanes have registered, so the sums have 
increased, and now stand at over $10 millions. 


Meetings between the Forum of Returnees from the ex-GDR, 
which claims to represent.the majermanes, and Labour Minister 
Helena Taipo, have been taking place eee throughout 
this year. 


Taipo gave what she described as the government's 
"definitive response" to the majermane claims. (Agencia de 
informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Dec 12) . 


[Previous issue Mozambque, page 1830} 
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NAMIBIA 


a. Shutdown of South African refineries 
triggers panic buying of unleaded petro!: Some 
service stations in Namibia have run out of unleaded 
petrol, but oil industry executives have assured that 
the country will have enough fuel to weather a 
temporary disruption in supplies from South Africa. 

The disruption was caused by a shutdown of most South 
African oil refineries, from where Namibia gets its fuel. The 
refineries are being revamped for the phasing out of leaded petrol 
next month. The Namibia Oil industry Association said, “although 
all the refineries in South Africa were fully operational again since 
the beginning of the week, the monthly shipment supplies to 
Namibia were affected, with delivery schedules having been 
postponed." Speculation about a looming petrol shortage at the 
height of the holiday season caused panic, with car owners in 
Windhoek queuing at service stations to fill their tanks. : 

The Association's Harald Schmidt told The Namibian that he 
could not explain why service stations in Windhoek had run dry, 
but suggested that it could have been caused by panic buying 
sparked by "sensational media reporting". (The Namibian, 
Windhoek, Dec 9) 


[Previous issue Namibia, page 1842] 


NIGERIA 


a. Amid US agency report, panel grounds 16 
Boeing planes: Sixteen Boeing 737 (100 and 200 
series) planes owned by six airlines were grounded, 
Dec 17, by aviation authorities, following a report 
by the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
which alleged faults in the model of aircraft. 

The grounding, coming on the heels of Sosoliso plane crash, 
in Port Harcourt which claimed 102 lives, was effected by a 
15-member technical panel raised by the minister of aviation, 
Professor Babalola Borisade. 

The action, described as a precautionary measure, left 
hundreds of air travellers stranded at various airports across the 
country. 

Worst hit by the directive, as announced by the panel 
chairperson, Engineer Folasade Odutola, is Bellview Airlines, 
which had all its five Boeing 737 aircraft operating domestic 
flights grounded. 

The airline is left with only two Boeing 767 operating 
international flight - London, India routes. This was followed by 
Chanchangi Airline which had three of its total fleet of nine aircraft 
barred from flying. (Vanguard, Lagos, Dec 18) 

12 Russians, two Georgians, Romanian 
jailed: Twelve Russians, two Georgians and a 
Romanian were on Dec 14 sentenced to six months 
imprisonment each by: two separate Federal High 
Courts, sitting in Lagos, following their plea of guilty 
to the one count charge of unlawful possession of 
11, 300 metric tons of crude oi! valued at N345mil- 
lion, filed against them by the federal government. 

Justice Abdu Kafarari before whom two of the accused 
persons were brought, Krasikor Aleksey and Zernakov Alexad, 
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sentenced them to six months imprisonment. But for the fact 
that the accused persons have been in prison custody for over 
14 months and as a result of that, the court ordered that they 
should be released. Their international passports were also 
released, following an application by their counsel. 

The remaining 13 accused appeared before Justice Gloria 
Okeke. At the resumed hearing in the matter, lead prosecuting 
counsel, Mrs P Njoku told the court that government is 
withdrawing the earlier charge pending before the court and has 
filed a fresh charge, which she also prayed the court to strike 
the first court, which was granted. (Vanguard, Lagos, Dec 15) 


Spain signs MoU with ECOWAS: As part of its 
efforts to bring economic integration and develop- 
ment in the West African subregion, ECOWAS and 
Spain signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on a wide range of issues including Spanish 
government’s pledge or the disbursement of one 
million Euros during the period 2006-2008 to the 
support programme in West Africa. 

The MoU was signed at the ECOWAS secretariat Abuja by 
its Executive Secretary, Dr.Mohammed ibn Chambas and 
Spanish Foreign Minister Miguel Cuyaube. 

The Spanish government's grant of 750,000 Euros in over 
the 2006-2008 period in support of the ECOWAS Small Arms 
Programme came shortly after the decision of the Spanish 
Council of Ministers to donate 50,000 Euros as part of its 
contribution to ECOWAS capacity building programme, particu- 
larly in the peace and security sector." (Daily Champion, Lagos, 
Dec 14) 

[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1842] 


RWANDA 


a. New Genocide scandal unfolds: Fervent talk 
on the genocide ideology among Members of 
Parliament has yet again resurfaced in the Chamber 
of Deputies. 


This involves MPs who are accused of harbouring and 
spreading the genocide ideology. The fresh scandal, which on 
Dec 15 forced Deputy Brigitte Tuyishime (RPF) to resign her 
parliamentary seat, marred the Lower House plenary activities 
and risked to drive the MPs into a heightened crisis. 


Trouble revolves around Tuyishime's scathing attack on 
Genocide survivors on November 4, when, according to a group 
of fellow MPs, she said the survivors deserve to be wiped out 
from the earth's surface. Tuyishime, who has been a lawmaker 
over the last six years, is said to have told her colleagues on 
the Standing Committee on Security that the continued existence 
of survivors was a stumbling block to the attainment of peace. 
This was during an official tour of Butare province last month. 


All the Committee members confirmed they heard Tuy- 
ishime’s statement save for Mediatrice Uwitonze, who most MPs 
accuse of attempting to cover up for Tuyishime’s weird 
utterances. (The New Times, Kigali, Dec 15) 

State seeks life imprisonment for Bizimungu: The high 
profile appeal case involving former president Pasteur Bizimungu 
and six co-accused was concluded on Dec 6 afternoon, with the 
Prosecution pleading with the court to sentence all the accused 
to life imprisonment. 
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During the course of the trial which has been on since Dec 
14, the Prosecution presented their case, providing all the 
evidence it had managed to gather during the investigations. 


"There is this 50-page communication to the President that 
was authored by one Major Alphonse Furuma, which was aimed 
at inciting the public to rebel against the government. This 
document was photocopied and given to different media houses," 
Mutangana further said. Bizimungu is also accused of writing a 
letter to the Papal Nuncio to Rwanda, in which he said that the 
government was using genocide as a tool to get international 
~ recognition. 

It is also alleged that the accused, while in an interview with 
a journalist from Jeune Afrique, said that within ten years, Hutus in 
the country will take up arms and kill Tutsis again. (The New Times, 
Kigali, Dec 7) 

[Previous isuse Rwanda, page 1843] 


SOMALIA 


a. Radio journalist comes out of hiding 
following government intervention: Reporters 
Without Borders has welcomed the news that Awale 
Jama Salad, the editor of privately-owned radio STN 
FM, has been able to come out of hiding and resume 
his work after intervention by the Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG). 


Awale Jama Salad, who has been arrested and threatened 
by the security services on several occasions, is now able to 
work without fear, the worldwide press freedom organisation said. 

TFG Information Minister Mohammed Abdi Hayir, who 
intervened with the authorities in the semi-autonomous Puntland 
region, told Reporters Without Borders on 8 December that he 
would act to ensure that Awale Jama Saled could come out of 
hiding. 

However, the organisation said it remains concerned about 
repeated press freedom violations in Puntland. Three journalists 
from the privately-owned Radio Las-Anod were roughed up by 
members of Vice-President Hassan Dahir Afqura’s guard on 10 
December. ° 

Station manager Faysal Jama and journalists Adan Jamal 
Farajar and Abdiqani Haji Ise were beaten during the vice-presi- 
dent's visit to the western Puntland town of Las-Anod. (Report- 
ers Sans Frontieres, Paris, Dec 15) 


[Previous issue Somalia, page 1844] 


- SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki, Museveni sign deal: South African 
President Thambo Mbeki ended a two-day visit to 
Uganda on Dec 13 after signing a trade deal with 
the Ugandan counterpart, Yoweri Museveni. 

Following is a summary of the highlights of the joint 
communique. 

During his stay in Uganda, President Mbeki addressed 
Uganda's Parliament and interacted with members of the 
business community. 

The two leaders held fruitful discussions and reviewed 
bilateral, regional, continental and international issues of mutual 
interest and concern. 
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On bilateral issues, the leaders expressed their satisfaction 
with the cordial relations existing between the two countries and 
emphasized their determination to further strengthen and expand 
cooperation in all fields of human endeavour. 

President Mbeki further commended Uganda's enormous 
agricultural potential and indicated South Africa’s interest to 
invest in Uganda in various areas including agro-processing and 
manufacturing. 

Addressing the business community, President Mbeki under- 
scored the contribution the private sector to successfully 
implement the Joint Permanent Economic Commission and 
urged the business communities of the two countries to give the 
Commission full support. 

The two Presidents emphasized the need for joint small, 
medium and large-scale investments. The two Presidents 
witnessed the signing of Agreements and Memoranda of 
Understanding in the socio-economic sectors. (New Vision, 
Kampala, Dec 15) 

SA extends EU trade agreement: Economic operators in 
the country who wish to trade with the new members of the 
European Community (EC) will be able to do so from January 
2006. 


Parliament ratified the Additional Protocol in terms of the 
SA/European Union Trade, Development and Cooperation 
Agreement (TDCA). 


The SA Revenue Service (Sars) is implementing the TOCA 
in line with the Customs and Excise Act of 1964. The new 
members that joined the European Union (EU) in May 2004 are 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. 

South Africa, the EC, and its member states signed the 
agreement on 11 October 1999. It came into provisional 
application on 1 January 2000, and became fully effective on 1 
May 2004. 


"The good news is that it [agreement] would be applied 
retrospectively on goods that have been cleared for customs 
purposes from 1 May 2004 onwards," said Jacobs. Traders will 
be able to apply for the benefits of the TDCA from 3 January 
2006. (BuaNews, Tshwane, Dec 11) 


{Previous issue South Africa, page 1844] 


SUDAN 


a. Southern constitution signed: The signing 
of new constitution for south Sudan on Dec 5 marks 
an important milestone in the implementation of the 
Sudanese Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
(CPA), an analyst said. 

Salva Kiir Mayardit, the Sudanese first vice-president and 
president of southern Sudan, signed the document in Juba, two 
days after the official arrival of two full battalions of southern 
troops in the region's capital. 

This represents an important step in fulfilling the southerners’ 
aspirations for greater political autonomy and the decentralisa- 
tion of power, for which the SPLM/A fought during a 21-year civil 
war that claimed two million lives. "This is the first time since 
independence that the south has got its own constitution,” said a 
political analyst on Dec 6. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, Dec 6) 


1858 African Chronicle 





b. Over 60 Killed in West Darfur clashes, says 

ICRC: Continuing clashes between two communi- 

ties of Arab nomads near the town of Zalingei in 

West Darfur have left around 60 people dead and 

ee of families displaced, aid workers said on 
ec 15. 


"The clashes near Zalingei started a month and a half ago, 
but they resumed six days ago on 9 December. The fighting was 
very intense," said Lorena Brander, spokesperson for the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Sudan. A 
local observer said the fighting between the cattle-herding 
Hotiya-Baggara and the camel-herding Newiba-Aballa nomads 
was probably caused by a dispute over local resources and 
cattle. “Around 60 people were reportedly killed in the fighting, 
displaced people to IDP [internally displaced person] settlements 
in Zalingei," Radhia Achouri, spokeswoman for the UN Mission 
in Sudan (UNMIS), said. During earlier clashes in the area in 
October, between 150 and 200 people were killed and thousands 
of cattle stolen, Achouri added. Aid workers estimated that, 
around 250 families of between six and eight people each had 
arrived in Zalingei. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, Dec 15) 


UPDF kill 6 LRA rebels on Congo-Sudan border: The 
UPDF attacked the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) on the 
Sudan-Congo border, killing six rebels, reports Emmy Allio. 


Five rifles were recovered from the rebels during the brief 
battle on Dec 9 in the No-man’s land zone. “We killed six of 
them on the border areas. Many of them led by Vincent Otti fled 
deeper into Congo," an army spokesman, Capt Paddy Ankunda 
, Said. "We are not permitted to follow the rebels in Congo's 
Garamba National Park," he added 


Land Forces commander Lt Gen Katumba Wamala said LRA 
“can keep running but will not hide." Meanwhile, military sources 
say that LRA chief Joseph Kony is being shielded by some 
Sudanese army officers around Nisitu, southeast of the capital 
city of southern Sudan. (New Vision, Kampala, Dec 13) 


Joint Eritrean-Sudanese Committee signs agreements: | 


The Joint Eritrean- Sudanese Committee on Dec 7 signed 
agreements that would further boost relations between the two 
countries. 

The agreements include: elevating diplomatic representation 
of both countries to embassy level, making the necessary 
preparations for a meeting between Presidents Isaias Afwerki 
and Omar Hassen Ahmed Al-Beshir, conducting public and 
government-level meetings under the Joint Committee, encour- 
aging the airlines of both countries or other companies so as to 
have efficient and fast communication between Asmara and 
Khartoum, and holding the second meeting of the Joint 
Eritrean-Sudanese Committee in Khartoum. (Shabait.com, 
Asmara, Dec 7) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1844] 


TANZANIA 


a. Observers say Tanzania polis ‘free and 
fair’: Election observers deployed for the 14 
December polls in the United Republic of Tanzania 
have praised the conduct of the elections and the 
voters. 
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The African Union said the elections were conducted 
efficiently in a secure environment, polling stations opened and 
closed on time and materials were available, and there was good 
cooperation between polling officiais and party agents. The 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) Election 
Observer Mission (SEOM) also praised the conduct of the 
elections, saying the process was conducted "meticulously and 
lawfully". 

SEOM praised the "high sense of gender equity and youth 
representation in the electoral process". Overall, the SADC 
delegation, headed by a Namibian member of parliament, John 
Pandeni, said the elections were "peaceful, free, transpar- 
ent, credible and professionally managed" and "reflected 
the will of the people". (Southern African News Features, 
Harare, Dec 16) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1845] 


UGANDA 


a. Uganda signs HIV/AIDS drug deal with 
Indian firm: Uganda has signed a deal with a 
leading Indian drug manufacturer, Cipla Ltd, to 
produce HIV/AIDS drugs locally. 


The $15 million deal is expected to take off next year. Cipla 
came into the limelight when it started producing generics of 
HIV/Aids drugs whose patents were held by powerful Western 
pharmaceutical companies. Although the company’s move was 
in contravention of international patent laws, it managed to lower 
the cost of AIDS treatment and to enable people in poor countries 
to access the medicines. However, India is scheduled to stop 
its companies from producing drugs still under patent, following 
its accession to the Trade Related aspects of Intellectual 
Property Services (Trips) treaty earlier this year - which has set 
off alarm bells throughout the developing world. In Uganda, the 
fear is that from 2006, badly needed first-line medicines will no 
longer be available. 


Should this happen, tens of thousands of people currently 
on antiretroviral treatment may no longer be able to afford the 
treatment. It is out of this concern thatthe Uganda government 
negotiated the deal with Cipla to transfer part of its generics 
production capacity into the country. (The East African, Nairobi, 
Dec 13) 


Uganda, Japan sign pact: Uganda and Japan 
on Dec renewed a technical cooperation agree- 
ment which allows more Japanese experts to come 
2 aang and provide technical support in various 
ields. 


Finance, planning and economic development minister Ezra 
Suruma and Japanese ambassador Ryuzo Kikuchi signed the 
deal at function at the ministry of finance board room. 


The agreement is renewed every year to promote both 
economic and social development of the two countries. The 
areas of technical cooperation include provision of technical 
training to Ugandans; dispatching of Japanese experts and 
volunteers with a wide range of technical skills and experience 
to Uganda and any other technical cooperation, as may be 
decided upon by the two governments. 


Suruma hailed Japan for its financial and technical support 
to Uganda. He said: "Financial assistance is important but the 
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technical assistance in the form of experts is far better." He said 
the government appreciated the continued bilateral relationship 
with Japan in areas of debt relief, health, transport and education 
as well as provision of relief to northern Uganda. (New Vision, 
Kampala, Dec 10) 


[Previous issue Uganda, page1845} 
ZAMBIA 





a. Zambia ratifies UN convention against . 


corruption: The United Nations Convention against 
Corruption has come into force as a first legally 
binding global instrument to help fight corruption in 
both private and public sectors. 


Attorney General and justice minister George Kunda said on 
Dec 16 Zambia would ratify all treaties aimed at fighting 
corruption with a view to domesticating them. 


The Convention, which was adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly in October 2003, has been signed by 140 
countries and ratified by 38, entered into force on December 14. 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) executive 
director Antonio Maria Costa has welcomed the Convention that 
would help countries recover assets stashed in foreign lands. 


"Time and again, countries’ assets have been looted by 
corrupt leaders while in the corporate world, many shareholders 
have been robbed by corrupt managers," said Costa. "This 
Convention demonstrates that governments are no longer 
prepared to tolerate a destructive practice which is as old as 
history and as wide as the globe. It gives nations the legal tools 
they need to transform their economies.“ 


The UNODC is the custodian of the Convention. 


Costa said the Convention rests on four pillars: prevention 
and criminalisation of corruption, internaticnal co-operation and 
asset recovery. (The Post, Lusaka, Dec 17) 


[Previous issue Zambia, page 1846] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Zimbabwean refugees in UK face uncertain 
future: Thousands of Zimbabweans who have been 
refused asylum in Britain are staying on to live 
hand-to-mouth on food and shelter given by strang- 
ers because they are terrified to return to their 
homeland. 


Charities and politicians will on Dec 12 call on the British 
Government to take urgent action to help those forced into what 
they describe as a "cruel limbo”. 


The Zimbabweans’ plight follows a move by the government 
to appeal against a ruling by the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal 
that there was a "real risk" of Zimbabweans being given inhuman 
treatment if they were sent home. The ruling, following a 
widespread hunger strike by Zimbabweans held in detention 
centres and a furore over their return, led to all deportation being 
halted. But the Home Office’s decision to appeal against the 
judgment has undermined the Zimbabweans’ ability to claim 
refugee status and secure emergency benefits. Unable to work, 
many are living in destitution, said Maeve Sherlock, chief 
executive of the Refugee Council, which has joined the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Zimbabwe to highlight their plight. 
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"Many of these people won't be able to return to Zimbabwe 
unti! after (President Robert) Mugabe has gone. This situation 
is completely unsustainable," Sherlock said. Harris Nyatsanza, 
a teacher who left Zimbabwe after being imprisoned by the 
country’s security forces in 2003, is relying on well wishers to 
feed and house him. "I was staying somewhere, but was told 
I'd been there too long,” he said. "The Home Office is trying to 
make us destitute so we'll go back. | know of hundreds of people 
who can’t get any support. It’s winter. Where are people going 
to get warm clothes?" A Home Office spokeswoman said it would 
continue to provide protection for Zimbabweans who were 
genuine asylum seekers. "We're not enforcing returns," she said. 
"We are seeking to appeal the recent tribunal ruling. However, 
voluntary returns are continuing”. Until last year, the Government 
had a moratorium on returning people to Zimbabwe. (Guardian 
Newspapers Limited, London/Hindu, New Delhi, Dec 13) 


[Previous issue Zimbabwe, page 1846] 


REGIONAL 


a. HONG KONG: WTO cuts deal to phase out 
farm subsidies by 2013:—Wild swings took WTO 
to the brink on several occasions, but trade 
ministers of 149 nations finally managed to hammer 
out a ‘compromise deal’ on Dec 18 that holds a lot 
of promise for developing countries on market 
access for agriculture products. 

The rich nations have agreed to phase out farm export 
subsidies by 2013. In return, they managed to force developing 
countries to accept the Swiss formula for import duty reduction 
bindings for industrial goods. With not much progress in 
services, the compromise deal tries to balance a trade-off 
between agriculture sops to benefit developing countries and 
enhanced access to industrial goods to appease rich nations. 
For India, the Hong Kong declaration holds a mixed bag. On the 
one hand is acceptance of the Swiss formula on reduction in 
industrial tariffs, that was being vehemently opposed till the last 
moment. India Inc may have to now prepare for lower import 
duty protection. The details would be worked out in 2006. Since 
multiple coefficients are to be applied, the level of Customs 
duty cut will be lower than what industrialized nations would 
face. The domestic industry seems to be ready to face the 
situation since adequate safeguards have been provided under 
the non-agriculture market access (NAMA) understanding. 
{Economic Times, New Delhi, Dec 21) 

Davids face heat from Goliaths: The ‘compromise’ deal 
clinched at the WTO ministerial conference in Hong Kong was 
not without its share of high drama. Various players including 
the US, the EU, Brazil, India and a number of small nations, 
threatened to derail the conference at various points. The key 
aspect that was noted by trade experts and WTO veterans was 
that influential players like the EU, the US and Japan were under 
severe pressure throughout the ministerial due to growing unity 
among the unrelenting bunch of developing countries and least 
developed nations (LDCs). 

Even small countries were so vocal that they sought a 
promise just before the close of the ministerial that the proposed 
amendments to the draft declaration should be implemented to 
their satisfaction. In the end, a bunch of poor nations like Benin, 
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Chad and Burkina Faso managed to get the mighty US bow to 
their wish for an end to cotton subsidies. Similar was the case 
with the ‘duty-free, quota-free’ package meant for LDCs. Despite 
US pressure, efforts were made till the eleventh hour to keep 
the package free of exemptions, with the final deal according 
the benefit to nearly 97% of all product lines, exempting just 3%. 
Brazil and India also turned the heat on the Big Two with ample 
support from South Africa, Argentina and China. At one stage, 
an exasperated EU trade commissioner Peter Mandelson is said 
to have asked: "Why are you all conspiring against me? "The 
outburst came during a tiresome ‘Green Room’ consultation that 
kept trade ministers without sleep virtually the whole night, 
adding to the fatigue of hectic negotiations during the weekend. 
(Economic Times, New Delhi, Dec 21) 


Thousands of anti-globalization activists 
march into Hong Kong: About 4,000 anti-globali- 
zation activists— some carrying a giant spider and 
others wheeling along statues of emaciated peo- 
ple— marched on Dec 11, in the first mass protest 
against the World Trade Organisation’s summit in 
Hong Kong. 

The demonstrators, who have been flooding into Hong Kong 
from around the world ahead of the WTO meeting from 
December 13 to 18, marched from Hong Kong's downtown 
Victoria Park to the Government's main office. "Junk WTO," 
chanted the protesters. “Our world is not for sale." British activist 
Tom Grundy was dressed like a chicken and held a sign that 
said, “WTO: more dangerous than chicken flu". Activists with the 
Indonesian Migrants’ Workers Union were carrying a giant red 
and brown spider with a monster’s head, which they said 
symbolized the WTO. They chanted "Sink WTO now!" Other 
demonstrators pounded on drums and clanged cymbals. 

One Hong Kong protester posed as a slave master with a 
whip, while another wore a pig’s mask to portray an exploitative 
employer. Members of the Indian farmers’ group, Tamil Nadu 
Dalit Women's Movement chanted, "WTO out of agriculture." The 
group's spokeswoman, Fatima Bernad, said opening India’s 
market to imports would be devastating for farmers. “We don’t 
want the WTO to reach any agreement on agriculture. It's spoiling 


_ our industry,” she said. Protesters came from India, Pakistan, 


Japan, Thailand, the United States and South Africa. Many 
protesters say globalization favours the rich and robs workers 
of their jobs. (Hindu, -New Delhi, Dec 12) 

IFEX voices concern over curbs on press freedom, 
censorship in Congo: On International Human Rights Day on 
10 December, IFEX members in Africa used the occasion to 
focus attention on Eritrea and the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC). 

In the DRC, Journaliste en danger (JED) said press freedom 
was in a "catastrophic" state of affairs. In a report co-authored 
by JED and OMAC (Organisation des Midias d'Afrique Centrale), 
the group said there were a record number of attacks against 


journalists and media outlets in 2005. In Eritrea, the N ‘work of 


African Free Expression Organisations, which includes eight 
IFEX members, joined 22 other groups around the world, 
including Amnesty International, in urging the African Union to 
take action on human rights violations in the country. 

in a joint letter sent to the AU, ihe groups said the Eritrean 
government's "consistent and gross violation of human rights” 
has silenced the country’s civil society. (International Freedom 
of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, Dec 14) 


BAMAKO (Maii):. African leaders calls for 
equitable terms of trade at Franco African 
Summit: Africa’s woes came under the spotlight in 
Bamako (Mali) on Dec 4 on the second and final 
day of a Franco-African summit, with calls for fairer 
trade terms being made ahead of giobal talks in 
Hong Kong later this month. 


Mali’s President Amadou Toumani Toure said trade ties 
based on "equity and justice" were fundamental, and that 
farming, for a number of African countries, offered "enormous 
potential for growth" and jobs. "But Africa reaps rather little profit 
from its agriculture on a world market whose rules are distorted 
by subsidies," he told African leaders and French President 
Jacques Chirac. 


The French leader and, for the first time at an African-France 
Summit, representatives of all 53 African states, including more 
than 20 heads of state, gathered in the Malian capital, Bamako. 


Focus on youth: The official theme of the summit, which 
was Africa's youth. French President Chirac and Toure met a 
youth delegation to present a written response to an address 
read out on behalf of young people at the opening of the summit. 


Trade was in the spotlight ahead of a meeting of the 
148-nation World Trade Organisation from December 13-18 in 
Hong Kong, which will seek an accord enabling a global trade 
liberalization pact to take effect next year. Four years of talks 
have largely stalled over the degree to which rich countries offer 
financial support to their agriculture sectors. France is the biggest 
beneficiary of European Union farm subsidies. "Cotton, produced 
by 33 African countries, is symbolic of inequitable trade with 
deprives our countries of indispensable resources,” Toure told 
the opening of the summit. 


"Are we going to continue in African sowing cotton to harvest 
deficits, while others, more affluent, sow the same cotton to 
harvest subsidies?" The European Commission has said it will 
push for a substantial cut in cotton subsidies in Hong Kong, and 
Chirac called on the United States to remove subsidies to their 
cotton producers. “Such subsidies impoverish millions of small 
African producers despite the competitiveness of the latter," he 
said. The French leader said African farmers must "receive a 
fair reward for their work", but warned against “hasty and 
generalized liberalization of agriculture trade” ruining efforts of 
least developed countries. The UN says 320 million people in 
Africa survive on less than one dollar a day. (Hindu, New Delhi; 
Dec 5) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Parliament approves accord with Portugal: 
The National Assembly recently approved an agree- 
ment on juridical co-operation between Angola and 
Portugal aiming at strengthening special ties be- 
tween the two countries. 


The Republic Gazette of November 2005 recognised the 
common interest and reciprocal advantages in the extension of 
existing co-operation in the juridical areas. 


The agreement makes provisions for the nationals from each 
contracting state, being in a position of financial constraint, and 
therefore unable to pay for the court fees, to have access to the 
local judiciary aid system. 

The agreement also states that the decisions from the courts 
of each contracting State on private law are effective in the 
territory of the other, once reviewed and confirmed. (Angola 
Press Agency, Luanda, Dec 31) 

b. Civilians surrender over 2,000 firearms in 
Huambo: At least 2,510 firearms were voluntarily 
surrendered in 2005 to the national police i in central 
Huambo province by civilians. 

According to a note from the police, the civilians also handed 
over 477 shells of various calibres and 67 anti-tank and 
anti-personnel mines, 82 hand-grenades and 33 missiles. 


The civilians that surrendered the weapons came from the 
province’s 11 districts. This was achievec thanks to the work 
jointly carried out by the national police, chieftains, churches and 
the Non-Governmental Organisation. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, Dec 20) 


[Previous issue Angola, page 1849] 


BURUNDI 


a. Peacekeeping mission in Burundi extended 
until July 2006: Expressing serious concern at the 
continuation of hostilities by a rebel group in Burundi 
the UN Security Council, Dec 21,extended the 
mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission in the 
country for six months until July 1, 2006. 

The 15-member Council voted in November 2005 to extend 
the mandate of the United Nations Operation in Burundi (ONUB) 
for two months, until January 15, to allow time for discussion of 
ONUB's future, and, as part of the resolution, authorised some 
redeployment and welcomed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s 
continued dialogue with the Government on a gradual disen- 
gagement. 

In his most recent report to the Council on the situation, 
Annan had recommended extending the mandate of a reduced 
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ONUB well into 2006, saying that the most urgent priority was 
to ensure that the conflict with the rebel Palipehutu-National 
Liberation Forces (Palipehutu-FNL) is brought to an end. 


As a step toward adjustment and disengagement, the 
Council, through the resolution, authorised the temporary 
redeployment of military and civilian police personnel among 
ONUB and the United Nations Organization Mission in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC). (UN News 
Service, New York, Dec 21) © 


[Previous issue Burundi, page 1850] 


CAMEROON 


a. UN confirms partial border demarcation: 
The United Nations Office in West Africa (UNOWA), 
Dec 27, announced that a team has finished 
demarcating 260 kilometres of the Nigeria- 
Cameroon boundary, south of Lake Chad. 


This is part of a process aimed at resolving disputed border 
issues between the two countries. The action,” which is*in 
response to a 2002 ruling by the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ), was carried out by experts from Cameroon, Nigeria and 
the UN. 


The team commenced the task in November, at the mouth 
of River Ebeji and ended at Lawa/Wulba. "This first phase of the 
demarcation activities in the field represents an encouraging 
development in the process of the implementation of the ICJ 
judgment,” said UNOWA in a statement released in Dakar. 


During the field work, the team of experts was accompanied 
by observers from the Cameroon/Nigeria Mixed Commission, a 
UN-sponsored body established to resolve the dispute. "The 
work was conducted-in a cordial atmosphere," UNOWA said, 


| crediting .logistic and security support provided by both 


Cameroon and Nigeria for the success. 
Dec 28) 


[Previous issue Cameroon, page 1826] 


CHAD 


a. "Armed attack: in Chad prompts Security 
Council condemnation: The United Nations Se- 
curity Council, Dec -21, condemned attacks by 
“armed elements” on Chad’s national army and also 
expressed concern that the continuing violence in 
western Sudan's Darfur region might spill over into 
its neighbour. 

- "The Security Council recalls its concern that the caring 
violence in Darfur might further negatively affect the region, in 
particular the security of Chad. It firmly condemns in this context 
recent attacks perpetrated by armed elements within Chad and 


(This Day, Lagos, 
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in particular the attack on December 19, 2005 on positions of 


the Chadian national army in the town of Adr, and supports efforts 
to reduce tensions on the border," the Council said in a 
presidential statement read by the United Kingdom’s Deputy 
Permanent Representative, Adam Thomson. 

It welcomed the start of the seventh round of the African 
Union (AU)-led Sudanese peace talks on Darfur in Nigeria’s 
capital, Abuja, and expressed its appreciation to the AU, the 
international community and the donors. "The Security Council 
is encouraged by the active participation of representatives from 
all invited groups of the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army 
(SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), as well 
as members of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement as part 
of the Government of National Unity, and urge their continued 
cooperation with the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) and 
with the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS)," the Council 
said. (UN News Service, New York, Dec 21) 


[Previous issue Chad, page 1850] 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. EU commits aid to ‘Invisible Victims’: The 
Indian Ocean Islands of the Comoros and Malagasy 
are to receive Euro 1.1 million (US $1.3 million) in 
aid from the European Union (EU). 

EU Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, 
Louis Michel, said in a statement that "millions of vulnerable 
people in Africa are exposed to natural disasters like droughts, 
floods and insect infestations as well as armed conflicts” that 
rarely made headlines in the western media. He added that these 
"silent tsunamis still lead to great suffering”. 

Comoros will be allocated Euro 600,000 ($711,000) to help 
restore access to safe drinking water for an poeineted 175,000 
people. 

The emergency humanitarian aid will be used for the cleaning 
and rehabilitation of village water tanks that were polluted by 
ash and deodris following the Karthala volcano eruption on 
Novernber 24. 

Malagasy will receive Euro 500,000 ($600,000) to aid about 
150,000 people suffering severe malnutrition in the southern 
Vangaindrano district that was affected by floods, pests and 
drought. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Johannesburg, Dec 27) 

[Previous Comoro Islands, page 1838] 


CONGO 


a. US $73.8 million road building deal with 
EU: The European Union (EU) and the Congolese 
government have signed a 40-billion-franc-CFA deal 
(US $73.85 million) to build a road linking the capital, 
Brazzaville, with the town of Kinkala in the Pool 
Department. 

Construction of the 68-kilometre road is expected to begin 
in June 2006 and be completed in 24 months. The government 
has already put out the job to international tender. The cost of 
the road is being borne entirely by the EU, which initially pledged 
the money in 2000. However, it withheld disbursement on several 
occasions due to armed banditry by ex-combatants in Pool. 


infrastructure was perhaps the most heavily damaged or 
destroyed by a series of.wars from 1998. 


Now the situation has: -improvéd since the leader of the 
so-called Ninja militias; Frederié Bintsangou, started disarming 
his reluctant fighters. Improving security has enabled the EU to 
release money for the road. 


Completion of the road will enable NGOs to bring develop- 
ment aid in the Pool, now that the emergency phase of their 
prior operations is over. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Brazzaville, Dec 20) . 


[Previous issue Congo, page 1815] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UNICEF rushes aid to 10,000 people 
displaced by fresh fighting: The United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in the Democratic Re- 
public of Congo (DR) has provided emergency relief 
items to over 10,000 newly displaced people in three 
camps, north of Katanga province. 


"This immediate emergency response has helped ensure 
that the vulnerable populations are able to cope with the present 
crisis with dignity," UNICEF said, with the supplies, including 
plastic sheeting, blankets, soap and cooking utensils, which have 
been distributed to the displaced families by the non-govern- 
mental organization (NGO) MSF-Holland. 


Tens of thousands of people fled their homes earlier, in fear 
of fresh militia attacks in the Katanga region, where the 
Congolese army, backed by the UN Mission in the DR (MONUC), 
is trying to oust militias that have tortured, raped and killed 
civilians across the eastern part of the vast country ever since 
a five-year civil war ended in 2002. 


More than 10,000 displaced people are presently living in 
three camps managed by MSF-Holland in the district of Pweto. 
MSF reports indicate that about 300 to 400 newly displaced 
persons arrive in the camps every day, the majority of them 
women and children. 

UNICEF’s medium-term emergency aid will cover additional 
essential supplies for primary health care and nutrition and 
assistance to local organisations working to reintegrate children 
released from armed groups into their communities, as well as 
providing educational supplies and materials for the displaced. 
(UN News Service, New York,.Dec 22) 

[Previous issue Congo (DR), page 1838] 


EGYPT 


a. 10 Sudanese asylum seekers killed follow- 
ing stampede: At least 10 Sudanese asylum 
seekers died, Dec 30, following a stampede as 
Egyptian police tried to move them from a sit-in 
protest in Cairo. 


Some 3,000 protesters had been put in camps near UN 
offices for three months. Their demands ranged from better rights 
and conditions in Egypt to resettlement in another country. 

However, the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, has said many 
were simply not entitled to the demands they were making. 
"Resettlement isn’t a right," UNHCR public relations officer 
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Amina Koreya said. On Dec 30, riot police fired water cannons 
at the protesters who refused to leave. This had resulted in a 
stampede and the deaths. 

"There was a stampede that left 30 of the protesters injured, 
most of them the elderly and’ young and they were immediately 
taken to the hospital where 10 of them died," the interior ministry 
said in a statement. "Thousands of police armed with sticks and 
shields stormed the small park where the migrants had been 
camping," the BBC said. The sit-in started after the UNHCR 
stopped aid to Sudanese who had already been refused refugee 
status. 


This followed after-the Sudanese government and the 
Southern People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) signed 
a comprehensive peace agreement in January, ostensibly 
bringing peace to southern Sudan, ravaged by two decades of 
civil war. (UN Integrated Regionai information Networks, 
‘Cairo, Dec 30) 


[Previous issue Egypt, page 1850] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. 129 opposition activists remanded to 
custody: A Federal High Court judge remanded 
129 opposition leaders, journalists, civil society 
members and a 15-year-old boy into custady, Dec 
28, pending a ruling on their bail applications for 
charges ranging from treason to genocide. 


The charges are related to violent demonstrations in Ethiopia 
in November when crowds took to the streets to protest against 
the alleged rigging of elections held on May 15. At least 46 
people died in fighting between security forces and the 
demonstrators. Chief Judge Adil Ahmed said the defendants, 
who could face life imprisonment or the death penalty if 
convicted, would be held for a further seven days while their bail 
applications were considered. 

Another defendant, 14, will undergo a medical test to 
determine his age before he can be charged. Under Ethiopian 
law someone 14 years old is a juvenile. 


Almost all defence lawyers boycotted the court hearing to 
protest against the refusal by prison authorities to let them meet 
their clients. Prosecutors told the court that the protests caused 
damages worth US $110 million and that opposition leaders were 
responsible for the deaths of 34 people. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Addis Ababa, Dec 28) 


b. Journalists sentenced amid clampdown on 
press: The Writers in Prison Committee of Interna- 
tional PEN is appalled at the prison sentences 
handed down to Wosonseged Gebrekidan, Ge- 
.tachew Simie and Leykun Engida, bringing to twelve 
the number of journalists and academics detained 
since the beginning of November 2005. 


Wosonseged Gebrekidan, former editor of the weekly Ethiop 
(and currently editor of the weekly Addis Zena), was arrested 
on November 9, and convicted of "defamation" on December 6. 
He was given an eight-month prison sentence with immediate 
effect. The charge stemmed from a 2002 Ethiop article about 
former diplomat Habtemariam Seyoum. Although Gabrekidan did 
not write the piece himself, he was found guilty on the grounds 


that he had been the editor responsible for that edition of the 
newspaper. The journalist apparently has further charges against 
hiny pending for similar offences. 

` Getachew Simie, a journalist with Addis Admas, was 
senténced to three months’ imprisonment on December 7. He 
was found guilty of not submitting a copy of Addis Admias to the 
Ministry of Information by the due deadline. Two days later, 
journalist and publisher of the newspaper Dagim Wonchif, 
Leykun Engida, was given a 15-month prison sentence for 
“fabricating: news that could have negative psychological effects 
and cause disturbances in the minds of the people". (International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
Dec 16) 


Political unrest churns in Ethiopian capital: 
Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia, fancies itself 
Africa’s capital, the cross-roads of the continent, a 
refuge where African leaders gather to address 
crises in places such as Sudan, Ivory Coast, and 
Congo. 

The city’s most powerful resident, Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi, has been deemed one of Africa's new generation of 
leaders, a rebel turned democrat and darling of international 
donors. ` 

But after a months-long political standoff that has turned 
increasingly bloody, Ethiopia’s capital has joined Africa’s more 
ignominious places, becoming the latest continental crisis point 
to attract the attention of the African Union, which has its 
headquarters there. Meles now finds himself in the lock as a 
dictator, not a democrat. 

"If the situation deteriorates here, it’s a major symbolic failure 
for the African Union," said Abdul Mohammed, an analyst with 
the Inter-African Group who met with African Union leaders on 
Nov. 4 to discuss the Ethiopia crisis. "This is the home of the 
AU. This is occurring in the AU’s backyard.” 

Quite literally. The Africar: Union’s crisis management team 
did not have to consult a map to find the latest hot spot. It could 
look out the window. 


Ethiopian security forces fired on stone-throwing protesters 
in the streets around the African Union’s headquarters early 
December 2005. Tires were burned in the street. The lot next 
door to the organization was turned into a makeshift detention 
centre as thousands of opposition supporters were rounded up 
by the government. 

The discord stems from a democratic transition that has 
stumbled and fallen flat. The government called parliamentary 
elections in May and, unlike in the past two elections in 1995 
and 2000, actually allowed opposition candidates a chance to` 
campaign. The African Union has condemned the violence this 
time and asked Meles to explain how so many people— 40 or 
more in the latest bout of vio.ence—had died. : 

Meles blames the opposition for the violence, accusing it 
even of hurling grenades at security forces. infuriated by the 
protests against his rule, he has accused the opposition of trying 
to topple the government through demonstrations, which he says 
he will not allow. (Marc Lacey in New York Times News 
Service/Hindu, New Delhi, Dac 5) 

[Previous issue Ethiopia, page 1852] 


1864 African Chronicle 






GAMBIA 


a. Police sieze female photojournalist’s cam- 
era: Ramatoulie Charreh, a female photojournalist 
working with the Daily Observer, an independant 
daily newspaper was assaulted and her.camera 
seized by the Gambia Police Intervention Force on 
Dec 16 ( a paramilitary outfit). 

Ms Charreh who had attempted to take shots of a clash 
between journalists and security men was grabbed by the men 
and her. hands folded behind her back. She immediately became 
unconscious: and was rushed to the Royal Victoria Teaching 
Hospital in Banjul where she regained consciousness and was 
later discharged. 

According to Media’ Foundation for West Africa (MFWA), 
members of The Gambian Press Union (GPU) and foreign 
colleagues attempted to visit-the site where the late Deyda 
Hydara, the co-founder and managing editor.of the independent 
newspaper The Point was shot down in cold blood in December 
2004. (Media.Foundation for West Africa, Accra, Dec 20) 


Condoleezza Rice asked to intercede after grim week for 
journalists: Reporters Without Borders wrote, Dec 19, to US 
secretary of state Condoleezza Rice expressing its “deep 
concern about the steady disintegration of democracy in Gambia. 

The letter stressed that the climate of hostility has got worse 
since the still unpunished murder on December 16, 2004 of 
Deyda Hydara, who was the joint founder and editor of The Point 
newspaper as well as being the Banjul correspondent of Agence 
France-Presse and of Reporters Without Borders, and who was 
regarded as Gambia’s leading journalist. 

"We would above all like to draw your attention to the 
disturbing ordeal undergone by Gambia's journalists in the past 
week, compounding their grief about Hydara on the first 
anniversary of his execution-style killing," the, letter said. "Acting 
with contempt and violence, the Gambian government displays 
behaviour that is unworthy of a would-be democracy," the letter 
continued. "President Yahya Jammeh’s hostility towards the 
independent press is all the more appalling as he enjoys political 
impunity, despite his outrageous comments in recent years and 
the many press freedom violations that have taken place in his 
country. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Dec 19) _ 
[Previous issue Gambia, page 1852] 


GUINEA 


a. Ruling party wins local elections: More than 
a week after nationwide municipal elections, re- 
garded by many as a test of Guinea’s democracy, 
the results are finally in and the ruling party looks 
as strong as ever. 

Results were announced at a marathon three-hour broadcast 
by the minister in charge of organising the elections, Kiridi 
Bangouraon, Dec 27. The ruling Party of Unity and Progress 
(PUP) retained the vast majority, according to his final tally. 


The poli was closely watched by the international community, 
which has been highly critical of Guinea in the past over a 
perception of corruption and lack of democracy. The West African 
nation, one of the worid’s poorest despite its wealth of water and 
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mineral resources, has a history of polls marred by violence and 
boycotted by the opposition: But this. time, international donors 
backed the poll and the opposition participated in an electoral 
process billed as a trial run for the prime minister’s ongoing 
reform. programme. i 


The announcement-that the PUP had won 31 out of 38 urban 
seats and 241 out of 303 rural posts came as little surprise in 
a country where President Lansana Conte and his party have 
won every election since he came‘to power in a 1984 coup. If 
the general population appeared relatively unfazed by the news, 
opposition politicians were quick to denounce the official results 
of the December 18 vote. (UN integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Conakry, Dec 28) 


b. Two South African aircrew members freed: 
Two South African aircrew members, who were held 
captive in Guinea for the past 35 days as hostages 
in a commercial dispute, arrived home, Dec 21. 


Their release followed a meeting a day earlier between South 
African diplomats and representatives of the government of 
Guinea. 


The dispute is between a South African Air Charter company, 
Global Aviation Leasing, and the West African country’s national 
carrier, Guinea Equatorial dé’ Transportes (Getra), in which the 
West African oil producer's finance minister, Mereelino Owono 
Edu, is reportedly a shareholder. Foreign affairs spokeswoman, 
Nomfanelo Kota, said, Dec 21, that South African diplomats were 
acting as facilitators and were not- a party to any deal. 


Kota said that the two South African aircrew members, 
Ruwayda Kaldine and Sechan Pillay, were flown by a private 
plane arranged by the foreign affairs department from Malabo 
in Guinea to Libreville in neighbouring Gabon. (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, Dec 22) 


{Previous issue Guinea, page 1828] 


IVORY COAST 


a. New government announced after weeks 
of haggling: After weeks of negotiations, war-torn 
Ivory Coast’s new prime minister has formed a 
transitional government that has 10 months to 
reunite the country, disarm fighters and hold 
presidential elections. 


Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny announced, Dec 28, 
his trimmed 32-member cabinet, which brings together repre- 
sentatives of the ruling party, the rebels and the political 
opposition. "I wanted ivorians to recognise themselves in this 
government,” Banny told reporters after the presentation of the 
cabinet. 


"This government has an important and fundamental mission, 
We have to remove all weapons from our territory, we have to 
reunify the country, we have to identify the population We have 
to learn to solve our own problems.” 


Warring parties have failed to deliver on key targets laid out 
in the three-year-old Marcoussis peace deal, including disarma- 
ment of rebel and pro-government militias and resolving the 
sensitive issue of who is entitled to citizenship. Elections 
scheduled for October 30 had to be cancelled. 
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A succession of international mediators have blamed the 
intransigence of the rival factions, saying they have displayed a 
lack of political will to end the 'no war no peace’ stand-off. The 
country remains divided between a rebel-held north and 
government-controlled south. Banny has created a new position 
for rebel leader Guillaume Soro, named minister for reconstruc- 
tion and reinsertion. It is the second highest position in the 
cabinet after the prime minister. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Abidjan, Dec 29) 


[Previous Ivory Coast, page 1852] 


LIBERIA 


a. 5,000 women threaten to go on hunger 
strike: Over 5,000 women representing the Paynes- 
ville Women Peace Building Advocacy Association, 
(WOPPA), have threatened to go on hunger strike 
if those who committed crimes against humanity 
and corrupted the country’s resources are not 
brought to justice. 


The spokesperson of the Association, Mrs. Zota T. Diggs, 
who spoke to reporters at her Paynesville headquarters, alleged 
that those who stole the Liberian people’s money and bought 
expensive houses abroad and are now leading luxurious life-style 
in the country must be made to account for it and go through 
the due process. 


The women of Paynesville Peace Building Advocacy Asso- 
ciation which is an auxiliary group to the Union of Paynesville 
Grass Roots Organization (UPGRO), Executive Director main- 
tained that they would not relent to stage their hunger strike 
action and if possible a peaceful demonstration should. govern- 
ment fail to bring the perpetrators to justice. 


Madam Diggs did not however make specific reference to a 
particular person or warlord. "We want government to set-up 
special court to bring all those responsible to justice," she 
stressed. (News, Monrovia, Dec 29) 


b. People’s Daily guilty of ethical transgres- 
sion: The Press Union of Liberia (PUL) has found 
the People’s Daily Newspaper guilty of ethical 
transgression. 


In a release, Dec 28, the PUL said the story named the 
Executive Assistant to the Minister of Finance, S. Mohammed 
Saysay whom it claimed was Comptroller of the dissolved rebel 
LURD of using close to half million dollars intended to pay 
ex-LURD fighters to run his legislative campaign. But during an 
investigation by the PUL, the release said it was established that 
Saysay had never served as Comptroller of LURD and that the 
paper had no evidence to support its story. According to the 
release, the paper’s Managing Editor, Racassius Gmatohson 
admitted error in the story and apologised to Saysay. 


In a letter of apology, the release said Gmatohson disclosed 
that the reporter behind the story, Richard Mulbah, has been 
suspended as part of a cleaning up process within the People’s 
Daily. He promised to publish a retraction of the story in the 
paper’s next publication on December 30. (News, Monrovia, 
Dec 29) - 


[Previous issue Liberia, page 1853] 
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LIBYA 


a. Court reprieve for Bulgarian nurses: 
Libya's Supreme Court, Dec 25, scrapped death. 
sentences against five Bulgarian nurses -and a 
Palestinian doctor convicted of infecting children 
with the HIV virus. 


The six, jailed since 1999, had been sentenced to death by 
firing squad in a case that hampered Libyan efforts to improve 
ties with the West. Several diplomats said Libya was eager to 
put the case behind it and return to mainstream global politics. 


The Supreme Court accepted appeals against the lower court 
ruling both on substance and procedure, one of their lawyer said. 
The ruling followed agreement between Libya and Bulgaria to 
set up a fund to help families of the sick children. 


The five nurses and the doctor had been convicted of 
infecting 246 Libyan children with the HIV virus in Benghazi. 


They pleaded not guilty and their confessions were extracted 
under torture. AIDS experts have said the outbreak started 
before the nurses arrived and was probably caused by poor 
hygiene. 

"The court has accepted the appeals by the nurses and the 
doctor and sends the cases back to the lower court for retrial," 
Ali Alouss, the Supreme Court presiding judge said. (Statesman, 
New Delhi, Dec 26) 


[Previous issue Libya, page 1854] 


MALI 


a. Ivorian crisis felt beyond its borders: In 
Mali the cost of the three-year conflict in neighbour- 
ing Ivory Coast has been high in both human and 
economic terms. 


"We're living in a very difficult situation,” said Coumba 
Sanogo, her voice trembling as she recalled her husband’s 
murder in his own shop and her subsequent flight from their 
adopted country nearly three years ago. 


"Our house was looted and my children and | had to seek 
shelter at a neighbour's place." Sanogo felt she had no choice 
but to leave Ivory Coast—a decision taken by tens of thousands 
of the roughly two million Malians estimated to have been living 
there at the time. : 


However, life back home has not been easy for Sanogo who 
sells fried dough-balls to support herself and her five children. 
She continues to follow events in Ivory Coast closely and hopes 
to return once things settle down. 


Ivory Coast, an economic powerhouse and long-time bastion 
of stability in West Africa, once served as a magnet for migrants 
from neighbouring countries, lured by the promise of a better 
life. 


But in 2002 everything changed when a failed coup 
escalated into a civil war that has left a split into a government-. 
controlled south and a rebel-held north. Halidou Maiga, who also 
returned to his native Mali to escape the conflict, does not share 
Sanogo's.ivorian dream. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bamako, Dec 29) 
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b. IMF approves US$3.8 million disburse- 
ment: The Executive Board of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has completed the second 
and third reviews of Mali’s economic performance 
under an SDR 9.3 million (about US$13.5 million) 
Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility (PRGF) 
arrangement. 


The completion of the reviews enables the release of a further 
SDR 2.7 million (about US$3.8 million), which will bring the total 
amount drawn under the arrangement to SDR 5.3 million (about 
US$ 7.7 million). 

In completing the review, the Executive Board granted 
waivers for the nonobservance of performance criteria. 


Following the Board discussion of Mali on December 19, 
Agust!n Carstens, Deputy Managing Director and Acting Chair, 
stated: "The Malian authorities are to be commended for the 
continued implementation of sound macroeconomic policies in 
the face of significant exogenous shocks. These policies have 
supported macroeconomic stability, limited the deterioration of 
public finances, and maintained-a focus on reducing the 
incidence of poverty. 


The gradual pace of structural reform implementation does 
give rise to some concern, however, since it could constrain 
Malis potential for robust economic growth and accelerated 
progress toward the Millennium Development Goals". (/nterna- 
tional Monetary Fund, Washington, DC, Dec 20) 


[Previous issue Mali, page 1829] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Junta announces anti-corruption pay hikes 
for civil servants: Civil servants will be able to 
celebrate the New Year in Mauritania secure in the 
knowledge that their pay packets will go up by 50 
per cent from January 1, 2006. 


The military government, Dec 28, announced pay hike of at 
least 30 per cent, with a 50 per cent increment for the top brass. 


According to Mauritanian head of state, Ely Ould Mohamed 
Vail, the changes are intended to crack down on corruption. The 
changes are intended to create "adequate conditions for the 
establishment of social justice and the implementation of the 
principle of good governance for a more equitable distribution of 
the national wealth," said Vall. 


The government has also promised to slash a 30 per cent 
income tax, known locally as the ITS tax, by half. That tax is 
levied on salaries of all government and private sector employ- 
ees. Civil servant and military pensions will also be increased 
by 15 percent. 

In March, former President Maaouya Ould Taya announced 
a six-fold pay rise back-dated to January for government 
ministers, also in a bid to tackle corruption, he said. But this 
failed to do the trick and the military government that ousted 
Taya in an August coup cited corruption as their main motivation. 
Vall’s junta has promised to restore democracy fo the Islamic 
Republic and scheduled elections for March 2007. (UN inte- 
grated Regional Information Networks, Nouakchott, Dec 28) 


[Previous issue Mauritania, page 1855] 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Audit shows huge sums missing in interior 
ministry: Mozambican Interior Minister Jose 
Pacheco, Dec 30, told reporters that an audit of his 
Ministry has revealed that 220 billion meticais 
pout 8.8 million US dollars) are not be accounted 
or. 


The audit confirms what has long been suspected —that 
there was gross mismanagement, and possibly serious corrup- 
tion, within the ministry under Pacheco’s predecessor, Almerino 
Manhenje. : 


Manhenje held the post of Interior Minister trom November 
1996 until January 2005. Pacheco said that the auditors decided 
to make a thorough check on all the Ministry's assets, and on 
all its*staff. The audit checked the physical existence of all the 
people drawing wages from the Ministry, one by one—and 
discovered that there were 55 "ghost workers”. These were 
people who had either died, or had never existed in the first 
place, but their wages were paid every month. 


Pacheco said that criminal proceedings would now be 
initiated against certain officials. He announced that the final 
results from the audit would be made public in February. 
(Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Dec 31) 


[Previous issue Mozambique, page 1855] 


NIGERIA 


a. Another pipeline fire in Delta: Another 
pipeline explosion, Dec 29, rocked Ogborode Vil- 
lage, a community barely three kilometres from 
Adeje Village, where a devastating explosion on the 
same NNPC product line destroyed over 500sq 
kilometres of reserved forest land. 


When This day visited the disaster area, security operatives 
scouring the area in search of evidence discovered nine 
unidentifiable decomposing bodies. 


This day gathered that security operatives are still investi- 
gating if the bodies belong to the people responsible for the blast 
at Adeje, Dec 26. - 


Security operatives who were deployed to the scene of the 
disaster said they were surprised when another explosion 
occurred, Dec 29, at Ogborode along the same Pipeline Right 
of Way 


The operatives, This day learnt quickly mobilized to the new 
disaster spot but it was of a lesser magnitude as the NNPC has 
stopped pumping into the line when the new blast occurred. The 
source said that what the new explosion signifies is that some 
one was trying to ensure that the line is not repaired soon so 
as to cause another round of fuel scarcity in the country. 


When a security operative offered to serve as escort to 
journalists who wanted to get to Ogborode, along the abandoned 
stretch of the Benin—Warri Expressway, some gun totting youths 
appeared on the road from the surrounding forest forcing the team 
to retreat. As at the time of this report the fire at Ogborode is still 
smouldering as it can be seen from the Adeje spot. (This Day, 
Lagos, Dec 30) 
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President orders security alert in Niger delta: President 
Olusegun Obasanjo on December 22 ordered that all defence 
and security personnel in the Niger Delta be placed in a state 
of “high alert". 

The President gave the order at a meeting with senior 
members of the nation’s security and intelligence communities. 


The meeting was called to review the security situation in 
the Niger Delta following two pipeline explosions in the region 
in the past few days. 

Whilst addressing security chiefs at the meeting, President 
Obasanjo reaffirmed the determination of the Federal Govern- 
ment to provide adequate protection for persons and oil 
installations in the Niger Delta. "We will not abandon this country 
to brigands. Criminals must be chased, caught and punished", 
he told the defence and security chiefs. (Nigeria First, Abuja, 
Dec 22) 


EBOCHA: A mix of oil and misery in the bright 
Nigerian night The Sun had almost set, and 
another glum evening arrived at One for the Road. 
Veronica, its proprietor, put out her white plastic 
chairs and tables, checked her stock of chilled beer 
and waited for paying customers. 


There was no need to switch on the lights. Across from her 
tavern, day and night, burns a ghastly, eternal flame. "It is always 
like this," Veronica said, gesturing at the columns more than 60 
meters high, with flames that leap and roar from a tangle of 
pipelines across the road. 

"Every day, every night. We get no darkness." Across 
Nigeria's oil-rich Niger Delta, hellish towers of fire throw an 
auburn glow, scorching the communities that live under them 
and sending dark columns of smoke into the sky. They are fueled 
by natural gas, which is found along with the Bonny light crude 
that makes Nigeria the second largest economy in sub-Saharan 
Africa, after South Africa. 


The gas is a highly valuable product used to fuel industry 


across the power-hungry globe, and Nigeria has more than 17 > 


trillion cubic meters of it, one of the largest reserves in the world. 
If harnessed and put to use, experts say, Nigerian gas could 
light the whole continent for the better part of a millennium. But 
for decades there has been no way to capture it because oil 
companies and the Nigerian government, a majority partner in 
all oil operations here, had not built the infrastructure to make 
use of it. 


The market for natural gas inside Nigeria is tiny, and exporting 
it requires pipelines and other infrastructure that cost billions of 
dollars to build. And so for decades it has simply been burned 
off, or flared. In Ebocha, which is home to an oil plant run by 
the Italian oil company Agip, the flares have been ablaze since 
the early 1970's, residents said. Over the years flares have 
become a symbol of how the Nigerian government and its 
partners in the oil business have sucked endless wealth from 
this region, leaving its residents to suffer the environmental 
consequences of oil extraction while reaping little economic 
benefit. 

That is supposed to change soon. In an effort to eliminate 
flaring—which environmental activists say takes a heavy toll on 
the health of people, crops and animals—and exploit this 


potentially lucrative resource, the Nigerian government is 
planning for all flares be put out by2008 and for gas exports to 
climb to 50 percent of current oil exports. Oil companies are 
furiously building facilities to collect and ship the gas in an effort 
that will cost $15 billion. 


Flaring is down to 40 percent of what it was at its peak and 
the country is exporting 14 billion cubic meters of gas, according 
to the Nigerian government. Pressure from environmentalists to 
end the practice is high, and in November a Nigerian court ruled 
that flaring violated the human rights of people who live nearby. 
Just about everyone in Ebocha seems eager to see the flames 
snuffed, but many people find it hard to imagine this place without 
them. 


The flares quite literally define the place: its name means 
place of light. Many young residents-have lived their whole lives 
under the flares. At One for the Road, Lucky Ekberi, 24, said, 
"It is always there," as the orange glow reflected in his eyes. "It 
never goes out. It makes us sick, and many times my eyes are 
hurt. Crops don’t grow- well." (By Lydia Polgreen in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 17) 


[Previous issue Nigeria, page 1856] 


RWANDA 


a. Over 2,000 genocide victims given re- 
burial in Kicukiro: Over two thousand and two 
hundred bodies of victims of the 1994 Genocide 
have been given a decent reburial at the Gisozi 
genocide memorial site. 


The remains, which Were recovered between August and 
October 2005, in Gahanga zone, Kicukiro district has since been 
kept at Kagasa Sector premises. 


However, Robert Mwesigwa, the Executive Secretary of 
Kagasa Sector decried the low turn out to clean the remains, 
saying that "only survivors came to clean the retrieved bodies 
because they have remains of their relatives here." 


"Some people here still harbour the genocide ideology; you 
can't believe it, it is easily seen if other people can not come to 
attend or participate in this general activity; it automatically 
implies that there is a problem." Mwesigwa stressed. Salmon 
Nzamurambaho, 64, a genocide survivor who lost nine relatives 
expressed gratitude to those who turned up saying: "Even if | 
have seen only three of the people | lost, | feel satisfied. And 
for that reason, | have fo come and give them respect by giving 
them a decent burial," he said. (New Times, Kigali, Dec 30) 


28,000 leaders implicated in genocide: The number of 
leaders implicated in acts of genocide since March 2005 has 
risen from 688 to 28,477 in December 2005. 


Domitilla Mukantaganzwa, the Gacaca National Executive 
Secretary confirmed the records and expressed concern, saying 
the increase was alarming. 


She also disclosed that the Gacaca courts had upgraded 
303 cases from the second and third categories, to the first 
category of genocide suspects. "All the cases that were upgraded 
were put in the first category and those cases will be tried by 
the classical judicial courts," Mukantaganzwa added. Another 
Gacaca official, Patrick Rwinkoko, said the number of persons 
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of integrity (Inyangamugayo) implicated in the genocide currently 
stands at 26,752. This figure represents over ninety per cent of 
the leaders so far implicated in the harrendous acts of 1994. 
Rwinkoko also said that those cases were being followed up. 


Several leaders including Members of Parliament and 
senior military and political figures have been implicated in 
the 1994 Genocide, with five MPs resigning. (New Times, 
Kigali, Dec 21) ; 

[Previous Rwanda, page 1856] 


SENEGAL 


a. Fight against tuberculosis hampered by 
patients’ failure to complete treatment: Like 
many Senegalese, Ibou Seck stopped taking his 
tuberculosis tablets before the course was up, 
prolonging his iliness, risking death, and ultimately 
reducing the effectiveness of the drugs for other 
patients. o. 

"| didn’t have any support from my family so | stopped my 
treatment early. | was left alone, isolated in a back room near 
the chicken house while everyone in the district gossiped about 
my illness," explained 36-year-old Seck, who works as a 
mechanic in the capital, Dakar. 


Frightened. too, that he would lose his garage business, Seck 
donned his oily overalls as soon as he was feeling well enough, 
and discarded -his remaining pills. But he fell ill again shortly 
afterward and it has taken him a year to regain his health. In 
Senegal, 63 percent of tuberculosis patients are cured, according 
to figures from the French Dakar-based Research Institute for 
Development (IRD). But health officials calculate that the success 
rate could be much higher if all patients took the full course of 
medication. 


IRD estimaies that 11 percent of TB sufferers in Senegal fail 
to do so. Patients who do not complete their treatment, which 
runs for at least six weeks, risk a relapse and the second time 
around the drugs might not be so effective, according to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO). (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Dakar, Dec 27) 


{Previous Senegal, page 1843] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Annan pledges help consolidate stability: 
With the United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in 
Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) ending its mandate, Dec 
31, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted its 
successes and pledged that the UN would remain 
active in the West African country. 


"The mission was able to overcome a number of serious 
political and military challenges to become an effective 
peacekeeping operation that leaves Sierra Leone much better 
off today than it was five years ago," a spokesman for Annan 
said in a statement released in New York. 


"Its many achievements include the successful disarmament, 
demobilization and reintegration of more than 75,000 ex-com- 
batants; playing a central role in the preparation and conduct of 
the 2002 and 2004 elections; providing critical assistance and 


training to strengthen the country’s security sector; supporting 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission; assisting the Govern- 
ment in reasserting its control over diamond-mining, and 
providing protection to the Special Court for Sierra Leone.” 
(UN News Service, New York, Dec 30) 


b. Survey shows 1.5 per cent HIV prevalence: 
The first countrywide HIV/AIDS survey carried out 
in Sierra Leone since the end of its 11-year war 
shows a relatively low prevalence rate of 1.5 per 
cent, according to the head of the National AIDS 
Secretariat, Brima Kargbo. 

Prevalence in Sierra Leone previously had been estimated 
at 0.9 per cent on the basis of a 2002 survey touching only a 
part of the country of five million people. Activists had reckoned 
prevalence to be as high as five per cent in the capital, Freetown. 

The latest study, carried out by Ghanaian laboratory Nimba 
Research Consultancy and financed by the World Bank, involved 
a sample 3.5 times larger than the previous one, with 8,346 
people volunteering to take blood tests—58 per cent of them 
women. 

It showed a 2.1 per cent prevalence rate in urban areas 
and 1.3 per cent in the countryside. Unlike other West African 
nations, where women are twice as vulnerable as men, there 
was little difference in the infection rate between men and 
women, at 1.5 and 1.6 percent respectively. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Freetown, Dec 20) 
[Previous issue Sierra Leone, page 1843] 


SOMALIA 


a. Journalists Union wins international 
award: The National Union of Somali Journalists 
(NUSOJ) has been awarded the Reporters Without, 
Borders - Fondation de France Prize. 


The Union won under the category of "defender of press 
freedom”. NUSOJ will also receiveb Euro 2,500. 

NUSOJ was founded in Mogadishu in 2002 to defend 
journalists and press freedom in Somalia, which has been torn 
apart by civil war since 1991. The journalists Union has tackled 
dozens of urgent cases, doing investigations and alerting 
international organisations and media, as well as writing reports 
on the media conditions in a country ruled by warlords. Its 
secretary-general and the president of its supreme council were 
forced to flee Somalia in early September 2005 after being 
attacked, hounded and threatened by militiamen. (World 
Association of Newspapers, Paris, Dec 19) 

[Previous issue Somalia, page 1857] 


SOUTH AFRICA 
a. African women get their due at last: In 
theory, what happened to 14-year-old Sibongile in 
the township outside Durban in November 2005, 


P could not happen today— at least, 
Spotlight not legally. 


On a Saturday morning, as more than a dozen women looked 
on, Sibongile joined 56 other Zulu giris outside a red and-white 
striped tent. 
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One by one, they lay on a straw mat beneath the tent: one 
by one, they received a cursory inspection of their genitals ne a 
woman in a ceremonial beaded hat. 


As the inspector pronounced judgment on the state of each 
girs hymen—'virgin’, ‘nice’, ‘perfect’ each departed to the 
excited of the women who were observers. 


Until Sibongile lifted her red pleated skirt and submitted to 
her examination. Near silence followed her out of the tent. "Only 
one of them cheered," she said, looking stricken at the 
determination that she was not a virgin. "I feel very bad because 
I haven't done anything.” 


To many Zulus, such virginity tests are a revered custom, 
one that discourages early sex and, after falling into disuse, has 
been revived to fight the spread of HIV. But to many advocates 
of women’s and children’s rights, the practice is unscientific, 
discriminatory and —to girls who are publicly and perhaps falsely 
accused of having lost their virginity—emotionally searing. In 
December,, their arguments persuaded South Africa’s Parliament 
to ban some virginity testing, with violations punishable by up to 
10 years in prison. 

The ban is an example of how sub-Saharan Africa is slowly, 
but inexorably, enshrining into law basic protections that have 
long been denied women. But it also hints at the frailty of the 
movement toward women’s rights in the region. Not only is the 
new law a watered-down version of what was proposed, but few 
believe it will curb a tradition so deeply embedded in Zulu and 
to a lesser extent Xhosa culture. 


“We will uphold our traditions and customs," said Patekile 
Holomisa, president of the Congress of Traditional Leaders, a 
political party of South Africa. "There are laws that do not 
necessarily have any impact on the lives of people. | imagine 
this will be one of those." 


The story is similar in much of this region: measured by laws 
and political status, women are making solid, even extraordinary, 
gains toward equality. (Sharon LaFraniere in New York Times 
News Service/Times of India, New Delhi, Dec 31) 


[Previous issue South Africa, page 1857] 
SUDAN 


a. Atrocities continue in Darfur region, says 
UN: Despite a consistent and forcefull: Security 
Council response to the crisis in Sudan’s western 
Darfur region, reports from there confirm a marked 
deterioration since September, including an in- 
crease in ethnic clashes, destabilizing elements 
crossing in from Chad and continuing banditry, UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a report 
released on Dec 29. 


For more than a year, the Council has sought an end to the 
violence, the disarming of the Janjaweed militia, a halt to impunity 
and a political solution. The Council has also imposed an arms 
embargo, assets freeze and travel ban on belligerents in Darfur, 
and has referred the situation there to the International Criminal 
Court (ICC). 


Since the Secretary-General's first report in August 2004, 
however, the Sudanese Government has taken no major steps 


to bring to justice or even identify any of the militia leaders 
or perpetrators of the attacks, Annan said in his latest 
update to the Council, pointing out that Southern Darfur 
experienced its highest rate of violence. (UN News Service, 
New York, Dec 29) 


Twenty killed as militias raid West Darfur village: Militias 
riding on camels and horses attacked Abu Sarouj village in the 
West Darfur state of Sudan, Dec 19, killing 20 people and 
wounding 16 others, according to a United Nations official in the 
area. : 


“The attackers also burnt 50 shelters, temporarily displacing 
several thousand people," Andy Pendleton, the west Darfur 
coordinator for the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitar- 
ian Affairs (OCHA), said, Dec 24. 


Fifteen men, three women and two children were killed. Two 
of the victims were burnt alive when their homes were torched. 


Those wounded included five policemen, Pendleton added. 


On Dec 20, hundreds of people affected by the raid on Abu 
Sarouj brought the bodies of the victims to the provincial hospital 
in West Darfur’s capital, El-Geneina, where the crowd ran riot 
and stoned a policeman to death: 


"Hundreds of people gathered to protest the insecurity and 
beat people at random," said Pendleton. The demonstrators also 
stoned and damaged vehicles, including one belonging to the 
African Union's mission in Darfur and another owned by the UN. 
Pendieton said the situation in Abu Sarouj appeared calm, Dec 
21, and that those who had fled the village had returned. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Dec 21) 


FAGOO (Sudan): Leading player in Darfur’s 
violent drama: The Hapless Camel: Sometimes 
one factor emerges as a defining element in a 
conflict: in history, salt, for example, or gold; these 
days, hardy Toyota pickups or Stinger missiles. In 
Darfur, in western Sudan, the war that broke out in 
2003 has been shaped by camels. 


Those towering creatures, which roam the desert region by 
the tens of thousands, have long been a source of tension 
between nomads and farmers who compete for dwindling 
resources in a harsh terrain. When herds of the herbivorous 
camels, together with cows, goats and sheep, tread on farmers’. 
precious crops, fury is the inevitable byproduct. A rivalry between 
farmers and nomadic herders exploded into fullfledged war 
nearly three years ago. 


Camels became one of the weapons in the nomads’ arsenal 
against anti-government rebels fighting for the rights of farming 
communities. The militias that raided farmers’ villages often 
arrived on camelback, firing guns from atop the humps as 
government soldiers supported them from trucks and aircraft. 
(The raiders are called janjaweed, a term referring to an armed 
outlaw on the back of a horse-or camel.) 


The heavily armed factions that control the Darfur country- 
side regularly steal other people’s camel herds or make 
retaliatory strikes to recover their own. In one incident, rebels in 
southern Darfur stole 2,000 camels in August in the tiny village 
of Malam, prompting militia fighters to retaliate. Forty people 
died in the mayhem, according to aid workers. 
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Musa Dudu reflects the complicated nature of the Darfur 
nomad. He was loading up his camels recently, moving away 
from an area where he said rebels were. He described himself 
as a victim, not an aggressor. But among the thing she packed 
were a camouflage jacket and an automatic weapon, both the 
government issued. In Fagoo, a settlement of nomads in northern 
Darfur, Issa Ahmed’ Alshaib sat on a mat one day looking glum. 
It was his wedding day, but he and the other men resting in the 
shade were lamenting lost camels. Since the war began, they 
said, scores of their camels have been stolen. 


Camels mean everything to them, they said. The disappear- 
ance of even one is a misery. "We're suffering so much," said 
Mr. Alshaib, who had just given the family of his fiance six camels 
and one cow as dowry. (By Marcy Lacey in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 31) 


[Previous issue Sudan, page 1857] 


TANZANIA 


a. Kikwete sworn-in as 4th President: Jakaya 
Mrisho Kikwete, who won a landslide victory in the 
presidential elections in Tanzania, was sworn-in, 
Dec 21, at a colourful ceremony in the commercial 
capital of Dar-es-Salaam. 


“lam proud to become president of this beautiful, peaceful 
and united nation, with people who are friendly and proud of 
their country," he told some 30,000 spectators at the ceremony, 
among them heads of state and government from at least 15 
countries. 


Kikwete, 55, pledged to, deliver on his electoral promises. 
One of these was to root out poverty and speed up the economic 
reform programmes adopted by his predecessors. - 


"We are not going to turn back," he said. "Those who are 
dreaming that we will reverse the economic reforms are damn 
wrong," he said in a apparent response to critics of his socialist 
background and his close links with the country’s founding 
president, the late Julius Nyerere. He commended all his 
predecessors - Nyerere, Ali Hassan Mwinyi and Benjamin Mkapa 
for laying a solid foundation for the nation’s advancement. 
Kikwete also vowed to improve the country's relations with its 
neighbours and those far away. 

He did not speak on the volatile political situation in Zanzibar. 
He was also silent on the question of graft which is one of the 
issues that the administration of President Benjamin Mkapa was 
accused of failing to check. (UN Integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Dar-Es-Salaam, Dec 21) 


[Previous issue Tanzania, page 1858] 


UGANDA 


a. Army kills 20 LRA rebels: The army has said 
it has killed 20 Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in a 
combined infantry and air force combat operation 
in Pader district. ; 


The army said the rebels were killed, Dec 27, north of 
Patongo sub-county. The army spokesman in the northern 
region, Lt. Chris Magezi, said the rebels were commanded by 
Coil. Lapaicho. 
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"We killed 20 rebels while three were captured by our forces. 
We are yet to confirm, but we suspect that one of the dead 
rebels is a senior commander," Magezi said, Dec 27. He said 
the army also captured 10 sub-machine guns and six. pairs of 
military uniform. 


Meanwhile the Commander of the Land Forces, Lt. Gen. 
Katumba Wamala, has begun an inspection of military units in 
northern Uganda and southern Sudan. Magezi said Katumba 
would meet commanders and lead security agencies on how to 
provide security for the presidential candidates, neutralise 
Joseph Kony's LPA and discuss the army code of conduct during 
the elections. (Monitor, Kampala, Dec 29) 


b. ICJ judgement on Uganda-DR case: The 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) decided that 
Uganda violated the principles of non-use of force 
in international relations and of non-intervention. 


It also held that it violated its obligations under international 
human rights law and international humanitarian law; and that it 
violated other obligations owed to the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. 


The Court found that the Democratic Republic of Congo 
violated obligations owed to Uganda under the Vienna Conven- 
tion on Diplomatic Relations of 1961. - 


The International Court of Justice (ICJ), principal judicial 
organ of the United Nations, Dec 19, rendered its Judgment in 
the case concerning Armed Activities on the Territory of the 
Congo (Democratic Republic of the Congo v. Uganda). 


In its Judgment, which is final, binding and without appeal, 
the Court held that the Republic of Uganda, by engaging in 
military activities against the Democratic Republic of Congo on 
the latter's territory, by occupying Ituri and by actively extending 
military, Jogistical, economic and financial support to irregular 
forces having operated on the territory of the DR, violated the 
principle of non-use of force in international relations and the 
principle of non-intervention. 


The Court allowed the claim submitted by the Democratic 
Republic of Congo relating to alleged violations by the Republic 
of Uganda of its obligations under international human rights law 
and international humanitarian lew-in the course of hostilities 
between Ugandan and Rwandan military forces in Kisangani 
(New Vision, Kampala, Dec 19) 


{Previous issue Uganda, page 1858] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Zambia fails to reduce poverty levels in 
2005: Zambia has been unable to make a dent on 
poverty reduction in 2005, Jesuit Centre for Theo- 
logical Reflection (JCTR) policy analyst Jack Zulu 
said, Dec 30. 


Giving JCTR’s reflections of 2005 and expectations for 2006, 
Zulu said despite some growth in the economy, poverty levels 
continued to be high in the country. "When we fook at economic 
measures for 2006, we have been unable to make a significant 
dent on poverty which remains high. We need to put our heads 
together, government and civil society in 2006 to address these 
unacceptable levels," Zulu said. He said economic growth in the 
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country had not translated to overall improvement of people’s 
lives. “Poverty levels are at 68 per cent and this is unacceptable 
so we need to ensure ways of tackling poverty in 2006 otherwise 
positive changes in the economy will be meaningless," he said. 
Zulu said there was need for the 2006 budget to address issues 
of high unemployment to reduce poverty. 


"We train a lot of college and university graduates who just 
end up on the streets. We are losing teachers and doctors to 
other countries and this is economic wastage as we are spending 
huge amounts of money to train professionals," Zulu said. "As 
government prepares the budget for 2006, the main thrust should 
be on employment creation." (Post, Lusaka, Dec 31) 

[Previous issue Zambia, page 1859] 


HIV: Zambia struggles with the power of 
witchdoctors: When Philimon Banda fell ill in 2004 
Spotlight in his small village on the edge of Lake 
Mweru in northern Zambia, he went to 
15 local witchdoctors who told him he had been 
possessed. 


One said he had a snake in his body drinking his blood, 
another that he had been inhabited by a ghost, a third that he 
had been bewitched by jealous neighbours. 


They took his money, washed his evil spirits away, exorcised 
him and gave him roots and powder. But he got progressively 
weaker until, he said, by early 2005 he could not even walk. 

Five months ago Banda was tested positive for HIV by 
Medecins Sans Frontieres and put on antiretroviral drugs, which 
have saved his life. He is now strong enough to work and angry 
with the healers. "It was very wrong of them to promise they 
could cure me," he said. But the power of traditional healers in 
northern Zambia, where up to 25% of the population is 
HIV-infected, is enormous. People go to-them first and treatment 
can be fatally delayed— something that bothers the witchdoc- 
tors, too. "It's a very old disease which we call umukola," said 
Chishimba Kilimanjaro, a prominent Congolese witchdoctor who 
has been exorcising spirits to cure people of the disease for 
years near Nchelenge. "It can be caused by people bewitching 
each other, or be passed from a dead man’s wife to his family. 
It is easy to diagnose and treat but everything depends on how 
long the ghost has been in the body. The only people who cannot 
be helped are ones who— like Banda— only come when the 
illness is far advanced," he says. 


He attracts people from all over Zambia and Congo to his 
circle of 15 straw huts by the lake and claims to be able to cure 
them if they come early enough. He will not say if he saw Banda. 
Western and traditional medicine in Zambia are culturally miles 
apart, but both camps agree that attitudes to sex, health, wealth 
and death have helped HIV to spread. Changes in cultural 
practices are needed and doctors of different disciplines must 
cooperate. Dr Kilimanjaro, like many other healers, now sends 
people with advanced AIDS to MSF. 


Polygamy: "HIV is largely spread round here because of 
polygamy," said Moses Banda, an HIV-infected teacher. "Our 
culture accepts that a man can have five or more wives. That 
means that the disease can be spread very far", he says. 


Even riskier, say many people, is the southern African 
practice of “sexual cleansing”, to get rid of the ghost of a dead 
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spouse. In Zambia, it usually means that the wife of a dead man 
must have sex with his brother, sending the infection through 
communities. It has been officially banned by most local chiefs 
and the Zambian government. "Things change slowly, but it is 
still very common here,“ said Moses Banda. "There are so many 
cultural misconceptions," said Fancy, a counsellor at MSF’s Bum 
Bwesu information centre. "Some people think there is no such 
thing as HIV, others that you become infected as a result of 
sleeping with a widow. They believe it is a ghost that is haunting 
them ... People are afraid to be tested but the most afraid are 
the middle classes. They do not want to be tested and are very 
afraid of being shamed. The best thing we can dots give people 
information. Happily, there is much less stigma now. Just four 
years ago people thought that they could catch HIV/AIDS from 
being in the MSF car. People are more open about their status 


now. 


Says an activist: "Men are frightened. Women are vulnerable. 
The poor are desperate. They really do not want to know, even 
if it means dying. Some men are polygamists. A lot of poor 
women are so desperate that they go with people who have 
money. (John Vidal in Guardian Newspapers Ltd, London/Hindu, 


New Dethi, Dec 30) 
REGIONAL 


a. IMF confirms G8 debt relief: The Executive 
Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
Dec 21, formalised the cancellation of the debts of 
19 poor countries, including Mozambique. 


This is part of the multilateral debt relief agreed by the G8 
group of most industrialised countries at their summit in Scotland 
in July. The G8 agreement was to scrap the debts owed to the 
key multilateral institutions (the IMF, the World Bank and the 
African Development Bank) by those countries that had qualified 
for the HIPC (Heavily Indebted Poor Countries) relief initaive. 


Under HIPC, large amounts of bilateral debt had been 
cancelled, but that still left countries such as Mozambique 
groaning under a burden of multilateral debt. A statement issued 
in Washington by IMF Managing Director Rodrigo de Rato 
declared that the amount of IMF debt being written off is 2.3 
million Special Drawing Rights (equivalent to about 3. billion US 
dollars). 

He described the IMF decision as a "historic moment" 
though in reality history had been made by the G8 in July. Since 
the G8 have most of the votes on the IMF board there was never 
any doubt that the deal would go through. 

But there were reports that the board would hold up relief 
for six African countries. This outraged debt campaigners, and 
in the event the only country widely tipped to receive relief, but 
which is not on the IMF's fist, is Mauritania. 

Rato said the relief would allow the countries concerned "to 
increase spending in priority areas to reduce poverty, promote 
growth, and make progress towards achieving the Millennium 
Goals”. 


He said the debt relief will take effect in early 2006, but did 
not mention the cut-off date. African countries have been pushing 
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for a cut-off date of December 31 2004 - thatis, that all the debts 
prior to the date would be covered by the relief. (Agencia de 
Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Dec 22) 

b. Economists welcome WTO accord on 
cotton subsidies: Egyptian economists welcomed 
an agreement by the 149 members of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), to end export subsidies 
to cotton farmers in developed countries. 

"This was a victory for Egypt," said Cairo-based economic 
analyst Khaled Sewelam. "The cotton subsidies question was a 
key issue on the Egyptian agenda." Cotton constitutes Egypt's 
largest agricultural industry, bringing in roughly US $500 million 
per year in export revenues, and employs some 1 million people. 

According to a final declaration issued at the close of the 
sixth WTO ministerial conference in Hong Kong on Dec 18, 
developed nations will abolish all forms of export subsidies for 
cotton in 2006. 

"The particular kind of long-staple cotton grown by US 
farmers is the primary competitor for Egyptian cotton in the US 
market," said Sewelam. "The new WTO agreement, though, will 
result in bigger opportunities for Egyptian exports." 

The final declaration also pledged to abolish all forms of farm 
export subsidies by the end of 2013, fulfilling a longstanding 
demand of the G20 group of developing nations. The G20 trade 
block includes countries such as China, India, Brazil and South 
Africa, as well-as Egypt. 

At the same time, however, Egypt, along with Brazil, 
expressed reluctance regarding the guarantee of duty-free and 

. quota-free market access for the Least Developed Countries 
(LDC) trade block, which will grant preferential trade treatment 
to the world’s poorest countries. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Cairo, Dec 20) 


BALIZENDA: Lack of toilets keeps African girls out of 
school: Fatimah Bamun dropped out of Balizenda Primary 
School in first grade, more than three years ago, when her father 
refused to buy her pencils and paper. Only after teachers 
convinced him that his daughter showed unusual promise did 
he relent. 

Today Fatimah, 14, tall and slender, studies math and 
Amharic, Ethiopia’s official language, in a dirt-floored fourth- 
grade classroom. Whether she will reach fifth grade is another 
matter. 

Fatimah is facing the onset-of puberty, and with it the realities 
of menstruation in a schoo! with no latrine, no water, no hope 
of privacy other than the shadow of a bush, and no girl friends 
with whom to commiserate. Fatima is the only girl of the 23 
students in her class. 

In fact, in a school of 178 students, she is one of only three 

‘girls who has made it past third grade. Even the women among 
the school’s teachers say they have no choice but to use the 


thorny scrub, in plain sight of classrooms, as a toilet. "It is really 
too difficult," said Azeb Beyene, who arrived here in September 
to teach fifth grade. Here and throughout sub-Saharan Africa, 
schoolgirls can only empathize. 


In a region where poverty, tradition and ignorance deprive 
an estimated 24 million girls even of an elementary school 
education, the lack of school toilets and water is one of many 
obstacles to girls’ attendance, and until recently was considered 
unfit for discussion. In some rural communities in the region, 
menstruation itself is so taboo that girls are prohibited from 
cooking or even banished to the countryside during their periods. 


But that impact is substantial. Researchers throughout 
sub-Saharan Africa have documented that jack of sanitary pads, 
a clean, girls-only latrine and water for washing hands drives a 
significant number of girls from school. The United Nations 
Children’s Fund, for example, estimates that one jin 10 
school-age African girls either skips school during menstruation 
or drops out entirely because of lack of sanitation. The World 
Bank contends that if women in sub-Saharan Africa had equal 
access to education, land, credit and other assets like fertilizer, 
the region’s gross national product could increase by almost one 
additional percentage point annually. 


Mark Blackden, one of the bank's lead analysts, said Africa's 
progress was inextricably linked to the fate of girls. "There is a 
connection between growth in Africa and gender equality,” he 
said."It is of great importance but still ignored by so many." In 
Guinea, enrollment rates for girls from 1997 to 2002 jumped 17 
percent after improvements in school sanitation, according to a 
recent Unicef report. The dropout rate among girls fell by an 
even bigger percentage. Schools in northeastern Nigeria showed 
substantial gains after Unicef and donors built thousands of 
latrines, trained thousands of teachers and established school 
health clubs, the agency contends. 


At the Balizenda primary school, the latrine, a hovel of thatch 
and reeds, fell down last year. Yehwala Mesfin, the director of 
the school, said that neither the villagers nor the Education 
Ministry would help build a new one. 


“The majority of time I use the open field,” said Ms Beyene, 
the fifth-grade teacher. "There is no privacy. Everybody comes, 
even the students. So we try to restrict ourselves to urinate 
before school and at night time. | already have a kidney infection 
because of this. My situation is getting worse." 


The school's only sixth-grade girls, Mesert Mesfin, 17, and 
Worknesh Anteneh, 15, said that when they could not resist 
nature's call, they stood guard for each other in the field. When 
her period began one recent Thursday morning, Mesert said, 
she had no choice but to run home. Worknesh said she 
sometimes avoided school during her period. "It is really a 
shame," she said. "I am really bothered by this.” (By Sharon 
LaFranciere in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 31) 
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CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Civilians surrender over 2,000 firearms in 
Huambo 1861:ANG:B 


CRIME 
89 foreigners held for diamond mining 
1765:ANG:B 


DEFENCE 
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Angola, South Africa protocl on defence 
1B49:ANG:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 

Accord with Sweden, Unicef on AIDS 
1849:ANG:A 

Heaith officials identify Marburg virus, 
96 dead 1621:ANG:A 

Immunisation campaign after new outbreak 
of polio 1753:ANG:A 

Italians donate medizines to fight Marburg 
fever 1693:ANG:B 

Marburg death toll climbs to 155 
1633:ANG:B 

Marburg fever contained 1825:ANG:B 

Marburg toil rises to 235 1645:ANG:A 

Over 18,000 people sensitised to Marburg 
virus 1741:ANG:A 

UNESCO grants US$25,000 to fight 
haemorrhagic fever in Uije 1645:ANG:A 

WHO bid to prevent spread of Marburg 
1645:ANG:A ` 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Angola signs accord with Microsoft 
1849:ANG:A 
Angolan Chamber of Commerce signs accord 
with British counterpart 1837:ANG:A 
Cabinet approves accord on investments 
with South Africa 1585:ANG:A 


ENVIRONMENT 
Earthquake In downtown Luanda 1849:ANG:A 
Over 100 plants threatened with extinction 
1801:ANG:B 


FAMINE 
UN appeals for $30 million to feed 
children 1777;ANG:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


China 
Angola, China sign cooperation agreements 
1597:ANG:A, 


European Union 
Angola, European Commission sign 15 m Euro 
agreement 1669:ANG:A 


Morocco 
Angola, Morocco sign cooperation protocol 
1789:ANG:A 


Namibia 
Sea vorder delimitation agreement with 
Namibia approved 1693:ANG:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Oman - 
Angola, Oman establish diplomatic ties 
1849:ANG:A 


Portugal 
Parliament approves accord with Portugal 
1861:ANG:A 


South Africa 
Angola, South Africa protoco! on defence 
1849:ANG:A 


Switzerland 
Switzerland-held funds release deal signed 
1813:ANG:A 


United States of America 
Accord on extradition of war criminals 
ratified 1705:ANG:A 
Angola, US military exercises end 
1777:ANG:B 


FOREIGN AID 

Food aid accord with EU 1633:ANG:D 

GM food ban comes into effect, sparks WFP 
concem 1573:ANG:A 

Government and UNDP sign accord on 
de-mining 1681:ANG:A 

Over 30,000 families benefit from Italian 
aid 1585:ANG:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Cabinet approves accord on investments 
with South Africa 1585:ANG:A 

GM food ban comes into effect, sparks WFP 
concem 1573:ANG:A . 

National Assembly passes Cultural Heritage 
Bill 1717:ANG:A 

Parliament passes 19 Bills 1717:ANG:A 

Radio station fires journalist for 
criticism 1765:ANG:A 


HIV/AIDS 
World Bank grants accord signed for AIDS 
1669:ANG:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Explosive device kills 7 1753:ANG:B 
National Police dismantle gangs 1573:ANG:B 
Police arrest 90 illegal! foreigners 
1633:ANG:C- 


MEDIA 
Journalist passes away 1741:ANG:B 
Radio station fires journalist for 
Criticism 1765:ANG:A 


REFUGEES 
New milesone in repatriation of Angolan 
refugees 1801:ANG:A 
Over 55,000 refugees to return home 
1825:ANG:A 


RELIGION 
Archbishop's tribute to John Paul II 
1633:ANG:A 


WAR / INSURGENCY 
Accord on extradition of war criminals - 
ratified 1705:ANG:A 


B 


BENIN 


CRIME 
Armed hold-ups, car-jackings on the rise 
1813:BNN:A ` 


DEVELOPMENT 
Work begins on gas pipeline 1765:BNN:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Work begins on gas pipeline 1765:BNN:A 


FOREIGN AID 
World Bank supports poverty reduction in 
Benin 1693:BNN:A 


FOREIGN TRADE 
Joint committee on commerce with Nigeria 
1681:BNN:A 


RELIGION 
New bishop named 1609:BNN:A 


BOTSWANA 


CRIME 
Research on passion killings 1621:BTW:A 


DEVELOPMENT 
Air Botswana withdraws aircraft 1694:BTW:A 
Landmark agreement to meet regional power 
needs 1765:BTWA 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Cultural practices hamper malaria control 
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~ 4825:BTW:A 
HIV/AIDS prevention accord signed with 
Brazil 1729:BTW:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Botswana, Zimbabwe sign accord on 
standardisation 1849:BTW:A 
Landmark agreement to meet regional power 
needs 1765:BTW:A 


ELECTIONS 
Accord on by-elections 1717:BTW:A 


ENVIRONMENT 
New water conservation system launched 
1717:BTW:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Brazil 
HIV/AIDS prevention accord signed with 
Brazil 1729:BTW:A 


Japan 
Botswana, Japan sign debt relief grant 
1621:BTW:B 


Mozambique 
Bilateral agreements with Mozambique 
signed 1645:BTW:A 
Russia 
Botswana, Russia abolish diplomatic visas 
1585:BTW:A 


FOREIGN AID 
Botswana, Japan sign debt relief grant 
1621:BTW:B 


GOVERNMENT 
BFTU takes government to ILO over sackings 
1813:;BTW:A 
Leaders condemn sacking of mine workers' 
leaders 1657:BTW:B 


JUDICIARY 
Expelled academic under fire in court 
1657:BTW:A 


LABOUR 
BFTU takes government to ILO over sackings 
1813:BTW:A 
Leaders condemn sacking of mine workers’ 
leaders 1657:BTW:B 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Expelled academic under fire in court 
1657:BTW:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
Villagers react to abolition of Marital 
power 1561:BTW:A 


WOMEN 
Research on passion killings 1621:BTW:A 
Villagers react to abolition of Marital 
power 1561:BTW:A 


BURKINA FASO (UPP. 
VOLTA) 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
New outbreak of yellow fever 1777:BKF:A 
New outbreak of yellow fever 1789:BKF:A 


DROUGHT 
Burkina Faso herders caught in poverty 
trap 1777:BKF:B 


EDUCATION 
Millennium Challenge Corporation announces 
grant for girls’ education 1717:BKF:A 


ELECTIONS 
Compaore wins new mandate in first 
multiparty race 1825:BKF:A 


FAMINE 
Burkina Faso herders caught in poverty 
trap 1777:BKF:B 


FOREIGN AID 
Burkina Faso marks G-8 summit with 
nationwide tree planting 1718:BKF:B 
IMF approves US$ 10.5 million disbursement 
1585:BKF:A 


HIV/AIDS 


Returning migrants struggle to pay for 
AIDS treatment 1585:BKF:B 


JUDICIARY 
Compaore gets green light to run for third 
mandate 1801:BKF:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
Compaore gets green light fo run for third 
mandate 1801:BKF:A 
Compaore wins new mandate in first 
multiparty race 1825:BKF:A 


BURUNDI 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY l 

Army arrests scores of child soldiers 
1705:BRD:A 

Govemment, rebel group agree to end 
hostilities 1669:BRD:B 

Governor of Bubanza Province shot dead 
1573:BRD:B 

New influx of Rwandan asylum seekers 
1669:BRD:A 

Northern Provinces come under FNI attach 
1753:BRD:A 

Peacekeeping mission in Burundi extended 
until July 2006 1861:BRD:A 

Rebels willing to negotiate peace 
1778:BRD:A 

Thousands displaced in Bubanza 1694:BRC 


DEVELOPMENT 
Security Council backs ‘Forum of Partners’ 
1778:BRD:B 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


Cholera, food shortages threaten 
Burundians, says UN 1573:BRD:C 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
World Bank pledges additional $170 millior 
for projects 1837:BRD:A 


EDUCATION 
UNICEF pledges $3 million for primary 
education drive in Burundi 1790:BRD:A 


ELECTIONS 

Another date set for constitutional 
referendum 1573:BRD:A 

Burundi polls were free and fair 
1621:BRD:A 

Ex-rebels pick leader for polls 1718:BRD:A 

Fraud, violence in civic election 
1681:BRD:A 

Senate adopts electoral code 1645:BRD:A 

Three million rgistered voters 1561:BRD:A 

UN peacekeeper shot in post-election 
violence 1694:BRD:A 

Voters approve new Constitution 1609:BRD: 


ENVIRONMENT 
Dropping water level threatens port of 
Bujumbura 1814:BRD:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Belgium 
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Government resumes military cooperation Cameroon, Korea explore cooperation 
with Belgium 1633:BRD:A 1586:CMR:C 
F ; PO DEVELOPMENT 
United Nations Nigera Cape Verde signs compact with Millennium 


UN Mission reports rights abuse by army, 
rebels 1741:BRD:B 


FOREIGN AID 
IMF, World Bank Support $1.5 billion in 
debt relief for Burund! 1741:BRD:A 
UNICEF pledges $3 million for primary 
education drive in Burundi 1790:BRD:A 
World Bank pledges additional $170 million 
for project 1837:BRD:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Male, female Vice-Presidents swom in 
1766:BRD:A 
New President lays out policy 1766:BRD:B 
Police close independent radio station 
1729:BRD:B 
Senate adopts electoral code 1645:BRD:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
UN Mission reports rights abuse by army, 
rebels 1741:BRD:B 


MEDIA 
Police close independent radio station 
1729:BRD:B 
Radio back on air after 24-hour suspension 
| 1597:BRD:A 





REFUGEES 
' 160 Burundians seek asylum 1729:BRD:A 
180 Burundian refugees repatriated 
1718:BRD:B 
50,000 refugees face starvation 1622:BRD:B 
Burundian refugees seek permanent 
residence 1850:BRD:A 
Rwandan refugees labelled ‘illegal 
immigrants’ 1826:BRD:A 
Tanzania forced 9 DPs to return to Burundi 
1634:BRD:B 


Thousands displaced in Bubanza 1694:BRD:B 


- UN agency moves 500 Congolese refugees 
| away from border 1837:BRD:B 


C 


CAMEROON 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Korea (ROK) 


Nigeria, Cameroon renew efforts to end 
Bakassi dispute 1670:CMR:A 

UN confirms partial border demarcation 
4861:CMR:A 


GOVERNMENT 

At least two students shot dead in 
university protests 1657:CMR:B 

Ban on private radio lifted 1729:CMR:A 

Editor granted provisional release 
1586:CMR:A 

Editor jailed for investigating corruption 
1718:CMR:A 

Limbe police commissioner sacked 
1646:CMR:A 

Police brutalise journalists 1826:CMR:A 

Police detain presidential aspirant 
1801:CMR:A 

SCNC national chairman arrested 1814:CMR:A 

Students, troops in another bloody clash 
1682:CMR:A 

Two journalists sentenced to five months 
in prison 1657:CMR:A 


HIV/AIDS 
AIDS drug trial on sex workers suspended 
1586:CMR:B 
Trial of AIDS drug suspended after 
protests 1597:CMR:A 


JUDICIARY 
Police inspector to serve five year jail 
tem 1814:CMR:B 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Atleast two students shot dead in 
university protests 1657:CMR:B 


MEDIA 

Ban on private radio lifted 1729:CMR:A 

Editor granted provisional release 
1586:CMR:A 

Editor jailed for investigating corruption 
1718:CMR:A 

Police brutalise journalists 1826:CMR:A 

Two journalists sentenced to five months 
in prison 1657:CMR:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
SCNC national chairman arrested 1814:CMR:A 
Students, troops in another bloedy clash 
1682:CMR:A 


CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 


challenge Corporation 1719:CVI:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Cape Verde signs compact with Millennium 
challenge Corporation 1719:CVI:A 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
United States and Cape Verde sign joint 
declaration cn science and technology 
cooperation 1574:CVI:A 


CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 

Disarmament, reintegration extends to the 
northwest 1719:CAR:B 

Fighting in Central African Republic 
drives hundreds of refugees to Chad 
1790:CAR:A 

Fresh violence, rape drive thousands 
across border 1742:CAR:B 

UN mission in Central African Republic 
extended 1850:CAR:A 


CRIME 
Troops deployed in mining town of Bria 
1814:CAR:B 


DISASTERS 
Bush fires leave hundreds homeless 
1597:CAR:A 
Thousands in urgent need of aid after 
heavy rains, says Minister 1741:CAR:A 


ELECTIONS 
17 MPs elected in first round of poll 
1634:CAR:A 
Election postponed, but most banned 
candidates can stand 1574:CAR:A 
Major challenges ahead for Bozize after 
poll victory 1682:CAR:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


AFRICAN UNION 
AU lifts post-coup sanctions 1705:CAR:A 


United Nations 
UN mission in Central African Republic 
extended 1850:CAR;A 
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OREIGN AID 


Annan calls for aid to post-civil war 
reconstruction 1814:CAR:A 


OVERNMENT 

Bozize repeals court ban on some 
presidential candidates 1562:CAR:A 

Bozize sacks Justice Minister 1561:CAR:A 

Civil servants begin eight-day strike 
1802:CAR:A 

Disarmament of former combatants begins 
1706:CAR:B 


OLITICAL PARTIES 


Presidential candidates sign political 
deal 1586:CAR:A 


=FUGEES 

Fighting in Central African Republic 
drives hundreds of refugees to Chad 
1790:CAR:A 

Insecurity, lack of basic services drive 


thousands more from their homes 1766:CAR:A 


UN agency relocating refugees 1753:CAR:A 
UN starts relocating 10,000 refugees 
1719:CAR:A 


CHAD 


2CIDENTS / DISASTERS 


UN helps thousands displaced by volcano in 


Comoros 1850:CHD:A 


VIL WAR / INSURGENCY 

Armed attack in Chad prompts Security 
Council condemnation 1861:CHD:A 

Armed groups attack military camp in 
capital 1826:CHD:A 

"ormer dictator of Chad arrested 
1826:CHD:B 

Dver 600 Chadians back home from CAR 
1790:CHD:A . 


FENCE 
10 soldiers desert posts in capital. flee 
to east 1802:CHD:A 


VELOPMENT 


INDC, Energem sign oil exploration deal 
T766:CHD:A i 


SEASE / EPIDEMICS 


darfur refugees to be vaccinated following 
meningitis outbreak in camps 1562:CHD:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 


NNDC, Energem sign oil exploration deal 
1766:CHD:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 


UN helps thousands displaced by volcano in 
Comoros 1850:CHD:A 


FOREIGN AID 


IMF executive board approves aid 
1598:CHD:A 


GOVERNMENT 

40 soldiers desert posts in capital, flee 
to east 1802:CHD:A 

Journalist sentenced to 12 month jail 
1754:CHD:A 

Prime Minister resigns after civil 
servants strike 1586:CHD:A 

Radio director freed.but faces expulsion 
from country 1837:CHD:A 

Three journalists released 1790:CHD:B 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Former dictator of Chad arrested 
1826:CHD:B 


MEDIA 

Country's oldest privately-owned radio 
station suspended 1574:CHD:A 

Journalist sentenced to 12 month jail 
1754:CHD:A 

Radio director freed but faces expulsion 
from country 1837:CHD:A 

Three journalists released 1790:CHD:B 


REFUGEES 

Another camp opened for Darfur refugees 
1657:CHD:A 

Darfur refugees to be vaccinated following 
meningitis outbreak in camps 1562:CHD:A 

Over 600 Chadians back home trom CAR 
1790:CHD:A 

UN agency appeals for $1 million to feed 
‘forgotten’ refugees in Chad 1802:CHD:B 

UN relocate 2,000 refugees in Chad 
threatened by rain] 1730:CHD:A 


WAR / INSURGENCY 


Goverment accuses Sudan of backing 
rebels, suspends Darfur mediation 
1646:CHD:A 


COMORO ISLANDS 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Country hit by fuel price hikes 1791:CRS:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


European Union 
EU commits aid to ‘Invisible Victims’ 
1862:CRS:A 


United Nations 


UN rushes aid for those displaced by 
volcano 1838:CRS:A 


FOREIGN AID 
EU commits aid to ‘Invisible Victims’ 
1862:CRS:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Curfew imposed after demonstration leaves 
two dead 1609:CRS:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Curfew imposed after demonstration leaves 
two dead 1609:CRS:A 


REFUGEES 
UN rushes aid for those displaced by 
volcano 1838:CRS:A 


CONGO 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Civil war is cause of displacement, food 
shortage 1815:CGB:A 
Residents flee as army storms rebel 
stronghold 1802:CGB:A 
Top army, police officers acquitted of 
mass murder charge 1754:CGB:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Brazzaville bans poultry imports after 
bird flu 1803:CGB:B 
Ebola districts sealed off 1682:CGB:A 
HIV-positive people marry-make history 
1719:CGB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


European Union 
US $73.8 million road building deal with 
EU 1862:CGBA 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
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Prison diet in Congo-malnutrition and 
misery 1562:CGB:A 

Top army, police officers acquitted of 
mass murder charge 1754:CGB:A 


REFUGEES 
Civil war is cause-of displacement, food 
shortage 1815:CGB:A 
UN agency to begin repatriation of 
thousands of refugees 1658:CGB:A 


CONGO (DR) 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS i 

13 die in Congo plane crash 1778:DRC:B 

Aircraft crashes in Walungu, 26 feared 
dead 1683:DRC:B 

Crashed plane had smuggled cargo 
1563:DRC:A 

Plane crashes near Entebbe, crew dead 
1563:DRC:A 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 

1,000 ADF rebels regroup in Ituri 

_ 1706:DRC:A 

43 dead in latest drive against rebels 
1827:DRC:A 

52 killed as militias clash in Eastern 
Congo 1587:DRC:B 

Accord on armed groups 1658:DRC:A 

Amy frees four electoral agents, kills 34 
militiamen 1815:DRC:C 

Congo tribal killings create new wave of 
refugees 1622:DRC:A 

Congolese flee to Uganda 1778:DRC:A 

FDRL burns 40 villagers 1720:DRC:A 

Fleeing Congolese return home 1742:DRC:A 

Four rebel militia camps in eastern Congo 
demolished by UN peacekeepers 1575:DRC:B 

Gunmen release French aid worker 
1694:DRC:B 

Interahamwe kill 29 in Kivu 1658:DRC:B 

Katanga militias agree to disarm 
1587:DRC:A 

Militias disrupting disarmament and 
reintegration efforts in Congo (DR), says 
UN 1574:DRC-A 

Rampaging soldiers kill 9 civilians 
1720:DRC:B 

Rebels attack villages, 24 killed, 
thousands displaced 1803:DRC:A 

Renewed violence affects thousands of 
civilians 1730:DRC:A 

Rwandan rebels abuse Congolese civilians, 
says UN report 1670:DRC:A 

Thousands displaced as army attacks 
militias in northeast 1827:DRC:A 

Thousands flee as militia group attacks 


ANNUAL INDEX 


civilians in Katanga 1838:DRC:B ; 

Thousands of Congolese flee 1647:DRC:A 

Thousands return to Ituri after army ousts 
rebels 1791:DRC-B 

Three killed, thousands displaced as army 
takes on militia group 1646:DRC:A 

UN launches new operation against Rwandan 
Hutu rebels 1730:DRC:A 

UN peacekeeper succumbs to wounds after 
ambush 1682:DRC:A 

UN peacekeepers seize weapons in eastern 
Congo 1622:DRC:A 

UN Security Council condemns massacre 
1720:DRC:A 

UN troops killed 50 militiamen in 
self-defecne, Annan says 1610:DRC:B 


CRIME 
Militia leaders arrested in Kinshasa 
1610:DRC:C 
Tens of thousands raped, few prosecuted 
1610:DRC:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
34 die in new Cholera outbreak 1634:DRC:B 
Congo hit by a peculiar plague, says UN 
1598:DRC:B 
Unidentified fever kills 12 diamond miners 
In Maniema, says OCHA 1742:DRC:A 


ELECTIONS 
Insecurity threatens electoral process 
1694:DRC:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 
UN launches new operation against Rwandan 
Hutu rebels 1730:DRC:A 


FOREIGN AID 


UNICEF rushes aid to 10,000 people 
displaced by fresh fighting 1862:DRC:A 


FOREIGN TRADE 
Officials block Indian egg consignment 
1815:DRC:A 


GENOCIDE 
Kony arrest warrant isued 1791:DRC:A 


GOVERNMENT 
30 arrested for Katanga secession plot 
1670:DRC:B 
9 journalists sentenced to jail 1587:DRC:C 
Amnesty law passed without MPs from 
Kabila’s party 1838:DRC:A 


Congo restores statue of Belgian king 
1587:DRC:D 

Kabila sacks six ministers after probe 
into corruption 1563:DRC:B 

Media regulator lifts suspension order on 
RAGA TV 1720:DRC;C 

Nine journalists sentenced 1683:DRC:C 

Officials block Indian egg consignment 
1815:DRC:A : 

Publisher arrested 1730:DRC:B 

Publisher arrested on defamation charge 
1803:DRC:B 

Strike at government hospitals results in- 
1,366 deaths in Kinshasa 1598:DRC:A 

Two journalists detained for 24 hours in 
Kinshasa 1634:DRC:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Annan condemns murder of nine UN 
peacekeepers in Congo 1598:DRC:A 
Seven killed in demonstrations, hundreds 
arrested 1706:DRC:B 
Uganda, Rwanda, Congo (DR) agree on 
extradition 1754:DRC:A 


MEDIA 
Journalist, wife assassinated in Kinshasa 
1815:DRC:B 
` Media regulator lifts suspension order on 
RAGA TV 1720:DRC:C 
Nine journalists sentenced 1683:DRC:C 
Publisher arrested 1730:DRC:B 
Publisher arrested on defamation charge 
1803:DRC:B ; 
Two journalists detained for 24 hours in 
Kinshasa 1634:DRC:A 


REFUGEES 

Congolese flee to Uganda 1778:DRC:A 

Rwandan rebels abuse Congolese civilians, 
says UN report 1670:DRC:A 

Thousands flee as militia group attacks 
civilians in Katanga 1838:DRC:B 

_ Thousands returns to Ituri after army 

ousts rebels 1791:DRC:B 

UNICEF rushes aid to 10,000 people 
displaced by fresh fighting 1862:DRC:A 


WOMEN 
Tens of thousands raped, few prosecuted 
1610:DRC:A 


D 
DJIBOUTI 
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AGRICULTURE 
Drought threatens 30,000 with food 
shortages 1658:DJB:A 


ELECTIONS 
Guelleh wins one-man presidential poll 
1647:DJUB:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Malnutrition widespread in 
drought-affected areas 1683:DJB:A 


POVERTY 
US Marines adopt children 1779:DJB:A 


E 


EGYPT 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS 
Theatre fire kills 32 1779:EGY:B 


DEFENCE 
‘Secret’ nuclear programmes 1564:EGY:B 


ELECTIONS 

Ayman Nur to run for President 1623:EGY:A 

Blast dealt blow to coming poll 1731:EGY:A 

Close race in Cairo as Egypt goes to polls 
1827:EGY:A 

Despite duress, Islamists gain in Egyptian 
polls 1838:EGY:A 

Egyptians back electoral change 1683:EGY:A 

Election marks Egypt's shift to open 
society 1779:EGY:A 

Fraud claims repeated 1851:EGY:A 

Many candidates in presidential poll fray 
1610:EGY:A 

Muslim Brotherhoad’s success poses new 
dilemma 1851;EGY:A 

Protests against Mubarak’s election 
1779:EGY:A 

Setback for reforms 1851:EGY:A 


FOREIGN AID 
Egypt accepts IMF norms 1575:EGY:A 
World Bank approves loan to promote Nile 
Deha 1ASSEGY-A 


GOVERNMENT 
Oissidents arrested on eve of ‘national 
dialogue’ 1588:-EGY:B 
Editor released after three months in 
prison 1564:EGY:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Government stifles academic freedom in 
universities 1695:EGY:A : 
Mubarak sworn in for fifth term 1792:EGY:A 

Muslim Brotherhood members detained 
1706:EGY:A 

New Opposition daily suspended as first 
issue goes to print 1587:EGY:A 

Over 50 journalists attacked 1850:EGY:A 

Three journalists sentenced to one year in 
prison 1647:EGY:A 


HERITAGE 
Boy behind King Tut mask comes alive 
1670:EGY:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Rights body condemns bombings 1731:EGY:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

88 killed iri Egypt resort in terrorists 
bombing 1730:EGY:A 

Blast dealt blow to coming poli 1731:EGY:A 

Egyptian envoy to Iraq killed, says 
Al-Qaeda 1720:EGY:A 

Two women among three militants killed in 
suicide attack on foreign tourists 
1659:EGY:B 


MEDIA 
Call to protect women journalists 
1721:EGY:B 
State security agents arrest website 
editor 1851:EGY:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 

Close race in Cairo as Egypt goes to polls 
1827:EGY:A 

Dissidents arrested on eve of ‘national 
dialogue’ 1588:EGY:B 

Egyptians back electoral change 1683:EGY:A 

Muslim Brotherhood’s success poses new 
dilemma 1851:EGY:A 


REFUGEES 
10 Sudanese asylum seekers killed 
following stampede 1862:EGY:A 


WOMEN 
After attacks on women, anger rises in 
Egypt 1707:EGY:A 
Egyptian females say ‘Enough’ 1695:EGY:A 
Paternity suit sparks fiery debate in 
Egypt 1588:EGY:C 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS 
Plane with 55 aboard crashes 1721:EQG:A 


ERITREA 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Eritrean flight ban forces UN to evacuate 
injured soldiers by road 1803:ERT:B 
Security Council extends mandate of 
peacekeepers in Eritrea and Ethiopia 
1623:ERT:A 
‘UN mission useless’ 1803:ERT:A 


FAMINE 
2.3 million people in drought-stricken 
Eritrea need food aid 1575:ERT:A 


State denies bomb suspects had Kenyan 


passports 1731:ERT:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 

Eritrean diplomat appointed UN 
representative 1742:ERT:A 

Flight ban forces UN to halt mine 
clearance activities 1792:ERT:A 

Four soldiers killed in landmine blast 
1839:ERT:C 

Security Council threatens Ethiopia, 
Eritrea with sanctions 1839:ERT:A 

UN peace mission at crossroads 1851:ERT:A 

UNMEE to pull out peacekeepers 1815:ERT:A 


FOREIGN AID 
EU allocates Euro 620,000 for emergency 
food security 1671:ERT:A 
UN agency expands emergency food operation 
in drought-stricken areas 1647:ERT:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Flight ban forces UN to halt mine 
clearance activities 1792:ERT:A 

Journalist freed without charge after four 
years in jail 1839:ERT°B . 

State denies bomb suspects had Kenyan 
passports 1731:ERT:A 

VOA correspondent released 1611:ERT:A 


MEDIA 
Journalist freed without charge after four 
years in jail 1839:ERT:B 
VOA correspondent released 1611:ERT:A 


OBITUARY 
Foreign Minister dies of heart attack 
1767:ERT:A 
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1624:ETP:C Gondar Universities 1583:ETP:A 
WAR / INSURGENCY 
ECONOMY & BUSINESS European Union 


Four soldiers killed in landmine blast 
*839:ERT:C 

Security Council threatens Ethiopia, 
Eritrea with sanctions 1839:ERT:A 

Two killed as Ethiopians, Eritreans clash 
in Abha 1647:ERT:A . 


UN peace mission at crossroads 1851:ERT:A 
UNMEE to pull out peacekeepers 1815:ERT:A 


ETHIOPIA 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS 
Mire blast kills 114, injures 293 
1576:ETP:C 
Road accidents claim 345 lives, injure 
2.590 1780:ETP:B 


AGRICULTURE 
IFAD, Ethiopia sign $35 million loan 
agreement to help small farmers 
1575:ETP:BA 


ARTS 
Ethiopia stands up for Marley 1589:ETP:A 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
ICRC repatriates 160 Ethiopian, 10 
Eritrean civilians 1611:ETP:8 
Policeman kills elected parliamentarian 
1E96:ETP:A 
Thousands arrested all over Ethiopia 
1E96:ETP:A 


CRIME 
Campaign launched against child 
trafficking 1804:ETP:A 


DEVELOPMENT 
Ethiopia takes lead in African IT service 
1659:ETP:A 
Praise for soap dispensers, and the food 
is good, too 1767:ETP:B 


DISASTERS 
Aid reaches flond-affected areas 
1659:FTP-B 
Flood kills 20 In Dire Dawa town 
1634:ETP-B 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Govt NGOs sign agreement 1755;ETP:C 
HIV/AIDS claims 115,000 lives in 2004] 
1575:ETP:A 
Naticnwide HIV/AIDS hotlien launched 


450 m birr agreement with Indian-Co 
1804:ETP:B 

DKT, partners sign $14 m social marketing 
project 1754:ETP:A 

DKT, partners sign $14 m social marketing 
project 1754:ETP:A 

ETC, Nokia, Eriksson sign mobile expansion 
project 1575:ETP:B 

Mining accord signed 1779:ETP:A 

Ministry, Petronas sign petroleum 
exploration accord 1732:ETP:A 


ELECTIONS 

Crackdown on media amid election 
controversy 1696:ETP:A 

Ruling party claims election victory 
1671:ETP:A 

Ruling party named winner in disputed poll 
1767:ETP:A 

Ruling party wins 1683:ETP:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


European Union 
Ethiopia, European Commission sign 623.3 m 
birr grant accoard 1816:ETP:B 


Haly 
Ethiopia, Italy sign 220m Euro loan 
agreement 1648:ETP:A 


Japan 
Ethiopia, Japan sign 32.84 m birr grant 
agreement 1611:ETP;A 


Somalia 
Ethiopia, Somalia sign cooperation 
agreement 1840:ETP:A 


Sudan 
Ethiopia, Sudan agree to cooperate in 
security affairs 1840:ETP:A 


FOREIGN AID 

EC signs euro 7 m deal with 8 NGOs 
1588:ETP:A : 

ERA, Kajima sign $45.9 m accord 1755:ETP:B 

Ethiopia obtains 9.5 billion birr in 
grant, loan 1623:ETP:A 

Ethiopia, European Commission sign 623.3 m 
birr grant accoard 1816:ETP:B 

IFAD, Ethiopia sign $35 million loan 
agreement to help small farmers 1575:ETP:B 

Orbis Ethiopia signs $2m deal with Debub, 


Ethiopia, EU sign 20.9 million birr accord 
1743:ETPB 


-| Maly. 
` Double taxation accord with Italy 


1743:ETP:2 


FOREIGN TRADE 
DKT, partners sign $14 m social marketing 
project 1754:ETP-:A 


GENOCIDE 
Federal High Court sentences genocide 
convicts up to 23 year prison terms 
1827:ETP:A 


GOVERNMENT 

14 killed in clashes between opposition 
supporters and police in Addis Ababa 
1816:ETP:A 

CUD leaders to be charged with outrage on 
constitution, armed revolt 1852:ETP:A 

` Editor jailed for refusing to reveal 

source 1742Z:ETP:A 

Government taken to task over massive 
rights abuses 1671:ETP:B 

Journalists sentenced amid clampdown on 
press 1863:ETP-B ` 

Mining accord signed 1779:ETP:A 

Ministry, Petronas sign petroleum 
exploration accord 1732:ETP:A 

Two journalists detained in crackdown 
1828:ETP:B. 

Two more journalists arrested 1732:ETP:B 

Two reporters arrested in continuing 
crackdown on media 1840:ETP:B 

Two TV journalists imprisoned in run-up to 
elections 1623;ETP:B 


HERITAGE 
Rome to return precious treasure 
1648:ETP:B 


IMMIGRATION 
UNHCR disturbed by death of 75 Ethiopian, 
Somali immigrants off Yemen coast 
1767:ETP:B 


JUDICIARY 
Federal High Court sentences genocide 
convicts up io 23 year prison terms 
1827:ETP:A 


LAW & ORDER ! TERRORISM 
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Israeli ambassador found critically 
wounded 1635:ETP:8 ' 


MEDIA 

Editor jailed for refusing to reveal 
source 1742:ETP:A 

Joumalists sentenced amid clampdown on 
press 1863:ETP:B 

Two journalists detained in crackdown 
1828:ETP:B : 

Two more journalists arrested 1732:ETP:B 

Two reporters arrested in continuing 
crackdown on media 1840:ETP:B 

Two TV journalists imprisoned in run-up to 
elections 1623:ETP:B 


POLITICAL PARTIES 

129 opposition activists remanded to 
custody 1863:ETP:A 

14 killed in clashes between opposition 
supporters and police in Addis Ababa 
1816:ETP:A 

CUD leaders to be charged with outrage on 
constitution, armed revolt 1852:ETP:A 

Political unrest churns in Ethiopian 
capital 1863;ETP:B 


REFUGEES 
Child deaths and malnutrition at IDP camp 
1648:ETP:B 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
Govt, NGOs sign agreement 1755:ETP:C 


WAR / INSURGENCY 


EU urges restraint over unresolved border 
dispute 1599:ETP:A 

UN envoy asks for strong action on 
Ethiopia, Eritrea 1634:ETP:A 

UN, Ethiopia undertakes joint verification 
on troops movement 1564:ETP:A 


G 
GABON 


FOREIGN AID 
Gabon receives US$15 million for natural 
resources management 1828:GBN:A 


FOREIGN TRADE 
Scuth Africa, Gabon sign trade deal 
1624:GBN:A 


GENOCIDE 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Rwandan genocide suspect arrested in Gabon 
1780:GBN:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Media Council orders suspension of 
newspaper 1743:GBN:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
Two top opposition figures to challenge 
President Bongo 1804:GBN:A 


GAMBIA 


CRIME 
Bail denied to Nadd Trio 1852:GMB:A 


DEVELOPMENT 
Fond thoughis of the men from NASA fill 
Gambia 1780:GMB:A 
Gambia, Brazil sign technical cooperation 
agreement 1768:GMB:A i 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 


President attends ECOWAS summit 1576:GMB: 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


ASEAN 


Gambia, three ASEAN states sign 
cooperation agreement 1721:GMB:A 


Brazil 
Gambia, Brazil sign technical cooperation 
agreement 1768:GMB:A 


Kuwait 
Gambia, Kuwait sign D300 million agreement 
1648:GMB:A 


FOREIGN AID 
US signs $400,000 grant 1611:GMB:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Concem over newspaper amendment Act 
1599:GMB:A 

Dismissed army chief arrested 1840:GMB:A 

Four ministers swom in 1635:GMB:A 

Gambia donates items worth $250,000 to 
tsunami victims 1576:GMB:B 

Murder, arson, repression thwart 
independent press 1649:GMB:B 

Muslim clerics arrested 1804:GMB:A 

President signs two Bills that curb 
freedom 1611:GMB:A 


HIV/AIDS 
CPA launches HIV/AIDS booklet 1721:GMB: 


JUDICIARY 
Bail denied to Nadd Trio 1852:GMB:A 


MEDIA 

Condoleezee Rice asked to intercede after 
grim week for journalists 1864:GMB:A 

Gambia, Ukraine journalists chosen for 
press freedom award 1780:GMB:A 

Police sieze female photojournalists 
camera 1864:GMB:A 

Press union launches foundation for 
freedom of expression 1659.GMB:A 


WOMEN 
Abortion causes 13 per centmatemal 
deaths 1649:GMB:C 


GHANA 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS 
Accidents claim 1,283 lives 1576:GNA:A 


ELECTIONS 
Obasanjo endorses re-election of Ghanaian 
President 1565:GNA‘A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Report on human rights 1805:GNA:A 


JUDICIARY 
Judiciary has no power over parliament 
1732:GNA:A 


MEDIA 


Joumalists attacked by National 
Democratic Congress activists 1816:GNA:A 


PARLIAMENT 
Judiciary has no power over parliament 
1732:GNA:A 


GUINEA 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Troops kill Ivorian rebel in border clash 
1721:GNE-A 


DEVELOPMENT 
Government finally agrees to open up 
airwaves 1684:GNE:A 
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ELECTIONS 
Ruling party wins local elections 
1864:GNE:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Government finally agrees to open up 
airwaves 1684:GNE:A 

imam detained for attack on President 
Conte dies in custody 1576:GNE:A 

New PM offers to legalize private radio 
siations 1565:GNE:A 

Security forces arrest prominent editor 
1599:GNE:A 

Students clash with police as strike 
disrupts school, hospitals 1828:GNE:A 

Temporary seizure of JA |’ Intelligent 
1659:GNE:A 

Three senior ministers sacked 1611:GNE:A 

Two journalists beaten up by police 
1812:GNE:B 

Two South African aircrew members freed 
1864:GNE:B 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Dozens arrested after ethnic clashes in 
south-east 1816:GNE:A 


MEDIA 

New PM offers to legalize private radio 
stations-1565.GNE:A 

Security forces arrest prominent editor 
1599:GNE:A 

Temporary seizure of JAI’ Intelligent 
1659:GNE-:A 

Two journalists beaten up by police 
1612:GNE:B 


GUINEA BISSAU 


IISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


Cholera deaths double in fortnight 
1755:GNB:A 


ZLECTIONS 

Kofi Annan appoints Chissano envoy to 
Guinea-Bissau 1660:GNB:A 

Kumba Yala agrees to accept election 
defeat 1707:GNB:A 

Kumba Yala to back Nino Vieria in second 
round of presidential election 1722:GNB:A 

Parties agree to delay elections for voter 
re-registration 1624:GNB:A 

Vieira officially declared President 
1743:GNB:A 

Vieira scores narrow victory over Bacai 
Sanha in presidential election 1732:GNB:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 
Kofi Annan appoints Chissano envoy to 
Guinea-Bissau 1660:GNB:A 


GOVERNMENT 


President appoints controversial new Prime ` 


Minister 1816:GNB:A 
Vieira officially declared President 
1743:GNB:A 


INTERNATIONAL 
MEETINGS 


AGRICULTURE 
Pastoralists voice concern over 
encroachment of graszing land 1608:|ME:A 


IVORY COAST 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 

15 dead, 4,000 displaced in ethnic 
fighting in troubled west 1660:1VC:B 

Accord on disarmament from May 14 
1649:IVC:A 

Attackers fired on UN mission's 
headquarters in westem Ivory Coast 
1649;IVC:B 

Disarmament talks begin as UN warns of 
sanctions 1722:IVC:A 

Fresh ethnic violence in volatile west 
kills 41 1684:IVC:A 

Gbagbo stands firm, rebel leader declares 
himself Prime Minister 1817:IVC:A 

Mbeki snubbed in Ivory Coast talks 
1599:IVC:A 

More ivorian refugees flee to Liberia 
1743:IVC:A 

New government announced after weeks of 
haggling 1864:IVC:A 

Rebels reject South Africa as mediator 
1768:1VC:A 

Revenge killings 1684:IVC:A 

Security Council extends mandate of expert 
group 1805:IVC:A 

UN extends ban on diamond imports 
1852:IVC:A 

UN mission calls for probe into deaths of 
13 people from torture 1624:IVC:A 

UN Secretary-General weicomes decision to 
end hostilities 1635:1VC:A 
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CRIME 
Killings, torture and rape go unpunished 
1805:1VC:B 


DEFENCE 
UN threatens sanctions after finding 62 
militaryvehicles at port 1708:IVC:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
40 dead in meningitis epidemic in 
northeast Bouna region 1624:IVC:B 


EDUCATION 
Ongoing crisis in Ivory Coast 1840:IVC:A 


ELECTIONS 
Leaders agree on peace, polls in October 
1635:IVC:A 
Security Council mandate extended by 
another month 1660:IVC:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Guinea (Bissau) 
Eleven Ivorians arrested in Ganta 
1589:IVC:A 


United Nations 
Security Council mandate extended by 
another month 1660:IVC:A 
UN extends ban on diamond imports 
1852:IVC:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Banny sworn in as Prime Minister 
1852:1VC:A 

Gbagbo stands firm, rebel leader declares 
himself Prime Minister 1817:IVC:A 

New ‘government announced after weeks of 
haggling 1864:IVC:A 

Pro-Government militias spread fear among 
media 1743:IVC:B 

RFI broadcasts suspended 1733:IVC:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Killings, torture and rape go unpunished 
1805:1VC:B 
New Zealandar dies in rebel jail 
1635:IVC:B 


MEDIA 
Pro-Government militias spread fear among 
media 1743:IVC:B 
RFI broadcasis suspended 1733:IVC:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


ESE 
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University campus polarised by political 
violence 1733:1VC:A 


REFUGEES 
15 dead, 4,000 displaced in ethnic 
fighting in troubled west 1660:IVC:B 


K 


KENYA 


CIVIL AVIATION 
Airline launches flights to south Sudan 
1590:KNY:B 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
92 killed, troops fly into massacre zone 
1722:KNY:A 
Catholic bishop shot dead 1722:KNY:A 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
175 police officers suspended on graft 
charge 1853:KNY:A 


CRIME 

Police seize narcotics worth Shem 
1612:KNY:A 

Scores killed in border town attack 
1625:KNY:A l 

Security minister issues shoot-to-kill! 
order 1625:KNY:A 

Six suspects in bank fraud arrested 
1649:KNY:A 


DEVELOPMENT 
Kenyan MPs laud Rwanda strides in 
democracy 1768:KNY:A 
Kenyan village fights paverty 1650:KNY:B 
Nairobi to get facelift in new plan 
1697:KNY:C 


DISASTERS 
Ficods displace thousands from refugee 
camp 1661:KNY:C 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS. 
Rail privatisation law signed 1841:KNY:C 
World Bank lauds government on reforms 
` 1696:KNY-B 


FAMINE 
Famine threatens 700,000 in Coast 
1577:KNY:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Japan 


Japan pledges more aid to Kenya 1817:KNY:A 


GOVERNMENT 

1,200 health workers sacked 1841:KNY:B 

175 police officers suspended on graft 
charge 1853:KNY:A 

71 ilegal schools closed 1660:KNY:A 

Closed radio station back on air 
1829:KNY:B 

First Lady assaults journalist 1661:KNY:B 

House team to rely on Bomas Draft and 
Naivasha Accord 1696:KNY:A 

Kenya sends aid to tsunami victims 
1565:KNY:B 

Kenyan MPs laud Rwanda strides in 
democracy 1768:KNY:A 

MPs blame state for violence in Mandera 
1565:KNY:A 

Mwai Kibaki sacks cabinet 1841:KNY:A 

Nairobi First Lady faces assault charge 
1672:KNY:B 

Police arrest truck loads of women 
protesters 1805:KNY:A 

Rail privatisation law signed 1841:KNY:C 

Support for ban on tobacco and beer ` 
adverts 1733:KNY:A 

World Bank lauds government on reforms 
1696:KNY:B 


HUNGER 
400,000 face hunger in Wajir 1792:KNY:A 


JUDICIARY 
Kenyan editor acquitted 1636:KNY:A 
New laws open EAC borders to lawyers 
1685:KNY:B 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

15 killed in clashes over water, land 
1877:KNY:B 

3 Qaeda men held in Kenya 1600:KNY:A 

Lethal brew kills 48 1708:KNY:A 

Scores hurt as police break up 
demonstration 1672:KNY:A 

Seven killed in bandit attacks 1684:KNY:A 


MEDIA 
Closed radio station back on air 
1829:KNY:B 
First Lady assaults journalist 1661:KNY:B 
Kenyan editor acquitted 1636:KNY:A 


OBITUARY 
Lawyer Kapila dies at hospital in Nairobi 
1656:KNY:B 


POLITICAL PARTIES 

Controversy mars countdown to 
constitutional referendum 1828:KNY:A 

In Kenya, tossing of fruit amid 
constitutional debate 1817:KNY:A 

Kenyans reject constitution 1841:KNY:A 

Uhuru Kenyatta takes over Moi mantle 
1590:KNY:C 


RELIGION 
Support for ban on tobacco and beer 
adverts 1733:KNY:A 


WAR / INSURGENCY 
Hundreds attend Nairobi peace rally 
1781:KNY:A 


WOMEN 
Minister apologises remarks over rape 
1589:KNY:A 
Police arrest truck loads of women 
protesters 1805:KNY:A 


L 
LESOTHO 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


AIDS battle hampered by shortage of nurses 


1755:LST:A $ 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Decline of dollar silences Africa’s 
garment factories 1625:LST:A 


ELECTIONS 
Expert team report on local government 
elections 1697:LST:A 
Poor voter turnout marks first ever 
nationwide poli 1661:LST:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


South Africa 


Memorandum of understanding signed with 


South Africa 1829:LST-:A 
JUDICIARY 
Court of appeal upholds gender quotas 
1723:LST:A 


LABOUR 
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Govt tackles child labour and exploitation 
1636:LST:A 


WOMEN 
Court of appeal upholds gender quotas 
1723:LST:A 


LIBERIA 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 

60 suspects remanded for crimes 1577:LIB-A 

Rebel fighters go rioting for dole 
1577:LIB:A 

UN panel updates travel ban list 
1650:LIB:A 

UN Security Council extends mission in 
Ubera 1781.LIB:A 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
5,000 women threaten to go on hunger 
strike 1865:LIB:A 
Bryant faces impeachment 1818:LIB:A 
Donors step up anti-graft fight 1698:LIB:B 


DEFENCE 
Accord to restructure the armed foces of 
Liberia 1672:LIB:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


Mysterous disease claims 135 lives in 
Sinoe 1744:LIB;A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Bryant finally signs LIMINCO deal with 
Mittal group 1756:LIB:A 
Economic Engine of African city: 
Wheelbarrows 1818:LIB:B 
Search for oil gets a hoost as NOCAL signs 
contract with 3 comapnies 1708°LIB:A 


ELECTIONS 

Election commission signs agreement with 
parties 1697:LIB:A 

First woman elected head of state in 
Africa 1829:LIB'A 

Jonnson-Sirleaf wins presidential poll 
184 4:LIB:A 

Observers hail poll as free and fair 
TROS:L IBA 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


China 
Liberia. China sign $247,009 accord 
1854:LIB:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


FOREIGN AID 
Donors step up anti-graft fight 1698:LIB:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Accord to restructure the armed foces of 
Liberia 1672:LIB:A 

Bryant faces impeachment 1818:LIB:A 

Bryant suspends Nasscorps boss, two others 
1651:LIB:C 

Call for restraint on Post-election 
statements by losing Liberian Presidential 
candidate 1853:LIB:A 

Court closes newspaper, issues arrest 
warrants against journalists 1612:LIB:A 

First woman elected head of state in 
Africa 1829:LIB:A 

Government holds memorial service for 
tsunami victims 1566:LIB:A 

Media under attack for unprofessionalism, 
misconduct 18 18:LIB:B 

NTLA passes Firestone Bill 1636-:LIB:A 

Supreme Court lifts stay order 1651:LIB:B 


ILLEGAL MINING 
Ninety-five illegal miners in UNMIL’s 
dragnet 1744:LIB:A 


JUDICIARY 
Supreme Court lifts stay order 1651:LIB:B 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Ritualistic killings reported in South 
1577:LIB:B 


MEDIA 

Court closes newspaper, issues arrest 
warrants against journalists 1612:LIB:A 

Media under attack for unprofessionalism, 
misconduct 1818:LIB:B 

People’s Daily guilty of ethical 
transgression 1865:LIB:B 

Star Radio is back 1685:LIB:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 

Bryant barred from LAP activities 
1672:LIB:A 

Call for restraint on Post-election 
statements by losing Liberian Presidential 
candidate 1853.LIB:A 

Election commission signs agreement with 
parties 1697:LIB:A 


SCAM 
Consular section of Liberian embassy in US 
shut down 1600:LIB:A 


WAR / INSURGENCY 
Dutch businessman held for war crimes 
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1626:LIBA 


WOMEN 
5,000 women threaten to go on hunger 
strike 1865:LIB:A 


LIBYA 


AGRICULTURE 
Libya seeks Zambian land 1600:LBY:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
$22m instant cofee deal with Uganda signed 
1854:LBY:A 
Shell signs Libyan gas agreement 
1661:LBY:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Mauritania 
AU President, Gaddafi discuss terrorism. 
Mauritanian coup 1756:LBY:A 


Uganda 
National Housing Corporation deal with 
Uganda 1792:LBY:A 


GOVERNMENT 
internet journalist sentenced 1819:LBY:A 
UNESCO chief condemns killings of 
journalists 1698°LBY:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Human rights Watch concerned over the 
health of imprisoned wnter 1756:LBY:8 


JUDICIARY 


Court repneve for Bulgaran nurses 
1865:LBY:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM . 
AU President. Gaddafi discuss terrorism, 
Mauritanian coup 1756:LBY.A 


MEDIA 
Internet journalist sentenced 1819:LBY‘A 
UNESCO chief condemns killings of 
journalists 1698.LBY:A 


M 
MALAGASY 


y 
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DEVELOPMENT 
UN cooperation agreement to tackle poverty 
1600:MLG:A 
World Bank releases $239 million for 
development projects 1723:MLG:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Campaign launched to immunise 650,000 
children against polio 1768:MLG:A 


FOREIGN AID 
UN cooperation agreement to tackle poverty 
1600:MLG:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Publication director sentenced for libel 
1612:MLG:A 


MEDIA i 
Publication- director sentenced for libel 
1612:MLG:A 


MALAWI 


AGRICULTURE 
An aid army marches to no drum at all as 
Malawi faces worst food crisis 1854: MLW:A 
Food crisis deepens 1806:MLW:A 
More aid needed, says Unicef 1806:MLW:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Food crisis deepens 1806:MLW:A 


FAMINE 
An aid army marches to no drum at all as 
Malawi faces worst food crisis 1854:MLW:A, 
UN launches ‘unprecedented smart appeal’ ” 
to counter food crisis in Malawi 
1769:MLW:A 


FOREIGN AID 
Sweden resumes aid 1685:MLW:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Impeachment debate postponed till 
September 1733:MLW:A 

Malawi lifts ban on Steri milk 1672:MLW:A 

Malawi President shifts house claiming it 
was a haunted place 1626:MLW:A 

President arrests two reporters for ghost 

. Tumours 1636:MLW:A 


JUDICIARY 
impeachment debate postponed till 


ANNUAL INDEX 


September 1733:MLW:A 


MEDIA 
Govemment alleges "mercenary" journalists 
are discrediting officials for money 
1854:MLW:A 
President arrests two reporters for ghost 
rumours 1636:MLW:A ` 


OBITUARY l 
ICTR defence investigator dead 1601:MLW:A 
Malawian Speaker dead 1708:MLW:A 


SCAM 
8 IB officials in K2 billion scam 
1590:MLW:A 


WOMEN 
Malawi MPs laud Rwanda on women’s 
emancipation 1756:MLW:A 


MALI 


DEVELOPMENT 
Open Skies aviation agreement with US 
1806:MLI:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Yellow fever epidemic in Kayes 1829:MLI:A 


DROUGHT 
Nomadic way of life threatened by 
successive droughts 1756:MLI:A 


ENVIRONMENT 


Timbuktu removed from endangered list 
1723:MLLA 


FAMINE 
Children are the hardest hit by famine 
1744:MLLA 
Over one million face mainutrition 
1709:MLIA 


FOREIGN AID 
Aga Khan network and Mali sign accord 
1744:MLI:B 
IMF approves US$3.8 million disbursement 
1866:MLI:B 


GOVERNMENT 
Open Skies aviation agreement with US 
1806:MLI:A 


HERITAGE 


Timbuktu removed from endangered list 
1723:MLLA 


WAR / INSURGENCY 
Ivorian crisis felt beyond its borders 
1865:MLI:A 


MAURITANIA 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
15 soldiers dead in attack on militarv 
barracks 1698:MRT:A 
Mauritanians no closer to returning home, 
16 years after exodus 1769:MRT:B 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
Junta announces anti-corruption pay hikes 
for civil servants 1866:MRT:A 


ENVIRONMENT 
Locusts wreak havoc 1577:MAT:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


AFRICAN UNION 
AU chief calls for the reiurn of 
constitutional order 1757:MRT:A 
Mauritania's new government not 
recognized, says AU 1745:MRT:B 


Israel / Palestine : 
Junta leader vows to fight terrorism, 
confirms ties with Israel 1806:MRT:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Four army officers get life term for 
attempted coup 1590:MRT:A 

Journalist and his assistant jailed 
1829:MRT:A 

Journalist arrested and interrogated 
1636:MRT:A 

Joumalist Imprisoned for ‘damaging 
natioanl image’ 1627:MRT:A 

Junta announces anti-corruption pay hikes 
for civil servants 1866:MRT:A 

Junta declares general amnesty for 
political prisoners 1769:MRT:B 

Mauritanian President ousted in military 
coup 1744:MRT-A ` 

Military leader keeps promise to let RFI 
resume FM broadcasts 1855:MRT:A 

New military leader promises to amend 
press law 1819:MRT:A 

Prosecutor demands death penalty for 17 
coup suspects 1566:MRT:A 

RSF issues 12-point formula for press 
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freedom to miltlary junta 1769:MRT-A 
Two journalists arrested in anti-lslamist 
raids 1673:MRT:A” 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Terrorist cell linked to Al-Qaeda 
dismantled 1661:MAT:A 


MEDIA 

Journalist and his assistant jailed 
1829:MRT:A 

Journalist arrested and interrogated 
1636:MRT:A 

Journalist imprisoned for ‘damaging 
natioan! image’ 1627:MRT-:A 

Military leader keeps promise to let RFI 
resume FM broadcasts 1855:MRT:A 

New military leader promises to amend 
press law 1819:MRT:A 

RSF issues 12-point formula for press 
freedom to miltiary junta 1769:MRT:A 

Two journalists arrested in anti-Islamist 
raids 1673:MRT:A 


MILITARY COUP 
AU chief calls for the return of 
constitutional order 1757:MRT:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


Junta declares general amnesty for 
political prisoners 1769:MRT:B 


REFUGEES 
Mauritanians no closer to returning home, 
16 years after exodus 1769.MRT:B 


MAURITIUS 


GOVERNMENT 
Govt focus on sugar, jobs, says Ramgoolam 
1723:MUR:A 


MOROCCO 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Annan calls for six-month extension of UN 
Mission in Westem Sahara 1807:MRC‘A 


AU commends release of 404 Moroccan PoWs 


by POLISARIO 1757:;MRC:A 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 


Moroccans for treating corruption as 
‘crime against humanity’ 1685:MRC:A 


DEVELOPMENT 


ANNUAL INDEX 


‘Globalising’ Porto Alegre 1601:MRC:A 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


AFRICAN UNION 


AU commends release of 404 Moroccan PoWs 


by POLISARIO 1757:MRC:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Appeals Court upholds ban on journalist 
Ali Lmrabet 1709:MRC:A 

Editor of weekly convicted 1651:MRC:A 

Journalist Ali Lmrabet banned from 
reporting for 10 years 1651:MRC:A 

Journalists in Western Sahara face 
assaults 1698:MRC:A 

RSF calls for immediate release of editor 
1819:MRC:A 

Two journalists get ‘disproportionate’ 
sentence for libel 1757:MRC:B 


MEDIA 

Appeals Court upholds ban on journalist 
Ali Lmrabet 1709:MRC:A 

Editor of weekly convicted 1651:MRC:A 

Journalist Ali Lmrabet banned from 
reporting for 10 years 1651:MRC:A 

Journalists in Western Sahara face 
assaults 1698:MRC:A 

RSF calls for immediate release of editor 
1819:MRC:A 

Two journalists get ‘disproportionate’ 
sentence for libel 1757:MRC:B 


MOZAMBIQUE 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
Anti-corruption chief sacked 1793:MZQ:B 
Audit shows huge sums missing in interior 
ministry 1866:MZQ:A - 


CRIME 
Cardoso’s killer returns 1578:MZQ:A 
Collection of illegal firearms improves 
security 1807:MZQ:B 
Two drug traffickers sentenced 1830:MZQ:C 
UN supports control of illegal weapons in 
Mozambique 1757:MZQ:A 


DEVELOPMENT 
Agreement reached on Cahora Bassa dam 
1820:MZQ:A 
Contract for offshore gas production 
signed 1686:MZQ:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


14 


Anti-retroviral therapy successful 
1734:MZQ:A 

Anti-retroviral therapy successful 
1734:MZG:A 

Hundreds of policemen dying of AIDS 
1830:MZQ:D 

Mozambican journalists prepare AIDS 
network 1590:MZQ:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 


Assembly passes Bill to simplify currency 
1830:MZQ:A 

Limpopo transfrontier accord signed 
1781:MZQ:A . 

Loan for share in gas pipeline signed 
1830:MZQ:B 

Major companies ignore Mozambican sugar 
1673:MZQ:A 

More companies sign up for natural gas 
1637:MZQ:4 

Sugar industry threatened by contraband 
1566:MZQ;.4 


Farmers 


Farmers affected by drought 1673:MZQ:C 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Portugal 


Annual cooperation plan with Portugal 
signed 1819:MZQ:A 


South Africa 


Visa waiver agreement takes effect 
1651:MZQ:A, 


Swaziland 


Visa waiver agreement with Swaziland 
1807:MZQ:A 


t 


Sweden 


Cooperation agreement with Sweden renewed 
1627:MZQ:A 


United Nations 


UN supports control of illegal weapons in 
Mozambique 1757:MZQ:A 


Zambia 


Visa waiver agreement with Zambia 
1793:MZQ:A 


FOREIGN AID 


Agreement signed on World Bank credit 
1782:MZQ:B 

Mozambique, USAID sign $29 million accord 
1724:MZQ:A 


i 
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NGO plans caravan to G8 summit 1637:MZQ:C 


FOREIGN TRADE 
Maputo, Harare sign free trade agreement 
1613:MZO:A 
Trade agreement with United States 
1709:MZQ:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Agreement reached on Cahora Bassa dam 
1820:MZQ:A 

Assembly passes Bill to simplify currency 
1830:MZQO:A 

Audit shows huge sums missing in interior 
ministry 1866:MZQ:A 

Chairman of petroleum board sworn in 
1601:MZQ:A 

Government to pay $48 million to former 
migrants 1855:MZQ:A 

Journalists assaulted, equipment 
confiscated 1709:MZQ:A 

Journalists welcome access to information 
bill 1745:MZQ:A 

Parliament ratifies protocol on rights of 
African women 1855:MZQ:A 

Police harass journalists, destroy film 
1601:MZQ:B 

Reporters attacked, equipment seized 
1652:MZO:B 


HUNGER 
Funding shortalt threatens hundreds of 


thousands with hunger, says UN 1770:MZQ:A 


. JUDICIARY 


Two drug traffickers sentenced 1830:MZQ:C 


LABOUR 
Thousands march on May Day 1662:MZQ:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Major jail break-out in Maputo 1673:MZQ:B 
Renamo members jailed for election 
violence 1686:MZO:B 


MEDIA 

Journalists assaulted, equipment 
confiscated 1709:MZQ:A 

Journalists welcome access to information 
bill 1745:MZQ:A 

Mozambican journalists prepare AIDS 
network 1590:MZQ:A 

Police harass journalists, destroy film 
1607:MZ0:B 

Reporters attacked. equipment seized 
1652:MZQ:B 


Migration 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Government to pay $48 million to former 
migrants 1855:MZQ:A 


Narcotics 


Cocaine seized at Maputo airport 
1637:MZQ:B 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
12 killed in Frelimo-Renamo skirmish 
1770:MZG:B 


REGIONAL 
Limpopo transfrontier accord signed 
1781:MZQ:A 


WAR / INSURGENCY 
Gambian rat sniffs out landmines 
1601:MZQ:B 


WOMEN 
Parllament ratifies protocol on rights of 
African women 1855:MZQ:A 


N 
NAMIBIA 


ARTS 
International agreement to train artists 
signed 1807:NMB:A 


CRIME 
8 killed in farm massacre 1613:NMB:A 


Woman arrested after ‘abortion’ 1820:NMB:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
$44.7 million UN aid to fight AIDS, food 
insecurity 1770:NMB:A 
38 Namibians infected with tuberculosis 
daily 1637:NMB:A 
Rabies outbreak—vaccination drive on 
1808:NMB:C 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 

Diamond company signs wage agreement 
1686:NMB:A 

Fish industry inc crisis 1699:NMB:A 

Namibian economic growth slowing down 
1830:NMB:A 

Oit prices rock fishing sector 1807:NMB:B 

PM issues mission statement 1662:NMB:A 

SSC Chief Suspended 1745:NMB:A 


ELECTIONS . 


Parliament elects woman Dy Speaker 
1627:NMB:A 


ENERGY 


Shutdown of South African refineries 
triggers panic buying of unleaded petrol - 
1856:NMB:A 


ENVIRONMENT 


Caprivi Governor wants to kill Crocodiles 
1591:NMB:A 

Finding a way for people and cheetahs to 
co-exist 1770:NMB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 
Zimbabwe, Namibia reiterate stance on UI 
reform 1758:NMB:A, 


FOREIGN AID 
Namibia puts off signing of German aid 
deal 1842:NMB:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Criminal justice system overstretched 
1831:NMB:B 

international agreement to train artists 
signed 1807:NMB:A 

Nujoma ready to stand down after 15 year 
1627:NMB:B 

PM issues mission statement 1662:NMB:, 


JUDICIARY 
Criminal justice system overstretched 
1831:NMB:B. 
Justice Teek Gets bait 1591:NMB:B 


LABOUR 
Diamond company signs wage agreement 
1686:NMB:A 


NIGER 


AGRICULTURE 
Two million face food scarcity despite 
good harvest 1842:NIG:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 


ECOWAS elects President Tandja as new F 
1578:NIG:B 


ELECTIONS 
Presidential panel bars journalists from 
covering proceedings 177 1:NIG:A 
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1662:NIG:A 
ENVIRONMENT Niger abolishes slavery 1613:NIG:A DEVELOPMENT 


UN-backed Project launched to help Niger, 
Nigeria fight drought, pests 1758:NIG:A- 


FAMINE 

For hungry children, hope in foil packs 
1758:NIG:B 

Over 400,000 children at risk in Niger's 
worst famime 1746:NIG:A 

UN appeals for $16 million aid to end 
hunger 1673:NIG:A 

UN expert says nearly 4 million people 
face famine 1710:NIG:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Nigeria 
Vice President commends Nigeria-Niger ties 
1578:NIG:A 


United Nations 
Buhari donates N100,000 1734:NIG:A 
UN steps up aid to drought-stricken Niger 
1734:NIG:A 


FOREIGN AID 
UN launches emerency food airlift 
1734:NIG:A 


United Nations 
UN-backed Project launched to help Niger, 
Nigeria fight drought, pests 1758:NIG:A 


OVERNMENT 

40 Niger nationals repatriated 1771:NIG:B 

Director of alternative media group jailed 
1637:NIG:A 

Director of Alternative Media Group 
Released 1652:NIG:A 

Journalist detained for refusing to reveal 
source 1745:NIG:A 

Journalist given jail sentence for 
reporting on corruption 1793:NIG:A 

Journalist held at Sultan's palace 
1674:NIG:B 

Journalist imprisoned for defamation 
1842:NIG:B 

Leading anti-slavery activist imprisoned 
1662:NIG:A 

Niger abolishes slavery 1613:NIG:A 


IEALTH 
Nutritional emergency in Niger 1662:NIG:B 


iUMAN RIGHTS 
Leading anti-stav- -y acilvist imprisoned 


JUDICIARY 
Disputed Islands awarded to Niger, not 
Benin 1724:NIG:A 


MEDIA 

CPJ condemns crackdown on media coverage 
1638:NIG:A 

Director of Alternative Media Group jailed 
1637:NIG:A 

Director of Alternative Media Group 
released 1652:NIG:A 

Journalist detained for refusing to reveal 
source 1745:NIG:A 

Journalist given jail sentence for 
reporting on corruption 1793:NIG:A 

Journalist held at Sultan’s palace 
1674:NIG:B 

Journalist imprisoned for defamation 
1842:NIG:B 

Presidential panel bars journalists from 
covering proceedings 1771:NIG:A 


REFUGEES 
40 Niger nationals repatriated 1771:NIG:B 


NIGERIA 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS 

200 killed as boat capsizes 1735:NGR:A 

350 victims of 2001 kerosine explosion 
died due to lack of medi-care 1591:NGR:C 

Another pipeline fire in Delta 1866:NGR:A 

Bellview plane crash victims to get 
compensation 1820:NGR:A 

Two killed as plane crashes in Kaduna 
1843:NGR:A 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Alarm over fresh attacks on jaw of Warri 
Comer 1759:NGR:A 
Militia leader charged with treason 
1793:NGR:A 
Shia-Sunnt feuding splits city 1686:NGR:A 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
Another pipeline fire in Delta 1866:NGR:A 
Govt raps Transparency Intemational over 
latest corruption rating 1808:NGR:A 
Judicial Council probes Supreme Court 
judge 1746:NGR:A 


CRIME ; 
12 Russians, two Georgians, Romanian 
Jailed 1856:NGR:A i 


CWG wins Infosys Finacle award 1808:NGR:B 


DISASTERS 
5,508 houses submerged in Bauchi floods 
1782:NGR:B 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 


Deepwater oii field contract 1652:NGR:B 
Spain signs MoU with ECOWAS 1856:NGR:A 


EDUCATION 
Laptop for each Nigerian kid 1831:NGR:A 
NOUN opens door to prison inmates, police 
1759:NGR:B 


ENVIRONMENT 
A mix of oil and misery in the bright 
Nigerian night 1867:NGR:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


European Union 
EEC, Nigerian airline sign tease agreement 
1638:NGR:B 


Spain 
Spain signs MoU with ECOWAS 1856:NGR:A 


United States of America 
Nigeria, US sign nuclear collaboration 
pact 1638:NGR-A 


GOVERNMENT 

Amid US agency report, panel grounds 16 
Boeing planes 1856:NGR:A 

Govemment shuts down radio station, 
arrests general manager 1842:NGR:A 

Govt raps Transparency Intemational over 
latest cortuption rating 1808:NGR:A 

Laptop for each Nigerian kid 1831:NGR:A 

National quality assurance programme 
launched 1652:NGR:A : 

Newspaper publisher arrested 1578:NGR:A 

Nigeria sends troops to Darfur 1710:NGR’A 

NOUN opens door to prison inmates, police 
1759:NGR:B 

Police apologise to journalists 1567:NGR:B 

‘President orders security alert in Niger 
detta 1867:NGR'A i . 

Senate president banned from criticising 
Obasanjo 1734:NGR:B .- 

Two Admirals dismissed 1566:NGR:A 

Youths attack demolition task force in 
Asaba 1674.NGR:B - 

Zamfara reinstates 700 sacked teachers 
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1628:NGR:B 


JUDICIARY 
Judicial Council probes Supreme Court 
judge 1746:NGR:A 


LABOUR 
100 textile factories closed, 50 in 
distress 1674:NGR:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

16 killed in Ikoyi prison riot 1782:NGR:A 

3 pastors feared dead as robbers raid 
church 1567:NGR:C 

30 killed as farmers, hardsmen clash 
1591:NGR:B 

6 killed in communal clashes 1613:NGR:A 

Alarm over fresh attacks on ljaw of Warri 
Comer 1759:NGR:A 

Four protesters killed at Chevron’s 
Escravos oil terminal 1591:NGR:A 


MEDIA 

Government shuts down radio station, 
arrests general manager 1842:NGR:A 

Newspaper publisher arrested 1578:NGR:A 

‘Police apologise to journalists 1567:NGR:B 

Senate president banned from criticising 
Obasanjo 1794:NGR:B 

‘NBC issues 288 licences to operators’ 
1578:NGR:A 


REFUGEES 
Over 2,000 Nigerians being deported from 
Cameroon 1831:NGR:B 


SCAM 
Potice clear Supreme Court judges of 
bribery charge 1628:NGR:A 
Probe against Obasanjo’s san 1662:NGR:A 


R 
REGIONAL 


5th AU Heads of State summit ends 
1740:REG:A 

Afro-Asian leaders endorse new strategic 
partnerships 1668:REG:A 

AIDS and custom rob African families of 
inheritance 1619:REG:A s 

Anti-globalisation activists meet to focus 
on plight of poor 1728:REG:A 

Birthing injuries, which can be easily 
cured, ruin African lives 1799:REG:B 

East African states in crisis meeting over 


ANNUAL INDEX 


border raids 1618:REG:A 

G-8 outcome disappoints African civil 
society 1728:REG:A 

Hunger, the scourge of Africa 1713:REG:A 

India gives $1.5-billion credit to help 
Africa fight HIV-AIDS 1740:REG:B 

Remnants of a mutiny:-A slave ship lost at 
sea 1788:REG:E 

Revisiting slavery's legacy as more 
Africans move to the US 1620:REG:A 

Scramble for Africa bequeathed sinister 
borders 1618:REG:A 

US helping Africa combat Islamic militancy 
1798:REG:A 


AGRICULTURE 
New strain of wheat rust appears in Africa 
1786:REG:A 


WTO cuts deal to phase out farm subsidies | 


by 2013 1859:REG:A 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Kigali meet hails Uganda for expelling 
Congolese militia 1776:REG:B 
Recalling past failures, UN toughens 
tactics for peace-keeping operations in 
Africa 1680:REG:B 
UN to disarm FDLR by 2010 1776:REG:A 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
Corruption crippling Africa's growth 
1752:REG:A 
Hunt for stolen African billions 
1713:REG:B 


CRIME 
A million prisoners languish in African 
jails 1836:REG:A 


DEVELOPMENT 
For rural Africans, cellphones alter life 
1787:REG:D 
Thousands of anti-globalization activists 
march into Hong Kong 1860:REG:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 

3 million African children to die of 
malnutrition and disease, says UN 
1708:REG:B 

Africa’s HIV sufferers need access to free 
medical care 1848:REG:A 

AIDS now compels Africa to challenge 
sexual ‘cleansing’ of widows 1679:REG:A 

AlDS—Europe rejects US policy to contain 
AIDS in Africa 1847:REG:A 

Cupid goes online for HIV patients 
1847:REG:A 

More African nations ban poultry imports 


1824:REG:A 
Mysterious viruses, as bad as they get 
1691:REG:B 
Polio returns to Africa 1584:REG:B 
Sanitation hamperd by taboos 1787:REG:C 
Tuberculosis emergency in Africa 
1787:REG:B 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 

African leaders call for equitable terms 
of trade at Franco African Summit 
1860:REG:A 

Call centres have great potential for 
growth in Africa 1607:REG:A 

Why not buy African food for Africa's 
starving? 1824:REG:A 


ENVIRONMENT 

Cameroon versus South Africa in custody 
fight over gorillas 1691:REG:A 

Climate change adds to Africa’s woes 
1776:REG:C 

Climate change blow to human cradle 
1714:REG:C 

Leaders sign new treaty to protect 
rainforest 1596:REG:A 


FOREIGN AID 
$150 million Mozambique’s debt cancelled 
1584:REG:A 
. $50 billion G-8 aid to Africa 1728:REG:A 
Accord on $55-billion Africa debt relief 
1702:REG:A 
Africa can be saved, US willing 1714:REG:D 
Africa panel report urges rich nations to 
_ double aid 1632:REG:B 
Debt relief for a price 1715:REG:D 
Economists welcome WTO accord on cottor 
subsidies 1872:REG:B 
IMF confirms G8 debt relief 1871:REG:A 
UK arms sales to Africa touch $1 billion 
1703:REG:C 
UK cancels Africa's foreign debt 
1584:REG:A 


GOVERNMENT 
A million prisoners languish in African 
jails 1836:REG:A 


MEDIA 
IFEX voices concern over curbs on press 
freedom, censorship in Congo 1860:REG‘A 


Migration 
Immigrants face a formidabie barrier 
1800:REG:C 


POVERTY 
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Sex as tool for pleasure, survivial 
1703:REG:C 


WOMEN 
Abuse of women is common in Africa 
1764:REG:A 
Afria debates femate circumcision 
1832:REG:A 
Lack of toilets keeps African girls out of 
school 1872:REG:B 


WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION 
Thousands of anti-globalization activists 
march into Hong Kong 1860:REG:A 
WTO cuts deal to phase out farm subsidies 
by 2013 1859:REG:A 


RWANDA 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Government destroys 6,000 smali arms 
1653:RND:B 
Three million refugees repatriated 
1843:RND:A 
Top officers flee Rwanda 1663:RND:B 
‘Obcte chased Rwandans’ 1808:RND:A 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
Gen Bizimungu abused his power, says 
witness 1602:RND:A 
Rwanda least corrupt nation in the region 
1820:RND:A 
Tribunal spokesman sacked for corruption 
1783:RND:C 


CRIME 
‘Kagame ordered shooting down of 
Habyarimana's plane’ 1832:RND:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
20,000 children living with AIDS 
1820:RND:B 
80 per cent of Rwandans suffer from 
` contagious diseases 1759:FiND:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Sweden 
Rwanda, Sweden renew bilateral pact 
1628:RND:B 


FOREIGN AID 
US$25 million W B loan for power sector 
1579:AND:A 


GENOCIDE 


ANNUAL INDEX 


1,000 genocide suspects registered for 
TIGG 1771:RND:B 

15,000 denied refugee status 1674:RND:B 

179 sentenced, one acquitted by Gacaca 
courts 1638:RND:A 

28,000 leaders implicated in genocide 
1867:RND:A 

671 genocide victims buried with honour 
1724:RND:A 

770 Gacaca judges accused of taking part 
in genocide 1628:RND:A 

Appeals court raises prison term 
1674:RND:A 

Attorney for war crimes tribunal resigns 
1699:RND:A 

Belgian priest arrested on genocide 
charges 1771:RND:A 

Belgian professor suspends cooperation 
with ICTR prosecution 1567:RND:A 

Former mayor pleads guilty 1831:RND:A 

Gacaca courts deliver first genocide 
judgement 1613:RND:A 

Gacaca judge arrested in genocide witness 
murder case 1843:RND:A 

Gendarme killed an estimated 10,000 Tutsis 
at Murambi, says witness 1579:RND:B 

Genocide prisoners boost economy 
1663:RND:A 

Genocide suspect arrested 1687:RND:B 

Genocide suspect Bagaragaza transferred to 
the Hague 1760:RND:A 

Genocide victims honoured 1782:RND:A 

Genocide widow deposes against Gen 
Ndindiliyimana 1567:RND:A 

Government to release 30,000 genocide 
suspects 1735:RND:A 

Govt ratifies accord on prisoners 
1794:;RND:A 

MPs accused of genocide 1628:RND:A 

New Genocide scandal unfolds 1856:RND:A 

Over 1,000 witnesses testify at the war 
crimes tribunal 1735:RND:A 

Over 2,000 genocide victims given reburial 
in Kicukiro 1867:RND:A 

Rwanda govt harassing opponents, says 
Amnesty 1568:RND:A 

Rwanda not to free genocide suspects 
1591:RND:A 

Rwanda tribunal sacks Kenyan lawyer 
1710:RND:A 

Soldiers killed and raped DPs in a Church 
1592:RND:A 

Trauma a disaster, says health experts 
1687:RND:B 


GOVERNMENT 


Genocide victims honoured 1782:RND:A 

Government destroys 6,000 small arms 
1653:RND:B 

Newspaper seized 1782:RND:B 
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HEALTH 


Over 1,000 mothers die during labour 
1675:RND:C 


JUDICIARY 


Tribunal spokesthan sacked for corruption 
1783:RND:C 


MEDIA 


Newspaper seized 1782:RND:B 


REFUGEES 


1,500 Rwandans seek asylum 1710:RND:B 

Hundreds of Rwandans returning from 
Burundi 1663:RND:B 

Over 3,000 Rwandan refugees reported in 
northem Burundi 1809:RND:B 

Thousands of Rwandan refugees living in 
precarious conditions 1687:RND:A 

Three million refugees repatriated 
1843:RND:A 


WOMEN 


Women’s voice resonates as Rwanda is 
reinvented 1614:RND:A 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 


No sign of progress in Westem Sahara 
dispute, says Annan 1579:SAD:A 


SAO TOME & PRINCIPE 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


Health ministry asks UNICEF to help out 
with cholera epidemic 1845:STP:A 


GOVERNMENT 


Oil minister resigns after controversy 
1677:STP:A 


SENEGAL 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 


Parliament votes to make ex-prime minister 
face special court 1747:SNG:A 
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DEVELOPMENT 
US. Senegal sign Millennium Challenge 
Corporation pact 1736:SNG:B 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Cholera epidemic fails to dissuade 


pilgrims from flocking to Touba 1638:SNG:A 


Fight against tuberculosis hampered by 
patients’ failure to complete treatment 
1868:SNG:A 


First Lady launches new HIV-AIDS awareness 


campaign 1843:SNG:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
US, Senegal sign Millennium Challenge 
Corporation pact 1736:SNG:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 
Military chiefs of UN peacekeeping 
missions meet in Senegal 1602:SNG:A 


FOREIGN AID 
US, Senegal sign Millennium Challenge 
Corporation pact 1736:SNG:B 


GOVERNMENT 
Former Prime Minister charged with 
endangering state security 1735:SNG:A 
Radio station closed down 1809:SNG:A 


HERITAGE 
World heritage site 1569:SNG:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
600,000 fell victim to traders’ bullets, 
sharks 1569:SNG:A 
Memories of a dark era-20 million slaves 
passed through the door of no return’ 
1568:SNG:A 


MEDIA 
Journalist wins international anti-graft 
award 1832:SNG:A 
Radio station closed down 1809:SNG:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


Former Prime Minister charyed with 
endangering state security 1735:SNG:A 


SIERRA LEONE 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Amputees threaten to sue SLPP government 
1772:SRL:A 

Annan pledges help consolidate stability 
1868:SRL:A 

Third war crimes trial starts 1614:SRL:A 

UNMIL mandated to arrest Charles Taylor 
1832:SRL:A 


CRIME 
Army officer accused of torture 1639:SRL:A 
MPs voice concern over child trafficking 
1592:SRL:A 


DISASTERS 
UN agencies rush aid to flood-stricken in 
Sierra Leone 1760:SRL:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Lassa fever kills 25 in Kenema 1579:SRL:B 
Survey shows 1.5 per cent HIV prevatence 
1868:SRL:B 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Kabbah signs oil agreement with Iran 
1579:SRL:C 
Sierra Leone diarnond firm signs US$26.7 m 
accord with CCE 1592:SRL:B 


ENVIRONMENT 
Sierra Leone ratifies Kyoto protocol 
1699:SRL:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


iran 
Kabbah signs oil agreement with iran 
1579:;SRL:C 


Mauritania 
Africanist movement condemns Mauritanian 
coup 1747:SRL:A 


United Nations 
UN agencies rush aid to flood-stricken in 
Sierra Leone 1760:SRL:A 


United States of America 
Sierra Leone gets $400 million package 
from US 1725:SRL:A 


FOREIGN AID 
Sierra Leone gets $400 million package 
from US 1725:SRL:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Army officer accused of torture 1639:SRL:A 


Editor fined Le 500,000 1821:SRL:A 

Editor of For Di People newspaper dies 
following assault 1736:SRL:A 

Imprisoned editor put in solitary 
confinement 1615:SRL:B 

IP! condemns libel charges against 
journalists 1687:SRL:A f 

Jailed editor denied bail 1664:SRL:C 

Journalist Paul Kamara released from jail 
1843:SRL:A | 

Newspaper editor and reporter acquitted 
1699:SRL:B 

Police brutalize human rights activist 
1675:SRL:A 

President Kabbah frees 84 prisoners 
1569:SRL:B 

Sierra Leone ratifies Kyoto protocol 
1699:SRL:A 

Sierra Leone’s libel laws under fire 
1663:SRL:A 

Three radio stations closed 1794:SRL:A 

Traditional chiefs humiliate radio 
joumalist 1783:SRL:A 


HEALTH 
High maternal mortality rate 1579:SRL:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Police brutalize human rights activist 
1675:SRL:A 


LABOUR 
General strike called off afler two days 
as goverment agrees to talk 1569:SRL:A 


MEDIA 

Editor fined Le 500,000 1821:SRL:A 

Editor of For Di People newspaper dies 
following assault 1736:SRL:A 

Imprisoned editor put in solitary 
confinement 1615:SRL:B 

IPI condemns libel charges against 
joumalists 1687:SRL:A 

Jailed editor denied bail 1664:SRL:C 

Journalist Paul Kamara released from jail 
1843:SRL:A 

NAG condemns intimidation of journalists 
1602:SRL:A 

Newspaper editor and reporter acquitted 
1699:SRL:B 

Newspaper editor assaulted 1675:SRL:B 

Sierra Leone’s libel laws under fire 
1663:SRi:A 

Three radio stations closed 1794:SRL:A 

Traditonal chiefs humiliate radio 
foumalist 1783:SRL:A 


Narcotics 
Kabbah’'s son arrested at drug cartel 
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1663:SRL:B 


’ 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
Immigration boss arrested 1736:SRL:B 


WAR / INSURGENCY 
Court welcomes arrest of Dutch businessman 
accused of war crimes 1629:SRL:A 


WOMEN 
High maternal mortality rate 1579:SRL:A 
NaCSA reunites 23 children 1760:SRL:B 


SOMALIA 


CIVIL. WAR / INSURGENCY 

1,500 families flee after inter-clan 
violence in Mandera claims 22 lives 
1629:SML:A 

36 killed in clan fight for town 
1653:SML:A 

7,000 Somalis enter Kenya to escape 
fighting 1700:SML:A 

Gunmen hijack tsunami aid ship 1725:SML:A 

Hijackers renege on deal to release UN 
food aid ship 1783:SML:A — 

Nine killed as interim Prime Minister's 
convoy ambushed 1832:SML:A 

Over 20 killed, 50 wounded in clan 
fighting 1700:SML:A 

Premier escapes grenad» attack, 7 killed 
1664:SML:A 

President appeals for calm after clan 
killings 1687:SML:A i 

Security Council condemns violations of 
anrs embargo 1833:SML:B 

Six more killed in Mandera clan clashes 
1699:SML:A 

UN condemns killing of staff member 
1798:SML:B 

Waders free 8 Kenyans 1795:SML:C 


CRIME 
Somali pirates release Kenyan ship 
1844:SML:B 


DISASTERS 

Over 100 killed in Indian-Ocean tsunami 
1570:SML:A 

Relief supplies for tsunami victims 
1580:SML:A 

Thousands of shelters damaged 1570:SML:A 

Tsunami survivors need counselling to cope 
with trauma 1580:SML:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Kenya 
Somalia, Kenya sign cooperation accord 
1772:SML:A 


United Nations 
Hijackers renege on deal to release UN 
food aid ship 1783:SML:A 
UN Security Council condemns increased 
violations of Somalia arms embargo 
1809:SML:A ' 


FOREIGN AID 
UN food aid for 640,000 drought-stricken 
Somalis threatened 1821:SML:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Govt condemns colonial exhumations 
1592:SML:B 

Journalist imprisoned for report on arms 
deal 1844:SML:A 

Puntland, a high-risk region for the press 
1821:SML:B 

Radio journalist comes out of hiding 
following government intervention 
1857:SML:A 


HISTORY 
Govt condemns colonial exhumations 
1592:SML:B 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Human rights abuses rampant, says experts 
1772:SML:C 


HUNGER 
UN food agency calls for proper 
distribution of rice from hijacked ship 
1795:SML:A 


‘IMMIGRATION 


Smugglers dump in the sea 75 African 
immigrants 1772:SML:B 


INSURGENCY / TERRORISM 
UN Security Council condemns increased 
violations of Somalia arms embargo 
1809:SML:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
BBC Producer shot outside Mogadishu hotel 
1592:SML:A 
Dozens killed in clashes in southwestern 
town 1736:SML:A 
Two dead, six injured in Mogadishu 
explosion 1603:SML:A 


MEDIA 


20 


BBC Producer shot outside Mogadishu hote! 
1592:SML:A 

Journalist imprisoned for report on arms 
deal 1844:SML:A 

Journalists Union wins international award 
1868:SML:A 

Puntland orders closure of newspaper 
1664:SML:B 

Puntland, a high-risk region for the press 
1821:SML:B 

Radio journalist comes out of hiding 
following government intervention 
1857:SML:A 

Radio journalist jailed for reports on 
Puntland prison 1795:SML:D 

Six organizations press for editor's 
release 1711:SML:A 

UN condemns the killing 1592:SML:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
Battle over choice of capital 1687:SML:8 


REFUGEES 
One million Somatis face humanitrian 
crisis, wams UN 1760:SML:A 
Somali refugees fear backlash from 
countrymen 1761:SML:A i 
UN moves hundreds of Somali refugees to 
the US 1760:SML:A 


SOUTH AFRICA 


AGRICULTURE 
Two wine farms under hammer 1737:SAF:B 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
Deputy President sacked 1700:SAF:A 


CRIME 
25-year jail term for illegal possession 
of gun 1615:SAF:A 
Mining magnate killed 1796:SAF:B 
Three put on tral for throwing black 
worker to lions 1581:SAF:C 


DEVELOPMENT 

Fighting poverty an act of justice, not 
charity, says Mandela 1593:SAF:B 

Longing to be a pilot, despite turbulence 
on the ground 1675:SAF:A 

Oncé a bleak symbol of apartheid, Soweto 
shows signs cf prosperity 1784:SAF:A 

Telkom signs techno-hub deal 1603:SAF:B 


DISASTERS 
1,000 homeless after Kayamandi fire 
1580:SAF:B 
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DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Democratic party, dissidents attack govt 
over AIDS policy—toll is 1,000 per day 
1809:SAF:A 
Doctor responsible for AIDS deaths 
.1821:SAF:A 
Fathers and sons-parted by AIDS and 
‘apartheid 1581:SAF:C 
HIV/AIDS shows no sign of slowdown, says 
UN 1844:SAF:A 
Judge with HIV inspires hope 1748:SAF:B 
Mandela’s son dies of AIDS 1570:SAF:A 
New ways of combating HIV/AIDS bear fruit 
1675:SAF:A ý 
Prevention of Mother-to-child transmission 
services launched 1761:SAF:B 
‘Srict measures' to shield country from 
bird flu 1809:SAF:B 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 

De Beers to reverse aparthied legacy 
1833:SAF:A 

Once a bleak symbol of apartheid, Soweto 
shows signs of prosperity 1784:SAF:A 

Penuell Maduna back as kingpin in new fuel 
giant 1747:SAF:B 

SA extends EU trade agreement 1857:SAF:A 

Telkom signs techno-hub deal 1603:SAF:B 


ENVIRONMENT 


South Africa puts the unemployed on 
conservation work 1773:SAF:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Angola 
Angola, South Africa sign cooperation 
accords 1603:SAF:A 


Israel / Palestine 
Pretoria denies Israel's claims over bid 
to help Iran's n-programme 1783:SAF:A 


Namibia 
Trade with Namibia to be expanded 
1795:SAF:A 


Togo 
Mbeki condemns regime change in Togo 
1503:SAF:A 


Uganda 
Mbeki, Museveni sign deal 1857:SAF:A 
Six Ugandans deported 1653:SAF:A 


GOVERNMENT 


ANNUAL INDEX 


* Deputy President sacked 1700:SAF:A 

Govt extends gun amnesty 1639:SAF:A 

Land summit-Reform in the context of a 
continuing struggle, says Mbeki 1737:SAF:A 

Mandela celebrates birthday with children 
1737:SAF:C 

Mbeki appoints woman as Deputy President 
1711:SAF:A 

Pretoria renamed Tshwane 1629:SAF:A 

South Africa puts the unemployed on 
conservation work 1773:SAF:A 

South African firm takes legal steps 
against Volcker pane! 1833:SAF:B. 


LABOUR 
Gold miners call off strike 1747:SAF:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Govt extends gun amnesty 1639:SAF:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


ANC, partners call truce 1761:SAF:A 
Feuding Tutu and Mbeki make up 1629:SAF:B 


SCAM 


40 per cent and former MPs in SA’s biggest 
scandal 1580:SAF:A 

South African firm-takes legal steps 

. against Volcker panel 1833:SAF:B 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


South Africa leads the way in stem-cell 
therapy for cardiac patients 1833:SAF:C 


TOURISM 
A kaleidoscope of nature, culture 
1593:SAF:B 


WOMEN 
African women get their due at last 
1868:SAF:A 


SUDAN 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 

100 killed in Darfur as air force bombs 
village 1581:SUD:A 

15,000 displaced by recent clashes in 
South Darfur 1844:SUD:B 

150 Nigerian policemen for Sudan 
1581:SUD:A 

4,000 flee LRA raids in southern Sudan, 
several civilians hacked to death 
1664:SUD:A 

7th round of peace talks on Darfur gets 
under way in Abuja 1844:SUD:A 


ra 
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Achance for peace in Darfur 1688:SUD:A 

A peace deal and new worries 1582:SUD:A 

Adding up Durfur’s dead 1676:SUD:A 

Annan assures $300 m for peace in Darfur 
1688:SUD:A 

Annan calls for international action over 
Darfur conflict 1810:SUD:A 

Army arrests Darfur sels as new peace 
talks resume 1700:SUD:A 

Atrocities continue in Darfur region, says 
UN 1869:SUD:A 

AU protects women from attacks in north 
Darfur camp 1653:SUD:A 

Beja people's problems exacerbated by 
rebels 1639:SUD:A 

Darfur is a fit case for trial by ICC, but 
not genocide, says UN 1595:SUD:A 

Deal puts peace in sight 1571:SUD:A 

First blue berets arrive 1664:SUD:B: 

For civilians of Darfur, no end to the 
violence 1595:SUD:A 

Fresh fighting in Darfur region threatens 
33,000 people 1785:SUD:B 

Fresh violence could affect Darfur peace 
process 1738:SUD:A 

Government signs reconciliation accord 
with Opposition group 1711:SUD:A 

Government, Darfur rebels failed to 
advance peace process, says UN 1615:SUD:A 

Govt, Darfur rebels sign peace accord in 
Abuja 1725:SUD:A 

Killings reported in South Darfur, says UN 
1834:SUD:A 

Kony faces triral on 33 charges in World 
Court 1810:SUD:B 

Leading player in Darfur’s violent drama: 
The Hapless Camel 1869:SUD:A 

LRA rebels kill eight civilians 1630:SUD:B 

Museveni extends LRA ceasefire till Feb 22 
1603:SUD:A 

New era for Sudan as peace pact is.signed 
1570:SUD:A 

No security improvement in strife-torn 
Darfur region 1653:SUD:A 

Over 60 killed in West Darfur clashes, 
says ICRC 1858:SUD:B 

Peace deal hailed 1571:SUD:A 

Policemen, IDPs killed in clashes over 
forced relocation 1676:SUD:A 

Rape, sexual violence continue in Darfur 
region, reports UN 1738:SUD:A 

Southern constitution signed 1857:SUD:A 

Twenty killed as militias raid West Darfur 
village 1869:SUD:A 

Two de-miners killed in ambush on 
Juba-Nimule Road 1822:SUD:A 

UN food deliveries rise in war-torn Darfur 
region 1630:SUD:A 

UN refugee agency expresses concern over 
attack on Darfur camp 1796:SUD:A 

UN Security Council extends mandate of 
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Sudan mission 1785;SUD:C 
UPEF kill 6 LRA rebels on Congo-Sudan 
border 1858:SUD:B 


CRIME 
Darfur’s babies of rape are on trial from 
birth 1615:SUD:A 


FAMINE 
WFP struggles to feed 90,000 in eastern 
Sudan 1762:SUD:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 
Annan welcomes initial agreement 
1725:SUD:A 


UNHCR SoS for Sudanese refugees 1773:SUD:A 


US to lobby for UN sanctions 1581:SUD:A 


FOREIGN AID 
Donors pledge $2.6 billion 1654:SUD:A 


GENOCIDE 
Darfur is a fit case for trial by ICC, but 
not genocide, says UN 1595:SUD:A 


GOVERNMENT 

New Sudan cabinet representing all 
sections swom in 1784:SUD:A 

Salva Kiir sworn in vice president 
1748:SUD:A 

Southern constitution signed 1857:SUD:A 

US hails Sudan’s interim constitution, 
National Unity Govemment 1725:SUD:A 


HERITAGE i 
Along Nile, a race to save Sudar’s past 
from progress 1701:SUD:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Kony faces triral on 33 charges in World 
Court 1810:SUD:B 


MEDIA 


American photographer detained 1665:SUD:C 


OBITUARY 
Guerilla turned statesman 1749:SUD:A 


REFUGEES 
15,000 displaced by recent clashes in 
South Darfur 1844:SUD:B 


UNHCR SoS for Sudanese refugees 1773:SUD:A 


WOMEN 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Darfur’s babies of rape are on trial from 
bith 1615:SUD:A 


SWAZILAND 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 


Govt embarks on anti-corruption drive 
1630:SWZ:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


Death to child rapists in fight against 
AIDS 1834:SWZ:A 


ELECTIONS 


Banned opposition gets a seat in 
parliament 1810:SW2Z:A 


FOREIGN TRADE 


EU ban on beef from Swaziland to hit 
economy 1654:SWZ:A 


GOVERNMENT 


50,000 topless virgins vie for a king 
1774:SWZ:A 

Banned opposition gets a seat in 
parliament 1810:SWZ:A 

Death to child rapists in fight against 
AIDS 1834:SWZ:A 

Draconian anti-terrorism Bill resubmitted 
after fire bombings 1810:SWZ:B 

Govt embarks on anti-corruption drive 
1630:SWZ:A 

Harsh security Bill reintroduced after 
arson attacks 1822:SWZ:A 

New Constitution signed into law 
1738:SWZ:A 

New education policy launched 1616:SWZ:A 

Sex ban evokes mixed reaction 1773:SWZ:A 


INSURGENCY / TERRORISM 


Draconian anti-terrorism Bill resubmitted 
after fire bombings 1810:SWZ:B 


JUDICIARY 


Court upholds ban on opposition parties 
1630:SWZ:B 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


Court uphols ban on opposition parties 
1630:SWZ:B 


WOMEN 


50,000 topless virgins vie for a king 
1774:SWZ:A 
Sex ban evoke mixed reaction 1773:SWZ:A 


T 
TANZANIA 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS f 
Grenade blast kills father, son, injurès 
daughter 1811:TNZ:A 


CRIME 
Two Kenyans charged in Tanzania court 
1654:TNZ:A 


DISASTERS 
350,000 cows died of bovine pneumonia 
since 1990 1583:TNZ:A 
Thousands of Zanzibaris homeless after 
heavy rains 1654:TNZ:B 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
New Anti-AIDS programme unveiled 
1738:TNZ:A 
Patients suffer as doctors’ strike 
continues 1845:TNZ:A 


ELECTIONS 

Election for Union postponed after death 
of opposition presidential candidate 
1822:TNZ:B 

Kikwete swom-in as`4th President 
1870:TNZ:A 

Observers say Tanzania polls ‘free and 
fair 1858:TNZ:A 

Violence in Zanzibar stops voter 
registration 1640:TNZ:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Ethiopia 
Ethiopia, Tanzania sign cooperation 
accords 1774:TNZ:A 


Uganda 
Museveni hails Mkapa 1762:TNZ:A 


United Kingdom 
UK offer to fight drug trafficking 
1796:TNZ:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Karume swom in as Zanzibar’s President 
1822:TNZ:A 
New Anti-AIDS programme unveiled 
1738:TNZ:A 
Patients suffer as doctors’ strike 
continues 1845:TNZ:A 
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Sacked medical interns reinstated 
1712:TNZ:A 





HUMAN RIGHTS 
Photographer, human-rights activist 
assaulted 1785:TNZ:A 


MEDIA 
Photographer, human-rights activist 
assaulted 1785:TNZ:A 


Narcoiics 
300 Tanzanian drug traffickers held in 
foreign countries 1726:TNZ:A 


OBITUARY 
Journalist priest Joseph Hando dies 
1677:TNZ:A 


POUTICAL PARTIES 
Political parties sign election code 
1750:TNZ:A 


REFUGEES 
100 Zanzibaris flee to Mombasa in dhows 
1834:TNZ:B 
New UN repatriation route opens for 
155,000 Congolese refugees 1834:TNZ:A 
~- NGO receives 488,953 euro to repatriate 
teachers, pupils 1762:TNZ:B 


TOGO 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Opposition hails top-level peace accord 
1739:TOG:A 
People still fleeing in fear of 
persecution 1726:TOG:A 


CRIME 
Killings, kidnappings and rape continue 
1639:TOG:A 


ELECTIONS 
Diplomatic documents surface citing fraud 
in April poll 1665:TOG:A 
Pre-election violence 1640:TOG:A 
Six dead, dozens injured in pre-election 
violence 1654:TOG:A 


GOVERNMENT n 
Gnassingbe swom in as President 
1635:TOG:A 
Gnassingbe swom-in as Togo President 
1596:TOG:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


President quits 1616:TOG:A 

Private Radio station closed 1596:TOG:B 

Three radio stations, one TV station shut 
down 1604:TOG:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Togo’s slave trade heritage 1630:TOG:A 


HUMAN TRAFFICKING 


Law to crack down on child traffickers 
1750:TOG:A 


MEDIA 


Catholic Radio forced to stop broadcasts 
1665:TOG:B 

Private Radio station closed 1596:TOG:B 

Three radio stations, one TV station shut 
down 1604:TOG:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


54 died in political violence, ‘says report 
1834:TOG:A 

Police fire on demonstrators 1603:TOG:A 

UN report says over 400 people died in 

- political violence 1796:TOG:A 


REGIONAL 


Sanctions slapped on Togo 1604:TOG:A 


TUNISIA 


CRIME 


Lawyer arrested for posting article online 
1616:TNS:A 


GOVERNMENT 


Human rights lawyer sentenced 1665:TNS:A 

IFEX mission finds ‘serious concerns’ for 
WSIS summit 1640:TNS:A 

RSF slams Tunisia’s human rights record 
1726:TNS:A 

Tunisia urged to end human rights 
violations 1835:TNS:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Human rights lawyer sentenced 1665:TNS:A 
RSF slams Tunisia’s human rights record 
1726:TNS:A 
Tunisia urged to end human rights 
violations 1835:TNS:A 


| MEDIA 


First private television station starts 
broadcasting 1604:TNS:A 

IFEX mission finds ‘serious concerns’ for 
WSIS summit 1640:TNS:A 


Reporters Without Borders attends 
alternative summit launch 1845:TNS:A 


U 


UGANDA 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS 
6,000 homeless as fires destroy huts in 
northem IDP camps 1605:UGD:D 
9 IDPs killed in fire 1583;UGD:A 


Fire leaves-6,000 IDPs homeless 1641:UGD:C 


Plane crashes in Lagos 1727:UGD:B 
Six killed, 2,000 huts gutted in IDP camp 
1583:UGD:A 


CIVIL AVIATION 
Flights over Entebbe banned 1641:UGD:D 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 

21 rebels killed in northern Uganda 
1655:UGD:B 

9 LRA rebels killed 1727:UGD:C 

Army kills 16 LRA rebels 1689:UGD:B 

Army kills 20 LRA rebels 1870:UGD:A 

Brigadier killed in Teso 1797:UGD:A 

Govt, LRA discuss ceasefire draft 
1571:UGD:A 

K’jong warriors kill 6 soldiers 1751:UGD:A 

Killings of aid workers hit relief 
operations 1823:UGD:B 

Kinshasa rejects Kampala’s proposal to 
redeploy troops 1811:UGD:B 

LRA abducts 15 school children 1631:UGD:A 

LRA’s Kolo surrenders 1605:UGD:C * 

Moumers kill LRA rebel 1631:UGD:A 

No more ceasefire, says army 1640:UGD:A 

Rebels kill six, burn 76 houses 1617:UGD:A 

Seven PRA suspects jailed 1640:UGD:B 

Three killed in LRA attack 1571:UGD:A 

Uganda urges UN to act against LRA 
1811:UGD:A 

‘LRA killed former Pabbio country chief 
Bongomin’ 1846:UGD:B 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 

Airlines thrive on strategic partnerships 
1845:UGD:A 

Malaria kills 400 Ugandans daily 
1823:UGD:A 

Sleeping sickness kills 10 1583:UGD:B 

Uganda signs HIV/AIDS drug deal with 
Indian firm 1858:UGD:A 

Uganda's AIDS programme in crisis 
1774:UGD:A 

Ugandan victims of LRA choose to forgive 
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1666:UGD:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS ` 
Govt, World Bank sign $177m pacts 
1604:UGD:B 
Uganda, Japan sign pact 1858:UGD:A 


ELECTIONS 
24 parties in electicn fray 1655:UGD:A 
- Museveni elected unopposed 1835:UGD:A 
Museveni signs referendum Act 1604:UGD:A 
Referendum on political system on Jul 28 
1689:UGD:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Dem. Rep. of Congo 
ICJ judgment on Uganda-DR case 1870:UGD:B 


Japan 
Uganda, Japan sign pact 1858:UGD:A 


United Nations 
Uganda urges UN to act against LRA 
1811:UGD:A 


United States of America 
President Museveni hands over $200,000 to 
Bush Sr 1785:UGD:A 


GOVERNMENT 
2,000 homeless in Yumbe 1677:UGD:A 
Government to probe mismanagement of 
anti-AIDS grants 1762:UGD:A 
Rights body attacks Uganda over gay ban 
1739:UGD:A 
URA sacks 6 officials 1617:UGD:B 


HIV / AIDS 
Government to probe mismanagement of 
an§-AIDS grants 1762:UGD:A 
Uganda's AIDS programme in crisis 
1774:UGD:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Rights body attacks Uganda over gay ban 
1739:;UGD:A 


JUDICIARY 
ICJ judgment on Uganda-DR case 1870:UGD:B 
Referendum petition dismissed 1727:UGD:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


100 inmates abducted from Openzinzi prison 


1785:UGD:B 
Ugandan women killed in London bombing 


ANNUAL INDEX 


1727:UGD:D 


MEDIA 
20 journalists of Procurement News to form 
new newspaper 1666:UGD:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
Museveni elected unopposed 1835:UGD:A 


REFUGEES 
1,000 IDPs die every week 1763:UGD:B 


RELIGION 
Ugandan is UK's first black archbishop 
1712:UGD:A 


Z 
ZAMBIA 


ACCIDENTS / DISASTERS 
38 students die in accident 1655:ZMB:B 
Mufulira mine accident toll rises to six 
1677:ZMB:A 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
Chiluba rejects British Judge in Civil 
Case 1763:ZMB:‘A 
Zambia ratifies UN convention against 
corruption 1859:ZMB:A 


CRIME 
Human trafficking worries govt 1631:ZMB:B 


DEVELOPMENT 
Zambia fails to reduce poverty levels in 
2005 1870:ZMB:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
HIV: Zambia struggles with the power of 
witchdoctors 1871:ZMB:A 
Seven religious bodies sign AIDS 
communique 181 1:ZMB:B 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Hunger situation worsens 1835:ZMB:A 
PTA Bank, FMO sign trade agreement 
1605:ZMB:C 


FAMINE , 
Hunger situation worsenes 1835:ZMB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
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Angola 
Defence minister advocates reinforced 
cooperation with Angola 1811:ZMB:A 


China 
Chinese firms invest $170m in mining 
1727:ZME:B 


Japan 
Japan to cancel Zambia’s K3 trillion debt 
1727:ZMB:A 


United States of America 
Accord with South Africa on economic ties 
1797:ZMB:B 


Zimbabwe 
Maize exports ban poses threat to Zimbabwe 
1617:Z2MB:A 


FOREIGN AID 
Chinese firms invest $170m in mining 
1727:2MB:B 
Japan to cancel Zambia's K3 trillion debt 
1727:ZMB:A 
WFP grants Zambia $65m 1690:ZMB:A 


FOREIGN TRADE 
Maize exports ban poses threat to Zimbabwe 
1617:ZMB:A 
Plea to reject unfair trade agreements 
1655:ZMB:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Central province chiefs ban sexual 
Cleansing 1812:ZMB:C 

Public anger over fuel crisis leads to 
minister's sacking 1797:ZMB:A 

Recognition granted for 900 NFC workers 
1823:ZMB:A 

Science Minister sacked 1596:ZMB:A 

Zambia deports suspected terrorist to UK 
1751:ZMB:A 

Zambia fails tc reduce poverty levels in 
2005 1870:ZMB:A 

Zambia ratifies UN convention against 
coruption 1859:ZMB:A 


JUDICIARY 
Chiluba rejects British Judge in Civil 
Case 1763:2ZNB:A 
Official among three sentenced to death 
1605:ZMB:B 
Supreme Courl sets aside lands tribunal 
judgment 1846:ZMB:A 
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LABOUR 
Recognition granted for 900 NFC workers 
*1823:2MB:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Zambia deports suspected terrorist to UK 
A751:ZMB:A 


MEDIA 
‘Stop making false charges against 
joumalists’ 1667:ZMB:A 


OBITUARY 
Envoy to Zimbabwe dead 1678:ZMB:B 
First Zambian woman Stata counsel dies 
1505:ZMB:A 


RELIGION 
Seven religious bodies sign AIDS 
communique 1811:ZMB:B 


WOMEN 

Central province chiefs ban sexual 
Cleansing 1812:ZMB:C 

High women mortality rate at child birth 
1631:ZMB:A 

Human trafficking worries govt 1631:ZMB:B 

Mazoka defines women’s role in politics 
1763:ZMB:B o 

Oxfam tells government to ratify women’s 
protocol 1786:ZMB:A 


ZIMBABWE 


CORRUPTION / CRIME 
34 more ZIMRA officials, arrested 
4739:ZIM:A 
Ex-bank official jailed 1764:ZIM:A 
Five suspects arrested in Beatrice farm 
murder case 1656:ZIM:D 
MDC Chairwoman Raped 1572:ZIM:C 


DEVELOPMENT 
EAA signs deal with air Zimbabwe 
1690:ZIM:B 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
Three closed banks reopen 1606:ZIM:C 
Zesa, Iranian firm sign accord 1740:ZIM:B 
Zimbabwe heading for economic collapse 
1678:ZIM:C 


ELECTIONS 
Call for free and fair poll 1631:ZIM:A 
Election raises question of fairness 
1642:ZIM:A 
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Foreign journalists complain about media 
gag 1643:ZIM:B 

Mugabe gets two-thirds majority 1641:ZIM:A 

Mugabe launches Zanu-PF election campaign 
1606:ZIM:B 

Mugabe party sweeps Senate election 
1846:ZIM:A 

New MPs sworn in 1656:ZIM:A 

US Observer Mission condemns poll 
1642:ZIM:A 


FAMINE 
10 more die of hunger in Bulawayo 
1618:ZIM:C 
if there is no com, eat potatoes, says 
Mugabe 1786:ZIM:A 


Farmers 
Zimbabwe for return of white farmers 
1690:ZIM:C 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


New Zealand 


Reserve Bank govemor banned from 
travelling to New Zealand 1728:ZIM:A 


South Africa 


South Africans linked to coup released 
1678:ZIM:A ` ~ Sat 


FOREIGN TRADE 


Zimbabwe mortgages 25 per cent of exports 
to China 1751:ZIM:A 


GOVERNMENT 

250 squatters made ‘homeless’ again 
1835:ZIM:A 

42 flea markets reopened 1775:ZIM:A 

Daily News journalist acquitted 1775:ZIM:B 

Delay in release of 62 mercenaries 
1617:ZIM:B 

Fuel starts trickling in 1798:ZIM:A 

If there is no corn, eat potatoes, says 
Mugabe 1786:ZIM:A 

Independent publication threatened with 
closure 1572:ZIM:B 

Independent tribunal to probe editor's 
suspension 1812:ZIM:C 

Leo Mugabe arrested 1812:ZIM:A 

Mugabe signs information Amendment Bill 
1572:ZIM:B 

Mugabe 'turns his back on West’ 1656:ZIM:C 

New MPs sworn in 1656:ZIM:A 

Over 5,000 people arrested 1678:ZIM:B 

Repayment of IMF IoAN hailed 1798:ZIM:B 

Restricted access to media for opposition 
condemned 1617:ZIM:A 
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Senior national security official arrested 
1571:ZIM:A 

South Africans linked to coup released 
1678:ZIM:A 

Thousands held in swoop as hundreds of 
shanti towns are bulldozed, houses torched 
1690:ZIM:A 

UN envoy blasts Mugabe's ‘corrupt rule’ 
1823:ZIM:A 

Zimbabwe brands Tutu a ‘sellout 
1607:ZIM:E 

‘CIO blocked Daily News registration’ 
1847:ZIM:C 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


International relief rejectd despite 
widespread starvation 1667:ZIM:A 


IMMIGRATION 
SA deports over 1,000 Zimbabweans 
1584:ZIM:A : 
Zimbabwean refugee in UK face uncertain 
future 1859:ZIM:A 


JUDICIARY 


Two British journalists acquitted after 
two weeks in detention 1656:Z/M:B 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
65 South African prisoners to he freed 
1667:ZIM:C 
War veteran found dead 1667:ZIM:D 


MEDIA 

CPJ concemed about harassment of 
international correspondents 1606:ZIM:A 

Daily News journalist acquitted 1775:ZIM:B 

Foreign journalists complain about media 
gag 1643:ZIM:B 

Goverment jams short-wave radio 
broadcasts by London-based station 
1632:ZIM:A 

Independent publication threatened with 
closure 1572:ZIM:B 

Independent tribunal to probe editor's 
suspension 1812:ZIM:C 

Media under siege in Zimbabwe 1667:ZIM:B 

Media, opposition complain of harassment 
1606:ZIM:A 

Mugabe signs information Amendment Bill 
1572:2IM:B 

New newspaper launched 1607:ZIM:D 

Restricted access to media for opposition 
condemned 1617:ZIM:A 

Two British journalists acquitted after 
two weeks in detention 1656:ZiM:B 

‘CIO blocked Daily News registration’ 
1847:ZIM:C 
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OBITUARY 
Veteran politician Munyoro dead 1678:ZIM:C . 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
Leo Mugabe arrested 1812:ZIM:A 
, MDC banishes ‘rebels’ 1846:ZIM:B 
MDC suspends Tsvangirai 1846:ZIM:B 
Mozambican president Chissano appointed 
mediator in domestic political crisis 
1751:ZiM:B ; 
Tsvangirai loses bid to have MBC members 
barred from poll 1812:ZIM:B 


POVERTY : 
Mugabe uproots Harares poor 1701:ZIM:A 
Thousands held in swoop as hundreds of 
shanti towns are bulldozed, houses torched 
1690:ZIM:A 


REFUGEES 
Zimbabwean refugees in UK face uncertain 
. future 1859:ZIM:A 


SCAM 
140 lonnes fertilizer looted from GMB 
depot 1701:ZIM:A 
Time Bank directors freed 1712:ZIM:A 


WOMEN : 
MDC Chairwoman Raped 1572:ZIM:C 
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